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It’s certainly been a year for Jubilee’s, with I am sure the Queens diamond jubilee being 

the one which most comes to mind, but you may be thinking I’m a bit late to the party 

with the celebrations having happened a few months ago. Well, there are other 

important anniversaries occurring this autumn, with one being the 50th anniversary of the 

soap Emmerdale with a spectacular set of celebrations due to take place including a 

devastating storm, murder and the village being haunted by a ghost! There is of course 

another 50th jubilee this autumn and that is of the United Reformed Church. 

While now when we hear the world jubilee we think of royal celebrations of length of 

reign, the word ‘Jubilee’ derives from the Hebrew yobhel literally meaning a trumpet or a 

rams horn. The original jubilee appears in the Old Testament where according to the laws 

God set out for his people in Leviticus 25, every seventh year was to be a “sabbath year”. 

The year following the seventh sabbath year, the 49th year, was to be declared a jubilee, 

focusing on freedom, redemption, return of property to the rightful owners, rest, 

wisdom, and forgiveness; all values which are core to the Gospel which Christ came to 

bring: 

“you shall have the trumpet sounded throughout all your land. And you shall hallow the 

fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all inhabitants. It shall 

be a jubilee year for you: you shall return, everyone of you, to your property and everyone 

of you to your family…you shall not sow or reap… you shall only eat what the field itself 

produces”   Leviticus 25: 9b-11 

Here, the theme and purpose of jubilee is established as law and guidance and is laid out 

for the marking of the 50th year in the cycle of sabbath years. It is in this jubilee year that 

land is returned to its owner, people sold in service are released, we celebrate all being 

returned to God, the rightful owner. 

However, the significance of the number 50 is not limited to the Old Testament. In Acts 2, 

Pentecost, the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world, is seen widely 

by Christians as the point at which the Church was born. It is worth noting, that the 

original event took place during the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which occurred 50 days after 

the presentation of the first fruits of harvest in the temples. 
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The celebrations marking the 50th anniversary of the URC culminate on Saturday 1st 

October, exactly 50 years since the passing of the act of Parliament. 

They include a Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration at Methodist Central Hall 

Westminster where the Uniting Assembly of the URC took place in October 1972, and is a 

chance to give thanks and to celebrate the five decades of the United Reformed Church. 

There will also be Open Church House (at the main offices of the URC near Kings Cross 

station) with activities and crafts related to the jubilee and a Walk to Westminster. 

Click here for more information and to book tickets:  https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-

50th-anniversary/50th-anniversary-tickets/ 

 

Note from the Editor 

Whilst we are without a minister, if anyone wishes to write the magazine ‘letter’ in 

subsequent issues you would be very welcome, just let me know!  

 

North Weald Methodist Church 

Service of Thanksgiving 

Sunday 23 October 2022, 2.30pm 

You are warmly invited to join us at North Weald Methodist Church to mark the occasion 

of its closure with a special Service of Thanksgiving for the Life and Witness of North 

Weald Methodist Church. 

Refreshments will be served after the service. 

All are welcome 

Epping United Reformed Church 

Message from Cecil 

Dear All at Epping URC, 

Thank you for the kindly worded card wishing Sam and I well for our onward journey to 

Lincolnshire and for the photographic book of memories. We also appreciate the 

gardening vouchers which will be put to very good use in our new manse.  

You have been a kindly and generous church for which I give God thanks. May God bless 

you all! 

Yours Affectionately, 

Cecil 

https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/50th-anniversary-tickets/
https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/50th-anniversary-tickets/
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Coffee Mornings 

Please come and join others on the first Saturday of each month for coffee, tea, cake and 
company at Epping United Reformed Church, commencing on Saturday, September 3rd 
at 10am. Please put the date in your diary. You will be very welcome. Each month we will 
be collecting donations for a different charity, for September it will be for the Epping 
Forest Foodbank and October will be for Macmillan. 
 

Harvest  

Our harvest festival service will take place on Sunday 2nd October for which we will be 

collecting non-perishable gifts for the Epping Forest Foodbank. 

Toddler Group 

The toddler group will resume this month following the summer break. This month we 

will celebrate harvest with a service and gifts for the foodbank and we will also be having 

a coffee morning in aid of Macmillan cancer support.  

Birthdays 

Birthday wishes in September to Elspeth and Noah. 

