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Deb Gilpin  
President & CEO  
Madison Children’s Museum 

Welcome to The Scribbler, Madison Children’s Museum’s new 
magazine. Many of our visitors don’t know how to read yet, but we 
didn’t leave them out; there are coloring pages and games starting  
on page 33!  

Sharing a window into the workings of the museum is a great joy.  
When people hear the kind of stories you’ll find here, I see their eyes 
light up with pride at their own involvement, pleasure at how both our 
local community and the national museum field has benefited from the 
model we set, and a sense of good fortune that Madison has one of the 
most renowned children’s museums in the world.  

Children come first here—everything we do is in their best interests, 
always. These stories connect what we do with why and how we carry out our  
mission. Because connecting children to the world around them doesn’t happen  
accidentally. For decades we’ve worked intentionally on our practices, approaches,  
innovations, and programming to welcome and include people from a wide  
diversity of populations. 

Here we can tell the less-often heard stories—including our history, present work, and  
plans. Collectively they illustrate just what an amazing place this museum is and the inspiring 
people—kids, families, volunteers, staff, donors, and friends—who come together to create and 
bring it to life every day.  

 
Thank you,

OUR MISSION 

Madison Children’s Museum connects children  
with their families, their communities, and the  
world beyond through discovery learning and  
creative play. 

 

CORE VALUES 

Our values reflect what we believe is in the  
best interest of children—always. 

We Believe In: Play, Integrity, Creativity, 
Collaboration, Risk, Inclusiveness, Learning,  
and Sustainability. 

Hi, Reader! 
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Play that exposes kids to problem-solving and  
age-appropriate risk... I knew right away I wanted  
to play a part in fulfilling that mission for every kid in 
our community.

— Joel Martin, Vice Chair, MCM Board

MCM BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

OFFICERS 
Matt Premo 
Chair

Jennifer Johnson 
Immediate Past Chair

Joel Martin 
Vice Chair & Treasurer

Cristina Choi 
Secretary

Sarah Condella 
Officer at Large

Matt Cornwell 
Officer at Large

MEMBERS 
Asya Alexandrovich 
Bryan Chan  
Marta Gialamas  
Gloria Ladson-Billings  
Bruce Neviaser  
Kristin Shutts  
Maria Sobrido  
Jane Villa 

FOUNDATION  
BOARD 
Nick Jackson 
Dan Millman 
Peggy Pyle



Joel fell in love with children’s museums as a child 
in Minnesota, where he frequented the Minnesota 
Children’s Museum as well as the Science Museum  
of Minnesota. Inspired by that history Joel joined 
MCM’s board in 2019.  

As an investor in healthcare software startups,  
the Chief Operating Officer at Veda Data Solutions,  
and a father of two, Joel is excited to help secure  
the museum’s financial future to see what the  
museum can become for not only his children but  
the whole community. 

Matt Premo’s commitment to Madison Children’s 
Museum started in 2008 when his employer, Findorff, 
made him the project manager on remodeling work 
for MCM. Working closely with MCM’s staff, Matt 
learned about the museum’s mission and impact in 
the community. After the work was completed, he 
was inspired to stay involved and joined the board.  

Matt’s experience and passion proved to be 
critical during development of what is now the 
Wonderground. During the pandemic he helped 
adapt a multi-year project plan with a high budget 
to a plan that could be executed in about a year, for 
less money. This allowed us to fast-track a much-
needed outdoor play space, quickly meeting the 
changing needs of the community.  

Matt loves that MCM is always evolving to better 
serve the community. His two children love climbing 
and maneuvering around the museum—especially in 
the Wonderground that their dad helped build! 

Joel Martin 
Vice Chair, Treasurer, and  
Finance Committee Chair 

NEW BOARD LEADERSHIP

Matt Premo 
Chair 
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A $3 million campaign to refresh, reinvigorate,  
revitalize, and say yes!

If you’ve ever watched a child in our human-sized Gerbil Wheel, you’ve 
seen how hard it is to get it started. Once they’ve got momentum, it’s 
easier to keep going. But it still requires focus, balance, fresh energy, 
and effort. Looking at the museum’s success over the past year, it’s fair 
to say we’ve got momentum! 

So we’ve launched the Momentum! campaign, a new initiative raising 
funds to support the museum’s work and plans, $3 million in total.  

To meet the campaign’s ambitious goals, we must partner with all  
our donors: from the largest corporations and philanthropists to the 
five-year-old rolling a quarter down the coin vortex in the lobby. 

Together we’ll strengthen the museum and be ready to meet the 
challenges and the opportunities ahead—those we can anticipate,  
and those we can’t imagine.  

We invite you to participate in the Momentum! campaign  
using the enclosed envelope or by going online to  
www.madisonchildrensmuseum.org/momentum.

 	Visitors flocked back to  
	 the museum, meeting or 		
	 exceeding per-day attendance  
	 levels prior to the pandemic. 

 	Little John’s Lunchbox—the 		
	 first ever pay-what-you-can 		
	 cafe in a museum—opened 		
	 in August 2022 and continues 	
	 to serve healthy, delicious  
	 food to hundreds of visitors. 

 	Our exhibits team finished 		
	 construction on Phase 2 of  
	 the Wonderground and 		
	 immediately leaped into the 	
	 next big thing: designing a 		
	 new second-floor exhibit. 

 	We laid a strong, stable financial 	
	 foundation, which we’re now 	
	 building upon.

This past year, our first full year after we reopened, was one of great 
accomplishments at Madison Children’s Museum. To name just a few: 
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MOMENTUM! WILL FUND: 

• 	�A major new exhibit (25%)  
Support the custom design and 
construction by MCM staff, artists, 
and contractors, and the first year of 
programming. Get a sneak peek at the 
new exhibit on page 11. 

• �	Caretakers of Wonder (23%)  
Protect the health and well-being of 
children by addressing climate change 
through facility improvements and 
educational content. Learn more about 
this groundbreaking program on  
page 12. 

• 	Facility Fund (20%) 
	 Care for our 94-year-old building 		
	 with confidence—conducting 	  
	 planned upgrades and being ready 	
	 for maintenance surprises. Learn  
	 more about the building’s storied 	 
	 history on page 14. 

• 	Human Resource Development (15%) 	
	 Invest in our amazing staff, including  
	 wage growth and recruitment to  
	 fill skill and capacity gaps. Read 	  
	 about Matt Shutler, one of our staff 	
	 members, on page 9. 

• 	Innovation Fund (9%) 
	 Pilot opportunities to generate  
	 additional revenue, without  
	 creating financial exposure to  
	 general resources. 

• 	Refresh for hosting the 2024  
	 national conference of children’s 		
	 museums (8%) 
	 Ensure our entire facility and all 	  
	 exhibits are in their best condition  
	 and prepare to be welcoming,  
	 inspiring hosts. Learn more about  
	 InterActivity 24 on page 8. 
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Every year children’s museum professionals 
gather for an annual conference to share ideas, 
collaborate, and imagine the future. This annual 
conference—InterActivity— is hosted by our 
professional organization, the Association of 
Children’s Museums. In May of 2024, InterActivity  
is coming to Madison!  

From May 15 to 17 over 1,000 children’s museum 
professionals from across the US and around the 
world will travel to Madison. InterActivity will bring  
an estimated $700,000+ of economic activity to  
our community.  

