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Community Education is an outreach division of Des Moines Public

Schools.  We strive to provide life-long learning opportunities and

experiences for our culturally rich and diverse community of individuals,

families and neighborhoods.  We are responsive to the needs of our

community by providing accessible and affordable programming in

partnership with our school associations, community organizations and

business relationships.

Community Education at DMPS offers a wide variety of FREE programs

and services:

Educational classes

Cultural & Enrichment workshops and learning experiences

Recreational Camps & Clinics

Facility Rental

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT US:

Community Education Phone Number:  515-242-8521

Community Education Email:  commmed.dmps@dmschools.org

Facility Rentals/Reservations at DMPS

Brother 2 Brother / Sisters 4 Success



Jason Allen

Multicultural Programs & Community Education

Administrator

Brian Tate

Community Education Program Manager

Ryan Westerkamp

Executive Assistant

Andrea Baker

Community Education Leadership

Director of District Activities



OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH

Are you a skilled practitioner of a craft or hobby? 

Do you have a field of interest that you'd like to

teach...  

 This is an opportunity for you to share your

knowledge and experience with others.

To explore this exciting opportunity further,

kindly reach out to Ryan Westerkamp at

ryan.westerkamp@dmschools.org or call us at 

515-242-8521.



Capitol View Elementary
320 E 16th St

Central Campus
1800 Grand Ave

Harding Middle School
203 E Euclid Ave

Hillis Elementary
2401 56th St

Garton Elementary
2820 E 24th St

Meredith Middle School
4827 Madison Ave

Lincoln High School
2600 SW 9th St

Merrill Middle School
5301 Grand Ave

McKinley Elementary 
1610 SE 6th St

North High School
501 Holcomb Ave

Samuelson Elementary 
3929 Bel Aire Rd

Weeks Middle School
901 SE Park Ave

Class Locations

Roosevelt High School
4419 Center St



Complaint Information & Procedures

The Des Moines Independent Community School District does not discriminate

on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age

(for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender

identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its

educational programs and its employment practices.

Changes/Cancellations

You will be notified if there are any changes to your class, or if a class is

cancelled. Please be sure we have your daytime phone number and email address

so we may contact you as quickly as possible. Efforts will be made to notify all

pre-registered students in advance if a course is cancelled prior to the first class.

If you need to cancel your registration, please contact us immediately since

many classes have waiting lists.

Weather Policy

After school and evening classes will automatically be cancelled on days when

the Des Moines Public Schools are closed due to weather, holidays, or during

breaks. Otherwise, whenever possible, the decision to cancel class will be

communicated through email. Classes canceled because of weather will be made

up whenever possible.

Attendance

Anyone missing 2 consecutive classes will be dropped from the course. We ask

that if you register for a program, please plan on attending each week as there

may be others who would love to have a spot in the class.



Ready,  set,  dodge!

Call ing all  3rd-5th grade champs to join  us for the ult imate dodgeball
showdown!  We've got a  whole bunch of  fun twists and turns that'll  make you
sweat!  And here's  the best  part -  we've got soft  Rhino skin  balls,  so you can
dodge,  duck,  and dip  l ike a  pro without any ouches!

Make it  a  team affair  and bring your squad along for the wild  FUN!

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
Garton Dodgeball

3rd -5th Grade
Location: Garton Elementary

Dates: Tuesdays Jan 23 - March 5
 No class Feb 12

Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Willie Cashmore

Class Limit: 30

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

DODGEBALL

How to Register

McKinley Dodgeball
3rd -5th Grade

Location: McKinley Elementary
Dates: Thursdays Jan 25 - Feb 29

Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Willie Cashmore

Class Limit: 30



G e t  r e a d y  t o  e m b a r k  o n  a  m a g i c a l  j o u r n e y  o f
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y !  E v e r y  w e e k
w e ' l l  d i v e  i n t o  a  n e w  c h i l d r e n ' s  b o o k ,  
u n l e a s h i n g  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n s  a n d  h a v i n g  a
 b l a s t !  

Y o u ' l l  g e t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a n  e n g a g i n g  r e a d - a l o u d  a n d  t h e n  p u t  y o u r  a r t i s t i c
s k i l l s  t o  t h e  t e s t ,  c r a f t i n g  a  m a s t e r p i e c e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  b o o k ' s  t h e m e .  I t ' s
l i k e  g o i n g  o n  a  c o l o r f u l  a d v e n t u r e  e v e r y  t i m e !

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
Kindergarten-2nd Grade

Location: Samuelson Elementary School
Dates: Wednesday Jan 24 - Feb 28

Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Denie Rew & Kathryn Olson

Class Limit: 20

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

ARTS AND BOOKS

How to Register



Learn the basics of  Floor Hockey,  Iowa Wild  Style!

