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ABS 2026 Gonfrence | b Ar Ghrisian ool  ebruary 1, 2006

Registration is open from noon, Friday, January 23, through noon, Monday, February 2.



Schedule
Glance

7:30-8:00 AM
Check-In

Grab N Go Breakfast and
browse exhibitor tables

8:00-9:05 AM

Praise and
Worship, Keynote

9:10-10:10 AM
Session 2

10:20-11:20 AM
Session 3

11:30 AM-12:30 PM
Session 4

12:30-1:00 PM
Lunch provided by BACS

1:00-1:30 PM
Exhibits

1:35-2:35 PM
Session 5

2:45-3:45 PM
Session 6
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Stand Watch, Part 1
Jim McKenzie, Educational Consultant, Jim McKenzie LLC

In a world that feels increasingly uncertain and fast-changing, this keynote
encourages educators to take their place on the watchtower--to see with
clarity, stand with courage, and act with compassion. Drawing from real-life
stories in education, teachers and leaders will be challenged to stay to the
needs around them, safeguard what matters most, and faithfully “stand
watch™ over the next generation.
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Using the Learning Environment to
Create ProSocial Learning Experiences

Jim McKenzie, Educational Consultant, Jim McKenzie LLC

Environments are never neutral. They either help or hinder learning. In this
session, we'll explore why ProSocial Learning is key to the future success of
students and how to use the learning environment to create these ProSocial
experiences. We'll also examine, as a case study, a school's transformation
of its learning environments and how it's improving student engagement
while helping to future-proof its students. (50 attendees max)

Autism in the Classroom
Emillie Armstrong, Special Education Specialist, Dickinson ISD

LAl This session will discuss how to approach different styles of learning for
é sl autism and how to support autistic learners in the classroom.
v W (20 attendees max)
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Generation to Generation:
Discovering What Matters Most

Eric Davis, Family Discipleship Pastor, Bay Area Church

Parenting comes with countless challenges and choices, but not everything
we worry about matters equally. It's easy to get caught up in the moment,
just trying to make it through the day. In this breakout, we'll explore how to
shift from reactive parenting to a more intentional approach—focusing on
what truly matters not just for today, but for the years to come. Whether
you're a parent or grandparent, you'll gain practical insights to help guide
your family with clarity and conviction, leaving a legacy of wisdom and faith
that carries from generation to generation. (18 attendees max)

The Silent Struggle in the Classroom:
How Sleep and Breathing Impact Learning

Dr. Kalli Hale, Founder of The Airway Dentists and Chief Dental Officer
and Founder of Toothpillow

This session will cover the signs and symptoms of sleep apnea in children,
how this affects their overall quality of life, what physical manifestations
teachers can identify in their students, how it affects their learning & how
vital it is for it to be recognized early. Come learn from the knowledge of
having treated thousands of children who struggled with poor sleep quality,
behavior issues, attention issues, and learning difficulties which resolved by
improving their sleep. (18 aftendees max)

Building Teacher Wellbeing & Resilience
Leah Rabb, Elementary Principal, Logos Preparatory Academy

N Teaching in any setting can take an emotional, spiritual and even a physical
toll on teachers. This session hopes to share research on how to promote
teacher well-being and resilience. (18 attendees max)
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Curriculum Roundtable: Mapping,
Professional Development, and more

Linda Mudgett, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, Bay Area
Christian School

PR Lcaders are invited to attend a curriculum and professional development
2 .11 roundtable discussion to share ideas on curriculum, mapping choices, and
creating robust professional learning opportunities at their schools.

S8 (18 attendees max)

Covenants of the Promise: Tracing God'’s
Redemptive Plan from Eden to Christ

Michael Williams, High School Bible Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

“Covenants of the Promise: Tracing God'’'s Redemptive Plan from Eden to
Christ” examines how God’s covenants reveal His unfolding work of
redemption. Designed for Christian educators, this seminar traces the
promise of Genesis 3:15 through the covenants with Abraham, Moses, and
David, and its fulfilment in the New Covenant. Participants will gain a
. clearer grasp of Scripture’s unity and be equipped to teach the Gospel's
covenantal storyline with greater depth and confidence.

