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SCOPE 
THEM OUT 
New Leupold 
VX-HD Series

DELIGHTFUL FAUSTI round body 
20-gauge auctioned tonight 
at the Ryman    
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Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, left, joined SCI 
President Jeff Meyerl, right, and SCI CEO 
W. Laird Hamberlin in cutting the ribbon 
to officially open the 54th Safari Club 
International Convention on Wednesday. 

Convention Opens To Promise Of Defending Hunters’ Rights 
And Promoting Wildlife Conservation
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SCI Ribbon Cutting Begins
54th Convention In Style 

Safari Club International officially opened its 
54th annual Convention on Wednesday with a 

ribbon cutting that included Tennessee Governor 
Bill Lee, SCI President Jeff Meyerl and SCI CEO 
W. Laird Hamberlin. 

President Meyerl noted that Gov. Lee cut the 
first ribbon four years ago to mark the start of the 
SCI — Nashville era.

“We’ve had three of the best conventions in SCI 
history,” said Meyerl. “This is the fourth year in 
Nashville, and it is looking like it is going to break 

every record we’ve had in the past 53 years.”
This 54th Convention started with festivities and 

meetings on Tuesday, capped by the Safari Club 
International Foundation Conservation Lead-
ership Award Gala Sponsored by Beretta, where 
Lee Anderson won the prestigious Conservation 
Leadership Award. (See full story and photos, 
page B1.)

Convention continues all week with auctions, 
evening events, expert seminars, world-class taxi-
dermy and global-hunting opportunities.  

More than 950 exhibitors are exp displaying 
their new gear, art, trips and exclusive opportuni-
ties in the Exhibition Hall.

To stay informed, download the SCI Convention 
app from the App Store or Google Play. Pick up a 
copy of the Convention Times — new each day 
— for a list of what’s happening and reports of 
recent Convention events.  

See page 10A for an overview of Convention de-
tails, and visit safariclub.org for ticket information 
for special events.

Shown here, the Safari Club International Executive Committee stands by the entrance to the Exhibition Hall on Wednesday during opening ceremonies. 

Electronic Shooters Protection Displays Apex At Convention
Electronic Shooters Protection will 

highlight its custom-fit digital hear-
ing protection, the ESP Apex, at booth 
3236 at the SCI Convention. 

Known throughout the industry sim-
ply as ESP, the company sets a standard 
of performance, protection and per-
sonalization for hunters in the field.

The Apex uses real-time digital sound 
processing to enhance natural ambient 
sound while also suppressing harmful 
impulse noise such as gunfire. The re-
sult: a 360-degree situational awareness 
paired with hearing protection. 

Whether tracking game in heavy cov-
er, sitting in a blind at dawn or commu-
nicating with a guide, the Apex delivers 
lifelike, spatially accurate sound that 

keeps you fully connected to your sur-
roundings.

At its core is an omni-directional mi-
crophone combined with advanced 
environmental algorithms designed to 
reproduce sound naturally and clear-
ly. Subtle game movement becomes 
easier to detect. Conversations remain 
crisp and intelligible. Directional cues 
are preserved, allowing you to respond 
with confidence in critical moments.

For challenging outdoor conditions, 
the Apex features ESP’s Dynamic Wind 
Noise Suppression system. This tech-
nology actively filters wind interfer-
ence, one of the most common obsta-
cles hunters face, ensuring clear audio 
even in harsh environments. 

Each unit is custom-molded for a pre-
cise, comfortable fit, allowing for ex-
tended wear without discomfort. ESP 
devices can be professionally tuned to 
your personal hearing profile, optimiz-
ing clarity and amplification based on 
your specific needs.

In addition to its advanced technol-
ogy, ESP now offers expanded color 
options across all models. Alongside 
our classic colors of red, blue, black, 
green, orange, tan and brown, we are 
introducing clear, aqua, pink, purple 
and yellow. 

For a free fitting and to learn more 
about exclusive show specials, visit 
booth 3236.

