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Olive Ridley Sea Turtles 

 

Species in News 

 Olive Ridley sea turtle 
 IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

 Listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972. 

 Known for mass nesting (Arribada). 

Key Finding (2026 Study) 

 Nesting-site fidelity confirmed through 

radio/satellite tagging. 

o Meaning: Turtles return to the same 
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beach where they were born to lay 

eggs. 

 Provides early scientific evidence along 

Chennai coast. 

Telemetry Study – Tamil Nadu (2026) 

 Launched: January 2026 

 Location: Besant Nagar Turtle Hatchery, 

Chennai 
 Conducted by: 

o Wildlife Institute of India (WII) 

o Advanced Institute for Wildlife 

Conservation 
 Method Used: 

o Flipper tagging 

o Satellite telemetry 

 Purpose: 

o Track migratory routes 

o Identify feeding habitats in Bay of 

Bengal 

Conservation Efforts – Tamil Nadu 

 Implemented by: Tamil Nadu Forest 

Department 
 49 turtle hatcheries across 10 coastal 

districts 
 Current Season Data: 

o 1,150 nests protected 

o 1,35,304 eggs secured 

o 477 hatchlings released safely 

o 680 turtle mortalities recorded 
 Highest: Chennai Wildlife 

Division 
 Followed by: Chengalpattu 

Causes of Mortality  

 Trawl fishing & fishing nets 

 Coastal pollution 

 Habitat disturbance 

 Boat strikes 

 Important Terms  

 Telemetry – Use of remote tracking devices. 

 Flipper Tagging – Identification through 

tagging turtle fins. 
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 Arribada – Mass nesting phenomenon. 

Bay of Bengal Significance 

 Important feeding & migratory corridor. 

 Eastern coast nesting zones include: 

o Tamil Nadu 

o Odisha 

o Andhra Pradesh 

       :             
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Revision of Jupiter’s Size 

Planet in News 
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 Jupiter 
 Largest planet in the Solar System. 

 Gas Giant (mainly Hydrogen & Helium). 

Latest Findings (2026 Revision) 

Feature New Measurement 
Change from 

Earlier 

Equatorial 

Diameter 

88,841 miles 

(142,976 km) 

~5 miles 

smaller 

Polar 

Diameter 

83,067 miles 

(133,684 km) 

~15 miles 

smaller 

Important Observation 

 Jupiter is ~7% wider at the equator than at 

the poles. 

 Reason: Rapid rotation 

o Causes Equatorial Bulge 

o Leads to an Oblate Spheroid shape 

This is a common Prelims concept: 

Fast rotating planets show greater equatorial bulging. 

Space Mission Involved 

 Juno 
 Launched by: NASA 

 Orbiting Jupiter since: 2016 

 Purpose: 

o Study Jupiter’s structure 

o Magnetic field 

o Gravitational field 

o Internal composition 

Conceptual Points  
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 Oblate Spheroid → Flattened at poles, 

bulged at equator. 

 Jupiter has: 

o Shortest day among planets (~10 

hours) 

o Strong magnetic field 

o Faint ring system 

             

              (Magnetic Field) 

     

            (Gravitational Field) 
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Takeshima – Dokdo Island 

Dispute  

 

Disputed Territory 

 Known as: 

o Takeshima (Japan) 

o Dokdo (South Korea) 

 Located in: 

o Sea of Japan (term used by Japan) 
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o East Sea (term used by South Korea) 

Geographic Features 

 Consists of: 

o Two main islets: 

 Dongdo 

 Seodo 
o Several smaller rocks 

 Situated roughly midway between: 

o Japan 

o South Korea 

Strategic & Economic Importance 

 Rich fishing grounds 

 Believed to contain: 

o Gas hydrates (future energy 

resource) 

 Important for: 

o Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

o Maritime rights 

• Japan        South Korea     

                   

                      

Strategy                  
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          Gas Hydrates          
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Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 

2026 

 

What is the Proposal? 