(18 attendees max)

Setting the Guided Reading Table
Through Modeled Instruction

Jody Allison, Curriculum Director, First Baptist Christian School

MSV (meaning, structure and visual) cues will be discussed to prepare
teachers and students for the thinking that occurs at the Guided Reading
table. Shared Reading and Read Alouds will be modeled to prepare
students' thinking in advance for Guided Reading. (18 aftendees max)
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Think Outside the Book
Melody Lilley, Third Grade Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

& = Learn how to make mathematical connections between the Concrete
\1‘ (manipulative), Pictorial (visual), and Abstract (algorithmic) representations
4. of math to help students gain a deeper understanding of math concepts.

i (18 attendees max)

Beyond the Basics: Turning Reluctant
Readers into Book Lovers

Dana Corniel, Elementary Administrator, Spring Baptist School

Do you have students who can read, but don’t love to read? This session is
designed to help teachers spark a genuine passion for reading in every
child. Together, we'll explore creative, easy-to-implement strategies that go
beyond guided reading and build classroom cultures where books are
P cxciting, personal, and meaningful. Participants will walk away with fresh
& ideas such as “Mystery Readers,” interactive read-alouds, book tastings,
and student-led book talks, as well as simple ways to integrate choice,
curiosity, and community into their reading block. (18 aftendees max)

Project Based Learning

Jessica Tracy & Irene Perello, Elementary School Principals, Bay Area
Christian School

During this session, teachers will have an opportunity to learn
about project based learning (PBL) including the philosophy
\g- & behind this teaching strategy, examples of PBL, and a time to
~ 1 engage in collaboration and hands on PBL creation.

(18 attendees max)
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Rooted & Ready:
Discipling the Middle Grades

Andrea Holloway, Fifth Grade Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

The Middles are marvelous! Middle grade students are energetic, curious,
and rapidly changing—which makes teaching them both exciting and
challenging. This seminar explores effective approaches to instruction,
classroom management, and student support designed specifically for
grades 5-8. Participants will leave with research-informed strategies and
ready-to-use practices for building stronger connections, increasing
engagement, and helping students thrive in the middle years.

(18 attendees max)

The Neighborhood Academy:
Beyond the Numbers

Donna Bourgeois, Junior High ELA Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

The Neighborhood Academy: Beyond the Numbers, stemmed from being in
an environment that measured students based on scores and not
knowledge. Students were ultimately being academically failed as a result.
This program aims to create a welcoming environment and teach beyond
the scores. (18 attendees max)

15 Ways to Leave Your Lecture
Rob LaVohn, English Department Chair, Fort Bend Christian Academy

While direct instruction has its place in the classroom, students need more
active engagement to spur deeper learning. This session will explore fifteen
ways to take teacher-driven presentations and reimagine them as student-
focused classroom experiences. Examples will be drawn from the upper
school English classroom, but the session focus is on methodology and can
be applied to any course. (18 attendees max)
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A Biblical Worldview in Secondary Math

Evette Guerreo, Learning Lab Coordinator and Pre Calculus Teacher,
Angleton Christian School

This session will speak on an area that shapes not only our students'
academic success, but also their understanding of God's created order.
Educators will gain strategies for making math relevant.

(18 attendees max)

God in Art

Inna Terekhina, High School Art Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

Each work of art tells a story. Just as God's creation carries a message, so
~ does the creation of human hands. What stories about God and our
relationship with Him are revealed through Christian art? Together we will
. explore these stories in various works of art and draw inspirafion from the
| artists' walk with God. (18 attendees max)

Vivid Teaching (Revised & Expanded)

Michael Stratton, Teacher, First Baptist Christian Academy

Education can too easily slide info a series of joyless box-ticking exercises
when learning itself should be one of life's great pleasures. This session offers
strategies to make learning more enjoyable for its own sake.

(20 attendees max)

VR
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Virtual Reality Field Trips
Bud Kula, Owner of Vrcore Education

This session will explain the impact of VR learning and its benefits.
Participants will be able to experience Space and the ISS in @
demonstration. The truth of the Bible will be incorporated, and participants
will be shown how science points to the Creator. There will be a few minutes
for questions at the end. (25 attendees max)

Teaching Literature with a
Biblical Worldview

Ashlee Oropeza, Assistant Product Manager of Abeka

Every selection students read offers an opportunity to reinforce or challenge
what they believe. Teaching from a biblical worldview enhances literary
analysis rather than limiting it. This session will equip you with the necessary
tools to guide your students in identifying the messages within literature and
}&f?! responding to them with biblical discernment. (20 attendees max)

