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       Pastor’s Corner   

Dear Red Oak Church and Friends, 

Thank you for the kind and thoughtful expressions of support, as I share the joy of being 
reappointed as pastor to serve Red Oak for another year. It is a true blessing to continue this 
journey of faith, growth, and service alongside our congregation. I solicit your continued 
prayers, partnership, and the ways you embody Christ’s love in our community. I look 
forward with hope and anticipation to all that God will do in and through us in the coming 
year, as we move forward in ministry together.
 
With a thankful heart,
Pastor K

                                                 Believer’s Baptism Invitation

If you’ve professed faith in Jesus Christ but haven’t yet been baptized, we invite you to take 
this next step on Sunday, July 20, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. To register or learn more, contact the 
church office at 770.474.8863. We’d be honored to walk with you on this powerful journey of  
faith.

📚 Join the Back Pack Builders & Girl’s Mentoring Team!

Make a difference at Smith-Barnes Elementary this 2025 -2026 school year by joining our 
outreach team. Whether you're passionate about education, mentorship, or simply showing 
Christ’s love, your presence can plant seeds of hope.

Interested? Contact Pastor K for details. Let’s be the church—right where it’s needed most.

📅 Save the Date: August 22–24, 2025

It’s a Family Reunion!

Celebrate faith, fellowship, and community at our annual Family & Friends Day weekend. 
Come ready for worship, connection, and joyful reunion—we can’t wait to see you there!



 The North Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church is a yearly gathering where clergy and lay representatives 
from across the conference come together to worship, make 
decisions, and celebrate ministry. It serves as both a time of spiritual 
renewal and a space for shaping the future of the church’s work in 
the region. 

The conference convened in Athens, Georgia, June 12-14, 2025 under 
the theme “Come, FollowMe,” inspired by Matthew 4:19–20. Notable 
highlights included the celebration of Camp Glisson’s 100th 
anniversary, increased youth participation with 70 youth delegates, 
and the adoption of two impactful resolutions—one on immigration 
and another on justice for people with disabilities. Financially, the 
2026 budget was approved with a 5% reduction, reflecting strong 
fiscal stewardship as churches paid nearly 93% of apportionments in 
2024. 

The conference also introduced a new LGBTQ Advocacy 
Representative role and launched a task force to examine clergy 
salary equity. Through worship, legislation, and recognition of 
leadership transitions, the 2025 Annual Conference emphasized 
inclusion, innovation, and faithful discipleship. If you are desirous of 
retrieving the entire Annual Conference report, visit the official 
NGUMC website for your information.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NORTH GEORGIA
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025

Pastor’s Corner continued…



Praise Yahweh! We’ve made it through more than half of 2025. 
In a world that constantly shifts, we must remember: God is in 
control of time, of history, of us. Though we measure time with 
clocks and calendars, God transcends them all. As Christians, and 
especially as United Methodists, we follow the liturgical calendar 
to anchor our lives in the story of Jesus Christ. Seasons like 
Advent remind us of His first coming and prepare us for His 
return. 

The Monday after Pentecost marks the beginning of the second 
stretch of Ordinary Time—the longest season of the church year, 
running until Advent. Though the word “ordinary” may suggest 
something dull or insignificant, in the Christian calendar, it’s 
anything but. This season invites us to grow in faith, reflect on 
Jesus’ teachings, and live out our discipleship in the rhythms of 
daily life. Ordinary Time spans two periods: from the Baptism of 
the Lord in January to the start of Lent, and from Pentecost to the 
start of Advent. The name comes from the Latin ordinalis, 
meaning “numbered”—as in the Second, Third, or Twentieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. These numbered days are sacred 
opportunities for steady spiritual growth.

