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GENDER REVEALS
by Janet Spencer

Come along with Tidbits as we attend the world’s worst 
gender reveal parties!
•  Blogger and journalist Jenna Karvunidis accidentally 
started a new tradition in 2008. A�er several heartbreak-
ing disappointments, she �nally held onto a pregnancy 
long enough to �nd out whether she was having a girl 
or a boy. She baked a cake, secretly spreading the middle 
layer with pink icing. She invited friends to a celebration, 
cutting into the cake to reveal that she was expecting a 
baby girl. Pictures posted to her blog went viral. �is was 
the �rst gender reveal party. 
•  �is kicked o� a fad that spread widely around the na-
tion. By 2010, gender reveal parties had evolved in scope 
and method, ranging from simple to elaborate, including 
boxes �lled with colored helium balloons, balloons �lled 
with colored powder, �reworks, piñatas, smoke bombs, 
confetti bombs, and more. 
•  Karvunidis now regrets the fad that her original gender 
reveal party sparked, not only for the destruction caused, 
but because she doesn’t feel that such a big deal should be 
made over the gender of a baby. “Celebrate the baby, not 
the gender” is her approach.
•  Here are some stories of awful gender reveals ranging 
from tacky to tragic.
• When a couple in Florida found out they were expect-
ing in 2019, they agreed the gender reveal should involve 
their pet alligator, Amos. �e dad, a “nuisance wildlife 
trapper” for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, acquired the gator as a pet in 2000. To ac-
complish the gender reveal, he dangled a black balloon 
attached to a long pole in front of the alligator, a typical 
feeding technique. When the alligator chomped on the 
balloon, it exploded into a cloud of pink powder. Let’s 
hope Amos got a nice �sh dinner a�erward for his trou-
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Gender Reveals (continued)
ble.
• In 2018, Villa Italian Kitchen, a pizza and pasta chain 
based out of New Jersey, announced a “Gender Reveal 
Lasagna.” �ey made it using white Alfredo sauce instead 
of tomato sauce, and mozzarella and ricotta instead of 
cheddar, so that the pink and blue dye that colored the 
sauce and the cheese would really stand out. For only 
$140, customers received a lasagna big enough to feed 
12, plus garlic rolls and salad. People who posted their 
lasagna gender reveal to social media were entered into a 
contest to win a free catered meal. �ere was mixed reac-
tion to this idea, with people complaining that instead of 
blue for boys, it de�nitely looked more like green. 
• �e town of Turkey, Texas, was the site of a near-fatal 
gender reveal. On September 7, 2019, friends and family 
gathered to watch a hired crop-dusting plane �y over the 
party, dropping 350 gallons of either pink or blue water 
into the nearby �elds. However, a�er disgorging the load 
of pink water, the low-�ying plane was thrown o� bal-
ance and stalled. It crash-landed on a neighboring farm. 
Both the pilot and co-pilot were injured but survived. 
�e plane, however, was a total loss. 
• A Texas couple incorporated a local zoo’s hippopota-
mus for their gender reveal. �e hippo, named Tank, re-
sides at the Capital of Texas Zoo. O�cials at the zoo as-
sisted in planning the event. With a crowd gathered and 
cameras rolling, Tank waited with his mouth wide open 
at his regular feeding time. �e father-to-be tossed in a 
watermelon, and when Tank bit down on it, the melon 
exploded into blue squirts. Watermelon is a favorite treat 
for hippos, and the blue �lling was gelatin, a common di-
etary supplement. �e video went viral, a publicity coup 
for both the zoo and the expectant mother. 
• In July of 2018, a family gathered on the sidewalk of a 
Philadelphia neighborhood to set o� a gender-revealing 
�reworks cannon. �e �reworks tube, set up on a rick-
ety stand, was unstable. As the �reworks burst into the 
sky, the launch tube tipped over, spewing pyrotechnics 
throughout the crowd. Screaming and scrambling, they 
ran for cover. “My wife was �lming with my phone and 
I immediately grabbed my son and covered his face and 
ran,” a partygoer reported. A few people were hit and suf-
fered minor burns.
• An Australian gender reveal disaster involved using a 
car to spin donuts in a gravel parking area which caused 
blue smoke to spew forth. As the car continued to per-
form “burnouts,” the smoke increased – and �ames ap-
peared. �e Queensland Police Service released footage 
of the incident, showing the abandoned car sitting in the 
middle of a cloud of thick smoke that turned from blue to 
black as �ames surrounded the ruined vehicle. �e driver 
was arrested and charged with operating a motor vehicle 
in a dangerous manner. �ere was no word on whether 
he was the dad. 
• Trouble brewed at an Applebee’s in Cleveland in 2018 
when 20 people gathered for a gender reveal. �e meth-
od they chose was a mass launch of confetti-packed pop-
pers. When sta� objected to the prospect of cleaning up 
all that confetti, trouble broke out. �e manager insisted 
that the party take their big reveal outside, prompting the 
group to yell, curse, and threaten. �e hostess was pelt-
ed with menus, and police were called. �e result was a 
parking lot, sidewalk, and cars covered with confetti, and 
an unpaid tab le� behind. Police were able to track down 
the perpetrators with the help of license plate numbers 
recorded by sta� members, as well as a purse le� behind 
in a booth. No word on whether it was a girl or a boy.
• Two of the worst gender reveals involved wild�re. In 
2017, the expectant father added colored powder to a 
box of highly explosive Tannerite. He a�xed the mixture 
to a target and carried it to an Arizona state park where 
the gender reveal was held. He shot the target with a ri-
�e, spreading blue powder and �aming Tannerite in dry 
grass. �e resulting con�agration, dubbed the Sawmill 
Fire, burned for two weeks, scorching 73 square miles. 
Over $8 million was spent �ghting the �ames. �e dad 
was sentenced to �ve years probation and ordered to pay 
restitution of $500/month for the next 20 years, meaning 
that his newborn son will reach college age before resti-
tution is paid. 
• In 2020, a gender-revealing smoke bomb was detonat-
ed at El Dorado Park in California.  �e El Dorado �re 
scorched 35,538 square miles and cost $23 million. It 
burned 20 buildings, including four homes, and forced 
thousands to evacuate. It wasn’t extinguished until No-
vember. Fire�ghter Charles Morton, age 39, was killed 
while �ghting the �ames. 
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Local Services Marketplace