ACM chooses a host city based on the reputation 
of the local children’s museum and what the city 
has to offer. MCM is recognized nationally as a 
leader and innovator, particularly in the areas of 
green exhibit design; sustainability; and Access, 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion programs.  

Hosting InterActivity will let MCM show off just how 
a museum in a smaller city regularly makes top 10 
lists of best children’s museums.  

This year’s theme of “Flourish!” was recommended 
by Madison Children’s Museum because flourishing 
is what we all want for our children—and for our 
museums—to thrive, grow, and become our  
best selves. 

As we prepare to welcome InterActivity attendees 
you might notice some extra work happening 
around the museum. Having “company come to 
visit” always provides extra incentive to look sharp. 

As part of the Momentum! campaign, we’re working 
with supporters to reinvest in the core elements of 
our facility and refresh spaces throughout—to shine 
for our peers at the conference and for the benefit 
of families that visit every day. Please join us as we 
show why Madison Children’s Museum is one of the 
best places in the country for kids and families to 
learn and grow together.

MCM will host the international gathering of children’s museums this May

Flourishing is what we all want for our 
children—and for our museums—to thrive, 
grow, and become our best selves. 
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If you’ve visited the museum or purchased a 
membership since 2014, chances are you’ve had the 
pleasure of working with Matt Shutler. After leaving 
work at Epic in Verona, Matt signed on with the 
museum as a marketing supervisor, working directly 
with guests at the admissions desk and supervising 
admissions staff. Matt’s title has changed three 
times over the years. Throughout, his calm, cheerful 
demeanor has been appreciated by the staff he 
supervised, coworkers, and the many visitors who 
have gotten to know him.  

I love MCM, that’s why I’ve worked here for  
almost a decade. The animals, exhibits, the people 
who work here... But mostly I love seeing the kiddos 
learn and grow through the years—and even in real 
time during Early Explorers Playgroup.

— Matt Shutler, Membership Manager

Matt Shutler 
Membership Manager

MEET THE STAFF

In the winter of 2021 Matt was promoted to 
membership manager, overseeing the program, 
processing memberships, answering member 
questions, and planning fantastic member parties. 
While he moved to a desk on the fourth floor,  
Matt still works directly with visitors during 
member events and Early Explorers playgroups.  
All staff are required to spend some time out 
on the floor, and Matt in particular cherishes his. 
Matt’s many years working directly with  
visitors are a boon to members, as he has a  
deep understanding of every aspect of the 
museum and the ways to get the most out of  
a membership.  

When asked why he has stayed with the  
museum for so many years, Matt says that while 
the museum itself is amazing, it’s the people that 
make it truly special. He also notes that the careful 
restructuring and planning that the museum did 
before reopening post-pandemic has made it an 
even more pleasurable place to work.  

We’re grateful to have Matt as part of our team, 
and we know that many visitors and members  
feel the same. 



Change is coming to the second floor! The exhibit 
From Coops to Cathedrals: Nature, Childhood, and 
the Architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright was developed 
in partnership with Taliesin Preservation and the Frank 
Lloyd Wright Foundation in celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the famous architect’s birth. Now, 
however, Frank would be 156, and the time has come 
to make way for something new.  

While most adults and older kids enjoy novelty, for 
many younger children, as well as some neurodiverse 
children, change can be stressful. The museum will be 
offering tips and events to help with the transition.  

While the exhibit space is under construction from 
January through May, the museum’s Celebrations 
room will be repurposed into exhibit space, with some 
of our most popular features from prior years making 
encore appearances. Also, look for construction-
themed activities, sneak peeks, and pop-up programs 
held throughout the museum. 

So Long, Frank Lloyd Wright  
From Coops to Cathedrals exhibit retires  
at the end of 2023

A THIRD ACT FOR SLIPPERY

Coops might be leaving, but the 
museum has a long-standing 
practice of reusing exhibit elements 
in surprising ways. One of the most 
iconic elements of Coops is a calf 
unofficially named “Slippery.” (It got 
that name from a sign on the calf that 
said, “Be careful climbing on me, I’m 
slippery.” Kids took that as a literal 
introduction.) Slippery started out as 
part of Cows, Curds, and Their Wheys, 
a dairy-themed exhibit when the 
museum was on State Street. When the 
museum moved, kids voted on which 
elements should be included in the 
new space, and the cows won. Instead 
of recreating the old exhibit, the cows 
were used in new ways. Gertrude is 
now part of the “cow jumping over 
the moon” in the atrium and Maybelle 
overlooks the Wonderground. Slippery 
joined Coops, and plans are already 
underway for how this beloved bovine 
can become a part of another exhibit. 
So it won’t be “goodbye” to Slippery, 
just “So long, and see you later!” 

Slippery
Hi, I’m
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What do bears, burr oaks, and bugs have in 
common? A new home on the second floor of 
MCM! Coming in spring 2024, visitors will enjoy 
a new exhibit (name to be determined). The 
museum’s in-house exhibits team will transform 
the 2,000-square-foot space at the Capitol Square 
point into an interactive nature experience, indoors.  

Grounded in the developmental framework 
developed by Caretakers of Wonder (see page 
12 for more information), the new exhibit will 
encourage kids to show kindness to all living 
beings—to animals, to plants, to themselves, and 
to each other. The new exhibit combines many 
of the things MCM does best (like supporting 
open-ended play) in an immersive environment 
mimicking the outdoors. As children traverse the 
landscapes and explore how all living things are 
interconnected, over 40 interactive components 
will engage them in enriching tactile and sensory 
activities. In line with the museum’s longtime 
commitment to the health and well-being of 
visitors, as much of the exhibit as possible will be 
created using natural and sustainable materials.

With visual center points like the sun and  
seamless transitions across the four seasons, the 
new exhibit offers four distinct and intertwined 
types of Wisconsin ecosystems: forest, woodland 
stream, marshland, and oak savannah. 

What do bears, burr oaks, and bugs 
have in common? A new home on the 
second floor of MCM! 

Bringing the Outside In  
MCM will build a new exhibit opening 
summer 2024 

As with other MCM exhibits, local artists will 
contribute their own creative touches, including 
photographer Tom Jones, muralist Angelica 
Contreras, illustrator Duachaka Her, and 
woodcarver Djam Vivie. They will each create a  
new work that is inspired by the exhibit’s theme.  

We sure are busy beavers around here! We’re 
grateful to our confirmed supporters as we continue 
to raise funds to bring this effervescent exhibit to life.

Keep an eye out for more information in the  
coming months.



Climate change is the greatest threat facing 
the world’s children and young people. 
Climate change poses major threats to their 
health, nutrition, education, and future. 

—UNICEF, 2022 report 

What if we could address climate change with joy, 
kindness, and getting up close with nature—giving those 
gifts to our children? For children eight and under, 
research shows that’s the best approach. Though young 
children are aware of and stressed by climate change, 
discussing it directly with them can be overwhelming and 
counterproductive, especially if not presented in hopeful 
language and actions.  

Madison Children’s Museum is leading a new national 
initiative, Caretakers of Wonder, designed to create an 
innovative, research-based approach that museums can 
use to meet the needs of young children amidst the 
growing threat of climate change on their lives.  

Caretakers of Wonder 
A hopeful initiative for a pressing problem

Nine museums and science centers are collaborating with 
experts in neuroscience, climate science, equity, and early 
childhood nature education. Each organization will create 
exhibits, activities, or programs that foster joy, empathy, 
and connections with nature. We’ll assemble what we’ve 
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PARTNER MUSEUMS &  
SCIENCE CENTERS 

•	Chicago Children’s Museum 	
	 (Chicago, Ill.) 

