
 

UNDERSTANDING INTERNATIONAL AID ROLES

OBJECTIVE:

Engage in a role-playing game where you act as representatives of donor and recipient countries 
negotiating international aid agreements to understand the complexities and challenges of international 
aid and its impact on development and sustainability.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES:

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key political concepts and debates related to 
international aid and development.

• Apply concepts and theories to analyze political issues and processes.

• Evaluate different perspectives and arguments on the role of international aid in development.

• Communicate political information, arguments, and ideas effectively through negotiation and 
presentation.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

• Scenario brief for each assigned role

• Access to research resources (internet, library)

• Notepad and pen for taking notes and preparing arguments

• Digital tools for creating presentations or documents (optional)

STEPS:

Introduction:

• You will participate in a role-playing game where you act as representatives of donor and 
recipient countries negotiating international aid agreements.

• The goal is to understand the complexities and challenges of international aid and its impact on 
development and sustainability by engaging in negotiations and decision-making processes.

Role Assignment:

• You will be assigned roles as representatives of donor countries, recipient countries, and 
international organizations.

• Research your assigned role thoroughly to understand its interests, objectives, and potential 
strategies.

Scenario Selection:

• Choose specific scenarios that illustrate key issues in international aid (e.g., emergency aid 
during a natural disaster, long-term development aid, aid conditionality).

• Ensure the chosen scenarios cover significant issues related to development and sustainability.

Research and Preparation:
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• Research the background, key facts, and various perspectives on the selected scenarios.

• Prepare your role’s position, objectives, and potential negotiation strategies based on its interests
and goals.

• Develop a clear plan for how you will interact with other actors during the negotiation process.

Role-Playing Structure:

• The role-playing game will follow a structured format:

a. Introduction and Briefing: Each actor introduces their role and main objectives.

b. Initial Negotiations: Actors engage in initial discussions to outline their positions and 
objectives.

c. Proposal Development: Actors develop proposals and counter-proposals, negotiating 
terms and conditions of the aid agreements.

d. Crisis Situations: Periodically, crisis situations will be introduced, requiring actors to 
adapt their strategies and respond to new developments.

e. Final Agreements: The negotiation concludes with the finalization of aid agreements 
and a summary of the outcomes.

During the Role-Playing Game:

• Stay in character and perform your assigned role to the best of your ability.

• Use strategic thinking and negotiation tactics in your interactions with other actors.

• Be respectful of other participants and their viewpoints.

• Focus on achieving your role’s objectives while considering the broader impact on development 
and sustainability.

Post-Role-Playing Debrief:

• After the role-playing game, participate in a debriefing session to discuss the outcomes, the 
effectiveness of the strategies used, and the impact on development and sustainability.

• Write a reflection (1-2 pages) on the experience, discussing the complexities of international aid, 
the role of different actors, and any new perspectives gained.

SUB-TOPICS COVERED:

• International Aid and Development

• Role of Donor and Recipient Countries

• Aid Conditionality and Effectiveness

• Impact of International Aid on Sustainability

SCENARIO BRIEFS:

SCENARIO 1: EMERGENCY AID DURING A NATURAL DISASTER

• Objective: Negotiate international aid agreements in response to a natural disaster affecting a 
recipient country.
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• Key Issues: Rapid response, resource allocation, coordination among donors.

SCENARIO 2: LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT AID

• Objective: Negotiate long-term development aid agreements to support sustainable development
projects.

• Key Issues: Project funding, sustainability goals, monitoring and evaluation.

SCENARIO 3: AID CONDITIONALITY

• Objective: Negotiate aid agreements with conditions attached to ensure certain policy reforms in 
the recipient country.

• Key Issues: Policy changes, sovereignty, effectiveness of conditionality.

SCENARIO 4: HUMANITARIAN AID IN CONFLICT ZONES

• Objective: Negotiate humanitarian aid agreements for conflict-affected areas, balancing aid 
delivery and security concerns.

