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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year 

FINANCE IN ACTION

TASK	 		

The Murphy household consists of two parents and three children. They are currently expecting 
their fourth child, due in 6 months and need to purchase a vehicle with room to fit at least six peo-
ple. 

They have a combined annual income of €48,000 and their expenditure in expected to be €3,600 
per month. They have savings of €5,000 and they try to save €400 every month. The vehicle they 
want to purchase costs €25,000. 

As a group you are required to research different sources of finance for the Murphy household 
which will allow them to purchase the car before their new baby arrives.

FEATURES OF QUALITY FOR CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT 1

See Junior Cycle Business Studies:
Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments and Assessment Task 

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/db49a6b8-0cf8-446f-bc28-b382d37cb53d/AssessmentGL_BS_2018_EN.pdf


Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

EVIDENCE: PROJECT

FEATURES OF QUALITY

FOQ 1: The students use a 
highly effective research meth-
od to collect the data (a range 
of reliable and appropriate 
websites for regulated financial 
institutions ) and 
demonstrate a high level of 
analysis of the findings

FOQ 2: The students evaluation 
of the collective research was of 
very good quality.

FOQ 3: The action plan is 
completed to a high standard. 
It demonstrates initiative and 
financial understanding and is 
based on realistic figures

FOQ 4: The project is com-
plete and presented very well 
although there is some scope 
for improvement
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

RESEARCH: STUDENT A 

FOQ 1: It could be improved by 
noting the interest rates for the 
different financial options



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 2: The student demon-
strates a consideration of the 
credibility of the sources of 
information

FOQ 2: This student compared 
their loan option with the other 
options and concluded correctly 
that their’s was the best option



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

REFLECTION: STUDENT A

FOQ 5: The individual reflection 
demonstrates how the student 
fully engaged with all stages of 
the project
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FOQ 5: The student reflects 
well on the challenges of group 
work
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RESEARCH: STUDENT B 



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 2: The student could 
improve by considering more 
fully the reliability of the 
sources of information. 

FOQ 1: The student uses an 
efective research method to 
collect the data, although the 
analysis of the findings lacks 
depth. The student could have 
provided examples of the 
potential cost of PCP for the 
new car.
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REFLECTION: STUDENT CREFLECTION: STUDENT B

FOQ 5: The individual reflection 
provides some evidence of how 
the student engaged at some 
stages of the project.



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 3: The student did not 
participate in the action plan in 
any way.

FOQ 4: Although the project is 
complete and is presented in a 
clear manner it is evident that 
this student didn’t contribute as 
much to the presentation of the 
project as the other students.

FOQ 5: The student reflection 
identifies a challenge which 
they encountered but the re-
flection is limited.



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year	

STUDENT A: 

STUDENT B: 

OVERALL JUDGEMENT		   IN LINE WITH EXPECTATIONS 

Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet 

OVERALL JUDGEMENT

OVERALL JUDGEMENT		   ABOVE EXPECTATIONS 
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year 

STRAND: OUR ECONOMY  - ECONOMICS IN ACTION

TASK	 		

Research on the benefits and challenges of membership of the EU for Ireland.

FEATURES OF QUALITY FOR CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT 1

See Junior Cycle Business Studies:
Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments and Assessment Task 

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/db49a6b8-0cf8-446f-bc28-b382d37cb53d/AssessmentGL_BS_2018_EN.pdf


Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

EVIDENCE: PROJECT

FEATURES OF QUALITY

FOQ 1: The students used 
both desk and field research 
methods very effectively 
and the research is 
thorough.

FOQ 3: The action plan is of 
high quality. However, the 
students could improve by 
considering the action plan 
from more perspectives.

FOQ 4: The project is 
comprehensive and visually 
appealing. It could be im-
proved by re-ordering some 
information so the sequence 
flows more easily.

SCROLL DOWN TO SEE IMAGES OF THE PROJECT IN MORE DETAIL
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EVIDENCE: PROJECT
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EVIDENCE: PROJECT
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EVIDENCE: PROJECT
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EVIDENCE: PROJECT



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

RESEARCH: STUDENT A 

FOQ 1: The student could 
improve by being clearer about 
the link between the research 
undertaken by the student and 
the project’s objective

FOQ 1: The student could 
improve by showing clearly the 
link between the purpose of the 
research (see 1.1) and the sum-
mary of the findings (see 1.4)



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 2: The student could 
improve by more fully contrib-
uting to the collective findings 
of the group and collective 
analysis of these findings.
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REFLECTION: STUDENT A



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 5: The student could 
improve by reflecting more fully 
on the advantages and 
challenges of group work



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year	

STUDENT A: 

Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet 

OVERALL JUDGEMENT

OVERALL JUDGEMENT		   IN LINE WITH EXPECTATIONS
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year 

ENTERPRISE IN ACTION 

STUDENT TASK

Cadbury Golden Cups

Cadbury are looking to increase their product offering. 
They have asked your team to research and develop a product that they could potentially bring to market.

