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INTRODUCTION

Martin Luther King, Jr. was and is many things. It is difficult today
to learn to know him. Several reasons for this exist. Perhaps the
overarching reason stems from our condition, as a people, of not
knowing who we are. When a people do not know themselves, and
cannot place themselves in history, then it is very difficult to learn
to know those who've come before us and how they continue to
live among us in their works and ideas. Another reason that makes
it difficult to learn to know Dr. King lies in our way-of-life of not
knowing why and how we are interconnected to the rest of
humanity. When a people fail to see how their actions and ideas
impact others then it becomes almost impossible to know how any
historic figures, or any set of positive values and ethics, relate to
us as individuals, groups, and as a nation.

We have created for ourselves a system of mis-education that has
halted our ability to perceive ourselves as real people with the
capacity to manage our nation. We are living in an epoch where
we are learning how to not learn. We are learning how to not think
through basic, fundamental, real-life conditions. To learn Dr. King
means simultaneously learning ourselves, as individuals and
groups, and as a nation among other nations.

To learn Dr. King it is essential to unlearn. When we have
mastered the way of “learning how to not learn,” we must search
for ways to let go of some harmful habits and to replace them with
the positive process of developing a hard-hitting, analytical
thinking. We must act different in order to think clearly and
objectively. There is a section at the back of the book that explains
basic steps on how best unlearn ideas that we have already
adopted. You should find that section helpful.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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This book attempts to give you information about nonviolence as a
lifestyle and how it is applied to the struggle for civil rights, justice,
and a stronger democracy. It focuses on the nonviolence theories
and actions associated with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the

movement for civil rights and peace movements in which we
applied them.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. QUOTES

“Nonviolent direct action will continue to be a significant
source of power until it is made irrelevant by the presence
of justice.”

“The first step in the world-wide war against poverty is
passionate commitment.”

“Every step towards the goal of justice requires
sacrifice, suffering and struggle; the tireless exertions and
passionate concern of dedicated individuals”

“When an individual is no longer a true participant, when
he no longer feels a sense of responsibility to his society, the
content of democracy is emptied.”

“Oppressed people cannot remain oppressed forever. The
yearning for freedom eventually manifests itself.”



The Legacy and Life of Dr. King

DR. KING: WHO IS HE?

Dr. King was many things at once. He was a General in the Army
of Free Persons. He was a great Baptist minister. He was an
excellent organizer; a drum major for justice; a soldier for peace;
an advocate for the left out, locked out and the hurt and hungry in
each of us. He was a husband and a father and a loyal friend to his
friends. He was a writer and a great orator. He learned how to
make friends with his fear and he learned how to control anger and
to befriend his enemies. He learned how to live a life worth dying
for. Dr. King accepted the American promise put forth by Jefferson
in the Declaration of Independence that all persons are created
equal, that they are “endowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness.” He accepted this unfulfilled promise and he
accepted the hypocritical histories of the promisers with agape love
and profound, admirable intelligence. He never gave up on his
country nor did he give up on the capacity of the people to organize
with love and tenacity to make the promise come true.

Dr. King is one of those leaders who never dies. Perhaps we should
speak of him not only in the past tense, but also in present and
future tenses. Dr. King is an example for each of us, a high
standard demanding excellence in our heart and in our head. Let’s
be like Martin!
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DR. KING: WHO IS HE?

In the United States many people know little about Martin Luther
King, Jr. Many don’t know when and where he was born. They
don’t know how he was raised, or where he went to college, or
when he got married.

In order to understand Dr. King’s philosophy and his nonviolent
direct action it is necessary to discover some things about Dr. King,
the person.

ASSIGNMENT

Read the following four pages. The information puts in context the
life of Dr. King. It also outlines important events in Dr. King’s life.

Choose at least five things about Dr. King that you did not
know before.

Take the new information you have chosen and write at least 2
sentences for each one you chose. For example, if you chose the
point that Dr. King had a sister named Christine, you would write
two full sentences that tell others about that fact. For example,
“Family is important. Dr. King shared his childhood with his sister,
Christine.”

You have 15 minutes to choose the 5 things about Dr. King that
you did not know before. Then you will have 6 minutes to write
your sentences. Remember: 5 new things about Dr. King and then
at least two sentences about each of the 5 things.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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CHRONOLOGY
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

1863 Emancipation Proclamation

1865 Civil War ends
Passage of 13" Amendment prohibiting slavery.

1868 Passage of 14" Amendment guaranteeing equal protection of
the laws for all persons.

1870 Passage of the 15" Amendment prohibiting discrimination in

voting rights of citizens on the basis of “race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.”

The 13, 14, and 15" Amendments are known collectively as
the “Reconstruction Amendments.”

1865-1877 Reconstruction Era. During Reconstruction the federal
government occupied the Confederate states. New state
constitutions were writen that promoted and protected the
political rights of all. During this time significant numbers of
African Americans became elected officials at all levels.
Reconstruction temporarily suppressed the power of white
supremacy and racism.

1877 Rutherford Hayes becomes president when Republicans and
Democrats negotiate the Compromise of 1877, which effectively
ends Reconstruction. President Hayes withdraws federal troops
from all Southern (Confederate) states. The forces of white
supremacy and the class of plantation owners regain political
power. The Ku Klux Klan and other white supremacist escalate
terrorist campaigns of murder, Ilynching, and enforced
segregation attacking the economic, political, civil and human
rights of African Americans. The time after Reconstruction
created the era of Jim Crow.

1896 Plessy v. Ferguson (“separate but equal”) decision of U.S.
Supreme Court.
1898-1915 The Grandfather Clause, a statute enacted in southern states,

allowed whites voters to circumvent literacy tests, poll taxes, and
other tactics designed to disenfranchise blacks and deprive them
of voting rights.

1929 Martin Luther King, Jr. is born to Rev. and Mrs. Martin Luther
King Sr.
1929-1939 The Great Depression ravages America as the stock market

crashes, industries lay off millions, and millions of people become
unemployed. The depression started in the United Sates and
spread around the world.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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1935-1948 King attends elementary and high school. He passes the
entrance examination and attends Morehouse College (Atlanta)
without graduating from high school.

1939-1945 World War II consumes Europe. While causing great damage to
European industry, and bringing death to tens of millions, the
American economy came out of depression due to rapid increase
of industrial production for war-time use. Unemployment
dropped to historical low levels.

1948 King is ordained and becomes assistant to his father, who is
pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta.
1948-1955 King studies at Crozier Theological Seminary. After hearing Dr.

A. J. Muste and Dr. Mordecai W. Johnson preach on the life and
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, he begins to study Gandhi and
nonviolence seriously. In 1955 he receives Ph.D. in Systematic
Theology from Boston University.

1953 Coretta Scott and Dr. King marry

1954 May The Supreme Court of the U.S. rules unanimously in Brown vs.
Board of Education that racial segregation in public schools is
unconstitutional.

1954 Oct Dr. King is installed by Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr. as the
twentieth pastor of the Dexter Avenue Church, Montgomery,
Alabama.

1955 Dec Mrs. Rosa Parks, a representative of a local civil rights

organization, initiates the Montgomery Bus Boycott, refusing to
relinquish her bus seat to a white man and is arrested.

1955 Dec The first day of the bus boycott. Dr. King is elected president of
the Montgomery Improvement Association.
1956 Jan King is arrested on a charge of traveling thirty miles per hour in

twenty-five miles-per hour zone in Montgomery. He is released
on his own recognizance.

1956 Jan A bomb explodes on the porch of Dr. King’s Montgomery home.
No one is injured.
1956 Feb A suit is filed in federal district court asking that Montgomery'’s

travel segregation laws be declared unconstitutional. Dr. King
convicted on boycott charges.