• 	Children’s Museum of Southern 	
	 Oregon (Medford, Ore.) 

• 	Discovery Museum (Acton, Mass.)  

• 	KidsQuest Children’s Museum 	
	 (Bellevue, Wash.)  

• 	Louisiana Children’s Museum  
	 (New Orleans, La.) 

• 	Madison Children’s Museum 	
	 (Madison, Wis.)  

• 	Museum of Discovery & Science 	
	 (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.) 

• 	National Children’s Museum 	
	 (Washington, D.C.)  

• 	The Wild Center (Tupper Lake, N.Y.)   
 
EXPERT ADVISORS 

• 	Dr. Richard J. Davidson  
	 UW-Madison neuroscientist  
	 and Founder of the Center for  
	 Healthy Minds 

• 	Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings  
	 UW-Madison professor emeritus, 	
	 current National Academy  
	 of Education

• 	Dr. Jonathan Patz  
	 UW-Madison professor and  
	 climate scientist 

• 	Mr. David Sobel  
	 Antioch University New England 	
	 professor and author, early 		
	 childhood and nature expert 

collectively learned and share a toolkit with museums and 
others around the world, reframing messages for young 
children in age-appropriate ways that nurture resilience, 
hope, and connection to nature.  

At Madison Children’s Museum, the new nature exhibit 
opening in the spring of 2024 will be the most visible 
flower of that work. See page 11 for more information.  

Each museum has also committed to significant 
climate actions to lower carbon emissions within their 
organization and to communicate about and model this 
work to their audiences.  

The exhibit and the lead role in the Caretakers project 
continue decades of national leadership in this work 
under the visionary guidance of Brenda Baker, MCM 
vice president of exhibits, facilities & strategic initiatives. 
Brenda explains that “Leading this monumental national 
project is helping us build new organizational capacities 
and create generative, hopeful solutions for the most 
serious threats to children and their future.”  

Caretakers of Wonder is partially funded by a two-year 
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
awarded through the National Leadership Grant program 
and managed in partnership with Environment & Culture 
Partners and the Association of Children’s Museums.  

“We are thrilled to embrace Caretakers of Wonder and 
we appreciate the leadership role Madison Children’s 
Museum has taken with the project,” says Arthur Affleck, 
executive director of the Association of Children’s 
Museums. “I can’t think of anything more important than 
this work, because we serve children, and they are most 
affected by climate change.”  

Watch for more information about Caretakers of Wonder, 
the new exhibit, and MCM’s other sustainability initiatives. 
We invite friends of the museum to support Caretakers 
of Wonder and the new exhibit by participating in the 
Momentum! campaign. 

If we want children to flourish... then let us allow them 
to love the earth before we ask them to save it. 

—David Sobel, author and Caretakers of Wonder advisor 
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Expanding & Capitol North, 1977–2003 

After 1969 the building became office space for a series of tenants. In 1977 it was 
purchased by a real estate developer and in 1984 was expanded to encompass 
the whole block. Between 1990 and 1999 the building became known as “Capitol 
North” when it housed the legislators and agencies displaced by renovations of the 
Wisconsin State Capitol building.  

United States Armed Forces Institute Headquarters, 1943–1968 

In 1943, after Montgomery Ward moved to State Street, the building became home to the recently created 
United States Armed Forces Institute. Founded during World War II, the USAFI served the growing number of 
military service members in need of general education courses. The Madison location was the headquarters, 
picked both for its comparative safety after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and for its proximity to the  
University of Wisconsin. One of the most interesting impacts of USAFI was the development of standardized, 
long-distance testing. The USAFI was eventually made redundant and vacated the building in 1968. 

Montgomery Ward, 1929–1942  

The building was constructed in 1929 to  
be a Montgomery Ward department store 
as part of a major effort by the former  
catalog retailer to open up hundreds of  
retail stores. The Madison store featured  
Art Deco elements popular in the late  
twenties, including column-like designs  
etched into the stone and geometric  
designs over windows. While only reaching 
five stories, the original architects designed 
the building with an eye toward later upward 
expansion. The building was constructed  
by John Findorff & Son. 

Photo Courtesy of Wisconsin Historical Society  
Image 16635

It’s an odd building, wedge-shaped, commanding a corner across the street from the 
Wisconsin State Capitol building. And even before MCM arrived it had a colorful history, 
entwined with the fortunes and functions of downtown Madison. 

100 North Hamilton Street: 
Past, Present, and Future
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100 North Hamilton in 2024 & Beyond 

The museum is committed to keeping this unique 
space as our “forever home.” Being in a historic, older 
building presents challenges, which is why, as part of 
the Momentum! campaign, we’re replenishing our 
building fund. 

A New Home for MCM, 2005–2010 

In 2005, Madison Children’s Museum was housed at the  
top of State Street and was ready to expand. Philanthropist 
Jerry Frautschi pledged $5 million to purchase the building  
and a $10 million capital campaign raised the funds to  
renovate it and create the new museum. Findorff was 
selected to do the renovations. The rooftop garden, a  
gift of Pleasant T. Rowland, was only possible because  
the building was engineered to hold the weight of 
additional stories.  

The new museum opened in August 2010. In 2011 the 
museum won the National Medal for Museum Service. In 
2014 we achieved LEED Gold Existing Building, Operations 
& Management certification.

Growing & Improving  
MCM, 2011–2023 

MCM has continued to 
care for the building and 
creatively expand its uses. 
In 2020 construction began 
on the largest change to the 
building since the additions 
in 1984. In the fall of 2021, 
the Wonderground opened, 
adding 10,000 square feet of 
play space. Findorff was the 
principal site contractor. 

BUILDING A PARTNERSHIP  
FOR 40 YEARS 

Findorff has supported Madison 
Children’s Museum for nearly four 
decades. We share history and 
values. The museum’s mission 
is to connect families with their 
communities, and one of Findorff’s 
values is to be a resource to the 
community. Through this joint 
philosophy, our partnership has 
championed childhood development 
opportunities through learning 
experiences. These opportunities are 
available to everyone, including the 
1,000 Findorff employees and their 
families. Findorff has contributed 
ongoing support not just through 
construction projects, but with 
presence on the MCM board  
and committees. 

Findorff President & CEO Jim Yehle, 
whose children grew up visiting 
MCM, says, “Findorff is committed 
to making a positive impact on the 
communities we serve. We value all 
Madison Children’s Museum does 
for children and families, and all they 
do to bring our community together. 
By supporting MCM, we’re helping 
to make the greater Madison area 
a better place for everyone to live, 
work, and play.” 

With a dedication to going 
beyond the role of a traditional 
construction manager for over 
130 years, Findorff is committed to 
investing in the community through 
skilled volunteerism, sponsorships, 
and civic leadership. For all the  
community has given to them, 
Findorff is proud to invest in the 
development of all those who call 
Madison home. 
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Just in time for school breaks and the holidays,  
enjoy all the benefits of our 6-person Family  
Plus Membership for the price of a 4-person  
Family Membership.  
 
