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BREAKING THE FRENCH BARRIER
Beginner “A”







Long before you learned any grammar rules in your native language, you had learned
fo speok beoufifu”y. As a child, you added vocobu|0ry little by little, figured out how
fo put sentences fogefher, and discovered how to imitate the sounds of the |onguoge.
As you begin to Break the French Barrier, you will learn—right from the start—
some useful vocobu|0ry, expressions, and tips about pronunciation... all before you
learn any grammar rules. For a little bit, you will have to be wi||ing to leave some of
your questions unanswered. Never fear, however! By the end of this book, all of your
questions will be covered. These first ten steps will get you speoking French righf away.

STEP ONE

COMMENT VOUS APPELEZ-VOUS?

When you want to learn someone’s name, you can ask You can also ask someone to tell you who another
him or her: person is. Here are some possible questions you
migh’r ask:
Comment vous appelez-vous?
(What is your name?) Comment sappelle votre professeur?
Je mappelle Marie. (What's your teacher’'s name?)
(My name is Mary.) Mon professeur sappelle Madame Durand.
Je mappelle Paul. (My teacher’s name is Mrs. Durand.)

My name is Paul. )
(My ) Comment sappelle votre mére?

(What's your mother’s name?)

Ma meére sappelle Anne.

Comment sappelle votre ami?
(What is your friend’s name?)

Mon ami s'appelle André.

Comment sappelle le président?
(What is the name of the president?)

Le président sappelle Pierre.
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Here are some common French names:

Agathe Charlotte Martin Philippe

Alice Clément Mélanie Sébastien
Antoine Francoise Michel Sophie
Catherine Isabelle Nathalie Stéphane

Charles Jean Nicolas Zoé

g;
0] EXERCICE
- ] %

Answer the following ten questions aloud or on paper.

Comment vous appelez-vous? Je m'appelle ~ Michel

Comment s'appelle votre professeur de frangais? Mon professeur s'appelle  Madame Duval

Comment s‘appelle votre amie? Mon amie sappelle  Francoise

Comment s'appelle le président? Le président sappelle  Emmanuel Macron

Comment s'appelle votre professeur de mathématiques? Mon professeur de mathématiques

s'‘appelle Agathe Matthieu

Comment s'appelle votre dentiste?  Mon dentiste s‘appelle Louis

Comment s'appelle votre pere?  Mon pere s‘appelle Henri

Comment s'appelle votre mere?  Ma meére s'‘appelle Lucie

Comment vous appelez-vous?  J€ m’appelle Michel

Comment s'appelle votre ami?  Mon ami s‘appelle Martin

L
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These five French vowel sounds are so important to learn! Unlike English vowel
sounds, which tend to drog on, French vowel sounds are short and crisp. OHenﬂmes,
English speakers think that French speakers talk so fast. This observation is made, in
part, because the sounds of the vowels are shorter.

In order to feel at ease with these new sounds, practice them frequently with the help
of your teacher or the online recording

This letter sounds like the “a” when you sing the notes This accent gives the “e” a different sound, which is

la-la-la.” a little like the “ay” in the English word “day.” It is a
Reépéter (repeaﬂ): ananas, garage madame shorter sound, ’rhough, cut off more quicHy than in
papa, salade, plage, chat rat, cage, mariage, English.
banane canard malade pépé été mené séparé précédé partagé bébé

a hébété réparé téléphoné café étudié

This letter sounds like the vowel sound in the Eng|ish m

word “pearl. These letters sounds like “e” in the word “egg.” The
ce le petit revenir me te appartement vowel ‘e followed by 2 consonants also sounds like
tenir menace se chemin, cheval regarder lever, the "e"in "egg.
jeter menu téte fillette frére merci progreés, verbe,

mére, pére, fenétre espére, celle, trés éleve
réve, espoir

Attention! At the end of words that have more than
one syllable, the “e" is silent.

girafe madame Anne petite bonne service
jolie mariage, tigre pharmacie programme

Audio link

Listen to the sound of these vowels:

https://go.tobreak.com/FPOIP1
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STEP TWO

D'OU ETES-VOUS ?

When you want to find out where someone is from, you You can also ask someone to tell you where someone

can ask him or her: else is from. Here are some possib|e questions you
mighf ask:
D'ou étes-vous?
(Where are you from?) D'ou est votre pére?
Je suis de Chicago. (Where is your father from?)
(I am from Chicago.) Mon pére est de New York.
Je suis de Haiti. (My father is from New York.)

| am from Haiti. .
( ) D'ou est votre amie?

