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EAC Influencer Spotlight: Velma Sept
Celebrates Over 20 Volunteer Years

For over 20 years, Velma Sept has been a
cornerstone of the Elgin business and non-
profit community. Serving as a dedicated
EAC Influencer, formely called Ambassador,
Velma has built a reputation for tireless
service that has earned her the affectionate
nickname "The Mayor of Elgin" among
friends and family.

Her influence extends far beyond the
business world. As a long-time board

Kane County Clerk’s
Office Expands to Elgin

The Kane County Clerk’s Office
has officially opened its second
satellite office to provide access to
key services for residents in the
northern part of the county. The
office, located in Elgin, will offer
requests for birth, death, and
marriage certificates, as well as
election services and passport
applications. This new location

significantly reduces travel time
for Elgin-area residents. By
bringing these vital services

directly into the community, the
Clerk’s Office continues its

member of the Boys & Girls Club, she
champions the next generation, while her work in Community Outreach
for the Black Women'’s Association ensures that diverse voices are
heard and empowered throughout the city. Velma is a testament to the
idea that longevity and leadership go hand in hand.

If you have Chamber questions or would like assistance with
maximizing your engagement, be sure to seek out Velma Sept! With her
two decades of experience and deep community ties, she is the expert
connector and a welcoming resource ready to help you.

Learn how to becoming an EAC Influencer

o oa Bear Family Restaurants Announces Transition While
<  ©OBFRX

commitment to enhancing
efficiency and public engagement
across the region. READ MORE

Remaining Rooted in Elgin

) After nearly six decades of serving communities through McDonald’s
restaurants, Bear Family Restaurants completed a phased transition of its
restaurant operations in 2025, concluding with the sale of its final 25 locations
on December 16. At its peak, the family proudly operated 35 restaurants across
the region.

While this chapter has closed, the Bear family remains deeply rooted in Elgin.
Their home office continues to operate locally, and their commitment to
community involvement continues through BFRx Hospitality, the next evolution
of the Bear Family legacy. The company’s first venture is a multi-unit

§ partnership with K9 Resorts Luxury Pet Hotel, focused on best-in-class pet
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Start The New Year Sweetly with a
DI %Sl l?l S \:_:: January Offer for Chamber Members!

)/Cf//fw’ Regrets L — |
Cicie- L= SN Our Assorted Better-For-You Treat Boxes are perfect for

SCEF . i .
meetings, gifting, or a fresh-start indulgence.

Each box features a chef’'s mix of gluten-free, refined sugar-—
free favorites: cake pops, cookies, cupcakes, and éclairs.

Made with clean ingredients and big flavor, these treats
satisfy without the crash.

Dairy-free/vegan options are available—contact us to
customize.

Preorders accepted through Jan 15; pickup or delivery
available Jan 22-30. Limited quantities.

Perfect for teams, clients, celebrations, and wellness-
focused resolutions—order early to reserve your treat box.

Visit us at: dessertswithoutregrets.com
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@Sﬁ?.t&%%?g Check It Out! January 2026 Business Book of the Month

Business Made Simple: Sixty Days to Master Leadership, Communication, Sales, and More

Favorite Quote: “Great leaders become great because their mission makes them great.
There are no exceptions.”

It is the New Year! Entrepreneurs all over are finally acting on their dreams in starting a small
business venture — but, where to begin? Though it might be overwhelming at first, it does not
have to be. Learning the fundamentals is not complicated thanks to Donald Miller’s Business
Made Simple: Sixty Days to Master Leadership, Communication, Sales, and More. Miller sets
out to streamline the foundations of what it takes to start a business, demystifying how
businesses work and giving readers the confidence to understand and apply core concepts.
Author: Donald Miler  DF@wing on his experience as an entrepreneur and business coach, he writes for everyday
Date of Publication: 2021 professionals, not MBAs, using clear language and an encouraging, no-frills approach that

Publisher: HarperCollins . L. . ”
Leadership makes the topic feel surprisingly approachable. Continue Reading

HOST YOUR NEXIT
MEETING WITH US!

