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Under 13’s
B&F – Eadie Canavan

Eadie has been such a strong leader for our team this season. 
Playing as a goal shooter, she is feisty, passionate, and 
always consistent. Week after week she’s come up against 
tough opponents, but she continues to shine through and 
make a huge impact for our team. Congratulations, Eadie!

Runner up B&F - Heidi Wilson

Heidi has been outstanding for us this season, playing across 
goal attack and mid-court. She chases every ball until it’s in 
her hands, and her accuracy under pressure is a real strength. 
Heidi is also a great leader on court, showing versatility and 
talent well beyond her years. Congratulations, Heidi!

Most improved – Mackenzie Wollett
Kenzie has come such a long way this season, and it’s been 
amazing to see her confidence grow. When she gets her long, 
stretchy arms out in wing defense, she’s an absolute pest to 
play against! She’s tried all three defensive positions, and has 
grown into each role. Kenzie is always asking the right 
questions and genuinely wanting to get better, a true credit to 
her improvement this year. Congratulations, Kenzie!”

Coaches award – Poppy Finch
Poppy has really stepped up as a leader in her final year of 
Under 13s. She owned her role as our trusty wing attack, 
where she’s flourished and built so much confidence. At the 
same time, she’s been our reliable fallback — playing every 
position from defense to mid-court to shooting whenever we’ve 
needed her. Poppy is sharp, smart, and adaptable, and always 
asking the right questions to improve. She helps lift her 
teammates when they’re down and is one of the first to get 
everyone going before the game. Poppy, you’ve been a true 
all-rounder and leader this season — congratulations!

-          Izzie and Ellla (U13 Coaches)

Winchelsea Junior Football Netball Club 
Presentation Night
by Shae Callahan

It was standing room only last Thursday 
night as the Winchelsea clubrooms were 
filled to bursting for the Junior Football 
and Netball Presentation Night. The 
atmosphere was buzzing, with families, 
friends, and players turning out in force 
to celebrate a fantastic season.

The kitchen staff were run off their feet 
serving meals to the huge crowd, and 
did it all with smiles — a big thank you 
for your tireless dedication throughout 
the year.

This season has been one of exciting 
growth for our juniors. On the football 
side, the club proudly introduced an 

Under 12s team to complement the 
Under 10s, and ran a hugely successful 
AusKick program. Adding to the 
excitement, all of our junior footballers 
were presented with their very own 
personalised footy cards — a keepsake 
they’ll treasure — thanks to Jason from 
Nogueira Photography.

Netball was equally strong, with the 
introduction of our very first Under 10s 
team, a successful NetSetGo program, 
and plans already locked in for summer 
competition — featuring two Under 11s 
teams, two Under 13s teams, an Under 
15s and an Under 17s side. The Under 

11s capped off a remarkable winter 
season with just one loss, and were 
proudly presented with participation 
medals from the club in recognition of 
their efforts.

The night was a true reflection of the 
pride, support, and sense of community 
that continues to grow within our club.

And of course, the highlight of the 
evening — the presentation of awards, 
celebrating the achievements and 
dedication of our junior footballers and 
netballers.



Winchelsea Star 23 September 2025     3  

 Under 15’s
Joint  Best and Fairest – Lexi Czerniawski
Lexi, you’ve been a standout all season – consistent, 
reliable, and always giving your best for the team. You’ve led 
by example and shown true sportsmanship. Congratulations 
on Best and Fairest.

Joint Best and Fairest – Madilynn Finch
Moo, your effort and determination never go unnoticed. 
You’ve been a key part of the team’s success, always 
stepping up and showing such passion for the game. Well 
done on Best and Fairest.

Runner Up Best and Fairest – Heidi Wilson

Heidi, your hard work, grit, determination, consistency, and 
drive have been incredible this year. You’ve made such an 
impact every week, and this award is so well deserved.

Most Improved – Ashlyn Gardiner
Ash, the improvement you’ve shown this season has been 
amazing. You’ve grown in confidence and skill, and it’s been 
so rewarding to watch you develop. Keep it up!

Coach’s Award – Esther Grimmer
Esther, you’ve brought positivity, effort, and team spirit every 
time you stepped on the field. I asked so much of you this 
year out on the court, and your ability to execute all of it is a 
credit to your determination. You’ve been an absolute joy to 
coach, and this award recognises everything you’ve given 
the team.

-          Ieisha (15s Coach)

 

Under 17’s
Best and fairest - Tallulah Dunn
Lulu has had a breakout first year at Winchelsea, playing 
17’s and B grade. She also got the opportunity to make her 
debut in A grade, one of the best juniors to play at the club, 
she has had great growth and development in her first year 
at the club.

Runner Up Best and Fairest - Reani Mawson

Reani has always been a strong attacking player who can 
shoot goals. This year we really focused on her defensive 
game to round out her playing ability. We saw Reani’s 
defensive game grow and develop and we hope she 
continues to work on this for years to come

Coaches award - Lexi Czerniawski
Lexi has been a ray of sunshine this year with an enormous 
amount of playing potential and skill. She has demonstrated 
she is coachable continuously asking for feedback and 
executing what is being asked of her.

Most Improved - Mia White
Mia has had a year of significant improvement, always 
putting in 100% at trainings and wanting to learn, we have 
seen such improvement and growth.

Most Valuable Player - Monet Drew
Monet has had a standout year this year. Having just taken 
out the Meagan Dean Under 17 League Best and Fairest 
award. Monet started her training before the start of the 
season, her determination, grit and resilience shines through 
in every game, always delivering on what is asked and 
doing what she needs to do for her team.

-          Casey (17s Coach Continues Page 4
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 Junior Club Person Award – Hannah Humphries.
This award is very special as it recognises a junior member 
who goes above and beyond to help our club, showing 
commitment, teamwork, and a true love for our community.

This year’s Best Junior Club Person Award goes to someone 
who is always willing to lend a hand whether it’s helping with 
NetSetGo, supporting our Under 11s or helping out on the 
BBQ. She is reliable, positive, and never hesitates to get 
involved wherever she’s needed.

We are so lucky to have her as part of our club, and we are 
incredibly grateful for all the time and effort she puts in.

Congratulations to Hannah Humphries – thank you for 
everything you do!

Continued from Page 3
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Guides Help 
Celebrate 
Winchelsea RSL 
Centenary
The RSL invited the local Girl 
Guide Unit to help celebrate 
their special day at the Eastern 
Reserve last Sat., we did some 
PR for Guides and erected some 
camp gadgets, including a 
Flagpole, rotary clothes line, & 
towel rack. 
We also made & sold pancakes to help 
raise funds for our Unit. Many thanks to 
those who supported our efforts. 

During the school holidays we will be 
visiting ‘Scienceworks’ as part of our 
Outer Space badge where we will attend 
the ‘Starlight ‘Presentation. 

The girls have also made ‘rockets’, 
papier mache ‘planets’, ‘space’ food, and 
they had a ‘Space-co’ disco. For Father’s 
Day they made a slice to share with their 
dads, and also played ‘Minute –to-win-it’ 
challenges with them. 

On Sat 6th Sept they joined with other 
guides in the district for a District 
gathering at ‘Tallawalla ‘Guide camp.

We welcome girls 5-15yrs to come and 
join us. We meet on Mon 4.30-6pm at 
the Catholic hall, Harding St. During 
Term.  ‘Come & try’ for 3 nights free.

Contact - Yvonne ph 0448 672 630 
         Or    Lily ph 0428 936 441

Get out of pain and back to life.
Build a foundation for lifelong wellness.

Perform at your absolute best.

Family Healthcare - Naturally through Chiropractic

Here for your Vitality...
03 52672240 Shop 4/21 Hesse St Winchelsea

www.onebodychiropractic.com.au

All four streams open 
on September 1 - close 
September 30

NOW 
OPEN

• Community Initiative                                        
Grants up to $5,000

• Natural Environment                                             
Grants up to $8,000

• Minor Capital Works                                          
Grants up to $15,000

• Health and Wellbeing                                        
Grants up to $5,000

Scan the QR code to find out 
more or call grants team on 
5261 0600 to discuss your idea 
and ask any questions. 

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Grants



Winchelsea Star 23 September 2025     7  

Celebrate Positive Ageing 
Month in Winchelsea and 
Moriac 

1 - 31 O
ctober

From dance and movement to trivia and 
information sessions, we’re proud to support 25 
events and activities to celebrate the Victorian 
Seniors Festival.

View Winchesea-Moriac events via                   
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/PAMWinchelsea

Check out the full calendar of events at 
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/PositiveAgeingMonth 
or call 5261 0600.

1-31 October

Fleet Servicing, 
Repairs and Tyres
Contract T26-006

Council invites tenders from suitably 
qualified suppliers to provide 
mechanical servicing and repairs, and/
or tyre replacement and repairs for 
Council’s light and heavy fleet on an 
as-required basis.

Tender documents can be 
downloaded from TenderLink at no 
cost.

Tenders to be lodged 
electronically via Tenderlink:                                                     
https://portal.tenderlink.com/
surfcoast

Tenders close 2pm,                               
Friday 17 October 2025.

Last Print Run For 
Surf Coast Community 
Arts Calendar Coming 
In 2026
The 2026 Surf Coast 
Community Arts Calendar will 
be the last edition in print, 
as Surf Coast Shire Council 
develops new avenues for 
nurturing, celebrating and 
promoting artistic activity.
The much-loved calendar has been 
produced and printed annually for more 
than 25 years, celebrating and 

promoting local artists of all ages and in 
particular emerging creatives.

The annual community art exhibition and 
competition which accompanied launch 
of the calendar each year will continue, 
alongside other activities in a new Arts 
Initiative Program.

Submissions for the 2026 and final 
calendar edition are now open, and 
artists are being encouraged to get 
entries in by 21 September to help make 
it a grand print-edition finale.

From 2026-27 the new Arts Initiative 
Program will present an annual 
facilitated project that changes in theme, 
art form and location each year.

Council’s Arts Team will be excited to 

share more details about the program in 
2026. Future arts investment will focus 
on programs that:

•	 Engage a broader range of artists 
and art forms

•	 Introduce new audiences to 
creativity across the region

•	 Provide inclusive opportunities 
across age groups, and

•	 Align with Council’s Health and 
Wellbeing Plan.