“A” Your Town Chimney Inc.
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1 (8-ounce) block cream cheese, at room temperature
1/2 cup sour cream or mayonnaise, at room temper-

ature
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
Freshly ground black pepper, to taste
Optional Mix-Ins (use one, some, or all -- whatev-

er’s handy):
1 green onion, thinly sliced
1/2 cup shredded aged cheddar or other cheese
1/4 cup bacon crumbles
1/4 cup toasted almonds
Place the cream cheese in a bowl and beat with an elec-

tric mixer on high for about 2 minutes, until it’s light and 
�u�y. Scrape the bowl, then add the sour cream or mayo, 
salt, garlic powder and pepper. Beat on high for another 
minute. Taste and adjust the seasoning -- this is your dip, 
a�er all.

Refrigerate for at least 1 hour so the �avors can get ac-
quainted and settle in. Serve with breadsticks, pretzels, 
mini bagels, crackers or chips.

Note: �e longer it chills, the better it gets, which 
makes this a perfect make-ahead recipe for busy hosts. 
Le�overs keep in the fridge for up to a week, although 
“le�over dip” is mostly a theoretical concept.

What else can you add? Truly anything else you love, 
like chopped herbs, le�over roasted veggies, a spoonful 
of pesto, diced olives, sun-dried tomatoes, everything ba-
gel seasoning. �is recipe is here for your creativity and 
your fridge clean-outs.

At the end of the day, people aren’t coming over to 
evaluate your culinary skills or inspect your baseboards. 
�ey show up for laughter, warmth and the simple com-
fort of being welcomed. A cozy room, a low-stress menu 
and the delicious variety of potluck goodness is more 
than enough to make your home the spot everyone re-
members.

***
Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond is the penny-pinching, 

party-planning, recipe developer and content creator of 
the website Divas On A Dime -- Where Frugal, Meets 
Fabulous! Visit Patti at www.divasonadime.com and join 
the conversation on Facebook at DivasOnADimeDot-
Com. Email Patti at divapatti@divasonadime.com

Low-Stress Holiday Entertaining 
Starts Here

�e holiday season has o�cially begun, which means 
many of us are about to jump on a month-long juggling 
act involving gi� lists, grocery lists, guest lists and the 
occasional existential crisis in the snack aisle. (Or is that 
just me?) But here’s the good news: Holiday entertaining 
does not have to feel like auditioning for a cooking com-
petition.