DISCOVER THE IDEAL SETTING FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING AT THE
HOLIDAY INN HOTEL & SUITES - ELGIN.

WITH OVER 10,000 5Q. FT. OF VERSATILE EVENT SPACE, WE CAN ACCOMMODATE GROUPS FROM 1 TO 250,
MAKING US THE PERFECT CHOICE FOR TEAM MEETINGS, TRAININGS, CONFERENCES, AND EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN. AS YOU LIET E\"ER'I' VOICE, LET

EDOM RI

PLANNING LUNCH OR DINMNER?

LET US TAKE CARE OF IT! OUR TALENTED CULINARY ELGIN ANNOUNCES 41ST ANNUAL

TEAM SPECIALIZES IN CRAFTING DELICIOUS,

CUSTOMIZED MENUS THAT WILL KEEP YOUR GUESTS MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

ENERGIZED AND IMPRESSED. COMMUNITY EVENTS

NEED A PLACE TO UNWIND?

WRAP UP A PRODUCTIVE DAY WITH DRINKS AT OUR . .y .

BRAND-NEW, FULLY RENOVATED BENNIGAN'S. The City of Elgin's Human Relations

WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AN OPEN BAR . . . .

PACKAGE OR A CASUAL SPOT TO RELAX WITH Commission and its Martin Luther

ROLEERGUES WENE RO YU SOVEREE: King Jr. Subcommittee will host the

MAKE PLANNING EASY ; ;

CONTACT MERCEDES TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR 41st Annual Martin Luther King Jr.
VENT DETAILS AMND TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF i

COORDINATING YOUR Q1 2026 MEETINGS! CO mmun Ity Events th rou g ho Ut

January 2026.

Residents of all ages are invited to
honor the life, legacy and continued
work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
through opportunities for service,
reflection, education and celebration.

Full event details and registration
information are available at
https:/elginil.gov/1023/Martin-
Luther-King-Jr-Events

Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com
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Cuttingo Engraving LLC is a family-owned, veteran-operated business
specializing in custom laser-engraved gifts and branded products. From
corporate swag and employee appreciation items to personalized home décor
and event keepsakes, we help turn ideas into meaningful, lasting pieces. Every
item is designed and engraved with care, focusing on quality, creativity, and local
connection. We're proud to support businesses, organizations, and families with
customized products that make an impact—whether for promotions,
celebrations, or everyday use.

CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE STORE WWW.CUTTINGO.COM

: o VNA Health Care
PRIMARY CARE

FOR YOUR EMPLOYEES & THEIR FAMILIES

VNA Health Care is an in-network provider with Blue Cross Blue

Shield of IL, Cigna, United Healthcare, and other plans. Visit
VNAHealth.com for a complete list of accepted plans and AC C U RAT E P E R S o N N E L

covered services.

cCcurdter

Personnel

Have employees not eligible for company benefits? VNA also '
accepts Medicare, Medicaid, and those without insurance. I S H I R I N G o
COMPREHENSIVE PRIMARY CARE
& OTHER HEALTH SERVICES MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
* Family practice/internal medicineg « Physical therapy * Aurora * Elgin
= Pediatrics & School/Sports + Massage therapy ¢ Bensenville * Joliet 1 1
Prysicals " On-ite ab eating & e i » Construction Project Manager
* Women's health f OB-GYN vaccinations o Carel » Villa Park
= Mental / Behavioral health ® Drive-thru pharmacy . . .
= Dental * Home-based services Stream * Wheaton L4 D|Str|but|0n Center Manager
s Foot health / Podiatry * English, Spanish & other
= Dietitian / Nutrition services language support

