






















































Preface to the Fifth Edition

ANTERESTin the Interpretatior. of Dreams has not flagged
even during the World War, and while it is still in progress a
new edition has become necessary. It has not been possible,
however, to notice fully publications since 1914; neither Dr.
Rank nor I have any knowledge of foreign works since that
date.
A Hungarian translation, prepared by Dr. Hollós and Dr.

Ferenczi, is on the point of appearing. In 1916-17 my
Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis were published
in Vienna by Hugo Heller. The central section of these,
comprising eleven lectures, is devoted to an account of
dreams which aims at being more elementary and at being
in closer contact with the theory of the neuroses than the
present work. On the whole it is in the nature of an epitome
of the Interpretation of Dreams, though at certain points it
enters into greater detail.
I have not been able to bring myself to embark upon any

fundamental revision of this book, which might bring it up
to the level of our present psycho-analytic views but would
on the other hand destroy its historic character. I think,
however, that after an existence of nearly twenty years it
has accomplished its task.

BUDAPEST-STEINBRUCH, July 1918

Preface to the Sixth Edition

OWING to the difficulties in which the book trade is placed
at present, this new edition has long been in demand, and
the preceding edition has, for the first time, been reprinted
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without any alterations. Only the bibliography at the end of
the volume has been completed and brought up to date by
Dr. Otto Rank.
Thus my assumption that after an existence of nearly

twenty years this book had accomplished its task has not
been confirmed. On the contrary, I might say that it has a
new task to perform. if its earlier function was to offer
some information on the nature of dreams, now it has the
no less important duty of dealing with the obstinate mis-
understandings to which that information is subject.

VIENNA, April 1921









CHAPTER I

THESCIENTIFICLITERATUREDEALINGWITH
THE PROBLEMS OF DREAMSI

IN the pages that follow I shall bring forward proof that
there is a psychological technique which makes it possible
to interpret dreams, and that, if that procedure is employed,
every dream reveals itself as a psychical structure which
has a meaning and which can be inserted at an assignable
point in the mental activities of waking life. I shall further
endeavour to elucidate the processes to which the strange-
ness and obscurity of dreams are due and to deduce from
thoseprocesses the nature of the psychical forces by whose
concurrent or mutually opposing action dreams are gen-
ted. Having gone thus far, my description will break

off, for it will have reached a point at which the problem
of dreams merges into more comprehensive problems, the
solution of which must be approached upon the basis of
material of another kind.
I shall give by way of preface a review of the work

done by earlier writers on the subject as well as of the
present position of the problems of dreams in the world
of science,since in thecourse of mydiscussionI shall not-
often have occasion to revert to those topics. For, in spite
of many thousands of years of effort, the scientific under-
standing of dreams has made very little advancea fact
so generally admitted in the literature that it seems un-
necessary to quote instances in support of it. In these

(Footnote added in second to seventh editions:] Up to the date of
the first publication of this book (1900).
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36 I. THe SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE ON DREAMS

writings, of which a list appears at the end of my work,
many stimulating observations are to be found and a
quantity of interesting material bearing upon our theme,
but little or nothing that touches upon the essential nature
of dreams or that offers a final solution of any of their
enigmas. And still less, of course, has passed into the
knowledge of educated laymen.

It may be asked! what view was taken of dreams in
prehistoric times by primitive races of men and what effect
dreams may have had upon the formation of their con-
ceptions of the world and of the soul; and this is a subject
of such great interest that it is only with much reluctance
that I refrain from dealing with it in this connection. I
must refer my readers to the standard works of Sir John
Lubbock, Herbert Spencer, E. B. Tylor and others, and I
will only add that we shall not be able to appreciate the
wide range of these problems and speculations until we
have dealt with the task that lies before us here-the
interpretation of dreams.
The prehistoric view of dreams is no doubt echoed in

the attitude adopted towards dreams by the peoples of
classical antiquity.? They took it as axiomatic that dreams
were connected with the world of superhuman beings in
whom they believed and that they were revelations from
gods and daemons. There could be no question, moreover,
that for the dreamer dreams had an important purpose,
which was as a rule to foretell the future. The extraordinary
variety in the content of dreams and in the impression
they produced made it difficult, however, to have any uni-
form view of them and made it necessary to classify
dreams into numerous groups and subdivisions according

position
adopted towards dreams by individual philosophers in
antiquity was naturally dependent to some extent upon

to their importance and trustworthiness. The

their attittde tewardsdivination in general.
In the two works of Aristotle which deal with dreams,

they have already become a subject for psychological
study. We are told that dreams are not sent by the gods
and are not of a divine character, but that they are
"daemonic, since nature is 'daemonic' and not divine.

[This paragraph and the next were added in 1914.]
* [Footnote added 1914:] What follows is based on Büchsen-
schütz's scholarly study (1868).
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Dreams, that is, do not arise from supernatural manifesta-
tions but follow the laws of the human spirit, though the
latter, it is true, is akin to the divine. Dreams are defined
as the mental activity of the sleeper in so far as he is
asleep.!

Aristotle was aware of some of the characteristics of
dream-life. He knew, for instance, that dreams give a
magnified construction to small stimuli arising during sleep.
'Men think that they are walking through fire and are
tremendously hot, when there is only a slight heating about
certain parts.' And from this circumstance he draws the
conclusion that dreams may very well betray to a physician
the first signs of some bodily change which has not been
observed in waking.3

Before the time of Aristotle, as we know, the ancients
regarded dreams not as a product of the dreaming mind
but as something introduced by a divine agency; and
already the two opposing currents, which we shall find
influencing opinions of dream-life at every period of his-
tory, were making themselves felt. The distinction was
drawn between truthful and valuable dreams, sent to the
sleeper to warn him or foretell the future, and vain, deceit-
ful and worthless dreams, whose purpose it was to mislead
or destroy him.

Gruppe (1906, 2, 930)+ quotes a classification of dreams
on these lines made by Macrobius and Artemidorus [of
Daldis (see p. 130 n. 2)]: Dreams were divided into two

(De divinatione per somnum, II (Trans.,, 1935, 377) and De
somniis, III (Trans., 1935, 365)-In the first edition (1900) this
paragraph ran: "The first work in which dreams were treated as
a subject for psychological study seems to be that of Aristotle (On
Dreams and Their Interpretation). Aristotle declares that dreams
are of a "daemonic" but not of a "divine'" nature; no doubt this
distinction has some great significance if we knew how to translate
it correctly.' The next paragraph ended with the sentence: 'My
own insufficient knowledge and my lack of specialist assistance
prevent my entering more deeply into Aristotle's treatise.' These
passages were altered into their present form in 1914; and a note
in Gesammelte Schriften, 3 (1925), 4, points out that in fact
Aristotle wrote not one but two works on the subject.]
[De divinatione, I (Trans., 1935, 375)).
"[Footnote added 1914:] The Greek physician Hippocrates deals
with the relation of dreams to illnesses in one of the chapters of
his famous work (Ancient Medicine, X (Trans., 1923, 31). See
also Regimen, IV, 88, passim. (Trans., 1931, 425, etc.)].
(This paragraph was added as a footnote in 1911 and included in
the text in 1914.]
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classes. One class was supposed to be influenced by the
present or past, but to have no future significance. It in-
cluded the tvirna or insomnia, which gave a direct rep-
resentation of a given idea or of its opposite-e.g. of
hunger or of its satiation--and the pavtáouara, which
lent a fantastic extension to the given idea-e.g. the night-
mare or ephialtes. The other class, on the contrary, was
supposed to determine the future. It included (1) direct
prophecies received in a dream
oraculum), (2) previsions of some future event (the öpaua
or visio) and (3) symbolic dreams, which needed inter-
pretation (the čveupos or somnium). This theory persisted
for many centuries.'

