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Post-Storm Exhilaration

Photo by Longboater Bob Parrish.

Transportation (FDOT) for round-
abouts in Downtown Sarasota.

Specifically, the fact that the bids 
for the concrete pads to mount 
the sculptures that were to be 
placed into the center of the round-
abouts on US 41 at both 10th and 
14th Streets came in at a total of 

$1.13 million from Jon F. Swift 
Construction. The City had only 
budgeted $514,000 for the two 
pads and rejected the bid from 
Swift.

City staff, including City 
Manager Marlon Brown and City 

Hurricane Idalia
This storm was mostly a surge 

event with some wind and rain. The 
flooding on the bay side in low areas 
was significant. So that the Town 
can collect damage data that may 
help in receiving public assistance 
funding, please report any damage 
(water intrusion, structural dam-
age) to permitdesk@longboatkey.
org or you may call (941) 316-1966 
to report it. 

Greer Island Spit 
Removal and Canal 
1A Dredging

Coastal Dredging and their sub-
contractor are completing the final 
dredging of the spit. The contrac-
tors are preparing to de-mobilizing 
the dredge equipment. The dune 
planting is complete. The contrac-
tor will work through the punch 
list items and submit final surveys 
for acceptance in the coming weeks. 

FDOT Crosswalk 
work now underway 
on Longboat Key

FDOT has started construction of 
their crosswalk safety upgrade proj-
ect. The project begins at the South 
end of Longboat Key and works its 
way North through Holmes Beach. 
The crosswalks included within the 
Town are Country Club Shores 
mid-block pedestrian crossing; 
Bayfront Park mid-block pedestrian 
crossing; near Banyan Bay Club; 
near Companion Way; and South 
of Broadway Street. 

2023-2024 (FY24) 
Budget to be adopted 
in September

The Commission will meet 
September 11 and September 26 
(both at 5:01pm) to hold public 
hearings to set the millage rate for 
the Town, and formally adopt the 
FY24 Budget. The FY24 Budget 
was developed during Budget 
Workshops on May 15, 2023, 
and June 20th during which the 
Commission identified funding for 
their priority projects for FY24, and 
on June 30 when the maximum 
millage rate was set. 

LBK has growth spurt
The State’s draft official 2023 

permanent population estimate for 
Longboat Key has increased by 18 
people over the last year (and by 
32 since the 2020 Census). The 
Sarasota County portion of the 
Town increased by 15 from last 
year’s estimate and Manatee County 
portion of the island increased by 3 
during that same period. The total 
population is 7,537! 

The Following are 
updates on Longboat 
Key Town news and 
projects...

Mote President & CEO Dr. Michael P. Crosby and U.S. Representative 
Steube will be cutting the ribbon at 9 a.m. Monday to a new Caribbean king 
crab hatchery facility alongside State Senator Gruters; State Representative 
McFarland; National Marine Sanctuary Foundation Vice President 
of External Affairs Shannon Colbert; Kevin Claridge, Vice President, 
Mote’s Sponsored Research and Coastal Policy Programs; and Coral Reef 
Restoration Research Program Manager Dr. Jason Spadaro.

The new facility, named Mote’s Florida Coral Reef Restoration Crab 
Hatchery Research Center, was funded in part by an award from the 
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation as part of the Mission: Iconic Reefs 

Mote to cut ribbon on Caribbean king 
crab hatchery to help save Florida reefs

Research Program Manager 
Dr. Jason Spadaro.

Mote is working on mitigating algal 
overgrowth and preventing, or potentially 
reversing, seaweed dominance

Public Art Coordinator Mary Davis Wallace, offered 
excuses, explanations and possible compromises as a 
salvo to the bad news. 
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4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234

(941) 355-8437

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208

(941) 748-4679

Public Art Coordinator Mary Davis Wallace, offered excuses, explanations and possible com-
promises as a salvo to the bad news. 

At a Public Art Committee Meeting last month, Wallace explained that the cost is excessive 
because US 41 is a State Road with much more stringent construction standards including the 
ability to withstand 155 mph winds. That makes the pool of possible contractors much smaller 
than if the pads were to be built on a City roadway such as Ringling Boulevard or Fruitville 
Road. 

Wallace also said that construction costs have tripled if not more, “in everyone’s defense.”
At the meeting last month, Wallace said that the Public Art Committee should make a 

recommendation on other locations to place the sculptures, possibly in the “vicinity” of the 
roundabouts. 

Centerpiece is on the block
The fact that the City under-budgeted at the 10th and 14th Street locations does not bode 

well for its Master Plan, which was to install two signature sculptures; one at US 41 and 
Fruitville Road and the most significant at Gulfstream Avenue and US 41 in the most recently 
completed roundabout. 

The City has already paid more than $58,000 for the two sculptures at 10th and 14th Street 
and Wallace said she does not want the City to decline the pieces, but bring them into the 
collection, “near alternative sites.”

City Manager Marlon Brown said he wants to have a conversation with the City Commission 
on the alternatives to the sculptures in the roundabouts, or, to gauge if there is consensus for 
the City to somehow make a push to find the money and make the Master Plan come to life. 

A unique proposition…
Sarasota has been recognized nationally for spearheading with FDOT the Art in Roundabout 

Program. It is part of the City’s Master Plan for public art as well as mobility and the fact that 
FDOT agreed to the pilot came after months of working with the agencies crafting plans and 
fashioning design criteria. 

The fact that the sculptures may not be placed in the roundabouts is not a loss for 
Commissioner Jennifer Ahearn-Koch. She says that the City can always bid again and costs can 
come down and the sculptures could be relocated to the roundabouts in the future. Ahearn-
Koch maintains that the public art in the Roundabout Program is not being abandoned, but 
there simply is not money that can be transferred from some other fund in the City to pay 
for public art. In fact, she said that the City is proposing raising the Public Art Fund from ½ 
percent to 1 percent “because things are getting more expensive.”

 Additionally, Ahearn-Koch pointed out that the 70-foot red sculpture, Complexis, which 
once loomed behind the current Gulfstream Roundabout, will return to the Bayfront since it 
is only on loan to the Ringling Museum. She also mentioned that the City is discussing trans-
forming public fountains into locations for public sculpture and art, which is less expensive to 
maintain. Ahearn-Koch said that if private donors or the Town of Longboat Key or the County 
wish to contribute to the Roundabout Project, it might be feasible, but this has to be explored. 