Strengthening the Nucleus
of Science Class

Cindy Quinlan, Senior Educational Consultant of Abeka

1 With great fondness, | remember peeling pieces of skull off a fetal pig’s brain
as a high school sophomore. It's no wonder that labs, dissections, and
hands-on activities are often the highlights of science class, not just for the
®e Sfudents! Yet exciting and pivotal as these facefs of science class may be,
By fheir overall success relies on the students’ foundational understanding of
the science concepts being demonstrated. This session focuses on the often
overlooked yet core part of science class - teaching content - and seeks to
help and challenge teachers to make their explanations of science
concepts both clear and memorable. (20 attendees max)

V¢
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Preparing for Texas Education
Freedom Accounts (TEFAs)

Laura Colangelo, Executive Director, Texas Private Schools Association

fy > Ty Itis an exciting time in Texas! The largest private school choice program
'{ \(& everis launching in 2026. Come to hear all of the details about this program
: from one of the people who helped pass this important piece of legislation.
(18 attendees max)

What is Culture and Why Should | Care?

Joel Gutowsky, Director of Student Life, Logos Preparatory Academy

~ When one walks through the doors of your school, what do they

g experience? As Mark Miller says in his book Culture Rules, “Culture is an

- unseen force yet one that emanates from, and is sustained by, everyone in

| the organization.” This unseen force defines how it feels to be a member of

1 . your school community. Come learn why culture matters and how you can

‘ B begin ensuring that your school culture is in alignment with your vision for
your school family. (18 atfendees max)
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Data Based Assessments

Emillie Armstrong, Special Education Specialist, Dickinson ISD

@ Teachers will learn how to collect, analyze and use the data they have
il collected to create small groups, adjust instruction and create meaningful
assessments. (20 attendees max)
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Your Personal Compass:
Discovering Your Life Purpose

Eric Davis, Family Discipleship Pastor, Bay Area Church

In a world full of noise and endless demands, it's easy to lose sight of what
truly drives you. This session invites you to step back and reflect on your
deeper purpose by creating a personal mission statement shaped by the
. fruths of Philippians 3:10-11: “I want to know Christ — yes, to know the power
¢ of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His
? death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.”
Together, we'll explore how to clarify your God-given “why’ — aligning your
passions, decisions, and daily actions with the ultimate goal of knowing
Christ more deeply. Walk away with a personal compass that helps you
navigate life with intentionality, resilience, and eternal perspective.

(18 attendees max)

The Silent Struggle in the Classroom:
How Sleep and Breathing Impact Learning

Dr. Kalli Hale, Founder of The Airway Dentists and Chief Dental Officer
and Founder of Toothpillow

This session will cover the signs and symptoms of sleep apnea in children,
how this affects their overall quality of life, what physical manifestations
teachers can identify in their students, how it affects their learning & how
vital it is for it to be recognized early. Come learn from the knowledge of
having treated thousands of children who struggled with poor sleep quality,
behavior issues, attention issues, and learning difficulties which resolved by
improving their sleep. (18 aftendees max)

Understanding Neurodivergence

Misty Archer, Certified Neurogrowth Learning Success Coach

a7 Teaching in any setfting can take an emotional, spiritual, and even a
‘2% © pPhysical toll on feachers. This session will share research on how fo promote
- teacher well-being and resilience. (18 attendees max)
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Classroom Tips & Tricks
Angelee Perez, Preschool Program Director, Friendswood Christian School

Every classroom has its challenges—but with the right mindset, every
moment can become a teaching opportunity. This interactive session will
i provide educators with practical tools for redirection, positive guidance,
& and classroom flow. Participants will learn how to set the tone for a nurturing
environment where connection leads to cooperation.

(18 attendees max)

The Science of Teaching Reading:
The Power of Phonological Awareness

HoIIy Nowalk, 4th Grade Bible & ELA Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

Phonological awareness is a foundational early literacy skill that involves the
ability to detect and manipulate the sound structures of spoken language
at the sentence, word, syllable, and phoneme levels. This session highlights
the research supporting phonological awareness, explores the
developmental progression of phonological awareness skills, and models
instructional strategies teachers can use to strengthen students'
phonological awareness to support future reading success.