In fact, some of the best gatherings I’ve ever hosted 
were powered by simple food, mismatched napkins and 
the sheer charm of wonderful people being together. 

�is year, instead of stressing about elaborate spreads 
or complicated appetizers, let’s bring the joy back to host-
ing with low-cost, low-fuss tricks.

Easy, A�ordable Entertaining Tips
Share the Spotlight with a Potluck: Ask guests to bring 

a favorite side or appetizer while you handle the main 
dish. It lightens the load and the bill.

Create Instant Ambiance: Dim the lights, turn on 
lamps, light a candle -- instant cozy, no decorating re-
quired.

Set Up a Self-Serve Drink Station: A few bottles of vino, 
a pitcher of sparkling water, some citrus, ice and glasses 
let guests help themselves while you enjoy the party.

�ink “Nibbles,” Not a Bu�et: Crackers, fruit, veggies 
and your cream cheese spread looks generous without 
draining your time or budget.

Make Something You Can Ignore: Cream cheese dips 
and spreads shine here -- no wilting, no reheating. 

Start with my “Mother of All Cream Cheese Dips,” 
a simple base -- like a mother sauce -- that every oth-
er �avor can be built on. Use whatever you have: herbs, 
cheese, le�over roast veggies, odds and ends. It turns out 
a little di�erent each time, always delicious and perfect 
for e�ortless appetizers or last-minute hostess gi�s. �e 
very de�nition of frugal and fabulous!

THE MOTHER OF ALL CREAM 
CHEESE DIPS 

Yield: 1 1/2 cups
Total Time: 1 hour 5 mins.

We use a proprietary Amino Acid Blend to transition
your body into a metabolic pathway that enables you to
burn fat and lose inches!

No drugs! No gimmicks! No crazy diets! No expensive pre-
packaged foods! No cravings!

Tired of trying fad diets and not losing weight?

Our team is dedicated to your success! Let us help you get on
track to a healthier lifestyle and slimmer waistband.

We will help you get satisfying results by working with you to
monitor your progress via Bluetooth scale and the BodySite
patient portal.

Contact UsContact Us
For details on how to start yourFor details on how to start your
successful weight loss journey today!successful weight loss journey today!

Scan here
to learn
more!

Our skilled providers use your bloodwork results to determine
why your body is holding on to that stubborn fat and create a
plan to target those problem areas.

inĨo@healthsolu�onspnw.com
( 3 6 0 )  5 7 6 - 1 6 0 0
www.healthsolu�onspnw.com

1. TELEVISION: What is the name of the bloodhound 
featured on the sitcom “�e Beverly Hillbillies”?

2. HISTORY: Which Chinese dynasty mostly built the 
Great Wall?

3. MOVIES: Which 2003 movie is about juveniles who 
are sentenced to work at a desert camp?

4. MUSIC: Which famous song begins with the line, 
“Hello darkness, my old friend...”?

5. ANATOMY: What’s another name for the patella?
6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of Chile?
7. FOOD & DRINK: Who perfected the Champagne 

method?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What are the national 

�owers of Japan?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel “Love in the 

Time of Cholera”?
10. SCIENCE: Which wire is usually the main “hot” 

one in electrical work?

 www.JasonCoblentz.com 
One simple base, endless �avor possibilities: Make dips for every 

holiday gathering.
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By Lucie Winborne  
* Picasso was once suspected of stealing the “Mona 

Lisa” from the Louvre. He was brought to court, where 
it was determined that he was indeed in possession of 
stolen art, but not da Vinci’s masterpiece, and was let o� 
with a warning.

* Ice from seawater melts into fresh water.
* �e modern sense of the term “Black Friday” likely 

originated in the 1950s when Philadelphia police began 
using it to describe the chaotic tra�c of shoppers and 
sports fans a�er �anksgiving and before the Army-
Navy football game on Saturday.

* Jimmy Carter was the �rst American president born 
in a hospital.

* Pepsi was originally called “Brad’s Drink,” a�er its 
creator, pharmacist Caleb Bradham, who believed it had 
digestive bene�ts.

* Volcanoes can create lightning.
* Ulysses S. Grant’s middle initial doesn’t stand for 

anything. He was christened Hiram Ulysses Grant, and 
the initial was added by Congressman �omas Hamer 
when he nominated Grant for West Point, thinking it 
stood for Grant’s mother’s maiden name.

* Fewer than one in 10,000 people possess the gi� of 
perfect pitch.