Pastor’s Corner



       Pastor’s Corner
When we think of Jesus, we often picture the miraculous—walking on 
water, raising the dead, feeding thousands. But just as powerful is the 
truth that Jesus embraced the ordinary. Born in a small town, raised 
in a humble home, He worked with His hands, grew tired, wept, 
celebrated, and walked dusty roads. Isaiah 53:2 reminds us, “He had 
no beauty or majesty to attract us to him.” He came not with crowns 
and armies, but with calloused hands and a heart big enough for the 
world. Yet in His ordinariness, He was extraordinary. He spoke with 
divine authority, loved with unmatched purity, forgave freely, and 
served selflessly. The One born in a stable now reigns at the right 
hand of the Father.

This is the mystery of our Savior: fully human, fully divine. He entered 
our everyday to invite us into eternity. So as we commute, cook, work, 
care, and pray, let’s remember—Jesus is there too. In the mundane, 
He moves. In the simple, He speaks. Our ordinary days become holy 
ground when we walk them with Him. We are not regular. The King of 
the universe calls us. Let praise be ever on our lips and gratitude in 
our hearts—for we serve no ordinary God, but an extraordinary 
Jehovah.

Thanks be to God!

Amber C. Pendleton-Strayhorn



Children’s Ministry – Pastor Keean Sutton

Children’s Church will resume August 3, 2025. 

Children’s Sunday School (“Surge Kids”) will  commence the second Sunday 
of  the month beginning: August 10, 2025 9:15 am to 9:45 am

For additional information, please contact the Youth Ministry



** Join Our Mission: Serve and Make a Difference. **

We are extending an invitation for you to serve the various ministries 
of Red Oak UMC for 2026. 

 
We are excited to announce a wonderful opportunity for you to serve our community 
church and grow in faith. As we continue our mission to spread love, hope, and 
compassion, we are seeking dedicated individuals to join our ministry in various roles. 
If you have a passion for administration, communications, music, or outreach, there is 
a place for you to share your unique gifts and talents in the following areas:

•Sunday School Teachers inspire and nurture the faith of our youngest members.
•Worship Team Members: Share your musical talents and lead our congregation in 
worship.

•Outreach Volunteers: Make a difference in our local community through service 
projects and outreach programs.

•Office  Assistants: Support the day-to-day operations of our church with your 
organizational skills.

•Serve on administrative teams that actively oversee managing church assets, human 
resources, financial planning, and leadership selection to ensure the church's mission 
and operations are effectively supported and sustained.

If you feel called to serve, please reach out to Shawni Felder at 267.600.1461 or 
shawniquef@gmail.com. We look forward to welcoming you as we grow in faith and 
serve together.

Thank you for your commitment to our church and community. Your service helps us 
share Christ’s love and transform lives.

Blessings, 

The New Development Leadership Team

We welcome you! ROUMC is the place to be!



The NLD Committee would like for you to Get Involved at 
Red Oak UMC!

We’re excited to invite individuals who are interested in serving and making a 
difference to consider joining one of our amazing ministries! Opportunities are 
available in the following areas:

● Staff-Parish Relations Committee
● Communications
● Finance
● Nominations, Leadership & Development
● Board of Trustees
● Missions & Outreach

You are warmly invited to attend our Sip, Paint, and Discover Your 
Purpose event on Saturday, August 9th, to learn more and connect with 
others.

Can’t make it to the event? No problem! Feel free to reach out to Shawni at 
267-600-1461 for more information on how to get involved.

We’d love to have you on board as we continue to grow 
and serve together!





💒 A Call to Faithful Giving

Your generosity fuels our mission, strengthens our ministry, and extends the love of 
Christ to those in need. When you give, you don’t just support a building—you invest in 
transformation, healing, and hope.

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your 
barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new 

wine…Proverbs 3:9-10

Stay motivated by continuing a pathway to give in the following ways:
 

● ONLINE and/or TEXT GIVING redoakumcstockbridge.org
● US MAIL (3894 Walt Stephens Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281)
● DROP it in the REPOSITORY box in the narthex after 10:00 am service
● DROP BOX outside of the Family Life Center (FLC) – This is a secured deposit 

drop box available 24/7 located to the left of the main entrance into the FLC. 
Please fold your tithing envelope in half before placing it in the deposit drop box. 
Contact the church office with questions at 770.474.8863. 

