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RESPECT THE GAME

RESPECT OFFICIALS

BARNSTAPLE RUGBY CLUB WILL NOT TOLERATE ABUSE OF THE OFFICIALS 

IT DAMAGES THE CLUBS REPUTATION
IT HURTS THE PLAYERS ON THE FIELD

IT DAMAGES THE GAME OF RUGBY

JOIN US IN PROMOTING A POSITIVE ATMOSPHERE BY

SHOWING RESPECT FOR THE GAME AND ITS OFFICIALS

AT ALL TIMES 

As one famous referee said 
“this is not soccer”



A pull quote is an impactful quote taken
from the article. You can place the quote
you want to highlight here.
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Good afternoon, and a very warm welcome to Pottington
Road — the proud home of Barnstaple Rugby Football
Club.
After a long and competitive season, we’ve finally reached the
moment we’ve all been waiting for: the grand finale rounding up
the 2025/26 campaign. What a fantastic afternoon lies ahead,
because we have not one but two cup finals taking place here
today, back-to-back, on our very own pitch.

We are absolutely delighted to welcome you all to this special
event. Whether you’re a loyal supporter, a visiting fan, a
volunteer, or just here to soak up the atmosphere, please know
that your presence makes days like this possible.

Today, we are also honoured to be joined by the committees of
The Wooden Spoon — the renowned charity supporting
disadvantaged children and young people through rugby — as
well as distinguished members from the Devon Rugby Football
Union. Their support and commitment to the grassroots game
are truly invaluable.

So sit back, raise a glass, enjoy the hospitality, and get ready for
a thrilling showcase of rugby. We hope you thoroughly enjoy
everything we have on offer today — on and off the pitch. Let’s
make it a finale to remember.

WELCOME TO

POTTINGTON
ROAD
the heart of Devon





Before we kick off the action on the pitch, you might want to
treat yourself to something truly special — a fantastic Carvery,
freshly prepared and served by our acclaimed caterers, Royale
Class Catering. For just £15, you can enjoy a generous, mouth-
watering plate piled high with tender roasted meats, crispy
roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables, rich gravy, and all the
trimmings. It’s the perfect way to settle in, warm up, and make
the most of this cup final day. So don’t miss out — head over to
the catering area and grab yourself a proper rugby feast before
the first whistle blows.

The first cup final of this incredible double-header will kick off
the afternoon's proceedings at 1:00 p.m. sharp, and it’s a very
special one: the Wooden Spoon Vets Devon League Final.

This is a tournament with real heart. The Wooden Spoon is a
worthy charity that touches so many young lives across the
rugby community, supporting disadvantaged and disabled
children through the power of the sport we all love. So, when
you see the bucket collectors making their way through the
crowd later on, please dig deep and give whatever you can.
Every penny stays close to the game and makes a tangible
difference.

Now, onto the finalists — and what a story we have on our
hands. Contesting for this prestigious Wooden Spoon Trophy is
our very own Barnstaple Vets. Their presence here today
evokes the spirit of the 1977/78 season, when we proudly
fielded an over-35s side known as the Barnstaple Cavaliers.
That same grit, camaraderie, and local pride lives on in today’s
Vets squad, and they’ll be giving everything for the badge.





Standing in their way are the Teignmouth Vets, who have made
the long journey north to join us here at Pottington Road. We
extend a very warm Barnstaple welcome to their players,
coaches, committee members, and any supporters who have
travelled with them today. Your support adds so much to this
occasion.

What we have in store is an entertaining, hard-fought, and
thoroughly enjoyable final — a true celebration of veteran rugby
and community spirit — kicking off at 1:00 p.m. So find your spot,
grab that carvery, and let’s get behind both sides for a cracking
start to the afternoon.

The Main Event: Devon RFU Intermediate Cup Final

Now, the other final we have for you today — and the main event
of this fantastic afternoon — is the Devon RFU Intermediate Cup
Final. This is a clash between two very worthy opponents. On
one side, we have our very own Barnstaple Athletic, who have
finished as the third-best team this season in the highly
competitive Counties 1 Western West league. On the other side,
standing in their way, are the side that finished fourth in the
division above them — Regional 2 — and our good friends from
Okehampton.