(Where is your friend from?)

Mon amie est de Baton Rouge.

D'ou sont les Parisiens?
(Where are Parisians from?)

Les Parisiens sont de Paris.

D'ou sont les Tahitiens?
(Where are Tahitians from?)

Les Tahitiens sont de Tahiti.

Here are some well-known cities, countries, and geographical locations
around the world with French names. How many could you locate on a map?

Les Alpes Des Moines La Mauritanie Pointe-a-Pitre
Baton Rouge Fayetteville Le Mont Blanc Port-au-Prince
Belmont Fort-de-France Montpellier Les Pyrénées

Brazzaville Grand Teton Montréal Le Québec

Cayenne Lafayette Montrose La Réunion

La Céte d’lvoire Louisville Orléans Saint-Louis

Détroit Le Maine Paris Le Vermont
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EXERCICE

Answer the following ten questions, aloud or on paper, in complete sentences.

o
2]
3]
o
5]
o
7]
o
o
®

D'ou étes-vous? Je suis de  Paris

D'ou est votre mere? Elle est de  Toulouse

D'ou est votre professeur de francais?  Mon professeur de francais est d’Haiti

D'ou est votre amie?  Mon amie est de Québec

D’ou est Michelle Obama?  Michelle Obama est de Chicago, Illinois

D'ou sont les Beatles?  Les Beatles sont de Liverpool, en Angleterre

D'ou sont les Africains?  Les Africains sont d’Afrique

D'ou sont les Parisiens?  Les Parisiens sont de Paris

D'ou est votre pere?  Mon peére est de Marseille

D'ou étes-vous? e suis de Paris




Breaking the French Barrier Beginner "A"
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In this section we will study the pronunciation of more vowel sounds.

This letter sounds like the “ee” in “tee.” This vowel does not sound like anything in English! If
ici visite inutile politesse, Mistigris milice, you round your lips while trying to say “ee,” as in "tee’
pizza, élimine, ami, Christine, Virginie, si ni, you will be close.

Italie tu venu, rue, étudie, minuscule tutu, devenu, du

musique, publicité chute, murmure, pupitre, jupe,
absurde humide
These vowels sound like the 0" in the word "nose,” but
it is actually almost half the sound. You have to try to m

chop off the last part of the long English “o." These letters together sound like “00”
bateau, modeste, photo, vélo, au, cadeau, in “school.
Pauline aussi cause, drapeau, eau nounou, genou, nous, moule, chouchou, route,

couteau, coupe, autoroute, pou, ou, fou, boule

Audio link

Listen to the sound of these vowels:

https://go.tobreak.com/FPOIP2




STEP THREE

BONJOUR. COMMENT ALLEZ-YOUS AUJOURD'HUI?

Legon Un

When you want to find out how someone is Feehng
‘rodoy, you can ask him or her:

Comment allez-vous aujourd’hui?
(How are you today?)

Je vais bien.
(I'm well.)

Je vais comme ci comme ga.

(I'm so-so/O.K.)

Je vais mal.
(I'm bad, i.e., not feeling well.)

To add some extra emphasis to your answer, you can
add the word “trées” meaning “very.”

Je vais trés bien.
(I'm [feeling] very well.)

Je vais trés mal.

(I'm [feeling] very bad.)

You can also ask someone to tell you how another
person is doing. Here are some possib|e guestions you
migh’r ask:

Comment va votre amie aujourd’hui?
(How is your friend today?)

Mon amie va bien aujourd hui.
(My friend is fine today.)

Comment va le professeur?
(How is the teacher doing?)

Le professeur va mal.
(The teacher isn't feeling well.)

Comment vont vos parents?
(How are your parents?)

Mes parents vont comme ci comme ¢a.
(My parents are so-so/O.K.)

Comment vont les éléephants?
(How are the elephants?)

Les éléphants vont tres bien.
(The elephants are very well.)

‘l_:\
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//‘ EXERCICE

Answer the following ten questions aloud or on paper, in complete sentences. Use as
many words and phrases as you can.

Comment allez-vous? Je vais bien

Comment va votre meére? Ma mere va mal

Comment va votre pere? Mon pére va bien

Comment va votre ami?  Mon ami va comme ci comme ¢a

Comment va Céline Dion aujourd’hui? Céline Dion va tres bien aujourd’hui

Comment va votre professeur d'histoire aujourd’hui?