1956 May Federal court rules, and the Supreme Court upholds bus
segregation as unconstitutional.

1957 Feb The Southern Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC, formed

1957 Sep President Dwight D. Eisenhower federalizes the Arkansas

National Guard to escort nine African American students to an
all-white high school in Little Rock, Arkansas.

1957 Sep 9 The first civil rights act since Reconstruction is passed by
Congress.

1958 Sep Dr. King is stabbed in the chest at a book signing.

1959 Mar Dr. and Mrs. King spend a month in India studying Gandhi’s

techniques of nonviolence, as guests of Prime Minister Nehru.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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Martin Luther King Jr.
— FREEDOM CENTER —

1960 Feb
1960 Jun

1960 Oct

1961 May

1961 Nov, Dec

1962 Jan
1962 Fall

1963 Apr, May

1963 Jun
1963 Aug 28

1963 Sep 15

1963 Jun

1963 Sep 2-10

1963 Nov 22
1964 Jun 21

The first lunch-counter sit-in to desegregate eating facilities is

held by students in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Dr. King has a conference with John F. Kennedy, candidate for

president of the United States, about racial matters.

Dr. King is arrested at an Atlanta sit-in and is jailed on a charge
of violating the state’s trespass law. Dr. King is held in jail until

President Kennedy personally requests Dr. King be released.

The Freedom Rides, organized by Congress for Racial Equality,
(CORE), begin with the goal of integrating interstate buses. The

first bus is burned in Alabama, a mob beats the Riders in

Birmingham. The Riders are arrested in Mississippi and many of

them spend forty to sixty days in Parchman Penitentiary.

Dr. King arrives in Albany, GA in response to a call from Dr. W.

G. Anderson, the leader of the Albany Movement to

desegregate public facilities. Dr. King is arrested at an Albany

demonstration.

Boycott of segregated Birmingham stores begins
James Meredith, as part of the civil rights movement
desegregates University of Mississippi

Birmingham Movement begins; lunch counter sit-ins. Dr. King

arrested in Birmingham. From jail he writes “Letter from a
Birmingham Jail”. Eugene “Bull” Conner, Birmingham Police

Commissioner orders the use of police dogs and fire hoses upon

the marching protesters (young adults and children). The
Supreme Court of the United States rules Birmingham’s
segregation ordinances unconstitutional.

Mississippi NAACP leader Medgar Evers assassinated.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, the first large
integrated protest march, is held in Washington, D.C. Dr. King

delivers his “I Have A Dream” speech.
Four children die in bombing of Sixteenth Street Baptist

Church, Birmingham.

Governor George C. Wallace tries to stop the court-ordered
integration of the University of Alabama. President John F.

Kennedy federalizes the Alabama National Guard, and Governor

Wallace removes himself from blocking the entrance of the

Negro students.

Governor Wallace orders the Alabama state troopers to stop

the court ordered integration of Alabama’s elementary and high
schools until he is enjoined by court injunction from doing so.

President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner, three

civil rights workers are murdered during short trip to

Mississippi.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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The Legacy and Life of Dr. King

1964 Summer

1964 Jul

1964 Sep
1964 Dec 10
1964 Summer
1965 Jan
1965 Feb 21

1965 Mar 7

1965 Mar 9
1965 Mar 15

1965 Mar 16

1965 Mar21-25

1965 Aug 6
1965 Aug-Dec
1965 Aug 11-16
1966 Jan

1966 Spring

1966 Summer

1966 Fall
1967 Mar
1967 Mar, Apr

Council of Federated Organizations initiates the Mississippi
Summer Project, a voter-registration drive organized and run
by black and white students.

Dr. King attends the signing of the Public Accommodations Bill,
part of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, by President Lyndon B.
Johnson in the White House.

Dr. King meets with Pope Paul VI at the Vatican.

Dr. King receives the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo, Norway.

Riots occur in Harlem, New Jersey, Illinois, and Pennsylvania.
Demonstrations for voting rights in Selma

Malcolm X, leader of the Organization of Afro-American United
and former Black Muslim leader, is murdered in New York City.
A group of marching demonstrators (from SNCC and SCLC) led
by SCLC’s Hosea Williams are beaten when crossing the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on their planned march to Montgomery,
Alabama, from Selma, Alabama, by state highway patrolmen.
An order by Governor Wallace had prohibited the march.

Dr. King leads a second Selma-to-Montgomery march.
President Johnson addresses the nation and Congress. He
describes the voting rights bill he will submit to Congress in two
days and uses the slogan of the civil rights movement, "We
Shall Overcome”.

Black and White demonstrators are beaten by sheriff’'s deputies
and police on horseback in Montgomery.

Dr. King leads over three thousand protest marchers as they
leave Selma for a march to Montgomery, protected by federal
troops. They are joined along the way by a total of twenty-five
thousand marchers. Upon reaching the Capitol Dr. King gives
his, "How long? Not Long” speech.

The 1965 Voting Rights Act is signed by President Johnson.

In Alabama, SCLC spearheads voter registration.

In Watts, Los Angeles riots leave thirty-five dead

SCLC lays groundwork for Chicago Movement. Dr. King rents an
apartment in the black ghetto of Chicago.

The Supreme Court of the United States rules any poll tax
unconstitutional. Dr. King makes a tour of Alabama to help elect
black candidates. The Alabama Primary is held, the first time
since Reconstruction that blacks have voted in any numbers.
Dr. King launches a drive to make Chicago an “open city” in
regard to housing. He is stoned in Chicago as he leads a march
through crowds of angry whites in the Gage Park section of
Chicago’s southwest side.

SCLC initiates the Alabama Citizen Education Project.

Alabama is ordered to desegregate all public schools.

Dr. King publically opposes the war in Vietnam in Chicago and in
New York City at the Riverside Church.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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1967 May A black student is killed by police during a demonstration on the
campus of Historically Black College, Jackson State College,
Jackson, Mississippi. In July, twenty-three people die, 725 are
injured in riots in Newark, N.J. Forty-three die and 324 are
injured in Detroit riots, the worst of the century.

1967 Jul The Justice Department reports that more than 50 percent of all
eligible black voters are registered in Mississippi, Georgia,
Alabama, Louisiana, and South Carolina.

1967 Nov Dr. King announces the formation by SCLC of a Poor People’s
Campaign, with the aim of representing the problems of poor of
all races from around the country.

1968 Feb Sanitation workers strike in Memphis. Dr. King leads six
thousand protesters on a march through downtown Memphis in
support of striking sanitation workers. Dr. King presents speech
praising W.E.B. Du Bois at a demonstration of the Sanitation
Workers Union in Memphis, Tennessee. Police violently attack
the gathering.

1968 Apr 3 Dr. King’s last speech, entitled “I've Been to the Mountaintop,”
is delivered at the Memphis Masonic Temple.
1968 Apr 4 Dr. King is assassinated by a sniper as he stands talking on the

balcony on the second floor of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis.
James Earl Ray is later convicted of the murder.

1968 Jun 5 Presidential candidate Senator Robert Kennedy is assassinated
in Los Angeles after winning the California primary election.

1986 Nov The civil rights movement achieves a national holiday in honor of
Dr. King.

Selected text from The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr. Selected by Mrs. Coretta
Scott King. New York: Newmarket Press, 1983, and others.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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“"When a new dawn reveals a landscape dotted with
obstacles, the time has come for sober reflection,
for assessment of our methods and for anticipating
pitfalls. Stumbling and groping through the
wilderness finally must be replaced by a planned,
organized and orderly march.”