 

Brooks+Scarpa, STUDIOS Architecture, and Sweet 
Sparkman Architecture & Interiors shortlisted in 
Reimagining Pei competition at New College in Sarasota

Three finalists have been selected by the New College and Architecture Sarasota for its 
Re-imagining Pei design competition to transform the I.M. Pei–designed student dormitories 
at New College’s East Campus, dubbed Pei Campus. Out of 35 total entries, the three short-
listed firms are Brooks+Scarpa; STUDIOS Architecture; and Sweet Sparkman Architecture 
& Interiors, a Sarasota office. Each will receive a $10,000 honorarium from the New College 
Foundation to “further develop their design concepts,” according to a press release. The win-
ning entry will be publicly announced November 17.

Mick Jagger and partner, Melanie Hamrick 
sell Lakewood Ranch home for $3.25 Million

Mick Jagger is moving right out of his gated community in Lakewood Ranch, Florida. 
The Rolling Stones frontman and his partner, choreographer and former ballerina Melanie 

Hamrick, sold the waterfront home for $3.25 million at the end of August. The couple, who 
have been together since 2014, spent more than $400,000 remodeling the home during their 
ownership, including cosmetic changes, extensive landscaping and the addition of security 
cameras and gates.
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $8,995,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor 
plan,  highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be 
impressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

LIDO SHORES  •  1212 CENTER PLACE                                                $6,649,000
Currently under construction and ready by end of the year!  Spectacular 
location, steps to your own private, sandy beach on Gulf of Mexico.  Home 
includes a breathtaking SKY TERRACE offering additional 1500 sq ft of walk-
able terrace area with 360 degree panoramic views of Sarasota’s magnificent 
city and water views. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, bright, 
and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great room.  
Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai.  The residence 
boasts 4,750 sq. ft. of air-conditioned space.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

MOVE IN FALL 2023

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

YOUR LAND IS IN DEMAND
 We are actively seeking to purchase

tear down properties.

YOU MAY BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH 
YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

 LET’S CHAT!

  Let’s chat about  getting your 
home market-ready for the 
upcoming selling season. 

My team of vendors, including stagers 
and home improvement professionals, 

are here to get you the best $$$. 
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Dennis Girard, Realtor
941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110  •  Sarasota, FL 34236  

 LUXURY PENTHOUSE

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT

2101 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #2504
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,358 SF | UPDATED
$1,499,900

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL

3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$895,000

2109 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #1203
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FURNISHED
$1,200,000

GULF FRONT LOT 
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW SOLD - $3,995,000

GULF VIEWS

DIRECT BAY FRONT

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

4BR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF |  24’ DOCK 
$3,325,000

JUST LISTED

NNNIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS
$29 Dinner Specials 
$7.  Cocktail Specials 

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

OPEN THIS
SEPTEMBER!

Come Enjoy an Island Experience at
Harry's on Longboat Key! 

Menu Starts September 5th - October 3rd!

A Longboat Key Landmark

ffrfrffrf erer sese hshs flflf alal vava ovov roro srsr
fresh flavors

50

Statins column
To: Matthew Edlund
Your article in the Longboat Key News on Statins was right on and couldn’t agree with you 

more.  Pharma companies drive fear into patients and most of all doctors in our industry.  
Lowering cholesterol means more profit for pharma.  They have brain washed our Drs. to the 
point that they just roll with it with no clinical studies that prove statins reduce mortality, not 
one.  I knew several cardiologists / family practice Drs. that believed this approach in more 
harmful than good, especially for kidney failure and other impacted organs (you will never 
hear that from pharma). 

Many Doctors saw the negative effects of statins 20 years ago and put their patients on other 
therapies and approaches.  I recently retired from an integrated clinical lab that tested nutri-
ents, antioxidants and other parameters that the mainstream statin brainwashed groupies did 
not understand.  The countless conferences / lectures I attended supported that there is a time 
and a place for different therapies, the numbers only tell a part of the picture.  Great article.

Bob Weingartner
Longboat Key

Idalia flooding
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Today I learned three new pieces of info:
Several long-time residents and merchants report that water has been coming up through 

the St. Armands storm drains for years, as it did when Idalia approached.  If this is true, then 
there are either no backflow preventers, or they are not operating effectively.

Last September (2022), there was a heavy rain event that caused significant flooding on the 
Circle.  Link to news alert.  It was reported to me that the electrical control panels in one or 
more pump stations failed.  If this is true, then it has been known that our pump stations fail 
during flooding events.  Why can’t these electrical control panels be water-proofed?

The day before Hurricane Idalia hit, there was a car crash involving one of our pump sta-
tions.  I believe this happened at the intersection of N Washington Dr and Madison Dr in the 
northeast quadrant which is where the worst of the residential flooding seems to have occurred.  
Link to news report (includes a video).

Additionally:
I have not yet heard from anyone in the City with regard to the questions I’ve raised.  
The County Public Works Director, Spencer Anderson, responded to my initial questions, 

and I am waiting to hear back regarding some follow-up questions.
We’re trying to understand what happened and to see if there is anything that can be done to 

keep this from happening again, or to lessen future impacts.  A sincere thank you to everyone 

who is getting back to me and helping with this.  If this can be prevented, then let’s get it done:

P.S. If you can stay up to 11pm, I’ve heard that ABC7 News will be airing a segment on this 
tonight, and one of our residents was interviewed!  If you happen to be out of town, you can 
watch it live at this link:  https://www.mysuncoast.com/livestream/  There are also links at the 
bottom of the page, and the 5pm News leads with this segment.

Chris Goglia
President, St. Armands Residents Association

Idalia Flooding
To: St. Armands Residents Association President Chris Gogglia  
I have been following all your flood reports and thank you for them.  We have friends on 

Washington who suffered water damage, and we are watching closely your investigation of the 
valve and pump issues.  Longboat Key experienced serious flooding in our 3 most flood-prone 
neighborhoods, even before the storm hit, as well as in spots along Gulf of Mexico Drive.  We 
had already commissioned sea level rise improvements in two of those neighborhoods and are 
considering whether some type of pumping should be included.

Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help out.  At a minimum, we plan to use 
scheduled meetings with the City and County to press for the full-scale streets improvement 
plan for St. Armand’s as soon as can be arranged.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key
ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS

The Town of Longboat Key is accepting applications for appointment to the following 
boards:

CONSOLIDATED RETIREMENT SYSTEM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

All applications must be submitted to the Office of the Town Clerk by 12:00 p.m. 
on September 20, 2023. All applicants must be registered voters of the Town of 
Longboat Key. Late applications will be held for one year for any future board/
committee vacancies that may arise. 

All members of the Consolidated Retirement System Board of Trustees are required 
to file a financial disclosure form within 30 days after appointment and annually 
thereafter for the duration of the appointment as required by Florida Statutes 
Chapter 112.

The Town Commission may schedule a Meet and Greet with applicants at a later date. 
Please call the Office of the Town Clerk at 941-316-1999 for an application or if you 
have any questions. Applications are also available online at: www.longboatkey.org. 
Completed applications may be submitted to:

Town of Longboat Key – Office of the Town Clerk
501 Bay Isles Road  

Longboat Key FL 34228

Stephanie Janney, Administrative Assistant
Published:  09-01-2023, 09-08-2023
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

830 TARAWITT DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 built home. Living 
area and kitchen open to the patio and contemporary pool.  The privacy of the 

second level offers two guest bedrooms with full bath, plus an extra lounge.

$2,724,900

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy 

Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW.

$5,000,000

 5910 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Under Construction.  This spectacular,4,210 sq. ft.,  newly built 4BR/4.5BA, 

coastal contemporary waterfront home provides easy access to the Intracoastal 
Waterway, Sarasota Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a three-quarter acre lot 

with 133 feet of frontage on a 125-foot-wide canal.  

$5,800,000

NOW SOLD!

NOW SOLD!

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #601 | LONGBOAT KEY
Stunning views of the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay in this 6th-floor condominium in Promenade. The desirable end unit 

features 2 bedrooms plus a den, all with full baths, abundant floor-to-ceiling windows and glass sliders to 2 balconies.

$1,995,000
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AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
A FIESTA FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS!

5610 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #5, LONGBOAT KEY
941.383.8033

LAVILLALONGBOATKEY  •  LAVILLAMEXFOODLBK.COM

EditorLetters
Idalia Flooding 

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
More from St. Armand’s.  Do we have temporary, portable 

pumping systems like the county that cd be deployed when 
needed?

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Idalia Flooding
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier  
I’m learning about more and more homes on St. Armands 

that were completely flooded.  The Northeast quadrant of 
St. Armands around the parking garage seems to have been 
particularly hard hit.

Former St. Armands Residents Association President Bill 
Rex sent me the following information from his past experi-
ence:

The 5 pumps are underground and should not have shorted 
out. 

The backup generators are elevated. 
The county works on this equipment regularly.
There are one way valves on many storm drain pipes.
The system was designed to handle 9 in rain in one day.
Hurricane surge was not part of the engineering plan.

The combination of rain, full moon and the hard side 
of hurricane combined to be a “hundred year storm” for St 
Armands

I wish to thank our County Commissioner for District 2, 
Mark Smith, for asking the County Director of Public Works, 
Spencer Anderson, to respond to my various questions.  Mr. 
Anderson’s responses are as follows:

The flooding was caused by roughly 3 feet of storm surge 
on top of the high tides with westerly winds 

the tidal condition isn’t higher than the outfall. In this 
situation, the tide/surge was too high so the island could not 
drain by gravity.

The County and City have an Interlocal Agreement for the 
County to maintain the City’s public stormwater infrastruc-
ture. The St Armands stormwater system is part of the City’s 
public stormwater infrastructure.

The large majority, if not all, of the stormwater/drainage 
outfalls on St Armands have been constructed or retrofitted 
with backflow prevention devices. These devices are necessary 
to ensure the pumping system is not constantly pumping sea-
water during high tides.

We are evaluating options for raising the electrical control 
panels.

The stormwater pumping system was specifically designed 
to protect the island for rainfall events not expected to coin-
cide with a tidal/surge event that would result in overtop-
ping of the island’s seawall system. Once the seawalls are 
overtopped a pumping system cannot overcome the volume 

of water coming over the seawalls. Unless the seawalls can be 
raised, adding capacity/capability to the pumping system is 
not anticipated to provide a significantly greater level of flood 
protection.

Each Friday, the City sends out an email newsletter, and 
you can view the most recent one at this link.  In it is the 
following request:

If you experienced flood damage at your Sarasota home, 
please report it to the City at FloodingInfo@Sarasotafl.gov. 
Include your name, address and contact information as well 
as a brief description of the damage and photos, if available.

One resident reported to me that emails sent to this email 
address were not getting through.  I confirmed this at the 
time, but I believe it is working now (at least I’m not getting 
an undeliverable message anymore).

Another resident noticed that the City has a webpage 
devoted to flood information which you can access at this 
link:  https://www.sarasotafl.gov/services/flood-information   
This webpage mentions a different, but similar, email address 
that you can also try to use:  FloodInfo@sarasotaFL.gov

So, where does that leave us?
Were the pump station failures preventable?  I think so, 

and I’m glad to hear from the County that they are evaluating 
options for raising their electrical control panels. 

But, the County is also saying that so much water must 
have been coming over the seawalls at one or more locations 
that it wouldn’t have mattered; that even functioning pump 
stations wouldn’t have been able to keep up, and that the only 
way to prevent similar occurrences in the future is to raise the 
seawalls.  It is my understanding that this is the responsibility 
of individual property owners, and that there may be limits 
on how high you can raise your seawall if you choose to do so!

The County is also saying that the large majority, if not all, 
of the stormwater/drainage outfalls on St Armands have been 
constructed or retrofitted with backflow prevention devices.  
I’d like to see an audit of these outfalls to make sure that they 
all have them and that they are all working.  Because I heard 
from a merchant who saw water coming out of storm drains 
and onto the streets on Tuesday morning before the peak of 
the storm surge and tide.  This was on Madison Dr in front 
of the Wells Fargo property.

I will continue to send more information as I get it.
Chris Goglia
President
St. Armands Residents Association

Congratulations
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Congratulations on your appointment to the 2023-2024 

FLC Federal Action Strike Team or FAST, approved by FLC 
President Greg Ross. Please find your formal appointment 
letter attached.

