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The crazy world that is known as RAG has come ta 
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By Duncan O'Toole 
3, 0 0 0 peo pl e w h o we r e ln th e 
Rag S lt e o n M o nd ay wtl l t es ti -

11.vc m u s \c \n \.h e s 
w hi c h ca t e r e d fo r 
t h o s e n o t lnt o 
mu stc b e \ng p~ 
Pa vUUon . 'Th e st 
had th e Cutt e r 
w ho d es pll C ti 
Wh e el pl a ymg 
sWl altract.cd ; 
L\quld Wh ee l 
on an exce l 
an d w e nt do 

We we re promi se d a bi gge r 
brt g ht e r and be ll e r B UD 
WE IS ER RA G WEEK lhl s y ear 

an d lf M onday Nt g ht 1s any
thin g l o g o by, RAG WEEK 

isee m s w ell se t t o fu lfil th at i 
pr omJ sc. An y o ne o f th e 

fy lo lh at. T h t: c ro w d c ontr o l 
w o rk e d ex Lr eme \y we ll an d 

wtU1 a Une u p o f go o d e nt e r 
la.l.nm cnl Ln ev ery ar ea o f th e 
s tt e t h e crow d was we \1 di s

p e r se d . al tho ugh mild w ea th 
e r m a d e lhlng s alot eas ter 
with lh c S und ial area factll 
ta tln g hundr e d s o f p eo ple . 
The mu s tc soc iety provtd e d 

Monday Night's Crowd Enjoying "Liquid Wheel" in Conce 

Probably nolh.lng unless 
you are of lhe 350 or so stu
denls of lhe College of 
Education . For 4lh lears It 

represen ls 10 weeks of 

worry , sweat . blo!)d and some 
times tears. T.P. stands for 
teaching practice.For \hose of 
you who don 't know what T.P. 
is let me explain. Education 

Huge Yes vote for 

By Brian Synnott 

UL students have voted 
overwhelmingly to encforse 
the building and part fund
ing of a new student centre. 
The final result showed 1766 

Yes and 213 No or 89% Yes .. 
Th e level of interest was 

illustrated by the high 
turnout. which was dose 

enou h to that of a sabbati 

cal election. ll ls a cl 
answer to the accusat 
lhal UL sludenls are 
lhelic and lhlnk only of 
short lerm. 

UL students plan fo 

future 

Since the explosion 
UL student poplllat 

years ago lhl co 

refrain has hcl'l1 tlm 
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Elections 

TEN WEEKS WORK MEANS £80,000~~ 
What do the letters T.P. mean to you? 

Probably nothing unless 
you are of the 350 or so stu
dents of the College of 
Education. For 4th tears it 
represents 10 weeks of 

worry, sweat. blopd and some
times tears. T.P. stands for 
teaching practice.For those of 
you who don't know what T.P. 
is let me explain. Education 

students do not go out on co
op. In 1st year 1 week's holi
days is spent teaching in a pri
mary school. \n 2nd year 6 
weeks teaching lst-3rd years 

down for the day and will have 
a host of ce\ebrttles do\ng 
strange lh\ngs for chart\.-y. See 
\ns\de thls paper for more 
Information on the c\ty l:rtp. 

WlRED l 03 will \teep punters 
up dated with what ls happen
mg during the week. \n the 
meantime if you read \his du.r
\ng the week enjoy the week u 
yo u·re read\ng this after the 
week well done you can still 
read you survived\\ . 

Wired 103FM 
Huge Yes vote for Nevv Student Centl'e 

Classified 

By Brian Synnott 

UL students have voted 
overwhelmingly to encf orse 
the building and part fund
ing of a new student centre . 
The final result showed 1766 

Yes and 213 No or 89% Yes .. 

The level of interest was 

illustrated by the high 
turnout, which was close 

enough to that of a sabbati-

cal election . It is a clear 
answer to the accusation 
that UL students are apa
thetic and think only of the 
short term. 

