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1 August (Thu)

The God We Worship: Entrance Liturgy

English Standard Version

Psalm 24
The King of Glory
A Psalm of David.
! The earth is the LORD’s and the
fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell
therein,

2 for he has founded it upon the seas

and established it upon the rivers.

¥ Who shall ascend the hill of
the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy
place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure
heart,
who does not lift up his soul
to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.

5 He will receive blessing from

the LORD
and righteousness from the God of
his salvation.

% Such is the generation of those who

seek him,
who seek the face of the God of
Jacob. Selah

7 Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
# Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
? Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
""Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,

he is the King of glory! Selah
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2 August (Fri) Faithfulness When Unrighteousness Rules: Community Lament

English Standard Version

Psalm 12
The Faithful Have Vanished
To the choirmaster: according to The
Sheminith. A Psalm of David.
I Save, O LORD, for the godly one is
gone;
for the faithful have vanished from
among the children of man.
2 Everyone utters lies to his neighbor;
with flattering lips and a double
heart they speak.
? May the LORD cut off all flattering
lips,
the tongue that makes great boasts,
4 those who say, “With our tongue we
will prevail,

our lips are with us; who is master

over us?”
> “Because the poor are plundered,
because the needy groan,
I will now arise,” says the LORD;
“I'will place him in the safety for
which he longs.”
% The words of the LORD are pure
words,
like silver refined in a furnace on
the ground,
purified seven times.
" You, O LORD, will keep them;
you will guard us from this
generation forever.
¥ On every side the wicked prow],
as vileness is exalted among the

children of man.
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3 August (Sat)

Taste the Goodness of God: Song of Thanksgiving

English Standard Version

Psalm 34
Taste and See That the LORD Is
Good
Of David, when he changed his behavior
before Abimelech, so that he drove him
out, and he went away.
! T will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my
mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the
LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together!
41 sought the LORD, and he answered
me
and delivered me from all my fears.
Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be
ashamed.
8 This poor man cried, and the LORD
heard him
and saved him out of all his
troubles.
7 The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and
delivers them.
8 O, taste and see that the LORD is
good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge
in him!
? Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him have no
lack!

1" The young lions suffer want and
hunger;
but those who seek the LORD lack
no good thing.
1 Come, O children, listen to me;
I'will teach you the fear of the
LORD.
2What man is there who desires life
and loves many days, that he may
see good?
3 Keep your tongue from evil
and your lips from speaking deceit.
4 Turn away from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.
3 The eyes of the LORD are toward the
righteous
and his ears toward their cry.
16 The face of the LORD is against
those who do evil,
to cut off the memory of them from
the earth.
7When the righteous cry for help, the
LORD hears
and delivers them out of all their
troubles.
"8 The LORD is near to the
brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.
1 Many are the afflictions of the
righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of
them all.
2 He keeps all his bones;

not one of them is broken.



Psalm 34

2! Affliction will slay the wicked, servants;
and those who hate the righteous none of those who take refuge in
will be condemned. him will be condemned.

2 The LORD redeems the life of his
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4 August (Sun)

When God Seems Far Away: Individual Lament

English Standard Version

Psalm 42
Why Are You Cast Down, O My
Soul?
To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons
of Korah.
! As a deer pants for flowing streams,
so pants my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and appear before
God?
3 My tears have been my food
day and night,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”
4 These things I remember,
as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng
and lead them in procession to the
house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,
a multitude keeping festival.
> Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,
my salvation ® and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;

therefore I remember you

from the land of Jordan and of
Hermon,
from Mount Mizar.
7 Deep calls to deep
at the roar of your waterfalls;
all your breakers and your waves
have gone over me.
% By day the LORD commands his
steadfast love,
and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
? Isay to God, my rock:
“Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning
because of the oppression of the
enemy?”
19 As with a deadly wound in my bones,
my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me all the day long,
“Where is your God?”
"Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,

my salvation and my God.
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5 August (Mon)

God Is Our Refuge and Strength: Song of Zion

English Standard Version

Psalm 46
God Is Our Fortress
To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah.
According to Alamoth. A Song.
! Godis our refuge and strength,
avery present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear though the
earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved
into the heart of the sea,
* though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its
Selah
4 There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most
High.
5 God s in the midst of her; she shall
not be moved;

swelling.

God will help her when morning
dawns.