 Distribution Center Supervisor
 Electrical & Mechanical

CONVENIENT COMPREHENSIVE HIGH QUALITY . A
= 15 locations in Chicago = Enpert care for children, = Personalized cane and ) S k I I d M h O p
Suburbs adules & senlors continuity of ciang - Same I e aC Ine erators
s Appointments, same-gday * Well care care team year-round
care, and walk-ins - aven = Sick care for minor = Accredived by The Jolnt . . 't 't
for Annuasl Physicals! llvesses and injuries Commission [ ) S k I I d F kI f O p
- Ml‘;rlllne_, daytime, = Chronic conditian s Certified as a P‘n'mﬂry I e o r I e ra O rS
evening, and weekend management, (Le. for Care Medical Home
hours hypertension, diabetes, * Serves asthe PCP for
= Online patient portal to asthma) nearly 90,000 patients
Make appolntments, get = Paychiatry and = 2024 HRASA awardee for
Test resuits, Contact care counzeling (in-person & care quality, care access
team & more = anytime telehaalth) & health technology SEND RESUMES TO'
.

LEARN MORE ABOUT COLLABORATING WITH VNA [

Contact Sonny de Rama, innovation &

JKILGORE@ACCURATEUSA.COM
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Elgin Symphony Orchestra, point2pointproductions
bring concert version of “The Hunchback of Notre
Dame” to stage

THE
— ol [ he Elgin Symphony Orchestra and point2pointproductions are bringing a
I/
f} L NC H BAC concert-style performance of “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” to The

Hemmens Cultural Center on Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026, at 2:30 p.m.

This lushly scored retelling of Victor Hugo's epic story of love, acceptance
and what it means to be a hero showcases music from Disney’s Academy
Award nominated 1996 animated film and incorporates new songs by the
Iegendary creative team of Alan Menken and Stephen Schwartz

January is a great timeto
check your supplies and restock!

It's also a great time to refresh any outdated
signage and marketing supplies

U Envelopes [ Posters

U Letterheads d Menus

U Business Cards L Catalogs

U Forms 1 Brochures

d Checks O Folders
and mere...

Please enjoy 15% off your first order in 2026!

Minuteman FREEADMISSION! % SAURDA

. SOuth Elgin
O RSN, RIT & PRONOTE. OGN

46 Briargate Dr. Suire 800 | Seuth Elgin, [L 60177 | 847-255-9030 | 123 1@minutemanpress.com EHME HS'I'EH 'I'[]

Bt applicable e ogstorm arpromsetioas] products. oy med Re combined with obher o o discegsts

sy walid 2t !!'llul-:inln."‘.‘-ﬂ,.ﬁ"l--u'j"' | — . SUME []I: IHE BEST B"ENHUW MUSIE E
ROCK & POP \ SPIRITS

HITS FROM THE 308! 302W STATE ST, GENEVA, L
60134

J MUSIC STARTS @
400PM *

Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com
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s PROI2.O A 5o

SIMULATOR NOW AT THE HIGHLANDS
SMITH
'

Braden Business Systems, a
leading provider of business
technology solutions, is proud to
announce its new partnership
with local hero and collegiate
basketball guard Braden Smith
as part of the company’s
#TeamBraden campaign. The
collaboration highlights shared
values of reliability, excellence,
and community commitment —
core principles that both Braden
Business Systems and Braden
Smith exemplify in their work.

FULL PRESS RELEASE

NESBITT AUTO REPAIR
COMPLETE CAR CARE

Every Tuesday is Senior Citizens Day
Every Thursday is Ladies Day.

COME IN ON YOUR DAY TO RECEIVE:

+ FREE 23-Point Vehicle Inspection

er + FREE Tire Rotation (A $30 Value!)

+ $10 OFF Any Synthetic or Full
Synthetic Oil Change

ex=xxy §47-866-6600

Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com

Visit Our Website
Meshittauto.com
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Step Into 2026 on Solid Ground—Schedule Your Free
Janitorial or Office Maintenance Services

IO "

CUSTOM JANITORIAL S i
& FLOOR CARE

RN e ot [ [ ey S e D
- e e K B 11 Felab=1al 1
I '-...l_ |t'=, r |I..I:':-II-'-|'-':Ef"'H".'-"-:"'

Tailored Services. Pristing Floors, Guaranteed Reliability, High..trafﬁ (o] ﬂgg.rs needmﬂre than ﬂG‘

oo tienig £ Sanfl stion casional cleaning. We offer ongoing

s e maintenance plans that pruj:'ect_ your
flooring investment and maintain a pol-

ished appearance, including:

