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Sincere Congratulations to Dr Betty Chan Po-king for
Receiving the Inaugrual PECERA-HK Distinguished Educator Award
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PECERA-HK

......

The Pacific Early Childhood Education Research Association (Hong
Kong, PECERA-HK) held its 20th Anniversary Celebration cum 2025-
26 Annual Meeting at YCIS Hong Kong on 7 March 2026, where it
presented the inaugural Distinguished Educator Award to honour
educators for their outstanding lifetime contributions to early
childhood education. Dr Betty Chan Po-king, CEO and School
Supervisor of YCYW Education Network, Chairperson of YCCECE
Board of Governors, became the first recipient of this prestigious
award, marking widespread recognition of her exceptional
achievements in advancing early childhood education across Hong
Kong SAR, the Chinese mainland, and overseas.
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ITEN Kick-Off Ceremony cum Seminar: A Great Success!
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The Infant Toddler and Educare Network (ITEN) Kick-Off Ceremony cum Seminar, jointly organised by YCCECE and Yew Chung
International School (YCIS), was successfully held on 4 March 2026. The event aimed to bring together early childhood
educators from across the city to collaboratively promote a higher quality environment for infant and toddler care and
education, fostering the sustainable development of the industry.

We were truly honoured to have Professor Kathy Sylva, OBE, a member of the inaugural Board of Governors of YCCECE and
Honorary Research Fellow and Professor of Educational Psychology at the University of Oxford, deliver the keynote seminar. |
Professor Kathy Sylva shared insights on transforming daily routines into powerful learning opportunities for infants and 4

toddlers through “intentional learning” and “emergent teaching” approaches, offering immense value to all attendees.

We were also privileged to be joined by Dr Betty Chan, CEO & School Supervisor of Yew Chung Yew Wah Education Netwo
who has devoted her career to advancing infant-toddler education. Together, we celebrated the exciting launch of ITENI
closing remarks, Dr Chan reflected on the journey of Hong Kong's early childhood education from its early s
professionalisation and shared her vision for its future development. "

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the early childhood educators who attended the event and exten
Professor Kathy Sylva and Dr. Chan Po-king for taking the time to share their invaluable exper
inspiration and momentum to the field of infant and toddler education in Hong Kong. &
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The Fifth Jockey Club “CoolPlay” Fun Fair ]ockegClub p,ojed
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Organised by YCCECE in partnership with Hong Kong Christian Service and funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities
Trust, the Jockey Club “CoolPlay” Project held a two-day exploratory learning carnival on 24-25 January 2026, themed
“Nature and Life”. The event successfully engaged over 3,500 young children and their parents!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the participating families, school principals, curriculum leaders, teachers, community
partners, and volunteers for their tremendous support. Their dedication truly reflected the power of collaboration among
families, schools, and the community in fostering children’s learning and growth through exploration.
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YCCECE Honours NGO Partners at luncheon
BB R ESH NGO SR
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On 30 January 2026, YCCECE welcomed its
valued NGO partners to a luncheon celebrating
their vital role in student development. The
event expressed deep gratitude for their
steadfast support, which empowers students to
create meaningful social impact.

CORMIS
A touching highlight was hearing from 2 students,
who shared powerful stories of their community
work. Their experiences truly illustrated how
partnership translates into real-world change.
We proposed a toast to our shared journey and

look forward to achieving even greater Hong Wing Kiu, Rain
milestones together in the year ahead. = - ==t AFER
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Service Trip to Dumaguete, the Philippines
JEREHEEMRS 2k

On 21-28 February 2026, 8 passionate students from the School set off on a service trip to Dumaguete, the Philippines. The
service trip was organized in collaboration with International Care Ministries (ICM), a non-profit organization in the
Philippines. They entered underprivileged communities where daily living expenses are less than HKD 4, responding to
needs through action and, through each real encounter, learning empathy, collaboration, and responsibility.

The students saw that a lack of resources is not an abstract “number,” but a reality reflected in inadequate local
infrastructure, limited sanitation, and the everyday challenges brought about by scarcity. At the same time, they also
witnessed the resilience residents continue to show amid hardship, and the curiosity and innocence shining in children’s
eyes.
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GLOBAL OUTREACH

YCCECE Delegation Visits Peking University, Tsinghua University,
and Beijing Normal University
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To promote academic exchange and collaboration between Mainland China and Hong Kong in the field of early childhood
education, and to further expand collaborative networks in higher education and preschool education research, a delegation
from YCCECE visited Beijing for a series of meetings, visting Peking University, Tsinghua University, and Beijing Normal
University in the first week of March 2026.

This series of visits to Beijing not only deepened mutual understanding between YCCECE and leading Mainland universities,
but also created more possibilities for future collaboration in academic research, talent development, faculty advancement,
and the joint building of practice platforms. In addressing the shared challenge of advancing high-quality development in
early childhood education, cross-regional and interdisciplinary collaboration will help integrate resources, broaden
perspectives, and enable research outcomes to better serve children and educational practice.
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GLOBAL OUTREACH

Talk on “Learning Mathematics in a Play-based Environment”
in YCIS Shanghai Campuses

i ESEPERERMRESEN (EEHIRIEPERUER) B

On 23 and 24 March 2026, Professor Kerry Lee, President
® of YCCECE, and Dr. Zhang Ye, Assistant Professor at
YCCECE, delivered a talk titled “Learning Mathematics in a
= Play-based Environment” at Yew Chung International
School (YCIS) — at the Puxi Ronghua Campus and the
Pudong Regency Park Campus. The talk reflected one of
Yew Chung’s key early childhood education concepts:
“learning through play.”