¢ The nations rage, the kingdoms

totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
8 Come, behold the works of the
LORD,
how he has brought desolations on
the earth.
® He makes wars cease to the end of the
earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the
spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
10“Be still, and know that I am God.
I'will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
' The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Selah
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6 August (Tue) Sing Praises to Our King: Song of Praise

English Standard Version

Psalm 47
God Is King over All the Earth

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of

Korah.
! Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of
joy!
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to
be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
* He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.
4 He chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
Selah

* God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a
trumpet.
¢ Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing
praises!
7 For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
8 God reigns over the nations;
God sits on his holy throne.
? The princes of the peoples gather
as the people of the God of
Abraham.
For the shields of the earth belong to
God;
he is highly exalted!
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7 August (Wed)

Open-Hearted Confession: Individual Lament

English Standard Version

Psalm 51
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David,
when Nathan the prophet went to him,
after he had gone in to Bathsheba.
! Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
? Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.

N

Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your
words
and blameless in your judgment.
Behold, I was brought forth in
iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive
me.
Behold, you delight in truth in the
inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the
secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken

rejoice.

106

? Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
"1 Cast me not away from your
presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from
me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your
salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
B3 Then I will teach transgressors your
ways,
and sinners will return to you.
! Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O
God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of
your righteousness.
50 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your
praise.
16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or
I'would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt
offering.
'7The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God,
you will not despise.
¥ Do good to Zion in your good
pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;

19 then will you delight in right



Psalm 51

sacrifices, then bulls will be offered on your
in burnt offerings and whole burnt altar.
offerings;
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8 August (Thu)

The Missionary Challenge: Community Thanksgiving

English Standard Version

Psalm 67
Make Your Face Shine upon Us
To the choirmaster: with stringed
instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
! May God be gracious to us and bless
us
and make his face to shine upon us,
Selah
? that your way may be known on
earth,
your saving power among all
nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you!
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for
joy,
for you judge the peoples with
equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Selah
> Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
% The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.
7 God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!
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9 August (Fri)

God’s Wisdom in an Unjust World: Wisdom Psalm

English Standard Version

Psalm 73
God Is My Strength and Portion
Forever
A Psalm of Asaph.
! Truly God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart.
But as for me, my feet had almost
stumbled,
my steps had nearly slipped.
For I'was envious of the arrogant
when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked.
For they have no pangs until death;
their bodies are fat and sleek.
They are not in trouble as others are;
they are not stricken like the rest of
mankind.
Therefore pride is their necklace;
violence covers them as a garment.
Their eyes swell out through fatness;
their hearts overflow with follies.
They scoff and speak with malice;
loftily they threaten oppression.
They set their mouths against the
heavens,
and their tongue struts through the
earth.
!0 Therefore his people turn back to
them,
and find no fault in them.
! And they say, “How can God know?
Is there knowledge in the Most
High?”
12Behold, these are the wicked;

always at ease, they increase in
riches.
3 Allin vain have I kept my heart clean
and washed my hands in innocence.
" For all the day long I have been
stricken
and rebuked every morning.
51f1 had said, “I will speak thus,”
I'would have betrayed the
generation of your children.
16 But when I thought how to
understand this,
it seemed to me a wearisome task,
"7 until I went into the sanctuary of
God;
then I discerned their end.
18 Truly you set them in slippery places;
you make them fall to ruin.
! How they are destroyed in a moment,
swept away utterly by terrors!
201 ike a dream when one awakes,
O Lord, when you rouse yourself,
you despise them as phantoms.
2'When my soul was embittered,
when I was pricked in heart,
221 was brutish and ignorant;
I'was like a beast toward you.
2 Nevertheless, I am continually with
you;
you hold my right hand.
#You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will receive me
to glory.
'Whom have I in heaven but you?



Psalm 73

And there is nothing on earth that I
desire besides you.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
2" For behold, those who are far from

you shall perish;

you put an end to everyone who is
unfaithful to you.
2 But for me it is good to be near God;
I have made the Lord God my
refuge,
that I may tell of all your works.
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10 August (Sat) Hoping and Working: Song of Ascents
English Standard Version
Psalm 126 * The LORD has done great things for
Restore Our Fortunes, O LORD us;
A Song of Ascents. we are glad.

! When the LORD restored the
fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with
laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things

for them.”

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like streams in the Negeb!
5 Those who sow in tears
shall reap with shouts of joy!
8 He who goes out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,

bringing his sheaves with him.
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The Hong Kong Bible Society —
a Member of the United Bible Societies

“Providing a Bible that one can understand and at a price they can afford.” — has
been the mission of the United Bible Societies (UBS) for decades. Established in 1946,
it currently has over 140 member societies. UBS engages in Bible ministry, including
Bible translation, publication, distribution and promotion in more than 200 countries and
territories around the world. Together, member societies from different parts of the world
assume 80% of the difficult task of distributing Bibles and facilitate the planting and growth
of churches.