Family Plus Membership includes: 

•	6 named members who get free admission  
	 all year 

•	10 guest passes to bring friends and family  
	 to the museum for free 

•	 Invitations to member parties and special 			
	 members-only hours 

•	Free admission to select science centers,  
	 50% off admission to select children’s  
	 museums across the country  
 
Use code PLAYMCM23 at checkout  
to get the upgrade  
 
A sale like this only comes around once a year 
This membership deal is only available now  
through November 30. Don’t forget to use the 
discount code PLAYMCM23, as it cannot be 
applied after purchase. 

Want to give a gift smaller than a membership? 
MCM also offers gift cards and gift tickets for 
single visits. 

Purchase at www.MadisonChildrensMuseum.org. 

Holiday Deal  
on Membership!   
Get a Family Plus Membership for the price  
of a Family Membership 
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT

open
9 am–4 pm

open
9 am–8 pm

open
9 am–4 pm

closed closed open
9 am–4 pm

12/17 12/21 12/2212/18 12/19 12/20

open
9 am–4 pm

12/23

12/24

12/28 12/29 12/30

12/26 12/27

open
9 am–8 pm

open
9 am–4 pm

open
9 am–4 pm

closed open
9 am–4 pm

open
9 am–4 pm

closed

12/25 12/26 12/27 12/28 12/29 12/30

open
9 am–4 pm

open
9 am–4 pm

open
12/31 1/61/2

closed
1/3

closed
1/4

closed
1/5

open
9 am–4 pm

1/3

9 am–4 pm

Santa Day   
Sat., Dec. 2, 9 am–4 pm 
free admission all day, photos with Santa starting at 10 am 

For the third year in a row, Madison Children’s Museum is partnering with the Progress 
Center for Black Women to present a special photos-with-Santa experience. In honor of  
this VIP visit, museum admission is free. Visit your favorite exhibits and stop by the Art 
Studio to make Santa-themed crafts. Subscribe to our email newsletters for updates, 
including preregistration for photos. (Subscribe with the sign-up form at bottom-right of 
our home page.)  
 
Winter Wonder Weeks 
Sun., Dec. 17 through Sat., Jan. 6

The winter holiday break is a busy time at Madison Children’s Museum. During winter 
break the museum puts on Winter Wonder Weeks with special hours and additional 
programming—all included with the cost of membership or museum admission. Past 
programs have included performances by local musicians and dancers, Art Studio crafts 
designed for kids to give as gifts, and pop-up exhibit additions. The full schedule of Winter 
Wonder Weeks programs, performances, and activities will be released in November. 

Winter 2023 holiday hours

Winter Holidays at  
Madison Children’s Museum
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The Museum that Dolls Built: 
American Girl Benefit Sale, 1988–2023 

With tears, high-fives, and hundreds of giant 
purple bags stuffed with dolls, the last American 
Girl Benefit Sale was held June 24 & 25, 2023, 
concluding over three decades of a wildly 
successful collaboration between American  
Girl, hundreds of volunteers, and Madison 
Children’s Museum. 
 
1988: From Idea to Instant Success  
It started with a problem to solve. Since its launch  
in May of 1986, Pleasant Company’s line of 
historical fiction dolls, books, and accessories had 
exploded in popularity. Developed by founder 
Pleasant Rowland to make American history 

interesting and accessible to girls, the high-quality 
toys, attention to detail, and positive messages made 
the brand popular with parents, librarians, and kids 
alike. By 1988 returned items started piling up with 
nowhere to go.  

Pleasant Rowland and her husband, Jerry Frautschi, 
approached Heidi Bollinger, board president of 
Madison Children’s Museum. They chose MCM 
because it was a tax-exempt organization whose 

On the morning of that first sale, shoppers 
started lining up at 4:30 am. 



mission and audience aligned with American Girl’s. 
Heidi leapt at the chance, and the very first sale was 
held in the summer of 1988 at her home, using a 
garden outbuilding. Everything about that first sale 
was improvised. Heidi’s son used his old firetruck 
to transport products from Pleasant Company’s 
warehouse on East Washington Street. A team of 
friends and neighbors worked to sort the items and 
prepare for the sale.  

On the morning of that first sale, shoppers started 
lining up at 4:30 am. Close to 700 people attended, 
requiring all-day traffic control in cooperation with 
local police. By the end of the day $44,000 had 
been raised for the museum. 

MCM volunteers and staff at the 2023 sale

Shoppers at the 1988 benefit sale
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1989–2007: A Global Attraction  
The first sale was a hit, but Heidi and other 
volunteers already had plans to go bigger and 
better. Heidi asked builder Marshal Erdman to 
donate the use of one of his warehouses. Reynolds 
Moving Company delivered goods to the Erdman 
Company warehouse every week for over 12 years. 
The warehouse served for repair and preparation 
as well as the site for the actual sale.

And the sale kept growing. Fans came from all over 
the country and abroad. The volunteer team grew 
to over a hundred men and women working year-
round to sort inventory and repair broken dolls and 
accessories to like-new condition.  

The sale did so well that Pleasant was concerned  
that its success could endanger the museum’s 
nonprofit status or discourage other donors. In 
1995, MCM and Pleasant Company arranged 
for the museum to run the sale and then split 
the proceeds with the newly formed American 
Girl Fund for Children, held by the Madison 
Community Foundation. The American Girl Benefit 
Sale would eventually become the largest single 
source of funding for children’s arts and culture 
programming in Dane County. When Pleasant 

Company was purchased by Mattel in 1998, Mattel 
agreed to continue the arrangement. 

In 2007, at its most lucrative, the sale brought in $1.6 
million: over $2.3 million in today’s dollars. 

It was generosity that kept the sale going. American 
Girl/Mattel continued to donate massive quantities 
of products. And the sale itself would not have been 
possible without the dedicated volunteers who 
continued to work year-round, despite challenging 
conditions in a warehouse without climate control. 
Volunteers ranged in age from 10 to 92. Some 
were retired, with professional skills like inventory 
management, and many had worked for American 
Girl, bringing an encyclopedic knowledge of the 
products and a deep understanding of the fan base. 
Others had grown up loving American Girl dolls and 
wanted to give back to the next generation. All told, 
sale volunteers gave over 350,000 hours of their time 
over the life of the sale.  

A total of 4,500 shoppers came from 
35 states and Canada to attend the last 
benefit sale. 

An eager shopper at the 2018 sale
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2008–2022: Overcoming Challenges  
In 2008, new consumer product safety regulations 
designed to ensure the safety of all products used 
in children’s toys meant that repaired toys would 
require governmental reinspection—an impossible 
step for the operation. Without the larger inventory 
of toys and the related revenue, the sale value was 
greatly reduced. The costs—all paid by Madison 
Children’s Museum—also rose. Rent, overhead, and 
bank and technology fees ate into a substantial 
portion of sale profit. With significantly reduced 
return-on-investment, MCM leadership began 
considering shutting down the sale. 

By 2019, additional challenges were emerging.  
The warehouse’s landlord denied permission to 
hold future sales at their location. MCM had to 
downsize to a new site—hiring trucking and storage 
through the process. American Girl had recently 
donated a record quantity of products to the sale, 
due to closing several retail and outlet stores, but 
warned there might be less given in future years.  

And then the COVID-19 pandemic hit. The 
museum closed to visitors in March 2020.  
Tickets to the 2020 sale had been sold and a  
large surge of dolls had been released from  
more decommissioned AG/Mattel sites, for  
which MCM had rented additional storage. 
Canceling the sale would have been disastrous. 
With American Girl’s permission, a small contingent 
of MCM staff and volunteers reconfigured the 
entire sale to move online and plan for shipping—
something they’d never done. Out of concern 
for the ongoing pandemic and the health of 
volunteers the sale remained online from 2020 
through 2022. But online sales were difficult, 
expensive, and exhausting.  
 