·

· Red Oak Membership Ministry
· Have you updated your contact information? We’re excited to announce that 

there is an option available for Red Oak members to submit information (name, 
address, phone number, etc.) to your Membership team! You may now update 
your information online!!! Just click on the link below to complete the form. You 
will continue to have the option to complete a hard copy with this same 
information if you prefer. The Membership team is working hard to ensure that 
our records are current and accurate. It is important that you complete the 
membership form even if your information has not changed to ensure that it 
matches with what we have on file. Thank you for helping us with this task.

· Jeri Cale - Membership Team Leader

Tithes & Offerings





Our celebration begins Saturday, July 26th with our Fellowship 
event from 5pm -9pm

in our Family Life Center.
This year’s theme is “Red Oak Seasoned Saints Cruise Line” 

We’ll have plenty of food, fun, dancing 
and a little something extra!

Dress in your favorite cruise attire!

Older Adult Worship Service
Sunday July 27, 10:00am. 

Our theme for this service is 
“God’s Goodness Through the Generations”

and our Scripture comes from Psalm 27:13.
Guest Speaker

Elder Jannette W. McIntyre, Charter Member
New Beginnings Full Gospel Baptist Church

Decatur, GA

If you’re 50 years old or older, you’re invited to participate! You’re also 
invited to sing in the Older Adult choir. Choir rehearsals are Thursday, July 

24, at 7:00pm and Saturday, July 26, at 10:00am. You don’t have to be a 
member of Red Oak UMC to participate. Also, we’re asking adults 50 years 

old and older to wear white to our Sunday worship celebration on July 27th. 

Older Adult Ministry 
Fellowship Weekend







Community Engagement Events – July 2025 Get 

Involved, Be the Light, Make a Difference This July, our church’s Community 
Engagement Ministry is joining forces with local organizations to bring hope, 
healing, and restoration to our neighbors. Mark your calendars and prayerfully 

consider how you can serve and be part of  the movement.

📅Tuesday, July 15 – Georgia Justice Project Volunteer Training Join us for a 
virtual volunteer training hosted by the Georgia Justice Project. Learn how to 

share critical information about Misdemeanor Criminal Records Restriction and 
Expungement. This training will equip you to serve at our upcoming Fresh Start 

events. Tuesday, July 15 at 6:30 PM📍 Online via Microsoft Teams. If  you're 
ready to be a voice for justice and restoration, please contact Pastor Maestro at 

drjuly4@yahoo.com.

📅 Saturday, July 19 – Fresh Start Records Restriction Registration Event. In 
partnership with Henry County Officials and the Georgia Justice Project, we 

will host a Records Restriction Registration Event right here at the church. The 
first 50 eligible participants will be assisted in applying for misdemeanor record 

restriction. Criminal history information will be provided.

mailto:drjuly4@yahoo.com


Community Engagement Events – Continued 

🕘 Saturday, July 19 | 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM📍 Church Fellowship Hall This is 
an incredible opportunity to help individuals move forward in life without 

barriers. Results will be shared at the Fresh Start Town Hall on September 27.

📅 Saturday, July 26 – Henry County District 2 Clean Up Day Let’s show the 
love of  Christ through service! Join us as we participate in District 2’s Clean Up 

Day, helping to beautify our community and show we care.

🕗 Saturday, July 26 | 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM📍 Location details to be 
announced. If  you would like to volunteer, please contact Pastor Maestro at 

drjuly4@yahoo.com.📌 Community service hours will be available for students. 
Let’s come together and make a lasting impact. 

These events are more than dates on a calendar — they’re opportunities to live 
out our faith in action.“Let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” — Matthew 5:16



              MINISTRY UPDATES
 

Red Oak United Methodist Men
The Red Oak United Methodist Men (UMM) will have their annual 
Male Chorus Concert on Saturday, July 12th, 6pm - 8pm at Red Oak. 
Many of our local churches will be participating in this spirit-filled 
concert. The UMM Men’s Day program is Sunday, July 13th at our 
10:00am service. Our very own Rev. Marshall Williams will be the 
preacher for this service. All are invited and encouraged to join our 
UMM in their weekend celebration.

