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Good afternoon, and welcome to a spectacular National 2
Rugby showdown here at a sun-drenched Pottington Road! We
are absolutely thrilled to welcome our guests, Chester Rugby
Club, for what promises to be a phenomenal and hard-fought
contest between two proud clubs.

In Loving Memory of Alison Joce

It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of
Alison Joce, who died peacefully on Wednesday, 22nd October.
Alison was a cherished and foundational figure in our club's
history, and her loss will be deeply felt by all who knew her.

While many will know her as the devoted mum of our player,
Lewis Joce, Alison's own legacy at the club is a rich and
enduring one. She was a pioneering member of the Barnstaple
Squaws, our original ladies' team, in the club's early days. Her
commitment extended far beyond the pitch; for years, before the
club acquired the 'Barum Beast' line marker, Alison was the
familiar face you would see meticulously preparing the pitches
every Friday afternoon, ensuring everything was perfect for the
weekend's games.

WELCOME TO

POTTINGTON
ROAD

The Heart of Devon



In accordance with the family's wishes, we will honour
Alison's memory with a minute's applause prior to kick-off at
our next home game. We invite everyone to join us in this
tribute to a remarkable woman who gave so much to our
club.

Our heartfelt condolences are with Lewis and the entire
Joce family at this difficult time, may Alison rest easy.

Alison leading from the front
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Save the Date: What's Coming Next

Looking ahead, the excitement continues next weekend! On
Sunday, 2nd November, we have the legendary Barnstaple &
District Roundtable Fireworks Night right here. You know just
how spectacular this event is—it's the biggest and best display
in North Devon! Grab your tickets early; all the details are on the
poster. It’s a night you won’t want to miss.

Next Saturday 1st November at the new kick off time of 2pm
the Bucc’s take to the field to face Crediton.

Going forward, there are no home games involving the Chiefs
or Athletic for the next fortnight which means the programme
will be taking a rest for that period of time. Just watch out for any
updates on the website and of course, Facebook and
Instagram will also have updates as to team news, team sheets
and so forth. But for the programme, I'm going to take a
breather for a fortnight and get on to some other stuff. See you
next when we cheer on the Chiefs as they welcome
Loughborough University on November 15th.

But for now, let's focus on the here and now. Find your spot, get
your voices ready, and let’s create an electric atmosphere to
roar the Chiefs onto victory.
 



Before the whistle blows and the action kicks off, we have a host
of events to make your Saturday with us a truly full-day
experience!

Today's Event Line-Up: Food, Rugby, and Party!

We're thrilled to announce the return of our legendary pre-match
carvery! Kicking off at 12:30 PM and served by the fantastic Royal
Class Catering, this is the perfect way to fuel up for the game. No
need to book—just head on down to the club. 
But be warned, when it's gone, it's gone! So don't hang around;
get down there and enjoy a fabulous, hearty meal.

The Main Event: Chiefs vs. Chester 

Then, at 2:30 PM, all eyes will be on the pitch as your Barnstaple
Chiefs take on Chester in what is sure to be an action-packed 80
minutes. Get ready to make some noise and cheer on the lads!

Post-Match: Fabulous 90s Night! 
The fun doesn't stop at the final whistle! Stick around and join us
for a fantastic 90s night with the incredible Sam Dowden, live in
the clubhouse from 6:30 PM. This is going to be a brilliant evening
of classic hits and great vibes.

Tickets are available now from Amy or Heather behind the
bar.
The clubhouse will be open right after the game from 5:00
PM, so you can grab a drink, relax, and get ready to party!

Make a full day of it—great food, thrilling rugby, and an
unforgettable night. You've earned it!



Party night
OCTOBER 25TH | 2025
START AT 5PM

JOIN US

Special Guest

Barnstaple Rugby Club

Rediscover the past.
Savor the iconic,
rediscover delicious
food that defined it

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM AMY OR HEATHER
AT THE BAR

TONIGHT

TONIGHT

TONIGHT



Good afternoon everyone and a very warm welcome to
Pottington Road for today’s National League 2 West fixture
against Chester RFC. It’s our first-ever meeting with Chester,
and we extend a heartfelt welcome to their players, coaches,
committee, and supporters who have made the journey down
to North Devon. We wish you all an enjoyable day with us and
a safe journey home after what promises to be an excellent
game of rugby.