 

Ongar United Reformed Church 

Thank you to everyone at Ongar for a memorable final service and for the kindly worded 
card and generous gift. It is lovely to know that my ministry has been appreciated. May 
God bless the continuing work of the gospel amongst you all! 
Yours affectionately. 
Rev. Cecil White 
 
How are we as a welcoming church?  If you were a stranger coming in what sort of 
welcome would you get?  Every church will say that strangers are welcomed but the truth 
is that  often we are not!  As a Lay Preacher visiting various churches I have experienced 
many forms of welcome.  Usually, as I like to get to them early, it is one or two individuals 
that welcome me and make sure that everything is set up for me.  I have the advantage 
too that often I am contacted by email or telephone during the week to let me know 
who will be there to welcome me and what their particular procedures are for the 
service.  However, have you ever thought about the welcome this church gives to its 
visiting preachers?  I know that I have been reprimanded in the past for not offering one 
a cup of coffee or tea after the service, particularly if they have come from some 
distance.  Sometimes, too, an offer of a hot drink before the service is welcome, 
particularly during the winter months, or if their journey has been delayed for some 
reason to give them time to compose themselves. 
 
It is in how we welcome others into our church that we need to consider most.  Anyone 
coming through our doors on a Sunday morning needs to be greeted properly, given the 
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appropriate books and, if they are a stranger, told where the toilets are, as well as some 
advice as to how our service is run.  How off putting it is when someone says to you that 
you are sitting in their seat or pew!  I also had the experience when arriving to attend a 
service at a strange church of being told that I couldn’t park in their car park as the 
spaces were reserved for those attending the service.  You can imagine what that taught 
me about welcome!  Also, after the service, it is nice when members of the congregation 
speak to strangers rather than forming a tight group of friends and ignoring 
them.  Similarly, any conversation should be light rather than an inquisition, probing into 
their lives and backgrounds.  If they are just engaged in friendly conversation, then they 
may feel able to open up to you and tell you more about their lives and why they have 
come to church on this particular day. 
 
This was all brought home to me when on the morning we had no service but I had 
opened the church a gentleman turned up having Googled to find a Free church in Ongar 
and its service time.   We made sure that he was welcomed and invited him in when he 
would have turned away on hearing there was no service.  In fact, we had a service very 
much made up ‘on the hoof’ and hope that he will return in the future. 
 
I have also experienced myself and heard others mention how people have been made to 
feel unwelcome in this church.  People who turn up very late have been turned away, 
others have been put off by the way some people have spoken to them often quizzing 
them about why they have come.  As a church member and Elder, I have experienced 
some very unwelcome attitudes in the past, particularly when my husband was ill, with 
hurtful words being said which have reduced me to tears, as well as feeling isolated after 
a service as others gathered in groups without asking me how I was or even talking to 
me!  If I could have doubts about whether I should remain in this church, how must a 
stranger in search of a church fellowship feel! 
 
As Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.  I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me………..I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did for me”.  (Matthew 25: 35-37, 40).  If we are to grow as a church we need 
to be aware of how people react to our welcome and how we treat them.  That stranger 
who comes in seeking a Christian community to join could be Jesus. 
Joan 
 
Twinkles 
Twinkles will re-open on 15th September at 10.00am.  If you have any families living near 
you with babies or children under 5, please tell them about us and invite them to try a 
morning with us.  Since Covid we have mostly very young children so it is difficult to do 
crafts with them and even introduce Bible stories into our mornings.  However, we will 
be having our usual services at Christmas and Easter, which gives us an opportunity to 
take people into the church and show them what we believe.  As Harvest is the Sunday 
after we re-open we are unable to have a Harvest service, which is a great pity as so 
many have never experienced a Harvest Festival in their lives.  We will though have one 
of our charity coffee mornings on 29th September, with a raffle and cake, to raise funds 
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for the Macmillan Cancer charity.  If anyone would like to donate a raffle prize or bake a 
cake, I will gladly accept them at Open House on 28th September!  Please remember our 
group in your prayers that the seeds we sow now may grow and bloom in the future. 
Joan 
 
Livingstone Hall Events  
Saris Galore!   
Open Evening 16th September 7.00pm Join us for a fun evening trying on beautiful saris 
with an option to buy one. 
 £6.00 includes refreshments.   
  