2023: The Final Sale, Finishing Strong  
While there was still much affection for the sale, 
it became clear that at some point in the not-
too-distant future the expenses and difficulties 
of running the sale would outweigh the value it 
brought. In close consultation with American Girl/
Mattel, Madison Children’s Museum opted to  
“go out on a high note,” as MCM President &  
CEO Deb Gilpin put it. 

The final sale was an in-person event, but in  
place of a sweltering warehouse it was held  
at the air-conditioned Alliant Energy Center 
Exposition Hall. Many shoppers, staff, and 

volunteers said this was the easiest, most  
enjoyable sale in decades. A total of 4,500  
shoppers came from 35 states and Canada to  
attend the last benefit sale. 

The final sale was a bittersweet experience for 
many—full of excitement and shared love of dolls  
and the event, tempered by a sad awareness that  
it was the end of an era. As always, the sale was a  
multi-generational experience, with shoppers 
who fondly remembered coming as children now 
bringing children of their own. Many volunteers had 
served for decades and formed lasting friendships. 
 
Looking Ahead  
There will never again be anything quite like the 
American Girl Benefit Sale. Over its 36 years, the sale 
rescued and resold over 250,000 dolls and tons of 
other products. Over $28 million dollars were raised 
and given to over 100 non-profit organizations that 
serve children, supporting over 500 programs.  

The smiles on the faces of children, both  
the recipients of toys bought at the sale, and the  
children supported by MCM and other organizations, 
are simply countless. 

Madison Children’s Museum is deeply grateful for 
the years of generous support received from so 
many quarters: from Pleasant Rowland, Pleasant 
Company/American Girl/Mattel; from the  
hundreds of volunteers; and from the  
thousands of sale customers.  

As the future of the benefit sale had been in  
question for many years, MCM’s board and 
leadership have steadily diversified revenue  
streams so that the museum would remain strong  
in the post-sale era. The new Momentum! campaign 
continues those efforts.  

The American Girl Benefit Sale is now a beautiful 
and inspiring story in Madison Children’s Museum’s 
history, and MCM will always be “the museum that 
dolls built.”

The American Girl Benefit Sale is  
now a beautiful and inspiring story in 
Madison Children’s Museum’s history, 
and MCM will always be “the museum 
that dolls built.”
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An Amazing Year of  
Growth and Momentum  
The 2022–23 fiscal year was an 
exciting year for Madison Children’s 
Museum. We opened the first pay-
what-you-can cafe in a museum, 
completed the Phase 2 expansion 
of the Wonderground, and held the 
final American Girl Benefit Sale. 

Our financial position continues to strengthen. Robust numbers of 
visitors and the continued generosity of our community helped us 
significantly exceed our membership, fundraising, and visitation 
goals. This success allowed us to make crucial investments in our 
facility and staff, while continuing to build our newly established 
reserve funds—a key footing of the museum’s financial foundation. 

The successes of this past year continue to reverberate throughout 
the museum and create momentum as we begin our new fiscal year. 
Work on the new nature exhibit, refreshing the museum, advancing 
the Caretakers of Wonder initiative, and preparing to host the 
InterActivity 24 conference will all continue over the coming 
months. We look forward to sharing the results with you. 

As I assume the role of board chair, I am honored and humbled to 
help lead Madison Children’s Museum at such an exciting time in 
its history. I would like to thank everyone who visited the museum, 
volunteered, made a gift of support, participated in a focus group, 
served on a committee or on our board of directors, or showed 
your enthusiasm for the museum in another way. The successes of 
this past year could not have happened without you. 

We’ve got another exciting year ahead of us. We look forward to 
sharing it with you and hope you’ll visit the museum often. 

 

With gratitude, 

 
Matt Premo  
Board Chair 

2,300 
Number of 

children who got 
to pet a chicken

15,570 
Meals eaten from 

Little John’s Lunchbox

100 
Gallons of paint 

brushed on the Art 
Studio’s paint wall

167,871 
Total visitors in 2022, 57% 
increase over previous year

70,839 
Member visits 

29% 
Percentage of visitors who 

utilized our Access for 
Everyone programs to visit

2022–2023 Annual Report 
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	 11% Education – $476,922
	 28% Exhibits – $1,213,556
	 29% Visitor Services – $1,256,376
	 18% Operations & Admin – $788,012
	 14% Fundraising – $620,948

	 44% Contributions – $2,062,952
	 24% American Girl Benefit Sale – $1,116,048
	   5% Endowment – $233,322
	 23% Admissions & Membership – $1,096,546
	    4% Other – $179,516

Income 
$4,688,384 

Expenses 
$4,355,814

Capital Expenses  
Madison Children’s Museum has begun making a series of 
investments in our facility and exhibits that are shown as capital 
expenses outside our operating budget. One example of these 
investments was the buildout of Phase 2 of the Wonderground, 
completed in October of 2022.  

2022–2023 FINANCIALS

Financial Overview 
Fiscal Year 2023: July 1, 2022–June 30, 2023 

A strong year of visitors and fundraising  
During our 2023 fiscal year, the COVID-19 pandemic continued to subside and the number of 
new and returning visitors to the museum grew, approaching pre-pandemic levels. The museum 
also received several significant grants to help support major initiatives such as Caretakers of 
Wonder. Coupled with continued enthusiasm from the community, MCM had an excellent year of 
fundraising. The timing of the final American Girls Benefit Sale caused two sales to be reflected in 
this fiscal year, pushing related income and expenses higher than is typical.

$289,795 
Capital Investment 

Expenses
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What made you decide to start coming to the  
museum as a family?

Adam: During the weekend I always needed a good fallback 
activity, where I knew that we could come and be engaged the 
whole day and even do lunch before going home. (It) became  
a routine to come and visit. 

Jenny: Eloise had some medical issues when she was a baby. 
For the first couple of years of her life there were a lot of 
appointments, a lot of stuff at the children’s hospital, and a lot 
of anxiety and fear. Coming to the children’s museum offered 
a chance just to be normal, to be around other kids not in a 
hospital context, to be around other grown-ups who weren’t 
defining her by her diagnoses. It became just one of our go-to 
safe places.  

As parents, what are aspects  
of the museum that you love? 

Jenny: I think for me, the two 
big things that come to mind 
are accessibility and inclusivity. 
Whatever the needs are that each 
kid has, you say, “okay, let’s hear 
those needs and figure out how to 
meet them in order for everybody 
to have equal opportunities.” Even 
when our kids haven’t needed 
some of those extra accessibility 
related steps, that matters to us.  

Do you have a special memory  
of a past visit to the museum? 

Adam: I remember the first time 
Eloise actually climbed up the 
big slide, because she had been 
terrified of it for a long time.  
Other kids were going up in  
there, and she went up there and 
went down the slide. I appreciate 
having that opportunity for her 
personal growth. 

Why do you support  
the museum? 

Jenny: It’s important to us that if 
we’re utilizing such an amazing 
community resource, that we’re 
willing to back that up with the 
resources that we have. We want 
to give back to those places that 
have meant so much to us. If we 
can use our financial resources 
that we’ve been blessed with to 
allow other people to have access 
to this too, that really is important 
to us. 