Thank you for volunteering your expertise and time to 
advance the FLC Federal Action Agenda. You can review the 
committee roster and overview in the attached documents.

Our first committee meeting will coincide with the FLC 
Legislative Conference, and we will share meeting details with 
you soon.

Your commitment is highly appreciated, and we anticipate 
your valuable contributions.

If you cannot serve on this committee for some reason, 
please contact me or Allison Payne at (850) 701-3602 or 
APayne@flcities.com. I look forward to working with you 
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

EditorLetters
Letters, from page 6

Physician
recommended 

The Only Liposomal Formulation using Olive Pomace
Oil with a Unique Combination of Ingredients to: 

Decrease free radical production*

Inhibit mast cell activation*

Promote immune system balance*

Protect sensitive tissues*

Reduce inflammation*

Sharpen cognition*

Strengthen memory*

Support Brain health* 

GentleDerm® is a unique antioxidant lotion containing aloe, olive leaf, 
chamomile and oregano extract together with the novel flavonoid, 
tetramethoxyflavone, for dry, irritated or sensitive skin.

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. These products are not Intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

algonot.com  •  941-346-9002  •  Toll free operator 24 hour 800-254-6668 
feedback@algonot.com

430 Interstate Court • Sarasota • Florida • 34240

T. C. Theoharides, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD
From Yale University

www.mastcellmaster.com

NOW 
The Algonot® Family of Nutraceuticals were 
developed based on extensive published 
research by Prof. Theoharis Theoharides 
PhD, MD, are covered by numerous patents 
and supported by clinical studies. They are 
intended for individuals with unique dietary 
requirements and sensitivities. The greatest 
consideration is taken in the selection, 
source and purity of ingredients in all 
formulations for better health and safety.

Up to 3 Products!
PROMO CODE:

Algonot15

this year!
Brenda Jones
Field Advocacy & Federal Affairs, Florida League of Cities, Inc.

Idalia’s Impact on Sleepy Lagoon
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman 
Hurricane Idalia’s floodwaters affected LBK severely. Possibly no part of the island fared as 

poorly as Sleepy Lagoon. The flooding in our neighborhood (Penfield Street to Juan Anasco 
on the east side of GMD, 6100-6600 GMD, Edlee Rd and Gulfside Road) was also accom-
panied by widespread power outages (well more than half of our appr 250+ single family 
homes lost power, many for as long as 48 hours) caused almost entirely by the failure of newly 
installed and activated transformers that were submerged and shorted out. The portion of 
our beach that runs from the public access point at Gulfside Road north to the Ohana estate, 
has been diminished even further from its already extremely eroded state prior to the storm.

1) Transformers:
It seems that serious errors were made in calculating the proper pad height, design and 

waterproofness of transformer units in our low lying neighborhood. Florida Power and 
Light (FP&L) has now replaced a huge number of our brand new transformers, including 
all 11 on Marbury Street, at least 7 on Norton Street, and many others on our streets east 
of GMD. Any transformers in SL that were spared were within inches of being partially or 
fully submerged.

The failure of these transformers represents a serious safety issue— beyond electrocution 
concerns for anyone within range of a submerged or partially submerged transformer, resi-
dents also reported electrical damage to 220 volt appliances, and one SL homeowner reported 
a fire and generator transfer switch meltdown apparently related to their transformer mal-
function. (Some of the newly installed streetlights are now malfunctioning/strobing as well).  

While we know that you are already painfully aware of much of the above, we want to 
know what the plan is for rectifying this problem. In the immediate aftermath of the storm, 
FP&L has done the only practical thing— replaced the many transformers that failed— 
effectively a “band aid” solution. We still have several months of hurricane season in front 
of us, and there is no reason to think moving forward that such storms won’t be increasingly 
common— a long term solution must be found quickly. (On a related note, it would seem 
prudent to hold back on switching over power to the other lowest lying areas on the island 

until such a solution is in place).
Please let us know what the plan will be for resolving this very serious issue as soon as pos-

sible, with any associated timeline(s).
2) Beach at Gulfside Road access point:
There is money in LBK’s upcoming FY budget for a ‘modest’ interim renourishment of the 

beach north of the Gulfside Road beach access point in SL. It’s clear that far more than that 
needs to be done there. As you know, prior to Idalia this segment of beach had eroded to the 
point where there was often no traversable sand at higher tides that wasn’t on private property 
east of the ECL. This situation has created unnecessary tension between some homeowners and 
beach users. Idalia has further decimated this area, pushing much of the remaining sand up 
against houses on Gulfside.  It is now the most eroded beach segment on LBK, and we need 
a far larger renourishment “band aid” effort (perhaps FEMA recovery/grant $ might be used 
in addition to the funding already in place?) as well as prioritization and funding of an actual 
systemic fix. Design studies done to date can be the starting point for evaluating options, but 
far more action and resources are required from the town for this area.

We truly appreciate all of your efforts on behalf of our town. These are extremely important 
issues for our neighborhood that we hope you can address soon. Please let us know if we can 
provide any additional helpful information or documentation.

We look forward to hearing back from you.
John Connolly, President
Jill Hutsko, Secretary 
Marie McGregor, Vice President 
Pat Watral, Treasurer
Sleepy Lagoon Homeowners Association Board



Page 8     Friday, Septembet 8, 2023 The News

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name
Worship With Us at Our Church

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

3240 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#B102
520 BAYPORT WAY Unit#520
100 SANDS POINT RD Unit#303
7065 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#22
6833 PINE ST
575 SANCTUARY DR Unit#A403
4765 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#C301
6565 GULFSIDE RD

1,505
1,600
1,941
1,170
2,629
1,823
3,640
5,572

$659,900 
$875,000 
$995,000 
$1,045,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,895,000 
$6,125,000 
$7,250,000 

213
67
259
14
0
3
13
210

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

0
0
0
0
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
4
3

2
2
3
2
3
3
4
5

$630,000 
$825,000 
$925,000 
$1,000,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,900,000 
$5,700,000 
$6,450,000 

KeyRealEstate

6565 GULFSIDE RD

Got an opinion?  
WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   

letters@LBKNews.com
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39
80

55
-1

443F John Ringl ing Blvd  |  Sarasota,  FL 34236

JEFF RHINELANDER
941-685-3590 | jef f@jef f rh inelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO
941-893-7203 | cour tney. tarant ino@flor idamoves.com

