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D I R E C T O R  O F  A D U L T  L E A R N I N G  
&  Y O U T H  E N G A G E M E N T

Jodi Gross
jgross@adatshalom.org
248-626-2153  

D I R E C T O R  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Dr. Melissa Ser, CJE 
mser@adatshalom.org
248-626-2153
248-804-3501 (cell)

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  A S S I S T A N T

Caryn Noveck
cnoveck@adatshalom.org
248-626-2153
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Contact Information

Parent Teacher Committee
If you are interested in being involved, please let us know!

Room Parents
We would love to have your support in our classrooms! Please
contact your child's teacher directly if you are interested in
supporting the class periodically throughout the year. 

Get involved



2  3  & 4  GRADESND RD TH

Halli Tarockoff
hallitarockoff@gmail.com

Ariel Blizzard
ariel.stollman@outlook.com

Abbi Tarockoff
abigail.tarockoff@gmail.com

5  6  & 7  GRADESTH TH TH

Debbi Stybel
mimidebbi@gmail.com

Wednesdays •  4 :30-6pm

K & 1  GRADE • ROOM 104ST

Shelly Tarockoff
starockoff@gmail.com

PRE-K • ROOM 103
Alyssa Diskin
diskin.liss@gmail.com

4  GRADE • ROOM 107TH

Hilary Glaser
hlglaser@gmail.com

5  GRADE • ROOM 108TH

Abbi Tarockoff
abigail.tarockoff@gmail.com

2 GRADE • ROOM 101ND 

Ettie Schargorodsky 
ettieschar@aol.com

3  GRADE • ROOM 102RD

Halli Tarockoff
hallitarockoff@gmail.com

6  GRADE • ROOM 109TH

TBD
tbd@tbd.com

7  GRADE • ROOM 106TH

Emily Hollenberg
ylime1@gmail.com

Sundays •  9am to 12pm
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A madrich is a guide, and our school has an amazing
cohort of teens who choose to continue being part of the
Adat Shalom community on a weekly basis! Beginning in
eighth grade, teens may volunteer or work within the
school as classroom assistants.

Teens complete regular training and learn how to best
assist the classroom teachers and their students.
Madrichim often work with students in small groups
during Hebrew reading, help students with projects, run
activity stations or games, and more. 
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Debbi Stybel
Opening the Doors

Ariel Blizzard
Educational Support

Rochel Nachlas
Hebrew Language

Carly Rosen
Hebrew Reading

Lavie Avraham
Shinshin / Israel Specialist

Shayla Mostyn
Hebrew Reading

Specialists

Madrichim



What to Bring
A refillable water bottle
Money for tzedakah
A snack or money to purchase a snack
Tallit and/or tefillin once post-b’nai mitzvah
Your bag (teek) - new students will receive one in
September
A kippah (required for boys; optional for girls)
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What to bring

What not to Bring
Cell phones
Smart watches
Handheld video games
Toys from home

Both cell phones and smart watches are a distraction to
learning, and cause a significant amount of distress if they
are lost or broken. Please keep these at home. If you need
to reach your child, please contact the school office. If your
child needs to reach you, we will gladly assist. 

Students may purchase snacks and/or drinks before
school. All snacks are kosher and nut free, and we always
have dairy free and gluten free options available. 

If you would like to send a snack from home, please
ensure it is kosher and nut free. You may preorder
snacks/bagels for the year with your registration.

Snacks



Email
Every week during the school year, we send out an email to
all addresses in our system. These emails contain important
highlights of the coming week, dates to remember, special
notices, information about upcoming programs of interest,
and any changes to our regularly scheduled programming. 

If you do not receive teacher emails or messages, please
contact your child’s teacher directly to be sure he or she has
the correct email address/phone number. If you do not
receive Learning Community emails, please make sure we
have your correct email address and that you have not
opted-out of emails from us.

SMS / Texting
Ahead of important programs, or in the event of a school
cancellation, we send text messages to parents. 

Padlet
The school's Padlet hub will have links, sign ups,
announcements and more. It is updated frequently and is
located here.

Facebook
We have a closed Facebook group, called “Adat Shalom-Beth
Achim Learning Community.” Please request to join! You can
also “like” Adat Shalom Synagogue’s Facebook page to get
updates on synagogue activities and items of interest. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ASBA.learningcommunity
https://www.facebook.com/adatshalomsyn 
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Communication

https://padlet.com/melissa_ser/adatshalomhub
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Drop Off & Pick Up
Car Line

Sundays:
Kaufman Entrance

Drop off: 8:45 to 9:05am 
Pick up: 12 to 12:10pm

Enter at Middlebelt Road & Exit  at 13 Mile Road
Follow the traffic pattern & pull forward
Do not leave your car unattended

Wednesdays:
Canner Entrance

Drop off: 3:45 to 4:30pm 
Pick up: 6 to 6:10pm

Parking 

Sundays and Wednesdays: Canner Entrance

Follow these directions if:
Your child is in PreK, K, or 1st grade
You need to pick up early or bring your child late.
You want to have a conversation with a staff member
Your children want you to walk them to the classroom

Late drop off or early pickup:
Park and enter through the West Entrance (Canner).
Security will buzz you in from the door on the right.
Come directly to the school office to sign in or out.