The Huffman Family are Wonder 
Maker level members. 

Why We Support MCM  
The Huffman Family: Jenny, Adam, Eloise (7), and Joshua (5) 
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Tell us a bit about your role at Exact Sciences. 

Katie: In 2022, Exact Sciences created a centralized and devoted 
corporate impact team to work towards being part of the broader 
community. It is really important that we give back, show up, and really 
listen to what matters to our community. Being at the table to listen to 
people’s ideas, concerns, and hopes is central in framing our work. This 
team is always asking ourselves, “How can we show up?”

How would you describe Exact Sciences?   

Katie: Essentially, we are cancer fighters. We champion early detection 
of cancers and post-diagnostic testing. Many may also know us as the 
creators of Cologuard, the at-home colon cancer screening test.   

Why did Exact Sciences choose to support MCM?

Katie: To us, MCM embodies comfort and care. Your museum feels 
like the community’s museum. Exact Sciences feels strongly about the 
access piece in particular—being inclusive and accessible to anyone 
and breaking down as many barriers as possible. It’s a core principle 
that Exact Sciences and MCM deeply share.  

Personally, I have a daughter who is 14 years old now and I remember 
going to the museum early on in her life. She and I both have fond 
memories, like the paint wall in the Art Studio! It was amazing to be in 
a place where, as a parent, you could say “yes” to everything, even if 
it was messy—like “yes, play and paint on the wall.” There weren’t any 
limits to her creativity.   

As MCM plans for the future, what are your hopes and dreams for us?  

Katie: Just keep doing what you’re doing. Keep being there for 
everybody and making active, fundamental play happen!  

Thank you, Katie and Exact Sciences! 

Partnering with  
Exact Sciences
Exact Sciences supports Madison  
Children’s Museum’s Access for Everyone 
program, which removes economic, social, 
and other barriers so that all children and 
families can enjoy brain-building, creative 
play. We recently interviewed Katie Boyce, 
senior director of corporate impact and 
community relations. 
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Throw a party just as playful as you! 
From intimate weddings in our lush rooftop garden to blow-out parties 
for hundreds of your employees, the museum is perfect for any event 
seeking fun, whimsy, and chickens. 

Now booking!  Celebrate@MadisonChildrensMuseum.org

photo: Amanda Red
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
$100,000 & Above 
Bill & Jan DeAtley

$25,000 – $99,999 
Marjorie Devereaux  
	 & David Hall 
Jerry Frautschi  
	 & Pleasant Rowland 
Ron & Deborah Krantz  
$10,000 – $24,999 
Anne Bolz 
Sarah & Nathan Condella 
Peggy & Tom Pyle 
Jane & David Villa 
Jessica & Jim Yehle  
$5,000 – $9,999 
The Chidyllo Family 
Courtney & Guy Comer 
Marta & Aris Gialamas 
Amy & Jerry Nickles  
$2,500 – $4,999 
Terri & Dave Beck-Engel 
Ben Brunette 
Carroll Heideman 
Barbara Karlen 
Mary Beth & Griff Madigan 
Matthew & Katie Premo  
$1,000 – $2,499 
Eric & Tobi Breisach  
Roy & Dianne Christianson 
Martin Colver 
Allison Dvorak 
Katrina Forest 
Grant & Sarah Frautschi 
Mary Gulbrandsen 
Curt & Dawn Hastings 
Tim & Jana Heinrich 
John, Brooke & Hunter Hintze 
Jenny & Adam Huffman 
Linda Hughes 
Robert H. Keller 
Darcy Kind & Marc Vitale 
Frederick R. Kruger 

Leslie & Kenneth Kudsk 
Gloria Ladson-Billings 
Levy Giving Fund 
Jessica & David Matlock 
Francesca Moore Colver 
Stephen Morton 
Margo & Joel Plant 
Jason, Chris, Maddie,  
	 & Josh Raffel 
Dean & Orange Schroeder 
Wendy Simmons 
John R. Sims 
Kristen Thomas 
Dr. Robert Vickerman  
	 & Gaida K. Vickerman  
Mary Jane Wiseman 
Three Anonymous 		
	 Households 

$500 – $999 
Asya Alexandrovich  
	 & Maxim Vavliov 
Alice & Richard Appen 
Anne Arnesen 
Ben Ballweg 
Marian & Jack Bolz 
Jim & Libby Bradley 
Heidi Brown 
Nicholas & Elaine Brown 
Matt & Karen Cornwell 
Adrienne & Jon Ehrhardt 
Susan Ehrlich & Jim Miller 
Karen & Jacob Felder 
Dianne Greenley 
Kia Karlen & Geoff Brady 
Joshua Knackert  
	 & Nicole Vafadari 
Steven Lehl 
Sandra & Allan Levin 
Mark & Elizabeth Mac Kenzie 
Hal & Christy Mayer 
Pam & Andy Policano 
Katie & Jay Sekelsky 
Jeanne Vergeront  
	 & Andrew Dick 
An Anonymous Household  

$250 – $499 
Paul Guyett  
	 & Sophie Aschenbroich 
Susan & Ellis Bauman 
Dana Bernstein 
Steven & Nancy Books 
Helen Brausen 
Scott & Ruth Chalmers 
Cristina & Laurence Choi 
Florence  
	 & Aaron Edwards-Miller 
Rebecca & Corey Eschbach 
Hannah Frazier 
Deborah Gilpin 
Paige & Kevin Haldeman 
Rachel & Kyle Hanson 
Dustin Hillerson  
	 & Emily Brosius 
Vivien Hudig 
Sally Jones  
	 & Aaron Friedman 
Hee Soo Jung & Sarah Jung 
Jeff McCurry & Jesc Seeliger 
Jami Megna  
	 & Michael Megna 
Charles & Sally Miley 
Rochelle & Payvand Moaddel 
Jennifer & Joshua Mou 
Bonnie Orvick 
Barbara Pope 
Kristin Scharf  
	 & John Michopoulos 
Joyce Siefering 
Amanda Strobel 
Chris Toal 
Kennedy & Thomas Turner  
$50 – $249 
Alex Wood  
	 & Nosheen Ajmoel 
Lindsey Alman  
	 & Alex Conner 
Dennis Appleton  
	 & Jennifer Buxton 
Allison Baggott 
Stuart Bass 
Ron & Kris Berman 

Darlene & Tod Bernarde 
Robyn & Logan Bernecker 
Andrew Bikash 
Abby Brand & Michael Brand 
Barbara & Douglas Brand 
Greg Brauer  
	 & Elena Brauer Gutierrez 
Carrie & Ryan Breisach 
Kathleen Chamberlain 
Penny & Micah Chan 
Jane T. Coleman 
Amy Collien 
Shannon Coltrane 
Carol & Kenneth Connor 
Steven Cook 
Kasey & Matt Crampton 
Betty Custer  
	 & J. Corkey Custer 
Cheryl Daniels 
Walter & Londa Dewey 
Patricia & David Dickerson 
Michael Drilias 
Lisa Dykstra 
Stuart & Marsha Dymzarov 
Louise Eberle 
Mike & Karen Eberle 
Mary Jo Elert 
Adam Erdmann 
Lynne Faulkner 
Hildy Feen 
Anne-Marie Fink & Brian Wu 
Emily Fletcher  
	 & Umberto Stefanini 
Cory Forgas & Sarah 
Balderstone 
Bill & Janice Gavinski 
John Greist & Georgia Greist 
Elisa & Jake Guenthner 
Michelle & Aric Hall 
Jessica & Aaron Hamill 
Anette Hansen  
	 & Andrew Rubin 
Erik Hehrmann 
Doug & Kathy Johnson 
Maryl Johnson 
Lee & Rosemary Jones 

Throw a party just as playful as you! 
From intimate weddings in our lush rooftop garden to blow-out parties 
for hundreds of your employees, the museum is perfect for any event 
seeking fun, whimsy, and chickens. 