UL students plan for the 

future 

Since the explosion in the 
UL student population 4 

years ago the constant 

refrain has been that facili-

ties are over -used and that 
students are bottom of the 
list for recreational facilities. 
The huge yes vote can be 
interpreted as students 
finally taking the initiative. 
What makes the result so 
significant is that students 
were voting yes for future 
ULSU members. The willing
ness to ensure that future 

cohorts will n ot endure 

inadequate facilities is high\-y 
laudable, illus!Iating a step 
towards the re-estab\\sh
ment of a collective ide11tit.-y. 
ln the 80's and 90's student 
identity has been sever\y 
damaged by the pressure Qf 

performing ~nd the cut
throat job market. Rather 
than the idealism that went 

before this. students are 

recognising th6. need to take 
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1,766 -YES 213 -NO 

FROM PAGE 1 

concrete atepa to achcJvc 
n:sult,t. 

IDLormatfon cu.._,... 
For the week preceding lhc 

poll. the SU conducled a cam
paJgn to rnakc students aware of 
the tasue and ensure that the 
electorate re.a!Jsed that the project 
was not a plpedream. TIie btggest 
problein was generaUng momen
tum behJnd the effort. "Jwo 
General meeungs were called. 
headline artJcJes were placed In 

An Focal. house calls were made 

I I 1 

and a leaflet was produced. The 
real eurge did not come unUJ Lhe 
two day• of poUlng where I.he cru
cla.J factor was the o.mounl of peo
ple who helped canvass. urgtng 
people lo c:xerclse their right to 
vote. On lhc 'lburaday it was thJ s 
phyaJcaJ presence "WhJch ensured 
the victory ror the UnJon. Tilc stghl 
of I.he UCC SU President walking 
around in a vole Yes T-shtrl helped 
lo persuade some and LntlJnJdatc 
others. 

PJan.n.l.nC ■ U4le 
TIie ne:xt. slep Is lo establish a 

small committee of University and 

j 5IXET IDIIS -
J J I 

AHEAD 
UL.SU personnel lo look at. slt.c 
locaUons. fundlng and t.o act. up a 
umctable for the design plan of 
lhc projccL lt shou ld be noted 
t.ha.t mo at of tllc summer will be 

spe nl on start up procedures and 
t.hal students will be glven anip\e 
opportunity lo glve suggestions 
for the design from Sept.ember on. 
The uruvenolty, and the Finance 
Officer In particular have been 
vciy cnthustasUc about the pro
ject . The formal raUf\caUon ls stW 
to be gtven by the Govern.Ing 
Body. but the lnitla\ outline 
recetved a favourable response. 
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A draft ;lan of fhe New Student Centre 

Brians Comment 
I had a good night last Thursday, the 28th I think it was. Got totally wasted on Carling and Bushmills, with the odd 
splash of rum thrown in. Why was that I hear you ~sk. Well, as you _kn_ow the _referendum !o part-fund a student cen
tre was passed. In three years time UL students wrll have a £4m burldrng dedicated to therr needs. I know that_ some 

people are still uncomfortable about the fact that they're paying for it unseen but the only real answer to that 1s why 
didn't we do this five years ago. When you graduate from university a strange afliction befalls your vison. A rose-tint
ed mist descends and you'll find yourself making nostalgic pilg~images back to Castletroy. Where better to hold that 
class reunion than in the new Student Centre that yc,u were responsible for? 

Rag Week '96 

The only angle·that is left to cover on Rag Week is that you should pace yourself. That advice has bugger a\\ to do 

with alcohol - on that front do what you will - instead it relates to the many amazing events that you are in danger of 

missing out on. Even if you do secure that hallowed corner in the Stables, within easy reach of the bar, make sure you 

stagger occasionally to the pavillion and beyond. Events only work with a crowd, so meander down to the riverbank 

for the raft race or up to the mud-patch for the first ever on campus horse event. Other than that let me just thank Keith 

Pigott and Ruth Scott for the trojan work they've done - all will become apparent as you witness a great week unfold. 

Elections Week 11 

After Rag Week and Drugs Awareness week brace yourself for the sabbatical elections. To all candidate~ best of \uck 
you know what to do, to all helpers beware and to all voters USE IT! · ' 



SAEEATIQAL Off ICE.~ 

ELEeTIONS 
THU~V ~H Of Al>RIL 1'1'?~. 