We would like to extend a particularly warm Barnstaple welcome
to all Okehampton players, coaches, committee members, and
supporters who have made the journey here today. Your
presence adds to the occasion, and we look forward to a fiercely
competitive but friendly final.



www.chichester-developments.co.uk

https://www.chichester-developments.co.uk/


A Brief History of the Trophy

For those who enjoy a bit of rugby history, the Devon
Intermediate Cup was first introduced during the 2009–10
season, and interestingly, today's visitors, Okehampton, were
the inaugural winners. The Intermediate Cup currently sits as the
secondary cup competition in Devon — behind the Devon
Senior Cup but ahead of the Devon Junior Cup. It is open to club
sides based in Devon that play in Tier 7 of the English rugby
union league system (historically known as Tribute Western
Counties West). That means this is serious, high-quality,
grassroots rugby at its very finest.

A Fascinating Battle Ahead
This should be a truly fascinating battle. Although these two
teams find themselves a division apart in league terms, they are
both, in fact, right at the very top of their game. Form, pride, and
cup glory don't always follow league hierarchies — and that’s
what makes knockout rugby so special. Everything points
towards an absolutely tremendous match that will finish the
2025/26 season in the best possible style.

And here’s a story to get behind: this season marks Barnstaple
Athletic’s first-ever attempt in this competition. That’s right —
their debut campaign. And now, they have a chance to write
themselves another glorious chapter in Barnstaple Rugby’s
history by lifting the trophy on home soil.
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Enjoy Every Moment

So please, make some noise, enjoy both finals — because they
are going to be spectacular events — and soak up every minute
of this brilliant day.

And before we finish, a quick word on what’s to come: next
season marks the start of our 150th anniversary celebrations
here at Barnstaple Rugby Football Club. That's a huge
milestone, and we want you all to be part of it. Keep your eyes
firmly on our website and social media channels for all the
events, special matches, reunions, and fun that we have coming
up over the next season.

But for now? Forget tomorrow. Forget next season. Enjoy today
— and let’s party.



www.northdevonhospice.org.uk

https://www.northdevonhospice.org.uk/


A warm welcome to Pottington Road for what should be a
fantastic last day of rugby this season. I am so proud to see both
our Vets and Athletic teams playing in their respective finals,
finishing off another successful season here at Barnstaple
Rugby Club. I would like to extend a warm welcome to the
players, committee and supporters of both Teignmouth and
Okehampton Rugby Club’s as well as all the match officials and
Devon RFU representatives. I hope you enjoy your visit to our
ground, and the atmosphere that comes with a big occasion.
Let’s look forward to games played in the right spirit, with
passion on the pitch and respect on the touchline.

The Tics have had another superb season finishing third in the
league and reaching today’s final on their debut season at this
level of cup competition. This success can only be achieved
through the commitment and dedication of the players, coaches
and back room support who give their time each week. I extend
a massive thank you to you all for everything you do, and bring
to the team and club. The senior squad ethos developed by
Winston, Phil, Luke and their coaching team is reaping rewards
at all levels of rugby at the club, ensuring home grown talent
continues to be developed and nurtured with the results on the
pitch speaking for themselves.
 

Home-Grown Talent,
Coaching Chemistry,
and a 150th Birthday:
Barnstaple RFC’s Bright
Future



The Vets too continue to demonstrate strength, skill and wisdom
as they find themselves in another final. The quality of rugby
played belies the ages of some of the players out on the pitch.

Thank you to all our supporters for your continued allegiance
and I am sure you will be in fine voice on this last day of the
season.

Best wishes to you all and I look forward to seeing you next
season when we start to celebrate the clubs 150th anniversary.

