


“For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering
and continuing to minister to the holy ones." — Hebrews 6:10

Clara Dean Jones was born on December 4, 1935. She was the firstborn of Johnnie Mae and Sanford Fleming.

Remembering Troy, Alabama - 1935

“Troy was a small, quiet place where days began with the sound of roosters and ended with the soft hum of cicadas. As a child, the
world felt simple, even when life was hard. Red dirt roads stained my shoes, and cotton fields stretched farther than I could ever
imagine they could go. In the summer, the air was thick and warm, and time seemed to move slowly, as if the town itself was
resting,”

Mill Valley, California - Early 1950s

“Leaving Alabama for California was not easy for my family. The journey west was long and tiring, filled with uncertamty—but
also with hopc fora bcttcr life. In those days, California felt like another world compared to the South. We settled in Marin
Il County, and I was able to finish high school at Tamalpais High School.”

Meeting Robert

Clara often spoke of the day she met Robert Jones, a young soldier who had just returned
home from the Korean War. He carried himself with quiet confidence, shaped by places
far from home, yet he was gentle in his manner and respectful in his words. He was the

" kind of man who listened before he spoke and treated everyone with dignity. They were
married on January 28, 1953, in San Rafael, California.

Our Lives Changed - 1957

In 1957, Clara was approached by a very kind woman who spoke to her about the Bible
and introduced her to the true God, whose name she learned was Jehovah. When she
entered the Kingdom Hall for the first time, she was warmly greeted by people she did
not know, yet who welcomed her as if she truly belonged. Their kindness felt genuine and
unforced, leaving a lasting impression on her. She later shared these experiences with her
husband, and within that same year, in 1957, they both began their lifelong journey of

serving Jehovah.
Family, Service, and Growth - 1958 to 1979

Mill Valley was an excellent place for spiritual growth for Clara and her family. The children especially benefited from sharing in
the ministry. Clara had fond memories of her children's formative years. She recalled fondly: “The congregation loved to spend time
with all the children in full days in the ministry.” Eventually, they went to serve where there was a greater need in San Francisco.
Clara had a strong desire to be a regular pioneer, as full-time ministers of Jehovah’s Witnesses are called. She recalled wondering
how she could meet the then 100-hour-per-month requirement with children still at home. The family gathered, and each child

explained how they would help. This opened the opportunity for her to start in full-time service. Later, her husband, Robert,
followed.

Robert & Clara

A Lifetime Dream Fulfilled - 1980
Robert and Clara were invited to serve in the Circuit Work. They served for over 34 years in what Clara called a dream come true in
several states, including Michigan, Illinois, Maryland, Wisconsin, Virginia, and California.
My Joy
"To have a wonderful husband who was kind and always ready to share Godly wisdom. We lived to see the progress of my son in the
missionary service with his wife. We even went on vacation to see them in Sierra Leone and later in the Dominican Republic. Never

could I have imagined that for over 43 years, they endured and enjoyed helping people to come to know Jehovah. I thank Jehovah
for my children and other extended family who made the best decision ever to serve our loving creator, Jehovah God.
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"Her love for Jehovah and wanting to always please him was evident by her many audible prayers. For example, it
touched my heart to hear her say, ‘Please give me the strength to make it easier for my family to care for me.’ It was
for this reason that caring for her was not a burden but a pleasure."

"Brother and Sister Jones became part of our family, and what a pleasant privilege. Miss Clara, as I would call her,

when any of us, including brother Jones, went to the South in our thinking. It was a look, a short, pithy statement

like, ‘I think we should focus on our own affairs. We have all helped, so let's just wait for the result.’ It was amazing
how she could freeze us with just a word or a look when things seemed to be spinning in the wrong direction.”

"Mom was always warm and kind and one step ahead of us. I have fond memories of her using her musical talent
to encourage the boys to learn the violin and string bass. This led me to love music as well and to take piano lessons.
Most important was the theocratic example set that led to five in the family serving as regular pioneers at the same
time."
"Mom was able to use her many years of serving Jehovah to help others come to know him. She taught me to be
kind to others, even if they did not appear to appreciate it. When pressure mounts, that's when you rely on Jehovah,
remain calm, and wait for his help. In the missionary service, this sustained my wife and me when we served for
many years with others."

"What an elegant and kind person. She was a mother to me, a sister, and in special times a best, lifelong friend.
Clara was always organized and made time to help my family over many years when there was a need."

"The home of the Jones family had room for guests for meals. During our closing hours, she reflected daily and
talked about her family. For instance, we always had our family Watchtower on Saturday afternoons. It was also a
time when different single sisters would join me in preparing a nice meal and join us for the family study.”

Clara’s generosity and excellent spiritual encouragement were abundant. Her friends and family never parted from
her without hearing, “Do you need anything? Are you sure everything is ok for you? How can I help?” The above
quoted scripture at Hebrews 6:10 describes how we, and most importantly, her God Jehovah, feel about her years
of hard work in service to Him.

.
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