Artists can find submission details for 
the last print calendar edition via 
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/calendarcomp
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 Winchelsea Taxis is now Surfcoast Taxis 
Our fleet of vehicles are growing to all late models and we are covering  

an extended area including Winchelsea, Colac, Bannockburn, Inverleigh,  
Great Ocean Road and Geelong. 

We have a fleet of 10 seater Maxi Vans, all with capacity to carry wheelchairs. 
 

Surfcoast Taxis Pty Ltd 
All Bookings: 0408 325 992 
Fax: 5267 2699 
Email: bannotaxis@gmail.com 
(Admin or Stan 0429 672 888) 
66A Batson Street 
Winchelsea 3241 

 

Accounts NDIS provider. TAC, DVA etc 
 
NDIS provider number 4050001044 
NDIS provider number 4050001048 

 

SIMPLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

YOUR STORAGE PROBLEMS SOLVED

• Personal & Business Storage

• Boat, Caravan & Vehicle Storage

• High Security Premises

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Electric Gate Access

• 7 Day Access & CCTV

5267 3116
6 ALSOP DRIVE, WINCHELSEA 3241

Rokewood

Bannockburn

Winchelsea
Beeac

Acute Care*    
Urgent Care*

Residential Aged Care*

Communtiy Nursing
Dietetics
Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy

Diabetes Education
Social Support Groups
Counselling
Home Care
Health Promotion 

www.hesseruralhealth.com.au   
P: (03) 5267 1200  E: reception@hesse.vic.gov.au

* services from Winchelsea only

 E s t .  1 9 7 7

Leig h  L u p t o n
0 4 3 8  8 4 0  1 0 4

C h r i s  L u p t o n
0 4 0 7  6 8 1  5 1 4
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from The Conversation, Nicole Hasham, 
Energy + Environment Editor

No Community 
Is Immune
Climate change is already harming 
communities and systems essential to 
life in Australia, and millions of people 
across the continent will be threatened 
by heatwaves, megafires, rising seas 
and other harms in a rapidly warming 
world.

That’s the sobering message delivered 
in Australia’s first National Climate Risk 
Assessment. Andrew B. Watkins, 
Associate Research Scientist in Climate 
Science, Monash University, and his 
colleagues helped author the 
assessment and say climate change will 
touch every corner of the continent – 
from homes to health, and the economy 
to the environment. No community or 
individual is immune.

 ‘Cascading, compounding’: 
five key takeaways from 
Australia’s national climate 
risk assessment
By Graham Readfearn, Guardian 
Australia’s environment and climate 
correspondent

The report, released on Monday by the 
Albanese government, looked at 10 
“priority hazards” such as bushfires, 
flooding and extreme heat and the risks 
they presented all across Australia’s way 
of life – from its oceans to its 
communities and the country’s economy.

Here are five important takeaways from 
the report.

1. Everybody and everything 
will be affected
What’s clear from the report is that every 
aspect of life in Australia is being 
disrupted and changed. Nothing is 

spared, with an overwhelming array of 
impacts that cut across each other.

The risk to eight “key systems” are 
assessed in the report, from the 
economy, food systems and 
communities to health, national security, 
First Nations peoples, transport, energy 
and the natural environment.

2. Heat-related deaths spiral
Heatwaves are identified as the climate 
hazard already causing the most deaths, 
with 1,202 estimated fatalities between 
1967 and 2022. But at 2C of global 
heating, the risks escalate steeply.

For example, the report suggests annual 
heat-related deaths would go up by 
190% in Sydney and 126% in Melbourne 
compared with today’s levels.

3. Expect worsening coastal 
flooding
Global heating would push up sea levels 
around the planet as ice sheets and 
glaciers melt and the warmer ocean 
expands.

One headline figure from the report is 
that by 2050, more than 1.5 million 
people would be living in areas around 
the country that would be hit by rising 
sea levels and coastal flooding

4. The economic cost of 
climate change
The report makes clear that the 
economic costs of worsening climate 
hazards such as bushfires, storms and 
floods will be substantial.

According to the report, the costs of 
extreme weather have more than tripled 
over the past three decades “with the 
rate of growth of the financial impact of 
extreme weather outpacing the rate of 
economic growth.

5. Our natural environment is 
not coping
Australians share the country with a 
stunning array of habitats and unique 
species that have not evolved to live in a 
country where the climate conditions 
change so quickly.

“The pace and scale of projected climate 
change will move beyond the realms of 
recorded experience, making it difficult 
to predict outcomes with certainty,” the 
report says.

Across marine, land and freshwater 
environments, there has already been 
recorded signs of ecosystem collapse in 
at least 17 ecosystems.

Climate Risk Assessment’s 
‘high risk’ warning for 1 
million Australian homes
ABC News 

One million homes could become 
effectively uninsurable by 2050, while 
the costs of insurance for others could 
rise dramatically.

The warning for housing was part of the 
most comprehensive assessment of 
climate impacts to Australia undertaken 
by the federal government.

Environment

The Climate Report
compiled by Judy Cameron
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Send your stories and photos
news@winchelseastar.org.au

LOCAL NEWS and ARTICLES WELCOME
Include name and address of  the sender 
Email news@winchelseastar.org.au OR

Leave a written note at IGA Supermarket Main St

DEADLINE 5pm Fridays
4pm Sundays - written articles left at IGA

 6pm Sundays - sports results and weekend events

EDITOR 5273 0295  
Leave a message

ADVERTISING
advertising@winchelseastar.org.au 5273 0294 

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
www.winchelseastar.org.au

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/TheWinchelseaStar

Next Production Coffee Meeting 
Sat 27 Sept 9am  @ La Hoot 

All Welcome - come for a coffee!

This Week’s Winchelsea Star
Editor - Yvonne Stevens 	 Designer - Tony Phelps

 

Interested in Movies?  
Join up for 2025 Spring Season.  

Movie starts 7.30 pm monthly at Globe Theatre.  

Membership $40 for all 5 nights incl supper.   

Contact:  Jenny: 0409 672054      Sue : 0413 487915 

Movies@growingwinchelsea.com  

www.growingwinchelsea.com/projects  
 

August 21t                The Courier 

September 18th      The Old Oak 

October 16th           Wicked Little Letters 

November 20th       Anatomy of a Fall 

December 11h         A Street Cat Named Bob 

 

August 21st                 The Courier  

September 18th        The Old Oak  

October 16th              Wicked Little Letters 

November 20th         Anatomy of a Fall  

December 11th         A Street Cat Named Bob 

 

 

Winter is almost upon us it’s now 1me to 
stock up on kindling to help keep that fire 

going. 

Large bags for only $7 

Pick up or delivery can be arranged 

Please contact the Men’s Shed 

Or call in at 51 Hesse Street 
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stock up on kindling to help keep that fire 
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Large bags for only $7 

Pick up or delivery can be arranged 
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Or call in at 51 Hesse Street 

 

KINDLING
Large bags for only $7
PICK UP or DELIVERY 

Contact the Men’s Shed

0407839139
or call in at 51 Hesse Street

	Winchelsea Men’s Shed 
 

 
 

For The Community 
 

51 Hesse Street 
 

Every Wednesday from 9:30am 
 

New members always welcome 
 

For more detail contact: 
Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator) 

0407 839 139 
or 

winchmenshed@gmail.com 
 

Need a job done?  
Woodworking jobs,  

furniture repairs, small jobs.  
Drop in and talk to us. 
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Winchelsea Lions Club, 
IGA BBQs 

have resumed after the winter break. 
9am till 12 on the first Saturday of the 

Month. Outside IGA. All proceeds go to 
the IGA community chest. 

Come along and 
help your local community. ________________________

WANTED 
Chook Manure

The Winchelsea Men’s Shed are 
seeking some chook manure for the 

community vegetable garden. 
Please contact Clyde Stephenson on 

0407 436 083 if you can help out.________________________
SMALL RUNNING 

GROUP
 Sunday mornings 8am at La Hoot. 
Small run group - social run, jog and 
chat. We wait for slower runners and 

walk when one of us needs a rest. The 
aim is 10k, option of 8 or 5k it’s up to 

you. To finish, a coffee at La Hoot. ________________________
CUBS 

AND JOEYS
For information, or to get involved,  

contact Marie McPadden 0409330147 
or mcpadden630@bigpond.com________________________

WINCHELSEA 
LIONS CLUB 

Recycled compressed paper logs 
Great for wood burners, fires and fire 

pits. Burn for over an hour, ash great for 
gardens, no chainsaw needed. 
Pack of 4 logs $5, small rolls $2

 Alan 0476 47522________________________
WINCHELSEA 
PICKLEBALL

Pickleball is back! The Tennis Club is 
running this every Wednesday 7:00pm 
at the Winchelsea Leisure Time Centre! 
Only $5 a person All equipment supplied 

Wear suitable footwear
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197________________________

WINCHELSEA 
TENNIS CLUB

JUNIOR COACHING 
Mondays from 3.30pm 

with experienced Nicole Mullen $10________________________

WINCHELSEA 
GIRL GUIDES 

Welcomes girls 6-15 yrs
Mondays, 4.30pm-6pm (school terms) 
St John’s Catholic Church Winchelsea

Fun, friendship, and adventure. 
Developing teamwork, and leadership 

skills, whilst girls achieve goals, improve 
communities and grow in confidence.

3 FREE sessions to come along and try.
Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630  

or Lily Dell Rennie 0428 936 441________________________

WINCHELSEA OP SHOP 
ITS ON AGAIN. 

$5 BAG OF CLOTHES.

Once again your Local Op Shop is 
offering ladies, mens and children’s 
clothes for $5 a bag. 
Get in and get a bargain for the school 
holidays. 
Just a reminder of our 1/2 price book 
sale also available at the Op Shop over 
the holidays. ________________________

Winchelsea Star 
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

email editor@winchelseastar.org.au or leave at Winchelsea IGA

Social Bridge is played at 
Senior Citizens Centre

36 Harding Street Winchelsea
New players always welcome
Elaine Atkinson 0458 009 616

FREE 
COMMUNITY 

NOTICES

ADVERTISING DOGS AND CATS
The Domestic Animals Act has certain 
requirements around placing ads for 

pets/animals. The ad must include the 
microchip number of each pet, and a 

Source Number obtained online from the 
Pet Exchange Register $23.85. 