For the positions of : 

President 
Deputy President ('We\tare) 
Communications & Education 

Nominations 
Week 10 Monday 15th oi Apr\\ 9.30 am. 
Close 5.00 pm Sharp Friday 19th ot I\. ., 
All eompleted nominations to be hande~\~· Get 
Barry returning officer with £.20.00 deposit. t'i 

Hustings: Wednesday the 24th o1 ~pr\\ jean 

Monnet 2.30 pm. 

\-\a'le ~ou e'let 'HO, 
manage ?O\iC'I an 
abou\ \\'\e macni • 
ins\i\u\iona\ wo · 
A.cademia'? 

,ne ?osi\ion o; 

09\ion \o ten 
amoun\s o\ 
Fo\\owing in 
agemen\-s\ 
s\teng\ns o 
cia\\'i we\co 

fl...nea\\h'i 
can\sn~ 
?OS\ . Fa~ 

Elections Thursday 25th o1 ~pr\\ 
Po\\ing stations open '\0."\5 am, C\ose 7 .oo pm. 
Nomination lorms, iob descriptions, procedu1es & 

,neno 

\_u~os\ 
\"\OU~S 

e\\"\0'5 

regulations, available in the Students' Union 

Recep,ion office. 

Issued by Gerry Barry Returning Officer 
EOR INFORMATION ONLY 

ab a a 
by Lorna l(er\n 

Deputy-President &. V4e\1are Ofl\cer 

A lot of people seem to 
th1Jlk its a fun or part-ume 

or year out or vo\untaIY type 
of pos1t1on- \t isn't- . ws. 

_ aid and a reaI 

1\'\ 
ea 
T\i 
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Dep uty-Pr!: Lorna Ker in 

ident & Welfare Officer 
A. lot of 

think its a leople seem lo 
un or Part.-Urne or year ou t or voluntary type 

of posttton. It isn't . It's 

full-time, pald and a 'rear 
Job . Here 's wha t 1t 
involves ... . 

As a Welfare Officer, 
You·u deal wtth people 's per
sona1 problems . You could 
be dealing wtth bereaved 
Parents of students , abor 
tion an-angements, harrass
ment incidents, evicted ten
ants , irate residents, gtant 
authorttes, single parents, 
injured students, students 
in ftnanctal hardshtp, lonely 
students, students wtth dls
ab1lttes , gay /lesbtan/btsex -
uaJ students, .... ... ... the list 
goes on and will depend on 
who needs you and when. 

On a policy level as a 
Deputy President & Welfare 
Officer, you Will be involved 
in lobbying for students 

lights and improved Welfare 
services on & off campus -

The issues can range from 

childcare, to equality issues, 

community relations , cam

pus safety, drug awarenss. 
legal lights, insurance , med

ical facJlJtes, abuse aware 

ness and whatever other 

welfare issues you feel cen

tral to students' well-being. 

As a director of UI.SU Ltd 

( the company that oversees 

the SU businesses like Ents. 

Crraphlcs, the Shop etc) 
You·u l · • 
bustn earn a smattenng of 
Uno ess Skills, &aln an 

erstandlng of manaae-
rnent ac "' 

• counts, personnel 
and You·u Witness conce p ts 
ltke negouauon , commun1-
cat1on, accountability . trans 
})arency etc. betng put into 
action. 

You'll experience 
'Comrntttee Culture· Which Is 

a fasctnattng expertence of 
double -speak, political 
WTimgllngs, assorted agen
das and endless memos. 
You'll have the prtvtJage of to 
learntng from other commtt
tee members who are usual
ly two or three generations 
older than you , and at the 
peak of their careers . The 
commtttees of this year were: 
Campus Watch , Governtng 
Body, Financial Aid, Creche , 
Equal Rights, SU Executive , 
Chairs, Stables Club, 
Assessment , Disciplin e, 
Community Educa ti on , T 
Grad~. Faculty Board, Vision 
2020, Rag Week and ULSU 
Ltd. 

In terms of serious CV 
stuff, the Job will enable you 
to develop confidence and 

expertence in areas such as 
public speaking , journalistic 

wrtting, political representa -

tion & campaigning, 

successf ul candidate _ · 

• Afte r twelve months i 

going on but nobody w·1 

sett1ng, event org , 
sponso rship deals e 
tenns of personal 

the vartety of people 
be dealing With, and 
dom of the welfare 
give you opportu 
revise your ideas 

meaning ltfe, death 
dents!! 