It’s been a fantastic start to the season for Barnstaple as we
return to National League rugby. The hard work, commitment,
and passion shown by the players and coaching team have
been outstanding, and it’s great to see that effort reflected in
the performances on the field.

Across the club, there’s a real sense of momentum and pride.
Our senior squad continues to impress, with three senior sides
regularly taking the field and, this season, the addition of a
Vets team, further strengthening our rugby community. The
Colts are also performing brilliantly, showing that the future of
Barnstaple rugby is in safe hands. This success extends right
down through our junior section, which now boasts around 

Chair's Welcome
 
Historic Clash with Chester
Caps Period of Rising Pride
and Momentum at
Barnstaple RFC
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290 boys and girls, and continues to grow week by week.

A massive thank you must go to all the players, coaches,
managers, and backroom staff across every team. Your effort,
energy, and dedication are what make this club so special.

We’re also incredibly fortunate to have a strong and dedicated
volunteer base, from our committee members to the Tuesday
volunteers and match day gate crew, who give up countless
hours each week to ensure our facilities, pitches, and
clubhouse are looking their best and that everything runs
smoothly. It truly is a whole-club effort that allows Barnstaple
RFC to thrive both on and off the field.

Our sponsors continue to play a vital role in supporting our
success, and we are deeply grateful for every one of them. As
we grow in size and ambition, the financial pressures naturally
increase, and we’re always looking for further support, whether
through sponsorship, donations, or volunteering. If you’re able
to help in any way, please do get in touch by emailing
info.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com. Every bit of support makes a
difference and helps us continue to build for the future.

On a personal note, due to a change in my work
circumstances, I’ll be away for a few months, but an interim
plan has been put in place with several members of the
hardworking committee stepping up to ensure continuity. I’d
also like to take this opportunity to welcome Jenny Beer to the
committee, her experience and enthusiasm will be a great
addition to the team.



Looking ahead, we’ll continue to focus on strengthening the
club financially and operationally, while also starting
preparations for our 150th anniversary celebrations next
season, a milestone that promises to be truly special.

Finally, thank you all for your continued support. Enjoy today’s
game, enjoy the company, and let’s make it another
memorable afternoon at Pottington Road.

Here’s to great rugby and great friendships, both today and in
the future.

Best Wishes
Paul Shaddick
BRFCChair

 

enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk
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This afternoon’s fixture with Chester is a historic first meeting on
Barnstaple soil. While the Chiefs are familiar foes for many in
National 2 West, today’s opponents, Chester RUFC, are
breaking new ground, marking their inaugural visit to North
Devon.

This encounter is one that was narrowly missed in the recent
past. Chester competed in National 2 West during the 2022-23
season, a campaign which unfortunately coincided with
Barnstaple’s absence from the division, denying fans what
would have been a fascinating first clash.

The club from the historic Roman settlement was founded
officially in 1925, Chester RUFC’s roots are believed to trace
back even further, with records hinting at organised rugby in the
area as early as the 19th century. They are a classic example of
a community club with a long and proud tradition.

Their modern league history has been one of both stability and,
recently, frustrating disruption. Following their promotion in 2013,
Chester established themselves as a consistent force in
National 2 North, registering several top-six finishes and
becoming a staple of that competition. However, the RFU's
league reorganisation has left them in a state of flux. After nearly
a decade in the North, they were shifted to National 2 West two
seasons ago, only to return to the North last season, and now
find themselves back in the West once more. This constant
upheaval is undeniably challenging for any club, disrupting local
rivalries and travel logistics.

A Clash Deferred No Longer:
Barnstaple and Chester Finally Meet
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Yet, despite this instability, Chester has arrived in Devon
demonstrating solid form, currently sitting in a mid-table
position with three wins from their opening seven fixtures. Their
campaign has already been marked by moments of explosive
attacking prowess. A staggering 71-19 victory over Exeter
University showcased their try-scoring potential, a statement
quickly followed by a significant 38-33 scalp against Taunton. A
win against Syston rounds out their victories, painting a picture
of a side that is dangerous and capable of hurting any
opponent on its day.