GET YOUR BOOTS ON AND 
KICK UP YOUR HEELS

AT THE 
MODEWARRE HALL

Starring

BUSH
DANCEALL 

WELCOME

Saturday 8th November

Family $25
or Adult $10

Kids $5

Sausage Sizzle & Supper provided
5:3

0p
m
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Community Information

BUS TO THE HUB
For reservations on the weekly bus  

to the Eastern Reserve Hub,  
please phone 52671202.

WINCHELSEA 
GIRL GUIDES

Our Unit meets at the Catholic Church Hall, 
Harding St Winchelsea each Monday 4.30pm-6pm

All girls 5yrs- 15yrs Welcome!
Contact Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630

or Lily Del Rennie Ph. 0428 936 441

COUNTRY WOMEN'S 
ASSOCIATION 

7pm second Wednesday of month  
Winchelsea Senior Citizens’ Hall 

WINCHELSEA TAXI
 0429 672 888 or 5267 2888 

Wheelchair accessible  
10 seater bus available.

SERVICES & ACTIVITIES IN WINCHELSEA

Winchelsea and District  
COMBINED PROBUS CLUB 

st Monday of the month at 10am.  Senior Citizens Rooms,  
Harding St, Winchelsea.  

New members always welcome. 
Enquiries Lorraine 0417 467 927

VLINE TRAIN SERVICES
TO MELBOURNE:
Mon - Fri 		  6.21(coach) 07.55, 11.10, 14.04, 16.58, 19.21
Sat - Sun 		  9:34, 14.04, 16.58 19.18

TO WARRNAMBOOL:
Mon - Fri 		  8.58, 11.51, 14.46, 17.28 (coach), 18.43, 20.53
Sat - Sun 		  8:48, 11.41, 14.46, 20.38

1st Modda & 1st Winchelsea 
SCOUT GROUP

Joeys: Tuesdays of school term 5-6pm  
Cubs: Mondays of school term 6:30-8pm  

Scouts: Tuesdays of school term 6:30-8:30pm  
All at Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd

Venturers: Wed at Walton’s Rd Venturer Den 
Contact Marie McPadden 0409 330147

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
Every second Thursday 10am-12pm 

St Thomas Anglican Church Hall 
cnr Barwon Tce and Hopkins St, Winchelsea 

Contact: Danni Menzies 0432019944  
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com 

Facebook - Winchelsea Playgroup 2019 
New families welcome

SURF COAST 
MOBILE LIBRARY
Hesse St, Fridays, 2pm-5pm 

Surf Coast Mobile Library  
parked in Hesse Street (outside Shire Hall)  

Fridays 2:00 and 5:00pm unless it is a Public Holiday.

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

WINCHELSEA TRANSFER STATION
55 Cressy Road, Winchelsea

Tuesday 	 2pm-4pm	 Saturday 	 1.30-3.30pm
Thursday 	 2pm-4pm	 Sunday 	 9.30-12.30pm

Closed on Christmas Day,  
but open on other public holidays 

that fall during their normal operating hours.
www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/disposalsites

SOCIAL BRIDGE 
Senior Citizens Centre

36 Harding Street Winchelsea
New players always welcome

Contact Elaine Atkinson 0458009616
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Gardening Tips 
Peter Groves

Lambs Ear’s

Plant Lamb’s Ears as a hardy garden border. When in flower they 
attract bees and other pollinating garden insects. 

From www.gardenexpress.com.au/lambs-ear-growing-guide/ 

Lambs Ear, (Stachys byzantina) is a spreading evergreen 
herbaceous perennial. It is part of the Lamiaceae or mints 
family and is native to Iran and the Balkans. Lambs Ear is a 
very hardy fast spreading groundcover that has soft and furry 
silver green foliage. During Spring into Summer lavender 
purple flower spikes appear above the foliage. Lambs Ear 
prefers a full sun to part shade position in the garden with well-
drained soil. They are drought tolerant once established.

From ourpermaculturelife.com/

edible – young leaves in salad, steamed as a green, battered 
(‘lambari’ in Brazil), stir fried
medicinal – Homegrown antibacterial bandage speeds up 
the healing of cuts. Squash leaves and put on bee stings and 
insect bites. 
sensory gardens – great in children’s gardens and healing 
gardens – people love to feel the thick felt-like leaves 

Ed note: For information on various composting methods 
look at the Gardening Australia website www.abc.net.au/
gardening/ and Search for ‘composting; It also explains 
how to make manure tea, which is a liquid solution made by 
steeping manure in water Photo: homesandgardens.com 

 Photo: gardenerspath.com
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Earlier this year I created a detailed survey for the community to 
have an opportunity to voice their interests in this respect.  We 
had just over 200 respondents (I was hoping for 1000).  Some of 
the results (which I have shared with the Surfcoast Shire) were: 

•	 A request for a much longer season length:  The new pool 
will be heated, and residents would like to see the pool open 
for longer.  14 weeks a year is not long enough. A popular 
option was opening from October or early November to the 
end of April.   I note that the Surfcoast Shire has already 
made public that the season length of the Winchelsea Pool 
will not change for the 2025/6 season which is disappointing. 
Especially after spending 8.9 million dollars and having the 
pool closed for 2 years.  One would hope that a budget 
review and increase of the allocated funds for operational 
costs would naturally follow such a revamp project of this 
scale. Why upgrade it for the townsfolk to look at it through 
closed doors and a wire fence and not be able to develop 
and  use it to its maximum capacity?  

•	 Interest in an early morning lap swimming option (for 
example 2- 3 days a week): A split shift in opening hours 
with an early morning lap swimming session from 6.30am – 
11.30am available midweek (examples could include either a 
Mon, Wed, Fri, or a Tues and Thur) would enable people to 
get some fitness and lap swimming in before work, and would 
also cater to others who would like to access the pool for 
fitness (after school drop off at 9am for example). Parents of 
toddlers and pre-school children could also go for a morning 
swim before the heat of the day set in, and before their little 
ones nap time.  

•	 Remaining open later than 6pm on hot days: This would 
also be possible with a split shift option as discussed above.  
Open hours from 6.30am – 11.30, and then again from 
3.30pm – 7.30pm would enable patrons time to access the 
pool after work and school for example.  The Secondary 
school buses don’t return to town until between 4.30 and 
5pm, and 9-5 workers who travel also don’t return until after 
5.30 so it is just common sense to have the pool remain 
open later so people can get their exercise in after 5.30pm.  
Day light savings and light availability is obviously a factor 
for consideration and safety, especially given the Shire did 
not include overhead lighting in their revamp plans (why not 
do I hear anyone ask?? Let me get in early and suggest 
we include overhead light installation in next years budget 
please!). It is however generally still light till between 7 and 
7.30pm even in Early April.  

•	 Offering learn to swim sessions in 4th term and 1st term 
in addition to the standard 2 week long VicSwim summer 
holiday intensive: Residents commented that it would be 
nice to not have to travel 30km for swimming lessons for 
their children, and that they would love to be able to access 
an after school learn to swim program locally.  With so many 
young families moving to this area, the need for this is only 
going to grow in future years.  

•	 Offering Hydrotherapy and gentle water exercise classes for 
injury management, seniors exercise classes, the mobility 
impaired and anyone who loves water aerobics! There is 
so much scope for providing a water exercise class that 
is suitable for seniors, and those suffering from mobility 
impairment.  Water aerobics and hydrotherapy is also a 
fun and fabulous activity for general fitness that can be 
accessed by all ages. For people suffering Osteoarthritis 
and Osteoporosis, gentle water exercise is often the best 
and safest option available due to the benefits that buoyancy 
and warm water provides. With an at capacity nursing / 
retirement home in town, and many elderly people living in 
the community a program like this an obvious no brainer. 

I believe there is a solid argument for local council to consider 
extending the season length and hours of operation in future 
years. Four key reasons are:

1.	 Population growth and rising demand justify extended pool 
hours, including early mornings, to accommodate work 
schedules, schools, carers, and fitness routines.

2.	 Health benefits for ageing or mobility-limited residents and 
those accessing hydrotherapy or gentle exercise programs 
should not depend on distant facilities.

3.	 Equity and fairness: Torquay, because of its coastal appeal, 
garners outsized public investment. Winchelsea, though 
inland, is emerging as a significant centre and deserves 
proportional support.

4.	 Alleviating pressure on overcrowded beaches: A local pool 
that’s open longer reduces reliance on congested surf areas, 
improves water safety, and supports year-round physical 
activity.

While Torquay rightly receives investment for world-class aquatic 
facilities, Winchelsea’s rapidly growing population, lack of local 
wellness infrastructure, and logistical challenges merit greater 
funding. Extending season length, providing early-morning 
lap lanes, and expanding swim and therapy options would 
significantly enhance access to health, wellbeing, and recreation. 
This fairly and sustainably addresses community needs.

Haidee Benning grew up in Winchelsea during the 70s and 80s riding horses, playing netball and swimming at the 
local pool. At 18 the pull of the sea called her to the coastal townships of Anglesea, Aireys Inlet and Torquay where 
she worked for the next 6 years not only in education and childcare but also in healthcare as a Remedial and Sports 
massage therapist.  

As a long term Yoga and Qi Gung practitioner she has also recently included the healing art of Zen Thai Shiatsu 
Therapy to her practice. In 2024 Haidee had another opportunity to travel and she currently divides her time 
between Phnom Penh in Cambodia, and Winchelsea. When she is back in town, she still works at the local 
Osteopathic clinic and enjoys re-connecting with the local community, both in Winchelsea, along the Surfcoast and 
in Port Fairy.  

Community input needed for Winchelsea Swimming Pool to be at its best
Haidee Benning

Part 4 of 4 weekly parts: An opinion piece on community involvement in the Winchelsea Swimming Pool project
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The Surf Coast Shire has also recently published their own 
survey on the Winchelsea Pool which is open for community 
feedback until 25th August.  This Survey is limited and does not 
provide much room or scope and breadth for commentary.  It is 
mostly focused on getting feedback around cutting operational 
costs further through cost savings on staff wages by closing on 
poor weather days (temperature colder than 22 degrees) whilst 
making a loose suggestion these savings may enable opening 
after 6pm on hot days.    Whilst I am not opposed to this cost 
saving idea, I would like to know how the Shire’s management 
committee can assure the community that the suggested trade 
off of the pool being opened till 7pm – 7.30pm on hot days is 
in fact going to happen. Otherwise we will just see the pool 
closed even more, reliant entirely on the type of summer we get 
weather wise.   