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.

“The movement therefore gives to its participants a
double education---academic learning from books
and classes, and life’s lessons from responsible
participation in social action. Indeed, the answer to
the quest for a more mature, educated American, to
compete successfully with the young people of other
lands, may be present in this new movement.”

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. QUOTES

“Every step toward the goal of justice requires
sacrifice, suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions and
passionate concern of dedicated individuals”

“We have inherited a large house, a great “world house” in
which we have to live together—black and white, Easterner
and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant,
Muslim and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas,
culture and interest, who, because we can never again live
apart, must learn somehow to live with each other in peace.”

“Today our very survival depends on our ability to stay
awake, to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and to face
the challenge of change.”

“When an individual is no longer a true participant, when
he no longer feels a sense of responsibility to his society, the
content of democracy is emptied.”

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in

moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands
at times of challenge and controversy.”
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DR. KING: THE MESSAGE

Dr. King is often described as a dreamer. This is not accurate.
Everyone dreams, and so did Dr. King, but his message was not a
dream. It was a directive. He laid out a purpose for humanity. He
assignhed a work plan to each of us in order that we might serve
the purpose. His message is constructed on a dialectical analysis
of the systems that create racism, poverty, and war. His directive
is to work tirelessly to construct organizations capable of
conquering unjust systems.

The purpose of Dr. King’s plan and directives are threefold. They
are: to eliminate racism and replace it will interracial unity; to end
poverty and consumerism and replace them with economic equality
and a life-style based on a more humanist meaningfulness; and to
replace war and other forms of violence with peace with justice.

Dr. King is an architect for a more perfect Union. His message is
to individuals and groups; it is also directed to the nation and the
world.

This chapter defines the most important components of Dr. King’s
philosophy of nonviolence and his application of nonviolence to the
work of confront injustice. Nonviolence is both a way-of-life and a
tactic. It can be applied to how one lives. In addition, it can be
applied to how an individual or group carries out an action.
Furthermore, there are at least six distinct applications of
nonviolence. For social justice warriors the most important
applications are represented in the work of Mahatma Gandhi, Cesar
Chavez, and Dr. King.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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Dr. King’s theory and practice of nonviolence is not accepted by
two groups of people: those who seek to maintain the status quo;
and those who want change yet seek to mobilize instead of
organize. Some of these differences are addressed in the Chapter,
“The Meaning for us today.”

Dr. King’s message calls for self-change as individuals come
together to transform society.

“As of 2014 the United States is involved in 134 wars. The large
ones are well know: Iraq; Afghanistan; Syria; Yemen; Pakistan;
and Somalia. However, the United States is involved in 129 other
armed conflicts and battles which are taking place in Latin America,
Africa, Asia, and Southeast Asia.”

Public Radio International. PRI, The World

Everyone 25 years old and younger has grown up in a full-blown
wartime economy which is propelled, in part, by the technology
sector; the same corporations that supply us with our personal
electronic devices.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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PRIMARY COMPONENTS OF
KINGIAN NONVIOLENCE

A STRONGER DEMOCRACY REQUIRES STUDY OF THE
LEVERS OF POWER

Nonviolence is a declaration of war
against evil and injustice.
Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.

“The power at the disposal of a nonviolent person is always greater
than he would have if he were violent.” Mahatma Gandhi

Nonviolence deals with the nature of power, and how to develop
power. Usually, the purpose of nonviolence is making somebody
do something, not do something, or stop doing something. The
aim of nonviolence is to influence behavior.

Dr. King writes about power and powerlessness. He uses the
concept of a conflict or battle between the forces of power
demanding change and the forces of power dedicated to preserving
the status quo.

The words, “status quo” mean “to stay the same.” Thus, do you
want to change or do you want to stay the same? Do you want to
help change society or do you want to let it stay the same?

Dr. King believes that power is good; it is necessary to achieve
purpose. Some people consider power a negative. That point of
view considers all power corruptive and unresponsive to the needs
of the people. Dr. King holds that power of the people is possible,
and it is possible for the people to maintain power in a way that it
represents the interests of peace with justice.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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Nonviolence deals with the nature of power, and how to develop
power. Usually, the purpose of nonviolence is making somebody
do something, not do something, or stop doing something. The
aim of nonviolence is to influence behavior.

DR. KING’S WORDS ABOUT NONVIOLENCE &
POWER

“The plantation and the ghetto were created by those who had
power both to confine those who had no power and to
perpetuate their voicelessness and their powerlessness.

“The problem of transforming the ghetto is, therefore, a problem
of power..a confrontation between the forces of power
demanding change and the forces of power dedicated to
preserving the status quo.”

“Power, properly understood, is the ability to achieve purpose.
It is the strength required to bring about social, political or
economic changes...Power is not only desirable but necessary in
order to implement the demands of love and justice.”

POWER IS THE ABILITY TO ACHIEVE PURPOSE

Dr. King writes about power and powerlessness. He uses the
concept of a conflict or battle between the forces of power
demanding change and the forces of power dedicated to
preserving the status quo. You must have a purpose in order to
achieve power.

Dr. King defines power as “the ability to achieve purpose.”

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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TWO FORMS OF POWER
There are two forms of power: Personal power and group power.

PERSONAL POWER is the ability of the person to achieve
purpose. Personal power expresses itself in interpersonal
interactions.

GROUP POWER is the ability of a group to achieve purpose. There
are many distinct groups in society which have different levels of
power. Group power expresses itself in inter-group relations and
interactions.

While there are many group distinctions, the most important
groups include: race, class or economic interest, nationality, age,
gender, religious beliefs, ideological/political beliefs, and
geographic location.

Life is the struggle between groups to achieve purpose. Some
groups need and demand change. Other groups struggle to
preserve the status quo.

Power takes either one or the other form. Power is expressed
personally, through individuals, and through groups. Of course,
within groups the internal struggle is defined by the interactions
and struggles between specific persons and subgroups.

THREE KINDS OF POWER

There are three kinds of power. Power exists in one of three areas.
There is economic power, political power and cultural/spiritual
power.

ECONOMIC POWER means, "Who has the capital, the bucks."

POLITICAL POWER means, "Who makes governmental decisions
or group decisions."

CULTURAL/SPIRITUAL POWER means, "Who communicates for
the group.”

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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POWER

There are two forms and three types of power.

ASSIGNMENT

Write at least four paragraphs. (Write more than four if you would
like).

Focus first paragraph on describing the two forms of power.

Focus second paragraph on explaining that there are three types
of power.

Focus third paragraph on a situation that makes it clear you
understand economic power and what it means in today’s world

Focus fourth paragraph on a situation that makes it clear you
understand political power and what it means in today’s world.

Focus fifth paragraph on a situation that makes it clear you
understand cultural power and what it means in today’s world.

“At the risk of seeming ridiculous, let me say that the true
revolutionary is guided by great feelings of love. It is impossible
to think of a genuine revolutionary lacking this quality.”
Che Guevara

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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NONVIOLENCE: A WORD PICTURE

Nonviolence holds certain conclusions. It is empirical, provable,
and based on fact. It is intuitive, and based on wisdom. It is
scientific. It is psychological. It is egalitarian. It involves
individuals, even when it involves millions.

Nonviolence holds certain truths: Life involves suffering. Life is
struggle. Life is choices. Life is the battle of the desire to get
versus the desire to give.