Personany. I 
n1ng for election in 
year or as a pos 
sensible thing to 
you're older, gra 
don't have to w. 
stepping on the 
ple's toes. Add 
fact that , statls 
couple of sabb 
returned to the 1 

actually gradu 
up to you. I' 

for election , 
an 1nterestln 
liberating Y 
educational 
reccomend i 

that wants . t 
in finer de 
than welco 

me in the 
the Studen 

research presentation, 

debate, public relations, goal 
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succe ssful candidate - its only started babyt 
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setUng, event organi sa uon , 
sponsor ship deals etc. In 
terms of personal growth, 
the variety of people you WW 

be dealing With, and the free
dom of the Welfare brtef, 'W1ll 
give you opportuntttes to 
revtse your ideas about the 
meaning life, death and stu
dents!! 

Personally, I think run 
ning for election 1n your final 
year or as a postgrad ls a 
senstble thing to do, because 
you're older , graduated and 
don't have to w9ny about 
stepping on the wrong peo
ple's toes. Add to that the 
fact that, statistically, only a 

couple of sabbaticals have 
returned to their studies and 
actually graduated. But it's 
up to you . I'm so glad I ran 
for election, and if you want 
an interesting, varted and 
liberating year's work in an 
educational establishment. I 

reccomend it!I Any student 
that wants . to discuss the job 
in finer detail, you're more 
than welcome to call down to 
me in the Welfare Office in 

the Students' Union . 

The 
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Make sure that you are 
nowhere else apart from 
Limerick City Centre on 
Saturday April 13th - CITY 
TRIP. Have some fun today 

and believe you me that they 

don't come any more thrilling 
than BUNGEE JUMPING! 

Don't wony about da:rnage 

because these jUDJps are 
101% safe. How it works is 

Fenton , Dusty Rhodes, 
Michael Cahill and Barry 
Lang have kindly allowed us 
to sell them as part of the 
celebrity auction! This will 
take place on Cruises St . dur
ing the afternoon so don't for

get to bring your pennies and 
you too could have a 2FM DJ 

in your front room for an 
hour or so! 

like this: each person is 
weighed and then the corre

spondin g lenght of elastic is 

attached to their ankles with 
a safety harness attached to 
their waist . T.Jten comes the 

Even more celebrities around 
the place then as the 2FM 
Roadcaster, the new and 
improved and even bigger 
than before Roadcaster will 

fun part - you go up in a 

crane to a height of' 150ft 

daat .. rilrll( Wt , 
u 



apoadin.g leng~ce the: as the 2FM 
attache d to their ankl es with R_ oadcaater, the new and 
a safety harness attached to 

c:?:t:J,oi r ~ ""a.is t . T.'ten co:cnes the improv e d and even bigger 
'«Ler U;;"' a. ACJ-.gri'£""' o"r •h .... :=!2.~!:'f"ore RoadCllllter will 

that 's right , 150 feet!l!.ou;; LJ..xnenc..-- ~ tyt.h e c:::;;;..,. ;: 
You go until you C4Jl 1'.on:an Murray takee to the 
higher and then th go no airwaves from 2 in th e after-
e.rci·nn ..__,,., e real noon to 6p Th 
--' " g s • ..., happ ens - you . m. e Roadcaater 
~LU find Yoursel£standing Will be Parked outside HMV 

the little edge of" a platforn, :~ on Cruises St. so come along 
the crane with notJtin and pla! some requests for 
between you and the groun: your friends and r ela ti ves 
other than a length of" elasti 

I 
who may not be luck y enough 

Ready steady an~ to be in Lime ri ck on 
go ... Weeeeeee! 150 feet later Saturday April 13th! 

and -~~?1e Serious bon-,.;-g If ~= ~~ you are concerned as to 
y ou find Your feet back how you would like to go to 
on s oli d CZ-Ound - although town we present to you the th

ey maintain ,.._at people G ~ reat UL BED PUSH will 
are so hyPe r afterwards that means that a bed will be 
the y will w obble a little bit! pus h ed all the way into town 

Sponsorship fo rms ha ve been whi ch means that for about 
available in UL Stud ents se v enteen sweaty people 
Uni on and some people h a ve doing the pushing one lucky 

already raised colossal sum perso n will be able to lie 
of money which wiil go to down for the d urati on of it 

charity. · all . C ome out an d give the 

bed pus h er s a drink of w ater 
to keep them going as they 
slog it ou t ! 