(18 attendees max)

Setting the Guided Reading Table
Through Modeled Instruction

Jody Allison, Curriculum Director, First Baptist Christian School

MSV (meaning, structure and visual) cues will be discussed to prepare
teachers and students for the thinking that occurs at the Guided Reading
table. Shared Reading and Read Alouds will be modeled to prepare
students' thinking in advance for Guided Reading. (18 aftendees max)

:\ \l /:
Page 12



Beyond the Basics: Turning Reluctant
Readers into Book Lovers

Dana Corniel, Elementary Administrator, Spring Baptist School

Do you have students who can read, but don't love to read? This session is
designed to help teachers spark a genuine passion for reading in every
child. Together, we'll explore creative, easy-to-implement strategies that go
beyond guided reading and build classroom cultures where books are
P exciting, personal, and meaningful. Participants will walk away with fresh
% ideas such as “Mystery Readers,” interactive read-alouds, book tastings,
and student-led book talks, as well as simple ways to integrate choice,
curiosity, and community into their reading block. (18 attendees max)

Project Based Learning

Jessica Tracy & Irene Perello, Elementary School Principals, Bay Area
Christian School

During this session, teachers will have an opportunity to learn
. & about project based learning (PBL) including the philosophy
=y N - behind this teaching strategy, examples of PBL, and a time fo
~ { engage in collaboration and hands on PBL creation.

(18 attendees max)

When Al meets Foldables
Annette Duenes & Suzanne Cox, Teachers, First Baptist Christian Academy

= Join us for an inspiring and hands-on session designed especially
for junior high educators who want to bridge traditional
classroom strategies with innovative technology. In this seminar,
participants will explore how Artificial Intelligence (Al) can
enhance the creation and use of foldables—interactive graphic
organizers that promote critical thinking, creativity, and
comprehension in the classroom. (18 atfendees max)
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15 Ways to Leave Your Lecture
Rob LaVohn, English Department Chair, Fort Bend Christian Academy

While direct instruction has its place in the classroom, students need more
active engagement to spur deeper learning. This session will explore fifteen
ways to take teacher-driven presentations and reimagine them as student-
focused classroom experiences. Examples will be drawn from the upper
school English classroom, but the session focus is on methodology and can
be applied to any course. (18 attendees max)

Challenges of the Multi-level Private
School Art Room

Michael Stratton, Teacher, First Baptist Christian Academy

This session will offer solutions to the problem of widely divergent abilities of
art students in the same classroom. This will include strategies for
independent study, separate tracks for "novice" and "veteran" students and
the use of rubrics to focus student efforts. Multiple rubrics will be provided.
(20 attendees max)

Word & Wonder: Bible Journaling and
Prayer for the Next Generation

Ruth Reynaga & Sherrill Ubernosky, First Grade Teachers, First Baptist
Christian Academy

This fun, hands-on session introduces teachers to the joy of Bible
journaling and how they can use Bible Journals and prayer in
unique ways. No experience needed—ijust bring your
imagination and a heart ready to learn how to encourage your
students to connect with the Lord and His Word.

(18 attendees max)
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10 Tools and Tips for Better
Classroom Management

Mike Ammons, Director of Student Support, Bay Area Christian School

This practical session equips classroom educators with simple, proven moves
to de-escalate conflict, redirect misbehavior, and repair relationships.
Expect concrete widely applicable strategies you can use tomorrow: brief
scripts, low-prep routines, and tools that work across grades and subjects.
You'll also swap ideas with peers to strengthen a calm, respectful classroom
culture. (18 attendees max)

Authentic Intelligence: Designing
Meaningful Learning Experiences in the Age of Al

Katie Alaniz, Associate Dean, College of Education and Behavioral
Sciences Online/Director, Center for Learning Innovations and Teaching
Excellence, Houston Christian School

: As artificial intelligence rapidly shapes the way students access and create
 / _information, Christian educators have a unique opportunity to prepare the
next generation to think critically, create boldly, and apply their learning in
ways that fulfill their calling and serve others. This session will explore how
teachers can guide students in using Al responsibly and meaningfully
without compromising depth of knowledge or originality.

(18 attendees max)

Where Time Meets Place: Blending
History and Geography

Ashlee Oropeza, Assistant Product Manager of Abeka

History and geography are inseparable. Without place, events lose their
context. This session shows how to weave geography naturally into historical
study, allowing students to develop both chronological and spatial
‘ awareness. (20 attendees max)

{
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Tightening Grammar’s Nuts and Bolts

Cindy Quinlan, Senior Educational Consultant of Abeka

1 Too often, English teachers can get bogged down by the very nuts and
bolts of grammar that make it so important for clear and accurate
communication. If you've ever found yourself bored when teaching the
¥ more fact-based, detailed aspects of grammar, come find in this session
¥ many specific ideas that will keep your grammar lessons effective and
interesting. (20 attendees max)

Preparing for Texas Education
Freedom Accounts (TEFAs)