Nonviolence studies the levers of power. Nonviolence holds that
each individual plays a role in the conditions confronting the
community. The statement, “the racism in the United States is our
racism, my racism,” reveals the ownership by a nonviolence
devotee of the injustices in our society. While nonviolence sees
injustice as the result of the system of exploitation, greed, and
selfishness, it also realizes that each individual collaborates in that
system to the extent of living with and accepting its domination.
Nonviolence places the focus for change in the hands, hearts, and
minds of the exploited and oppressed.

Nonviolence seeks certain desires and opposes others. All desires
are not equal. The desire for the satisfaction of the senses
represents one kind of self-centric desire. The desire for liberation,
on the other hand, represents a more inclusive, other-centered
desire. Nonviolence seeks self-initiative in the creation and
promotion of other-centered desires because it holds that one
cannot reach other-centered desires without others also reaching
them. The desire for liberation involves everyone.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
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Nonviolence calls upon the individual to develop a self-selected
intellectual and ideological orientation. Others need not subscribe
to it. The ideological orientation must be coherent and defensible.

Nonviolence requires a self-generated desire or an emotional
foundation that encourages persistence and motivation.

Nonviolence devotees develop self-control over language.
Language forms the building blocks of thought and the thinking
process. Most of our language comes from others, from our
families, peers, and institutions. Study your language. Language
provides insight into one’s personality. Consciously create
language that communicates your most heart-felt desires and your
most thought out ideas. Words and phrases are connected to and
represent distinct ideas and emotions. How and where they are
use brings those ideas and emotions to the moment.

Nonviolence advocates use nonviolent language with one’s self.
Self-talk that reflects one’s visions and aspirations form an
important aspect of living nonviolently.

Make your conduct consistent. Nonviolence opposes having
different conduct in different settings. A nonviolent warrior for
justice dismantles the departmentalized conduct one carries out,
acting a certain way with family, another way with friends, yet
another way at work or school, and still another way in public
places. Dr. King teaches, “"Be consistent.”
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This calling leads to choosing a livelihood or occupation that is
consistent with your ideas, desires, language, and conduct. We
spend most of our time in our paid jobs, and it makes little sense
for a nonviolence devotee to select a job dedicated to hate or
violence or greed and to be expected to be able to carry out the
job without lowering one’s self-respect and strength.

Nonviolence calls for constant effort. It requires intent. Do you
recall having done something, and then moments later you ask
yourself, "Why did I do that?” Dr. King coaches us to make all our
actions a conscious choice. Avoid doing what circumstance seems
to demand. Instead, do what justice deserves.

Nonviolence calls for a studied and applied life. It calls for
concentration on effort, experimentation, global analysis, intuitive
measurement, analytical evaluation and criticism, and learning
from errors and correcting them. Every act, thought and feeling
permits the devotee an assignment for a concentrated approach to
living.
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NONVIOLENCE: A WORD PICTURE

ASSIGNMENT

Each paragraph above makes specific points about nonviolence.
Choose at least three points.

Write a paragraph that explains to others each point you have
chosen. Do not write a “book report” type of paragraphs. Write an
essay or speech in your own words that teaches others what you

think.

|
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FOUR ISSUES THAT DISTINGUISH
NONVIOLENCE PHILOSOPHY

Schools of nonviolence divide over the same particular questions
that divide human beings around the world. While there are many
such questions, permit us to mention three.

Independent or Interdependent

First, there is the question of whether people are independent or
interdependent. Some people are most aware of their individuality.
For them, the freedom to choose what, when, where and how is
more important than their relationships and their being a part of
the group(s). They see the individual as the center of reality, and
they claim that an individual wins or loses based simply on his/her
own effort or lack of it. Advocates of the primacy of independent
relationships fail to ask the “why” in life. Their concern for the
“what” and the “how” force them to create institutions and
governments that are “up against” others.

The other side of this debate represents those for whom life’s
interdependence holds supreme. Advocates of interdependence
begin with the “why?” They begin with the “purpose of life” issue,
or the "“purpose of the relationship(s) issue. To them the
separateness of people seems artificial and problematic. They see
themselves as the benefactors of those who have gone before us
and of millions of others around the world who sacrifice and
contribute by making, cultivating, and processing goods and
services that impact all. This position holds that together, we all
win, and alone we lose. Dr. King represents this thought:
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“In a real sense all life is inter-related. All men are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. I can
never be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be,

and you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I ought
to be...”

FOUR ISSUES THAT DISTINGUISH
NONVIOLENCE PHILOSOPHY

ASSIGNMENT

Among nonviolence practitioners and others, individuals divide
based on degrees of acceptance of one or the other response to
the question of independent versus interdependent. Write at least
two paragraphs that offers your point of view. Explain how and
why you have come to your conclusion.
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HUMANITY AS FRIENDLY OR HOSTILE

Second, there is the question of whether people see humanity as
friendly, indifferent or hostile. To some, like Dr. King, humanity is
on the side of justice. King recognizes evil, errors, and injustice,
but he thinks that the essence of humanity tilts slightly more
toward unity, love, and harmony. He maintains that systems of
exploitation force human beings to be more evil, and to create
more injustices than human beings would naturally exhibit in more
natural or just systems. Others see humanity as indifferent to the
life of the individual. This view holds that the individual has no
significant connection to the human family. The vague
“bureaucracy” or “the system” makes the individual irrelevant.

There is also the position that sees humanity as dangerous and
hostile toward the human endeavor. This position holds that
human beings, by nature restrict and oppresses others; that is, it
holds that the essence of humanity tilts toward evil, errors, and the
perpetuation of injustice.

Related to the debate between the positions that humanity is
basically friendly or hostile, is the debate as to whether or not
individuals are essentially good or bad. The thinking that holds that
individuals are born essentially good claims that one doesn’t have
to intentfully make choices because, it holds, being naturally good
means you will tend to do only good things. Those that hold that
individuals are born bad usually see individuals as born as sinners.
From this point of view, there is no reason to educate or prepare
individuals to make choices because their essence, by nature, is
essentially sinful.

Nonviolence, on the other hand, believes that each person is born
neither essentially good nor essentially bad, but each person is
born with the capacity to do (and thus be) both good and bad.
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Each person has the responsibility to choose between the two.
Nonviolence puts the emphasis on the individual’s choice and sees
life as an opportunity to make millions of choices, which we make
annually, monthly, weekly, daily, hourly, minute by minute and
practically every second. Dr. King puts it this way:

“More and more I feel that the people of ill will have used time
much more effectively than have the people of good will. We will
have to repent in this generation not merely for the hateful words
and actions of the bad people, but for the appalling silence of the
good people.”

Nonviolence calls us to choose our thoughts, feelings, and
actions. We can choose sympathy, compassion, and giving, or
we can choose selfishness, greed, and taking. The choice belongs
to each of us. Itis through our conduct that we make choices.

HUMANITY AS FRIENDLY OR HOSTILE
ASSIGNMENT

Write three paragraphs that explaining your view on the basic
nature of human beings. Do you think humanity is basically
friendly, indifferent, or hostile? Explain why you think the way you
do.

Add two more paragraphs that explain your view on the basic
nature of individuals. Do you think the individual is born basically
good, or bad, or is the individual born neither inherently good or
bad, but is born and grows with the capacity to choose. Explain
why you think the way you do.

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
www.icleadership.org

30



The Legacy and Life of Dr. King

TWO DIFFERENT VIEWS ON THE NATURE OF
POWER

The philosophy of violence and the philosophy of nonviolence hold
two different views of the nature of power.

Violence claims that power is durable and long lasting. Violence
claims that those in power are above will of the majority. In
personal relationships, the philosophy of violence holds that one
who controls the economic and political power of the group or
family can hold that power no matter what other group or family
members do. Violence says, "My way or the highway,” but ignores
the fact that everyone is replaceable.