At  each lesson,  students will  learn a  new skill,  and the program
will  conclude with  a  game day.   We will  have all  the equipment so
there is  no need to bring anything!

JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
3rd -5th Grade

Location: Samuelson Elementary
Dates: Tuesdays Jan 23 - March 5

 No class Feb 13
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Mark Battista

Class Limit: 15
CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

FLOOR HOCKEY

How to Register



Let  your imagination soar at  the Art  club!

Join  us for colorful  projects,  creative games,  and lots of
artist ic  fun as we explore the wonderful  world of  art  together.

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
3rd-5th Grade

Location: Hillis Elementary
Dates: Tuesdays Jan 23 - March 5

 No class Feb 13
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Instructor: Annie Chojnacki
Class Limit: 15

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

ART CLUB

How to Register



Gardening Club will  be  a  chance for kids to explore 
growing plants from seeds,  tending plants,  and the
practice of  making gardens.  We will  learn about the role
of native plants in  our ecosystems and about growing plants you can eat.  We
will  also explore crafts and experiments related to garden plants.

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
2nd-3rd Grade

Location: Hillis Elementary
Dates: Wednesday Jan 24 - Feb 28

Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Lexi Young

Class Limit: 15

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

GARDENING CLUB

How to Register



KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
JOIN  HY-VEE D IET IC IANS AND LEARN HOW TO

MAKE FUN AND EASY AFTER SCHOOLS
SNACKS.  

JANUARY2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRIHow to register
CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

1st -5th grade.
Location: Hillis Elementary School
Dates: Thursdays Jan 25 - Feb 29 

No class on Feb 13
Time: 3:15 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Katie Schaeffer

Class Limit: 80

Class Details



JANUARY 2024

Get cozy with  a  good book and unwind with  yoga at  
the Reading,  Relaxation,  and Yoga Club.   D iscover
magical  stories,  share your favorites,  and enjoy
a peaceful  space made just  for you,  with  a  sprinkle of
calming yoga sessions.

Class Details
3rd-5th Grade

Location: Hillis Elementary
Dates: Fridays Jan 26 - March 1

Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Julie Franz

Class Limit: 15

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

READING &
RELAXATION

How to Register



Invitation to All  Young Athletes!
Enter the world of  Sport Club and immerse yourself
in  thrill ing games,  friendly competit ions,  and a  world
of sports excitement.  

Jo in  us today!

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
3rd-5th Grade

Location: Hillis Elementary
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4

 No class Feb 12
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Instructor: Kaylee Horn

Class Limit: 17

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

SPORTS CLUB

How to Register



These s ix-week courses will  teach
students how to introduce themselves and  
others.  share basic  information about interests
and hobbies;  and engage in  basic  ASL  d ialogue regarding school and
hobbies.  
T h e r e  a r e  t w o  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s e s  f o r  E l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t w o  s e p a r a t e  c l a sses fo r Se c o n d a ry  student s.   
T h u r s d a y  n i g h t ’ s  c l a s s  i s  f o r  d e a f / H o H  s t u d e n t s  o n l y !

JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

BASIC ASL

How to Register

American Sign Language

Class Details
Basic ASL for Elementary (Thursday)

K-5th Grade. 
For Deaf/HoH students only!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Thursdays Jan 25-  Feb 29

Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Instructor: Lacey McCaffery

Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Elementary (Thursday)

K-5th Grade. 
For Deaf/HoH students only!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Thursdays Jan 25-  Feb 29

Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Instructor: Lacey McCaffery

Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Secondary (Monday)
6-12 th grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4

 No class on Feb 12
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Instructor: Lacey McCaffery
Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Secondary (Monday)
6-12 th grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4

 No class on Feb 12
Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Instructor: Lacey McCaffery
Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Elementary (Monday)
K-5th Grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4 

No class on Feb 12.
Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Instructor: Lacey McCaffery
Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Elementary (Monday)
K-5th Grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4 

No class on Feb 12.
Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Instructor: Lacey McCaffery
Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Secondary (Wednesday)
6th-12th Grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Wednesdays Jan 24 - Feb 28

Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Instructor: Stephanie Lyons

Class Limit: 20

Class Details
Basic ASL for Secondary (Wednesday)
6th-12th Grade. All students welcome!