Quiz Night 
21st October 7.00 for 7.30 start.  Tables of eight £6.00 per person.  Bring your own 
nibbles (Tea/Coffee provided). To reserve a table, call Sandra on 01277 363927 
Sandra 
 
Open House - August 
It has been a pleasant surprise that so many people have continued to join Open House 
throughout the heat wave we’ve experienced; some walking more than a mile to get 
here. They say it’s good to talk & we do plenty of that & hopefully listening too. Many of 
us have health or family concerns but a problem shared is a problem halved they say & 
there may come suggestions or even solutions to help. 10 minutes meditation in Church 
may also help spiritually/mindfully.  As life gets back to normal it’s nice to hear about 
some of the places of interest people have visited & the plans for future holidays.  
In the meantime our Charity table items are bringing in a small revenue for the Haven 
House Children’s Hospice, Woodford Green where a lot of good work is carried out by 
dedicated & caring staff. Donations of items for sale or cash, is gratefully received.  
New visitors are always welcome on a Wednesday 10-12noon in our Church hall. 
Cheryl, Pam and Joan 
 
We would like to wish happy birthday to all those having a birthday in September. 
 
Preaching Dates for September, all 11am 
4th   J. Buxton HC 
11th  F. Arthur 
18th J. Smith (Harvest) 
25th P&P 
 
 

Epping Methodist Church Closing Service 

The closing service of Epping Methodist Church took place on the 31st July. The church 

was full with people attending from all of our churches as well as from Haebea and 

churches in the Epping Area. Cecil led the service, focusing on the theme of ‘change’ 

along with contributions from Revd Blair Kirkby and readings from Catherine and John. 

There were some interesting artifacts from the church’s life including a write up of the 
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church’s origins written in the 1960s which Cecil read. Afterwards we all enjoyed an 

excellent array of refreshments.  

This was also Cecil’s final service as our minister and while this wasn’t the focus of the 

service during the refreshments, his leaving was marked with a message from Blair and a 

gift from the area. 

 

Herts and Essex Border Ecumenical Area 

Welcome service for Revd Marcia Tull 

Saturday 3 September 2022, 3.00pm at Hertford Methodist Church 

You are cordially invited to join us at Hertford Methodist Church for the Welcome Service 

for Revd Marcia Tull on Saturday 3 September at 3.00pm. 

Revd Rachel Hawkins will lead this special service. 

Please remember Revd Marcia and the people of Hertford and Hoddesdon, to whom she 

will minister, in your prayers. 

All are welcome 

 

Autumn Fair at Roydon URC 

Saturday 1st October 

10.00 am — 1.00 pm 

You are cordially invited to join us at Roydon United Reformed Church for our Annual 

Autumn Fair. 

There will be lots of stalls, refreshments served, and entrance is FREE! 

And don't forget we have a LARGE FREE carpark at the church. 

So why not pop along and get a few early Christmas presents! 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

 

URC Eastern Synod 

Big Day Out 

The synod’s big day out took place at the Trinity showground in Ipswich in July and it was 

a very enjoyable day. Six of us from Epping URC attended, unfortunately our contingent 

was depleted due to covid. 
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The theme was Celebrate! With the words from Psalm 118 “This is the day that the lord 

has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  

The day began and ended with worship together and in between there were different 

workshops and activities to do. Workshops included drumming, hand bells, bible study, 

artwork, storytelling and singing. The children’s activity area included a bouncy castle 

(greatly enjoyed by Nathan), games to play and a very talented man who could make 

balloon sculptures and create the most fantastic bubbles. There was also a trail around 

the site with a prize for all participants and an all-age creative area to make a patchwork 

banner. There were displays from the faith in action team which included Commitment 

for Life, Eco Church, Israel-Palestine, conflicts around the world and the Synods link with 

Zimbabwe. There were also fairtrade and book stalls. 

The closing worship ended the day with an address from the Moderator and music from 

the worship band as well as performances from those who did the workshops. 

A big thank you to all of the synod staff and volunteers who worked hard to put on a 

fantastic day! 

Pictures from the day are on the synod’s facebook page (you can view this without 

needing to sign up): https://www.facebook.com/URC-Eastern-Mission-445556949575805/   

 

Faith in Action Day 

‘Love God, Love your neighbour’ 

Saturday 17th September, 10:30am-4pm 

A very special free workshop day at Ipswich Road United Reformed Church, Norwich 

with a key note address from the Synod Moderator, Revd Lythan Nevard. 