 The Union Cabinet has approved renaming 

Kerala as “Keralam.” 

 Based on a unanimous resolution passed by 

the Kerala Legislative Assembly. 

Constitutional Provision Involved 

Article 3 – Constitution of India 

      (             ) 

      , 2026 
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Constitution of India 
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 Empowers Parliament to: 

o Form a new State 

o Alter boundaries 

o Increase or decrease area 

o Change the name of a State 

Procedure Under Article 3 

1. Bill can be introduced only with the 

President’s recommendation. 

2. President refers the Bill to the concerned 

State Legislature for its views. 

3. State Legislature must express views within 

the specified time. 

4. Parliament is not bound by the State’s 

opinion. 

5. Simple majority in Parliament is sufficient. 

Important: Constitutional Amendment is NOT 

required (Simple majority law is enough). 

Current Status (2026) 

 Union Cabinet approval given. 

 The President of India will refer the Bill to 

the Kerala Legislature. 

 After receiving the views, the Bill will be 

introduced in Parliament. 

Important Exam Points 

 Article 3 → Ordinary Law, not Constitutional 

Amendment. 

 State’s consent → Not mandatory (only 

views are sought). 

 Parliament has ultimate authority. 

Previous Examples of Name Changes  

Old Name New Name Year 

Orissa Odisha 2011 

Uttaranchal Uttarakhand 2007 

Pondicherry Puducherry 2006 
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HRH Strategy 

 

What is HRH? 

 HRH = Human Resources for Health 

 Refers to: 

o Doctors 

o Nurses 

o Paramedical staff 

o Public health professionals 

o Health administrators 

Objective of HRH Strategy 

The strategy aims to identify and address gaps in: 

1. Recruitment – Shortage of healthcare 

personnel 

2. Capacity Building – Training & skill 

development 

3. Workforce Distribution – Urban–rural 

imbalance 

4. Retention – Preventing migration/attrition 

 Focus: Strengthening public health facilities. 

Role of the Steering Committee 

 Provides overall policy guidance 

 Ensures inter-departmental coordination 

 Key Departments involved: 
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o Finance 

o Education 

o Labour Welfare 

o Skills Development 

o Law 

Why HRH Strategy is Important? 

 Addresses doctor–population ratio 

 Improves rural healthcare delivery 

 Supports: 

o Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 

o Primary Health Care strengthening 

 Reduces regional disparities in healthcare 

access 

Linkages with National Health Policies  

 Supports goals under: 

o National Health Policy 2017 
o Ayushman Bharat Programme 

 Helps achieve SDG 3 (Good Health & Well-

being 

4. Retention (                    ) 

•             /                    

         

           :                 

                      . 
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• Sustainable Development Goal 3 (Good Health & Well-
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Caste-Free Status – Saundala                 –         
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Village in News 

 Saundala 
 Located in Maharashtra 

 Declared itself a “Caste-Free Village” on 5 

February 2026 
 Decision taken through a Gram Sabha 

Resolution 

Key Resolution Highlights 

 Rejection of caste-based discrimination 

 Motto: “Aamchi jaat… manav” 

� Meaning: “My caste is humanity” 

 Equal access ensured to: 

o Schools 

o Temples 

o Water bodies 

o Cremation grounds 

Focus: Social equality & inclusiveness at grassroots 

level 

Constitutional Provisions  

 Article 15 
o Prohibits discrimination on grounds 

of: 

 Religion 

 Race 

 Caste 

 Sex 

 Place of birth 

 Article 17 
o Abolition of Untouchability 

These Articles fall under Fundamental Rights (Part 

• Saundala 

•                  : Maharashtra 

• 5         2026            “Caste-

Free Village”            

•         :          (Gram Sabha) 
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III).        . 

            Constitution of India-

    

    III –                  

(Fundamental Rights)          . 
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