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_The 3" year anniversay of the official
designation of Little Arabia District in Anahim
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Event Time: Organized by: Event Address:

August 23, 2025 Modjeska Park
Saturday ) 1331 S Nutwood St,
2pm to §pm ArabAmerican Anaheim, CA 92804

CivicCouncil
www.AACivicCouncil.org/layali
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PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEY
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At the TIbrahim Law Firm, clients come first.
Our founding attorney, Alaa Ibrahim, built the practice
on a dedicalion Lo providing our clients with care,
compassion and personal attention throughout their case.

Need legal support?
We speak Spanish and Arabic.
Free Casce Review
714-808-0800

Our firm provides a range of personal injury law services
Car Accident Personal Injury Truck Accident

Slip and Fall Injury Motorcycle Accident

Pedestrian Accident Uber & Lyft Accident
& more

Conlacl us & Learn more

www.ibrahimfirm.com
Email: myattorney@ibrahimfirm.com
Phone: 714-808-0800

Office locations:

10231 S Brookhurst St, Anaheim, CA 92804
26475 Rancho Parkway South, Lake Forest, CA 92610
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For decades, Arab Americans and Arab immigrants have
migrated to Southern California for many reasons,
whether economic opportunities, educational pursuits,
escaping genocide or civil war, seeking refuge, and more.
Over the years, West Anaheim has grown into a thriving
economic and cultural hub for Arab Americans.

Since the late 1990s, Arab American community leaders
have worked to have Brookhurst St. recognized as Little
Arabia much like other cultural districts across California,
such as Little Saigon, Koreatown, and Little Armenia.
These decades of advocacy culminated in 2022 with the
#DesignatelittleArabia campaign, led by the Arab
American Civic Council.

On August 23,2022, the Anaheim City Council voted to
formally designate Little Arabia.

This designation is a testament to the resilience of the
Arab American community, it was achieved despite
immense challenges. It’s a powerful reminder of the
importance of civic engagement: when we come
together, we can transform our conditions for the better.

At a time when our community is under attack both here
and abroad, from the genocide in Gaza to ICE raids
targeting our neighborhoods, it is vital to create spaces
where we can unite and honor our achievements. Layali
Little Arabia marks the third anniversary of this historic
designation. It is an opportunity to showcase

our cultural pride, support Arab American

businesses, and commemorate a victory

that will benefit generations to come.

We extend our gratitude to everyone
who made this historic day possible.

Rashad Al-Dabbagh
Executive Director
Arab American Civic Council
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HOUSE OF MANDI

657-220-5272
S 518 S BROOKHURST ST #1,
7 ANAHEIM, CA 92804




Food & flavors of
Little Arabia District.
Savor iconic dishes
from Little Arabia’s
beloved businesses
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Activities for all ages!
A photobooth and a
designated kids
activities section.

Cultural Souq
including
handcrafted,
wearable heritage,
stories & art

Building power
with non profits
that serve our
communities.

Live performances
by Arab American
Artists that echo the
sounds of our
homelands

Support Ar
American
businesses, non-
profits and artists!




Q) 714-442-0044

866 S Brookhuwrst St.
Anaheim, CA 92804

Catering for all occasions!
mdduu:gsgfgra@m & more

OF.9  Build your knafeh!
ok wwuw- Knafeh Cafe.com
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Rundown
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r 2:00 PM r 3:00 PM 3:15 PM
DJ Set by Intro by MC History of Little
ThanksJoey Mikel Al Arabia District
Baghdadi Panel
i 4:00 PM 4:30PM o 5:00 PM
DJ Set by interlude Opportunity Drawing
ThanksJoey alold and shoutouts
5:30 PM ‘l 6:00 PM
Performance DJ Set by
by Mawtini ThanksJoey
Choir & Intermission
Yorr A;;
v 7:00 PM A 8:00 PM = S
Live ensemble  Closing P :

by Al Akhbar remarks




LEBANESE BAKERY & CUISINE

Bringing the taste of Lebanese food to the center of California, Anaheim,
and about two miles away from the happiest place on earth “Disney Land”,
Little Arabia opened in 2014.