Since 1950, the Hong Kong Bible Society (HKBS) is the sole official member of the
UBS family in Hong Kong. Devoted to the publication, distribution and promotion of the
Bible, HKBS explores every opportunity in spreading the Word of God. For instance, Bibles
are distributed to hotels and hospitals; daily Bible calendars are dispatched to the elderly
who live alone, while monthly Bible calendars are given to families of local communities.
In addition, regular Bible promotion activities are being held to encourage the reading and
application of biblical principles.

From “Chinese Union Version” to “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese
Union Version)”

The “Chinese Union Version” (CUV) is the most reputable Chinese Bible translation
loved by all Chinese around the world. It has nurtured thousands upon thousands in their
spiritual lives and has blessed numerous Chinese churches.

Back in the 19th century, the British and Foreign Bible Society commissioned Rev.
Robert Morrison to China to begin the Chinese Bible translation. After years of dedication
to the translation work in China, the complete Bible was published in 1823 (Shen Tian
Sheng Shu). However, by the end of the century, more than 40 different versions of the
Chinese Bible were translated by different overseas mission boards and were accessible in
various Chinese provinces. This caused much inconvenience to the Bible ministry amongst
local churches. In 1890, the leaders of all faction churches and missionaries met in Shanghai
and agreed that cooperative translation work of the CUV should commence with a spirit of
collaboration to inspire future generations and pass on the Christian heritage. After almost
30 years, the CUV was published in 1919.

With changes in literal expressions, the discovers of ancient manuscripts (such as
the “Dead Sea Scrolls”), the research work of the “Septuagint” version, all providing new
insight to the translation of scriptures, UBS obtained consent from local Chinese churches
to revise the CUV in 1983. After almost 30 years, HKBS published the Old and New
Testament of the “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese Union Version)”. Being
the first revised version of the CUYV, it is hoped that the spirit of collaboration and unity be
lived out more fully in all Chinese churches as they read from the same version.

While the digital era offers new challenges in Bible distribution, HKBS is keen to
provide different electronic products of the “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese
Union Version)” to encourage believers to read the Bible more often. (To find out more
about our ministry, please visit our website www.hkbs.org.hk.)
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Bible Translation « Expanding God’s Kingdom
Promoting God’s Teachings ¢ Rooted in the Holy Word

The Worldwide Bible Society (WWBS), as its name implies, is an organisation that serves
Chinese churches and believers on a worldwide basis. Its predecessor was the New Chinese Bible
Centre (NCBC). Under the leadership of Dr Philip Teng, Dr John Pao and Rev. Stephen Chan, the
esteemed spiritual seniors, NCBC was established in 1972 and began the translation work of “The
Chinese New Version” (CNV). The Chinese New Testament was published in 1976, while the
Chinese New and Old Testament was published in 1992. In 2001, NCBC transformed into WWBS.
Immediately WWBS was registered and set up offices in Hong Kong, USA, Canada, Singapore,
Taiwan and Australia. At the same time, representatives were appointed in Malaysia, Philippines,
Japan and Europe to extend the service of promoting God’s word to Chinese churches and believers
around the world.

Bible Translation Ministry

“Worldwide Chinese Bible”(WCB): More than a decade ago we launched a new Bible
translation project. With a full-time resident scholar acting as the chief editor, dozens of Chinese
Bible scholars from all over the world were invited to carefully revise the existing translation with
reference to the original text, another group of scholars to respond and supplement, and a special
team of Chinese language professors to refine the language. The aim was to provide the Chinese
churches with a Chinese Bible version which would meet the language needs of today’s believers
for the next 50 years. By God’s grace, since 2011, we have published the “Worldwide Chinese
Bible” single edition, as well as the guide edition of the Old and New Testaments (four books), with
rich commentary notes on textual criticism, translation and interpretation of the scripture to help
believers read and understand the Bible. In order to meet the needs of the church, the pew edition of
the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” was then published in September 2023. The commentary notes are
omitted from this version. May God use the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” to meet the devotional needs
of individual believers in the years to come.

Ethnic Minority Bible: We have in the past worked with many international missionary
organisations to translate and publish the Bible for Ethnic Minority, using CNV as the blue print.
With the grace of God, this has resulted in a significant increase in the number of believers. With the
completion and publication of “Worldwide Chinese Bible”, it will further facilitate the translation
ministry for Ethnic Minority. You are earnestly requested to support this significant and impactful
ministry through your prayers and donations.