ESP Apex is a state-of-the-art hearing 
protection and enhancement aid that 
provides hunters with 360-degree 
situational awareness.
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One-Of-A-Kind Weatherby Camilla On Auction 
Ladies searching for one-of-a-kind 

items must scope out the Women Go 
Hunting silent auction, featuring Weath-
erby’s exclusively customized Mark V Ca-
milla Deluxe rifle with a gold-engraved 
WGH logo.

This is the only Camilla gun ever made 
by Weatherby for WGH, featuring nu-
merous handcrafted touches.

This precision firearm is a beauty 
queen fashioned in sleek TI stainless, 
with a titanium action, spiral fluted stain-
less barrel, hand-checkered bolt and 
knob, and a hand-selected and sculpt-
ed stock. In 6.5 WBY RPM, the Camilla 
packs a punch and is appropriate for big 
game hunting around the globe. She 
will quickly become her lady hunter’s 
favorite rifle.

Also on offer is a specially designed 
anklet by Jorie Jewelry, featuring red 
deer tusks studded with diamantes on 
an 18-karat gold chain, and the exquisite 
Midnight Majesty lady’s hat, a unique 
beauty created by Hatchet Creek De-
signs. Each item in the WGH auction is 
a one-of-a-kind treasure. There are no 
others exactly like them.

Ladies can see the items at the WGH 
booth 3306 and place bids through Fri-
day. Final bids can be made on Saturday 
only during the WGH Ladies Mix & Min-
gle, 10 a.m. to noon at the Omni Hotel 
Nashville, Broadway Ballroom.

A Weatherby Mark V Camilla, made for the Women Go Hunting program, will be part of 
a silent auction during the Convention. Visit the WGH booth 3306. 

The floorplate of the Weatherby 
Mark V Camilla has the Women 
Go Hunting logo. 

Hatchet Creek Design has offered a unique ladies’ hat, Midnight Majesty, 
to be auctioned. Visit the WGH booth during the week or attend the WGH 
Mix & Mingle on Saturday, 10 a.m. at the Omni Hotel Nashville, Broadway 
Ballroom, to bid.

Other auction items include an anklet by Jorie 
Jewelry, featuring red deer tusks studded with 
diamantes on an 18-karat gold chain.

A Part Of History
Buy A Beretta, Get A Commemorative

500th Anniversary Medal

Anyone who buys a Beretta firearm 
in 2026 will receive a keepsake of 

Beretta’s 500th anniversary medal. The 
commemorative medal is designed in 
partnership and manufactured by the 
Istituto Poligrafico and Zecca delle Sta-
to, the Italian State Mint, and it honors 
the world’s oldest firearms manufac-
turer and its enduring “Made in Italy” 
heritage.

The medal features the Beretta 500th 
Anniversary logo on one side and the 
historic Beretta Villa on the other. It is 
presented in a custom display package 
designed to showcase and preserve the 
medal. It’s available to customers who 
purchase a new Beretta firearm during 
2026 and complete warranty registra-
tion following purchase.

Created to mark this historic mile-
stone, the Beretta 500-Year Anniversary 
Medal represents a timeless legacy and 
enduring connection between Beretta 
and the generations of hunters, shoot-
ers and outdoor enthusiasts who have 
shaped the brand’s past and will define 
its future.

For complete program information, 
visit beretta500.com/en/be-part-of.

Buy a new Beretta in 2026, and 
the company will give you a 
commemorative 500th anniversary 
medal.

The commemorative medal is designed 
in partnership and manufactured 
by the Istituto Poligrafico and Zecca 
delle Stato, the Italian State Mint. It 
honors the world’s oldest firearms 
manufacturer and its enduring “Made 
in Italy” heritage.

Kemp Is SCI’s
2026 Governor Of 

The Year
Georgia Governor Brian Kemp has 

been selected as SCI’s 2026 Gov-
ernor of the Year in recognition of his 
strong leadership and support for wild-
life conservation, sportsmen’s rights 
and public access to hunting lands.

“Governor Kemp has demonstrated a 
clear and sustained commitment to con-
serving Georgia’s natural resources and 
protecting the rights and traditions of 
hunters and anglers,” said SCI CEO W. 
Laird Hamberlin. 