Nonviolence holds that power is fragile because it depends on many
individuals and groups for reinforcement.

Violence sees the people as dependent upon the good will, the
decisions, and the support of their government (or bosses or
leaders).

Nonviolence sees the government (or bosses or leaders)
dependent upon the people’s good will, decisions, and support.

Nonviolence holds that the exercise of power depends on the
consent of the ruled. By withdrawing that consent, the ruled can
control those in power, and even destroy their power.

Nonviolence is a technique used to combat, control, and destroy
the opponent’s power by nonviolent means of wielding power.
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TWO DIFFERENT VIEWS ON THE NATURE OF
POWER

ASSIGNMENT

Dr. King holds that power is fragile; that it is dependent on the
support of the governed. The forces of greed put forth that power
is invincible and permanent. What do you think? Write an essay,
a speech, or a poem that explains your view on the nature of
power.

“When a people are mired in oppression, they realize deliverance
when they have accumulated the power to enforce
change............ The powerful never lose opportunities—they remain
available to them. The powerless, on the other hand, never
experience opportunity—it is always arriving at a later time.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.

“In our society power sources are sometimes obscure and
indistinct. Yet they can always finally be traced to those forces we
describe as ideological, economic, and political.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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THREE COMPONENTS OF NONVIOLENCE

The three components of nonviolence provide clarity on what
occurs in the process of developing power through the practice of
nonviolence.

Nonviolence makes a vow to truth. Dr. King does not mean,
“THE Truth.” He is referring to a process of seeking truth. Dr. King
opposes the status quo’s interpretation of truth, which is to insist
that truth is one thing and one thing only, and it is frozen in time.
Dr. King interprets “a vow to truth” to mean making a commitment
to seek accurate and transparent understanding. Seeking truth
means being able to hear and understand the ideas and feelings of
another while simultaneously critically analyzing and refining your
own ideas and feelings.

The constant renewal of the mind. This component refers to
the process of critically analyzing and refining one’s ideas and
feelings. It means to study what you already know. It requires
learning how to learn, which requires learning how to unlearn.

Nonviolence is dedicated to the development of self-control.
Nonviolence requires a high degree of self-control. Nonviolence is
a declaration of war against racism, economic exploitation, and
war. Self-control of mind, emotions, and body is essential in order
to carry out nonviolent actions and to further develop nonviolent
thinking.
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THREE COMPONENTS OF NONVIOLENCE

ASSIGNMENT

Write an essay, speech, or poem about the three components of
nonviolence. You can focus on one of the components, or refer to
all of them in some way. Write at least four paragraphs or stanzas.
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DR. KING'’S SIX PRINCIPLES
OF NONVIOLENT CHANGE

1. Nonviolence is a way of life for courageous individuals. Itis a
proactive declaration of war against evil & injustice. Courage is the inner
resolution to go forward in spite of obstacles and frightening situations.

2. Nonviolence does not seek to defeat or humiliate the opponent,
but to win his friendship & understanding. The end of nonviolence is
redemption and reconciliation. The aftermath of nonviolence is the creation
of the beloved community, while the aftermath of violence is tragic bitterness.

3. Nonviolence directs its attack against the forces of evil rather
than against persons who happen to be doing the evil. It is the evil that
the nonviolent resister seeks to defeat, not the person victimized by evil.

4, Nonviolence resistance is a willingness to accept suffering
without retaliation. Nonviolence holds that suffering can educate and
transform. "Things of fundamental importance to people are not secured by
reason alone, but have to be purchased with their suffering." Mahatma
Gandhi.

5. Nonviolence avoids not only external physical violence but also
internal violence of spirit. The nonviolent resister not only refuses to shoot
the opponent but the resister also refuses to hate the opponent. At the center
of nonviolence stands the principle of agape love.

6. Nonviolence is based on the conviction that the universe is on
the side of justice. Consequently, the nonviolence practitioner has deep
faith in the future.
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DR. KING'’S SIX STEPS FOR NONVIOLENT
CHANGE

1. Information gathering. In order to understand and
articulate the issue or injustice facing the community, you must
first research, investigate and gather all vital information that will
increase your understanding of the problem. Dr. King explains the
importance of fully understanding the logic of the adversary’s
position so that you can defeat that logic in the hearts and minds
of the people.

2. Education. It is essential to inform others about your issue.
Devote time to fully develop a clear, concise way to communicate
about the struggle so others clearly understand the issues and
what is at stake.

3. Personal commitment. Eliminate hidden motives and
prepare yourself to accept suffering, if necessary, in your work for
justice. Do not rely on your logic and on the righteousness of the
cause to be a productive change agent. Effectively working for
justice means to be fully committed to the work, for the work’s
sake.

4. Negotiation. With grace, humor, and intelligence, confront
the other party with a list of injustices and a plan for addressing
and resolving these injustices. The struggle is not a one-way
engagement. It requires two or more opposing forces. The
nonviolence practitioner develops a plan that removes injustices
and creates new relationships based on justice.
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5. Direct action. Used to morally force the opponent to work
with you in resolving the injustices. Direct action imposes a
"creative tension" into the conflict.

6. Reconciliation. Nonviolence does not seek to defeat the
opponent, but to seek her/his cooperation and understanding. It is
directed against evil systems, forces, policies, and acts, not against
persons.

The six steps for Nonviolent Change from Martin L. King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc.

"The oceans of history are made turbulent by the ever rising tides
of hate. History is cluttered with the wreckage of nations and
individuals that pursued that self-defeating path of hate. Love is
the key to the solution of the problems of the world."

Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.
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NONVIOLENCE: A DECLARATION OF WAR
AGAINST EVIL AND INJUSTICE

Violence and Nonviolence Share Many Virtues and Beliefs

Both Share the Belief That
Conflict is Natural & Inevitable

Both Believe They Are
The Best Solution to Disputes, Injustices, and Conflict

Shared Virtues of the Violent Fighter & the Nonviolence
Practitioner

Enterprise Showing a willingness to undertake new projects,
risk taking.

Courage The inner resolution to go forward in spite of
obstacles and frightening situations.

Strenuous Action Obtaining satisfaction from hard, difficult
work.

Endurance The ability to preserve mind, spirit & body for the
long haul.

Sincerity The militarist’s vision of truth may be partial and
cloudy, but he nevertheless lives, suffers and dies for the truth as
he sees it. The nonviolence practitioner is motivated by deep,
sincere feelings.
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MORE SHARED VIRTUES
OF THE VIOLENT FIGHTER AND THE
NONVIOLENCE PRACTITIONER

Devotion Both violent warriors and nonviolent soldiers
establish devotion.

Sense of Unity with One’s Own Kind

Militarists share a deep sense of unity with their own kind.
Nonviolence practitioners share a sense of unity even with their
opponents and enemies.

Order Both hold that order is a means to a positive end.

Training The militarists have had centuries of elaborate
training. Nonviolence adherents also advocate for superb
training.

Discipline Both respect and create discipline within the
individual and group.

Energy All the deep emotions, especially fear & anger and
love and hope, are generators of tremendous energy. To be a
channel of immense energy gives one a thrill and a satisfaction
that can never be forgotten. Fear, anger and hatred are
doubtless evil, but the energy that they arouse is, by itself, good;
for as William Blake said, energy is divine.

Importance of Information
Correct and current information is sought after by both organized
violence and organized nonviolence.
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MORE SHARED VIRTUES
OF THE VIOLENT FIGHTER AND THE
NONVIOLENCE PRACTITIONER

Will to Conquer

While the militarist’s will to conquer seems obvious, the
nonviolence practitioner must also have such a will. Indeed, she
must have an indomitable will to victory in order to endure the
suffering put upon her. Moreover, she has a stronger incentive to
win than has the ordinary soldier in war, for by this new way the
final result is sure and settled permanently, and with a great
release of happiness for all concerned.