However, a clear narrative emerges when comparing their
home and away records. While a fortress at home, their travels
have proven difficult. They have suffered heavy defeats on the
road against Old Redcliffians (52-21) and Hornets (48-17), and
a narrow 27-24 loss to familiar foes Lymm.

This away-day struggle is compounded by a significant
geographical disadvantage. As one of the northernmost clubs
in a predominantly southern league, Chester faces some of the
longest journeys in the entire competition. With travels
stretching to 150 miles or more for most of their away games
including mammoth trips to Cornish outfits like Camborne and
Redruth—the physical and mental toll is a factor that cannot be
ignored.

For the Barnstaple Chiefs, today’s clash is about more than just
securing another five league points; it is a mission to protect a
prized and hard-earned asset: their 100% home record.
Pottington Road has become a fortress this season, a ground
where visiting teams have found victory elusive. 



Maintaining this impregnable form is a powerful source of
confidence and a key objective for any side with ambitions at
the top of the table.

However, the sheen on that perfect record was nearly tarnished
in their last outing. The narrow victory over Cinderford served as
a stark wake-up call—a game that was far too close for comfort
and highlighted that no opponent in this league can be taken
lightly. 

That previous scare makes the task for today crystal clear: the
Chiefs cannot afford anything less than their absolute best.
Complacency, they now know, is their greatest enemy.  To
extend their winning streak at home, they must deliver a
performance marked by heightened intensity, tactical discipline,
and a relentless eighty-minute focus.

This sets the stage for what promises to be a cracking contest.
Chester, despite their travel woes, arrive with a potent attack
and a point to prove on the road. For the Chiefs it is a fixture that
will test their resolve, their skill, and their mettle.

One thing is certain: Barnstaple will need to be at their very best
to win. This is a challenge that will separate the good from the
great, and the Chiefs have everything to play for in front of a
home crowd expecting another display of defiant, winning
rugby.

For us supporters it’s time to get those vocal chords lubricated
and at the ready for the biggest Barum Roar ever and be the
16th man.
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Chester
1 .  Josh Woods

2.  Scott Robson
3.  Tom Clarke
4.  Cammy Breen
5.  Dylan Davies
6.  Jonny Hanson
7.  Harry Roberts
8.  Jarad Williams

9  Harry Craven
10 Morgan Bagshaw
11  Harrison Vare
12 Rhys Hamilton
13 Ben Ivory
14 Louis Beer
15 Sam Earl-Jones

Match
Officials

REF:  Lloyd Davies
AR 1: Rob Lowe
AR 2: Ian Penelly

Bench 

16 Gavin Woods
17 Will Barton
18 Kyle Joseph
19 James Hampson
20 Tyler Williams



Girls Rugby Takes
Centre Stage at
Pottington Road
Sunday October 12th,
Barnstaple RFC hosted over 100
girls in a celebration of sport,
teamwork, and the future of
women’s rugby.
A fortnight ago marked a landmark moment for girls’ rugby in
North Devon, as more than 100 young players took to the
pitches at Pottington Road for an afternoon of exhilarating rugby
action. Clubs from across the region—including Crediton, South
Molton, Okehampton, Bideford, and Cullompton—joined
Barnstaple RFC in an afternoon of rugby that showcased not
only skill and athleticism, but also the spirit and camaraderie
that make rugby so special.

For many of the girls, this was their first season playing the
sport, but you wouldn’t have known it from the level of talent on
display. The atmosphere was electric, with tries flying in across
all age groups and players cheering each other on with
infectious enthusiasm. It was a powerful reminder of what rugby
is all about: teamwork, resilience, and celebrating each other’s
successes—on and off the pitch.

Just over a year ago, Barnstaple RFC had no dedicated
provision for girls over the age of 11, and only a handful of girls
playing mixed rugby. Fast forward to today, and the 



transformation is nothing short of remarkable.

By the end of last season, Barnstaple boasted the largest
U12s girls team in the UK, with over 35 players signed up. This
season, the club has expanded to include both U12s and
U14s teams, with more than 40 girls now pulling on the red
and white jersey. Due to growing demand, a new U10s girls-
only team has recently launched and is already gaining
momentum. Plans are also underway to establish an U16s
team, ensuring a clear pathway for girls to continue their rugby
journey.