“His leadership reflects the core prin-
ciples SCI champions, which include 
responsible wildlife management, con-
servation funding and ensuring future 
generations can enjoy the outdoors,” 
Hamberlin said.

Elected in 2018 as Georgia’s 83rd gov-
ernor and now serving his second term, 
Gov. Kemp has built a record of advanc-
ing science-based conservation policy 
and strengthening outdoor recreation 
opportunities across the state. 

His administration has prioritized 
funding and support for the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, in-

cluding investments in wildlife habitat, 
conservation initiatives, state game war-
dens and the acquisition of high-value 
conservation lands.

Gov. Brian Kemp has been a 
staunch supporter of science-based 
conservation policies in Georgia.
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For information on Sponsorship Opportunities, please contact
David Hawkey, Sales Director 210-767-9731 |  dhawkey@scifirstforhunters.org

Corporate Sponsors
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Seminar Tackles Travel With Guns, 
Suppressors, Night Vision 

Ensure your shooting gear arrives at your hunt-
ing destination and gets back home with you. 

Learn how to overcome the latest challenges to 
traveling with firearms and shooting accessories at 
the free seminar Travel with Firearms today from 
2-3:30 p.m. in conference room 202 BC. 

Every day, new regulatory developments pop up 
without notice, affecting your ability to take guns 
abroad. Come meet our seminar panel to learn 
the latest and get answers to your questions. SCI’s 
Travel with Firearms Subcommittee Chair Bob 
Keagy will moderate a presentation by experts on 
air travel, firearm and ammo imports to hunting 
destinations and traveling with accessories, such as 
suppressors.

SCI members will receive the information they 
need, no matter where in the world they hunt. 

Panelists include outdoor journalist Craig Bod-
dington, SCI’s Hunter Information Service Li-
aison Barbara Crown, Anne Gaines-Burrill of 
Hunters Support in South Africa, Jacky Keith of 
Esplanade Travel and panel guest Tracey Wilson 
of the Canadian Coalition for Firearm Rights, who 
will address what hunting firearms are legal to 
take to Canada. 

—Barbara Crown, 
SCI Hunter Information Service Officials in Argentina examine a traveling hunter’s firearm papers on entry into Buenos Aires. 
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Everything You Need To Know About The SCI Convention 
Welcome To The Safari Club International Convention.
 

SCI is the global leader in defending the freedom to hunt and 
promoting sustainable use wildlife conservation. Its annual 

Convention is a cornerstone event for the hunting and outdoor 
industry, featuring more than 900 exhibitors, live and silent auc-
tions, educational workshops and major networking opportunities.

In its 54th year, this promises to be the benchmark in the in-
dustry for all hunters, collectors of fine firearms and art for any 
outdoors enthusiast. The SCI Convention is the place to find just 

about anything a hunting family could ever dream of having. 
For 2026, the SCI Convention is embracing even more of the city of 

Nashville, extending past the Music City Center to explore the heart of 
the downtown scene. These moments of exploration in famed buildings 
like the Ryman Auditorium will create a once-in-a-lifetime memory for 
all attendees. 

The SCI Convention is truly a place where all hunters are welcomed, 
embraced and celebrated as true conservationists. Nearly 18,000 attend-
ees are expected.

See old friends and meet new ones. Reminisce about past adventures 
and plan some more for the future. Welcome. Enjoy.

SHOW DATES 
February 18-21, 2026 
Music City Center 
201 Rep. John Lewis Way S, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

REGISTRATION HOURS
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 17
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 18
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 19
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, Feb. 20
8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 21

SHOW HOURS
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Feb. 18-21
The world’s finest professional hunters, outfitters, 

gunmakers and artists feature nearly 1,000 extraor-
dinary exhibits over 182,400 square feet of space 
at the annual Convention. It’s truly the Ultimate 
Sportsman’s Marketplace.