We cater all your events

638 S Brookhurst St, Anaheim, CA 92804
(714) 833-5760




Our Layali Souq & Orgs +

DRINKS & DESSERTS Babylon Brews +
Choco Fruit Corniche Coffee
Habibte Ramallah The Dubai Karak
Coastal Cane Crinkles and Crackles
ChocoBite Knafeh Cafe

FOOD & DINING Little Arabia Restaurant
House of Mandi Kimo Shawarma

Poutine Craze o World Famous Grill

=

VENDORS Sofa's Fashion
Hakikufi e HARF Boutique
Splash Gear "4 Snap that Photobooth

Warm Hearts Arub Store

Jiydjewels East is West

La Zwina Boutique Tagdimaat Collection

La Dunes Palestinian Tatreez

Save Our Style Abjad Studio

Urban Karak & Co. Heart Crafted

The Coral Beach Ebla Olive Oil

ALIB Sunnah Healing Remedies

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

Palestine Children's Relief Fund

SAWA for Palestine

CAIR-LA

Global Hope 365

American Arab Business Council of CA
Orange County Public Works

Arab American Caucus

American Red Cross

www.AACivicCouncil.org



ArabAmerican
CivicCouncil

www.aaciviccouncil.org
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ERESH HALAL MEATS
BAKERY & SWEETS
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It is an honor to support Layali: A Celebration of Little Arabia, an
evening filled with culture, connection, and deep community pride.
Congratulations on three years since the official designation of
Little Arabia, a milestone made possible by years of advocacy,
leadership, and persistence by community members determined
to have this neighborhood’s identity recognized.

To those who led that work: thank you. Your dedication helped
secure not just a name on a map, but a lasting symbol of presence,
belonging, and resilience. Through your contributions in culture,
art, business, and civic life, you continue to shape a stronger, more
inclusive community for all of us.

Preserving cultural identity is not just about honoring the past, it’s
about protecting the right of all communities to be seen, heard,
and valued. The ability to live with dignity and safety, free from
discrimination or erasure, is fundamental. Upholding those rights is
not optional, it’s a shared responsibility.

As we gather tonight, surrounded by
music, food, and loved ones, we celebrate
the people who make this place special.
And we recommit ourselves to the values
that unite us: equity, justice, human rights,
and mutual respect.

A heartfelt thank you to the Arab American
Civic Council and to all our community
partners for building a future where
everyone has a place.

With gratitude and solidarity,

Councilwoman Jessie Lopez



History of Little Arabia District

In the 1970s, immigrants from Syria, Jordan, Lebanon,
Palestine, Egypt, and Irag — along with sizable Iranian and
Pakistani communities — began settling in West Anaheim.

By 1988, the Khoraki
family opened
Altayebat Market on
Brookhurst Street,
serving the
neighborhood’s
growing population
and meeting its
distinct dietary and
linguistic needs.

During the 1990s, the community grew rapidly. Many
of its members were the children of Palestinians
expelled during the 1948 Nakba, and they worked to
preserve their distinct cultural identity.

It was during this period that the commmunity began
informally adopting the name “Little Gaza”-both as an
homage to their ancestral homeland and as an
affirmation of their right to self-identify.

‘GAZA: It's
a Strip, But
in Anaheim

“It's still grawing. It's *
snowballing—one store
attracts another, and
those two stores Iltrur.t

Misdle Eastern al



o e The Arab World
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Arab Town 14 July 2000 Gkl

Figuore 1. Map of Arab Town (source: The Arab World 27 June 2003, BEL

Around this time, the Brookhurst corridor,
once referred to as “Arab Town,” began to be
known as “Little Arabia,” a name that gained
wider use by the mid-2000s.



In the 2000s, Ahmad Alam — owner of the
Little Arabia Plaza — launched The Arab World
magazine, which featured a community map.

Compliments of the Arab American Council and The United Arab American Chamber of Commerce
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In 2004, Fifty local leaders gathered at Access California Services
to brainstorm ideas to elevate the Arab Community in Anaheim.
Former City Councilman, Richard Chavez emphasizes the city’s
poor effort in reaching out to ethnic groups. Official Designation
was suggested during brainstorming sessions.

fos Angeles Times

Muslims and Arabs Seek New Profile

By Stanley Allisan

In 2010, seeking an official city
g h e/ ai. i designation, Rashad Al-

f. - oonavivst Dabbagh and Omar Masry
74 o Movians launched an advocacy and
- social media campaign to
- designate Little Arabia to draw

public attention to the district.

In 2014, community leaders
hosted a “Summit,” which
brought together residents,
civic leaders, and then mayor
Tom Tait. The event highlighted
the potential of Little Arabia as a
recognized ethnic district—
drawing comparisons to P
established cultural hubs like y ("% p 1'
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Little Saigon and Little Tokyo. & e
5 In 2020, the Arab

e G I | g American Civic Council
ft’ R ae — - v launched the
FaNes R o T HdesignatelittleArabia
_-.(.h,.._‘ ’ . .