* �e world’s largest beaver dam, located in Canada’s 
Wood Bu�alo National Parkand boasting a length 
estimated at more than 2,600 feet, is visible from space 
via satellite imagery. 

* Memorial Day’s date was �rst chosen because it was 
when �owers would be in full bloom.

* In 2012, Susan Warren, who owned a cleaning 
business, broke into a house but stole nothing. Instead, 
she washed co�ee cups, vacuumed, took out the garbage, 
and dusted ... then le� the homeowners, who were asleep 
upstairs, her phone number and a bill for her services on 
a napkin.

***
�ought for the Day: “If the world should blow itself 

up, the last audible voice would be that of an expert 
saying it can’t be done.” -- Peter Ustinov

KAY L. NEWELL
“THE LIGHT BULB LADY”

www.sunlanligh�ng.com | kay@sunlanligh�ng.com
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Google
3901 N. Mississippi Ave. - Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453  Fax 503.281.3408
MON-FRI 8:00 - 5:30 SAT 10:00 - 5:00
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* On Dec. 8, 1985, �e Byte Shop opened in Mission 
Valley, California, selling the �rst 50 Apple-1 computers 
at a price of $666.66. Nowadays, collectors shell out 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for them.

* On Dec. 9, 1979, scientists announced that smallpox 
had been eradicated. Carrying about a 30% risk of death 
for those infected, it remains the only infectious disease 
a�ecting humans to have o�cially been eliminated.

* On Dec. 10, 1869, Wyoming granted women the 
right to vote. Some male supporters were motivated by 
loneliness as much as or more than justice, since the 
territory had more than 6,000 adult males but only 1,000 
females, and it was hoped the latter would be more likely 
to settle in the area if they could vote.

* On Dec. 11, 1934, following a 13-year struggle with 
alcohol addiction, stockbroker Bill Wilson took his last 
sip of booze. �e following year, he founded Alcoholics 
Anonymous, which aimed to treat alcoholism as a disease 
and not a moral failing.

* On Dec. 12, 1899, George F. Grant, an African 
American dentist from Boston, received a  U.S. patent for 
the world’s �rst golf tee. He gave away a few copies of 
his creation, but was neither a professional marketer or 
inventor, and made no money on his product before his 
death.

* On Dec. 13, 1942, Nazi propaganda minister Joseph 
Goebbels detailed in his journal his contempt for the 
relatively humane treatment of Jews in Italian-occupied 
territories, stating that, “�e Italians are extremely lax in 
their treatment of Jews. �ey protect Italian Jews both 
in Tunis and in occupied France and won’t permit their 
being dra�ed for work or compelled to wear the Star of 
David.”

* On Dec. 14, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 
announced a grant of amnesty for his sister-in-law, 
Emilie Todd Helm, the widow of a Confederate general, 
under the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, 
which allowed former Confederates amnesty if they took 
an oath to the United States. While Helm received the 
pardon, though, she never took the required oath.
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JAR JAR BINKS

•  Ahmed Best was a jazz musician from the Bronx when 
he joined the energetic percussion group called Stomp, 
touring with them for several years. Along the way, 
Ahmed became skilled at the acrobatic body percussion 
that characterized Stomp’s performances. At one show 
in 1996, a casting director in the audience noticed how 
limber Ahmed was. At the time, the casting director 
was looking for someone to play the part of an alien in 
the �rst Star Wars prequel, “�e Phantom Menace.” �e 
character’s name, suggested by George Lucas’ young son, 
was Jar Jar Binks.
•   Ahmed Best was thrilled and did his best to work with 
the producers and directors to come up with what turned 
out to be history’s �rst CGI hybrid character. Lucas 
patterned the part a�er Disney’s Goofy, and Ahmed 
came up with the voice, the moves, and the pratfalls 
accordingly. Jar Jar Binks was supposed to provide comic 
relief, appealing to children.
•   However, Ahmed Best was unprepared for the backlash 
of ridicule that resulted when the movie was released in 
1999. Jar Jar Binks was compared to a Jamaican mammy, 
a Vaudeville black-face minstrel, or a stereotypical 
plantation slave. Ahmed was accused of racism, although 
he is black. Ahmed was so distraught over the derision 
that one day, he nearly threw himself o� the Brooklyn 
Bridge, feeling that he had unintentionally destroyed the 
movie franchise he had adored.
•  Nearly 20 years later, Ahmed Best brought his young 
son to the place where he nearly jumped. He took a 
picture of himself and his son at that spot, and posted it 
to Twitter, explaining the whole story of how he nearly 
ended it all. �is post went viral. 
•  Now people come out of the woodwork to apologize to 
Ahmed Best. Suddenly, his story was all over the media, 
and he started receiving calls. One of them was from the 
producers of “�e Mandalorian” who o�ered him a new 
role: that of Jedi master Kelleran Beq, handsome and 
brave. He nailed the role.
• Meanwhile, the character of Jar Jar Binks was also 
redeemed, with experts pointing out how the entire story 
arc hinged on his actions. Here are some facts you might 
not have known about Jar Jar Binks, the hero.
• Jar Jar Binks was a member of the species called 
Gungans, native to Naboo. Gungans are amphibious and 
can hold their breath underwater for extended periods, 
making them comfortable both in water and on land.  
• �e costume, which cost about $100,000, gave actors 
something to interact with, and a focus for animators. It 
was a cross between a duck-billed dinosaur, an emu, and 