NIGHT EVENTS
Tuesday
SCI Foundation Conservation 
Leadership Award Gala sponsored by Beretta, 
Omni Hotel, 
Broadway Ballroom
6-10:30 p.m.
A black-tie gala

Wednesday
Boots, Beer & Broadway at
Jelly Roll’s Goodnight Nashville
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Nashville “Night Out” attire

Thursday
Night at the Ryman at the
Legendary Ryman Auditorium
VIP entry, 5 p.m. General admission, 5:30 p.m.
Attire is Music City cocktail

Friday
Dinner, Auction & Entertainment
at the Music City Center Grand Ballroom, Level 4
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Evening elegance attire 

Saturday
Dinner, Auction & Entertainment
at the Music City Center Grand Ballroom, Level 4
Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Black tie gala

Sunday
Grand Slam Club/
Ovis Dinner Awards Banquet
at the Music City Center Grand Ballroom, Level 4
at 6 p.m.
Music City cocktail or gala

TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING
For parking at Music City Center, there is a garage 

located at 701 Demonbreun Street. Primary access is 
through P3 at the intersection of 7th Ave. and Dem-
onbreun Street, with auxiliary access — P1 and P2 — 
along 6th Ave. The lots charge from $25 for parking up 
to five hours. Overnight charge is $45. No trailers are 
allowed at this parking site. 

SCOOTER RENTAL
Pick up scooters at the Level 1 Foyer near Room 101A 

in the Music City Center
Hours of operation, 12-5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 9 a.m. 

to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Sunday.  

Visit scootaround.com/en/safariclub for more infor-
mation.

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP TODAY!

Make things a breeze 
by downloading the SCI 
Convention 2026 app on 
your smart phone or de-
vice by going to the App 
Store or Google Play. 

EVENT & REGISTRATION FAQS

Q: How do I get my tickets?
A: You can pick up your tickets at the registration count-

er on Level 2 or skip past the lines and use one of 
our kiosks. For kiosks: Just scan the barcode that you 
received by email on Feb. 9, and your tickets will 
print in seconds. If you still need to buy tickets, go 
to convention.safariclub.org, where you will also see 
options to purchase evening events as well. Please 
note that dinner tickets are required for evening 
event entry.

Q: Can I bring a guest?
A: Yes, each active member may bring only one guest. 

Guests don’t need to be members but must have a 
paid registration.

Q: Do I need to be a member to attend?
A: Yes, the SCI Convention is a members-only event. 

You must have an active SCI membership to attend. 
Those who want to join SCI can sign up at the con-
vention center.

Q: What if I lose or forget my badge?
A: Lost or forgotten badges are subject to a $75 replace-

ment fee per badge. Lanyards will be available at 
the registration counter on Level 3 and elsewhere 
around the Convention.

SEMINARS
Check convention.safariclub.org or the app to see the 

many free seminars taking place all four days. 

More information is available at convention.safariclub.org or download the 2026 SCI Convention app from App 
Store or Google Play for the latest updates and events. 

GOING, GOING... AUCTIONS! 

This year’s lineup includes:
• Live Auction at Goodnight Nashville on Wednesday 
• Signature auction night at the historic Ryman Audito-

rium on Thursday 
• Advocacy Night with special guests and live Yacht 

Rock on Friday 
•  Evening Gala featuring Little Big Town on Saturday. 
	 Details of evening events and tickets are at conven-

tion.safariclub.org

While auctions are going on in person in Nashville, 
you can also go online to bid on the same items. Visit 
onlinehuntingauctions.com/Safari-Club-Internation-
al_ae1906 or scan the QR code below to register and 
see what’s on the auction block. 

Proceeds from all events directly support SCI and SCI 
Foundation mission programs in hunting advocacy, 
wildlife conservation and humanitarian services.

Scan for online auction registration.
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Low Down On New 
Green Dot Turkey Sight 

Vortex introduced the Vortex Viper 
Shotgun Enclosed Micro Red Dot 

last year, and this year is offering a green-
dot option.