The club’s ambition is bold and inspiring: to build a full girls’
junior section from ages 7 to 18, and ultimately to see a
women’s team once again take to the first team pitch at
Pottington Road.



Whether you're a complete beginner or have played before,
Barnstaple RFC welcomes girls of all ages and abilities to
come and give rugby a try. It’s more than just a sport—it’s a
community, a support network, and a place where confidence,
fitness, and friendships flourish.

Interested in joining?

Get in touch at girlslead.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com or visit
barnstaplerugby.co.uk/Barnstaple-girls to find out more.

The Time is Now

Women’s and girls’ rugby is one of the fastest-
growing sports in the UK, with the Women’s
Rugby World Cup capturing the imagination of
fans around the globe. There has never been a
better time to get involved.

mailto:girlslead.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com
https://www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk/barnstaple-girls/






Barnstaple Chiefs Fall Short in
Second-Half Surge by
Luctonians
It was a weekend to forget for the Barnstaple Rugby Club
faithful, as all three senior sides suffered defeats. While the
Athletic and Buccaneers also fell at Pottington Road (details of
which can be found later in the programme), the Chiefs faced a
particularly daunting task away from home against a
formidable Luctonians side.

Travelling to face Luctonians on their own turf was always
earmarked as a significant challenge in the National 2
calendar. The home side is widely known for their experienced,
physical, and "tasty" brand of rugby, making them a tough
prospect for any visiting team. The Chiefs' ambition was
measured; a win would be a dream result, but the primary
objective was a competitive performance that could yield a
valuable league point or two.

For the first forty minutes, that strategic hope looked entirely
achievable. In a tightly contested and gritty first half, Barnstaple
demonstrated immense character. Midway through the period,
the Chiefs were ignited by two well-taken tries from Brandon
Moore and Viliame Kotobalavu, seizing a slender but morale-
boosting lead.

The home side, however, demonstrated their quality by hitting
back with a try right on the stroke of halftime. Despite this
setback, the Chiefs headed into the break with a strong 



platform for an upset, trailing by a mere four points at 14-10
and with all still to play for.

The second half, however, told a different story. Luctonians
emerged from the break with a renewed intensity and
effectively shut Barnstaple out of the game for the final 40
minutes. The contest remained an even arm-wrestle for the first
20 minutes after the restart, with both defences holding firm.

The deadlock was brutally broken by an eight-minute spell of
dominance from the home side. They crossed the line twice in
quick succession, capitalising on momentum and ultimately
pulling away to a 28-10 victory.

Despite the score line, the Barnstaple Chiefs departed with
their heads held high. They ventured into a difficult arena and
for long periods traded blows with one of the league's more
experienced outfits. The final result may not reflect it, but the
team's spirit and resolve in a well-fought contest provide a solid
foundation to build upon as the season progresses.



https://www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/barnstaple
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In a match defined by squandered opportunities and ill-timed
penalties, Barnstaple Athletic were left to ponder what might have
been, as a resilient Redruth side snatched a 28-31 victory in the
final moments at Pottington Road. This was a game that slipped
through the home side's fingers, a frustrating tale of two halves
where early dominance was ultimately undone by a litany of
errors.

The match began in dream fashion for the Tics, marking the 50th-
appearance celebrations of Harvey Rostock and captain Scott
Incedon with a blistering start. From the kick-off, Rostock
exploded down the left wing, and when he was finally halted,
Harry Greenslade finished the move, converting his own try to
give Athletic a 7-0 lead within the first minute.

What followed was a period of utter dominance. For the next 25
minutes, Athletic camped in the visitors' half, applying relentless
pressure. Yet, a combination of a well-drilled Redruth defence and
a growing tally of unforced errors and penalties from the home
side prevented them from extending their lead. This profligacy
proved costly.

Against the run of play, Redruth intercepted a flat pass and raced
the length of the field for a converted try. The momentum shifted
instantly. A penalty soon after gave the visitors a 7-10 lead,
stunning the home crowd. Just before the break, Josh Davie’s
quick-thinking—tapping and going from a penalty—restored
Athletic's lead at 14-10. However, the first-half narrative was 

Athletic Rue Costly Errors as
Redruth Snatch Victory in
Dying Minutes
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cemented in the final minute, as Redruth marched straight back
downfield to score and take a 14-17 lead into halftime.
The second half opened at a frantic pace, with both teams
trading tries within five minutes. Jamie Townsend scored from a
maul, and later, Max Moore’s try, converted by the ever-accurate
Greenslade, seemed to give Athletic the edge midway through
the half 28-24.

