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Minister’s Message 
By now most of you will have heard the story told by Richard Griffin, 
a Royal protection officer, who was the Queen’s private guard for 
fourteen years, and how he once shared a wonderful moment with 
her in the hills of Balmoral.  They were walking on a normally 
deserted trail, when they came upon two American tourists who 
didn’t recognise her, but wanted to know if either of them had ever 
met her.  “not me”, said the Queen, “but Dick here talks to the Queen 
quite often”.  Amazed to have met someone who had met the Queen, 
they asked what she was like and then asked if they could have a 
picture not of her, but of him, because, after all, he had met the 
Queen.  What’s more, they asked the Queen, whom they still did not 
recognise, to take the picture, so that they could be in the picture with 
him.  Afterwards, never letting on who she was, they switched around 
so that she was in the picture with them too.  Then, after the 
American tourists had left them, she said to Dick “I’d like to be a fly 
on the wall when they show those pictures to their friends in America 
and, hopefully, someone tells them who I am !” 

It is a wonderful story because it is so surprising and funny, but if we 
care to think about it at a deeper level, we may be delighted to see 
that there is some real encouragement in it for everyone and 
something of our own Christian faith too.   

Firstly, in terms of encouragement for everyone, the Queen has left 
us a rich legacy of service, commitment and duty that may not always 
be recognised as having come from her, but it will, nonetheless, be 
with us for a long time to come, helping us to find our way through 
the difficulties of the future.  These values that she embodied and 
demonstrated, that we may not always recognise as being “her”, will 
continue to do good work in our world and this is very good news. 

Secondly, in terms of our own Christian faith, there are a number of 
Biblical stories, where people failed to recognise the sovereign one 
who was in their midst.  Mary, at the tomb, the disciples on that 
fishing trip, and the story of the road to Emmaus are all stories where 
the sovereign one was right there and yet not recognised.  In one 
sense, we could ask, “How could they have been so stupid”?   
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He was standing right there with them speaking and guiding and yet 

they didn’t know who he was.  How could they have missed him?  

Yet, in another sense, their story is our story.  We too see and hear, 
but we do not always recognise. 

He meets us on the deserted hills of Balmoral or in the streets of 
Harlow, but we do not always realise. 

The thing to take comfort in is that, whether we recognise him, he is 
with us daily, his legacy is even greater than hers was, and he will 
continue to help us through all the problems and difficulties that any 
future can conjure up. 

In Christ, Rev. Blair 

************  

Our Daughter’s Wedding 
We had a delightful time on August 13th when our daughter, 
Rebecca Kirkby, married David Bennett at Elvet Methodist Church 
in Durham.  There were about 120 people there including family 
members from Canada and Australia.  The reception afterwards was 
so joyful with delicious food, great wine, and later on, a wonderful 
dance.    

Rev. Blair and Ann 

 

 
With best wishes to the happy couple from all  
at the Hatfield Heath United Reformed Church 
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Leisure Hour 
Our new season started with a group of around 30 of us and, as well as 
catching up with our members, we were delighted to welcome new people 
to the group. 

The talk on Wednesday, 7th September, was a presentation by Ken 
McDonald (who writes regularly for our and other village magazines) and 
was entitled “A stroll through the Hundred Parishes”.  He gave us 
background information to the Hundred Parishes Trust which was set up 
in 2009 by a small group of people who want to preserve the environment 
and rich heritage in our area.  The volunteers cover the landscape of the 
area and the footpaths that cross it as well as identifying listed properties 
(of which there are 7000) and their features.  Ken’s photographs were 
superb, taken by himself and his wife Janice, and took in beautiful views 
throughout the seasons. 

Do look at their website www.hundredparishes.org.uk for more information 
or find them on Facebook.  A £10 annual subscription per household helps 
to keep the Hundred Parishes Trust going.  If you are a keen walker, there 
are now 100 walks available to download from the website. 