5527 PALMER CIRCLE, UNIT 206
SELLER REPRESENTED  |  $465,000

1744 FORTUNA STREET
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $1,650,000

460 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,300,000

114 N. WARBLER LANE 
SELLER & BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,100,000
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Sept. 1
Boat

4:00 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the 4100 block 

of Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a boat partially submerged 
resting on the bottom, tied off to the dock. Water had filled 
the cabin to the port holes which were missing and exposed 
to the elements. Officer Connors contacted the owner via 
cell phone and advised him of the current status of his vessel. 
The owner advised that he was unaware of his vessel status 
and would take care of it. Officer Connors questioned the 
owner on the previous citation for the same violation which 
was mailed certified mail. He said he had received it. Officer 
Connors also advised him that he would be receiving a second 
citation for a second offense via certified mail. Again, Officer Connors explained the program 
offered by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and to seek Officer Connors 
or FWC for further information. Case clear.

Sept. 2
Suspicious incident

11:40 a.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to the 1000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

suspicious incident. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos met with the complainant who is a security 
guard at the apartment complex. The complainant advised he had an air conditioning vehicle 
request access to one of the rooms. The complainant advised there was no such room number 
and the man changed the room number. The complainant said that he advised the truck driver 
that there were no vendors allowed on weekends unless there was an emergency. The complain-
ant stated the man left the area and parked near another building. The complainant said he 
thought it was suspicious that the driver didn’t leave after being told no vendors allowed on 
weekends. The complainant said that the vehicle had departed the parking lot approximately 
thirty minutes before the officer’s arrival. The complainant did not gain access to any room in 
the complex. Officer Miklos was unable to locate the vehicle after speaking to the complain-
ant. Case clear.

Suspicious person
11:15 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol in the 1200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive observed a man 

sitting on the side walk in the dark. Concerned for the man’s welfare, Sgt. Montfort made 
contact. The man stated he was waiting on the sidewalk for a friend. The man said he lives at 
the condominium and did not want to sit on the bench in hopes of avoiding mosquitos. The 
man appeared to be in good health and didn’t require assistance. Case clear.

Sept. 3
Boating

10:45 a.m.
Officer Kolodzieski while on marine patrol on the Longboat Pass Bridge, observed a white 

and blue boat operating on plane in the slow speed zone east of the bridge. Officer Kolodzieski 
activated his blue lights and siren and proceed towards the vessel. Before reaching the boat, a 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Patrol Boat with three officers on board 
conducted a traffic stop on the boat as they were in the path of the white and blue boat. Officer 
Kolodzieski remained int eh area while the FWC officers conducted a safety check and handled 
the violation they observed. Case clear.

Sept. 4
Citizen assist

12:01 p.m.
Officer Swinford responded to the 5500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive to an illegally parked 

vehicle in the bike lane. Officer Swinford made contact with the driver who stated the vehicle 

had broken down. The driver made contact with OnStar 
arranging for the vehicle to get picked up. Case clear.

Boating
12:54 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the Intercoastal 

Waterway south of Sister Keys, observed a catamaran type 
vessel operating with 9 passengers who were sitting in the 
bow area with a sole captain behind the helm. Officer 
Connors conducted a vessel stop and advised the captain if 
he was conducting a charter. The captain advised that he was 
and is working for a company out of Longboat Key. Officer 
Connors requested the captains credentials, lisence, drug test-
ing consortium, and certificate of inspection for the boat. The 

captain produced a valid captain’s license, was hesitant on the drug testing consortium, but 
stated that he thinks it may be APCA Drug Testing and had no knowledge of a COI for the 
vessel. Officer Connors spoke to the passengers in which a man advised that he organized the 
charter via online and the cost was $150 per person. He supplied his information and contact 
number for the report. Furthermore, the captain advised that he had a contract for a bareboat 
charter in which he produced. Due to the current conditions, location of the vessel stop and 
the increase of vessel traffic in the area, Officer Connors advised the captain that the investiga-
tion would be turned over to the Coast Guard for further investigation and confirmation of 
his credentials. Case clear.

Noise
1:25 p.m.
Officer Miklos responded to De Narvaez Drive for a construction noise complaint on a 

Federal holiday. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos made contact with a worker who was advised of 
the construction hours on Longboat Key. The worker advised his roofing crew to cease work. 
The man was issued a written warning prior to leaving the residence. Case clear.

Animal complaint
3:00 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to the 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a call of a 

dog on the beach. Upon arrival, the officer met with the dog owner who did have two dogs 
with her and had just exited the water with both dogs still wet. The owner said she was unaware 
that a dog was not allowed on the beach. The officer asked her if she observed the sign which 
stated no animals on the beach, and she said she did not. The officer issued a civil citation for 
violation of town code. Dogs were not leashed at the time of exiting water with the owner. 
Case clear.

Sept. 5
Citizen assist

9:14 a.m.
Officer Swinford was dispatched to Norton Street in reference to a citizen assist. Upon 

arrival, officers spoke with the complainant. The complainant had questions regarding her 
options on emptying her pool due to recent flooding. The complainant was advised of the law 
informing her she cannot empty any amount of water from her pool into the canal. Officer 
Martinson was able to make contact with the pool cleaning services who referred us to the 
pool water removal company. The woman was provided with contact information to address 
her issue of pool water removal. Case clear.

Sept. 6
Boat

1:20 p.m.
Sgt. Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Longboat Pass, observed a man paddling 

on inflatable raft, who appeared to be in need of assistance, due to the strong current. Officer 
Connors assisted the party to shore without incident. Case clear.

Sept. 7
Fire assist

3:01 a.m.
Officer Montfort responded to the 3200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a trans-

former explode in the area of 3200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Sgt. Montfort 
contacted communications and summoned Longboat Key Fire Rescue to the scene. Once the 
fire department arrived, the scene was turned over and Sgt. Montfort returned to services. 
Case clear.