The Surfcoast Shire website states that “revamping the facility 
presents an opportunity to revitalise community use of this 
great space. The Winchelsea pool is a community facility and 
community space that needs ongoing community involvement. 
The future of the Winchelsea pool could involve pool parties 
or exercise programs; using the space as a venue for outdoor 
movies or community celebrations; or the formation of a 
volunteer group involved in operations or working bees. The sky 
is the limit!” 

If you are a local resident and ratepayer of Winchelsea or its 
hinterland region, please reach out to the Surfcoast Shire and 
offer your feedback on this matter.  Every voice counts. And 
if you don’t speak up, and there is an apathetic response, it 
does nothing to encourage local council to go into bat for us to 
support initiatives such as those suggested above. 

I hope some of the community spirit that has ignited action to 
succeed in projects like that of the Mud Hut’s re-mudding, or the 
ongoing advocacy of the “Growing Winchelsea” organisation, 
the coming together of people in support of the Share Shed and 
gardening groups, produce swaps etc may extent an inspiration, 
vision and commitment to seeing this wonderful venue become 
all that it could be for the people who live here. If you want to 
be able to use the pool more than 14 weeks a year, outside 
the hours of 12pm – 6pm, now is the time to start speaking 
up.  If you want increased access to swimming lessons for 
your children or exercise options at times that you can actually 
attend, please tell the Shire.  If you don’t have room on their 
limited response / feedback questionnaire, then send them an 
email as well!

 
     Notice of AGM      
Winchelsea Community 
 House Inc. No. A6247K 
 
Notice is hereby given of the 
Annual General Meeting 
to be held on Friday 17th 
October, 2025, at 1.00pm in the 
Shire Hall Building, 28 Hesse St.  
Winchelsea. 
 
An invitation will be sent to all 
current 2024 members. 
All other interested people are asked 
to email manager@winchhouse.org.au 
so an invitation can be sent.   
Membership, which allows  
attendees to vote, is $2.00 and payable 
at the AGM. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS INCLUDE: 
1.Annual reports from co-ordinators 
& Committee of Management including 
annual statement of income & expenditure. 
 
2. Nominations called from the 
 floor for Chairperson, Treasurer, 
 Secretary/Public Officer as well as five (5) 
 Ordinary Members for the Committee. 
 
The Chairperson will allow any  
business that is relevant to the Annual 
General Meeting to be brought 
forward. 
 
Monique Jacques, Chairperson 

See also Surf Coast Shire press 
release regarding the Winchelsea 

Pool, on Page 24
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 WINCHELSEA FACEBOOK 
Non-profit community Groups and PagesCommunity, Sports, Churches and Non-profits

Community Information

What's on in Winchelsea facebook.com/WhatsoninWinchelsea
Winchelsea FREE facebook.com/groups/winchelseafree
Winchelsea Community Information facebook.com/groups/207538644446972
Winchelsea Classifieds 3241 facebook.com/groups/216942861684082
Winchelsea Lost and Found facebook.com/groups/768187693217518
Winchelsea Op Shop facebook.com/HospitalAuxiliaryOpShopWinchelsea
Winchelsea Shire Hall facebook.com/WinchelseaShireHall
Winchelsea Community House facebook.com/winchelseacommunityhouse
The Green Winchelsea Residents facebook.com/groups/515322772623126
Growing Winchelsea Inc facebook.com/growingwinch
Winchelsea Star facebook.com/TheWinchelseaStar
Winchelsea Movie Club facebook.com/winchelseamovies
Winchelsea Community Market facebook.com/100083362387611
Winchelsea Land and River Care Group facebook.com/envirowinchelsea/
Upper Barwon Landcare Network facebook.com/UpperBarwonLandcare
Winchelsea & District Historical Society Inc facebook.com/Winchelseaanddistricthistoricalsociety/
Winchelsea Wildlife Shelter www.winchelseawildlifeshelter.com/
SCARS - Surf Coast Animal Rescue Service facebook.com/groups/415211698950674
Winchelsea Gardeners facebook.com/groups/779878518703025
Winchelsea & District Historical Society facebook.com/Winchelseaanddistricthistoricalsociety/
Winchelsea Repertory Society Inc facebook.com/winchrep/
Winchelsea Globe Theatre facebook.com/Winchelsea-Globe Theatre-164790897641678
Winchelsea Uniting Church facebook.com/winchelseaunitingchurch
St Thomas' Anglican Church facebook.com/StThomasWinchelsea
St John the Baptist Catholic Church facebook.com/pages/Winchelsea-Catholic-Church/101775670163180
Winchelsea Mainly Music facebook.com/groups/668500343953191/
Winchelsea Health Club facebook.com/WinchelseaHealthClub
Winchelsea Playgroup (School terms only) facebook.com/groups/551663435367031
Winchelsea Girl Guides www.guidesvic.org.au/
Winchelsea/Modewarre Scouts facebook.com/1stModewarreScouts
Winchelsea Fire Brigade facebook.com/winchelseafirebrigade/
Winchelsea SES facebook.com/groups/WinchSES
Country Women's Association - CWA Winchelsea facebook.com/pg/CWAWinchelsea/
Winchelsea Bowls Club facebook.com/Winchelsea-Bowls-Club-533783333344345/
Winchelsea Blues Cricket Club facebook.com/groups/8999049476/
Winchelsea Blues FC facebook.com/WinchelseaFNC/
WYLD Winchelsea Youth Leisure and Drop in facebook.com/groups/569737570027065/
Lions Club of Winchelsea facebook.com/LionsWinchelsea
Winchelsea Probus facebook.com/893535194971083
Winchelsea Golf Club facebook.com/winchelseagc/  

facebook.com/groups/1324943804676697
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Friday’s 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

“Sip, Chat, Share, Care” 

In the Winchelsea Shire Hall. Everyone Welcome, 
Gold coin donation. See you on the 3rd of October 

after the AFL public holiday! 
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Playgroup Victoria has done a write up about Winchelsea playgroup, which 
Winchelsea playgroup is sharing here split across several editions of the Star due to 
its length. Here is the link to the full article: playgroupblog.org/winchelsea-playgroup

“Our Favourite Day of the Week” 
The Saving Grace of Time Spent Together at Playgroup

The uncontrollable comes. 
Sometimes in small waves, 
sometimes the waves 
come crashing, as it was 
for Danni who had her child 
in a frenzy of unknowns, 
born at 29 weeks 
premature. 
Aside from the physical toll that 
takes on both mother and child, 
the emotional strain is long lasting.

Danni’s small community of 
Winchelsea rallied around her 
family when they were able to 
bring home their daughter, Evelyn, 
for the first time. 

After five months in a neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU) and the 
Ronald McDonald House, it was another 
big adjustment.  

While others stared ‘out of curiosity’ at 
the oxygen tank and feeding tube 
Danni’s precious baby had, her local 
community chose kind action. They held 
fundraisers and had a meal train going 
so that Danni and her family of four, who 
had been separated for a large chunk of 
time, tag teaming it to and from the 
hospital, could focus on being just that- 
a family at home, resettling.

“I will never forget it,” said Danni. “It has 
changed my life, for the good and also- it 
was a negative thing- but I have been 
able to empower so many people with 
information around the journey.”

Danni, like her community, has gone on 
to rally around others. She rates 
community as the most important thing. 
It was one of the reasons her family 
chose to move to Winchelsea in the first 
place. Previously, in the bigger regional 
city of Geelong, they were in the rat 
race. They had no yard and lived right 
next to their neighbours but didn’t know 
them. 

In Geelong and Winchelsea, playgroup 
has had a significant role in creating a 

sense of comfort, reassurance, 
distraction and fun for Danni and her 
family. 

“I love it. I have met some really 
amazing people through playgroup, 
bringing people together.”

“Charlie for example had just moved to 
Winch, I randomly saw her at the café 
and we had playgroup that day. Both of 
our daughters, my second born Evelyn, 
was a micro prem and so was Charlie’s 
daughter Aria, so we connected over 
that but she didn’t know anyone in town, 
they had been here for three weeks, so 
that is why I do it because I think it is 
really important to have connection- 
connection to community, connection to 
other families and other children. I just 
have made some really great friends 
and connections through playgroup 
which I am very fortunate to have.”

Charlie won’t forget that small act of 
kindness when Danni invited her to 
come along to playgroup. 

“Having this [playgroup] here has 
opened up so many doors and so many 
friendships for Aria which is huge. She is 
an only child, and she will only ever be 
an only child, so it is so important for us 
to make sure she has got a community 
of peers that she can grow up with.

“That is why we moved to 
Winchelsea because of the 
community and then this has 
just made everything a hundred 
times better.”

Charlie and Danni both had 
similar rocky starts- their 
daughters born at 27-29 weeks.

“It’s crazy,” said Charlie. 

“That was our first experience. 
That is our first child and that 
was our first experience of 
dealing with anything like that 
and being thrown into intensive 
care.”

“We had a really rough start so 
anything for her to engage with 
people is huge for us because 

we had three months of isolation with 
her, so we were always really worried 
about how she would interact with others 
and stuff like that. Having this playgroup 
is just amazing, so incredible for her and 
having that connection with Evy. They 
both weighed 602 grams when they 
were born, both of them. It just blows my 
mind that they were exactly the same.”

One thing often overlooked is the 
ongoing challenges premature babies 
endure, alongside their families. Evelyn 
had grommet surgery and has others 
upcoming. Aria has regular 
appointments at the Royal Children’s to 
get her heart checked.

“It was, for us, it was all about 
community then. It was the support that 
we had that made us rethink our whole 
lifestyle of where we were, where we 
didn’t have a community connection and 
that is why we chose to move to 
Winchelsea for community. This really 
helped us and solidified we have done 
the right thing by coming here to engage 
with this community.” 

“They are all really supportive and I don’t 
know- everyone is like family so it’s 
great.”

Continues next week...
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Soft plastics 
recycling is back!

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/softplastics

Drop off clean, dry soft plastic packaging at no charge at the 
Anglesea Transfer Station.
Soft plastics can be scrunched in your hand – like chip packets, plastic bags, and cling film. They also include 
thicker plastics like pet food bags and squeeze pouches. 

This service is open to households only - commercial quantities not accepted.
Householders can drop off 0.5m3 (equivalent of five large household garbage bags). Larger amounts will be 
charged at $18/m3 to help cover recycling costs.