FEATURES OF QUALITY FOR CLASSROOM-BASED ASSESSMENT 1

See Junior Cycle Business Studies:
Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments and Assessment Task 

EVIDENCE

Powerpoint

Click here to view the entire Powerpoint with annotations and feedback related to the Features of Quality.

https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/db49a6b8-0cf8-446f-bc28-b382d37cb53d/AssessmentGL_BS_0119_EN.pdf


Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

EVIDENCE: PROTOTYPE

FOQ 4: The prototype is of excellent quality. 
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 3: The action plan 

demonstrates ambition 

and creativity and is based 

on a sound, evidence-

based judgement of all the 

information available to 

the student. It is completed 

to a very high standard. 

The information from 

the students’ primary & 

secondary research follows 

through to decisions made 

in the action plan.  



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 4: The project is 

complete and presented 

in a clear and organised 

manner, with some scope 

for improvement. This 

could be improved by 

giving a clear conclusion 

and recommendations on 

how the project can be 

improved, what went well/

didn’t go well.  
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 2: The evaluation 

of the collective research 

findings is of very good 

quality demonstrating 

some consideration of 

other points of view. 
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RESEARCH: STUDENT A 

FOQ 1: The student uses 

a highly effective research 

method to collect data 

and demonstrates a high 

level of analysis of his data 

findings. A survey was used 

as primary research and desk 

research was carried out 

online.  Detailed analysis was 

presented in his research 

template. To improve the 

student could be clearer on 

how he knows that ‘smart 

insights’ is a trusted website. 

Did he confirm the information 

found on the website? 
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

REFLECTION: STUDENT A

FOQ 5: The individual Student 

Reflection demonstrates how 

the student engaged in all stages 

of the project. To improve, the 

student could be more explicit on 

the work he completed as part 

of the action plan. It presents 

some reflection on his experience 

of group work. To improve the 

student could highlight how 

he overcame the challenges/

difficulties highlighted in his 

student reflection. 

REFLECTION: STUDENT A 



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

RESEARCH: STUDENT B 

FOQ 1: The student uses 

a highly effective research 

method to collect data 

and demonstrates a high 

level of analysis of his data 

findings. A survey was used 

as primary research and desk 

research was carried out 

online.  Detailed analysis was 

presented in his research 

template. 
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

REFLECTION: STUDENT B

FOQ 5: The individual Student 

Reflection demonstrates how 

the student engaged fully in 

all stages of the project. To 

improve, the student could 

be more explicit on the work 

he completed as part of the 

action plan. It presents some 

reflection on his experience 

of group work. To improve the 

student could highlight how 

he overcame the challenges/

difficulties highlighted in his 

student reflection.  
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

RESEARCH: STUDENT C 

FOQ 1: The student uses an 

effective research method to 

collect data and demonstrates a 

good analysis of the data findings. 

A survey was used as primary 

research and desk research was 

carried out online.  To improve 

she could have included factual 

percentages of the findings and 

included information on her 

secondary research. 
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REFLECTION: STUDENT C



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 5: The individual 

Student Reflection provides 

some evidence of how the 

student engaged at some 

stages of the project. To 

improve the student could 

highlight how they engaged 

with the action plan (1.3c 

and 1.3d are repeated word 

for word). 



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

RESEARCH: STUDENT D 

FOQ 1: The student uses 

an acceptable research 

method to collect data 

although the analysis of the 

data findings lacks depth. 

The student could improve 

by including why he chose 

his method of secondary 

research (1.2). For 1.4 he 

could have included factual 

percentages of the findings 

and included information 

on his secondary research. 

The student could also 

have included more detail 

on how his specific findings 

will affect the teams action 

plan (1.7). 

SineadTuohy
Text Box
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Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

REFLECTION: STUDENT D 

FOQ 5: The individual 

Student Reflection provides 

some evidence of how 

the student engaged at 

some stages of the project. 

To improve the student 

could have been clearer 

on how he fully engages in 

developing the action plan 

and the area of ‘place’.



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year

FOQ 5: The Reflections 

on his experience of 

group work are limited. 

To improve, the student 

should discuss in more 

detail the difficulties or 

challenges of working on 

this group project and how 

he overcame them.   



Junior Cycle Business Studies – Second Year	

STUDENT A: 

OVERALL  JUDGEMENT 		             	Above expectations	

STUDENT B: 

OVERALL  JUDGEMENT 			   Above expectations		

STUDENT C: 

OVERALL  JUDGEMENT 			   In line with expectations

STUDENT D: 

OVERALL  JUDGEMENT 			   In line with expectations

		   

	

Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet 

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT  
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