a heron.
•  Michael Jackson wanted the role, but Lucas worried his 
fame would overshadow the part.
•  When the movie was lampooned on “�e Simpsons,” 
the character was named “Jim Jam Bonks.” When it was 
spoofed on “South Park,” he was named “Joon-Joon.”
•  In a 2018 Saturday Night Live skit, guest star Natalie 
Portman reprised her role of Queen Padme Amidala. 
In the sketch, she holds a gun to the head of an actor 
and shouts, “Say something [expletive] nice about Jar Jar 
Binks!”
•  Jar Jar Binks went on to become a Junior Representative 
for his people in the Galactic Senate, serving alongside 
Amidala once she became the planet’s senator.
•  Despite the largely negative fan reaction to Jar Jar Binks, 
the �lm was the biggest box o�ce hit in 1999, bringing in 
over $400 million.

1. Which group released “You Really Got Me”?
2. Mel Carter had two hits that topped the charts. What 

were the songs?
3. Who wrote and released “Coming Up”?
4. Who released “Sowing the Seeds of Love”?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “When I see 

her comin’ down the street, I get so shaky and I feel so 
weak, I tell my eyes look the other way.”

Answers
1. �e Kinks, in 1964. �e buzzy guitar sound was 

created by slicing open the speaker on the amp and 
sticking pins in it for the vibration. �ey named the amp 
“little green.”
2. “Hold Me, �rill Me, Kiss Me” in 1965, and “Band of 

Gold” in 1966. 
3. Paul McCartney, in 1980. He recorded the song at his 

Scotland farm one track at a time, beginning with drums, 
then guitars and �nally vocals. John Lennon called that 
the “freaky version.”
4. Tears for Fears, in 1989.
5. “I Go to Pieces,” by Peter and Gordon, in 1965. 

Written by Del Shannon, it was the duo’s �rst song that 
hadn’t been written by two of the Beatles, John Lennon 
and Paul McCartney. �e song made it to the top 10.
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that Venditti would pitch right-handed, and Henriquez 
would bat right-handed. Venditte struck him out. 
•  Major League Baseball later added a rule, specifying 
that a pitcher is required to indicate which hand he in-
tends to pitch with, and is obligated to use that hand for 
as long as the batter is at bat. �e pitcher is allowed to 
switch hands in between batters.
•  Rule 5, Section 4, Article 4, Item 8 of the NFL rule-
book states simply that no adhesive or slippery substanc-
es are allowed. �is rule originated with Lester Hayes, 
who played for the Oakland Raiders. He started using 
a sticky-tacky substance to help him catch the football. 
In a single season, Hayes caught 13 interceptions, setting 
an NFL record. He then started slathering his entire uni-
form in glue. In 1981, the Lester Hayes Rule outlawed the 
use of any such substance.