Mon professeur d’histoire va mal aujourd’hui

Comment vont vos amis aujourd'hui? Mes amis vont bien aujourd’hui

Comment va votre pére aujourdhui?  Mon pere va mal aujourd’hui

Comment va votre oncle aujourd’hui?  Mon oncle va bien aujourd’hui

Comment allez-vous? e vais bien

— J N
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In French, when vowels are followed by ‘m” or "n" in the same syllable, the sounds are
nasal - the air goes through the nose. The ‘m” and "n” are not pronounced. There is no

corresponding sound in Eng|ish.

an, en, em, am m

These four combinations are pronounced exocHy the Again, repeat after your teacher or the online
same way! recordings.
Maman, tente, plan, chante pente excellent, lundi, brun, un aucun, chacun, commun,
lentement prend an en comment clan France, opportun, Autun, Verdun, Melun
change, emmener, empoigner campagne, camp,

ensemble There is one more vowel combination you should
know about:

These combinations are identical in sound, too. This is pronounced like the “ou” sound (os in "schoo|")
fin, maintenant vin, chagrin, moulin, feinte, + the sound of “a” (as in “la-la-la").
demain, mince, prochain, ainsi, vain, divin, plein, roi, choisir moi_ poison_ toi, oiseau
masculin, féminin boire croire, trois émoi, joie, croise, soi noisette,
bois

For this one, repeat after your teacher or the online
recordings.
bon, montre, non oncle chanson, tonton, ronde,
pondre, conte, son, Léon accordéon annonce,
concorde

Audio link

Listen to the sound of these letters:

https://go.tobreak.com/FPOIP3




STEP FOUR

EST-CE QUE VOUS ETES ARTISTIQUE?
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When you want to find out what someone is like, you
could ask him or her:

Est-ce que vous étes artistique ?
(Are you artistic?)

Oui, je suis artistique.
(Yes, | am artistic.)

Non, je ne suis pas artistique.
(No, | am not artistic.)

Est-ce que vous étes charmant?
(Are you charming?)
Oui, je suis charmant.

Non, je ne suis pas charmant.

Est-ce que vous étes intéressant?
(Are you interesting?)
Oui, je suis intéressant.
Non, je ne suis pas intéressant.
You can also ask someone to tell you what someone else
is like. Here are some possib|e questions you

mithr ask:

Est-ce que votre ami est prudent?
(Is your friend careful?)

Oui, mon ami est prudent.

(Yes, my friend is careful.)

Non, mon ami n'est pas prudent.
(No, my friend is not careful.)

Comment est votre amie?

(What is your friend like?)

Mon amie est généreuse et charmante.
(My friend is generous and charming.)

Mon amie est intelligente.
(My friend is smart.)

Most adjectives take an “e” at the end when referring to
a female or to a “feminine” word.

Est-ce que votre pére est strict?
(Is your father strict?)

Oui, mon pére est strict.

Non, mon pére n'est pas strict.

Est-ce que ta mére est stricte?
(Is your mother strict?)

Oui, ma meére est stricte.

Non, ma mére n'est pas stricte.

The adjectives used so far in this section should

sound quite familiar to an English speaker (charmant
généreux, intelligent normal prudent strict). It is
because these words are cognates - Jrhey come from the
same Latin roofs - that they are so easily recognizable.
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Here are some other French adjectives whose meanings you could probably guess instantly:

ambitieux conservateur

athlétique cordial

artistique élégant
brillant fameux

comique fantastique

important

impossible
libéral
patient

possible

pratique
religieux
romantique
sincere

stupide

EXERCICES

Using the adjectives that you learned in this section, answer the following ten

questions aloud or on paper. Use a different adjective for each answer.

Est-ce que vous &tes artistique? Oui, je suis  drtistique

Comment est votre ami? Mon ami est  COMique

Est-ce que votre professeur est intellectuel?  Oui, mon professeur est intellectuel

Est-ce que votre mére est prudente?  OUi, ma meére est prudente

Est-ce que Roger Federer est athlétique?  OUI, Roger Federer est athlétique

Est-ce que Simone Biles est athlétique?  Oui, Simone Biles est athlétique

Comment est votre amie? Mon amie est intelligente

Est-ce que votre professeur de francais est ¢légant?

Non, mon professeur de francais n'est pas élégant [ Oui, il est élégant

Est-ce que Marion Cotillard est romantique?  OUi, Marion Cotillard est romantique

Comment étes-vous? J€ suis comique, etc.