Workshops include: 

• Isolation/mental health/well-being 

• Migration & refugees 

• Poverty and money matters 

• Climate crisis 

Tea/coffee provided, please bring own lunch. 

Booking forms from the event organiser Robert Ogden: easergo@gmail.com or speak to 

Lindsey or Jeremy. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/URC-Eastern-Mission-445556949575805/
mailto:easergo@gmail.com
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Epping Forest Foodbank 

Items most needed by the foodbank this month: 

• Tinned Vegetables/tomatoes/baked beans 

• Tinned Soup 

• Instant Mash 

• Biscuits 

• Rice 

• Long life milk & juice 

• Crackers 

• Shampoo/Conditioner 

• Toothpaste & toothbrushes 

• Shower gel 

• Toilet Paper 

You can bring items to our donation point in Epping URC or to the various collection 

points around the district including the EFDC council offices and Epping Tesco- full list 

here: https://eppingforest.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

 

Epping Forest Dementia Fair 

Saturday 1st October, 10am-2pm at St John’s Church, Epping, run in conjunction with the 

Epping Forest Dementia Alliance. Information stalls and short presentations from local 

providers, open to anyone affected by dementia or interested in knowing more. Free 

entry and refreshments. 

 

A prayer for Pakistani Flood Victims 

A third of Pakistan has been completely flooded, killing at least 1,136 people. 

Since June, Monsoon rains have caused flash floods which have devastated communities 

washing away roads, homes, and crops. This deadly trail of havoc has affected 33 million 

people, many of whom are now displaced. 

The Revd Memona Shahbaz, a United Reformed Church Minister from Pakistan, offers 

this prayer: 

Our loving, merciful and compassionate father, 

we acknowledge that you are creator of this universe, and everything is in your control. 

“You are our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” Psalm 42:1 

At this time of trouble in Pakistan, we pray for all Pakistani people who are victims of the 

devastating flood. 

https://eppingforest.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
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Especially we pray for, 

those who have lost their loved ones, livelihood, livestock and homes. 

Pakistani government, local charities, churches, and individuals who are trying to help all 

All countries who are standing in solidarity and helping Pakistan at this challenging time. 

Help everyone and send your peace and comfort in this chaotic situation. 

We ask this in Jesus’ precious name. 

Amen 

 

Christian Aid Harvest Appeal 

After the worst drought in 40 years, millions of people across East Africa are facing the 

threat of famine and their lives are at risk. Millions are taking desperate measures to 

survive failed harvests, livestock deaths, water shortages and extreme hunger. By 

donating today, we can give lasting hope, stop this devastating hunger crisis and help 

people build a life free from poverty and injustice. Please give today. 

How to donate: 

Call 020 7523 2269 to donate by phone or visit caid.org.uk/eastafricaappeal  

 
Season of Creation 2022 

 
The annual Christian celebration of the season of creation begins on the 1st September 

and ends on the 4th October with the theme of ‘Listen to the voice of Creation.’  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many have become familiar with the concept of being 

muted in conversations. Many voices are muted in public discourse around climate 

change and the ethics of Earth-keeping. These are voices of those who suffer the impacts 

of climate change. These are voices of people who hold generational wisdom about how 

to live gratefully within the limits of the land. These are voices of a diminishing diversity 

of more-than-human species. It is the voice of the Earth. 

During the Season of creation, Christians are called to common prayer and action to 

help us listen for the voices of those who are silenced and the individuals, 

communities, species, and ecosystems who are lost, and those whose livelihoods are 

threatened by habitat loss and climate change. 

caid.org.uk/eastafricaappeal
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The burning bush is the Symbol for 

the Season of Creation 2022. Wild fires 

are one of the devastating impacts of 

climate change on the most 

vulnerable of our planet. But the fire 

that called to Moses did not consume 

or destroy the bush. The flame 

revealed God’s presence.  

This symbol of God’s Spirit calls us to listen to the voice of creation. 

Read more about the season of creation here: https://seasonofcreation.org/  

The Joint Public Issues Team has resources on the subject of food including interesting 

videos and podcasts: https://jpit.uk/creation/just-desserts 

 

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://jpit.uk/creation/just-desserts