(the xpnuariGuós or

This variation in the value that was to be assigned to
dreams was closely related to the problem of 'interpreting'
them. Important consequences were in general to be ex-
pected from dreams. But dreams were not all immediately
comprehensible and it was impossible to tell whether a
particular unintelligible dream might not be making some
important announcement. This provided an incentive for
elaborating a method by which the unintelligible content of
a dream might be replaced by one that was comprehensible
and significant. In the later years of antiquity Artemidorus
of Daldis was regarded as the greatest authority on the
interpretation of dreams, and the survival of his exhaustive
work [Oneirocritica] must compensate us for the loss of
the other writings on the same subject.2
The pre-scientifc view of dreams adopted by the peoples

of antiquity was certainly in complete harmony with their
view of the universe in general, which led them to project
into the external world as though they were realities things
which in fact enjoyed reality only within their own minds.
Moreover, their view of dreams took into account the

'[This paragraph was added in 1914.]
(Footnote added 1914:] For the further history of dream-interpreta-
tion in the Middle Ages see Diepgen (1912) and the monographs
of Förster (1910 and 1911), Gotthard (1912), etc. Dream-
interpretation among the Jews has been discussed by Almoli
(1848), Amram (1901), and Löwinger (1908); also, quite recently
and taking account of psychoanalytic findings, by Lauer (1913).
Information upon dream-interpretation among the Arabs has been
given by Drexl (1909), Schwarz (1913) and the missionary
Tfinkdji (1913); among the Japanese by Miura (1906) and Iwaya
(1902); among the Chinese by Secker (1909-10); and among the
people of India by Negelein (1912).



I. THE SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE ON DREAMS 39

principal impression produced upon the waking mind in
the morning by what is left of a dream in the memory: an
impression of something alien, arising from another world
and contrasting with the remaining contents of the mind.
Incidentally, it would be a mistake to suppose that the
theory of the supernatural origin of dreams is without its
supporters in our own days. We may leave on one side
pietistic and mystical writers, who, indeed, are perfectly
justified in remaining in occupation of what is left of the
once wide domain of the supernatural so long as that field
is not conquered by scientific explanation. But apart from
them, one comes across clear-headed men, without any
extravagant ideas, who seek to support their religious faith
in the existence and activity of superhuman spiritual forces
precisely by the inexplicable nature of the phenomena of
dreaming. (Cf. Haffner, 1887.) The high esteem in which
dream-life is held by some schools of philosophy (by the
followers of Schelling,' for instance) is clearly an echo of
the divine nature of dreams which was undisputed in
antiquity. Nor are discussions of the premonitory character
of dreams and their power to foretell the future at an end.
For attempts at giving a psychological explanation have
been inadequate to cover the material collected, however
decidedly the sympathies of those of a scientific cast of
mind may incline against accepting any such beliefs.

It is difficult to write a history of the scientiic study of
the problems of dreams because, however valuable that
study may have been at a few points, no line of advance
in any particular direction can be traced. No foundation
has been laid of secure findings upon which a later in-
vestigator might build; but each new writer examines the
same problems afresh and begins again, as it were, from
the beginning. If I attempted to take those who have
written on the question in chronological order and to give
a summary of their views upon the problems of dreams,
I should have to abandon any hope of giving a compre-

(The chief exponent of the pantheistic 'Philosophy of Nature,'
popular in Germany during the early part of the nineteenth century.
-Freud often recurred to the question of the occult significance of
dreams. Cf. Freud 1922a, 1925i (Part 3) and 1933a (Lecture 30).
An allegedly premonitory dream is discussed in Freud 1941c
[1899], printed as an Appendix to this work, p. 661. See also pp.
97 and 659 f. below.)
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hensive general picture of the present state of knowledge
of the subject. I have therefore chosen to frame my ac-
count according to topics rather than authors and, as I
raise each dream-problem in turn, I shall bring forward
whatever material the literature contains for its solution.
Since, however, it has been impossible for me to cover

the whole of the literature of the subject, widely scattered
as it is and trenching upon many other fields, I must ask
my readers to be satisfied so long as no fundamental fact
and no important point of view is overlooked in my
description.

Until recently most writers on the subject have felt
obliged to treat sleep and dreams as a single topic, and as
a rule they have dealt in addition with analogous conditions
on the fringe of pathology, and dream-like states, such as
halluçinations, visions and so on. The latest works, on the
contrary, show a preference for a restricted theme and
take as their subject, perhaps, some isolated question in
the field of dream-life. I should be glad to see in this
change of attitude the expression of a conviction that in
such obscure matters it will only be possible to arrive at
explanations and agreed results by a series of detailed
investigations. A piece of detailed research of that kind,
predominantly psychological in character, is all I have to
offer in these pages. I have had little occasion to deal with
the problem of sleep, for that is essentially a problem of
physiology, even though one of the characteristics of the
state of sleep must be that it brings about modifications
in the conditions of functioning of the mental apparatus.
The literature on the subject of sleep is accordingly dis-
regarded in what follows.

The questions raised by a scientific enquiry into the
phenomena of dreams. as such may be grouped under
the headings which follow, though a certain amount of
overlapping cannot be avoided.
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(A)

THE RELATION OF DREAMS TO WAKING LIFE

The unsophisticated waking judgement of someone who
has just woken from sleep assumes that his dreams, even
if they did not themselves come from another world, had
at all events carried him off into another world. The old
physiologist Burdach (1838, 499), to whom we owe a
careful and shrewd account of the phenomena of dreams,
has given expression to this conviction in a much-quoted
passage: 'In dreams, daily life, with its labours and
pleasures, its joys and pains, is never repeated. On the
contrary, dreams have as their very aim to free us from
it. Even when our whole mind has been flled with some-
thing, when we are torn by some deep sorrow or when all
our intellectual power is absorbed in some problem, a
dream will do no more than enter into the tone of our
mood and represent reality in symbols."' I. H. Fichte (1864,
1, 541), in the same sense, actually speaks of comple
mentary dreams' and describes them as one of the secret
benefactions of the self-healing nature of the spirit.! Strüm-
pell (1877, 16) writes to similar effect in his study on
the nature and origin of dreams--a work which is widely
and deservedly held in high esteem: A man who dreams
is removed from the world of waking consciousness.' So
too (ibid., 17): "In dreams our memory of the ordered
contents of waking consciousness and of its.normal be-
haviour is as good as completely lost.' And again (ibid.,
19) he writes that the mind is cut off in dreams, almost
without memory, from the ordinary content and affairs
of waking life.'
The preponderant majority of writers, however, take a

contrary view of the relation of dreams to waking life.
Thus Hafner (1887, 245): In the first place, dreams
carry on waking life. Our dreams regularly attach them-
selves to the ideas that have been in our consciousness
shortly before. Accurate observation will almost always