The final quarter, however, descended into a familiar frustration
for the home supporters. Despite having chances to put the
game to bed, Athletic’s attack was repeatedly blunted by their
own indiscipline and handling errors. The penalty count mounted
relentlessly against them, stifling their rhythm and handing
initiative back to a Redruth side growing in confidence.

The decisive blow came when Barnstaple was reduced to 14
men due to a technical yellow card for persistent team
infringements. Seizing their chance with just five minutes left on
the clock, the visitors powered over for the match-winning score.

While two league points salvaged from a losing bonus is not to
be dismissed, it will feel like scant consolation for an Athletic side
that controlled the game's opening act. The inability to convert
total dominance into a commanding scoreline, coupled with a
discipline that frayed at the most critical moments, will be the
primary focus in the post-match review. This was a game that
was there for the taking, and the players will know it was one that
got away.

Athletic have a wekend off this week to reflect on the game,
strengthen their resolve  and come out stronger when they return
next weekend
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Buccaneers' Heartbreak as Elusive First Win
Slips Through Their Fingers
The Pottington Road faithful were buzzing with anticipation on
Saturday as the Buccaneers marched out, determined to
translate their progress into a first victory. The stage was set for
a thrilling encounter against a familiar foe, Torrington, in what
promised to be a true test of the squad's development.

They did not disappoint. From the first whistle, the match
exploded into a fabulously entertaining, end-to-end battle. The
air was thick with tension and excitement, punctuated by roaring
cheers from the side-lines. It was a classic, nail-biting contest
where both teams traded blows, as total points threatening to
breach the 100-point mark in a display of pure, attacking rugby.

Despite a heroic and spirited performance, the Buccaneers
were once again left to ponder what might have been. As the
final whistle blew, the scoreboard told a painfully close story: a
46-48 defeat. For the second week running, the Buccs had
come within a whisker of victory, only to be pipped at the post by
the smallest of margins.

Thankfully, the Buccaneers don’t have long to wait for a chance
at redemption. The focus now shifts to a highly anticipated
rematch as they travel to face Bideford 2nd XV. This is the
perfect opportunity to banish the memory of their opening-day
defeat and prove that the lessons from these agonisingly close
contests have been learned. The squad will be more
determined than ever to finally grasp that elusive win and turn
their undeniable potential into a triumphant result.
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The wait for the next league encounter is almost over for the
Colts, but the squad is buzzing with positive energy. Currently
sitting in a strong joint-second position, the team boasts a
perfect record of three wins from three games, making for an
exceptionally promising start to the season. 

The next league challenge awaits on November 1st, with the
team travelling to face Cullompton in what promises to be a
tough away fixture.

Before that crucial league clash, the coaching staff have
arranged a series of friendlies to ensure the squad remains
sharp and match-ready. The focus is on keeping the cogs oiled
and the wheels turning smoothly.

This weekend the Colts make the trip to Wadebridge Colts for a
friendly. This match serves as the perfect opportunity to fine-
tune strategies, test combinations, and maintain the high-
intensity fitness levels required for the battles ahead.

After the friendly fixtures, the Colts face a demanding but
exciting conclusion to November with two league games back-
to-back. 

Colts Maintain Perfect Start as They
Eye Crucial November Fixtures
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Important
Announcement

WE NEED A VOLUNTEER
MATCH DAY ANNOUNCER

We are putting out a request for
volunteers to assist the Club as

our Compare/Match day
announcer. 

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals to provide
vital support on home match days. If you would

like to help us in this crucial role, 

Barnstaple Rugby Club 

please call the Club Sec (John "Spike" Sloley) on
07971665174 or email

secretary.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com.





visit
www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk/membership
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NEXT SATURDAY



HOUR
HAPPY

£17
6PM-7PMJugs of Lager Jugs of Lager 

or Cideror Cider