Promoting God’s Teachings Ministry

Publishing: Over the years, WWBS has published different types of Bible. These include “CNV
Study Bible” (the notes of which are based on the doctrine of Sola Scriptura, which also includes six
creeds, catechisms and confessions, as well as more than 70 articles on basic beliefs); “CNV Soul
Care Bible” (which cares about the needs of the soul, addresses personal growth and contemporary
social issues and responds to life’s challenges with biblical truth); “CNV Exegetical Study Bible -
New Testament” (which contains more than 60,000 notes to help readers understand the basis of the
translation, principle of choice, cultural features, and the main explanations and translations); “CNV
Kid’s Bible: A Character Builder” (which helps children learn New and Old Testament characters and
develop important morals and qualities from their childhood”; “CNV and CUV Parallel Bible” and
many Chinese English bilingual versions (CNV/NIV, CNV/ESV, CNV/NKJV, CNV/NASB, CNV/
NET, CNV/NLT), Chinese Japanese bilingual version (CNV/NJB) and Chinese Italian bilingual
version. Thanks be to God, these publications are well liked and supported by the churches and
believers.

Training: Over the years, WWBS has organised Bible lectures, invited Bible scholars from all
over the world to teach the word of God, worked with churches of different denominations in different
regions to conduct life transformation courses, visited different churches to give thematic messages
and sermon, and assisted churches to nurture believers. May God use this popular training to bless
more churches and believers.

Global Bible Reading and Study Action 2024: By distributing Bible reading videos every day,
we help believers read the Old and New Testaments in one year according to the scheduled Bible
reading plan.

Other Ministries: These include Internet ministry, Bible distribution ministry, theological education
ministry, student ministry and community ministry. Details are provided at www.wwbible.org.
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To Evangelise The Chinese World With The Chinese Word

At Chinese Bible International (CBI), we commit ourselves to participate in God’s mission
through publishing and distributing His Word, to make the Bible available, accessible and affordable
to Chinese readers around the world. Our goal is to encourage all to know God through the Bible
and be transformed by His Word. There are four dimensions to our ministry: Bible Translation, Bible
Engagement, the Oracle Bible Centre and Bible Outreach.

Bible Translation

The mission to provide the Chinese community with accessible Bible translations has driven
CBI’s ministry since its establishment. At the turn of the century, two new and exciting translation
projects took off: the Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV) and the Chinese New Living Translation
(CNLT).

* Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV)
The CCV translation project began in 1993 with the aim to translate the Bible directly from
its original languages in contemporary Chinese, to create a translation which reflects scholarly
insight, presents literary accuracy, and conveys the Word of God powerfully in this day and
age. The New Testament and the Pentateuch were published in 2010 and 2014. The rest of the
Old Testament is still in progress.

* Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT)
The Chinese New Living Translation is translated from the New Living Translation (NLT),
a contemporary English version known for its precision and its clear, dynamic and relatable
style. The CNLT embodies these strengths and is a highly accessible translation that
effectively communicates the Bible’s message to the common person. It was published in
2012.

Bible Engagement

We believe that everyone needs the Bible, specifically a Bible that may nurture them as
one navigates life. CBI offers a variety of Bibles for people of all ages from all walks of life,
including a wide selection of diglot Bibles and children’s Bibles. We also publish Bible study tools,
commentaries, and an array of study Bibles: the Life Application Bible, The Maxwell Leadership
Bible, The Leadership Bible, The Bible for Hope and the Students’ Life Application Bible, to name
a few. Besides print media, CBI is eager to explore ways to distribute the Word of God on electronic
platforms. The Chinese Bible APP is one example of our endeavours to equip and empower the next
generation of believers in a digital world.

The Oracle Bible Centre

The Oracle Bible Centre is reopened in November 2023, extending CBI’s mission from Bible
publishing and translation to biblical teaching and training. We are committed to teaching Scripture
faithfully, clearly and with solid study. Various Bible seminars and courses are held on a regular
basis for pastors, seminary students, church leaders and lay Christians. Seminars are free of charge
so that those with little financial resources may also be well versed in the Bible.

Bible Outreach

The aim of our outreach ministry is to impact the wider community with the life-giving
message of the gospel through Bible giving schemes and outreach activities for families, schools and
churches.

* Free Bible Giving
CBI collaborates with churches, organisations and believers to distribute free Bibles and
evangelistic materials to Chinese-speaking communities locally and abroad.
¢ Bible Outreach Activities
We organise activities to encourage people to engage with the Scripture. Regular events
include the annual Bible Recitation Festival, which is open to schools and the public, and the
Bible Subject Award Scheme for schools.
Our long-term goal is to impart the truth of biblical faith to all Chinese people by making the
Bible and its teachings accessible to all Chinese-speaking communities, so as to pave the way for
God's transformation of the Chinese world!
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