Strategy & Tactics

Both the organized militarist and nonviolence practitioner study
and act based on understanding strategy and tactics. While victory
is perceived differently by the two, both use such well known
strategies as: surprise; never do what the enemy wishes you to
do; using the defensive as the decisive form of action;
concentrating her force at the decisive point; utilizing the
superiority of the moral factor to purely material resource.

Economy of forces

Both ways of solving disputes rely on this strategy.

Mobility The ability to move about, to change venue, to step back
or step forward.
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THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN VIOLENCE AND NONVIOLENCE

Nonviolence seeks change by willingly accepting suffering
and sacrifice.

Violence seeks change by willingly perpetrating acts of
suffering and sacrifice on others. The forces of violence
refuse to change.

Violence attempts to create a social order based on the
domination of the wealthy elite over the majority.
Nonviolence attempts to create a social order based on the
domination of the majority over the wealthy elite.

Nonviolence takes responsibility for the conflict and
contradictions, and advocates that warriors for justice
change themselves in order to force the adversary to do
what they would not otherwise do. Nonviolent warriors for
justice focus nonviolent force on dismantling the system of
racism and injustice, and replacing it with a system of
economic, political, and social justice.
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THE FUNDAMENTAL ESSENCE OF
NONVIOLENCE
IS AN ANTIDOTE TO VIOLENCE

THE OPPOSITE OF VIOLENCE IS
PEACE WITH JUSTICE

While nonviolence shares certain virtues and strategies with
violence, the fundamental essence of nonviolence opposes war,
and the violence of racism and hyper-consumerism.

Nonviolence seeks redemption and reconciliation. It seeks justice.
Peace.
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THREE STEPS TO HIGHER CONSCIOUSNESS

Conduct, Character, and Consciousness

To develop consciousness, one must first develop the conduct that
produces the relationships with others and the world that permits
consciousness. Consciousness does not first come from ideas. It
begins with conduct.

Conduct
The first steps to higher consciousness.

What is conduct?
The American Heritage Dictionary defines conduct as:

The way a person acts
The way one acts from the standpoint of morality and ethics

Behavior
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Next step: Character

Character An essential step on the path to higher
consciousness.

What is character?
The American Heritage Dictionary defines character as:

The combination of qualities that distinguishes one person
(or group) from another

Disposition

moral or ethical strength

A distinguishing feature or attribute

While the concept of character is objective and static, in life
character takes on significance in distinguishing and defining
commonalities and differences between individuals and groups.
The world-view one uses to observe others is impacted by place,
time, class, race, culture, gender, and other external realities. By
“place” we mean the geographic location on the planet in
relationship to all other geographic locations. By “time” we mean
epoch or era, a time defined by specific qualities. By class we mean
the economic relationship to the means of production and
consumption. Race refers to color. Culture refers to certain shared
history, acts, thoughts, and feelings that bond a particular group
together.
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Next step: Consciousness
Consciousness

What is Consciousness?

The American Heritage Dictionary says consciousness is:
To be awake
To be alert

Having an awareness of one’s own environment and one’s
own existence

Intentionally conceived or done

Mindful

Capable of thought, will or perception

A sense of one’s personal or collective identity

Attitudes, beliefs, and sensitivities held by or considered
characteristic of an individual or a group

Higher consciousness develops when one’s conduct leads to an
otherinterested, amplified character. Lower consciousness
develops when one’s conduct leads to a self-centered, narrow
character. Low character allows for little awareness. Low character
sees only what is right in front of it. It is not capable of perception
and identity. High character permits an awareness of life and
reality that is much further away. High character sees more clearly
one’s own environment and existence.
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THREE STEPS TO HIGHER CONSCIOUSNESS

The road to permanent and lasting change begins with our ability
to change our conduct.

ASSIGNMENT

Conduct, character, and consciousness represent a progression
that leads toward being woke and on the case. Write a speech,
poem, or essay putting into your own words the importance of the
progression between conduct, character, and consciousness.
Visualize teaching this concept to others.
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TRIPLETS OF INJUSTICE

RACISM

Racism is based on the white supremacist lie that black people are
inferior and white people superior. The idea of racism was created
by white, economic elites in the 17t Century in order to manipulate
white people into accepting the brutality of slavery. Racism is an
economic system that maintains political and social systems and
institutions based on the ideas of white supremacy.

MATERIALISM

Materialism is a system and way-of-life that requires prioritizing
material objects and comforts while rejecting cultural, intellectual
practices and values. Materialism objectifies people as
commodities to be used as objects for one’s profit or pleasure.

Materialism stems from the economic system of exploitation of
human beings, a system that continues to create smaller and
smaller numbers of extremely wealthy people, while, at the same
time, producing larger and larger masses of poor people.

Materialism also replaces “participation” with “spectating.” People
stop participating in sports, in singing and creative work, and,
instead, as spectators they watch others play sports, listen to
others sing, and witness the creative works of others.
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MILITARISM

Militarism is the system that makes the purpose of life the
executing of war and war-like conditions. It is the military-
industrial complex----that interconnected system of
private corporations that profit from wartime production
intricately connected to military structures.

Militarism includes all forms of violence. The criminal
justice system has become militarized. Personal
relationships suffer from physical and emotional violence.

TRIPLETS OF INJUSTICE

ASSIGNMENT

Dr. King’s triplets of injustice form an outline that describes the
systems and structures that continue to harm the growth and
health of the nation. These injustices continue to divide and
disintegrate economic and social relation. They continue to
brutalize the minds, emotions, and bodies of the people. Write a
speech, poem, or essay that clearly states your views of what Dr.
King calls the triplets of injustice.
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THE TRIPLETS OF INJUSTICE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. presented this speech on The Triplets of
Injustice at the first National Conference on New Politics in
Chicago, 1967.

Mr. Chairman, friends, and brothers in this first gathering of the
National Conference on New Politics, ladies and gentlemen, can you
hear me in the back? I don't know if the Klan is in here tonight or
not with all the trouble we're having with these microphones.

Seldom, if ever, has -- we're still working with it. As I was about to
say, seldom if ever has such a diverse and truly ecumenical
gathering convened under the aegis of politics in our nation. And I
want to commend the leadership of the National Conference on
New Politics for all of the great work that they have done in making
this significant convention possible.

Indeed by our very nature we affirm that something new is taken
place on the American political horizon we have come here from
the dusty plantations of the deep south and the depressing ghettos
of the north. We have come from the great universities and the
flourishing suburbs. We have come from Appalachian poverty and
from conscience-stricken wealth but we have come. And we have
come here because we share a common concern for the moral
health of our nation we have come because our eyes have seen
through the superficial glory and glitter of our society and observe
the coming of judgment.

Like the prophet of old we have read the handwriting on the wall.
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We have seen our nation weighed in the balance of history and
found wanting. We have come because we see this as a dark hour
in the affairs of men. For most of us this is a new mood we are
traditionally the idealists. We are the marchers from Mississippi and
Selma and Washington who staked our lives on the American
dream during the first half of this decade. Many assembled here
campaigned assiduously for Lyndon Johnson in 1964 because we
cannot stand idly by and watch our nation contaminated by the
18th century policies of Goldwaterism.

We were the hardcore activists who were willing to believe that
southerners could be reconstructed in the constitutional image. We
were the dreamers of a dream that dark yesterdays of man's
inhumanity to man would soon be transformed into bright
tomorrows of justice.