[This sentence was added in 1914.)
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find a thread which connects a dream with the experiences
of the previous day.' Weygandt (1893, 6) specifically con-
tradicts Burdach's statement which I have just quotéd:
'For it may often, and apparently in the majority of
dreams, be observed that they actually lead us back to or-
dinary life instead of freeing us from it.' Maury (1878,
51) advances a concise formula: Nous rêvons de ce que
nous avons vu, dit, désiré ou fait';1 while Jessen, in his
book on psychology (1855, 530), remarks at somewhat
greater length: The content of a dream is invariably more
or less determined by the individual personality of the
dreamer, by his age, sex, class, standard of education and
habitual way of living, and by the events and experiences
of his whole previous life.'
The most uncompromising attitude on this question² is

adopted by J. G. E. Maass, the philosopher (1805, [1,
168 and 173]), quoted by Winterstein (1912): Experience
confirms our view that we dream most frequently of the
things on which our warmest passions are centred. And
this shows that our passions must have an influence on
the production of our dreams. The ambitious man dreams
of the laurels he has won (or imagines he has won) or of
those he has still to win; while the lover is busied in his
dreamswith the object of his sweethopes. ... Al the
sensual desires and repulsions that slumber in the heart
can, if anything sets them in motion, cause a dream to
arise from the ideas that are associated with them or cause
those ideas to intervene in a dream that is already present.'
The same view was taken in antiquity on the dependence

of the content of dreams upon waking life. Radestock
(1879, 134) tells us how before Xerxes started on his
expedition against Greece, he was given sound advice of
a discouraging kind but was always urged on again by his
dreams; whereupon Artabanus, the sensible old Persian
interpreter of dreams, observed to him pertinently that as
a rule dream-pictures contain what the waking man al-
ready thinks.

Lucretius' didactic poem De rerum natura contains the
followingpassage (IV, 962):

Et quo quisque fere studio devinctus adhaeret
aut quibus in rebus multum sumus ante morati

(We dream of what we have seen, said, desired or done."]
[This paragraph was added in 1914.]
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atque in ea ratione fuit contenta magis mens,
in somnis eadem plerumque videmur obire;
causidici causas agere et componere leges,
induperatores pugnare ac proelia obire .

Cicero (De divinatione, I, Ixvii, 140) writes to exactly
the same effect as Maury so many years later: 'Maximeque
reliquiae rerum earum moventur in animis et agitantur de
quibus vigilantes aut cogitavimus aut egimus.?
The contradiction between these two views upon the

relation between dream-life and waking life seems in fact
insoluble. It is therefore relevant at this point to recall
the discussion of the subject by Hildebrandt (1875, 8 f.),
who believes that it is impossible to describe the charac-
teristics of dreams at all except by means of 'a series of
[three] contrasts which seem to sharpen into contradic-
tions.' The first of these contrasts,' he writes, is afforded
on the one hand by the completeness with which dreams
are secluded and separated from real and actual life and
on the other hand by their constant encroachment upon
each other and their constant mutual dependence. A
dream is something completely severed from the reality
experienced in waking life, something, as one might say,
with an hermetically sealed existence of its own, and
separated from real life by an impassable gulf. It sets us
free from reality, extinguishes our normal memory of it
and places us in another world and in a quite other life-
story which in essentials has nothing to do with our real
one. . . .' Hildebrandt goes on to show how when we fall
asleep our whole being with all its forms of existence
disappears, as it were, through an invisible trap-door.'
Then, perhaps, the dreamer may make a sea-voyage to St.
Helena in order to offer Napoleon, who is a prisoner there,
a choice bargain in Moselle wines. He is received most
affably by the ex-Emperor and feels almost sorry when he

'[And whatever be the pursuit to which one clings with devotion,
whatever the things on which we have been occupied much in the
past, the mind being thus more intent upon that pursuit, it is
generally the same things that we seem to encounter in dreams:
pleaders to plead their cause and collate laws, generals to contend
and engage battle.. (Rouse's translation in the Loeb Classical
Library, 1924, 317.)]
*Then especially do the remnants of our waking thoughts and
deeds move and stir within the soul. (Falconer's translation in the
Loeb Classical Library, 1922, 527.)]
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wakes and the interesting illusion is destroyed. But let us
compare the situation in the dream, proceeds Hildebrandt,
with reality. The dreamer has never been a wine-merchant
and has never wished to be. He has never gone on a sea-
voyage, and if he did, St. Helena would be the last place
he would choose to go to. He nourishes no sympathetic
feelings whatever towards Napoleon, but on the contrary
a ferce patriotic hatred. And, on top of all the rest, the
dreamer was not even born when Napoleon died on the
island; so that to have any personal relations with him
was beyond the bounds of possibility. Thus the dream-
experience appears as something alien inserted between
two sections of life which are perfectly continuous and
consistent with each other.
- 'And yet,' continues Hildebrandt [ibid., 10], "What ap-
pears to be the contrary of this is equally true and correct.
In spite of everything, the most intimate relationship goes
hand in hand, I believe, with the seclusion and separation.
We may even go so far as to say that whatever dreams
may offer, they derive their material from reality and from
the intellectual life that revolves around that reality. . ..
Whatever strange results they may achieve, they can
never in fact get free from the real world; and their most
sublime as well as their most ridiculous structures must
always borrow their basic material either from what has
passed before our eyes in the world of the senses or from
what has already found a place somewhere in the course
of our waking thoughtsin other words from what we
have already experienced either externally or internally.'

(B)

THE MATERIAL OF DREAMS-MEMORY INDREAMS

All the material making up the content of a dream is in
some way derived from experience, that is to say, has
been reproduced or remembered in the dream- s0 much
at least we may regard as an undisputed fact. But it would
be a mistake to suppose that a connection of this kind
between the content of a dream and reality is bound to
come to light easily, as an immediate result of comparing
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them. The connection requires, on the contrary, to be
looked for diligently, and in a whole quantity of cases it
may long remain hidden. The reason for this lies in a
number of peculiarities which are exhibited by the facuity
of memory in dreams and which, though generally re-
marked upon, have hitherto resisted explanation. It will
be worth while to examine these characteristics more
closely.

It may happen that a piece of material occurs in the
content of a dream which in the waking state we do not
recognize as forming a part of our knowledge or experience.
We remember, of course, having dreamt the thing in
question, but we cannot remember whether or when we
experienced it in real life. We are thus left in doubt as to
the source which has been drawn upon by the dream and
are tempted to believe that dreams have a power of in-
dependent production. Then at last, often after a long
interval, some fresh experience recalls the lost memory
of the other event and at the sáme time reveals the source
of the dream. We are thus driven to admit that in the
dream we knew and remembered something which was
beyond the reach of our waking memory.!
A particularly striking example of this is given by

Delboeuf [1885, 107 f.] from his own experience. He
saw in a dream the courtyard of his house covered with
snow and found two small lizards half-frozen and buried
under it. Being an animal-lover, he picked them up,
warmed them, and carried them back to the little hole in
the masonry where they belonged. He further gave them
a few leaves of a small fern which grew on the wall and
of which, as he knew, they were very fond. In the dream
he knew the name of the plant: Asplenium ruta muralis.
The dream proceeded and, after a digression, came back
to the lizards. Delboeuf then saw to his astonishment two
new ones which were busy on the remains of the fern. He
then looked round him and saw a fifth and then a sixth
liżard making their way to the hole in the wall, until the
whole roadway was flled with a procession of lizards, all
moving in thesame direction... and so on.