Soft plastics include items such as:

 Bread bags

 Bubble wrap (clear and 
coloured)

 Cereal bags (the bag that holds 
the cereal)

 Chocolate & other confectionary 
wrappers/bags

 Cling wrap/plastic film

 Coffee bean bags with zip lock 
(remove zip lock)

 Document sleeves

 Fresh fruit and veggie produce 
bags

 Frozen food bags

 Garden fertiliser bags (must be 
empty)

 Magazine and newspaper clear 
wrapping 

 Mesh bags (the ones holding 
oranges, onions)

 Pet food bags

                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Your soft plastics will be baled at Anglesea and sent to 
Melbourne to be recycled into packaging, road materials,                                                                                   
or converted into energy.

Before you visit, check what’s accepted at 
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/softplastics                                                                                                                   
or scan the QR code.

Store Drop 
Off

Look for these symbols

YOUR SOFT PLASTIC PACKAGING
MUST BE CLEAN AND DRY. 

This advertising is supported by the Victorian 
Government through the Kerbside Reform Grant.
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MONDAY-FRIDAY
WINCHELSEA COMMUNITY HOUSE 

9am-2pm, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA TOY LIBRARY
9am-2pm (03) 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MONDAY-SATURDAY
WINCHELSEA HEALTH CLUB 

Accessible - 24 hours
Eastern Reserve, 70 Hopkins St

5267 2336.

MONDAY
CO-WORKING & 

STUDYING SPACE
Mon and Thurs 9am-2pm $10
Winchelsea Community House 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MAINLY MUSIC
Interactive Music 0-4yrs 
10-11am (school terms)

St Thomas’ 25 Barwon Tce 0407838256

WINCHELSEA 
GIRL GUIDES 

4.30pm-6pm (School term)
St John’s, Mercer /Harding St 

Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630  
Lily Dell Rennie 0428 936 441

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

1ST MODDA/
1ST WINCH SCOUTS

Cubs: 6:30-8pm (School term)  
Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd 
Marie McPadden 0409 330147

VINYASA 
YOGA

7pm $25 
Winchelsea Shire Hall, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

TUESDAY

 
Senior Citizens Centre, 

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Elaine Atkinson 0458 009 616

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

1ST MODDA/
1ST WINCH SCOUTS

Joeys: 5-6pm (School term)  
Scouts: 6:30-8:30pm (School term)  

Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd 
Marie McPadden 0409 330147

WEDNESDAY
WINCH WALKERS

9:30-10.30am
Mud Hut (Opposite La Hoot Cafe)

Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea
ralexander@hesse.vic.gov.au

WINCHELSEA ZUMBA DANCE
Combined Zumba Fitness and Gold class. 

6:30-7:30pm @The Globe Theatre. 
Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036 

WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
9.30am 51 Hesse St, Winchelsea

Ray Atkinson 0407839139 
winchmenshed@gmail.com

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE
Wednesdays 1- 3.00 pm

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263

jeanshinners@gmail.com

MOTHER GOOSE SONG & RHYME
2pm (School term) FREE 

Winchelsea Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Wednesday 1-4:pm, Friday 10am-3pm

Hesse St, Winchelsea 

MEL’S DANCE CENTRAL 
Afternoons/evenings Pre-school - teens 

Winch Senior Citizens Club
www.melsdancecentral.com.au

OR Contact Tess:
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292

Join a 
Winchelsea

Community Kitchen

Scan the QR code to sign up

Learn
Cooking skills, budgeting and recipe’s

Cook
With a small group on a regular basis

Share
A delicious meal cooked together 

What’s On

What’s on Weekly
What’s On

PERSONAL TRAINING
STRENGTH CLASSES
KIDS KUNG FU
BOXING
0401417387
sunnygym.com.au
evan@sunnygym.com.au

Strength training and martial arts
for the whole family in Winchelsea

Intro Deal:$35 for2 weeks*

*group classes only, excludes persoanl training.
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Winchelsea
Community 
Foodbank

Fridays, 12 - 2PM
30-32 Hesse Street Winchelsea

For more info, contact Tess
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292

All welcome
No eligibility requirements

CWA WINCHELSEA 
7-8.30pm 2nd Wed monthly
Senior Citizens, Harding St 
winchelsea.cwa@gmail.com

SES WINCHELSEA 
7.30pm 132500

323 Mousley Dr, Winchelsea

THURSDAY
CHAT WITH YOUR COUNCILLOR
10am-12pm First Thursay of month

Winchelsea Shire Hall 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

COWORKING & STUDYING SPACE
9am-2pm $10

Winchelsea Community House,  
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
10am-12pm (School term) $5

St Thomas Hall, 27 Barwon Tce
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
10-11.30am 

Leisure Time Centre, Gosney St
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197

WINCHELSEA KNITTING GROUP
10.30am-12pm FREE

Winchelsea Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MAT PILATES 
6.30pm $25

Winchelsea Shire Hall, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA 
MOVIE CLUB

7.30 (3rd Thurs each month) 
17 September The Old Oak

Globe Theatre, Main St, Winchelsea
growingwinchelsea.com/project/

winchelsea-movie-club/

ZUMBA 
DANCE

Combined Zumba and Gold class
6:30pm-7:30pm @The Globe Theatre. 

Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036 
zumbawithsimone09@gmail.com

FRIDAY
TAI CHI 

9am-10am $10
Winchelsea Community House,

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

COMMUNITY 
FOODBANK

12-2pm 
30 Hesse St, Winchelsea

0417 848 292

PHONICS WITH ROBOT REG 
10.30am (1–3 yrs) 11.30am (3–5 yrs)

(School terms) 
www.robotreg.com.au/pages/shae

CHATTY CAFÉ
10.30am-12.30pm, Gold Coin Donation

Winchelsea Shire Hall, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Friday 10am-3pm
Hesse St, Winchelsea

BIRREGURRA PLANTING DAY
Fri 26 Sept

9.30-11.00 Meet near River

WINCHELSEA 
SENIOR CITIZENS

Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
36 Harding Street, Winchelsea

Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263
jeanshinners@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA RSL
1.30 19 Sept, 17 Oct, 

7.30 21 Nov, 12.00 19 Dec 
Winchelsea Men’s Shed,  

Hesse St, Winchelsea
David Loone 0488 165 109

What’s On
This is a recurring calendar. Please confirm 

details with the organiser/venue if you’d like to attend. 
To add an event to the calendar, 

please email news@winchelseastar.org.au
September/October

What’s On

The
Winchelsea Community Foodbank 

is CLOSED

 Friday 26th of September
for the Grand Final Public Holiday

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Winchelsea
Community 
Foodbank

For more info, contact Tess
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292
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GEELONG REGIONAL LIBRARY 
(MOBILE) 2-5pm 

Old Shire Hall, 28 Hesse Street
0408384331 (During scheduled stops)	

SATURDAY

PARKRUN
8am Trebeck Reserve
Sussex St, Winchelsea 

www.parkrun.com.au/trebeckreserve/

FLOW YOGA 
8.30am, $25

Winchelsea Shire Hall, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA LAND 
AND RIVERCARE 

MONTHLY WORKING BEE  
9am End of Dwyer St. 

Rod Stone 0428 549318 
Stewart Mathison 0428 672054

WINCHELSEA STAR 
PRODUCTION/COFFEE MEETING 

9-10am (Last Sat monthly)
La Hoot Cafe, Main Street

www.winchelseastar.org.au 
5273 0295

WINCHELSEA CROCHET GROUP
1.30pm Every 2nd Saturday $5
Winchelsea Community House, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
reception@winchhouse.org.au

Vee 0467 219 227

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass 5pm each week (Winter season)
Harding St, Winchelsea 0404598558

WINCHELSEA 
COMMUNITY DINNER 

6.30pm (Last Sat each month)
Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

Bring plate &gold coin donation if you can

SUNDAY
RUNNING GROUP  
8am Meet at La Hoot

WINCHELSEA 
COMMUNITY MARKET

9-1pm, 1st Sunday monthly (except Nov) 
Shire Hall car park, Main St

growingwinchelsea.com/project/winchelsea-
community-market/

What’s On

What’s on Weekly
WINCHELSEA 

UNITING CHURCH  
Service 9.30am each week

Hesse St, Winchelsea  
0475 777 301  

uca.winchelsea@gmail.com

ST THOMAS’ 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 

10am each week 
Barwon Tce, Winchelsea 

0477 672 042, 
stthomaswac@gmail.com

Located at 36 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241

Our clinic accepts online bookings via the app called HotDoc.
Download the app on the App Store or Google Play or head to our website.

For any enquires or bookings please contact the clinic on 5292 8028.
Or visit our website: www.winchmc.com.au

Opening Hours:

Monday - Friday    8:00am - 5.00pm

(Monday Evening Clinics available and selected Saturdays) 

• Switch board & lighting upgrades
• Outdoor lighting
• Electrical safety checks
• Energy efficient LED lighting
• Ceiling sweep fans & ventilation
• Energy saving advice 

greenlead@outlook.com

Phone Martin Wilkinson:

0467 097 101

11
32

26
8-

C
G

18
-1

4

Servicing Geelong &
the Surf Coast

Specialising in all residential 
electrical work including:  



Winchelsea Star 23 September 2025     23  

Quick Response 
Grants To Boost 
Projects
Mental health, community gardening, 
and emergency response projects are 
among community-led initiatives to 
receive boosts from Surf Coast Shire 
Council’s 2025 Quick Response Grants 
program.

They are among 14 projects to receive 
funding allocations up to $3,000 
following a competitive submission 
process.

Cr Tony Phelps congratulated successful 
applicants.

“We hope these grants, with quick 
turnaround time, can make significant 
differences across a great range of 
projects,” Cr Phelps said.

“The submissions received represented 
so much good work going on in our 
community.”

Quick Response Grant Program 
recipients are:

•	 Aireys Inlet Community Garden, 
$2,690, to replace unproductive 
garden beds with two wicking beds.

•	 All Aboard DisABILITY Services, 
$1,476 for wearable microphones 
and chargers for theatre projects 
empowering adults with disability to 
express themselves through 
performance.

•	 Torquay Netball Club, $2,560 for 
9-and-under team equipment 
including bibs, balls, whistles and 
magnetic coaches’ board.

•	 Deans Marsh Community Cottage, 
$1,500 for community screening of 
the film Just A Farmer, to support 
mental health awareness and 
reduce stigma.

•	 Moriac Community Network, $3,000 
for creation of community garden 
spaces to bring people together and 
learn about growing food at Moriac 
and District Community Hub.