Green is easier for the eye to pick up 
in the brighter light of daytime, espe-
cially in woodland settings. That makes 
it better for quick-acquisition shooting. 
The downside is that the green emitter 
takes more battery life (but the CR2032 
battery will last about 10,000 hours).

Also, red is known to be better in low-
light conditions. 

In the end, it’s a personal preference 
between green and red. 

One thing both sights have going for 
them is that they both mount directly 
to the shotgun receiver.  That way, the 
sight’s profile is as low as it can possibly 
be. It makes sure the recoil goes direct-
ly back and into your shoulder where it 
should. And by having it lower on the 
receiver, there’s a much better chance 
you get a good cheek weld. That im-
proves repeatability and accuracy. 

We tried it out during the 2025 turkey 
season. It was good to shoot with such 
a low sight, and the cheek weld was sol-
id. It’s hard to judge and measure felt 
recoil accurately, but we were shooting 

the gun just to shoot it for fun, which 
is rare with a turkey gun. Most people 
shoot it once to make sure it’s sighted in 
and once at a turkey. 

The first thing a hunter might ask is, 
if you take your Weaver rail or Picatinny 
rail off your gun to mount this scope, 
how do I know it will fit my gun? 

Most guns have their own pattern and 
number of drilled and tapped screw 
holes on the receiver. And there are 
about five common screw depths among 
popular shotgun models. 

But Vortex created the sight so that 
the mount is adjustable. They also in-
clude five different packets of mount-
ing screws, so it’s highly likely you can 
mount this sight on your gun. 

All these makes, and most of their 
models, will accept this sight: Benel-
li, Beretta, Browning, Franchi, Ithaca, 
Mossberg, Remington, Retay, Savage, 
Stevens, Stoeger, Weatherby and Win-
chester, accounting for more than 50 
models in all. You can go to vortexop-
tics.com to make sure your gun will. 

The battery is easy to access on the 
side of the sight. The sight weighs 2.14 
ounces and is 4.86 inches long, includ-
ing the mounting base.

See Vortex products at booths 1545 
and 1028.

Like the original red dot model, the 
Viper Shotgun Enclosed Micro Green 
Dot is available in two configurations: 
3 MOA Green Dot and a Multi-Reticle 
Green. MSRPs are $429 and $499.

— John Geiger 

The Vortex Viper Enclosed Green Dot mounts directly to the receiver to reduce 
felt recoil and improve cheek weld.
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Blaser Brings 
New Rifles To 

Convention 

Blaser Group will display two new 
rifles – the state-of-the-art Blaser R8 

Professional 2.0 straight-pull rifle and 
the new Mauser 98 Das Original bolt-ac-
tion rifle — at the Safari Club Interna-
tional Convention.

Stop by booth 1513 to meet with the 
team and see all of Blaser Group’s new 
products, including the R8 Silence bar-
rel with integrated silencer and the 
award-winning Sauer 505 bolt-action 
rifle.

London-based John Rigby & Co. will 
have its ultra-premium bespoke rifles 
on display in booth 507 nearby, and Bla-
ser Safaris will be booking hunts at its 
world-class properties in Namibia, Hun-
gary, Scotland and the Czech Republic, 
among other countries. 

“We are excited to share our newest 
rifles – the Blaser R8 Professional 2.0 
and Mauser 98 Das Original – with SCI 
members during the show,” said Jason 
Evans, CEO, Blaser Group. 

The R8 Professional 2.0 is the latest it-
eration of Blaser’s iconic straight-pull ri-
fle and features numerous performance 
additions that take it to a higher level. 

“The new Mauser 98 Das Original is 
truly an opportunity for attendees to 
hold a piece of history in their hands,” 
said Evans. 

The Blaser Group is the official U.S. 
importer for iconic German firearms 
brands Blaser, Mauser and J.P. Sauer as 
well as English gunmaker John Rigby & 
Co., Minox optics and Liemke Thermal 
Optics.

The new Blaser R8 Professional 2.0 is the latest iteration of Blaser’s iconic 
straight-pull rifle and features new performance additions like an optimized 
vertical pistol grip. 