(Footnote added 1914:] Vaschide (1911) remarks that it has often
been observed that in dreams people speak foreign languages more
fluently and correctly than in waking life.
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When he was awake, Delboeuf knew the Latin names of
very few plants and an Asplenium was not among them.
To his great surprise he was able to confirm the fact that
a fern of this name actually exists. Its correct name is
Asplenium ruta muraria, which had been slightly distorted
in the dream. It was hardly possible that this could be a
coincidence; and it remained a mystery to Delboeuf how
he bad acquired his knowledge of the name 'Asplenium'
in his dream.
The dream occurred in 1862. Sixteen years later, while

the philosopber was on a visit to one of his friends, he
saw a little album of pressed flowers of the sort that are
sold to foreigners as mementos in some parts of Switzer-
land. A recollection began to dawn on him--he opened
the herbarium, found the Asplenium of his dream and saw
its Latin name written underneath it in his own hand-
writing. The facts could now be established. In 1860 (two
years before the lizard dream) a sister of this same friend
had visited Delboeuf on her honeymoon. She had with
her the album, which was to be a gift to her brother, and
Delboeuf took the trouble to write its Latin name under
each dried plant, at the dictation of a botanist.

Good luck, which made this example so well worth
recording, enabled Delboeuf to trace yet another part of
the content of the dream to its forgotten source. One day
in 1877 he happened to take up an old volume- of an
illustrated periodical and in it he found a picture of the
whole procession of lizards which he' had dreamed of in
1862. The volume was dated 1861 and Delboeuf remem-
bered having been a subscriber to the paper from its frst
number.
The fact that dreams have at their command memories

which are inaccessible in waking life is so remarkable and
of such theoretical importance that I should like to draw
still more attention to it by relating some further 'hy-
permnesic' dreams. Maury [1878, 142] tells us how for
some time the word 'Mussidan' kept coming into his head
during the day. He knew nothing about it except that it
was the name of a town in France. One night he dreamt
that he was talking to someone who told him he came
from Mussidan, and who, on being asked where that was,
replied that it was a small town in the Department of
Dordogne. When he woke up, Maury had no belief in the
information given him in the dream; he learnt from a
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gazetteer, however, that it was perfectly correct. In this
case the fact of the dream's superior knowledge was con-
firmed, but the forgotten source of that knowledge was
not discovered.
Jessen (1855, 551) reports a very similar event in a

dream dating from remoter times: To this class belongs
among others a dream of the elder Scaliger (quoted by
Hennings, 1784, 300) who wrote a poem in praise of the
famous men of Verona. A man who called himself Brug-
nolus appeared to him in a dream and complained that he
had been overlooked. Although Scaliger could not remenm-
ber having ever heard of him, he wrote some verses on
him. His son learnt later in Verona that someone named
Brugnolus had in fact been celebrated there as a critic.
The Marquis d'Hervey de St. Denys [1867, 3051,!

quoted by Vaschide (1911, 232 f.), describes a hypermae-
sic dream which has a special peculiarity, for it was fol-
lowed by another dream which completed the recognition
of what was at first an unidentified memory: I once
dreamt of a young woman with golden hair, whom I saw
talking to my sister while showing her some embroidery.
She seemed very familiar to me in the dream and I thought
I had seen her very often before. After I woke up,
I still had her face very clearly before me but I was
totally unable to recognize it. I then went to sleep once
more and the dream-picture was repeated. . .. But in this
second dream I spoke to the fair-baired lady and asked
her if I had not had the pleasure of meeting her before
somewhere. "Of course," she replied, "don't you remember
the plage at Pornic?" I immediately woke up again and I
was then able to recollect clearly all the details associated
with the attractive vision in the dream.'
The same author [ibid., 306] (quoted again by Vaschide,

ibid., 233-4) tells how a musician of his acquaintance
once heard in a dream a tune which seemed to him en-
tirely new. It was not until several years later that he
found the same tune in an old collected volume of musical
pieces, though he still could not remember ever having
looked through it before.
I understand that Myers (1892] has published a whole

collection of hypermnesic dreams of this kind ia the

(This paragraph and the next were added in 1914.]
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Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Research; but these
are unluckily inaccessible to me.
No one who occupies himself with dreams can, I be-

lieve, fail to discover that it is a very common event for
a dream to give evidence of knowledge and memories
which the waking subject is unaware of possessing. In my
psycho-analytic work with nervous patients, of which I
shall speak later, I am in a position several times a week
to prove to patients from their dreams that they are really
quite familiar with quotations, obscene words and so on,
and make use of them in their dreams, though they have
forgotten them in their waking life. I will add one more
innocent case of hypermnesia in a dream, because of the
great ease with which it was possible to trace the source
of the knowledge that was accessible only in the dream.
One of my patients dreamt in the course of a fairly

lengthy dream that he had ordered a 'Kontuszówkad while
he was in a café. After telling me this, he asked me what
a 'Kontuszówka' was, as he had never heard the name.
I was able to tell him in reply that it was a Polish liqueur,
and that he could not have invented the name as it had
long been familiar to me from advertisements on the
hoardings. At first be would not believe me; but some
days later, after making his dream come true in a café,
he noticed the name on a hoarding at a street corner which
he must have gone past at least twice a day for several
months.
I have noticed myself from my own dreams how much

it is a matter of chance whether one discovers the source
of particular elements of a dream. Thus, for several years
before completing this book, I was pursued by the picture
of a church tower of very simple design, which I could
not remember ever having seen. Then I suddenly recognized
it, with absolute certainty, at a small station on the line
between Salzburg and Reichenhall. That was during the
second half of the eighteen-nineties and I had travelled
over the line for the first time in 1886. During later years,
when I was already deeply absorbed in the study of dreams,
the frequent recurrence in my dreams of the picture of a
particular unusual-looking place became a positive nuisance
to me. In a specific spatial relation to myself, on my left-
hand side, I saw a dark space out of which there glim-

"(This paragraph was added in 1909.)
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mered a number of grotesque sandstone figures. A faint
recollection, which I was unwilling to credit, told me it was
the entrance to a beer-cellar. But I failed to discover either
the meaning of the dream-picture or its origin. In 1907 I
happened to be in Padua, which, to my regret, I bad not
been able to visit since 1895. My first visit to that lovely
University town had been a disappointment, as I had not
been able to see Giotto's frescoes in the Madonna dell'
Arena. I had turned back halfway along the street leading
there, on being told that the chapel was closed on that
particular day. On my second visit, twélve years later, I
decided to make up for this and the first thing I did was to
set off towards the Arena chapel. In the street leading to
it, on my left-hand side as I walked along and in all prob-
ability at the point at which I had turned back in 1895,
I came upon the place I had seen so often in my dreams,
with the sandstone figures that formed part of it. It was in
fact the entrance to the garden of a restaurant.

One of the sources from which dreams derive material
reproduction-material which is in part neither re-

membered nor used in the activities of waking thoughtis
childhood experience. I will quote only a few of the

for

authors who have noticed and stressed this fact.
Hildebrandt (1875, 23): 'I have already expressly ad-

mitted that dreams sometimes bring back to our minds,
with a wonderful power of reproduction, very remote and
even forgotten events from our earliest years.'