0 AT s 3 campaign, in an effort
1 % é{"TLE ARABIA to put it on the
X F

A I T — Anaheim City Council’s
i ’llrr 53741 Seg F \
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Advocacy for Little Arabia
After more than 18 years of x:

back-and-forth between the %
community and the Anaheim ~
City Council, Dr. José Moreno
placed the Little Arabia
district designation on the -
council agenda in 2022,
paving the way for its official
recognition.

' After more than three decades of community
building and activism, Little Arabia was officially
designated on August 22,2022.




Today’s Little Arabia District

In January 2024, the Anaheim
City Council voted to approve
the installation of a Little
Arabia freeway sign. On
September 19, 2024, the sign
was unveiled to the public
and installed a couple of s
weeks later. R

- Little Arabia%
Y NEXT EXIT &/

Little Arabia has become a space where the community can
both celebrate and grieve-a place to be human.

Looking ahead, the district’s future shines through public art,
cultural events, and community tours.

It stands as a beacon of California’s ethnic diversity, offering Arab
Americans a place where their identity is recognized, affirmed,
and openly expressed.



About the performers
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The Palestlne Foundation, in Collaboratlon with SAWA, a Southern
California Arab American mothers group, established the Mawtini Choir.
This children's choir project focuses on teaching traditional and folk songs,
including the associated Arabic language translation, pronunciation, and
history, to children between the ages of 5 & 17. The choir aims to foster a
sustainable fellowship of young artists who are proficient in various art
forms like singing, traditional dance, playing musical instruments, and
poetry. They provide instruction in vocal skills, Arabic pronunciation and
vocabulary through songs and poetry, as well as playing traditional musical
instruments, music theory, and folk dances.

Thanks Joey" (I)S.o) is a Los
Angeles-based music
producer, audio engineer, and
DJ known for specializing in
various genres including Hip-
Hop, R&B, Reggaeton,
Afropop, and Pop.

He has released several
albums and singles, including
"Qahwah Con Leche", "Brown
Kid", and "MAKTABA : Home
Away From Home".




The name ,L>31 (Al-Akhbar), meaning "The News" in Arabic, was
chosen to transform the traditional notion of news as a bearer of sorrow
into a messenger of celebration and togetherness. With their unique
fusion of traditional Arabic magam and jazz, Al-Akhbar is reshaping the
SWANA music scene, pushing boundaries, and offering a fresh
perspective on cultural expression.

o

Mikel Albagdadi is a
comedian hailing from
Louisiana, now making waves
in Los Angeles. Known for his
unique brand of humor, he
skillfully weaves tales of his
upbringing as an Arab
American in the South into
uproarious comedy. With
credits including a role in the
movie The Hunt and a recent
appearance in the Netflix
Original Carry On alongside
Jason Bateman. Mikel
Albagdadi is carving out a
niche for himself in the
entertainment industry, he has
showcased his wit through his
writing, contributing to
publications such as The Red
Shtick, Neutral Ground, and
Buzzfeed.




Your Health Is
Everything to Us

Focused on giving health a lift

o CalOptima Health

caloptima.org



.2. _SALEM MD, FACS

URGENT CARE_»W'L

VEIN SCREENING

\/ Varicose VEINS

INTINGTON
$00TH

Renew Your Legs

Restore
Your Confidence

* SCLEROTHERAPHY

* ENDOVEN :
LASER THERAPY

* LASER SPIDER
VEIN REMOVALI

CALL NOW
FOR YOUR
APPOINTMENT

\/ Vma_l.t-:losé. Vslﬂs

HUN‘TINGTDI\! BEACH - 8101 Newman Ave., Suite D

i Hongetad]

.&N.ﬂ.HElM * 6315 B!ocnhhurst St » Ste 214
FOOTHILL RANCH » 26781 Portola Prkwy., Ste 4E
SANTA ANA » 1401 N. Tustin Ave » Ste 120
714-545-5200 + varicoseveinsmdcare.com
We accept most insurance, PPO, HMO, Medicare, MediCal

OC uraenT care /.

13 locations throughout

Orange County
‘We Care About You

At OC Urgent Care, our
patients always com first

At OC Urgent Care we slrive to make our patients

comfortable and safe while providing high-guality care.

Cur convenient locations throughout Orange County
uphold a gold-star standard of service. We are a
walking-in medical clinic that treats urgent medical
conditions and minar trauma for children and adults of
all ages.