The Hundred Parishes has this year been given the role of producing the 
Calendar, previously produced by the group Stop Stansted Expansion.  It 
will show photographs taken within the district by local people, costs £10 
and is available at Little Hallingbury Post Office. 

ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH OCTOBER, at 2pm our talk is entitled “A nice 
cup of tea”.  We will be welcoming Tim Turner who will be telling us 
about some historical events to do with tea, milk and sugar, and their 
associated items of porcelain, silver and mahogany.   

Tim worked for many years at Sworders the auctioneers and has a wealth 
of knowledge and anecdotes.  He will also bring objects linked to the tea 
business. 

The November meeting will be on Wednesday, 2nd, at 2pm in the URC Hall 

Membership is £10 a year (or 2 instalments of £5 each) 
or come along as a visitor for £1.50 per meeting.   

We look forward to seeing our members and 
welcoming new people 

Mary Stewart 01279 731319 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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Family News 
We were all very sad to hear the news that Pauline Prior had passed away.  
Pauline and Frank joined our church in the 1960s during the ministry of 
Rev. Wheale.  Pauline was a founder member of the Leisure Hour in 1969 
and was involved with our Luncheon Club. After Frank’s death in 2014, 
Pauline was cared for by her devoted sons, Julian and Lee.  She will be 
very much missed. 

Barbara Higho also passed away in August.  Barbara attended our church 
and the Luncheon Club.  Our thoughts are with her family and friends at 
this sad time. 

It was good to welcome our Mexican friend Lila, her sister and her nephew 
recently to our church services.  Lila’s nephew has graduated from King’s 
College in London recently and is returning to Mexico.  We would like to 
send our congratulations to him and all the family. 

Our good wishes to Dinah who is now receiving further treatment at the 
Middlesex Hospital.  We hope to see her back in church very soon. 

**************************************************************************** 

QUIZ QUESTIONS TO KEEP YOUR “LITTLE GREY CELLS” ACTIVE 
REMEMBERING FONDLY THE LATE QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

1. What was the Queen’s full name? 

2. Who designed Diana, Princess of Wales’ wedding dress? 

3. Which member of the Royal Family carried out the most 

engagements last year? 

4. Which royal residence do the Cambridge family call home? 

5. Who is 9th in line to the throne? 

6. What is Meghan Markle and Prince Harry’s son’s full name? 

7. What was the Queen’s father’s name? 

8. Name all of the Queen’s children 

9. In which month of the year does Trooping the Colour normally 

take place? 

10. Who was Prince Harry’s best man? 
      Answers page 11 

A LITTLE PHYSICAL EXERCISE 
THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER: 11.30am -1pm LINE DANCING  

IN THE URC HALL.COME ALONG AND ENJOY – NO EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY. 
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URC Diary – October & November 2022 

OCTOBER 

Sun 2nd  ..... Family Service  ......... 10.30AM ...... Fred Arthur 
Sun 9th ....... Harvest Festival  ...... 10.30AM ...... Rev’d Blair Kirkby 
    Joint Harvest service at Holy Trinity. 6 Village Minister leading 
Sun 16th .... Family Service .......... 10.30AM ...... Efua Koi Larbi 
Sun 23rd ..... Family Service .......... 10.30AM ...... Rev’d John Buxton* 
Sun 30th ..... Family Service .......... 10.30AM ...... Ruzive Mhiribidi 
*see separate notice, page 9 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 6th ....... Family Service .......... 10.30AM ...... Graham Watson 
Sun 13th  .... Family Service (C)  ... 9.45AM ........ Rev’d Blair Kirkby 
Sun 20th .... Family Service .......... 10.30AM ...... John Ellis 

Sun 27th  ... Family Service  ......... 10.30AM ...... Joan Smith 

Offertory Giving – July & August 2022 

JULY AUGUST 

3rd ........ £ 104.50 7th ......... £130.35* 
10th ..... £ 112.33 14TH ....... £280.00* 
17TH ..... £   79.00 21st ....... £123.20 
24th ..... £   65.92 28TH ....... £  80.00 
31st ..... £   70.50 
*cheques included in offertory total £225. 
TOTAL £432.25                £613.55 
 

3 x Standing Orders each month totalling £75.00 per month 
Therefore, totals for July = £507.25 and for August £688.55 
Thank you again for your continued generosity. 
 