New versions of the classic, The Mauser 98 Das Original will be on display at the 
Blaser booth 1513. 

Luxury Expedition 
Vehicles Are
Show-Stoppers
EarthRoamer creates luxury expedition vehicles to 

take on any kind of adventure. The company will 
be displaying several vehicles at the SCI Convention, in-
cluding the latest version, the EarthRoamer LTx. 

This latest iteration of the LT line is the most ad-
vanced to date. It’s built on the same Ford F-550 chassis 
as other LTs but also has a new level of power, views and 
other upgrades. 

The new floorplan offers a 270-degree view through 
dual-pane stained-glass windows and adds more rear 
storage space.

Also on display will be the new EarthRoamer SX 2.0, 
which is similar to the LTx but is mounted on a Chev-
rolet Silverado 6500HD 4x4 chassis.

The SX 2.0 now also has a 24-volt electric system, im-

proved air conditioning and charges faster from both 
the alternator and solar. 

Boasting a powerful and reliable Duramax 6.6L tur-
bodiesel V8 engine and Allison 6-speed transmission, 
you have the power that you need to redefine your ad-
ventures with confidence.

Check out EarthRoamer at booth 3002. 
The LTX will be on display outside of the Music City 

Center near the intersection of 8th Ave S. and Dem-
onbreun Street, across from the JW Marriott Nashville. 

Visit earthroamer.com.

EarthRoamer has two new vehicles, the LTx (left) and SX. The LTx will be on display outside the Music City 
Center near the intersection of 8th Ave S. and Demonbreun Street. Inside the Exhibition Hall, EarthRoamer’s 
booth is 3002.

Jason Evans, CEO of the Blaser Group, shows one of the Das Original Mauser 
rifles in the Blaser/Mauser booth 1513. New this year and on display at the booth 
are the Das Original Mauser and Blaser R8 Professional 2.0 rifles.
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Bespoke Fausti Side-By-Side 
To Be Auctioned 

Fausti has donated a gorgeous side-by-
side round-body 20-gauge shotgun 

to be auctioned off during tonight’s SCI 
event at the Ryman Auditorium. 

This one of a kind is a remarkable ex-
ample of Italian craftsmanship. 

The gun is 100% hand-made, engraved 
and signed by the engraver. It is built 
on a 20-gauge round frame and comes 
with a traditional straight English stock, 
an oval medallion with SCI initials and a 
splinter forend. 

It is valued at $25,000.  
This shotgun features automatic ejec-

tors, single trigger and 28-inch barrel 
with fixed chokes (improved cylinder 
and modified). A beautiful leather case 
is also included.

Every detail of this refined shotgun 
makes it an essential addition for pas-
sionate collectors and enthusiasts of fine 
firearms.

For more information, contact Fausti 
at info@faustiarms.com or visit fausti-
arms.com. Fausti is at booth 1309.

This Fausti side-by-side will be 
auctioned tonight at the Ryman 
Auditorium. 

Seminar Empowers Young Hunters

SCIF Deputy Director of Education 
Laurine Wolf and Humanitarian 

Services and Assistant Director of Ed-
ucation Todd Roggenkamp will lead a 
seminar today to help young hunters 
sharpen their outdoor skills. 

The Safari Club International Foun-
dation Youth Education Program 
Seminar is 10-11 a.m. in Room 201B 
of the Music City Center.

The seminar will focus on enhanc-
ing observation skills for hunting, 
fishing and outdoor adventures. The 
session draws from the Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ curricu-
lum called “Fostering Outdoor Skills.” 

Youth ages 5 and up, accompanied 
by a parent or guardian, are invited to 
join this interactive, hands-on event.

The event underscores SCIF’s com-
mitment to educating the next gen-
eration and supporting the future of 
hunting through engaging, practical 
learning experiences.

A seminar for young hunters today will focus on sharpening their skills for hunting, fishing and outdoor adventures.

Make the most of your time at the 
2026 Convention by downloading 

the SCI Convention 2026 app on your 
smartphone. Search “SCI Convention 
2026” in the App Store or Google Play.