— Suggested strategies included weaving mathematical ideas
= into everyday life—for example, using “math talk” while
§ shopping, cooking, or playing games. In addition, praising
children’s effort and curiosity to build their confidence
and motivation to learn.

The talks were well attended by parents at both campuses, many of whom were eager to learn how they could further develop
their children’s mathematics skills. After the talks, a coffee morning was held to encourage networking and exchange.
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Professor Eric Cheng's New Book Explores Practical Ways to Merge
Academic Learning with Everyday Life
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NEW BOOK RELEASE

Academic Learning vs Everyday Learning?
How do 21st Century Learning Trends Break Down
the Dichotomy?

Co-Edited by

Prof. Eric CHENG,

Vice-President (Academic)

P

COngratUlationS to our Vice President,

Professor Eric CHENG, on the publication of his new edited
book! We are thrilled to share "Academic Learning vs
Everyday Learning? How do 21st century learning trends
break down this dichotomy?" is now available with
Routledge.

The book explores how modern learning trends bridge the
gap between formal academic knowledge and real-life
everyday experiences, offering practical pedagogies from
kindergarten to adult education.
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{Academic Learning vs Everyday Learning? How do 21st
Century Learning Trends Break Down the Dichotomy?) &
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Seminar by Prof. Kathy Sylva on

< -
LangQuest-EY Tool

Kathy Sylva #iZ R ELangQuest-EY T B3 B1EG:H

YCCECE hosted a research seminar titled “Development
and early validation of an assessment tool for educators’
use of language-support strategies” on 13 March 2026.
The seminar featured Professor Kathy Sylva, Honorary
Research Fellow and Professor of Educational
Psychology at the University of Oxford, as the keynote
speaker. She previously served on the inaugural Board
of Governors of YCCECE.

Professor Sylva detailed the development of LangQuest-
EY, a 29-item self-report tool created through a rigorous
3-stage process: a rapid literature review on effective
strategies to support language, a Delphi expert panel
with educators and researchers, and a field trial with 79
educators.

The seminar provided YCCECE academics and students
with valuable insights into instrument development,
validation, and cross-cultural application, further
enriching the College’s research environment in early
childhood language education.
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Mother Language Week @ Kidsploration Library
EEESE | ENEIRSEREE

YCCECE celebrated Mother Language Week from 11-17
March 2026 at the Kidsploration Library! Throughout the ECE 'MOTHER LANGUAGE W
week, we showcased diverse picture books and enjoyed ‘CC EEK
a special visit from our library staff member, Jaya Islam, MARCH 11"17, 2026 I

who shared her mother tongue and traditions from : :
Bangladesh. We loved hearing from visitors who shared
something special from their own cultures!
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Alumni @ YBBEBE Stay tuned for the latest videos with our graduates!
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1. Principals & Career Masters Day BRRREERZNHELHEHETH (APR4A)

2. CPD collaboration - Dream Tour x Korean Teachers’ Association s
BES RSN E A1EHE - Dream Tour x BERTIHE APRIE) @

3. Career Fair ii#REE (APR48)

4. Capstone Poster Presentation Conference: The Class of 2025/26
2025/26 [EFEARFRFHBRTE (MAY 58)

5. Teachers of Tommorrow Workshops BBEfiETEI T{E¥5 (JUN 68)

6. Bangkok Service Trip & RFZK (JUN 738) E

7. Career Insight & Networking Event: Special Education Need (SEN)
BREERRRAAE: HHRHEEFEE (JUN-JUL6-7A)

8. Jockey Club Bright Start Project Singapore Study Tour
EREHREPE RS M3ZAE (JUL 78)

9. Singapore Career Development Trip FilEFAEE R Z ik (JUL78)

L

Stay tuned for more!
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%E8%B3%BD%E9%A6%AC%E6%9C%83%E6%99%BA%E5%B9%BC%E8%B6%A3%E8%A8%88%E5%8A%83?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZY3wV2yKq7Qct-TWBCRqYBU0UMNdKNAT7Uxi3OfK5aS_m5FPAgnRlv-d8G2vE1RkaQr3nK5JJ5vyNJQQCTjfo7Nc-uMb6kubE7m8SElBUaOUvKXsv52ouC6P3Z8-zi7FZPi6nYKqMyl6yaMCp1UuuFFlcmpU02ymv9VZ-3POuPOB8n8KDkcq0IU7Fv5pdFCYZc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://jcbrightstart.hk/en/

Make a Gift
XA

At YCCECE, we firmly believe that investing in early childhood education is an investment in the future. By
supporting our College, you are directly contributing to the development of passionate and inspired ECE
professionals who will shape the lives of countless young learners.

We invite you to join us in supporting YCCECE and becoming a champion for early childhood education.
Your donation, regardless of its size, will make a lasting impact on the future of education. To make a
donation or learn more about how you can support YCCECE, please visit our website www.yccece.edu.hk
or scan the QR code or contact us.
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YEW CHUNG COLLEGE O (852) 3977 9877
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD © (852) 9312 0733
EDUCATION (852) 2338 4320
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o & S B © info@yccece.edu.hk

Main Campus 2 Tin Wan Hill Road, Tin Wan, Aberdeen, Hong Kong www.yccece.edu.hk
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Ak e YCCECE is a member of the Yew Chung Education Foundation (YCEF),
City Campus 3 To Fuk Road, Kowloon Tong both are registered non-profit organisations in Hong Kong
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