Laura Colangelo, Executive Director, Texas Private Schools Association

It is an exciting time in Texas! The largest private school choice program
ever is launching in 2026. Come to hear all of the details about this program
from one of the people who helped pass this important piece of legislation.
(18 attendees max)

Faculty and Staff Culture that Leads
to Excellence

Joel Gutowsky, Director of Student Life, Logos Preparatory Academy

=~ For two years, Logos Prep has earned the distinction of being a Best
@ Christian Workplace. Learn what makes the difference and helps position
| g our school as an employer of choice, allowing us to draw from a diverse
=I,_L‘ pool of excellent, Christian educators. (18 attendees max)

V¢
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Stand Watch, Part 2
Jim McKenzie, Educational Consultant, Jim McKenzie LLC

In a world that feels increasingly uncertain and fast-changing, this keynote
encourages educators to take their place on the watchtower--to see with
clarity, stand with courage, and act with compassion. Drawing from real-life
stories in education, teachers and leaders will be challenged to stay to the
needs around them, safeguard what matters most, and faithfully “stand
watch” over the next generation.
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Dying to Teach
Jim McKenzie, Educational Consultant, Jim McKenzie LLC

Teaching is deeply meaningful work, but it can also be exhausting. This
session explores the hidden costs of burnout and its effects on both
teachers and students, offering a roadmap toward renewed health, joy,
and purpose in the classroom. Blending evidence-based practices with
time-tested principles of rest and balance, Jim will guide participants to
identify restorative habits and cultivate a school culture where educators
can thrive. (50 aftendees max)

Verbal Deescalation - Crisis Prevention,
Part 1 of 2

Emillie Armstrong, Special Education Specialist, Dickinson ISD

get heated. This session will help educators identify signs of distress before a

| blowup occurs and help them respond to situations rather than react. This
course is great for all levels of educators. *Session 5 (Part 1) and Session 6

(Part 2) are designed to be taken together for optimal learning.

i (20 attendees max)
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Page 1 7:5



Generation to Generation:
Discovering What Matters Most

Eric Davis, Family Discipleship Pastor, Bay Area Church

Parenting comes with countless challenges and choices, but not everything
we worry about matters equally. It's easy to get caught up in the moment,
just trying to make it through the day. In this breakout, we'll explore how to
shift from reactive parenting to a more intentional approach—focusing on
what truly matters not just for today, but for the years to come. Whether
you're a parent or grandparent, you'll gain practical insights to help guide
your family with clarity and conviction, leaving a legacy of wisdom and faith
that carries from generation to generation. (18 attendees max)

Understanding Neurodivergence

Misty Archer, Certified Neurogrowth Learning Success Coach

a7 Teaching in any setfting can take an emotional, spiritual, and even a
 physical foll on teachers. This session will share research on how to promote
- teacher well-being and resilience. (18 attendees max)

The Science of Teaching Reading:
The Power of Phonological Awareness

Holly Nowalk, 4th Grade Bible & ELA Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

ol Phonological awareness is a foundational early literacy skill that involves the
- ability to detect and manipulate the sound structures of spoken language
L af the sentence, word, syllable, and phoneme levels. This session highlights
@ the research supporting phonological awareness, explores the
developmental progression of phonological awareness skills, and models
instructional strategies teachers can use 1o strengthen students
phonological awareness to support future reading success.

(18 attendees max)

V¢
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Setting the Guided Reading Table
Through Modeled Instruction

Jody Allison, Curriculum Director, First Baptist Christian School

MSV (meaning, structure and visual) cues will be discussed to prepare
teachers and students for the thinking that occurs at the Guided Reading
table. Shared Reading and Read Alouds will be modeled to prepare
students' thinking in advance for Guided Reading. (18 aftendees max)

Beyond the Basics: Turning Reluctant
Readers into Book Lovers

Dana Corniel, Elementary Administrator, Spring Baptist School

Do you have students who can read, but don't love to read? This session is
designed to help teachers spark a genuine passion for reading in every
child. Together, we'll explore creative, easy-to-implement strategies that go
beyond guided reading and build classroom cultures where books are
exciting, personal, and meaningful. Participants will walk away with fresh
% ideas such as “Mystery Readers,” interactive read-alouds, book tastings,
and student-led book talks, as well as simple ways to integrate choice,
curiosity, and community into their reading block. (18 attendees max)

Rooted & Ready:
Discipling the Middle Grades

Andrea Holloway, Fifth Grade Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

The Middles are marvelous! Middle grade students are energetic, curious,
and rapidly changing—which makes teaching them both exciting and
challenging. This seminar explores effective approaches to instruction,
classroom management, and student support designed specifically for
grades 5-8. Participants will leave with research-informed strategies and
ready-to-use practices for building stronger connections, increasing
engagement, and helping students thrive in the middle years.