+ Monthly or quarterly floor care

+ Carpet maintenance for traffic
lanes and work areas

+ VCT, tile & grout, and corrective
carpet cleaning

Visit Us At: www.mastercleaninc.com
Call 847-741-3090

BEL DR
TN S o (TUESDAY- TRCREBAN)
: £20 STARIING itV

GG REPSNR TEOLROON
SO0 R -F:70PN
5227

WARMTH YOU CAN TRUST, ALL WINTER LONG

. $150 OFF

£ ;‘,.;;._;;:“ ¥ - FURNACE $35 OF F 25% OF F

= £79¢ (DERENTING BN EXPERIENCE)  £20-524 (DERENDING ON EXPERIENCE INSTALL
¥ S E L= OR ANY DUCT CLEANING
. . $300 OFF SERVICE CALL SERVICE
SHIPEING AND RECEISTNG e S
o N s FULL SYSTEM INSTALL
vl A ETE-ST9 - MUSTEEABLETD
WORKOT

i [ B £ - CALL US TODAY OR VISIT US ONLINE
(630) 363-9067 or (815) 344-0400

1%l WWW.MCNALLYHVAC.COM 1%L
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Become a 2026 Internship Host

Sponsored by the AED Foundation and in partnership with
Northern Kane County Region 110, Alignment hosted its 2025

Internship Host Recognition Breakfast on December 4 at Bartlett
Hills Golf Club. More than 50 organizations were celebrated for
providing 243 students with paid internships, over 13,000 hours

of real-world experience and a $700,000 community return.

Various speakers highlighted the powerful impact of internships
on career readiness and workforce development. With a goal of

placing 300 students in Summer 2026, we invite businesses to
join us as host sites. Interested? Contact ace@align4edu.net,
efe.stirn@central301.net or ace@align4edu.net

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2%
11:00 am - 1:00 pm

ABOUT US:

® Preschool 3 - 8th grade

@ Teacher-Centered Approach

to Learning

STEM (Project Lead the Way)
Advanced Math Placement Available
Before/After Care

Extracurriculars (sports, band, choir)

1625 W. Highland Ave, Elgin, IL  (847) 7423959

Be part of MORE... 51. Thomas Morel

BCP Group: Packaging,
Crating & Logistics—
Beyond the Basics

BCP Group is a full-service
packaging, crating, and
logistics partner built to handle
projects far beyond the basics.
Formerly known as Basic
Crating and Packaging, our
evolution reflects the expanded
capabilities we now offer. From
custom crating and specialized
packaging solutions to
warehousing, distribution, and
transportation, we provide end-
to-end support tailored to your
needs. Through our divisions—
BCP Industrial, Dangerous
Goods Group, and C2 Group—
we deliver precision,
compliance, and reliability at
every stage.

Visit Our Website

Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com
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Register TODAY! Marklund’s Inaugural Run,
Walk & Roll- Elgin on April 26th!

Be part of something new and inspiring in our community!
Join the Inaugural Run, Walk & Roll 5K/1 Mile- Elgin, an event
for everyone. Whether you race or cheer from the sidelines,
you'll help kick off a fun, inclusive community tradition.
Register or donate to support a great cause and make history
with us. https:/p2p.onecause.com/rwrelgin/

Marklund is a nonprofit organization serving children and
adults with profound disabilities and special healthcare
needs. Proceeds from this event support life-enhancing
programs and services for individuals with complex medical
and developmental needs.

“ RUN
WALK
SROLL

SK/ 1 MILE - ELGIN

Run, Walk & Roll - Eigin

S5K/1 MILE

APRIL 26, 2026 AT 8:30 A.M.

EEL%EJENL%NARIA CEnTRO, CENTRO de INF%%F!)%EE%EI;J%;L ReVOIUtIonlze Your
INFORMATIVOS : INFORMACION WORKSHOPS Students’ Lives With The
BARRIO CURRICULUM!