Location: Capitol View
Dates: Wednesdays Jan 24 - Feb 28

Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Instructor: Stephanie Lyons

Class Limit: 20



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
1st -5th Grade

Location: Central Campus Gym
Dates: Wednesdays Jan 24 - Feb 28

Time: 3:45 PM - 4:30 PM
Instructor: Jeff Woody

Class Limit: 50
CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

GOLDFINCH SPEED
ROOKIES
Come join  us for our Rookies program!  

For more than 15  years,  we have been immersing young athletes
in  a  world of  d iverse movements,  including skipping,  running,
kicking,  and more;  shaping a  posit ive  introduction to exercise.  

Our mission is  to create an engaging and supportive atmosphere,  ensuring
your young athlete f inds both enjoyment and value in  physical  activ ity .  All
you will  need to bring are some shoes to run around in  and a  water bottle,
we’ll  bring the rest!

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
6th -8th Grade

Location: Central Campus Gym
Dates: Wednesdays & Thursdays

 Jan 24 - Feb 29
Time: 4:45 PM - 5:45 PM

Instructor: Jeff Woody
Class Limit: 50

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

GOLDFINCH SPEED
JR. HIGH
We l ive  by,  “Build  a  better human f irst,  then a  better athlete”
and mix it  up  with  sprints,  jumps,  squats,  and more!  Our goal?  
To instill  great movement habits  and foster a  love for training,  
all  in  a  l ively and encouraging v ibe.  

Led by  former Iowa State football  player,  and owner of
Goldfinch Athletics,  Jeff  Woody!
think of  it  as the ult imate prep for h igh school sports—technique,
education,  and a  lot  of  fun!  You’ll  only need training shoes to get  to work.

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
6th -8th Grade

Location: Meredith Middle School
Dates: Wednesdays Jan 24 - March 6

Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Instructor: Aaron Beckman

Class Limit: 16
CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHESS
I n t r o d u c i n g  C h e s s  C l u b :  E n h a n c i n g  S k i l l s ,  
P r o m o t i n g  T e a m  S p i r i t .

T h e  C h e s s  C l u b  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  c h e s s  s k i l l s ,  l e a r n  t h e  g a m e ,  a n d
e n g a g e  i n  h e a l t h y  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  p e e r s .  J o i n  u s  a n d  e n j o y
c h a l l e n g i n g  g a m e s  w i t h  l i k e - m i n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i l e  f o s t e r i n g  a
s e n s e  o f  t e a m w o r k  a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p .

How to Register



DO T HE MAT H 2 4- 7  W I NT ER
PROGRAMMI NG!

DO T HE MAT H 2 47  CHARACT ER BUI LD I NG
PROGRAM WI L L  COVER T HE SUBJ ECT S
RESPECT , RESPONSI B I L I T Y,  L EADERSHI P,  PEER
PRESSURE,  T EAMWORK,  AND ANT I - BUL LYI NG.
ST UDENT S WI L L  UNDERST AND THE
I MPORT ANCE OF  HAVI NG GOOD CHARACT ER AS A
F OUNDAT I ON T O BUI L D  UPON.

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

JANUARY 2023

DO THE MATH

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRIHow to Register
EVERY TUESDAY STARTING JANUARY 23RD

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

Class Details
6th -8th Grade

Location: Weeks Middle School
Dates: Wednesdays Jan 24 - Feb 28

 No class on Feb 13
Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Instructor: Kenny Lilly
Class Limit: 20



Get ready to swing and sway to the smooth tunes
of jazz!  The Jazz Band Club has opened its  doors,
welcoming all  those who want to be a  part of  its  groovy
world.  From grand jam sessions to cozy get-togethers,  the club is  a  sanctuary
for those who want to learn the craft  of  jazz and jam with  l ike-minded music
lovers.  So come on in  and let  the music  transport you to a  whole new level  of
cool!

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
6th-12th Grade

Location: Meredith Middle School Band Room
Dates: Thursday Jan 25 - Feb 29

Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Instructor: Jennifer Walter

Class Limit: 20

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

JAZZ CLUB

How to Register



Get Your Hands Dirty with  STEM!
Are you someone who loves exploring new ideas and learning by
doing? We have the perfect class for you!  Our STEM program –
which stands for Science,  Technology,  Engineering,  and
Mathematics –  is  all  about hands-on experimentation.  You'll  get
to create some amazing projects,  such as homemade bouncy
balls,  lava lamps,  and even b ioplastics.  Don't  miss out  on this
incredible opportunity  to d ive into the world of  STEM –  s ign up
now and let's  get  started!