Now booking!  Celebrate@MadisonChildrensMuseum.org

photo: Amanda Red

Fiscal Year 2023 Donors
Madison Children’s Museum relies on gifts and sponsorships from our generous donors. Those gifts supported  
another year of playing, laughing, and learning. Donors are listed according to their total monetary and in-kind 
donations received between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy  
of this list. If you believe an error has been made, please contact our development team at (608) 256-6445 or at  
give@madisonchildrensmuseum.org. 
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Nicole Judnic 
Robert Kane 
Valerie & Andreas Kazamias 
Rachel  
	 & Michael Klabacka-Williams 
Kim Knorr & Steven Schulze 
Lily & Scott Kramer 
John Laws 
James Leinweber 
Jenni Lien 
Efrat Livny & Ken Baun 
Janet & Jay Loewi 
Joan Lundin 
Jeanette Marquess  
	 & Steven Books 
Jeanne Marquis 
Dean Martin 
Brian & Rebecca Mayhew 
Sharon & Robert McCullough 
Laura & Andrew McGuire 
Diane Merrick 
Kathy Michaelis 
Paul & Judith Moriarty 
James Newton 
Carly Norgord 
Daniel J. O’Brien 
A. Paul Olsen 
Breyona Penn 
Kristin Pille 
Glen Reichelderfer 
Rebecca Rice 
Allison & John Riendeau 
Jessica & Randal Rock 
Elizabeth Rogers 
Kristy Rogers  
	 & Margaret Proulx 
Bruce Rosen & Diane Seder 
Martha Ann Rossini 
Nancy Royal 
Barb Sanford 
Anne & Daniel Saracino 
Ashley & Matt Schaefer 
Peter Scharf 
Anna Schlecht 
Rich & Heather Schneider 
Elizabeth Schrimpf  
	 & HJ Waukau 
Katie Schwantes  
	 & John Stamm 
Debra Shapiro 
Heidi & Dan Silvers 

Amanda Simmons 
Gail Simpson  
	 & Aris Georgiades 
Matthew Sinclair 
Matthew Smith 
Florian & Louise Smoczynski 
Kay Stevens 
Anna Strand  
	 & Nathan DauSchmidt 
Darrell & Annie Stroud 
Sharon Strumbras 
Robert Summerbell  
	 & Laura Zirngible 
Anita Temple 
Ei Terasawa Grilley 
Gerald & Priscilla Thain 
Victor Thomas 
Guy Thorvaldsen 
Emily Tveite & Paul Tveite 
Stan & Jan Tymorek 
Michael Verveer 
Mable & David Voelker 
Ellis & Katie Waller 
Nathan Wilke 
Lisa Williams  
	 & Edward Hubbard 
Bob & Elsie Wilson 
Mitchell & Roslyn Wise 
Barbara Wolfe 
Brenda Wright 
Dustin & Sierra Young 
Herbert & Alice Zarov 
LeeAnn & Ben Ziegler 
Janis Zimmermann 
Four Anonymous 	  
	 Households 
 
We also thank 229 
households for their 
contributions of less  
than $50. 

ORGANIZATIONAL 
DONORS 
$100,000 & Above 

$50,000 – $99,999
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W. Jerome Frautschi 	  
	 Foundation 
$25,000 – $49,999 

$10,000 – $24,999 

$5,000 – $9,999 
Evjue Foundation  
	 Great Performance 		
	 Endowment Fund 

Walter A. and Dorothy J. 	  
	 Frautschi Charitable Unitrust 
Walter and Dorothy Jones 	
	 Frautschi Fund

$2,500 – $4,999 
Dane Arts 
Dane County Department of 	
	 Waste and Renewables 
John J. Frautschi  
	 Family Foundation 
Madison Arts Commission 
Perkins Coie LLP 
Steve Stricker American Family 	
	 Insurance Foundation 
Urban Land Interests 
Willy Street Co-op 
Wisconsin P.E.O. Sisterhood 	
	 Sarah Shinn Marshall  
	 H.E.L.P. Fund  
$1,000 – $2,499 
Bayside Fund 
BioForward Wisconsin 
Capital Times Kids Fund  
CI Pediatric Therapy Centers
Constant Sol 
Cummings Christensen  
	 Family Foundation 
Madison South  
	 Rotary Foundation 
National Guardian Life 		
	 Insurance Company 
Steinhauer Charitable Trust 
Thomas S. Kemp Foundation 
West Bend Mutual  
	 Insurance Company  
Up to $999 
Amazon Smile 
Annie’s Heirloom Seeds 
Bradley Family Fund 
Chalmers Jewlers 
Dwight Foster Public Library
Fiskars Brands, Inc. 
Mary R. Zerfass Charitable  
	 Gift Fund 
P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter BL 
 

TRIBUTES 
Madison Children’s Museum gratefully 
acknowledges the following donors for their 
contributions honoring family and friends. Gifts were 
received between July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023.

In honor of  
Truly R. Loon 
Linda Alanen 
Dennis Appleton  
	 & Jennifer Buxton 
Stuart Bass 
Rosy Bayuk 
Diane Coccari 
Alex Devaux 
Patricia  
	 & David Dickerson 
Marilyn T. Duguid  
	 & Douglas Davis 
Meri Rose Ekberg 
Gail Anderson Elsass  
	 & Daniel Elsass 
Hildy Feen 
Anette Hansen  
	 & Andrew Rubin 
Twink Jan 
Doug & Kathy Johnson 
Karen Kiener 
Michael Klinzing 
Ansley & Fred Knoch 
Eugenia Lerum 
Amy Miller 
James Newton 
David Post 
Glen Reichelderfer 
Willa Schlecht 
Anna Schlecht 
Leslie Schroeder 
Debra Shapiro 
Matthew Smith 
Robert Summerbell  
	 & Laura Zirngible 
Victor Thomas 
Guy Thorvaldsen 
Tracie Tudor 
Alex Wood  
	 & Nosheen Ajmal 
Joey Zarda 
An Anonymous Friend

In honor of  
Paulo Moledo 
Helen Brausen

In memory of  
Carolyn Anderson 
Steven & Kathy Annen 
Kenneth & Carol Connor 
Jeri & John Conway 
Betty Custer  
	 & J. Corkey Custer 
Lori Elmer 
Joan A. Lundin 
Jeanne Marquis 
Laurel A. Peterson 
Diane M. Presley 
Nancy J. Royal 
John & Jacqui Shanda 
Stephen H. Sprague 
Kay E. Stevens 
In memory of  
Anne Bolz 
Ron & Kris Berman 
Jane T. Coleman 
Mike & Karen Eberle 
Louise Eberle 
Vivien A. Hudig 
Skip McCallum 
Barbara Pope

In memory of  
Marilyn J. Martin 
Jacqueline  
	 & James Hickey 
Karen Miller 
Paul & Judith Moriarty 
Martha Ann Rossini 
An Anonymous Friend 

In memory of  
Brett M. Wise 
Mitchell & Roslyn Wise 
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VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to our volunteers! Volunteers play a crucial role in supporting museum operations. Whether they were 
welcoming visitors, watering and weeding our gardens, or helping to make our final American Girl Benefit Sale a 
success, they all contributed to a successful and memorable year at the museum. Individuals listed volunteered 
between September 1, 2022 and August 31, 2023. 