Now it is hard to escape the disillusionment of betrayal. Our hopes
have been blasted and our dreams have been shattered. The
promise of a Great Society was shipwrecked off the coast of Asia
on the dreadful peninsula to Vietham. The poor black and white --
the poor black and white are still perishing on a lonely island of
poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity.

What happens to a dream deferred? It leads to bewildering
frustration and corroding bitterness. I came to see this in a
personal experience here in Chicago last summer. In all the
speaking that I have done in the United States before varied
audiences, including some hostile whites, the only time that I have
ever been booed was one night in our regular weekly mass meeting
by some angry young men of our movement. I went home that
night with an ugly feeling. Selfishly I thought of my sufferings and
sacrifices over the last 12 years why would they boo one so close
to them, but as I lay awake thinking I finally came to myself and I
could not for the life of me have less than patience and
understanding for those young men.
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For 12 years, I and others like me had held out radiant promises
of progress I had preached to them about my dream. I had lectured
to them about the not too distant day when they would have
freedom all here now. I had urged them to have faith in America
and in white society their hopes had soared. They were now booing
me because they felt that we weren't able to deliver on our
promises. They were booing because we had urged them to have
faith in people who had too often proved to be unfaithful.

They were now hostile because they were watching the dream that
they had so readily accepted turn into a frustrating nightmare. This
situation is all the more ominous and view of the rising
expectations of men the world over. The deep rumblings that we
hear today, the rumbling of discontent is the thunder of
disinherited masses rising from dungeons of oppression to the
bright heels of freedom.

All over the world like a fever of freedom is spreading in the widest
liberation movement in history. The great masses of people are
determined to end the exploitation of their races and lands. And in
one majestic chorus they are singing in the words of our freedom
song, ain't gonna let nobody turn us around. And so the collision
course is set. The people cry for freedom and the Congress
attempts to legislate repression. Millions, yes billions, are
appropriated for mass murder. But the most meager pittance of
foreign aid for international development is crushed in the surge of
reaction. Unemployment rages at a major depression level in the
black ghettos, but the bipartisan response is an anti-riot bill rather
than a serious poverty program. The modest proposals for model
cities rent supplement and rat control, pitiful as they were to begin
with, get caught in the maze of congressional inaction.
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And I submit to you tonight that a congress that proves to be more
anti-negro than anti-rat needs to be dismissed. It seems that our
legislative assemblies have adopted Nero as their patron saint and
are bent on fiddling while our cities burn. Even when the people
persist and in the face of great obstacles develop indigenous
leadership and self-help approaches to their problems and finally
tread the forest of bureaucracy to obtain existing government
funds, the corrupt political order seeks to crush even this beginning
of hope. The case of CDGM in Mississippi is the most publicized
example, but it is a story repeated many times across our nation.

Our own experience here in Chicago is especially painful at present.
After an enthusiastic approval by HCW's department of adult
education SCLC began an adult literacy project to aid 1,000 young
men and women who have been pushed out of overcrowded ghetto
schools and obtaining basic basically literacy skills prerequisite to
receiving jobs. We had an agreement with A&P stores for 750 jobs
through SCLC's job program, operation breadbasket, and had
recruited over 500 pupils the first week. At that point,
Congressman Kachinsky and the daily machine intervened and
demanded that Washington cut off our funds or channel them
through the machine controlled poverty program in Chicago. Now
we have no problem with administrative supervision but we do
have a desire to be independent of machine control, and the
Democratic Party patronage network. For this desire for a politically
independent approach to the needs of our brothers our funds are
being stopped as of September 15th, and a very meaningful
program discontinued.

Yes the hour is dark. Evil comes forth in the guise of good. It is a
time of double-talk when men in high places have a high blood
pressure of deceptive rhetoric and an anemia of concrete
performance. We cry out against welfare handouts to the poor but
generously approve an oil depletion allowance to make the rich
richer. Six Mississippi plantations receive more than a million
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dollars a year not to plant cotton but no provision is made to feed
the tenant farmer who is put out of work by the government
subsidy. The crowning achievement in hypocrisy must go to those
staunch Republicans and Democrats of the Midwest and West who
were given land by our government when they came here as
immigrants from Europe. They were given education through the
land-grant colleges. They were provided with agricultural agents to
keep them abreast of farming trends. They were granted low-
interest loans to aid in the mechanization of their farms and now
that they have succeeded in becoming successful, they are paid
not to farm. And these are the same people who now say to black
people whose ancestors were brought to this country in chains and
who were emancipated in 1863 without being given land to
cultivate or bread to eat that they must pull themselves up by their
own bootstraps. What they truly advocate is socialism for the rich
and capitalism for the poor.

I wish that I could say that this is just a passing phase in the cycle
of our nation's life, said in the times of war times of reaction
throughout the society. But I suspect that we are now experiencing
the coming to the surface of a triple pronged sickness that has
been lurking within our body politic from it's very beginning that is
the sickness of racism, excessive materialism and militarism. Not
only is this our nation's dilemma, it is the plague of Western
civilization.

As early as 1906 W.E.B. DuBois prophesied that the problem of the
20th century will be the problem of the color line. Now as we stand
two-thirds into this crucial period of history, we know full well that
racism is still that hound of hell which dogs the tracks of our
civilization. Ever since the birth of our nation white America has
had a schizophrenic personality on the question of race. She has
been torn between selves. A self in which she proudly professed
the great principles of democracy and a self in which she madly
practice he antithesis of democracy.
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And this tragic duality has produced a strange indecisiveness and
ambivalence toward the Negro, causing America to take a step
backwards simultaneously with every step forward on the question
of racial justice to be at once attracted to the Negro and repelled
by him, to love and to hate him. And there has never been a solid
unified and determined thrust to make justice a reality for Afro
Americans. The step backward has a new name today it is called
the white backlash. But the white backlash is nothing new it is the
surfacing of old prejudices, hostilities, and ambivalences that have
always been there. It was caused neither -- it was caused neither
by the cry of black power nor by the unfortunate recent wave of
riots in our cities the white backlash of today is rooted in the same
problem that has characterized America ever since the black man
landed in chains on the shores of this nation.

This does not imply that all white Americans are racists. Far from
it, many white people have through a deep moral compulsion
fought long and hard for racial justice. Nor does it mean that
America has made no progress in the attempt to cure the body
politic of the disease of racism, or that the dogma of racism has
not been considerably modified in recent years. However for the
good of America it is necessary to refute the idea that the dominant
ideology in our country even today is freedom and equality while
racism is just an occasional departure from the norm on the part
of a few bigoted extremists.

Racism can well be that corrosive evil that will bring down the
curtain on Western civilization. Arnold Toynbee has said that some
26 civilizations have risen upon the face of the earth almost all of
them have descended into the junk heaps of destruction the decline
and fall of these civilizations according to Toynbee was not caused
by external invasions but by internal decay. They fail to respond
creatively to the challenges impinging upon them. If America does
not respond creatively to the challenge to banish racism, some

© Roy D. Wilson, EdD
www.icleadership.org

54



The Legacy and Life of Dr. King

future historian will have to say that a great civilization died
because it lacked the soul and commitment to make justice a
reality for all men.

The second aspect of our afflicted society's extreme materialism,
an Asian writer has betrayed our dilemma in candid terms he says
you call your thousand material devices labor-saving machinery,
yet you are forever busy with the multiplying of your machinery,
you grow increasingly fatigued, anxious, nervous, dissatisfied
whatever you have you want more, and wherever you are you want
to go somewhere else. Your devices are neither time-saving nor
soul-saving machinery. There are so many sharp spurs which urge
you on to invent more machinery and to do more business.