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
6th -8th Grade

Location: Merrill Middle School
Dates: Friday Jan 26 - March 1

Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Instructor: Jewels Academy

Class Limit: 20

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

JEWELS ACADEMY 
SCIENCE

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

Class Details
6th -8th Grade

Location: Harding Middle School
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4

 No class on Feb 12
Time: 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM

Instructor: Different Ambassadors each week
Class Limit: 25

CultureALL
AFTER SCHOOL
Ambassador workshops provide hands-on  
experiences that make the unfamil iar fun to explore.  

Introduce your students to a  world of  ideas,  perspectives,  and
tradit ions as they develop the skill  to interact with  d ifferences
and create spaces where everyone feels they belong.
Programming may include:
                     Jan 22  -Slavic  Culture            Jan 29  -  Kenyan Tradit ions -  F irstborn Child         
                     Feb  5  -  Moroccan Mosaic         Feb  12  -  NO CLASS
                     Feb  19  -Games of  India              Feb  26  -  Oneida Pow Wow
                                    March 4  -  Daily  L ife  in  the Phil ippines

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
6th-8th Grade

Location: Merrill Middle School
Dates: Tuesdays Jan 23 - March 5

 No class on Feb 13
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Instructor: Carissa Dannen
Class Limit: 15

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

MIDDLE SCHOOL ART
CREATING COMICS
Learn how to make comic books!

In  this  class,  you will  explore the v isual  storytell ing of  comics
and how to create our own stories.  We will  d iscuss different 
Forms of  art  and techniques that are part of  v isual  storytell ing.
Learn how to compose storyboards and scenes for the characters 
you design.  Students are encouraged to bring their  own supplies
but we will  have some available FOR use.

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

Class Details
9th-12th Grade

Location: Central Campus Overflow
Dates: Thursdays Jan 25 - Feb 29

Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Instructor: Carissa Dannen

Class Limit: 15 CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

HIGH SCHOOL
ART NAMGA BOOKS
AND ANIME
During the class,  students will  learn various techniques such  
AS character design and the storytell ing that is  created when
making Manga Books and Anime.  The course will  cover the  
basic  anatomy of  anime characters,  facial  expressions,  and
body proportions,  and students will  have the opportunity  to 
develop their  unique style,  while  also learning the importance
of paneling and creating stories to f it  their  characters.

THIS CLASS IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS WHO LOVE ANIME AND WANT TO IMPROVE THEIR DRAWING
SKILLS

How to Register



JANUARY 2024

Class Details
9th -12th Grade

Location: Central Campus Board Room
Dates: Mondays Jan 22 - March 4

 No class on Feb 12.
*Field trip dates: March 9-13

Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Instructor: Alex Hanna

Class Limit: 15

This  course aims to deepen learners'  understanding of  the
historical  foundations of  African American/Black culture,  with  a

specif ic  focus on how it  has influenced social,  economic,  and
polit ical  interactions within  the broader context of  United

States h istory.  Partic ipants will  embark on a  journey of
blackness,  exploring crucial  ideas,  events,  social  and cultural
values,  bel iefs,  and tradit ions that shape the black experience.

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

African American/Black History Course
A Perspective in Blackness
(the Past, Present, and the Future)

How to Register



F o r m e r  I o w a  W e s t e r n  a n d  D r a k e  f o o t b a l l  c o a c h  w i t h  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e
r e c r u i t i n g  k i d s  t o  a  2 - y e a r  a n d  4 - y e a r  s c h o o l s  i s  o f f e r i n g  t h i s  u n i q u e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e l p  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l  r e c r u i t i n g  p r o c e s s :  s c h o o l s
( N C A A / N A I A ,  l e v e l s ,  e t c . ) ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  c a m p u s  v i s i t s  ( g a m e d a y ,  c a m p s ,
s p r i n g ,  e t c . ) ,  H u d l  H i g h l i g h t  f i l m ,  e t c .

P a r e n t s  a r e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a t t e n d .  W h e n  r e g i s t e r i n g  p l e a s e
c h o o s e  w h i c h  n i g h t  y o u  w i l l  a t t e n d .

JANUARY 2024

Class Details
9th-11th grade football players
Location: Monday – North HS, 

Tuesday – Roosevelt, Wednesday – Lincoln
Dates: Monday Jan 29, Tuesday Jan 30, Wednesday Jan

31
Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30PM

Instructor: Willie Cashmore
Class Limit:10 (each session)

Des Moines Public Schools
Community Education

MON  TUES    WED   THURS    FRI

CLASS DATES

Go to 

https://www.dmschools.org/community-

education-at-dmps/

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
RECRUITING SEMINAR

How to Register

North Roosevelt Lincoln

North 1/29      Roosevelt 1/30       Lincoln 1/31



Des Moines Public Schools  2100 Fleur Drive Des Moines, IA 50312 PH 515-242- 7911