+% ENERO/JANUARY 3,

ABRIENDO CARRERAS EN ENERGIA RENOVABLE
UNLOCKING CAREERS IN RENEWABLE ENERGY

KEINAN CARPENTER
548 FOUNDATION

() CARPENTERSVILLE

Kenneth
Young

ENTRENAMIENTO PARA PREVENIR EL SUICIDIO
SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING

it

KENNETH YOUNG CENTER

° |

HANOVER PARK

CUIDADO FAMILIAR CON APOYO ECONOMICO
FAMILY CAREGIVING WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT

7

European Service At Home
OKSANA KRUSHELNYTSKA

15|

ELGIN

CONSTRUYENDO CONFIANZA FINANCIERA
BUILDING FINANCIAL CONFIDENCE

22|

ELGIN REGIONAL SALES MANAGER

ENTREGA DE CHROMEBOOKS GRATIS
FREE CHROMEBOOK DISTRIBUTIONS

I '\.H.\.l‘\'\ l’lthl I
1SA D

& LANISCAPER
AR ACY
PROJECT
CLAUDIA OLIVEROS
BILINGUAL MANAGER OF PROGRAMS

29|

CENTRO @ FFGE

o 1885 LIN LOR LANE, ELGIN, IL 60123

o 6900 BARRINGTON RD. HANOVER PARK, IL 60133 =g

3036 WAKEFIELD DR, CARPENTERSVILLE, IL 60110

o 1551 COMMERCE DRIVE, ELGIN, IL 60123

ESCANEA EL CODIGO QR PARA REGISTRARSE

SCAN QR CODE TO REGISTER

] ENERO/JANUARY 8, 9, 15, 22, 29

@ 5-6pM

REGISTRO PREFERIDO PERO NO REQUERIDD
REGISTRATION FREFERRED BUT HOT REQUIRED

(847) 695-9050

www.centrodeinformacion.org

Ignite a passion for learning
with the Barrio Curriculum. This
program, built on over 15 years

of experience, helps students
connect with a story of hope
and resilience, empowering
them to reject destructive
paths and dream big. The
curriculum is so engaging,

teachers report a "spontaneous
combustion" of student
interest.

Claim your FREE copy by
emailing
robert@fromthebarrio.net.

Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com
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K2 FO0DFOR GREATERELGIN

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026 | 7:05 PM

+ Join us for a night of family fun and
fundraising on Pickleball Night with a
Pickleball Paddle Giveaway (first 500
fans)!

+ Cheer on the Steel while supporting
Food for Greater Elgin

. .
USE OFFER CODE: ELGIN

SPECIAL OFFER
$15 WHITE ZONE TICKET

$5 from every ticket purchased will benefit
FOOD FOR GREATER ELGIN

QuestionsT Contact Alexis Abelove at 630-828-6267 or emall aabelovef@@chicagosteelhocheyteam.com

3¢

%#Janua 29, 2026 o
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM eI A Sean here 1o
(Registration & Networking 7:30 AM) kL s register!
Th Grand Ballroom AT e
at Grand Victoria

250 S Grove Ave.,
Elgin, IL 60120

VISIT BGCNCIL.ORG/EVENTS/ OR CALL 224-380-4856 FOR MORE INFORMATION

10 Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com
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As we kick off 2026, we are inviting you to join us in a movement we call The Ripple Effect- the small, intentional
actions that spark real, lasting change in every corner of our community. You are invited to be part of a
movement that makes preventive mental health visible, accessible, and practical by choosing one small action
that creates lasting impact.

Below are simple ways to join us in creating a ripple effect of preventative mental health:

2. Engage with our content. Comment and share.
3. Purchase a toolkit or merch. Support prevention.
4. Hold a safe space for someone. Normalize courageous conversations.

Together, we're not just raising awareness, we're building a ripple effect as Partners in Prevention- moving our
community and country toward a future where prevention leads the way. Thank you for being part of this
community! Thank you for believing in prevention. Thank you for helping us create a ripple that keeps moving.