Animal
8:20 p.m.
Officer Ramsaier responded to the 2100 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a call of an 

injured animals. While en route, the officer was notified that the animal control was dis-
patched to the same location. Upon arrival, the officer met with the complainant who stated 
that she found an injured bird. The injured bird was placed in a box and left with the gate 
house awaiting arrival of Sarasota Animal Control. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Letters, from page 7

Editor Letters

Arrange your private tour. 941.387.1661 
or Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

See Letters, page 14

Idalia’s Impact on Sleepy Lagoon
To: John Connelly
Thank you John.  We have forwarded concerns to FPL and have asked for a response.  The 

Town is also looking into more longer-term solutions for the Gulfside Road beach area.  The 
solution(s) will probably not fully solve the access issue, particularly around the Ohana house 
seawall, but certainly with the goal to slow down the erosion rates to some degree.  Charlie 
Mopps is working with our Coastal Engineer on developing solutions further.  Copied Charlie 
for FYI.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Idalia’s Impact on Sleepy Lagoon
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman 
Thanks so much to all of you for getting back to us so quickly and pushing for resolution 

on these issues. We really appreciate it.
John Connolly
SLHA President 

Idalia’s Impact on Sleepy Lagoon
To: John Connelly
I spoke to FPL earlier this afternoon, and they are escalating these transformer issues to a 

high level and will be investigating the root cause of these outages and failures.  Other low 
areas apparently did not experience the same failures, and they certainly did not have them 
on the other island communities north of Longboat, which are also low and many of which 
are undergrounded.  So, they are going to work to determine the root cause and appropriate 
resolution(s).  Once they have some answers and a timeline, we will let you know as well.  

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key

Idalia’s Impact on Sleepy Lagoon
To: John Connelly
Thank you for sharing Idalia’s impacts on Sleepy Lagoon.  The power issues are maddening 

and I believe that FPL has committed to an initial response back to Isaac as soon as possible, 
hopefully today.  I did also have a chance to look at the storm damage Wednesday morning 

beachside and again on Monday morning (while looking at the seaweed accumulation which 
we’re also working on).  Charlie Mopps is one of the best in the business and we’ll await his 
recommendations for how to best address the erosion at that location.

In the meantime, Isaac is working with Waste Management to ensure as much of the mate-
rial that got wet in the storm is picked up this week.

Thanks again for your email.  Here’s to a dry week.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Thank You
To: Manatee County Chairman Kevin Van Ostenbridge
Although a few days late in getting this out, I did want to share my sincere appreciation for 

your time last Wednesday on the call that discussed the opening up of the barrier islands.  As 
you heard on the call, we were all trying to deal with various issues to ensure everyone could 
safety move around their community.  Your consideration of the feedback received on the 
call allowed us to continue to make the needed repairs and safety checks while managing the 
expectations of the residents and visitors.  

Our longtime residents are sharing that this might be the worst water (flooding) event since 
Hurricane Donna in 1960.  On Longboat Key, initial estimates were that more than 70 homes 
and a number of other businesses saw water intrusion from a storm that didn’t reach winds 
over 30 mph sustained and only 4-6 inches of rain.   What this demonstrates going forward is 
the continued need to be prepared and to work collaboratively.  We value the relationship we 
have with Manatee County Administration, Public Safety/Emergency Management, and the 
County Commission. Thank you (and your team) again for the barrier island call and overall 
storm support.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Labor Day Holiday Weekend
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Thanks Tip - way too much damage to get rest- maybe next weekend.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Longboat Key
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Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

The recent Republican presidential debate impacted Nikki 
Haley, Ron DeSantis, Vivek Ramaswamy and Mike Pence 
as it clarified individual policy posi-
tions and further crystallized the race.  
Donald Trump’s absence was a signifi-
cant factor, but also provided voters an 
unfiltered view of the participating 
candidates.

Haley exhibited experience, gravitas 
and candor throughout the debate. 
The former U.N. ambassador was in 
command of the foreign policy dis-
cussion, schooling Ramaswamy: “He 
wants to hand Ukraine to Russia, he 
wants to let China eat Taiwan, he 
wants to go and stop funding Israel…. You have no experi-
ence in foreign policy, and it shows.” (And she didn’t let up 
post-debate either, prefacing rebuke of Ramaswamy’s policies 
with a Southern turn of phrase.  “Bless his heart. If you say 
something that is totally off the wall, I’m going to call you 
out on it. Every single time.”)  She demonstrated empathy on 
the abortion issue. She derided former Vice President Pence 
for his support of a federal abortion ban. Reaching out to 
independent voters, she emphasized the need for increased 
adoption and contraception, and called for banning late-
term abortions. And finally, she handled the Trump question 
adroitly. She showed courage and honesty to Republican vot-
ers, saying, “We have to face the fact that Trump is the most 
disliked politician in America. We can’t win a general election 
that way.” It was an excellent night for Haley, and her cam-
paign has picked up steam since the debate.

Florida Gov. DeSantis, who fielded the first question of 
the evening, initially appeared too excited and loud. But he 
gained his composure and rebellious persona as the debate 
unfolded. DeSantis staked out the populist lane and conveyed 
the GOP’s current anti-elitist sentiment. He connected rising 
crime rates to liberal billionaire George Soros and left-wing 
prosecutors. “These hollowed-out cities, this is a symptom of 
America’s decline,” he said. “And one of the biggest reasons 
is because you have George Soros funding these left-wing 
district attorneys.” The governor then touted his removal of 
two such district attorneys in Florida for “not doing their job.” 
At times, however, DeSantis appeared to resort to rehearsed 
campaign talking points. Overall, he seemed too scripted. 
(He would be well- served to showcase his clear knowledge 
of domestic issues through a more conversational style.) 
And when moderator Bret Baier asked candidates to raise 
their hands if they would back Trump if he wins the GOP 
presidential nomination but is convicted of criminal activity, 
DeSantis hesitated. He raised his hand only after most of the 
other candidates did so. He held his own but achieved no 
breakout. 

RUSOVICH

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
rusovich@lbknews.com

KeyOpinion

Vivek Ramaswamy showed as smart, articulate, quick-
witted…and snarky. “I’m the only person on the stage who 
isn’t bought and paid for,” the tech billionaire bellowed. While 
GOP voters have rallied around outside-the-beltway messages, 
Ramaswamy’s approach of insulting every other fellow candi-
date seemed arrogant. He certainly maintained his position 
and earned respect for his first-ever debate performance. But 
the smartest kid in the class is usually not the most popular. 