• Key Issues: Access to aid, protection of civilians, neutrality.

SCENARIO 5: TRADE-RELATED AID

• Objective: Negotiate aid agreements that include trade-related assistance to promote economic 
development.

• Key Issues: Trade policies, economic growth, capacity building.

RUBRIC FOR GRADING

Criterion Excellent (5) Good (4)
Satisfactory 
(3)

Needs 
Improvement 
(2)

Unsatisfactory 
(1)

Knowledge and
Understanding

Demonstrates 
an in-depth 
understanding 
of international
aid and the 
roles of 
different 
actors.

Shows a clear 
understanding 
of international
aid and the 
roles of 
different 
actors.

Displays a 
basic 
understanding 
of international
aid and the 
roles of 
different 
actors.

Shows limited 
understanding 
of international 
aid and the 
roles of 
different actors.

Demonstrates 
minimal or no 
understanding 
of international 
aid and the 
roles of 
different actors.

Research and 
Preparation

Thorough 
research with 
comprehensiv
e information 
on assigned 
role and 
scenario.

Good research
with clear 
information on 
assigned role 
and scenario.

Adequate 
research with 
basic 
information on 
assigned role 
and scenario.

Limited 
research with 
incomplete 
information on 
assigned role 
and scenario.

Minimal 
research with 
poorly 
constructed 
information on 
assigned role 
and scenario.
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Criterion Excellent (5) Good (4)
Satisfactory 
(3)

Needs 
Improvement 
(2)

Unsatisfactory 
(1)

Strategic 
Thinking

Develops a 
detailed and 
effective 
strategy; 
adapts well to 
new situations.

Develops a 
clear and 
effective 
strategy; 
adapts to most
situations.

Develops a 
basic strategy;
adapts to 
some 
situations.

Limited 
strategy 
development; 
struggles to 
adapt to new 
situations.

Poor strategy 
development; 
fails to adapt to
new situations.

Interaction and 
Negotiation

Actively and 
effectively 
interacts with 
other actors; 
persuasive 
and strategic.

Interacts well 
with other 
actors; clear 
and mostly 
strategic.

Interacts 
adequately 
with other 
actors; 
somewhat 
strategic.

Limited 
interaction with 
other actors; 
lacks strategy.

Minimal 
interaction with 
other actors; 
unclear or 
missing 
strategy.

Presentation 
and 
Communicatio
n

Communicates
decisions and 
strategies 
clearly and 
persuasively.

Communicate
s decisions 
and strategies 
clearly; mostly 
persuasive.

Communicate
s decisions 
and strategies 
adequately; 
somewhat 
persuasive.

Limited clarity 
in 
communication
; not very 
persuasive.

Poor 
communication
; unclear and 
unpersuasive 
decisions and 
strategies.

Reflection and 
Analysis

Provides a 
deep and 
insightful 
reflection on 
the role-
playing 
experience.

Provides a 
thoughtful 
reflection on 
the role-
playing 
experience.

Provides a 
basic 
reflection on 
the role-
playing 
experience.

Provides a 
limited 
reflection on 
the role-playing
experience.

Provides 
minimal or no 
reflection on 
the role-playing
experience.

Notice: Unauthorized duplication or distribution of this document is prohibited and may result in 
legal consequences. This work/product/service has been developed independently from and is not 
endorsed by the International Baccalaureate Organization. International Baccalaureate®.


	Understanding International Aid Roles
	Objective:
	Assessment Objectives:
	Materials Needed:
	Steps:
	Sub-Topics Covered:
	Scenario Briefs:
	Scenario 1: Emergency Aid During a Natural Disaster
	Scenario 2: Long-Term Development Aid
	Scenario 3: Aid Conditionality
	Scenario 4: Humanitarian Aid in Conflict Zones
	Scenario 5: Trade-Related Aid
	Rubric for Grading