Strümpell (1877, 40): The position is even more re-
markable when we observe how dreams sometimes bring
to light, as it were, from beneath the deepest piles of
débris under which the earliest experiences of youth are
buried in later times, pictures of particular localities, things
or people, completely intact and with all their original
freshness. This is not limited to experiences which created
a lively impression when they occurred or enjoy a high
degree of psychical importance and return later in a dream
as genuine recollections at which waking consciousness will
rejoice. On the contrary, the depths of memory in dreams
also include pictures of people, things, localities and events
dating from the earliest times, which either never possessed
any psychical importance or more than a slight degree
of vividness, or which have long since lost what they may
bave possessed of either, and which consequently seem
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completely alien and unknown alike to the dreaming and
waking mind till their earlier origin has been discovercd.'
Volkelt (1875, 119): It is especially remarkable how

readily memories of childhood and youth make their way
into dreams. Dreams are continually reminding us of things
which we have ceased to think of and which have long
ceased to be important to us."
Since dreams have material from childhood at their com-

mand, and since, as we all know, that material is for the
most part blotted out by gaps in our conscious faculty of
memory, these circumstances give rise to interesting hy-
permnesic dreams, of which I will once more give a few
examples.

Maury (1878, 92) relates how when he was a child he
used often to go from Meaux, which was his birthplace, to
the neighbouring village of Trilport, where his father was
superintending the building of a bridge. One night in a
dream he found himself in Trilport and was once more
playing in the village street. A man came up to him who
was wearing a sort of uniform. Maury asked him his name
and he replied that he was called C. and was a-watchman
at the bridge. Maury awoke feeling sceptical as to the
corectness of the memory, and asked an old maid-servant,
who had been with him since his childhood, whether she
could remember a man of that name. "Why, yes,' was the
reply, 'he was the watchman at the bridge when your
father was building it.'
Maury (ibid., 143-4) gives another equally well cor-

roborated example of the accuracy of a memory of child-
hood emerging in a dream. It was dreamt by a Monsieur
F., who as a child had lived at Montbrison. Twenty-five
years after leaving it, he decided to revisit his home and
some friends of the family whom he had not since met.
During the night before his departure he dreamt that he
was already at Montbrison and, near the town, met a
gentleman whom he did not know by sight but who told
him he was Monsieur T., a friend of his father's. The
dreamer was aware that when he was a child he had
known someone of that name, but in his waking state no
longer remembered what he looked like. A few days later
he actually reached Montbrison, found the locality which
in his dream had seemed unknown to him, and there met
a gentlemnan whom he at once recognized as the Monsieur



B. MEMORY IN DREAMS S1

T. in the dream. The real person, however, looked much
older than he had appeared in the dream.
At this point I may mention a dream of my own, in

which what had to be traced was not an impression but a
connection. I had a dream of someone who I knew in my
dream was the doctor in my native town. His face was
indistinct, but was confused with a picture of one of the
masters at my secondary school, whom I still meet oc-
casionally. When I woke up I could not discover what
connection there was between these two men. I made
some enquiries from my mother, however, about this
doctor who dated back to the earliest years of my child-
hood, and learnt that he had only one eye. The school-
master whose figure had covered that of the doctor in the
dream, was also one-eyed. It was thirty-eight years since
I had seen the doctor, and so far as I know I had never
thought of him in my waking life, though a scar on my
chin might have reminded me of his attentions.!

A number of writers, on the other hand, assert that
elements are to be found in most dreams, which are derived
from the very last few days before they were dreamt; and
this sounds like an attempt to counterbalance the laying of
too much weight upon the part played in dream-life by
experiences in childhood. Thus Robert (1886, 46) actually
declares that normal dreams are as a rule concerned only
with the impressions of the past few days. We shall find,
however, that the theory of dreams constructed by Robert
makes it essential for him to bring forward the most recent
impressions and leave the oldest out of sight. None the
less the fact stated by him remains correct, as I am able
to confirm from my own investigations. An American
writer, Nelson [1888, 380 f.J, is of the opinion that the
impressions most frequently employed in a dream arise
from the day next but one before the dream occurs, or
from the day preceding that one-as though the impres-

1 (The last clause of this sentence was 'added in 1909, appears in all
later editions up to 1922, but was afterwards omitted. The refer-
ence to this same man on p. 309 below only makes sense if it
alludes to this omitted clause. The accident that caused the scar
is mentioned in the disguised autobiographical case history in
Freud (1899a), and the event itself is probably described below
on p. 599. This dream plays an important part in a letter to Fliess
of October 15, 1897 (Freud, 1950a, Letter 71); it is also described
in Freud, 1916-17, Lecture 13.]
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sions of the day immediately before the dream were not
sufficiently attenuated or remote.
Several writers who are anxious not to cast doubts on

the intimate connection between the content of dreams
and waking life have been struck by the fact that impres-
sions with which waking thoughts are intensely occupied
only appear in dreams after they have been pushed some-
what aside by the workings of daytime thought. Thus, after
the death of someone dear to them, people do not as a
rule dream of him to begin with, while they are over-
whelmed by grief (Delage, 1891, [40]). On the other hand
one of the most recent observers, Miss Hallam (Hallam
and Weed, 1896, 410-11), has collected instances to the
contrary, thus asserting the right of each of us to psycho-
logical individualism in this respect.

The third, most striking and least comprehensible char-
acteristic of memory in dreams is shown in the choice
of material reproduced. For what is found worth remem-
bering is not, as in waking life, only what is most important,
but on the contrary what is most indifferent and insignifi-
cant as well. On this point I will quote those writers who
have given the strongest expression to their astonishment.

Hildebrandt (1875, 11): 'For the remarkable thing is that
dreams derive their elements not from major and stirring
events nor the powerful and compelling interests of the
preceding day, but from incidental details, from the worth-
less fragments, one might say, of what has been recently
experienced or of the remoter past. A family bercavement,
which has moved us deeply and under whose immediate
shadow we have fallen asleep late at night, is blotted out
of our memory till with our first waking moment it returns
to it again with disturbing violence. On the other hand, a
wart on the forehead of a stranger whom we met in the
street and to whom we gave no second thought after passing
him has a part to play in our dream. .

Strümpell (1877, 39): "There are cases in which the
analysis of a dream shows that some of, its components
are indeed derived from experiences of the previous day
or its predecessor, but experiences so unimportant and
trivial from the point of view of waking consciousness that
they were forgotten soon after they occurred. Experiences
of this kind include, for instance, remarks accidentally
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overheard, or another person's actions inattentively ob-
served, or passing glimpses of people or things, or odd
fragments of what one has read, and so on.'
Havelock Ellis (1899, 727): The profound emotions of

waking life, the questions and problems on which we
spread our chief voluntary mental energy, are not those
which usually present themselves at once to dream con-
sciousness. It is, so far as the immediate past is concerned,
mostly the trifing, the incidental, the "forgotten" impres-
sions of daily life which reappear in our dreams. The
psychic activities that are awake most intensely are those
that sleep most profoundly'
Binz (1878, 44- 5) actually makes this particular pecu-

liarity of memory in dreams the occasion for expressing
his dissatisfaction with the explanations of dreams which
he himself has supported: 'And the natural dream raises
similar problems. Why do we not always dream of the
mnemic impressions of the day we have just lived through?
Why do we often, without any apparent motive, plunge
instead into the remote and almost extinct past? Why does
consciousness so often in dreams receive the impression of
indifferent memory-images, while the brain cells, just where
they carry the most sensitive marks of what has been ex-
perienced, lie for the most part silent and still, unless they
bave been stirred into fresh activity shortly before, during
waking life?"
It is easy to see how the remarkable preference shown

by the memory in dreams for indifferent, and consequently
unnoticed, elements in waking experience is bound to lead
people to overlook in general the dependence of dreams
upon waking life and at all events to make it difficult in
any particular instance to prove that dependence. Thus
Miss Whiton Calkins (1893, 315), in her statistical study
of her own and her collaborator's dreams, found that in
eleven per cent of the total there was no visible connection
with waking life. Hildebrandt (1875, [12 £.]) is unques-
tionably right in asserting that we should be able to explain
the genesis of every dream-image if we devoted enough
time and trouble to tracing its origin. He speaks of this as
'an exceedingly laborious and thankless task. For as a rule
it ends in hunting out every kind of utterly worthless
psychical event from the remotest corners of the chambers
of one's memory, and in dragging to light once again
every kind of completely indifferent moment of the past
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from the oblivion in which it was buried in the very hour,
perhaps, after it occurred.' I can only regret that this keen-
sighted author allowed himself to be deterred from follow-
ing the path which had this inauspicious beginning; if he
had followed it, it would have led him to the very heart
of the explanation of dreams.