Students in PreK, Kindergarten and 1  Grade must be picked
up by an adult inside the building. If you would like an older
sibling to pick your younger child up from the classroom, you
must provide this information in writing.

st



Opening the Doors
We welcome children with differentiated needs into our
classrooms. 
An Opening the Doors specialist works with students who
have learning challenges and/or special needs, as well as
with their teachers and madrichim on methods of inclusion
and integration and differentiated learning strategies.
Opening the Doors is a program of Jewish Family Services.

IEP and 504 Plans
We request that if an IEP or 504 plan (or similar) exists, that
families provide those to us so that we can aim to achieve
the same benchmarks and understand the specifics of your
child’s needs.

Buddies
Students who need a teen buddy/shadow are provided with
one at no cost to the family. These teens are specially trained
to work one-on-one with students with special needs, and
often work with the same child for multiple years. 

In cases where an adult paraprofessional is needed, please
contact the office to discuss arrangements and costs.
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Educational Support
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Health & Wellness
Please keep your child home if ill! If your child or anyone in
your family tests positive for COVID-19, the flu, or any other
contagious illness, please consult with your family doctor as to
who needs to stay home. We strongly encourage everyone to
remain up to date on flu and covid boosters as well as other
vaccines.

Allergies & Medical Conditions
If your child has an allergy or medical condition, we must have
an emergency protocol and current emergency medications,
epi-pens, and/or inhalers in our office. Our school environment
is nut free (you may not bring food that “may contain tree nuts
or peanuts” or are “processed on shared equipment with tree
nuts or peanuts”). We have students in the school with
airborne nut allergies. 

Thank you for keeping all our children safe. 



There are GABRIEL alarm systems installed throughout the
main level of the Synagogue. These are emergency devices
that alert the police in case there is an active threat in the
Synagogue. These are ONLY to be pressed and activated in
case of emergency. Please make sure you and your child(ren)
do not lean on or play with these devices. 

In addition, security cameras around the building keep us
secure. Additional security measures are in place throughout
the year, including security personnel on site. 

Fire and Emergency drills will take place throughout the year. 

Adat Shalom contracts a specific security team, Shamar
Services, LLC. They are on site for each school day and special
events and programs. Additionally, on Saturday mornings
and when deemed advisable, officers from the Farmington
Hills Police Department are on site. 

Our security team and education team carry walkie-talkies. 
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Safety & Security



Accessibility
The school is located on the ground floor of the building. We
have an elevator located at the far end of the building, across
from an accessible and gender-neutral bathroom. Families
who need to access the building without stairs should call
the school office to have the doors near the elevator
unlocked. 

All Gender Restrooms: On the lower level near the Kaufman
Entrance/Exit there is an accessible and unisex restroom.
There is an additional all-gender restroom upstairs in the
Breakfast Room, and two near the clergy wing. 

Bathrooms
There are single-stall bathrooms in/adjacent to rooms 102,
103, 104 and 105. Men’s and women’s restrooms are also
located in the lower atrium (near the bottom of the circular
stairs), inside the lower level kitchen, and on the mid-level
outside the Israel Room, in addition to the main restrooms
upstairs by the clergy wing and the sanctuary.

The restroom in Melissa’s office has a supply of menstrual
products and additional personal hygiene items that are
available to anyone who needs. 
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Accessibility



Our students take pride in being Jewish
through an education focused on age-
appropriate, experiential learning that
enhances each student’s appreciation
for lifelong learning and living as Jews.
As an important part of our synagogue
community, students gain an
understanding of the way Conservative
Judaism is practiced at Adat Shalom
Synagogue. They have a strong sense of
Jewish values, ethics, Torah, traditions,
Israel, and tikkun olam (social action)
and have the opportunity to lead as well
as participate in tefillot (communal
prayer). Their understanding of Judaism
gives them a sense of who they are and
an appreciation of their role in the larger
Jewish community that will last a
lifetime.

We are committed to enriching the lives
of students and families within our
congregation in a nurturing environment
through diverse Jewish educational
experiences according to the values of
Conservative Judaism as they relate to
God, Torah, holidays, prayer, history, the
Hebrew language and the State of Israel.
Our school promotes connections
between and among families, the
synagogue, the community and the State
of Israel, creating a path to a happy and
meaningful Jewish life.

O U R  M I S S I O N

O U R  V I S I O N
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Our families are part of a diverse, engaged
and motivated community. They are
connected to each other, to Adat Shalom
Synagogue, and to the larger Jewish
community. By offering meaningful
experiences, celebrating holidays and
Shabbat, our school provides students and
their extended families with opportunities
for ongoing spiritual growth.

Our school is warm and nurturing. Students
feel safe and free to express themselves. Our
learning environment is one of mutual honor
and respect. Dedicated, creative and
enthusiastic teachers guide our students
using different learning modalities while
meeting the needs of each student. They
create a student-centered, active learning
environment that extends beyond the
classroom into the lives of our students and
their families.

The Rabbis, Hazzan and other
professionals have an active and visible
role in the school. Having developed
meaningful connections with our
clergy and staff, our students and
families feel valued in the greater
congregation and are motivated to be
involved in all aspects of Adat Shalom
Synagogue.

O U R  F A M I L I E S

O U R  L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T

O U R  C O N G R E G A T I O N
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