•	 Torquay Marine Rescue Service, 
$3,000 for new emergency 
response equipment including 

primary response and oxygen 
therapy kits and a spine board.

•	 Ocean Mind, $2980 for purchase of 
four surfboards to increase the 
capacity of the therapeutic program 
supporting young people facing 
mental health challenges.

•	 Torquay and District Landcare, 
$2,000 for purchase of a defibrillator 
to be stored in the Landcare trailer 
for events and community access.

•	 Common Ground Project, $2,562 for 
regenerative farming community 
equipment including accessible and 
inclusive equipment to build 
volunteering capacity.

•	 Torquay Fire Brigade, $2,156 for a 
defibrillator to be mounted at the 
front of Torquay Fire Station.

•	 Art of the Minds, $1,567 for 
purchase of a public address 
system for use during events 
including Mental Health Week, 
replacing need to hire.

•	 Anglesea Community House, $840 
for a project bringing together 
occasional care and men’s shed 

members creating a street library for 
Anglesea community.

•	 Torquay College, $2,000 for 
transport and equipment for a bush 
blitz project taking students onto 
Country to learn about, track, study 
and manage local biodiversity.

•	 Surf Coast Secondary College, 
$1,500 for R U OK? Day 
merchandise for a school event 
promoting connection and mental 
health awareness.

Unsuccessful Quick Response Grant 
applicants have received information on 
other ways they might be able to seek 
support for their projects, including 
Council’s September grants round which 
is now open.

People can visit surfcoast.vic.gov.au/
Grants for information on Council grant 
programs and to access an online grant 
finder tool.
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Surf Coast Shire Council is 
reviewing operating hours 
for the new Winchelsea Pool 
in response to community 
sentiment.
Community members shared 
preferences for summer season 
operations through a recent Council 
survey, calling for consistent opening 
hours across school terms and holidays.

Respondents also called for introduction 
of a closure temperature threshold, with 
closures on colder days potentially 
allowing for longer opening on hotter 
days, weekends or public holidays.

Council’s consultation was scoped on 
the approved 2025-26 pool operating 
budget which sets the total amount of 
time the pool can open for the season.

“We thank community members for 
having shared preferences and thoughts 
during our engagement, and we 
appreciate their wishes to make the 
most of this wonderful new community 
asset,” Cr Tony Phelps said.

“Along with feedback relating to 
operating hours, people expressed 
strong interest in swimming lessons, 
school programs and introduction of lap 
lanes, improved accessibility features, 
and better communication of opening 
hours.

“Council is now considering a range of 
adjustments within the adopted 2025-26 
pool operating budget as we prepare for 
opening of the new summer season in 
late November.”

As a result of the feedback, Council will:

•	 Review opening times, with a focus 
on consistent hours across school 
terms and holidays, within budget 
limitations.

•	 Trial a weather temperature 
threshold for closure of the pool, 
potentially 18 to 20 degrees.

•	 Consider expanding programming 
of Vicswim and school-based 
programs.

•	 Investigate introduction of dedicated 
lap swimming lanes.

•	 Introduce a dedicated Winchelsea 
Pool social media page to share 
program information, opening hours 
and advance notice of temperature 
threshold closures.

•	 Continue working with Council’s 
Youth Team to offer free lifeguard 
training and look to recruit 
graduates from this program into 
lifeguard roles.

The new pool was opened in February 
2025 following an $8.9 million 
redevelopment. The new summer 
season is planned to run from late 
November 2026 to early March 2026 
and opening times will be finalised and 
communicated by mid-October.

Opening hours for the 2024/2025 
season were 10am to 5pm on 
weekends, and 3pm to 7pm Monday to 
Friday. The former pool was open noon 
to 6pm, seven days a week.

View the full engagement report via 
yoursay.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/winchelsea-
pool-20252026-season

Green Links 
Birregurra Planting Day

The Upper Barwon Landcare
Network and Birregurra
Landcare Group...

Invite you to join the community in helping
to plant and guard 500 native trees, shrubs
and grasses to revegetate the Barwon
River in Birregurra township, with an aim to
strengthen our connection with our local
waterway in an urban/town setting. 

What to bring
Weather appropriate
clothing and water bottle
Hammer or mallet
Gloves

Join Us

Date: Friday Sept 26, 2025
Time: 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM
Location:  Meet near river, parking
along Barwon Street (gravel), a
safe distance away from
Birregurra-Deans Marsh Road

What to expect
Ground prep. already done !
Option to plant on flat ground
and/or spots on the
riverbank for the adventurous
Morning tea provided

This revegetation project is supported by
the Victorian Government through the
Green Links Program

Supported by the CCMA and DEECA

Community Feedback Helping Shape New 
Winchelsea Pool Season
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M & L DRAYTON 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
REG No 24356 C/A No C02594 

 Domestic and Rural Plumbing

 Roofing

 Sewerage & Septic

 LPG & Natural Gas Connections

 Motorised Drain Cleaning

 Backhoe Hire

Phone Mark 5288 7244 
PO BOX 98 WINCHELSEA 3241 

Mobile 0428 520 142 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
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122563
2256363
256Call Wazza 

Mob: 0428 877 260
Email: wazza@wazzas.com.au    Web: wazzaswater.com

Water Delivery

WAZZA’S
WATER CARTAGE

Stainless Tanker Up to 22,000 ltr loads
Barwon Water Registered

Domestic & Rural Water Supplies
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Winchelsea 
Churches

Thought for 
the Week 

“Allow life to be the theatre of God, 
in which what seems appropriately 

and necessary in your case, 
will be accomplished 

spontaneously. You must 
trust the process of you own life. 

With the help of our 
Heavenly Father.”

Have a Blessed week.

John Bader, 
Christian Pastoral Carer

Feepik

Winchelsea 
Uniting Church  

0475 777 301 
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com 
Hesse St, Winchelsea 3241
Services 9.30am Sundays

St John the Baptist 
Catholic Church 

0404 598 558 
Father Joseph Panackal  

Harding St, Winchelsea 3241

St Thomas’ 
Anglican Church  

0477 672 042 
Rev Christopher Duff 

Barwon Tce, Winchelsea
Service 10am Sundays

The new Vicar of Winchelsea!
St Thomas Anglican Church Winchelsea has a new Vicar - The Reverend Chris 
Duff.

Chris was born and raised in Geelong (Go Cats!), but has spent most of his adult 
life in Christian ministry up and down Australia’s eastern seaboard. He has spent 20 
years in Melbourne, a decade in NSW, and even 5 years in Tassie ‘planing’ a new 
church on Hobarts semi-rural northern fringe. 

Chris and his wife Naomi have been married nearly 30 years, and have 4 young 
adult chiildren. A couple of them have flown the nest, and couple are still ‘sort of’ at 
home –  they reside at “Hotel Duff”! The family have recently bought a home in 
Winch, and are looking forward to living here and getting to know the people and 
places in the years ahead. 

Chris follows the footy and most sports, loves to drive around Australias’ country 
and bush, and spends plenty of time in the garden, with his chooks, and outside 
generally.  

He is aware of Winchelseas’ long Christian history, streching right back to the early 
settlers of the region. His prayer and hope is that God will continue to bless Winch 
and its surounds, and that many people might come to know God’s love through a 
living and real relationship with Jesus. The bible promises those who believe in 
Jesus have hope, sure fundations, truth, purpose and an eternal life of glory with 
God.  

Feel free to drop into St Toms any Sunday morning to join the congregation for 
‘church’ and meet Chris. You will be warmly welcomed.  

Chris leading church at St Toms on his first Sunday – Father’s Day!
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ACCOUNTANT 
STS Accounting   5267 2673 
AGRICULTURAL 
Southern Grain  5267 2351 
ANTIQUES 
Antique Repairs  0428 672 704 
AUTOMOTIVES 
SJR Automotive  0423 413 829 
Winchelsea Auto  5267 3001 
BANK 
Bendigo Bank  5267 3189 
BUILDERS 
Alford Built  0408 583 362 
Lupton Builders  0438 840 104 
MGT Building  0409 433 687 
CAFE 
Café La Hoot  0407 528 999 
CHIROPRACTOR 
One Body   5267 2240 
CHURCHES 
Anglican  0477 672 042 
Catholic   0404 598 558 
Uniting    0475 777 301 
CLUBS 
Girl Guides  0448 672 630 
Golf   5267 2660 
Lions   4224 0226 
Movie    0409 672 054 
Probus   0417 467 927 
Scouts   0409 330 147 
COMMUNITY 
Community House 5267 2028 
Foodbank  0417 848 292 
Mainly Music  0407 838 256 
Men’s Shed  0407 839 139 
Playgroup  0432 019 944 
RSL   0488 165 109 
Senior Citizens  0427 672 263 
Toy Library  5267 2028 
CONCRETERS 
AMA Concreting  0411 871 950 
Vince Concreter  0412 840 704 
Winchelsea Concreting     0438 235 237 
DANCE 
Mel’s Dance  0400 874 338 
ELECTRICIAN 
Green Lead Electrical 0467 097 101 
EMERGENCY 
Police   5267 2025 
SES   132 500 
ENTERTAINMENT 
COPACC  5232 9418 
EXCAVATORS 
DownRyte Excavations 0409 447 288 
Trenches & Holes  0427 672 945 

FENCING 
Direct Temporary  0417 310 800 
FRAMER 
R&K Creative Framing 5267 2192 
FUNERAL 
Tuckers Funeral  5221 4788 
FURNITURE 
Worpel Custom   0439 013 145 
GYM 
Sunny Gym  0401 417 387 
HEALTH SERVICES 
Hesse Rural Health 5257 1200 
Winchelsea Medical 5292 8028 
HIRE 
Colac Hire  5232 1177 
Tip Truck Hire  0412 840 704 
LAWYER 
Wightons Lawyers 5221 8777 
MOWERS 
All About Mowers 5267 2266 
NURSERIES 
Oz Trees Nursery 5233 6280 
OSTEOPATHICS 
Dr Kale Mazurek  0417 114 617 
Winchelsea Osteo 5267 2948 
PAINTER 
South-West Painting  0431 719 218 
PLUMBERS 
M&L Drayton   0428 520 142 
M&B Wood   0418 319 357 
Simco Plumbing  0400 643 976 
QUARRIES 
RAK Davis & Sons 5267 2094 
REAL ESTATE 
Charles Stewart  5231 5400 
Elders   0418 525 609 
HF Richardson  5229 8017 
SCHOOL 
Primary School  5267 2134 
SPORTS  
Park Run   0408 102 802 
Pickleball  0438 672 197 
STEELWORK 
MRP Steelworx  0418 672 234 
STORAGE 
Storage King  5267 3116 
SUPERMARKET 
IGA   5267 2676 
TAXIS 
Surfcoast Taxi  0408 325 992 
Winchelsea Taxi  0429 672 888 
VET 
Moriac Vet  0447 781 089 
WATER 
Water Supply Specialists 5231 1861 
Wazza’s Water Cartage 0428 877 260 
 

DIRECTORY 

Shop local  - Support our supporters 
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Winchelsea Football Netball Club Inc
Hopkins St, Winchelsea winchelseafnc@hotmail.com

Blues News
Janet Fletcher

 
Sport & Exercise

Winchelsea Blues
 · 9 September 2022

Like Comment Share

Write a comment…

11

WINCHELSEA FOOTBALL & NETBALL CLUB INC. 