  Community Engagement Ministry
July 19, 2025 - Community Engagement Ministry will sponsor 

Expungement Clinic Part 1 here at Red Oak UMC. 
More information is forthcoming.

NLD -Shawin Felder Co. Chair
NLD will host a paint and Sip 

Red Oak FLC Saturday August 9, 2025
12:30 pm -2:30pm

Red Oak UMC Homecoming
August 24 is our Homecoming Celebration.

Stay tuned for more information on this tradition of 
reconnecting with former members as well as connecting 

with new members



              MINISTRY UPDATES
 

Red Oak’s Communications Team

Are you creative, committed, and passionate about helping to share God’s 

work through various forms of media? 

Do you enjoy writing, designing, using social media, or working technical 

equipment to inspire and inform? 

We’re looking for volunteers to join our Communications Ministry 

Team—a group of joyful messengers dedicated to keeping our church family 

connected and encouraged. No experience needed—just a heart to serve and 

a willingness to learn! 

Will you join us? Come and help us elevate God's message through media! 

Please contact Veneschia Bryant at veneschiabryant@yahoo.com to express 

an interest today.

Dr. Veneschia Bryant - Committee Chair

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act, but a habit ... Aristotle



              MINISTRY UPDATES
 

Trustees Updates

🎉✨ SAVE THE DATE! ✨🎉
 Father/Daughter Dance – September 6, 2025 @ 5 PM

Get your dancing shoes ready! 💃🕺
 We’re thrilled to announce that this year’s Father/Daughter Dance will take 
place on Saturday, September 6th at 5:00 PM—mark your calendars!

📍The newly refreshed Driveway—yes, you heard right! The concrete is out, and 
real glass is in. And that’s not all—our stained glass windows have been 
beautifully restored and are now shining as bright as ever. It's the perfect 
backdrop for an unforgettable evening of laughter, twirls, and cherished 
memories.

💡 What’s Next?
 We’re not done yet! Up next: the installation of a brand-new Digital Marquee 
to keep our community updated and informed in style.

Stay tuned for more updates, and as always, thank you for being part of the 
magic. 



              MINISTRY UPDATES
 

SPRC Updates

SPRC Bi-Monthly Meeting – Save the Date

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will hold its bi-monthly meeting on:
 📅 Wednesday, August 13, 2025
 🕕 6:00 PM
 📍Onsite @ the Church

This meeting is for committee members only. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.



Ministry Partnership Update

On the 2nd Tuesday of each month, a group of dedicated Red Oak members 

representing Evangelism, Mission, Outreach, and Finance visits the Jonesboro 

Rehabilitation & Nursing Home to minister to the residents through music, prayer, and 

devotional encouragement.  This has been an on-going, successful project for many 

years now and the team has never missed a month.  

The residents enthusiastically look forward to the visit each month as the homily is 

given by different members including Rev. Renea Slater, Rev. Wilbur Brown, Min. Gary 

Williams, Min. Larry Brock, Bro. Charles Weems, and Sis. Malinda Brown. 

Occasionally, other groups and invited guests have partnered with us to expand the 

reach of our ministry and make the visit even more rewarding. 



Ministry Partnership Update (continued)

We have been blessed to share this opportunity with others from the Frank Bailey Sr. 

Center, the Stockbridge Food Pantry, and New Piney Grove Baptist Church.  Most 

recently, Ms. Kimberly Grant, Principal of Mt. Zion High School, gave the homily and 

our own, Mr. Anthron Brocks, played piano.  After every visit, we leave the residents 

with a small gift of appreciation (courtesy of Red Oak Finance) for the opportunity to 

share with them.

Any member desiring to become a part of this ministry should contact Sis. Lurleen 

Gourdine or Bro. Charles Weems.