SPORTS STORIES

NEW RULES

As various sports have evolved, new situations have led 
to the creation of new rules. Here are the stories behind 
a few.
•   Tom Dempsey was born missing the toes on his right 
foot. �is did not stop him from a career as a kicker in 
football. He was out�tted with a blunt-nosed half boot 
that ended where his foot ended, which was an improve-
ment over having a half-empty shoe with newspaper 
stu�ed in the toe.
•   In 1970, in a game where the New Orleans Saints were 
up against the Detroit Lions, Dempsey was wearing this 
half-shoe when he kicked a game-winning, record-set-
ting 63-yard �eld goal for the Saints. 
•  Some people complained that his disability, corrected 
by the specially made shoe, gave him an advantage. �e 
Dallas Cowboys president insisted that his remarkable 
kick be entered into the record books with an asterisk 
next to it, explaining the special circumstances of the feat. 
• In response to the controversy, seven years later, the 
NFL passed Rule 5, Section 4, Article 3, Item 7, which 
states that all shoes used to kick a �eld goal, regardless of 
the disability of the kicker, must conform to the speci�-
cations of a normal shoe. In other words, a prosthetic is 
allowed, but only if it matches the uniform requirements 
of players who are not wearing a prosthetic. It was called 
the Tom Dempsey Rule. 
•  Dempsey was upset by this new rule and went to the 
Commissioner to object. �e Commissioner reassured 
Tom that his record was grandfathered in and would be 
una�ected by the ruling. Dempsey held the record for 43 
years until it was broken by Matt Prater, who kicked a 
64-yard �eld goal while playing for the Denver Broncos 
in 2013. 
•   Pat Venditti was born ambidextrous, able to use either 
hand equally well. When he became a pitcher in the mi-
nor leagues, he was a switch pitcher. He was playing for 
the Stanton Island Yankees in 2008 against the Brook-
lyn Cyclones when Ralph Henriquez stepped up to bat. 
Ralph was a switch-hitter. So now a switch-pitcher was 
throwing against a switch-hitter. 
•  Seeing Venditti preparing to pitch with his right hand, 
Henriquez stepped to the right side of the plate. Vendit-
ti then prepared to pitch with his le� hand, and Henri-
quez stepped to the le� side of the batter’s box. Venditti 
switched hands again; Henriquez switched sides again. 
�is continued until the Umpire called a time-out and 
tried to �gure out how to handle the situation.  
•  It was the bottom of the 9th. �e Cyclones were be-
hind by �ve runs with two outs. Finally, it was decided 
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By Ryan A. Berenz

1. What New Orleans Saints receiver crashed helmet-
�rst into a sideline TV camera during a 1971 win over 
the Dallas Cowboys?

2. What three events make up horse racing’s Canadian 
Triple Crown? 

3. What women’s pro tennis tournament was �rst 
played in 2021 in Cluj-Napoca, Romania?

4. At the 2000 Sydney Paralympic Games, what 
country’s basketball team forfeited their gold medals 
a�er it was revealed that most of their players had no 
mental or physical handicap?

5. What Major League Baseball team owner claimed 
to have engaged in a �st�ght with two fans in a hotel 
elevator during the 1981 World Series?

6. According to NBA rules, what is the maximum 
pressure (in pounds per square inch) of an o�cial 
basketball?

7. What starting pitcher for the Kansas City Royals 
won two AL Cy Young Awards (1985, 1989) and was 
named MVP of the 1985 World Series?

Sports Quiz

Tom Dempsey, neworleanssaints.com
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By Terry and Kim Kovel  

Art Glass

Glass can be extremely di�cult to identify and date. For-
tunately for collectors, the vase pictured here is signed 
and dated: Lundberg Studios, 1977. Lundberg Studios, 
founded in 1970 and still active, makes iridescent glass 
with shapes and patterns reminiscent of famous art glass 
makers like Ti�any. �ey are not copies or reproductions 
but contemporary pieces taking inspiration from older 
styles. 
When it comes to contemporary glass (which Kovels de-
�nes as glass made a�er about 1970), the highest prices 
usually go to sculptural, avant-garde pieces made with 
unconventional techniques; simpler, more traditional 
pieces can be bargains. For example, this vase at Rivich 
Auction sold for $94 -- a fraction of the value of simi-
lar-looking vases from the art nouveau and art deco eras 
of the early 20th century. But remember, all it takes for a 
contemporary piece to become an antique is time.
For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit www.
Kovels.com.

By Terry and Kim Kovel  

Here’s to a Better 2026
Here we are, ready to wrap up another year. And there’s 

a new one just around the corner. What can we learn 
from this year to help us in the next one?

Many seniors have had a rough time �nancially, and it 
doesn’t look as though things are going to get better soon. 
Grocery costs have been a big part of that. What we’ve 
learned is that every time we go to the store, the items we 
usually buy will cost more and more. And the cost of the 
coat we’ve been eying is much more than last year. And 
our electric bill just isn’t going to go down.

