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Dalving into the rezant disaster salvags

The recent International Conference on disaster rmanasgement organized by Sswa
Internaticnal, from 28tk to 30tk March 2022 in Delhi, ascertaingd various views about disaster
rranagerment and the approach adopted towards relief and rehabilitetion. The inaugural
gession dignitary, Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd) (Mermber, MDA) on 28th March 2022, shed
light on the arising cencetn of non-professional approaches being utilized to deal with
disasters, inclined mmore towards relief and rehabilitation. He presented his argurments
guecting, "the paradigr shift has guestioned the non- professional methods of disaster
rranagermnent, which was esarlier focusing on relisf and rehakilitation onle” His wviews
highlighted the need for paradigr shift, while acknowledging the crucial role of civil socisty
organizations in disaster risk reduction and prior preparediness. He quotes, "previously, the
government and responsilzle agencies had  minimal focus on risk reduction and
preparedness, however, the aftermath of 2004 tsunami has led to a revival and retrospection
of disaster politics Thus, shaping governments nationwide more aware of disastet
preparedness through prior planning.”

Additionally, he voiced his views about the ongeoing human-made disaster of the Bussia-
Ukraine wat, whils further identifying the challenges in disaster telief and recovery in war-
sffected areas due to thelack of edministrative and logistical support. In conjunction with his
ide@s, he referred to 'Cender Inclusion' and its negligence for a leng period of time, thus,
arising the need for gender sensitivity when managing disasters. While addressing the ten
dirmensions of PM's 10 point agenda, LE Gen. Hasnain proposed the additional 1th peint,
ermnphasizing the integration of civil society organization with various stakeholders including
government agencies, urban planners, industries, educators and communities for bethet
participation at the community level. Simultanecushy, this year rmarks the completion of 10
weats of the nightrmare of Uttarakhand tragedy

The recent incident of successful evacuation of 41 stranded laborers in Uttarakhand after 18
days of continuous struggls, showeases the effectiveness of disaster management sfforts in
our country. Lt Gen Hasnain, who initisted the rescue operation provided immenss
information about the incident and helped save innocent lives after strategizing for the
disaster managernent process. While the governrnent formulates policies for disastet
rranagernent, social organizations are actively involved in spreading awareness. On the sams
hand, Sewa International has also been working on disaster management for the past 20
yearts. The organization has recently started a unigue initiative, aimed towards preparing
students at the school level to handle and manage disasters This initistive has been named
g5 School Crisis Crientation & Disaster Education (SCODE), which plans to provide disastet
rranagerment related training to 75 schools in Uttarakhand and 25 schools in the Delhi MCR
regicn. Sewa International has developed an international level module for this purpose,
hioping for the project to be identified as instrurmental in spreading public awarenesss at social
level related to disaster managernent
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Creating
Employment
Opportunities:
Empowerment via
Employment

In Uttarakhand's challenging hilly terrain,
dccess to employment has persistently
beenan issue, Ourefforts aligned withthe
Fi KK project, have borne fruit, as
eviderced by the cverwhelming response
to the recent four-day job mela. This annual
event attracted 2000+ enthusiastic
participants who were interviewed by

cormpanies spanning retail, finance, and
healthcare. companies spanning retail, finance,
and healthcare.

The success s not just in humbers, but inthe
1WoDindividuals selected, who cleared
placermentinteryiews and secured johs,
representitg the tangible impact of briddging
the gap between skill acguisiticn and
employment: A5 we celebrate these
achieverments,we arereminded of the
potential that characterizes the youth of
Uttarakhand. &t Sewa, we continue to create
sustainable cpportunities for skill developrment
and empleviment, ensunng that the youthin
these remcte regicns can carve cut promising
career paths

Sewa Mahila Jyoti:
Meri Udaan

Inthe City of Hearts, New Delhi, where dreams
ocften encounter the harsh reality of financial
constraints, Sushma ji's life has been ne less
thamn a war. Listen towhat Sushma jihaste say
abcut her life and journey since she has been
asscoiated with Sewa Mahila Jyoti Moida.

While reciprocating about thehardships of
herlife, she beautifully asserts,

“"Coming from a lower-income family
background, I kave faced hardships in my
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life. Remembering my past, the memories of
difficedt tirmes flow throwgh my mind when my
hushand faced unemployiment, impacting my
children’s education, further casting a shadow
over our tivetihood. ”

Sushra Ji's heart wrenching words highlight
the hardships that =he had gene through in
her life. Howewer, after [cining the 'Mahila
Jyeti' she articulated a gradually cocourring
'thange' in her life and expressed, Amidst
these trials, a glimmer of hope appeared in my
life with the initiation of the Mahila [yoti’
project by Sewra International in our

community. Choosing to be a partof if, I



immersed myself in sewing and embroidery,
finding a modest yet valuable source of income.
Expressing my aspiration to establish ny own
business, I shared my vision with the head of
"Sewa Intermational.” In response, he notonly
linked me with the Sewa group but also provided
three days of comprehensive training.

Thistraining accelerated her idea and hope of
becocming an entrepreneur, as she alluringly
expressed, “After the training, I planned to
open a spall business. Today, I am eaming

Sewa for Sikkim
Amidst Disaster!