Cur staff speaks English, Arabic, and Spanish.

Locations: Huntington Beach, Orange, Santa
Ana, Anaheim, Garden Grove, Lake Forest,
Foothill Ranch, Mission Viejo

Visit our website at www. ocurgentcare.com

When it’s urgent, We care

Welcome to
OC Urgent Care!

» ImmigrationPhysicals
» Sports Physicals

» Workers Compensation
» Work physicals

» Vaccinations
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ABUSHARAR & ASSOCIATES
501 N BROOKHURST ST. #202

ANAHEIM, CA 92801

714-535-5600

AKRAM@ABUSHARARLAW.COM

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM
www.abushararlaw.com
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IFree Free Palestine!

THE FAMILY OF “IMAD MAHMOUD ALI DAHDOUL"
{ Mahmoud Dahdoul, Emma Dahdoul, Nyah Dahdoul, Eve Dahdoul \

Imad Dahdoul, Karina Dahdoul
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570 S. Brookhurst st.
Anaheim, CA 92804

Ph. (714) 801-2880



Let’s create
opportunity for all.

At Comerica Bank, we believe when everyone has an equal opportunity to thrive,
we all thrive.

That’s why we invest time, resources and capital into creating economic
opportunities that help build stronger communities.

From a ordable housing to financial education and workforce development,
Comerica is committed to helping everyone ... succeed.

T ——
ComericA Bank.

Raise Your Expectations®

MEMBER FDIC. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY LENDER.
CB-822550-02-02 08/23




BUYING ~ FIRSTTEAM
OR SELLING  REAL ESTATE

23+ Years of Expertise in
Southern CA Real Estate -
Your Goals, My Priority! \\
Multilingual, Transparent &
Dedicated to Your Success.
Helping you attain the
American dream!

Mirvette Judeh

Realtor

949.337.2455 | mirvettej@yahoo.com | Lic# 01336420

[ \ | ——

"...SERVING SMALL BUSINESSES, FREELANCERS, AND

ROURY

BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICE, INC.

Key Services Offered:

v Bookkeeping (monthly, quarterly,
annual)

v’ Personal & Business Tax Preparation

v/ Tax Planning & Consulting

CALLTODAY =1 G|

(714) 533-1212

520 N Brookhurst St Suite 200
Anaheim, CA 92801

KhouryCG.com



Saad & Associates

Accounting Services

Here we serve professional
accountant services that will
help you in running your
business.

421 N Brookhurst St #120
Anaheim, CA 92801

"Hea_dache "W{Wzﬁghem%ﬁrmpmctorcom \ ,
i ht LossRECILS Brookhurst St. #2094

- Faheim]CA 92804
) 71&'1783 712208
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About the organizer

Established in 2011, the Arab American Civic Council
advances community power and grassroots
democracy by moving people, organizations, and
policy towards justice and equity. We envision an
empowered Arab American community thriving in an
America that is just and equitable for all.

Our team come from different backgrounds but
share the same vision to uplift our communities.

Rashad Al-Dabbagh - Executive Director

Hani Haidar - Admin & Development Coordinator
Amin Nash - Policy & Research Coordinator
Johanna Mustafa - Operations Manager

Ayah Shiadah - Organizing Manager

Aya Baazizi - NNAAC Fellow

Muntadhar Aljadeed - NNAAC Fellow C?\;?(?(A:ronarligg?l

www.AACivicCouncil.org
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Where Smart Businesses Start Their Search.
Trusted by 10,000 Businesses Nationwide.

California’s Largest Commercial Vehicle Dealer
Proudly Serving Orange County for 40 years
« Every Major Brand, Quality Pre-Owned
Custom Upfitting for Every Trade
e o)

VAN AND TRUCK CENTER

714.274 1144 WWW.FAMVANS.COM

WWW.FAMVANS.COM

Browse 400+ vehicles now!

Cargo Vans Box Trucks
nger Vans Dump Trucks
ation Units Tow Trucks
Bucket / Boom Stake / Flatbeds

Medlical Utility Vehicles



Donate here
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Special thanks to our sponsors

4= |BRAHIM
l| LAW FIRM

PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEY

& EEMIVARISN

ST -
-J‘i S TN

rOdS<SIRON
B NG NN,

&

&30

Ch

HOUSE OF MANDI
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Contact Info

Arab American Civic Council

657-206-ARAB (2722)

www.aaciviccouncil.org A A e

631 S Brookhurst St. #215 CivicCouncil
Anaheim, CA 92804