The way in which the memory behaves in dreams is
undoubtedly of the greatest importance for any theory of
memory in general. It teaches us that 'nothing which we
have once mentally possessed can be entirely lost' (Scholz,
1893, 59); or, as Delboeuf [1885, 115] puts it, 'que toute
impression même 1a plus insignifiante, laisse une trace
inaltérable, indéfniment susceptible de reparâitre au jour."1
This is a conclusion to which we are also driven by many
pathological phenomena of mental life. Certain theories
about dreams which we shall mention later seek to account
for their absurdity and incoherence by a partial forgetting
of what we know during the day. When we bear in mind
the extraordinary efficiency that we have just seen exhibited
by memory in dreams we shall have a lively sense of the
contradiction which these theories involve.
It might perhaps occur to us that the phenomenon of

dreaming could be reduced entirely to that of memory:
dreams, it might be supposed, are a manifestation of a
reproductive activity which is at work even in the night
and which is an end in itself. This would tally with state-
ments such as those made by Pilcz (1899), according to
which there is a fixed relation observable between the time
at which a dream occurs and its content-impressions
from the remotest past being reproduced in dreams during
deep sleep, while more recent impressions appear towards
morning. But views of this sort are inherently improbable
owing to the manner in which dreams deal with the
material that is to be remembered. Strümpell [1877, 18]
rightly points out that dreams do not reproduce experi-
ences. They take one step forward, but the next step in
the chain is omitted, or appcars in an altered form, or is
replaced by something entirely extraneous. Dreams yield
no more than fragments of reproductions; and this is so
general a rule that theoretical conclusions may be based

(That even the most insignificant impression leaves an unalterable
trace, which is indefinitely capable of revival."]
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of the student-leader Fischhof, to whom certain elements
in the manifest content of the dream may allude. My as-
sociations then led me to England and to my brother's
house there. He used often to tease his wife with the words
Fifty Years Ago' (from thetitle of one of Lord Tenny-
son's poems),1 which his children used then to correct to
fifteen years ago.' This revolutionary phantasy, however,
which was derived from ideas aroused in me by seeing
Count Thun, was like the façade of an Italian church in
having no organic relation with the structure lying be-
hind it. But it differed from those façades in being dis-
ordered and full of gaps, and in the fact that portions of the
interior construction had forced their way through into
it at many points.
The first situation in the dream was an amalgam of

sevèrąl scenes, which I can separate out. The insolent at-
titude adopted by the Count in the dream was copied
from a scene at my secondary school when I was fifteen
years old. We had hatched'a conspiracy against an un-
popular and ignorant master, the moving spirit of which
had been one of my school-fellows who since those days
seemed to have taken Henry VIIl of England as his
model. The leadership in the chief assault was allotted to
me, and the signal for open revolt was a discussion on the
significance of the Danube to Austria (cf. the Wachau).
One of our fellow-conspirators had been the only aristo-
cratic boy in the class, who, on account of his remarkable
length of limb, was called the Giraffe.' He was standing
up, like the Count in my dream, having been taken to task
by the school tyrant, the German language master. The
favourite flower and the putting into his buttonhole of
something in the nature of a flower (which last made me
think of some orchids which I had brought the same
day for a woman friend and also of a rose of Jericho²)
slip this time. I only learnt later that the Emmersdorf in the
Wachau is not to be identified with the place of the same name
which was the refuge of the revolutionary leader Fischhof. (A ref-
erence to this mistake will be found in The Psychopathology of
Everyday Life (Freud, 1901b), Chapter X (3).]
No poem by Tennyson seems to bear this title. The reference is
perhaps to his ode "On the Jubilee of Queen Victoria,' in which the
words 'fifty years' (though not 'fifty years ago') occur repeatedly.
Or, alternatively, the allusion may be to the second 'Locksley Hall':
'Sixty Years After.]
[The 'Resurrection plant,whose dried fronds unfold under mois-
ture.]
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were a striking reminder of the scene in one of Shake-
speare's historical plays [3 Henry VI, I. 1] which repre-
sented the beginning of the Wars of the Red and White
Roses. (The mention of Henry VIll opened the way to
this recollection.)-From there it was only a short step to
red and white carnations. (Two little couplets, one in
German and the other in Spanish, slipped into the analysis
at this point:

Rosen, Tulpen, Nelken,
alle Blumen welken.

Isabelita, no llores,
que se marchitan las flores,1

The appearance of a Spanish couplet led back to Figaro.)
Here in Vienna white carnations had become an emblem
of anti-semitism, and red ones of the Social Democrats.
Behind this lay a recollection of a piece of anti-semitic
provocation during a railway journey in the lovely Saxon
countryside (cf. Anglo-Saxon).The third scer
contributed to the formation of the first situation in the
dream dated from my early student days. There was a
discussion in a German students' club on the relation of
philosophy to the natural sciences. I was a green youngster,
full of materialistic theories, and thrust myself forward
to

which

give expresion to an extremely onesided point of
view. Thereupon someone who was my senior and my
superior, someone who has since then shown his ability as
a leader of men and an organizer of large groups (and who
also, incidentally, bears a name derived from the Animal
Kingdom²), stood up and gave us a good talking-to: he
too, he told us, had fed swine in his youth and returned
repentant to his father's house. I fired up (as I did in the
dream) and replied boorishly ['saugrob,' literally 'swinish-
ly gross'] that since I now knew that he had fed swine
in his youth I was no longer surprised at the tone of his
speeches. (In the dream I was surprised at my German-
nationalist attitude. [C. p. 358.]) There was a general

('Roses, tulips, carnations: every flower fades. (Lines often found
in nineteenth century 'common-place books.')Isabelita, do not
weep because the flowers fade.]
[Presumably Viktor Adler ('eagle'), the Austrian Social Democrat
leader (1852-1918). Cf. 'Adler on p. 248 below.]











































































































































































































C. THE MEANS OF REPRESENTATION 347

one another. They can represent foreground and back-
ground, digressions and illustrations, conditions, chains of
evidence and counter-arguments. When the whole mass
of these dream-thoughts is brought under the pressure of
the dream-work, and its elements are turned about, broken
into fragments and jammed together-almost like pack-ice
-the question arises of what happens to the logical con-
nections which have hitherto formed its framework. What
representation do dreams provide for if,' because,' just
as,' 'although,' either-or,' and all the other conjunctions
without which we cannot understandsentences orspeeches?
In the first resort our answer must be that dreams have

no means at their disposal for representing these logical
relations between the dream-thoughts. For the most part
dreams disregard all these conjunctions, and it is only the
substantive content of the dream-thoughts that they take
over and manipulate.1 The restoration of the connections
which the dream-work has destroyed is a task which has
to be petformed by the interpretative process.
The incapacity of dreams to express these things must

lie in the nature of the psychical material out of which
dreams are made. The plastic arts of painting and sculp-
ture labour, indeed, under a similar limitation as com-
pared with poetry, which can make use of speech; and here
once again the reason for their incapacity lies in the nature
of the material which these two forms of art manipulate
in their effort to express something. Before painting .be-
came acquainted with the laws of expression by which it
is governed, it made attempts to get over this handicap.
In ancient paintings small labels were hung from the
mouths of the persons represented, containing in written
characters the speeches which the artist despaired of repre-
senting pictorially.