Paul Shaddick
Chair Barnstaple RFC



Good afternoon, and it’s a pleasure to be here today at
Barnstaple RFU for the final of the Devon RFC Intermediate Cup
Final, and we look forward to a great game.

In the 1996–97 season, Barnstaple RFC won the Devon Senior
Cup final against Okehampton RFC. The Result: Barnstaple 31 -
18 Okehampton. The match was played at the Showfield, in
Okehampton. Okehampton, who were playing in the Western
Counties league at the time, made a significant achievement by
reaching the final, but lost to the overwhelming favourites,
Barnstaple. This was one of two occasions where Okehampton
hosted the final and lost, having also lost to Plymouth Albion in
1988.

Finishing fourth in Regional 2, we have narrowly missed out on
promotion back to Level 5 while simultaneously integrating a
wave of talented former Colts into our senior setup. A formidable
home record, combined with a knack for winning high-scoring
shootouts, has cemented us as one of the clear contenders to
claim the Regional 2 title next season. 

Impressive victories over close rivals Wadebridge and Tiverton
have only strengthened our confidence heading into next year’s
campaign.

In the pack, veteran players such as Tom McGrattan continue to
deliver dominant performances, while emerging leaders Sonny 

Okehampton President Lloyd
Thomas: Promising Young Core,
Veteran Power, and a Burning Desire
for Promotion



Luxton and Brad Curtis are reaching significant cap milestones.
Those players are now being bolstered by exciting county talent
in the shape of players like Callum Arnold and Will Holland.

In the backline, the Horn brothers have once again showcased
their try-scoring prowess, supported by the reliable boot of
captain Luke Simmons, who has amassed an impressive 191
points across the season.

With former Plymouth Albion stalwart Brett Luxton secured to
drive the club forward again next year, we are heading into the
new season full of optimism.

Have a great afternoon all.
Lloyd Thomas
President Okehampton RFC



https://www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/barnstaple

https://www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/barnstaple?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=59&y_source=1_MzgwNjk3OS03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ==
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WOODEN SPOON DEVON VETERANS’ LEAGUE FINAL
Barnstaple Vets v Teignmouth Vets
After watching their side condemned to the bottom of the
tournament table with a 25-15 defeat to Ireland at Landsdowne
Road during the 1983 Five Nations Rugby, five England
supporters seeking solace in a Dublin bar were presented with a
wooden spoon, wrapped in an Irish scarf, on a silver platter.

Accepting the gift with good humour and grace, the group, which
included Wooden Spoon’s now-president Peter Scott, resolved
to hold a golf match to see who would have the honour of
keeping the tongue-in-cheek gift.

Just a few months later, the round at Farnham Golf Club in
Surrey raised more than £8,500, with the money used to provide
a new minibus for a local special needs school. 

Stirred into action by a rugby routing, Wooden Spoon was born
and they have been supporting disadvantaged and disabled
children ever since. It is now a series of County based charities
that sit across the whole of the United Kingdom and Ireland.

the Devon Vets league sponsored by the Wooden Spoon charity
is for ‘old hand’ ( 35 and above) players to continue playing the
game they love whilst supporting a children’s charity.  The Devon
based charity seeks to use the fundraising done by Devon clubs
to help disadvantaged children in Devon. The charity believes
that every child regardless of their background should have
access to the same opportunities. 

So please give generously when you see the collection buckets
for this fantastic cause and of course enjoy the game.



fireworks night





www.mandealarms.co.uk

https://mandealarms.co.uk/
https://mandealarms.co.uk/


Teignmouth Vets

1 .ROB VINER
2.ANDY WEBBER (C)
3.CHRIS DIXON 
4.CHAZ ARMITAGE
5.ARRON KELLY
6.SAM BANKS 
7.MARK ANNAL
8.RICKY WALTERS 
9.STEF WALKER
10.IVAN PITMAN (C)
11 .LEWIS PARKES 
12.CHRIS JONES 
13.DAZ HAARER
14.AIDS OVENS
15.JONNY EMERY