Wendy Ahl 
Aadil Ahmad 
River Alaqidy 
Barbara Allen 
Priyasri Anandan 
Pat Anderson 
Jean Antonovich 
Evelyn Arnold 
Phyllis Bacon 
Emily Badger 
Connie Bakker 
Arianna Barajas 
Holly Becker 
Ashley Bedtka 
Amy Bexson 
Shay Billings 
Jacob Bishop 
Sharon Bormett 
Brie Bradshaw 
Barbara Brand 
Douglas Brand 
Eleanor Brinsko 
Julie Brockman 
Morgan Brooks 
Carol Brown 
Carol Brumm 
Olivia Bryan 
Jane Buchman 
Lily Busher 
Janet Canty 
Katherine Cartwright 
Naitzu Cheng 
Marissa Cheslock 
Soyeon Choi 
Mia Christenson 
Chanhyung Chung 
Alice Cockroft 
Jackson Cramer 
Bianca Czeslawski 
Amy Davis 
Stephanie Davis 
Makaya Dean 
Meghan DeBot 
Miranda DeBot 

Zosia Dedie 
Sandy Denny 
Pujal Desai 
Rachel Dimeo 
Stephanie Doll 
Maya Drumm 
Nola DuPuis 
Brenda Edwards 
Peggy Egstad 
Timaree Eithun 
Yasmeen A. Elhassan 
Betty Enters 
Emma Everitt 
Lynn Fahey 
Heather Fairbanks 
Karen Felder 
Penelope Felder 
McKenzie Fitzpatrick 
Laura Flucke 
Jane Foscato 
Alexandria Fox 
Carmen Franseen 
Kary Friedenauer 
Marilyn Fuller 
Kevin Gaenslen 
Cammi Ganshert 
Tara Garry 
Christine Gauder 
Janet George 
Kelly Gill 
Si Gilmore 
Diane Godec 
Nicole Golownia 
Heather Gonzagowski 
Neil Graupner 
Collin Griffin 
Emily Grimes 
Jan Grosse 
Muhamed Gueye 
Seeba Gupta 
Zoe Halstead 
Mona Hanna 
Gloria Hanson 
Anne Harding 

Catherine Harris 
Fayth Harrrison 
Adelia Hasselgren 
Benjamin Hauch 
Brandon Haughey 
Diana Haverberg 
John Haverberg 
Joyce Hemphill 
Alice Hendrickson 
Sarah Henke 
Brianna Hoey 
Lori Holmes 
Nellie Holmes 
Laurie Holmquist 
Rebecca Horrow 
Shu-chun Hsu 
Aisha Hussein 
Eisa Hussein 
Maryam Hussein 
Sadia Hussein 
Sophia Hussein 
Jacob Hutchinson 
Geri Ikelheimer 
Kathy Ikeman 
Heidi Iles 
Roxann Jensen 
Lisa Johnson 
Joy Jones 
Mary Juckem 
Ka Lok O 
Akshay Kalra 
R. Kay Kastor 
Sofia Kedros 
William Kelly 
Sadie Kerns 
Vang Khang 
Mina Kianovsky 
Kim Kindschi 
Victoria Kindschi 
Mathias Kingslien 
Deborah Klang 
Diana Klang 
Barbara Klein 
Gretchen Klug 

Katherine Koehler 
Sydney Kolstad 
Patricia Konrad 
Christina Kosta 
Audrey Krahn 
Suzanne Kumlien 
Shu-Han Kuo 
Madison La Crosse 
Ava Lanczy 
Carol Land 
Lila Larson 
Taylor Lauzon 
Karole Leadholm 
Juhee Lee 
Shayna Leeds 
Linda Leggett 
Sandra Levin 
Mary Lynn Liegel 
Ethan Lin 
Yun Chen Lu 
Geneva Martin 
McCabe Martin 
Susan Martin 
Darby Martinez 
Rebecca Mataya 
Sue McFarland 
Abby Meyer 
Denise Miller 
Jakob Mills 
Joan Mitchell 
Sue Moll 
Naomi Monat 
Annette Montgomery 
Ava ViVi Moore
Samuel Moran 
Carrie Morgan 
Emily Nelson 
Sandi Nelson 
Ariel Niforatos 
Bridget Ninmann 
Kaitlyn Olsen 
Autumn Olson 
Breann Ouckama 
Sally Ouellette 
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Sue Parker 
Pooja Patel 
Barb Peer 
Jean Penshorn 
Samantha Perez 
Ella Peterson 
Taylor Peterson 
Joan Petzold 
Phyllis Pickarts 
Kari Poppen 
Tessa Poppen 
Katie Porubcan 
Shari Pressentin 
Carol Pruess 
Cheryl Puls 
Jane Qualle 
Alissa Quinlan 
Barbara Redmond 
Mary Ann Rehberg 
Jacquelyn Rich 
Wendi Rieser 
Raymond L. Roberts 
Kathy Rockers 
Mia Rodriguez 
Bernie Rongstad 
Ruth Roquitte 
Hannah Roskopf 
Sandra Rupnow 
Anna Rusk 
Kieran Russell-Berry 
Sophia Sahota 
Emma Salzwedel 
Jamie Sauer 
Curtis Schaefer 
Dorothy Schappel 
Diane Scorgie 
Karen Seibel 
Abby Seltzer 
Max Shafer-Landau 
Neha Shaji 
Alice Shuman-Johnson 
Mark Siebert 
Stacey Simatic 
Cheryl Simer 
Alcy Sivyer 
Shonda Skelton 
Kathy Skiborski 
Ethan Slafsky 
Pam Smestad 

Jennie Smith 
Emma Speck-Wayne 
Nancy Standridge 
Joanne Stark 
Sue Stater 
Eileen Statz 
Esther Stephens 
Judy Stevenson 
Eleanor Stoa 
Aeryn Streiffer 
Mary Stuiber 
Shannon Sudeth 
Gail Sulla 
Joan Sullivan 
Elkin Thao 
Alexis Thompson 
Gordon Thompson 
Ben Tirtawiguna 
Stacy Tran 
Maxwell Underhill 
Germaine Utter 
Pam Van Ryzin 
Amudha Varshini Kamaraj 
Kate Veri 
Gaida Vickerman 
Carol Viviani 
Teresa Vodak 
Sue Wagenaar 
Victoria Walker 
Mary Walsh 
Carol Weber 
Lydia Weber 
Cameron Welsh 
Alayna Westenberg 
Susan Wettstein 
Trystan Widjaja 
Coe Williams 
Claire Wisniewski 
Chelsea Woodman 
Valerie Wyman 
Peggy York 
Patti Youra 
Shimin Zhao 
Natalie Ziehr 



Lose yourself in the museum.  
Find your creativity in print.

608.271.6544 
info@americanprintingco.com 
americanprintingco.com

We're proud to partner with Madison Children's Museum, 
where creativity flows.
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