(18 attendees max)
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Tests and Measurements
Jared Fuquaq, Junior High Principal, Bay Area Christian School

Creating tests and other assessments that cover the six cognitive levels are
imperative if educators are to accurately challenge students and hold
promised academic standards. This session will discuss strategies and
techniques to help educators reach those goals. (18 attendees max)

15 Ways to Leave Your Lecture
Rob LaVohn, English Department Chair, Fort Bend Christian Academy

While direct instruction has its place in the classroom, students need more
active engagement to spur deeper learning. This session will explore fifteen
ways to take teacher-driven presentations and reimagine them as student-
focused classroom experiences. Examples will be drawn from the upper
school English classroom, but the session focus is on methodology and can
be applied to any course. (18 attendees max)

A Biblical Worldview in Secondary Math

Evette Guerreo, Learning Lab Coordinator and Pre Calculus Teacher,
Angleton Christian School

This seminar session will speak on an area that shapes not only our students'
academic success, but also their understanding of God's created order.
Educators will gain strategies for making math relevant.

(18 attendees max)
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God in Art

Inna Terekhina, High School Art Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

Each work of art tells a story. Just as God's creation carries a message, so
~ does the creatfion of human hands. What stories about God and our
relationship with Him are revealed through Christian art? Together we will
explore these stories in various works of art and draw inspiration from the
artists' walk with God. (18 attendees max)

Using Art History in History, Bible and
Language Aris (Revised & Expanded)

Michael Stratton, Teacher, First Baptist Christian Academy

Teachers will be enabled to help students understand historical periods
using contemporary art as a primary source, place famous literary works in
a specific historical context and recognize varied historical interpretations of
the Bible. There will also be some discussion of the limitations and dangers of
using Al images in the classroom. (20 atfendees max)

Yearbook Roundtable
Jennifer Kerr, School Mediq, Bay Area Christian School

3B Yecarbook Production - where creativity meets controlled chaos! In this
. roundtable session, let's share practices that work, troubleshoot challenges,
and frade genius hacks with fellow yearbook creators. From photo
organization, team communication, and camera skills to deadline survival
strategies, this collaborative class will leave you inspired, energized, and
ready to make your best book yet. (18 attendees max)
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Word & Wonder: Bible Journaling and
Prayer for the Next Generation

Ruth Reynaga & Sherrill Ubernosky, First Grade Teachers, First Baptist
Christian Academy

This fun, hands-on session infroduces teachers to the joy of Bible
journaling and how they can use Bible Journals and prayer in
unique ways. No experience needed—ijust bring your
imagination and a heart ready to learn how to encourage your
students to connect with the Lord and His word.

(18 attendees max)

10 Tools and Tips for Better
Classroom Management

Mike Ammons, Director of Student Support, Bay Area Christian School

This practical session equips classroom educators with simple, proven moves
to de-escalate conflict, redirect misbehavior, and repair relationships.
Expect concrete widely applicable strategies you can use tomorrow: brief
scripts, low-prep routines, and tools that work across grades and subjects.
You'll also swap ideas with peers to strengthen a calm, respectful classroom
culture. (18 attendees max)

Authentic Intelligence: Designing
Meaningful Learning Experiences in the Age of Al

Katie Alaniz, Associate Dean, College of Education and Behavioral
Sciences Online/Director, Center for Learning Innovations and Teaching
Excellence, Houston Christian School

As artificial intelligence rapidly shapes the way students access and create
%/* ~information, Christian educators have a unique opportunity to prepare the
L next generation to think critically, create boldly, and apply their learning in
ways that fulfill their calling and serve others. This session will explore how
teachers can guide students in using Al responsibly and meaningfully

without compromising depth of knowledge or originality.
VR
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Virtual Reality Field Trips

Bud Kula, Owner of Vrcore Education

This session will explain the impact of VR learning and its benefits.
Participants will be able to experience Space and the ISS in a
demonstration. The truth of the Bible will be incorporated, and participants
will be shown how science points to the Creator. There will be a few minutes
for questions at the end. (25 attendees max)