But we’ve also learned that the people who run the 
food bank are kind and helpful. And we’ve learned that 
we can get one more year out of our winter coat. And 
we’ve learned that wearing a vest at home can make up 
for the one degree we turn down the thermostat.

While it wasn’t as bad as during the Covid pandemic 
lockdowns, our sense of isolation this year was made 
worse by �nances because we didn’t dare spend on too 
many lunches out with friends. For some of us, the sense 
of loneliness and anxiety took a toll on our health.

But all is not lost. We can look for free activities that 
bring us in contact with others: Book clubs at the library, 
art classes at the local museum and board games at the 
senior center all give us opportunities to socialize. Ask 
about organizing a karaoke night!

Even exercise can be free and can combine �tness with 
socialization. Look for pickleball at the rec center, and 
chair yoga at the senior center. Do you have an Advantage 
plan that covers Silver Sneakers workout classes?

�e New Year can be better than 2025. Make your 
plans!
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Bark Run Play
Dog Boarding & Daycare
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904-3449(360) www.BARKRUNPLAY.com
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Pet After Life Services NW
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Pet Cremation
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Planning for a Christmas 
Puppy

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I know you’re probably going 
to sco� at this, but we want to give our kids a puppy 
for Christmas. �e whole cute scene by the Christmas 
tree, and all. �is isn’t a last-minute decision, as we 
have been talking about it for several months. We feel 
that our children, who are 10 and 8 years old, are old 
enough to play a role in the puppy’s care and training. 
Of course, we will take the lead in all matters. My hus-
band researched the best family-friendly breeds, and 
we’ve contacted three di�erent breeders to tell them 
our plan. What do you think? -- Zoey in Knoxville, 
Tennessee
DEAR ZOEY: You’ll get no sco�ng from me. If there’s 
a “right” way to give kids a Christmas puppy, this is it. 
Rather than a spur-of-the-moment decision, you’re both 
putting a lot of thought and planning into this. You have 
a realistic view of the kids’ contribution to the puppy’s 
care and training. You are talking with multiple breeders 
and communicating your plans to them. �is is the re-
sponsible way to bring a new pet home.
Be ready for the wrinkles, however. You’re adopting a liv-
ing thing, and they grow by their own schedule. Good 
breeders will emphasize that they don’t guarantee pup-
pies will be ready for homes by a speci�c date, so have 
a contingency plan if the puppy isn’t mature enough to 
come home on Christmas Eve. Your kids will be just as 
thrilled, and you can stage the “reveal” later so you can 
capture those family photos.
Building a little �exibility into your puppy plan will give 
you the opportunity to pick the exact breed of dog you’d 
like, and to meet the puppy ahead of time to determine 
its temperament.
Send your tips, comments or questions to ask@pawscorn-
er.com.

EM AIL YO UR  P ET’ S  P HO TO  
AND A S HO R T DES C R IP TIO N 
TO P�T�ITS@�>AR<�ITS.

O R G F O R  A C HANC E O F  
YO UR  P ET BEING F EATUR ED
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Sports Quiz Answers
1. Danny Abramowicz 

(his cracked helmet is in 
the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame).

2. �e King’s Plate, 
Prince of Wales Stakes 
and Breeders’ Stakes. 

3. �e Transylvania 
Open.

4. Spain.
5. New York 

Yankees owner George 
Steinbrenner.

6. 8.5 PSI (the 
minimum is 7.5 PSI).

7. Bret Saberhagen.
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Trivia Answers
1. Duke.
2. �e Ming dynasty.
3. “Holes.”
4. “�e Sound of 

Silence” by Simon & 
Garfunkel.

5. Kneecap.
6. Santiago.
7. A Benedictine monk 

named Dom Perignon.
8. �e cherry blossom 

and the chrysanthemum.
9. Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez.
10. Black, although red 

also can be hot in two-
wire circuits.

NEW BATCH OF
STONEJAX SEASONING

@                   st on ejaxl i f e

stonejax.com

IT’S GONNA GO FAST!
DISCOUNT CODE AT CHECKOUT: TIDBITS

BIG party size 24 ounce 
bottles AND COOL MERCH 
AT STONEJAX.COM

ANSWERS

One Iowa family tried to make their own gender-revealing cannon using colored powder and 
gunpowder poured into a pipe. However, they accidentally created a pipe bomb. When the fuse was 
lit and the bomb went o�, Granny was hit by shrapnel and died.




