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C O M P O U N D I N G  is the joining of two or 

more words into a new one. Compounds are usually 

written as one word (raincoat), but also as two, hy-

phenated words (eye-opening). Compounding is by 

far the most common and productive type of word 

formation in English as well as in other languages.
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In English
Cannot (can+not)

Baseball (base+ball)

Fireworks (fire+works)

In Chinese
學生/学生  Xuesheng (student)

 學 xué (learn) + 生 shēng/ (living being)

In Finnish
sanakirja (dictionary)

sana (word) + kirja 'book'

In Ancient Greek
φιλόσοφος philosopher

φίλος phílos (friend) + σοφία sophíā 

(wisdom)

In Italian
pomodoro

pomo d'oro = apple of Gold = tomato

In German
The number 728,349 is 

siebenhundertachtundzwanzig-

tausenddreihundertneunundvierzig
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In 120”, put  + ,  -  or  =  between the pictures of 
each row to create compound words.
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Can you match a red word with a black one 
to create a new compound?

Brain Sea Book No 

Face Finger Pillow Car 

Good Match Pass Back 

Come Moon Sand Life 

Key School News Eye

Mark Body Book Print 

Talk Sick Wash Bus 

Guard Storm Light Back

Stone Stage Port Box  

Witness Bye Pool Letter
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