At this point an objection may perhaps be raised in dis-
pute of the idea that dreams are unable to represent logical
relations. For there are dreams in which the most compli-
cated intellectual operations take place, statements are
contradicted or confirmed, ridiculed or compared, just as
they are in waking thought. But here again appearances
are deceitful. If we go into the interpretation of dreams
such as these, we find that the whole of this is part of the
material of the dream-thoughts and is not a representation

[A qualiication of this statement will be found below, p. 487 n.]
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of intellectual work performed during the dream itself.
What is reproduced by the ostensible thinking in the dream
is the subject-matter of the dream-thoughts and not the
mutual relations between them, the assertion of which con-
stitutes thinking. I shall bring forward some instances of
this. [See pp. 477 f.] But the easiest point to establish in
this connection is that all spoken sentences which occur
in dreams and are specifically described as such are un-
modifed or slightly modifed reproductions of speeches
which are also to be found among the recollections in the
material of the dream-thoughts. A specch of this kind is
often no more than an allusion to some event included
among the dream-thoughts, and the meaning of the dream
may be a totally diferent one. [Sce pp. 453 ff.]

that is at their disposal for manipulation. Incidentally
dreams vary similarly in their treatment of the chrono-
logical sequence of the dream-thoughts, if such a sequence
has been established in the unconscious (as, for instance,
in the dream of Irma's injection. [Pp. 139 f.]).
What means does the dream-work possess for indicating

these relations in the dream-thoughts which it is so hard
to represent? I will attempt to enumerate them one by one.
In the first place, dreams take into account in a general

way the connection which undeniably exists between all
the portions of the dream-thoughts by combining the whole
material into a single situation or event. They reproduce
logical connection by simultaneity in time. Here they are
acting like the painter who, in a picture of the School of
Athens or of Parnassus, represents in one group all the
philosophers or all the poets. It is true that they were never
in fact assembled in a single hall or on a single mountain-
top; but they certainly form a group in the conceptual

Nevertheless, I will not deny that critical thought-
activity which is not a mere repetition of material in the
dream-thoughts does have a share in the formation of
dreams. I shall have to elucidate the part played by this
factor at the end of the present discussion. It will then be-
come apparent that this thought-activity is not produced
by the dream-thoughts but by the dream itself after it has
already, in a certain sense, been completed. [See the last

sense.
Dreams carry this method of reproduction down to de-

tails. Whenever they show us two elements close together,
this guarantees that there is some specially intimate con-
nection between what correspond to them among the
dream-thoughts. In the same way, in our system of writing,
'ab' means that the two letters are to be pronounced in a
single syllable. If a gap is left between the d and the b,'
it means that the 'a is the last letter of one word and the

Section of this Chapter (p. 526).]
Provisionally, then, it may be said that the logical rela-

tions between the dream-thoughts are not given any sepa-
rate representation in dreams. For instance, if a contradic-
tion occurs in a dream, it is either a contradiction of the
dream itself or a contradiction derived from the subject-
matter of one of the dream-thoughts. A contradiction in
a dream can only correspond in an exceedingly indirect
manner to a contradiction between the dream-thoughts. But
just as the art of painting eventually found a way of ex-
pressing, by means other than the floating labels, at least
the intention of the words of the personages represented-
affection, threats, warnings, and so onso t0o there is a
possible means by which dreams can take account of

between their dream-
thoughts, by making an appropriate modification in the
method of representation characteristic of dreams. Experi-
ence shows that diferent dreams vary greatly in this re-
spect. While some dreams completely disregard the logical
sequence of their material, others attempt to give as full
an indication of it as possible. In doing so dreams depart
sometimes more and sometimes less widely from the text

'B' is the first of the next one. So, too, collocations in
dreams do not consist of any chance, disconnected portions
of the dream-material, but of portions which are_ fairly
closely connected in the dream-thoughts as well.

For representing causal relations dreams have two pro-
cedures which are in essence the same. Suppose the dream-
thoughts run like this: Since this was so and so, such
and such was bound to happen.' Then the commoner
method of representation would be to introduce the de-
pendent clause as an introductory dream and to add the
principal clause as the main dream. If I have interpreted
aright, the temporal sequence may be reversed. But the

some of the logical relations

[This simile is a favourite one of Freud's. He uses it above on p.
280 and again in the middle of Section I of the case history of
Dora (1905c). It is possibly derived from a Iyric of Goethe's
("Schwer in Waldes Busch') in which the same image occurs.]
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more extensive part of the dream always corresponds to
the principal clause.
One of my women patients once produced an excellent

instance of this way of representing causality in a dream
which I shall later record fully. [See pp. 382 ff.; also dis-
cussed on pp. 354 and 360.] It consisted of a short prelude
and a very diffuse piece of dream which was centred to
a marked degree on a single theme and might be entitled
The Language of Flowers.
The introductory dream was as follows: She went into

the kitchen, where her two maids were, and found fault
with them for not having got her 'bite of food ready. At
the same time she saw a very large quantity of common
kitchen crockery standing upside down in the kitchen to
drain; it was piled up in heaps. The two maids went to
fetch some water and had to step into a kind of river which
came right up to the house or into the yard. The main
dream then followed, beginning thus: She was descending
from a height over some strangely constructed palisades,
and felt glad that her dresswas not caught in them ...
etc.
The introductory dream related to the dreamer's parents'

home. No doubt she had often heard her mother using the
words that occurred in the dream. The heaps of common
crockery were derived from a modest hardware shop which
was located in the same building. The other part of the
dream contained a reference to her father, who used al-
ways to run after the maids and who eventually contracted
a fatal illness during a flood. (The house stood near a
river-bank.) Thus the thought concealed behind the in-
troductory dream ran as follows: 'Because I was born
in this house, in such mean and depressing circum-

