


Lesson 1: 
What Christians Believe (Part 1)

Lesson 2: 
What Christians Believe (Part 2)

Lesson 3: 
Common Misconceptions

Lesson 4: 
What Does It Mean to Become a Christian?



3

LESSON ONE

What Christians believe... 

PART 1

About God

There is just one.

He is the creator, sustainer and ruler of the universe.

In the
beginning,

God created
the heavens

and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1, NLT)

He is infinite in all perfections.

He exists in a Trinity.

<< He is infinitely perfect, loving, wise, powerful, present... >>

<< Father, son & Holy spirit >>

What Christians Believe 



We were made in God's image.

We rebelled against God.

We need to be saved.

What Christians believe... 

About People

<< disobedience is called "sin." >>

The good news is that God has done something
about this separation. His name is Jesus.
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To His divinity, He added humanity. 

Jesus is God.

Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into Heaven.

For this is how
God loved the

world: He gave
His one and

only Son.
(John 3:16, NLT)

What Christians believe... 

About Jesus

<< even though human, he did not sin. >>

He will return.
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It is received through repentance and faith.

God saved you
by His grace when
you believed. And

you can't take
credit for this; it is

a gift from God.
(Ephesians 2:8, NLT)

What Christians Believe 
LESSON TWO

PART 2

Salvation is a gift of mercy and grace from God.

What Christians believe... 

About Salvation

<< mercy: not getting what you deserve; grace: getting what you don't. >>

salvation is not about what you do. it is about
what god has done.

<< repentance: turning toward God. 
<< faith: trusting what god has done for us.
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He is present within followers of Jesus.

He gifts us for a purpose. 

For we know
how dearly God

loves us, because
He has given us the

Holy Spirit to fill
our hearts with

His love.
(Romans 5:5, NLT)

The Holy Spirit is God.

What Christians believe... 

About the Holy Spirit

<< he is a person, not an impersonal "it" or force. >>

He makes people aware of their need for Jesus.

a spiritual gift is a supernatural capacity to
develop an ability... the purpose of these gifts is

to serve others.
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It was written by God through people.

It is God's revelation to us.

It is truthful and authoritative.

All Scripture is
inspired by God

and useful to teach
us what is true and

make us realize
what is wrong In

our lives...
(2 Timothy 3:16, NLT)

What Christians believe... 

About the Bible

<< no other writing is equally inspired. >>

The Bible is relevant and guides Christians in how to live their everyday lives.

the bible is where we come to know who god is
and what he has done for us. it's where we learn

what it means to be in relationship with him.
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The Church is led by pastors and other supportive leaders.

While
knowledge

makes us feel
important, it is

love that
strengthens

the church.
(1 Cor. 8:1, NLT)

Relationship with Jesus implies relationship with His people.

What Christians believe... 

About the Church

<< christian community is essential to the christian life. >>

Scripture instructs the Church in specific ways. 

the church is how god reaches the world with
the message of jesus.
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Common Misconceptions
LESSON THREE

"it doesn't matter what i believe as long
as i'm sincere."

AKA salvation by sincerity. The truth: we can be sincerely wrong.

"i lead a good life."

AKA salvation by subtraction. The truth: you can't ever be good enough.

"my mom was a christian, so..."

AKA salvation by heritage. The truth: each person must individually say "yes" to God.
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"i was baptized."

AKA salvation by ritual. The truth: baptism comes after salvation.

"i go to church."

AKA salvation by attendance. The truth: going to church doesn't make
you a Christian.

"i live a lot better than other
people."

AKA salvation by comparison. The truth: God's standard is perfection.

"there are many roads to
heaven."

The truth: the world religions contradict each other in fundamental
ways.
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What does it mean to
become a christian?

LESSON FOUR

God made us to enjoy a personal relationship with Him.

our purpose:

We rebelled against God, and the consequence of our sin is separation from God.

our problem:

God sent Jesus to take upon Himself the consequences of our sin so that our
relationship with God could be restored.

the plan:

God wants to lead us into a lifelong relationship with Him. 

the path:
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What Does God Want Me to Do?

Your sins are forgiven once and for all.
You are adopted into God's family.
God gives you His Holy Spirit.

If you openly
declare that Jesus is

Lord and believe in
your heart that God

raised him from the
dead, you will

be saved.
(Romans 10:9, NLT)

Admit

<< come clean before god about your sin. >>

Believe

<< profess your belief in jesus' sacrifice for you. >>

Accept

<< accept his free gift of grace. >>

Ask

<< ask jesus to be your savior and leader. >>

if you commit your life to christ...
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Keep asking questions.

Find a way to get involved in
Christian community. 

Suggested Next Steps:

Start reading the book
of Matthew.

Pray. Tell God your
doubts, and ask Him to
show Himself to you.

Take the "After I Believe" on-demand class
through the Meck Institute.

Recommended resources

"Christianity for People Who Aren't Christians" by James Emery White
"Mere Christianity" by C.S. Lewis
"The Reason for God" by Timothy Keller
"The Case for Christ" or "The Case for a Creator" by Lee Strobel
"The Ragamuffin Gospel" by Brennan Manning
Meck Message Series: "Astrophysics for People Who Are Open to God" and "Why
Believe?" 

Exploring christianity

"Knowing God" by J.I. Packer
"The Jesus I Never Knew" by Philip Yancey
"The Knowledge of the Holy" by A.W. Tozer
"The Holy Spirit" by Billy Graham
Meck Message Series: "God of the Broken" and "Jesus: Raw and Unfiltered"

Learning about God
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