Find Anderson Humane's Next

SHELTER VETERINARIAN 3G
Earn Up To A $5,000 Referral Bonus e

e GOING ONCE,
GOING TWICE

ELEVATE YOUR NEXT
FUNDRAISER WITH
AUCTIONEER STEVE THOREN

FHL I'm Steve Thoren, and my passion
is turning your fundraising event into
a record-breaking success to fuel
your rnission.

My Clients Love Me. Here's Why:

+ Proven Results: | consistently raise more funds per
itern than other auctioneers.

; * High Retention: Clients book and retain me year after
ANDERSON g ; p
HUMANE year because they see the direct impact on their

fundraising goals.
* Mission-Focused: Every bid is driven by my

KNOW A VET WHO WANTS TO PRACTICE ot plond
MISSION-FOCUSED MEDICINE?

O t

Is Your Gala Ready for the Next Level?

i " Book with Steve Thoren
ding at Steve Fundraising Auctioneer

CLICK HERE TO REFER A VET! Today! Ph. 847-840-7319

Email: steve@raisingpaddies.com
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Interested in saving 50%-70% on labor costs and establishing
a foundation for Al and Automations in your business
processes? Pencak Silat Workshop

Saturday, January 10th, 11:00a
EPS OPTIC(S)® Outsourcing provides a free 60 minute callto ~ Discover Pencak Silat, an Indonesian

discuss whether outsourcing may be an option for you! (It is fighting form combining strikes, kicks,
not right for all businesses, and we will help you determine grappling, and throwing. You will be
whether it can help your business to save cost & improve introduced to basic techniques and

principles and begin to recognize the
underlying advantages and
disadvantages of the motion rather than
memorizing specific techniques.

Wear something comfortable. Knowing
how to fall is not required but it helps.
Workshop is open to all skill and
experience levels. Suggested for adults
and mature youth. $40 per person.
Minimum participants required, please
pre-register, but walk-ins are always
welcome. 847-888-8866 or email. EAC
members get $5 discount.

processes to help you scale!)

Qigong Meditation

Saturday, January 17th, 11:00a

Qigong is a free-form Chinese martial art
with plentiful, non-movement and
meditative ways to practice it. Sifu Jason
will introduce or refamiliarize you to the
art of Qigong and lead you in peaceful
and meditative practices and movement
exercises. Invite a friend to join you as
you relax and learn about your internal

+ & or 12 month memberships chan.nel.s, em Emgl L throu.gh ngong

e AdclS exera Blrthday Gueses to any pald Meditation. The workshop is open to all

birthday party of 10! : skill levels. $40 per person.
« Monthly member appreciation events
+ Food & beverage deals & More!

« Save 50% off everyday ticket prices

Pre-registration is preferred but drop-ins
are always welcome. 847-888-8866 or
email southelginbudokan@att.net

Visit Our Calendar

ADVENTURE PARK
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SRR GERCEIR YL I Who We Are
Fi n a n C i a I C I a rity Your Front eOffice is a women-owned, virtual

bookkeeping and advisary firm supporting small
Clean books. Clear insights. Confident decisions.

businesses and nonprofits across lllinois and beyond.

What We Help With

Monthly bookkeeping & reconciliations
Financial reporting & cleanup
Monprofit & small business expertise
Year-end readiness & advisory support

: Who We Support
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From local businesses to community-driven
nonprofits, we partner with organizations that want
their finances organized, compliant, and working
for their mission.

= >
“Your bookkeeping partner—
behind the scenes, every step of the way.”™

Start 2026 on solid financial footing. [ & yourfrc:-ntEofﬁce.com’| Proud Chamber Member

IS YOUR TEAM
READY FOR 2026?

New systems. New pressures.
Constant disruption.

| deliver in-house workshops and keynotes
that give your leaders practical adaptability
tools they can use immediately.

Question Storming for clarity
Mental flexibility techniques
Better, faster decisions
Stronger collaboration

ERIN RAMIREZ, REAL CHANGE STUDIO
Organizational Scientist + Former Fortune 500 Senior Leader
Email erin@realchangestudio.com to discuss your team'’s needs.
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