The recent flash flocds that wreaked havocin

Sikkirm has left an everlasting scar onits natives,

Sewa Internaticnal's disaster response team
was oh the ground since day one, assessing the
reeds of affected pecple. While simultanecusly
distributing relief materials in the worst-
affected areas. The team worked reund the
clock aleng withwelunteers, providing timely
support to the affected farmilies, Distributicn of
dry raticn, hygiene and sanitation kits,
rmedicines, and cther essential iterns was
cartied cut amidst the challenging weather
conditicns. Additicnally, more than 50 families
wiere providedwith househeld items in the
form of dry ration kits, aleng with building
rmaterials torebuild their hermes that were
washed away during the flocd,

Impact

* Househeld ltermms Rice Bag, Dal Bag, Qil, Gas
Stowve, Gas Cylinder & Rice Coolker

« Emergency ltems: First &id, Sanitary Fads, &
Blanket

* 50+ Affected families

« Women, infants and the elderly were given
pricrity

s Sccic-econommically disadvantaged
population from the worst affected areas
was reached
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thirotugh this business, apart from engaging in
sewring and embroidery work at the ‘Sewa Mahila
Jyoti® centre. The transformative support from
Sewa International has been instrumental in
shaping my current clrcumstances, and for this,
my heartfelt gratitede goes fo Sewa
International.”

Sewa Family wishes Sushrma Ji best endeawvors
for her future and comimits te continue
supporting merewomen like her im crder to
create a more enthusiast and empowered
wotd,




Leading towards an
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’

AL Sewa, cur enduring commitment to local
communities fecuses ch empowering the
wornen of Uttarakhand. we aim to transform
their skills intowviable income generating
strearms thus encouraging themto lead a path
of empowerment. We actively provide
continucus platforms, such as the FMEK Mela
in Uttarakhand, where wormen entreprensurs
can exhibit and sell their handmade products,
From crafting winter clethes and bags to
preparing freshly homemade pickles and
sguashes, therange of products is extensive.
The recent Sewa Mela witnessed an
ovenwhelming respense, with products
generating an impressive Rs 50,000 in sales.
Our approach achieves dual chjectives. Firstly,
we uplift lecal woren by enhancing their skills
through intensive training. Secendly, we
empower them financially by offering avenues
for showeasing and selling their products This
integrated strategy ensures a sustainakle and
meaningful impact enthe lives cf wormenin
thelUttaralkhand regicn.

From the Roots of
Kutch to the Heart of
Delhi

Gujarat neverdisappoints us when it comes to
handicrafts. wWhat makes it even more special is
that thepecple of Cujarat continue to carny this
cultural heritage from generaticn to generaticn
and never forget their rocts,

Sewa Internaticnal centinues to held cn tothe
thread with entreprenesurs whe have walked
with us since the Latur 2001 earthguake. From
entrepreneurship training to skill develcprient,
wie, 8t Sewa, also support them by giving them
3 platform to showcase their arts and crafts. The
recent Sewa Mela, crganized by Sewa
Internaticnal, encouraged women
entrepreneurs from Kutch to exhibit their
preducts during the Diwali festive seasen in
Mew Delhi The cutcome of the Sewa Mela was
a suceess, with products worth 33,500 being
soid.
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Asthey say, every journey becormes a chapterin
the grand story of celebraticn. Sirmilarly, Sewa
dlso strives to become that one chapter of
success inthese wormen's lives, which wiould
further provide them the confidence to excel in
their lves.




“Ghar Toota hai par
Umeed toh Abhi bhi
Kayam hai"...

The powerful &4 rmagnitude earthgquake
dealt a devastating blow to MNepal, leaving its
pecple inastate of urgent need. With ocwear
140 lives lest and many more injured, the
affected regicns have been deeply impacted,
with farmilies struggling for necessities such
asfood, cleanwater, medicine, and shelter.

In the face of this crisis, Sewa has been a
beacen of support, offering sclace and aid to 1“9“ 13“0
theosein distress. Our dedicated volunteers Elankets Distributed Cancpy

rmicwved swiftly to the affected areas,

delivering essential supplies including

groceries, blankets, and shelter to over 2,630 3["]1- 3']['1-
affected fami!ies. Threugh such acticns, cur Grocery Kits Distributed CiniibiasidaBlanids
violunteers bring relief Lo those suffering in to families Distributed

the afterrnath of the disaster.
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like Sk, Uday Mahurkar finformaticn

-
IntereStl ng Cormmissicher), Sh. Shyarm Parande (Secretany,
Announcement Sewa Internaticnal), Sh. Saumitra Gekhale

(Szoial Werker), Sh, Santosh Mishira (Formier

from Sewa fa milw |&5) alengside cther young Journalists.

The successful rmeet highlighted the brewing
and exhilarating conversicn, which explered
the power of showcasing positivity to reshape
theglchal percepticn of 'Bharat’ and the
irmportance of presenting 'Satya'inthe
marrative brought to the table.

Sewd family recently crganized an Annual
Media Meet' to bestow a forum of
Discussich, Dissent and Dialogue'with all
the rencwhed media perschnel, We were
extramely grateful te share cur stagewith
eminent perscnalities
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Sewa Sandesh, November 2023

Together, we've sketched stories of change,
etching hope into hearts. We want to express
our sincere gratitude for your continued support
and readership.
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