Don 't forget that that 's wha t 
Rag Week is about - raising 

.money for local charities by 
having good fun . This year 
UL have chosen seven chari 

ties and one of the charities 
which is Saturdays' special 
charity is Limerick's People 
In Need . Thanks to them we 

have a helicopter for our 2FM 
celebrities who are fiying into 

the city on Saturday after-

Once you get into town then 
watch for the Cruise s St. -

Rio De Limerick here we go ! 
There11 be a mini carnival 
there with music from UL 
music Society busking , street 
performers including jug 

glers from the Theatre Roy~ 
Juggling Workshop, h&Jr 

wrappers and face painters. noon . Yes, that's right. Tony 

As piring b an ds ou t the re feel 
fr ee to com e along and sing 
your he arts ou t t o an audi
ence of se v eral thous an d (for 

probabl y the fi.rst time ~ 

your lif e !) Don 't forge t that m 

the a udien ce y ou 11 b e able t o 

s ee all th e 2 FM DJ's . It coul d 

w or k w onde r s for your 

career ! 

And speaking of wonderful 
careers , REMIX, Limericks' 
answer to you-know-who, 

will be singing and dancing 

on Cruises just th e day after 
their launch in At hl on e . 
Co m e to Cruises St. and se e 
them p erf orm . 

wi th th e lowest score . 

Th en of course there 's the 

Golf Pub Challenge. Don't 
worry if you haven't got a 
notion how to play golf , or 

worse still if you hate it, 

you'll love · this version . It 

involves drinking a glass of 
beer in nine pubs and then 
again which makes eighteen 
-as in eighteen holes of golfl 
and the winne-r iB the team 

And if -you still have energy 
aft.ei: all of that then -you will 
want to come out to the UL 
Showcase of bands compli
ments of the UL M.uaic Soc. 
To finish the night and inded 
to finish Rag Week. '96 with a 
BANG we have the Lorean 
Murray disco, a tradition in 
itself when it comea to UL 
and Rag Week. 
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The Little Company of Ma,y firs~ established Hospice Servi~s .in 
in 1977 through designating nine s as a specialist Milford 

Hospice unit geared towards providing a wide range of Hospice 
Support s~1vices !JI the Mid-West region for patients with a ter

minal illness . 
• 

For any patient co~ning~to the Hospice , 
. • • • . . . . . . - . .. • 

tJiere is no fixed charge, 
Milford hospice js the and payment is on a voluntary basi ,s o~ly. 
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• major force# in the hospice movement and acts as a resource cen
tre for staff in the _treatment -of cancer. The services provided in 
the Milford Hospice rely heavily on fund raising .and the generous 
supwrt of people in the region. Any money raised in Rag week 
'96 will go far to allow the people of Milford Hospice to continue 
with their developments in providing the Mid-West with one of 
the best Hospice and resource centres for cancer treatment in the 
country. 
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ELE<!.I fDN FAR.CE.1 · 
Dear Editor, 

We were under the illusion that this college is in a 
democratic scoiety. ~his is obviously a FARCE, we witnessed 
today (wed 27th) a biased and unjust election in which the only 
available result could be a YES vote. 

Apa~ from the idea of students having to cough up £30 a 
year (subJect to inflation) Most of the present students won't 
have the use of this centre. We couldn't give a toss about future 
students we are talking about here and now. Immediately 
results are all that we are concerned about and knowing the 

' . Student Union track record as regards money and finance, this 
project won't be completed till the year 2000. 

This wasn't a balanced election since when are people 
allowed POLL for a YES vote on ele~tion day. The result of this 
election is a joke and shouldn't be allowed stand. There was no 
voice from the NO vote therefore this election is a farce. 

Sincerely, 

Where's wally 

ED's Note: . 

Where were you for the two student General_ M7etmgs 

when the Student Centre was discussed or why d1dn t you 

make your feelings known through your Class Rep or by com

ing down to the SU? while anonymous letters to An Focal are 

grand they don't serve the purpose too well after the _referen

dum. The Student Centre is planned to be complete ,n ~ 999. 

s 
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