💒 Membership Ministry Update
“So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” 

— Romans 12:5
The Membership Ministry Team has been active and prayerful in continuing 
to strengthen our church family. We’re excited to share a few recent highlights 

with you:

 New Team Members

This month, we are blessed to welcome Felicia Edmonds and Marcus Brocks to the 
Membership Ministry Team. Their gifts and hearts for people will surely enrich our 
outreach and fellowship efforts. Be sure to say hello and show them the love and 

warmth our church is known for!

Our team gathered on June 12th for a thoughtful discussion around the book “What 
Do We Do About Members Who Won’t Attend?” It sparked meaningful dialogue about how 
we can reconnect with those who may have drifted away and find fresh ways to engage 

both longtime members and newcomers.
Our focus moving forward will be:

•Keeping a watchful and loving eye out for members we haven’t seen in a while.
•Exploring new methods to reach and welcome back those who may feel disconnected.
•Enhancing follow-up efforts for new members so no one feels alone.
We are committed to ensuring that every member feels seen, valued, and spiritually 
supported. Your prayers and encouragement are appreciated as we continue this 
important work.

With love and service,
Jeraldine Cale
Membership Ministry Team Lead



January -canned vegetables

February - Canned fruit 

March – Protein – peanut butter or tuna 

April- Household cleaning supplies – Lysol, Ajax

May – Grains and Pasta – bags of rice or boxes of spaghetti 

June – Cereals and oatmeal

July – oils and condiments (salad dressings, jelly, honey) 

August – Baby food, nonfat dry milk or canned milk 

September – Household goods toilet paper, detergent, paper towels

October – mashed potato, pancake mix boxed grains

November – canned soups 

December – dried fruits and trail mixes, applesauce 

Our food pantry has been a tremendous support to 
those in need from our community. We ask that you 
continue to support our efforts to maintain and 
supply the items listed below on a monthly basis. We 
appreciate everyone that has contributed in the past 
and express gratitude in advance for your future 
contributions. 
Thank You!
Red Oak UWIF Ministry

UWIF Food Pantry



Christian Education continues to be a vital part of our 
church community, offering opportunities for 
growth, learning, and support in our spiritual 
journeys. Stay tuned for more updates, and we look 
forward to engaging with you in these upcoming 
events!

Small Group Bible Study
Sundays Mornings  8:45 am – 9:45 am

Family Life Center

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
7:00pm-8:00pm

Via Conference Call

 If you're interested in getting involved or 
learning more, please reach out to Rev. Wilmer 
Brown or Rev. Renae Slater.

Red Oak United Methodist Church
Christian Education Ministry



(1.). 
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78113094080?pwd=U0NzL3Z
pRkpwekNBdVVmcmRhN1hVQT09

Meeting ID: 781 1309 4080
Passcode: 1zcMbV

(2.)
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71520736207?pwd=NXNTejB
IREJpVFFyTjF1NkhwTHVlQT09

Meeting ID: 715 2073 6207
Passcode: dq5pm4

Ladies 
Evening Bible Study

Facilitated by: 
Rev. Renea Slater 

Wednesday’s 7pm to 8:15pm 

Available by Zoom or Teleconference.
602-610-2084 (653507) Passcode

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78113094080?pwd=U0NzL3ZpRkpwekNBdVVmcmRhN1hVQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78113094080?pwd=U0NzL3ZpRkpwekNBdVVmcmRhN1hVQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71520736207?pwd=NXNTejBIREJpVFFyTjF1NkhwTHVlQT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71520736207?pwd=NXNTejBIREJpVFFyTjF1NkhwTHVlQT09










 Older Adult
 Ice Cream Sundae Sunday

 UWIF / Prison Ministry 



Regularly Scheduled Meetings
 

Adult Sunday School 

Family Life Center
Sundays

8:45am – 9:45am
 

Children & Youth 
Worship Service

Every First & Second Sunday
10:00am Family Life Center

Finance/Usher  meeting

Weekly
Every Thursday

(Via Conference Call)

Fasting & Prayer  
Every Wednesday 

6:00pm-6:30pm
Bible Study

7:00pm-8:00pm
(Via Conference Call)

UMM 
United Methodist Men 
Every Second Saturday 

Family Life Center 
10:00 a.m. 