After our recent jumble sale, we were left with some good quality items.  I 
took the items to an auction and received £86.50 from the sale.  Some of 
the items did not sell so I have removed the reserves and the remaining 
couple of items are going forward to the next sale. 

JOHN JACKSON – HHURC TREASURER 
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Hatfield Heath URC Rotas 

OCTOBER             Church Flowers                  NOVEMBER 

2          Doreen Millen       6         Jacqueline Jackson 

9          Betty Bennett        13        Judy Lemon 

16       John Jackson        20                  Doreen Millen 

23       Terry Jamieson        27                  Xmas flowers 

30       John Jackson 

OCTOBER                    Vestry Duty                  NOVEMBER 

2         Jean Whybrew         6                     Mark Lemon 

9         at Holy Trinity       13                 Jean Whybrew 

16       Doreen Millen        20        Jacqueline Jackson 

23       Jude Foster        27   

30       Jacqueline Jackson 

OCTOBER              Door Welcomers                 NOVEMBER 

2         Jude F, Jacqueline J         6      Jacqueline J, Janet K 

9         at Holy Trinity       13       Margaret S, Ivan W 

16       Margaret S, Ivan W       20               Jean W, Mark L 

23       Mark L       27        John J Jacqueline J 

30       Jude F, Doreen M 

OCTOBER                         Readers                       NOVEMBER 

2         Doreen M, Shona P         6         Doreen M, Shona P 

9        Janet K, Quentin S       13              Janet K, Quentin 

16      Jude F, Doreen M       20            Jude F, Doreen M 

23      Shona P, Janet K       27            Snona P, Janet K 

30       Quentin S, Jude F 

OCTOBER              Communion Table                NOVEMBER 

7       Mark L, Jude F          13           Jude F, Doreen 
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Honouring the Queen 
On Wednesday, 14th September, I decided that I would like to make my 
own small tribute to the memory of the late Queen Elizabeth II. 

I travelled to Green Park tube station and followed the huge crowds 
through Green Park, admiring the many floral tributes and taking time to 
look at some of the beautiful pictures, poems etc. and the many 
Paddington Bears.  I continued my route on to the Mall.  The Mall was 
already crowded with people awaiting the procession of the Queen’s coffin 
to be laid to rest in Westminster Hall. 

There was still quite a wait for the start of the procession at 2.22pm, so I 
went for a walk along the Princess Diana Walk, which goes around St. 
James’ Park.  It was a beautiful afternoon, so I sat on a bench in the park, 
buy the lake, just watching the world go by.  I made a new friend, a very 
beautiful pelican. 

Nearing 2pm I arrived back on the Mall; the crowds were now ten deep.  
Being 6’6” really helps on occasions like this and I had a very good view.  
The guns fired; we could hear the bands start up.  there was a real sense 
of solemnity and pride and emotion that we were part of history in the 
making. 

The Parade Party were immaculate, the armour shone in the sunlight and 
the music was just perfect for the occasion.  The gun carriage passed; the 
coffin looked so small with the crown on top dazzling with its many jewels.  
Then came the Royal party, our new King Charles III, the princess Royal, 
Prince Andrew and Prince Edward, and behind them Prince William and 
Prince Harry. 

After the parade had passed, I made my way 
through the park to Horse Guards Parade.  By 
chance the procession had also just reached 
Horse Guards at the same time, so I watched 
them all go past again.  a very long day, a very 
tiring day, but one that will stay for the rest of my 
life. 