Former Vice President Pence was unusually aggressive. He 
came across as desperate and regularly interrupted the mod-
erators and other candidates. He did score a proud moment 
as the other candidates credited him for not caving to former 
President Trump in refusing to certify the results of the 2020 
presidential election. (Pence later described the show of sup-
port as “heartening.”) He remained strident in his strong 
opposition to abortion and talked about the need for America 
to show leadership in the world, emphasizing “peace through 
strength.” But in contrast to Haley’s respectful and charis-
matic demeanor, Pence sermonized and blatantly ignored 
the debate’s agreed-to time constraints. A good man who 
firmly believes in America’s goodness and historic principles, 
Pence was not helped by his performance and will not be the 
Republican presidential nominee.

Tim Scott, Chris Christie, Asa Hutchinson and Doug 
Burgum also failed to gain any momentum. Scott was impact-
ful when given the opportunity but was inconspicuous for 
most of the night. Christie was an effective debater, but there 
is no chance that GOP voters will nominate him ─ he was 
even booed at one point. Hutchinson and Burgum have been 
polling close to zero and should drop out of the race.  

So, who comes out of the debate with swagger and the 

Momentum is the key to who won the debate
The recent Republican presidential debate impacted Nikki Haley, Ron DeSantis, Vivek Ramaswamy 
and Mike Pence as it clarified individual policy positions and further crystallized the race.  

“Big Mo?” Nikki Haley. Her star is rising. Polling in Iowa 
and New Hampshire demonstrates a significant bump for her 
candidacy, as other candidates languish. A Washington Post/
FiveThirtyEight/Ipsos survey shows Haley seeing the most 
improvement. It also finds that the number of Republican 
watchers willing to consider her candidacy increased from 29 
to 46 percent. She has moved rapidly from low single digits to 
double figures in most Iowa and New Hampshire polls. And 
it’s early. (At this point in 2015, Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, win-
ner of the Iowa caucuses, was at just 8% in the most closely 
watched poll in the state.) 

The Biden campaign is also taking notice. “If they nominate 
Nikki Haley, we’re in trouble,” a senior Biden campaign strate-
gist told Politico earlier this month. Haley’s policy positions 
increasingly resonate with more moderate voters, creating a 
nightmare for the Democrats. Axios reports that even Tony 
Fabrizio, a prominent Trump pollster, told Republican donors 
that Haley “has surged” in Iowa since the debate. While 
Trump maintains a substantial overall lead, second place is 
now in play. And Haley is in striking distance.

Momentum is a precious commodity in the race. The Hill 
notes that traffic to Haley’s campaign website surged 10 times 
after the debate. Her campaign says it raised $1 million in the 
three days following the event. Iowa state Rep. Austin Harris, 
a Haley backer, tells NBC News that her debate performance 
has led to his phone buzzing virtually nonstop with folks 
wanting to “help in any way, shape or form.” Presidential 
nomination contests always have multiple twists and turns. 
But right now, it’s Nikki’s moment. 

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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Whether wine drinkers have a glass or two every day or 
drink wine only once or twice a week, the autumn months 
offer us the right time to find wines that taste good and go 
easy on the budget. 

Daily wine drinkers may choose to stock up on a few bottles 
of several different wines - white, rosé, and red – while those 
who drink wine at most a few times a week may prefer to stock 
a couple of bottles at a time. In Europe, the regional wines of 
France (Vin de Pays), Italy (Indicazione Geografica Tipica), 
and Spain (Vinos de la Tierra) include mellower white wines 
(French Bordeaux Sauvignon Blanc blended with Semillon, 
Provence Rhône Viognier blended with Marsanne, Spanish 
Rueda Verdejo blended with Viura) and lighter red wines 
(French Rhône and Spanish Grenache/Garnacha and Syrah 
blends, Italian Chianti and Dolcetto, French Beaujolais). New 
releases of these wines generally have pleasingly fresh and fruit-forward tastes for everyday 
drinking. The West Coast of the USA also has wines in the Vin de Pays mode: wines from Paso 
Robles, Saint Inez, Monterey, Sierra Foothills, and Lake County come to mind. 

Budget versions of age worthy wines from famous wine regions such as Bordeaux and 
California Cabernet Sauvignon, French Rhône and Australian Syrah/Shiraz or Burgundian 
Pinot Noir, Italian Barolo, and Spanish Tempranillo generally lack the structure to age grace-
fully and have an astringent mouth feel of black tea left overnight in a cup. Better to for bar-
gains in other varietals and regions.

Across the globe, wine producers grow over 10,000 varieties of wine grapes. The costs of 
prime locations for growing fine wine grapes in premier wine regions such as Burgundy or 
Napa Valley rival the costs of retail shop locations in Saint-Tropez or Miami Beach. Growing 
grapes for premier wines entails higher labor costs, expensive oak barrels, and costly quality 
control. Look to the less prestigious wine varietals and less well-known growing areas for the 
best budget wines. You will likely find them a better buy than the budget versions of premier 
varietals from famous wine regions. 

Let’s say that a wine drinker prefers buttery, oaky Chardonnay from the Napa Valley of 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Bargain wines offer value if selected carefully

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant 
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Classics Integrated with

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:

info@dragonrises.edu 
(800) 606-6685

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

TM

 www.dragonrises.edu

California. The 2021 The Four Graces Pinot Blanc ($18) from the Willamette Valley of 
Oregan has many of the sought after attributes of a California Chardonnay, and perhaps more. 
Softer than a Sauvignon Blanc, the wine has a pleasing citrus edge with hints of vanilla, stone 
fruit, and raw honey. 

Those that prefer a rosé like the well-known and enticing rosé of Grenache, the 2019 
Chateau D’Esclans Whispering Angels ($19), could do well to try the 2022 Céline Côtes de 
Provence Rosé ($8). This rosé of Grenache, Cinsault, and Vermentino has a fruit taste of ripe 
red berries that gives it a light and refreshing taste.

Not as satisfying as a 2019 Joseph Phelps Insignia Cab ($330) with prime NY strip sirloin 
steaks, but much easier on the budget, the 2021 Bonny Doon Le Cigare Volant ($15), 65% 
Grenache, 18% Syrah, 15% Cinsault, 2% Petite Sirah, from Monterey California has a robust 
structure that pairs well with red meat and other savory dishes. Its taste reminds us of Gigondas 
or Hermitage Rhône red wines.