This tells us something about our civilization that cannot be cast
aside as a prejudice charge by an Eastern thinker who is jealous of
Western prosperity. We cannot escape the indictment. This does
not mean that we must turn back the clock of scientific progress.
No one can overlook the wonders that science has wrought for our
lives the automobile will not abdicate in favor of the horse and
buggy, or the train in favor of the stagecoach, or the tractor in
favor of the hand plow, of the scientific method in favor of
ignorance and superstition, but our moral lag must be redeemed
when scientific power outruns moral power we end up with guided
missiles and misguided men.

When we foolishly maximize the minimum and minimize the
maximum, we sign the warrant our own day of doom. It is this
moral lag in our thing-oriented society that blinds us to the human
realities around us, and encourages us and the greed and
exploitation which create the sector of poverty in the midst of
wealth. Again, we have deluded ourselves into believing the myth
that capitalism grew and prospered out of the Protestant ethic of
hard work and sacrifice.
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The fact is that capitalism was built on the exploitation and
suffering of black slaves and continues to thrive on the exploitation
of the poor both black and white, both here and abroad. If Negroes
and poor whites do not participate in the free flow of wealth within
our economy they will forever be poor giving their energy, their
talents, and their limited funds to the consumer market, but
reaping few benefits and services in return. The way to end poverty
is to end the exploitation of the poor, ensure them -- ensure them
a fair share of the government services and the nation's resources.
I proposed recently that a national agency be established to
provide employment for everyone needing it. Nothing is more
socially inexcusable than unemployment in this age. In the '30s
when the nation was bankrupt it instituted such an agency, the
WPA.

In the present conditions of a nation flooded with resources, it is
barbarous to condemn people desiring work to soul sapping
inactivity and poverty. And I am convinced that even this one
massive act of concern would do more than all the state police and
armies of the nation to quell riots and steal hatreds. And the
tragedy is that our materialistic culture does not possess the
statesmanship necessary to do it. Victor Hugo could have been
thinking of 20th century America when he wrote there's always
more misery among the lower classes than there is humanity in
the higher classes.

The time has come for America to face the inevitable choice
between materialism and humanism. We must devote at least as
much to our children's education and the health of the poor, as we
do to the care of our automobiles and the building of beautiful
impressive hotels. We must also realize that the problems of racial
injustice and economic injustice cannot be solved without a radical
redistribution of political and economic power. We must further
recognize that the ghetto is a domestic colony. Black people must
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develop programs that will aid in the transfer of power and wealth
into the hands of residents of the ghetto so that they may in reality
control their own destinies. This is a meaning of new politics,
people of goodwill in the larger community must support the black
man in this effort.

The final phase of our national sickness is the disease of militarism
nothing more clearly demonstrates our nation's abuse of military
power than our tragic adventure in Vietham. This war has played
havoc with the destiny of the entire world. It has torn up the
Geneva agreement. It has seriously impaired the United Nations.
It has exacerbated the hatred between continents, and worse still
between races. It has frustrated our development at home, telling
our own underprivileged citizens that we place insatiable military
demands above their most critical needs. It has greatly contributed
to the forces of reaction in America and strengthened the military
industrial complex. And it has practically destroyed Vietnam and
left thousands of American and Vietnamese youth maimed and
mutilated, and exposed the whole world to the risk of nuclear
warfare.

Above all the war in Vietnam has revealed what Senator Fulbright
calls our nation's arrogance of power. We are not we are arrogant
in professing to be concerned about the freedom of foreign nations
while not setting our own house in order. Many of our senators and
congressmen vote joyously to appropriate billions of dollars for the
war in Vietnam, and many of these same senators and
congressmen vote loudly against a fair housing bill to make it
possible for a Negro veteran of Vietnam to purchase a decent
home. We order Negro soldiers to kill on foreign battlefields but
offer little protection for their relatives from beatings and killings
in our own south. We are willing to make the Negro 100 percent of
a citizen in warfare but reduce him to 50 percent of a citizen on
American soil.
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No war in our nation's history has ever been so volative of our
conscience, our natural national interests and so destructive of our
moral standing before the world. No enemy has ever been able to
cause such damage to us as we inflict upon ourselves. The
inexorable decay of our urban centers as flared into terrifying
domestic conflict, as the pursuit of foreign war absorbs our wealth
and energy. Squalor and poverty scar our cities as our military
might destroys cities in a far-off land to support oligarchy, to
intervene in domestic conflict.

The president who cherishes consensus for peace has intensified
the war. In answer to a cry to stop the war it has brought tauntingly
to one minutes flying time from China, to a moment before the
midnight of world conflagration. We offer a tax for war instead of
a plan for peace. Men of reason should no longer debate the merits
of war or means of financing war. They should end the war and
restore sanity and humanity to American policy. And if the will of
the people continues to be unheeded, all men of goodwill must
create a situation in which the 1967-68 elections are made a
referendum on the war.

The American people -- the American people must have an
opportunity to vote into oblivion those who cannot detach
themselves from militarism those who lead us. And so we are here
because we believe, we hope, we pray that something new might
emerge in the political life of this nation which will produce a new
man, new structures, and institutions and a new life for mankind.

I am convinced that this new life will not emerge until our nation
undergoes a radical revolution of values. When machines -- when
machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are
considered more important than people the giant triplets of racism,
economic exploitation, and militarism are incapable of being
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conquered. Our civilization can flounder as readily in the face of
moral bankruptcy as it can through financial bankruptcy.

A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question the
fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies. We
are called to play the Good Samaritans on life's roadside but that
will only be an initial act. One day the whole Jericho Road must be
transformed so the men and women will not be beaten and robbed
as they make that journey through life. True compassion is more
than flinging a coin to a beggar. It understands that an edifice
which produces beggars needs restructuring.

A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily on the glaring
contrast of poverty and wealth. With righteous indignation it will
look at thousands of working people displaced from their jobs with
reduced income as a result of automation while the profits of the
employers remain intact and say this is not just. It will look across
the oceans and see individual capitalists of the West invest in huge
sums of money in Asia and Africa only to take the profits out with
no concern for the social betterment of the countries and say this
is not just. It will look at our alliance with the landed gentry of Latin
America and say this is not just.

A true revolution of values will lay hands on the world order and
say a war, this way of settling differences is not just, this business
of burning human beings with napalm of filling our nation's homes
with orphans and widows, of injecting poisonous drugs of hate into
the veins of people's normally humane, of sending men home from
dark and bloody battlefields physically handicapped, and
psychologically deranged cannot be reconciled with wisdom justice
and love. A nation that continues year after year to spend more
money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is
approaching spiritual death.
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So what we must all see is that these are revolutionary times all
over the globe. Men are revolting against old systems of
exploitation and out of the wombs of a frail world, new systems
and of justice and equality of being born. The shirtless and barefoot
people of the earth are arising up is never before the people who
sat in darkness have seen a great light. And we in the West must
support these revolutions.

It is a sad fact that because of comfort, complacency, a morbid
fear of communism, and our proneness to adjust to injustice the
Western nations that initiated so much of the revolutionary spirit
of the modern world have now become the arch anti
revolutionaries. This has driven many to feel that only Marxism has
the revolutionary spirit, communism is a judgment. In a sense
communism is a judgment of our failure to make democracy real
and to follow through on the revolutions that we initiated.

Our only hope today lies in our ability to recapture the
revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile world
declaring eternal opposition to poverty, racism, and militarism.
With this powerful commitment, we shall boldly challenge the
status quo and unjust mores and thereby speed the day when
every valley sh