—
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1) EXERCICES DE PRONONCIATION

c Jch]lg

In this section and the remaining ones of FIRST STEPS, we will look at French
consonants. A number of French consonants are pronounced exocﬂy as in Eng|ish,

while others are comp|e‘re|y different. Using your teacher or the online recordings as a

model, practice and repeat the fo||owing:

This letter has two different sounds:
When it is followed by the vowels Q, o, or u, or a
consonant, it is pronounced like “c” as in the English
word “cat.:
canard, reconnu, curieux, accuser, raconter,
cacher, cochon, percuter

When “c"is followed by e or i, or when it is written ¢
(this little sign is called “cédille”), it is pronounced like
‘" as in the Eng|ish word “snake.”

certain, civil, commengons, pergu, per¢a

This combination is pronounced like sh” as in the
English word “shirt.”
cherche chocolat chapeau, planche, chien,
tache, échaudé enchanté chapelle, cochon,
choisir chou

This letter has two different sounds:

When it is followed by the vowels a, o, or u, or a
consonant, it is pronounced like ‘g as in the Eng|ish
word “‘gum.”
guide, glissade, gros, rigole, garage, gorge,
mangue, gui

When it is followed by the vowels e or i, it is
pronounced like the “z" in “azure.”

girafe, nage, mangeons, girouette, gymnastique,
Georges

Audio link

Listen to the sound of these letters:

https://go.tobreak.com/FPOI1P4
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STEP FIVE

QU'EST-CE QUE CEST?

When you want to find out what some*hing is, you could point at it and ask:

Qu'est-ce que cest?
(What's this?)

C'est un livre.

(It's a book.)

C'est une chaise.
(It's a chair.)

Here is some useful vocabulary that you can use in the classroom and at home.

+  The word un, meaning “a” or “an,” is used before masculine nouns.

+ The word une (also meaning “a” or “an”) is used before feminine nouns.

“‘ LA CLASSE et LA MAISON

un bureau - desk une montre - watch
une chaise - chair un papier - paper
une chambre - bedroom un professeur - teacher
un crayon - pencil une salle @ manger = dining room
une cuisine - kitchen une salle de bains - bathroom
une école - school un salon - living room
une fenétre - window un stylo - pen
un lit - bed une table - table
un livre - book une voiture - car
une maison - house
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2=p
2 EXERCICE
B

v.

. Study the words presented in this section carefully. Once you feel that you have them fairly well
memorized, draw a little picture of the five words presented below. Try not to look back at the list as
you do this exercise!

]
BZZZZZ 27 22222




Legon Un

EXERCICES

2. Now answer each question, following the model presented.
Qu'est-ce que cest?

N ( C’est une chaise. )

\_ J L Y,

f Cestun livre. I ( .. Clest une école. A
(

\_ J L Y,

f ...cest une voiture. N ( A
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1% EXERCICES DE PRONONCIATION

h L Lill Lil

Here dre some more consonants:

This letter is never pronounced!

héros, histoire, heure, habitation, Hollande,
hétel hors d'euvre, hélicoptere, hippopotame,

herbe, homicid

This consonant is pronounced like the " in the
English word “azure” (meaning light blue).

jeune, injuste, journal, jaune Japon, réjouir.

ajuster. Jupiter, joli, jambe, Jaguar, jupe, justice,

joue

These combinations are pronounced like the “y" in the
Eng|i5l’1 word ‘vear.
fille, soleil il feuille, oreille, billet, bouteille,
appareil, brillant sillon travail, travaille, réveil

Attention: There are a few exceptions when the “ill”
or ‘il" is pronounced like the “I" in the English word
“love"

mille fil ville millionaire, crocodile

Audio link

Listen to the sound of these letters:

https://go.tobreak.com/FPOIP5
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EXERCICES DE REVISION <CJ‘.’

The Fo||owing exercises draw on the new material you learned in the first five sections of Lesson One. Feel free to
go back to look over earlier pages if you get stuck on any question. This “Review Quiz" is a great chance for you fo
get practice on many key ideas. Bonne chance! Good luck!

1. Answer the following questions:

a. Comment vous appelez-vous? Jé m'appelle Rebecca.

b. Comment sappelle votre acteur préféré?  Mon acteur préféré est Omar Sy.

c. Est-ce que vous étes artistique? NON, je ne suis pas artistique.

d. Comment allez-vous aujourd’hui?  Trés bien.

e. Dou étes-vous? Je suis de Montréal.

f. D'ou est votre amie? Mon amie est de Paris

2. Write a list of three words that are associated with each category:

a. la classe: professeur ) livre crayon

1

b. la maison: table ) cuisine lit

3. Finally, write three sentences that describe good friends of yours. Where are they from?
How are they today? What words could you use to describe them?

Answers will vary.