God bless the late Queen  
and God save the King. 

       John Jackson 
 

“HER ABSENCE IS LIKE THE SKY, SPREAD OVER EVERYTHING” 

C.S. Lewis – “A Grief observed” 
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Messy Church – Diary Dates 
Please put the undernoted dates in your diaries: 

16 October  Messy Harvest  Venue: Holy Trinity 

10 December Messy Christmas  Venue: TBC 

11 February  Messy Church  Venue: TBC 

 April (date TBC) Messy Easter  Venue: TBC 

 

23RD OCTOBER – SPECIAL SERVICE AT ST. ANDREWS 

Please note that in addition to the normal service at HHURC there will a 
special service at 10.30am at ST Andrew’s with Tony Miller (From 
Whitechapel Mission) after which Jean Gill is to be given a presentation. 

All are welcome! 
 

Dates for your Diary – December 2020 
 

4th Gift/Toy Service. 10.30am URC (everyone welcome) Toys for 
Whitechapel Mission 

     British Legion Carol Service – 3pm URC 

11th  Communion Service 10.30am URC 

Light a Life Service for St. Clair’s Hospice led by Ann Cosier 
4pm at URC 

18th  Family Service with Carols 10.30am URC 

Carol Service with torch light procession (starting at 5.15pm 
at URC,  Mulled wine 5.40pm at the Holy Trinity Institute.  
Joint Service at 6.30pm at Holy Trinity 

25th  Family Service 10.30am. Joint Service at Holy Trinity 

 

Sunday School to start at URC in December 

Patricia Wilson has graciously offered to start running a little Sunday 
School once a month on the Sundays that Rev. Blair is present.  This 
is to start on the first Sunday in December when Rev. Blair will be 
leading the Toy Service.  After that it will generally be on the second 
Sunday of every month.  Many thanks to Patricia!!!   
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Remembrance Sunday 
Television relays the programme as thousands attend the Albert 
Hall, Music plays and prayers are uttered waiting for the poppies to 
fall. 

Young men and boys of tender age, we must remember what it cost 
as they fought to save our country, some came home and some 
were lost. 

Wars will always be amongst us, death and darkness, dread and 
fear, But one day this will vanish when the Prince of Peace is here. 

  Megan Carter 
 

Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak. 
Courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

It is not necessary to be unkind or rude, raised voices have no place 
in professional meetings.  As Christians we have learnt to turn the 
other cheek. 

The words we speak have the power to do great good or great harm. 
“Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips” (Psalm 141:3) 

Nature, having made my lips to be the door of our words, let grace 
and tact keep that door that no words may be uttered to go out which 
in any way dishonour God or hurt others. 

“Words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in settings of silver”. 

      Hugh Kirk 
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People who uplift you are the best kind of people. 

You don’t simply keep them.  You have to treasure them.               

Dodinsky 

**************  

Open my eyes that I may see the presence that is all about me. 

Open my ears that I may hear the voice that is quiet yet ever near. 

Open my heart that I may feel the love of God close and real. 

Open each sense, make me aware of the Power and the Peace  

always there. 

 

MINISTER 

Rev’d Blair Kirkby – 01279 443400 
bkirkby@msn.com 

CHURCH TREASURER 

John Jackson  

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR 

Jacqueline Jackson  

CHURCH ELDERS 

Betty Bennett (Hon Secretary) 
 Jude Foster Mark Lemon 
 Jacqueline Jackson Doreen Millen 
 John Jackson Jean Whybrew 

HALL HIRE ENQUIRIES 

Judy Lemon – 01279 730581 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

Janet Kirk 
 

All items for the next Newsletter should be submitted by the 15th of the 
preceding month to ensure they are included. 

Apologies in advance for any errors which may occur in this issue. 

 
With best wishes to the happy couple from all at the Hatfield Heath United Reformed 

Church 

 
 