Telling the Story of Our Nation: Principles
and People in U.S. History

Ashlee Oropeza, Assistant Product Manager of Abeka

Teaching American history means navigating triumphs, failures, and deeply
rooted values. Learn how to teach the founding documents, key
movements, and national conflicts through a lens of truth, responsibility, and
hope. When students see the heart of a nation, they care more deeply
{ about its future. (20 attendees max)

Reading Between the Lines: Using Current
Events to Sharpen Analysis and Discernment

Cindy Quinlan, Senior Educational Consultant of Abeka

Ensure your students refine their analytical thinking, strengthen discernment,

and develop a deeper awareness of the history unfolding around them

through effective current event discussions. Join this session for tools and

e guidance to establish and refine current event practices that promote
i¥ careful evaluation and strength. (20 attendees max)

V¢
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Free Professional Development for
You and Your Team

Jonathan Edmondson, SchoolBox Director, Herzog Foundation

Discover how you and your team can grow through the Herzog Foundation
Institute’s free professional development programs designed to strengthen
Christian school leaders, teachers, and organizations. This session introduces
the Leader Series, Teacher Series, and Organizational Development Series—
comprehensive, faith-based training opportunities that equip Christian
educators to lead with excellence, teach with impact, and cultivate thriving
school communities. (18 attendees max)

Faculty and Staff Culture that Leads
to Excellence

Joel Gutowsky, Director of Student Life, Logos Preparatory Academy

~ For two years, Logos Prep has earned the distinction of being a Best

o Christian Workplace. Learn what makes the difference and helps position

"4 our school as an employer of choice, allowing us to draw from a diverse
e pool of excellent, Christian educators. (18 aftendees max)
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Teaching Tidy-Up

Cindy Quinlan, Senior Educational Consultant of Abeka

W As the school year progresses, small habits and unnoticed routines often pile
. Up. Whether you're grappling with minor disruptions, a waning sense of

order, or a need to reestablish authority, now is the perfect time for a little
“spring cleaning.” (20 aftendees max)

Verbal Deescalation - Crisis Prevention,
Part 2 of 2

Emillie Armstrong, Special Education Specialist, Dickinson ISD

@l Educators will gain tools that are ready to use to defuse situations that may
W] get heated. This session will help educators identify signs of distress before a
| blow up occurs and help them respond to situations rather than react. This
course is great for all levels of educators. *Session 5 (Part 1) and Session 6
(Part 2) are designed to be taken together for optimal learning.

(20 attendees max)

Your Personal Compass:
Discovering Your Life Purpose

Eric Davis, Family Discipleship Pastor, Bay Area Church

In a world full of noise and endless demands, it's easy to lose sight of what
truly drives you. This session invites you to step back and reflect on your
deeper purpose by creating a personal mission statement shaped by the
truths of Philippians 3:10-11: “l want to know Christ — yes, to know the power
of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His
death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.”
Together, we'll explore how to clarify your God-given “why" — aligning your
passions, decisions, and daily actions with the ultimate goal of knowing
Christ more deeply. Walk away with a personal compass that helps you
navigate life with intentionality, resilience, and eternal perspective.

(18 attendees max)
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Building Teacher Wellbeing & Resilience

Leah Rabb, Elementary Principal, Logos Preparatory Academy

N Teaching in any setting can take an emotional, spiritual and even a physical
- toll on teachers. This session hopes to share research on how fo promofte
 teacher well-being and resilience. (18 attendees max)

Curriculum Roundtable: Mapping,
Professional Development, and more

Linda Mudgett, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, Bay Area
Christian School

B Lcaders are invited to attend a curriculum and professional development
£ k11 roundtable discussion to share ideas on curriculum, mapping choices, and
creating robust professional learning opportunities at their schools.

. (18 attendees max)

Covenants of the Promise: Tracing God'’s
Redemptive Plan from Eden to Christ

Michael Williams, High School Bible Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

“Covenants of the Promise: Tracing God’'s Redemptive Plan from Eden to
Christ” examines how God’s covenants reveal His unfolding work of
redemption. Designed for Christian educators, this seminar traces the
promise of Genesis 3:15 through the covenants with Abraham, Moses, and
David, and its fulfilment in the New Covenant. Participants will gain a
. clearer grasp of Scripture's unity and be equipped to teach the Gospel’s
covenantal storyline with greater depth and confidence.
(18 attendees max)
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Classroom Tips & Tricks
Angelee Perez, Preschool Program Director, Friendswood Christian School

Every classroom has its challenges—but with the right mindset, every
moment can become a teaching opportunity. This interactive session will
I provide educators with practical tools for redirection, positive guidance,
I and classroom flow. Participants will learn how to set the tone for a nurturing
environment where connection leads fo cooperation.