Find exhibitor booths, see an inter-
active floor plan of the Exhibit Halls, 
check for the latest “Buzz” notifications, 
connect to social media, a list of speak-
ers and seminars and much more.

Stay connected. Stay informed.  

App Is Your Key
To Convention  
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See us in BOOTH #928

BUFFALO
CREEK
RANCH

Fair Chase Hunting
In The Texas Hill Country

SUPERB TROPHY
WHITETAIL & RECORD

BOOK EXOTICS

P. O. Box 308,. Leakey, Texas 78873
800-862-1887

www.buffalocreekranch.com

Steve Rinella Hosts Q&A

If you’ve ever had a question for Steven 
Rinella — writer, MeatEater founder 

and hunter who promotes ethical hunt-
ing and field-to-table cooking — now’s 
your chance. 

Rinella is scheduled to host a live ques-
tion-and-answer event in the Broadway 
Ballroom at the Omni Nashville Hotel 
today from 2-3:30 p.m. Visit the regis-
tration desk at Level 2 in the Music City 
Center for tickets. Space is limited.

Rinella and Morgan Potter of Rob-
in Hurt Safaris will share insights, wild 
experiences and behind-the-scenes mo-
ments from their adventures here and 
abroad. 

This is your chance to ask questions, 
connect with fellow outdoor enthusiasts 
and get inspired by two of the most in-
fluential voices in the field. 

An accomplished author, Rinella has 
written 10 books on hunting, wild game 
cooking and outdoor survival, including 
American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost 
Icon, The Scavenger’s Guide to Haute 
Cuisine and The MeatEater Fish and 
Game Cookbook.

His writing has appeared in many pub-
lications, including the Wall Street Jour-
nal, Outside, The New York Times and 
Men’s Journal. Rinella also appeared in 

the Ken Burns documentary, The Amer-
ican Buffalo.

He is the founder of MeatEater, Inc., a 
media company that produces hunting, 

fishing and outdoor lifestyle content 
across multiple platforms, including 
television, podcasts and digital media.

As the host of MeatEater, a long-run-
ning series now on Netflix, Rinella takes 
viewers into the field, blending hunting 
adventures with education on wildlife, 
ecology and sustainable food sourcing. 

A hallmark of the show is its authentic-
ity. Rinella highlights the successes and 
the challenges of hunting, including 
the reality that not every hunt ends in 
a filled tag. 

Each episode also emphasizes cooking 
and consuming wild game, reinforcing 
the deep connection between hunting 
and food.

In addition to the TV series, Rinella 
hosts The MeatEater Podcast, one of 
the most popular hunting and outdoor 
podcasts.

Beyond media, Rinella is a dedicated 
conservationist, advocating for public 
land access, sustainable wildlife man-
agement and responsible hunting 
practices. 

Through his work, he has helped 
bridge the gap between hunters and 
non-hunters, fostering a greater appre-
ciation for ethical hunting and its role in 
conservation.

Steve Rinella, MeatEater media 
founder, hunted in Africa for the first 
time in 2025. “I cannot believe it took 
me 50 years to get here,” said Rinella 
during his Tanzania safari.

MeatEater Founder Takes Questions From SCI Members Today

Kenetrek’s 10-inch Mountain Ex-
treme boots feature 2.8 mm full-

grain leather one-piece vamp uppers, 
eliminating stitching at the tongue that 
could come loose or let in moisture.

The uppers are paired with stiff 
yet lightweight nylon midsoles and 
high-traction K-Talon outsoles for stabil-
ity and grip.

A Windtex membrane provides water-
proof protection while its also breathable 
to keep your feet dry. The Mountain Ex-
treme NI model is non-insulated, mak-
ing it ideal for use in warmer weather.

I used them on a recent Coues deer 
hunt in Mexico and found them very 
comfortable and lightweight, which 
made them a perfect fit for my trip. —
Jack Orloff

Kenetrek Boots 
Are Made To Last

Kenetrek’s 10-inch Mountain Extreme 
boots were perfect for a recent Coues 
deer hunt in Mexico. 
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