NOTICE OF 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
Winchelsea Football & Netball Club Inc: A0042789Y

70 Hopkins Street, Winchelsea 3241

Post Office Box 56 Winchelsea 3241

www.winchelseafnc.vcfl.com.au

Affiliated with the Geelong & District Football & Netball League.

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 27th OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30pm in the Members 
Room. Eastern Reserve

All positions have been declared vacant: President, Vice President (2) Secretary, Treasurer and General Committee. 
New nominations will be presented.

If you wish to nominate please fill out a nomination form (available from Janet Fletcher 0400 783 408) and send to The 
Secretary, P. O. Box 56, Winchelsea Post Office 3241, or e-mail winchelseafnc@hotmail.com 

Nomination forms must be received fourteen (14) days prior to the A.G.M. ie: 13th October 2025.

Nomination forms must have the signature of the nominee, a nominator and a seconder.

Nominations will be displayed on the Club’s Website / Facebook page 7 days prior to the A.G.M. 

Please consider becoming a volunteer for the Winchelsea Blues and help guide the Club throughout what will be an 
exciting 2026 Football & Netball season.

GO BLUES!!

WINCHELSEA FOOTBALL & NETBALL CLUB INC. 
COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORMS: 

 
I _________________________________ hereby nominate for the incoming Committee 
of Management for the W.F.N.C. INC. for the season 2025/26 (please tick the 
position nominating for).  
 
Signature: _______________________________ 
 
PRESIDENT_________ VICE PRESIDENT_________ VICE PRESIDENT __________ 
TREASURER _______ SECRETARY ________COMMITTEE MEMBER ______________  
 
NOMINATED BY ________________________ Signature _____________________ 
 
SECONDED BY _________________________ Signature ____________________________ 
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WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
For the Community

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Every Wednesday from 9.30am
51 Hesse Street, Winchelsea

KINDLING/OFFCUTS $7.00 bag
Pickup Wednesdays 9.30-2.30

For delivery, call Bill 0438 083 373

NESTING BOXES Birds/animals

NEED A JOB DONE? 
Woodworking, Furniture Repairs  

Call in Wednesdays to order

Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator) 
0407839139 

winchmenshed@gmail.com

 

 

 

Fun, Interactive music sessions for             
pre-school children (0-4 y.o.) and    

parents/caregivers 

 When: Mondays from 10 to 11 am                                                                                                 
(runs during school terms)                          

Where: St Thomas’ Hall                                   
25 Barwon Tce.                                                  

To Enquire ring:    0407838256 

 

By Doug Burns est. 1976 
 All Furniture 
 French polishing 
 Carving 
 Veneering 
 Wood Turning 
 Porcelain 

 
 

Unusual Requests Welcome 
 

180 Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea 
 

0428 672 704 

Antique Repairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE 

- TIMBER VANITIES 

- BARNDOORS 

- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY 

- REPAIRS & RESTORATION 

0439013145 
wwoorrppeellssaamm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm..aauu    

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE 

- TIMBER VANITIES 

- BARNDOORS 

- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY 

- REPAIRS & RESTORATION 

0439013145 
wwoorrppeellssaamm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm..aauu    

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea 

  
 

Help is available
Speak with someone today

Available 24 hours 13 11 14
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 TRENCHES & HOLES 
PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS  
DRIVEWAYS  
TRENCHER    

KANGA  
EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T) 

TIPPER TRUCK 
ROCK BREAKER  

POST HOLES & FOOTINGS  

PHILLIP ROBERTSON 
PH. 0427 672 945  

A.B.N. 74006896898

TRENCHES & HOLES 
PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS  
DRIVEWAYS  
TRENCHER    

KANGA  
EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T) 

TIPPER TRUCK 
ROCK BREAKER  

POST HOLES & FOOTINGS  

PHILLIP ROBERTSON 
PH. 0427 672 945  

A.B.N. 74006896898

TRENCHES & HOLES 
PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS  
DRIVEWAYS  
TRENCHER    

KANGA  
EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T) 

TIPPER TRUCK 
ROCK BREAKER  

POST HOLES & FOOTINGS  

PHILLIP ROBERTSON 
PH. 0427 672 945  

A.B.N. 74006896898

TRENCHES & HOLES 
PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS  
DRIVEWAYS  
TRENCHER    

KANGA  
EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T) 

TIPPER TRUCK 
ROCK BREAKER  

POST HOLES & FOOTINGS  

PHILLIP ROBERTSON 
PH. 0427 672 945  

A.B.N. 74006896898

TRENCHES & HOLES 
PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS  
DRIVEWAYS  
TRENCHER    

KANGA  
EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T) 

TIPPER TRUCK 
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Winchelsea  
Cricket Club

Hopkins St, Winchelsea 
winchelseacricketclub1858@outlook.com

 

Winchelsea Combined Churches 
(Anglican, Catholic & Uniting Congregations) 

AAnnnnuuaall  CCoommmmuunniittyy  

              DDiinnnneerr    &&    DDiiaalloogguuee      

6.00pm - Friday 10th October 
St John’s Catholic Church Hall 

Harding Street, Winchelsea 

 Nibbles, Two Course Buffet Meal  
plus,  Tea & Coffee 
$20.00 per person  

EEvveerryyoonnee  WWeellccoommee!!  
RSVP essential - by Monday 6th October 

For RSVP and more details contact: 
 

Lyn:  0400 649 652 
Marg:  0418 983 005 
Maureen:  0409 484 229 

- Speaker - 
Local broadcaster, journalist, actor… 

Rob (Snick) Cameron 
 

‘The real sense of community 
in a changing society’ 
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Winchelsea Football Netball Club Inc
Hopkins St, Winchelsea winchelseafnc@hotmail.com

Blues News
Janet Fletcher

Sport & Exercise

The Club’s Vote Count for the 2025 season 
was held at Eastern Reserve last Sunday 
kicking off at 12.30pm in the Bendigo Bank 
Room with the biggest turn out seen for years.
 Last year saw a big increase in numbers attending but last 
Sunday’s head count was fantastic, with many Footballers 
& Netballers unrecognisable in their group themed 
costumes! Seriously good stuff! Thanks to those who 
helped prepare & cook the gold coin BBQ lunch including 
both Senior & Reserves Football Coaches and of course 
Norm Banham doing his usual great job in the kitchen.

Here are the results …..

FOOTBALL SENIORS:
First – Cassidy Parish 84   Second – Tavae Sauni 60   
Third – Caleb Brown 57

Another Parish winning the Blues Best & Fairest, this year 
Cass taking the honours after a very good season indeed. 
Congratulations to him as well as Tav and Caleb polling 
well also, these 3 players are all previous Winchelsea 
Juniors and the Club is very happy to see them doing so 
well at Senior level.

FOOTBALL RESERVES:
First – Bailey Kahle 78   Second – Luke Foot 76   Third – 
Dustin Baker 72

The applause was loud and long for Nugget taking out the 
Reserves Best& Fairest, with everyone in the room happy 
for him to take out the award after being so terribly injured 
late in the season. Congratulations Nugget, and to Luke 
Foot who has had a really consistent season, as well as 
Dusty Baker, one of our most popular players at the Blues.

NETBALL A GRADE:
First – Zoe Tennant 66   Second - Rhiannon Williams 36   
Third - Grace Pullen 28

NETBALL B GRADE:

Tied for First – Connie Royal & Megan Goonan with 38 
votes each.

Second – Rose Hymus 30   Third – Tallulah Dunn.

NETBALL C GRADE:
First – Emma McClean 47   Second – Ieisha Brown 43  
Third -  Anna Smart 23

NETBALL D GRADE:
First – Emily Wilson 47    Second – Jasmine Anderson 34   
Third - Claire Harrison 29

NETBALL E GRADE:
First – Mikayla Treacy 43   Tied for Second – Laura 
Robertson & Britt Fox with 15 votes 

Third – Britt Hercus 10.

NETBALL UNDER 19’S:
First – Caitlin Urquhart 34   Second – Kalarni Boddington 
30   Third – Emily Caldicott 23.

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to all players who have pulled on the boots 
and taken to the Netball courts for the Winchelsea Blues in 
2025, the Club hopes you have enjoyed your season of 
sport with us and will be back better than ever in season 
2026.

The Blues Presentation Night is happening on Friday the 
3rd October at Buckley’s Entertainment Centre at 6pm.
Tickets have sold well and promises to be a fun night!!

THE BLUE’S BISTRO:
THIS WEEK WILL SEE MANY AND VARIED ON THE 
MENU FOR OUR LAST THURSDAY NIGHT DINNER AT 
6PM.

 A little bit of this and a little bit of that, to finish our Blues 
Bistro season, well done to all our Volunteers who have run 
very short of help during the winter, and somehow manage 
to get across the line every Thursday night.

Huge thanks to those patrons who continue to support the 
Winchelsea Football & Netball Club week in, week out – 
you all know who you are!