L (18 attendees max)

Think Outside the Book
Melodly Lilley, Third Grade Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

& = Learn how to make mathematical connections between the Concrete
| -:' (manipulative), Pictorial (visual), and Abstract (algorithmic) representations
4 of math fo help students gain a deeper understanding of math concepts.
(18 attendees max)

Beyond the Basics: Turning Reluctant
Readers into Book Lovers

Dana Corniel, Elementary Administrator, Spring Baptist School

Do you have students who can read, but don't love to read? This session is
designed to help teachers spark a genuine passion for reading in every
child. Together, we'll explore creative, easy-to-implement strategies that go
beyond guided reading and build classroom cultures where books are
exciting, personal, and meaningful. Participants will walk away with fresh
~% ideas such as “Mystery Readers,” interactive read-alouds, book tastings,
and student-led book talks, as well as simple ways to integrate choice,
curiosity, and community into their reading block. (18 aftendees max)

:\ \l /:
Page 27



The Neighborhood Academy:
Beyond the Numbers

Donna Bourgeois, Junior High ELA Teacher, Bay Area Christian School

The Neighborhood Academy: Beyond the Numbers, stemmed from being in
an environment that measured students based on scores and not
knowledge. Students were ultimately being academically failed as a result.
This program aims to create a welcoming environment and teach beyond
the scores. (18 attendees max)

Tests and Measurements

Jared Fuquaq, Junior High Principal, Bay Area Christian School

Creating tests and other assessments that cover the six cognitive levels are
imperative if educators are to accurately challenge students and hold
promised academic standards. This session will discuss strategies and
techniques to help educators reach those goals. (18 attendees max)

When Al meets Foldables
Annette Duenes & Suzanne Cox, Teachers, First Baptist Christian Academy

= Join us for an inspiring and hands-on session designed especially
for junior high educators who want to bridge traditional
classroom strategies with innovative technology. In this seminar,
participants will explore how Artificial Intelligence (Al) can
enhance the creation and use of foldables—interactive graphic
organizers that promote critical thinking, creativity, and
comprehension in the classroom. (18 atfendees max)
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15 Ways to Leave Your Lecture

Rob LaVohn, English Department Chair, Fort Bend Christian Academy

While direct instruction has its place in the classroom, students need more
active engagement to spur deeper learning. This session will explore fifteen
ways to take teacher-driven presentations and reimagine them as student-
focused classroom experiences. Examples will be drawn from the upper
school English classroom, but the session focus is on methodology and can
be applied to any course. (18 attendees max)

Launch and Run a School Media Program
Jennifer Kerr, School Media, Bay Area Christian School

@ Build a dynamic, hands-on media program that inspires students and
supports faculty and staff. Discover how to manage media projects, use
social media to highlight and celebrate your school, and create engaging
content with Canva, photography, and video—all while keeping your work
aligned with school branding and ensuring online safety. Walk away with
practical strategies, ready-to-use ideas, and a clear roadmap to launch a
program your students—and the entire school community—will love.

(18 attendees max)

Vivid Teaching (Revised & Expanded)

Michael Stratton, Teacher, First Baptist Christian Academy

Education can too easily slide intfo a series of joyless box-ticking exercises
when learning itself should be one of life's great pleasures. This session offers
strategies to make learning itself more enjoyable for its own sake.

(20 attendees max)
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From Questions to Conversations:
Bringing History to Life

Ashlee Oropeza, Assistant Product Manager of Abeka

Thinking is as an essential component of learning, and conversing on a
matter is a great way to think about it. Discussions deepen interest and
. challenge students to apply what they know. Learn how to pose open-
" ended, thought-provoking questions that encourage students to think
W4 critically and respectfully engage with one another. (20 attendees max)

Free Professional Development for
You and Your Team

Jonathan Edmondson, SchoolBox Director, Herzog Foundation

Discover how you and your feam can grow through the Herzog Foundation
Institute’s free professional development programs designed to strengthen
Christian school leaders, teachers, and organizations. This session introduces
the Leader Series, Teacher Series, and Organizational Development Series—
comprehensive, faith-based training opportunities that equip Christian
educators to lead with excellence, teach with impact, and cultivate thriving
school communities. (18 attendees max)
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