Match
Officials

REF:  Andy Coles OBE
AR 1: Gary Locke
AR 2:  Chris Burhop

Bench 

16.CHRIS WELSHY
17.MARK BROOKFIELD
18.PAUL JELLEY
19.CRAIG CHEEVERS 
20.STEW ROBERTSON 
21.KAREL KURAN
22.MATT MOSES
23.HENRY WILKINS
24.SCOTT VINCENT 
25.CRAIG FARLEY
26.SHANE HAARER



www.brayleino.co.uk

https://www.brayleino.co.uk/
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Welcome to today’s Devon Intermediate Cup Final between
Barnstaple RFC and Okehampton RFC. On behalf of Devon
Rugby Football Union, congratulations to both clubs on reaching
this year’s final and representing their clubs, players and
supporters so well throughout the competition.

Both teams have earned their place here through impressive
performances on the road to the final. Barnstaple overcame
challenges against Cullompton and Paignton, while
Okehampton progressed with victories over Newton Abbot and
Plymstock Oaks. Reaching a county final is never easy and both
squads deserve enormous credit for their commitment,
resilience and quality shown throughout the campaign.

Finals day is always a special occasion in the Devon rugby
calendar and today promises to be another excellent showcase
of the community game. We wish both teams the very best and
hope everyone involved enjoys the occasion, competing hard
and in the true spirit of rugby.

A thank you must also go to all the supporters who have
attended games throughout the season and who are here today.
Grassroots rugby depends on the dedication and passion of
volunteers, families, friends and supporters. Your
encouragement from the touchline plays a huge part in making 

Pride, Passion, and the Spirit of Devon
Rugby: Barnstaple and Okehampton
Clash in Intermediate Cup Final



our game so special and your voice continues to be incredibly
important to clubs and players alike.

Finally, thank you to today’s match officials and to referees
across the county for their outstanding contribution throughout
the season. Their commitment, professionalism and love for the
game allow rugby at every level to take place week after week,
and their efforts are greatly appreciated by everyone involved in
Devon rugby.

We hope you enjoy today’s final.

enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk

mailto:enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk


www.hbh-woolacots.co.uk

https://www.hbh-woolacotts.co.uk/






Okehampton

1 .    HARVEY CANN
2.  JACK RUTLEY
3.  TOM WHITE
4.  BRAD CURTIS
5.  SONNY LUXTON
6.  JOE MAWLE
7.  ROMAN ALFORD
8.  SAUL HOLIDAY
9.  OLLIE WONNACOTT
10. OLLIE JORDAN
11.  KEITH MASON
12. MICHAEL STEVENS
13. MARLEY WADE-PARKER
14. AMOS OGBORNE
15. ROB FISHLEIGH

Match
Officials

REF:  Barnaby Pidler
AR 1: Clinton Mill
AR 2: Chris Allin

Bench 
16. DAN BUTT
17. WILL HOLLAND
18. JOHNNY KING
19. JOSH MCCULLOCH
20. ED CROSS
21.  BEN COLE
22. TOM POWELL



WEBSITE: WWW.KASCRANEHIRE.CO.UK

https://kascranehire.co.uk/


JOIN
OUR
TEAM
JOIN
OUR
TEAM

MANAGERS &
STAFF

Barnstaple 
RFC

Barnstaple 
RFC

Barnstaple Rugby is on the hunt for
enthusiastic volunteers to take on the
crucial role of Team Manager for two of our
standout sides:

Barnstaple Athletic
Barnstaple Buccaneers

Do you love match days, organisation, and
being at the heart of the action? 
Message Barnstaple Rugby Club today – and
help lead the Athletic and Buccaneers to
glory! 
Contact Director of Rugby Phil Gordon-Oke 

@info.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk

Beyond the pitch, our playing side is always looking for volunteers to fill a variety of
roles—so reach out today to find out how you can get involved!

pgordon79@hotmail.co.uk

07834 286476

mailto:info.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com
http://www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk/
mailto:pgordon79@hotmail.co.uk
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