Feeding the Hungry 
Line Dance Class

(bring a canned good) 
Every 2nd Saturday 

11:30am - 12:30 PM
Family Life Center

Regularly Scheduled Meetings
 

Every Monday
6:30 a.m.

Corporate Prayer
(via Conference Call)

Every Thursday
Thanksgiving Chat Session

12:12 pm
(Via Conference Call)

Bi-Monthly
Every Other Second 

Saturday
UWIF Meeting 10:00am

Family Life Center
Next Meeting August 2025

Bi-Monthly
Administrative Council Mtg. 

Family Life Center
6:30pm

Next Meeting July 2025



Regularly Scheduled Meetings
 

UWIF Meeting
United Women in Faith

Every Other Second Saturday
Bi- Monthly 

10:00am
Family Life Center 10:00 a.m. 

Next Meeting August 9th

Administrative Council Mtg .
Bi Monthly  

Family Life Center
6:30pm

Next Meeting July 2025

Devotion Service 
Monthly

Every Second Tuesday
Jonesboro Nursing & Rehab Ctr.

11:00am
All are invited

Older Adult Meeting
Bi-Monthly

Monday 6:30pm
Family Life Center

Children’s Bible 
Study
Weekly

Every Second Sunday 
beginning August



Calendar 2025
 



Calendar August 2025
 



Prayers for Restoration and Healing

Cora Anderson
Vidal Godwin

Eloise Gresham
Berta Lemon

Timothy McClendonII
Janene Oliviere
Joan Robinson

Charlie Scrandrett
Mary Sue Norwood Scrandrett

Virginia Scandrett
Joseph Simmons

Rufus Weems
Michelle White

 

How precious is Your loving kindness, O God! Therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your 

wings. Psalm 36:7 

HOMEBOUND

Rehabilitation Centers/Nursing Care Facilities
Garth Rennis

CONDOLENCES
Please join us in extending our sincere condolences to Thad and 

Sandra Anderson and their family in the passing of Thad’s 
father, Mr. Bobby L. Anderson of Jeffersonville, GA.  Please 

keep Thad and his family in your prayers during this difficult 
time.

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
Psalm 147:3

Red Oak UMC



Red Oak Classified ADS

Are you ready for your next Par-Tay????
Book Chunky Monkey 

Productions
For a 360 photo booth. Lots of fun for all ages!

Contact Lizzy for pricing and details 
(215-880-6226



Digital (Mobile) Photographer and Videographer
 available for your next event! 

Proms photoshoot
   Wedding photoshoot

         Professional Headshots
Brand Photoshoot

           Real Estate Photography
      Birthday Celebrations

Contact ElijahJohn * IG: @ejmwphotos * 267 438 1020



Cherish All God's Children, 
Inc.

  Therapeutic Foster/Respite 
Program

Joetta Jones, MBA.,BSBM
Chief Executive Officer

Executive Director
joettajones@cherishallchildren.net

Dianne Brocks  
Chief Operating Officer

diannebrocks@cherishall
children.net

Catherine Moody, MSW
Case Manager Supervisor

Administrator
catherinemoody@cherishallch

ildren.net

1590 Adamson Parkway, S# 270
Morrow, Ga. 30260 Office: 770-703-1947

Website:cherishallgodschildren.info



Tae-Kwon-Do Classes 

Red Oak UMC Family Life Center
3894 Walt Stephens Rd.
Stockbridge Ga. 30281

Thursday 7:00pm-7:45pm
Instructor  James Hagan 

For Additional Information
Contact James Hagan

678-548-7594

Red Oak Classified ADS



Thank you for reading this edition of our 
newsletter!

 If you have any questions, concerns, updates, 
corrections, or would like to collaborate, we’d 

love to hear from you.

📧 Please email us at: redoaknewscrew@gmail.com

Let’s stay connected—your voice and assistance helps 
make our church and community stronger!

mailto:redoaknewscrew@gmail.com