.. Themaindream took up thesamethought
and presented it in a form modified by wish-fulfilment: 'I
am of high descent.' Thus the actual underlying thought
was: 'Because I am of such low descent, the course of my

stances

life has been so and so.
The division of a dream into two unequal parts does not

invariably, so far as I can see, signify that there is a causal
relation between the thoughts behind the two parts. It often
seems as though the same material were being represented
in the two dreams from different points of view. (This is
certainly the case where a series of dreams during one
night end in an emission or orgasm-a series in which
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of 150 florins by her husband and had been in a hurry
to get rid of them by buying a piece of jewellery. It
is to be noticed that 150 florins is a hundred times as
much as 1 florin 50 kreuzers. Where did the three come
from which was the number of the theatre tickets? The
only connection here was that her newly-engaged friend

months--three--her junior.
The solution of the dream was arrived at with the dis-
covery of the meaning of the empty stalls. They were an
unmodified allusion to a small incident which had given
her husband a good excuse for teasing her. She had
planned to go to one of the plays that had been announced
for the coming week and had taken the trouble to buy
tickets several days ahead, and had therefore had to pay
a booking fee. When they got to the theatre they found
that one side of the house was almost empty. There had

was the same number of

been no need for her to be in such a hurry.
Let me now put the dream-thoughts in place of the

dream. It was absurd to marry so early. There was no
need for me to be in such a hurry. I see from Elise L.'s
example that I should have got a husband in the en.
Indeed, I should have got one a hundred times better (a
treasure) if I had only waited' (in antithesis to her sister-
in-law's hurry). 'My money' (or dowry) 'could have bought
three men just as good.
It will be observed that the meaning and context of the

numbers have been altered to a far greater extent in this
dream than in the former one. The processes of modifica-
tion and distortion have gone further here; and this is to
be explained by the dream-thoughts in this case having
to overcome a specially high degree of endopsychic re-
sistance before they could obtain representation. Nor
should we overlook the fact that there was an element
of absurdity in the dream, namely the three seats being
taken by two people. I will anticipate my discussion of
absurdity in dreams [pp. 461 ff.] by pointing out that this
absurd detail in the content of the dream was intended to
represent the most strongly emphasized of the dream-
thoughts, viz., 'it was absurd to marry so early' The ab-
surdity which had to find a place in the dream was
ingeniously supplied by the number 3, which was itself
derived from a quite immaterial point of distinction be-
tween the two people under comparison-the 3 months'
difference between their ages. The reduction of the actual
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150 forins to 1 florin 50 corresponded to the low value
assigned by the dreamer to her husband (or treasure), in
ber suppressed thoughts.! Iyl

Here is another dream dealing with figures, which is
characterized by the clarity of the manner in which it was
determined, or rather, overdetermined. I owe both the
dream and its interpretation to Dr. B. Dattner. The land-
lord of my block of flats, who is a police-constable, dreamt
that he was on street duty. (This was a wish-fulfilment.)
An inspector came up to him, who had the number 22
followed by 62 or 26, on his collar. At any rate there were
several twos on it.

II
The next example exhibits the methods of calculation

employed by dreams, which have brought them into so
much disrepute. A man had a dreamn that he was settled
in a chair at the B.'s-a family with which he had been
formerly acquainted-and said to them: It was a great
mistake your not letting me have Mali,'How old are
you? he then went on to ask the girl.I was born in
1882,' she replied.Oh, so you're 28, then.
Since the dream dates from 1898 this was evidently a

miscalculation, and the dreamer's inability to do sums
would deserve to be compared with that of a general
paralytic unless it could be explained in some other way.
My patient was one of those people who, whenever they
happen to catch sight of a woman, cannot let her alone
in their thoughts. The patient who for some months used
regularly to come next after him in my consulting room,
and whom he thus ran into, was a young lady; he used
constantly to make enquiries about her and was most
anxious to create a good impression with her. It was she
whose age he estimated at 28 years. So much by way
of explanation of the result of the ostensible calculation.
1882, incidentally, was the year in which the dreamer had
married.I may add that he was unable to resist entering

into conversation with the two other members of the

"The mere fact that in reporting the dream the dreamer
broke up the number 2262 showed that its components had
separate meanings. He recalled that the day before there
had been some talk at the police station about the men's
length of service. The occasion for it was an inspector
who had retired on his pension at the age of 62. The
dreamer had only served for 22 years, and it would be 2
years and 2 months before he would be eligible for a 90
per cent pension. The dream represented in the first place
the fulfilment of a long-cherished wish of the dreamer's
to reach the rank of inspector. The superior officer with
"2262" on his collar was the dreamer himself. He was on
street duty-another favourite wish of his-he had served
his remaining 2 years and 2 months and now, like the
62-year-old inspector, he could retire on a full pension.'

female sex whom he came across in my house-the two
maids (neither of them by any means youthful) , one or
other of whom used to open the door to him; he explained
their lack of response as being due to their regarding him
as an elderly gentleman of setled habits.

When we take together these and some other examples
which I shall give later (pp. 485 ff], we may safely say
that the dream-work does not in fact carry out any calcula-
tions at all, whether correctly or incorrectly; it merely
throws into the form of a calculation numbers which are
present in the dream-thoughts and can serve as allusions
to matter that cannot be represented in any other way.
In this respect the dream-work is treating numbers as a
medium for the expression of its purpose in precisely[This dream is more elaborately analysed at various points in

Freud's Introductory Lectures (1916-17), particularly at the end of
Lecture VII and in two places in Lecture XIV. It and the preceding
đream are also recorded in Section VIl of Freud's work On Dreams [This example was added in 1911.]

* [Footnote added 1914:] For analyses of other dreams containing(1901a), Standard Ed., 5, 669.] numbers, see Jung (1911), Marcinowski (1912b] and others. These
often imply very complicated operations with numbers, which have
been carried out by the dreamer with astonishing accuracy. See also
Jones (1912a).
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the same way as it treats any other idea, including proper
names and speeches that occur recognizably as verbal
presentations. [See next paragraph but one.]
For the dream-work cannot actually create spceches.

[See above, pp. 216 f. and 339.] However much spceches
and conversations, whether reasonable or unreasonable
in themselves, may figure in dreams, analysis invariably
proves that all that the dream has done is to extract from
the dream-thoughts fragments of speeches which have
really been made or heard. It deals with these fragments
in the most arbitrary fashion. Not only does it drag them
out of their context and cut them in pieces, incorporating
some portions and rejecting others, but it often puts them
together in a new order, so that a speech which appears
in the dream to be a connected whole turns out in analysis
to be composed of three or four detached fragments. In
producing this new version, a dream will often abandon
the meaning that the words originally had in the dream-
thoughts and give them a fresh one. If we look closely

[Footnote added 1909:] in this respect neuroses behave exactly like
dreams. I know a patient one of whose symptoms is that, in-
voluntarily and against her will, she hears--i.e. hallucinates--songs
or fragments of songs, without being able to understand what part
they play in her mental life. (Incidentally, she is certainly not
paranoiac.) Analysis has shown that, by allowing herself a certain
amount of licence, she puts the text of these songs to false uses.
For instance in the lines from [Agathe's aria in Weber's Freischütz]
'Leise, leise, Fromme Weisel' [literally, 'Softly, softly, devout
melody'] the last word was taken by her unconscious as though it
was spelt "Waise' [= 'orphan,' thus making the lines read 'Softly,
softly, piousorphan '] theorphan beingherself. Again 'o du selige,
o du fröhliche' [Oh thou blessèd and happy . . ] is the opening
of a Christmas carol; by not continuing the quotation to the word
'Christmastide' she turned it into a bridal song.-The same
mechanism of distortion can also operate in the occurrence of an
idea unaccompanied by hallucination. Why was it that one of my
patients was pestered by the recollection of a poem that he had
had to learn in his youth: 'Nãchtlich am Busento lispeln ..!
(By night on theBusentowhispering ..]? Becausehis imagina-
tion went no further than the fìrst part of this quotation: 'Nächtlich
am Busen, ['By night on the bosom.]

We are familiar with the fact that this same technical trick is
used by parodists. Included in a series of 'Ilustrations to the Ger-
man Classics' published in Fliegende Bläter [the well-known comic
paper] was one which illustrated Schiller's 'Siegesfest, with the
following quotation attached to it:

Und des frisch erkämpften Weibes
Freut sich der Atrid und strickt..




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