Wine collectors hope to find wines that will increase in value through the ages. Most wine 
drinkers will have drunk the wines they buy within a few weeks’ time. We do not try to com-
pete with wine collectors for the premier varietals from famous wine regions. Skilled winemak-
ers produce excellent wines using less acclaimed varieties of wine grapes grown in less famous 
wine regions. The more one learns about the diversity of wine grapes, the more one appreciates 
the Vin de Pays wines and the food pairings they inspire.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Budget versions of age worthy wines from famous wine regions such as Bordeaux and California Cabernet 
Sauvignon, French Rhône and Australian Syrah/Shiraz or Burgundian Pinot Noir, Italian Barolo, and 
Spanish Tempranillo generally lack the structure to age gracefully and have an astringent mouth feel of 
black tea left overnight in a cup. Better to for bargains in other varietals and regions.

Got an opinion?  WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   
letters@lbkews.com

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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Rosemary Park Status
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
I hope your day is going well. Parks and Recreation has 

received quotes and created Purchase Requisitions for the 
below amenities for the Rosemary Park.  Once the POs are 
approved, Parks and Recreation will order the amenities.  
Juan De Pazos (Capital Projects Coordinator) is the Project 
Manager and will be working closely with the City’s continu-
ing services contractor Magnum Builders for the installation 
of the amenities and construction of the park.  Juan will revise 
the construction schedule once Magnum works out the con-
struction details.  Parks and Recreation planned to work with 
Windemuller the City’s continuing services electrical contrac-
tor for the installation of lights, however, they are unable to 
do the work due to staffing issues.  Magnum Builders has 
agreed to do the electrical work; however, they need to work 
out the logistics and cost.  Parks and Recreation will need the 
information from Magnum Builders before the construction 
schedule can be revised.  I will forward the revised construc-
tion schedule to you/Mr. Robinson, along with Mr. Pallegar 
to share with Mr. Lough, Ms. Mones, Mr. Lampl and RDA, 
once completed.  This may take a couple of weeks.

Vendor: Wausau (Purchasing REQ-001053)
3-piece Nest Bench set
Pop up Tree Grates
Custom Pavers

Vendor: Landscape Forms (Purchasing REQ-000899)
4 Tables (36-inch diameter)
4 Table Mount Umbrellas (78-inch square)
16 Stools
1 Litter Container
3 Bike Racks
Vendor: Electric Supply (Purchasing REQ-001056)
Light Fixture Bundle
Jerry Fogle, Parks and Recreation Director, City of Sarasota

Parks
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Just wanted to provide a brief update on the parks.  The 

Saprito Pier is open.  Bayfront park was closed due to lighting 
outage throughout the park, along with damaged sidewalks.  
The Bayfront park will open today.  Bayfront will open from 
dawn to dusk until the park can be rewired.  Public Works 
will be rewiring the park.  Parks and Recreation will secure 
the damaged sidewalks and post temporary “Dawn to Dusk” 
signs.  The plan is to open Ken Thompson Playground 
tomorrow.  The City’s continuing services contractor “Mulch 
Blowers” will be blowing Engineered Wood Fiber mulch for 
the playground tomorrow.  We will notify Jan/Ciera once the 
playground opens. I copied Jan/Ciera on this email to assist 
with notifying the public.  Thanks Jan/Ciera!

Jerry Fogle., Parks and Recreation Director
City of Sarasota

(M:IR) Capacity Building Grant program.
Mote is working on mitigating algal overgrowth and pre-

venting, or potentially reversing, seaweed dominance—both 
significant challenges to successful long-term coral reef resto-
ration—by growing a program to bolster populations of a key 
reef herbivore, the Caribbean king crab.

In February of 2022, Dr. Jason Spadaro was working as 
a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Mote’s Elizabeth Moore 
International Center for Coral Reef Research & Restoration 
(IC2R3) on Summerland Key when the team hatched Mote’s 
first clutch of Caribbean king crabs.

Caribbean king crabs consume more algae than any spe-
cies of parrotfish in the Caribbean and rival the consumption 
rates of urchins. Further the crabs readily consume algae that 
are chemically defended and avoided by other grazers in the 
region. Eventually, these new crabs will be added to coral reef 
restoration sites, reducing the competition between algae and 
corals, allowing Mote’s restored corals to grow faster.

This Caribbean king crab clutch would eventually be 
introduced onto Florida’s Coral Reef as part of the ongoing 
M:IR initiative led by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) in partnership with Mote and other 
organizations

Caribbean king crabs have unexpectedly emerged as cham-
pions in the fight to rescue threatened coral reefs. Their 
unique ability to mitigate the impending threat of algae over-
growth was generally masked by their low natural abundance 
throughout the region. By increasing their abundance, they 
facilitate the growth, survival, and recruitment of corals, dra-
matically improving coral reef restoration outcomes. 

These crabs, with their omnivorous appetites, play a crucial 
role in maintaining the delicate equilibrium of coral ecosys-
tems. As algae populations surge due to external factors, they 
can smother and weaken coral structures, leaving them vul-
nerable to disease and bleaching events. 

However, Caribbean king crabs are excellent grazers, scour-
ing reefs for algae. By curbing algae growth, these crabs foster 
a healthier environment for coral growth and settlement, 
reinforcing the resilience of coral reef communities against 
the mounting challenges posed by human effects and envi-
ronmental stressors.

This species could be a critical component to the long-term 
success of coral reef restoration efforts.

“We understand the potential of the Caribbean king crab 
in supporting coral recruitment and reef fish diversity,” said 
Spadaro. “With this new facility, we will continually man-
age aquaculture systems that support mass production and 
survival of crabs to support large-scale coral reef restoration.”

The 6,000 square-foot hatchery facility is now home to 
more than one hundred Caribbean king crabs that will serve 
as the initial broodstock at Mote’s Aquaculture Research Park 
in Sarasota, FL. The operational strategy for the facility is 
to gradually increase this to 300-400 adult broodstock and, 
eventually, produce an estimated 250,000 juvenile crabs every 
year. Once the baby crabs reach a releasable size - three to five 
months after hatching - they will be screened by a veterinarian 
before being transported to Summerland Key for release onto 
restoration sites along Florida’s Coral Reef.

Crabs, from page 1
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ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery
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for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
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Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

941.260.3232

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00 

Reservati ons online at
 connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Call for our September
New Client Mani/Pedi

SPECIAL 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

     Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide
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