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Dear Alumni, 

 

It is with great pride and appreciation that I extend warm greetings to you. I remain inspired by the unwavering 

dedication of our students, faculty, staff, and alumni whose collective commitment strengthens Tougaloo 

College’s legacy of excellence and service. I am pleased to share several recent milestones that reflect the vibrancy 

and progress of our institution. 

 

In October, during the Annual Meeting of the Tougaloo College Board of Trustees, we welcomed two 

distinguished members and bid farewell to two others. We extend sincere congratulations to Attorney Tray 

Hairston on his appointment and to Dr. Chris Gilmer on his re-election following a brief absence. We also express 

our gratitude to Rev. Geoffrey Black and Mr. Jefferey Artis for their years of dedicated service and leadership. 

 

We were honored to host Ms. Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor, celebrated alumna and Emmy Award Nominee, for The 

Convocation: A Gathering of Black Women Artists. Conceptualized and led by Ms. Ellis-Taylor, this inspiring 

event celebrated creativity, justice, and the transformative power of storytelling by women of color. It featured 

performances, film screenings, and distinguished guests, and opened with a reception in her honor. She was 

presented with a proclamation recognizing her civil rights advocacy and humanitarian efforts that continue to 

inspire change and challenge inequity. 

 

Additionally, we were privileged to welcome Dr. Marc Lamont Hill, acclaimed author and scholar, as part of our 

Voices for a Just World Lecture Series. His thought-provoking address examined justice and solidarity from 

Mississippi to Palestine, inviting our community to explore global struggles for liberation through the lens of 

race, freedom, and resistance—underscoring Tougaloo’s role as a center for intellectual engagement and social 

transformation. 

 

These achievements affirm our shared commitment to sustaining Tougaloo’s legacy of academic distinction and 

social responsibility. As we approach the holiday season, I invite you to continue investing in Tougaloo’s future 

by contributing to the 1869 Fund, which provides vital resources to enrich our students’ academic experiences 

and prepare the next generation of leaders and change agents. 

 

With gratitude and warm regards, 

 

 

 

 

Donzell Lee, Ph.D. 

President 
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The Tougaloo Nine
The Jackson Library Sit-In at the Crossroads of Civil 
War and Civil Rights

M. J. O’Brien
Foreword by Congressman Bennie Thompson

A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  /  C I V I L  R I G H T S  /  S O U T H E R N  H I S TO R Y

During a dramatic three-day period in March 1961, nine students 
from historically Black Tougaloo College staged sit-ins at the all-
White Main Library in Jackson, Mississippi. � e students conducted 
their protest and were arrested, held in jail overnight, and convicted 
of “breach of peace”—the � rst time that charge had ever been 
brought in a Mississippi courtroom. Meanwhile, students at Jackson 
State College held sympathy protests, and the police responded 
harshly on both day one and day two. On day three, police attacked a 
peaceful crowd of observers awaiting the trial’s outcome, using attack 
dogs, billy clubs, and tear gas to disperse the crowd, one of the � rst 
known uses of police dogs on a peaceful gathering during the civil 
rights era.
     � e protests occurred while Mississippi was preparing to celebrate 
the one hundredth anniversary of the state’s secession from the 
Union and the commencement of the Civil War. � e library sit-in 
preempted the state’s Confederate extravaganza that brought more 
than thirty thousand mostly White observers into the streets of 
Jackson while the students sat in jail, further in� aming passions on 
both sides.
     In � e Tougaloo Nine, M. J. O’Brien delves into Tougaloo College’s 
culture of resistance, Mississippi’s determination to preserve 
segregation, and the early stirrings of the student movement in 
Jackson. � rough numerous interviews and years of detailed 
research, O’Brien tells the stories of these courageous African 
American students. He also explores the personalities leading the 
charge on both sides, including Mississippi NAACP leader Medgar 
Evers; Tougaloo professors and administrators Ernst Borinski, 
Reverend John Mangram, and President A. D. Beittel in one camp; 
and Governor Ross Barnett, Citizens’ Council leader William 
Simmons, and Jackson Mayor Allen � ompson in the other. 
Altogether, � e Tougaloo Nine presents the stunning picture of those 
who risked their lives and future livelihoods to � ght for full social 
and political equality in Mississippi, USA.

M. J. O’BRIEN a writer and researcher who served for twenty-� ve 
years as the chief communications and public relations o�  cer for 
a national not-for-pro� t cooperative. He is author of the award-
winning We Shall Not Be Moved: � e Jackson Woolworth’s Sit-In 
and the Movement It Inspired, published by University Press of 
Mississippi.
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� e stunning history 
of the � rst student-led, 

direct-action civil rights 
demonstration in the state 

of Mississippi