GO BLUES!!
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All money raised used for local community 

PAPER  
LOGS & ROLLS 

No Chainsaw Needed 
Made By Recycled Paper 
Environmentally Friendly 
Ash Good For Garden 

 
 
 
 
   

 By using paper logs you save trees 

1 Roll  
$2 

Pack of 4 Logs 
$5 

Contact Alan  
0476 475 422

 

All money raised used 
for local community 

4224 0226 

PAPER  
RECYCLING 

Paper depot rear of  
Senior Citizens 

Rooms 
Harding Street 
NEWSPAPERS 
MAGAZINES 

PHONE BOOKS 
 
 

By appointment only

22 Willis Street, Winchelsea
ph. 5221 8777

www.wightons.com.au

Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Debt Collection
Property Law

Wills & Estates
Powers of Attorney

Business Law
Family LawFamily Law

CARTAGE 
CONTRACTORS 

� WINCHELSEA � 
SUPPLIER OF ALL QUARRY MATERIALS, TRUCK HIRE 

CARTAGE OF GRAIN, LIME, GYPSUM & SUPER 

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLIES 

56 WILLIS ST, WINCHELSEA 

Ph - 5267 2094 
Ryan - 0438 672 281 
email: rakdavissons@gmail.com
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15 Murrell Street, Winchelsea

For all your livestock, rural real estate and property
management needs, speak to the Charles Stewart team

5231 5400

Livestock
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Jamie McConachy 0418 522 879
Matthew Nelson 0428 315 400
Gerard Bohan 0400 005 541
Dougal McIntyre 0439 575 612

Property Management - 5231 5011
Sarah Higgs Nathan Gray Daniella De Rooy

Real Estate
Michael Stewart 0418 520 467
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Andrew Rice 0457 105 500
Josh Lamanna 0417 586 032
Daryl Oborne 0419 388 341
Anthony McDonald 0418 593 597

Osteopathic Clinic
W   I   N   C   H   E   L   S   E   A

Back pain   •   Neck pain   •   Sporting injuries   •   Headaches   •   Shoulder pain   •   Sciatica
Ph: 5267 2948
34 Main Street, Winchelsea (within The Exchange)

Book online at: 
www.winchelseaosteopathicclinic.com.au
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Neil McInnes

Twenty eight parkrunners walked or ran the course through Tre-
beck Reserve  this week in near cool, damp  conditions.  There 
were eight  Volunteers. We had visitors from Studley Park, Mulin 
Mulin and Wallaby Track parkruns. We welcomed Paul Cosgrave  
who completed his very first parkrun. Four people  recorded a 
Personal Best time.  Congratulations to Patrick Humphries, Han-
nah  Humphries Raffaela Ferrara and Hayden Smith.

This event was made possible by the following volunteers:  Neil 
McInnes, Kate McInnes, Liz Bennett, Kristen Czerkiewicz, Angela 
Hurren, Nathan Freeman and Murray Bennett.

Full details of this week’s results can be found at trebeckreserve-
parkrun.com.au/results or check out our Facebook page for more 
photos.

If you wish to join us any Saturday morning as a walker, runner 
or volunteer please complete the simple online registration at 
parkrun.com.au/register, this is free, only needs to be done once 
and can be used at any of the 5,000 plus parkrun events world-
wide.
To volunteer please send an email to  
trebeckreserve@parkrun.com

... for a life worth celebrating

PH: 5221 4788    

   www.tuckers.com.au

Caring for families since 1883

 AFDA Member

Every detail matters...

parkrun 81____________________________
Saturday 20th September 2025 				     Trebeck Reserve, Winchelsea

Sport & Exercise
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Mícheál P O’Dhonnabháin has lived in the Winchelsea area since 2010. 
Michael completed a Bachelor in History and Anthropology and a Master of Cutural Heritage at Deakin University, 
then went on to complete a PhD at Federation University, focusing on colonial and European collections of 
Indigenous Australian Cultural Heritage. Michael lectured at Federation and Monash Universities, lecturing in World 
History, Folklore Studies, Indigenous Studies and literary studies. Michael has worked in museums and cultural 
collections across Victoria, and can usually be seen in and about Winchelsea with his wolfhound.

History & Culture

Previous weeks’ articles have focused 
on the Austin Family who founded 
Barwon Park in Winchelsea. 

Elizabeth Austin of Barwon park was a 
well known Philanthropist long after her 
husband, Thomas passed away. 
Elizabeth and Thomas’ First son, also 
called Thomas, was sent to England in 
his early teens for Boarding school in 
the 1 850s. 

At this time it would have taken him 
between 50 and 70 days on a sailing 
ship to get from Geelong to London. 
Sailing in those times was dangerous 
and many passengers died at sea from 
various ship-borne diseases, storms and 
shipwrecks. 

During his time in England, Thomas 
James Austin became Ill and in 1 861 
the Austin family and their servants and 
friends took a ship from Geelong to go 
visit him in England. On the way there, 
their young daughter Emily died on 
board the ship and was buried at sea. 
The Austins had already lost another 
daughter, Sophia Jane in infancy in 1 
852. 

When the Austins returned to 
Winchelsea in 1 964 after three years in 
England, the entire town and 
representatives of surrounding parishes 
such as Birregurra, Murdeduke, 
Mirnane, Tutugong, Carunge-Mirnong 
lake, Lake Wollard, and Modewarre. 
Banners and streamers were hung 
around town and weeks of preparation 
went into making costumes for children 
and decorations for the town. 

When the Austins arrived in Winchelsea, 
they were greeted with signs saying 
“Welcome Home” and “God Bless our 
Friends”. Bunches of flowers were left 

as offerings to celebrate their return and 
a large arch was built between the 
shops and the bottom pub with 
decorations on it for the Austins. 

From there a speech was delivered by 
Rev. Tanner, welcoming the Austins 
home, and the Austins were escorted 
back to Barwon Park by the marching 
band, a cavalcade of horses and a 
parade of horse drawn carriages. The 
effort seen to have been put into this 
ceremony would indicate that the Austin 
family were highly regarded and well 
liked by the people of Winchelsea. 

To commemorate their three lost 
children, Thomas and Elizabeth Austin 

commissioned the three stained glass 
windows at St. Thomas Church in 
Winchelsea. Those beautiful works of 
art are still present in St. Thomas church 
and can be seen by the people of 
Winchelsea today from inside the 
church. In 1 864 the windows were 
officially unveiled with a large public 
procession through Winchelsea lead by 
the local brass band. 

The Austins continued to support the 
local church and Elizabeth Austin 
continued to patronise the church and 
its contributions to the community long 
after her husband’s death.

The Stained Glass Windows at St Thomas 
Dedicated to the Austin Children
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NATURAL GAS 
CONNECTIONS 
 
M. & L DRAYTON 
PLUMBING SERVICES 
 

YOUR LOCAL LICENSED 
PLUMBERS (24356) 
GAS FITTERS 
GAS CONVERTERS 
CARBON MONOXIDE TESTING 
 

MARK 0428 520 142 
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Winchelsea Bowls Club welcomes all visitors  Our Club has a beautiful garden setting in the heart of the town. 
For the complete newcomer to lawn bowls, looking for a sporting activity that promises much fun and enjoyment 
with a competitive element, then the friendly, welcoming atmosphere of our Bowling Club is be the place to be

 

Winchelsea Bowls Club
Julie Johnson

45 Hesse Street, Winchelsea, VIC (03) 5267 2241 winchelsea.bowls.com.au

Sport & Exercise

 

 

 

 

 The weather is beginning to warm up in time 
for our 2025/26 Pennant Season which will 
commence for Midweek on 14th October and 
Saturday on 19th October. 
This year we have two Midweek teams Divisions 1 & 3 
and four Saturday teams Division 1 x 2, Division 4 and 
Division 5. 

There will be quite a few bowlers playing on both days of 
what has become a very mixed gender competition across 
the Corangamite Playing Area. 

Thursday training and coaching commenced a few weeks 
ago and we have several practice matches scheduled for 
the lead up to commencement.

NEWS FROM THE OFF SEASON
Making good use of our lights we have held two five week 
competitions which were very successful with entries from 
across the region. These gave the opportunity for new 
bowlers to have a chance to gain some experience playing 
in a team and we scored some new Pennant players for 
the coming season. 

The lights have been a great success to date, extending 
practice hours and providing far more opportunities to 
keep your skills developing through the colder months. 
Thanks to Rob Walters, Peter McConachy and all the 
people who helped to cater for these events.

The Saturday Competitions were also well attended this 
year due in the main to fairly clement weather conditions 
for most of the Saturdays since the beginning of May. 
Thanks to Angie and David Littler for organizing these 
days.

Congratulations to Erin Baulch who made the finals series 
of the Australian Ladies Indoor Championships at Tweed 
Heads, looking in form for the Pennant Erin! 

Congratulations to Max Heaton-Harris who played in the 
Tri State Series against NSW and Queensland which was 
held at Sunbury this year. This series involves Under 18 
boys and girls chosen to represent their state in singles, 
pairs, triples and fours. Max wore the big V who not only 
won the competition but he was also named player of the 
series. 

Max has been named in the Australian Under 18 squad, a 
great credit to his ability and sportsmanship and this will 
be his final year as a Junior. 

Obviously, the Club is very proud of all its members who 
keep pushing the boundaries for excellence in many 
areas. It takes quite a commitment and expense to 
compete in these events across Victoria let alone when 
they are also travelling interstate. 

So as we all get our gear in order for the coming season, 
may the bowls be with you!!

Max Heaton-Harris, one of our Junior members
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DEFIBRILLATORS 
IN WINCHELSEA 

Accessible to the public 

24 hours a day 
The Winchelsea Lions Club 

has compiled a list of public access 
defibrillators in Winchelsea. If anyone 
knows any others with 24 hour public 

access, please let Linda Carter 
know 0439 817 263. 

Ambulance Victoria 
33 Willis Street

Bendigo Bank 
11 Main Street 

Globe Theatre (Side entrance) 
17 Willis Steet

Hesse Rural Health 
8 Gosney Street 

Men’s Shed 
51 Hesse Street 

Netball Courts 
Eastern Reserve Hopkins St

Senior Citizens Club
36 Harding Street 

Uniting Church 
33 Hesse Street

Winchelsea Bowls Club 
Hesse St,

Winchelsea Golf Club 
13 Anderson Street

Winchelsea Primary School
Main Street 

Wurdale Memorial Hall
220 Wurdale Road 

We can help you with:

Buying your first or next family home

Saving for your first home

Residential Investment Lending

Refinancing from your current lender

Home loan reviews 

Pre-approvals

With extensive banking experience and
financial expertise, we'll help bring your
financial goals to life.

Ebony Berg
0400 784 249

Josie Kavenagh
0409 564 192

Life's busy. Let us help you.
Contact us today


