
1 
 

 Stepping Stones 
 

July and August 2022 

 
EPPING METHODIST CHURCH 

EPPING UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
NORTH WEALD METHODIST CHURCH 
ONGAR UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 
 

Minister 
Revd Cecil White 

cewhaebea@gmail.com 
07483147441 

Rest day Monday 
 

  



2 
 

From the Minister 

Endings can be creative and thankful moments, but they can also be hard with 
concealed feelings of disappointment and regret. However, as I conclude my time 
with you I have a thankful heart as I recall God’s goodness. Thank you for the privilege 
and the honour of being your Minister.  

As I leave I am reminded of the times when I have come alongside you; on occasions 
of loss or illness, and at times of celebration and joy. Thank you for letting me 
accompany you in those holy moments. It is likely, though, that I haven’t met 
everyone’s expectations, but I hope you will remember the ministry I offered as one 
that expressed God’s love and encouragement especially as you now journey on. I 
hope I have encouraged you in the Faith and that that has strengthened you in your 
resolve to remain true to Christ.  

Thank you for the respect, love and support you have shown me and my family. I 
ask forgiveness for any mistakes I may have made.  

As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned. Thank you for encouraging me and 
aiding my growth as a Christian leader. I cherish the memories you have afforded me 
and I will remember you with affection in my prayers.  
 

Praise and Thanksgiving!  

PLEASE NOTE that there will be no morning worship in any of our churches on 
Sunday 31st  July. This is because we are uniting together at Cecil’s final service on that 
afternoon at 2.30pm to mark the closure of Epping Methodist Church. The service will 
be conducted jointly by Cecil and Blair in their capacities as the Area Co-Chairs. Cecil will 
preach.  

Following the service everyone is invited to the serving of refreshments. Along with the 
Area family of churches, it will be a final opportunity to say ‘goodbye’ to Cecil and 
Samantha.  
 

Minister’s holidays  

Cecil will be on leave from Monday 11 to Sunday 24 July. He concludes his active ministry 
in HAEBEA on 31st July following the Area Service, which marks the closure of Epping 
Methodist Church (see above).  
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Pastoral care during the Vacancy  

With the vacancy created by Cecil’s departure, all churches are asked to look to their 
Elders or Stewards/Pastoral Visitors as the first port of call in times of pastoral 
necessity. Please remember that for ministerial support for funerals, etc, communication 
can be made with the HAEBEA ministers:  

For Methodist Church enquiries please contact the Superintendent Minister, Revd 
Blair Kirkby 01279 443400 bkirkby@msn.com  

For United Reformed Church enquiries please contact Revd Ernest Bossé 01920 
461466 ernestbosse250@gmail.com  

Pastoral care whilst in hospital can be received via the respective chaplaincy services. 
So, if you wish for someone to receive a visit in hospital from the Chaplain please call:  

Princess Alexandra Hospital  
01279 973407/3183 and ask for the Chaplaincy  
or Email paht.chaplaincy@nhs.net  

St Margaret’s Hospital  
01992 561666 and ask for the Chaplaincy or email the Princess Alexandra as above 
stating that your enquiry relates to chaplaincy at St Margaret’s Hospital.  
 

What is HAEBEA?  

It’s the Hertfordshire and Essex Border Ecumenical Area.  

HAEBEA was formed through the coming together of the Lea Valley North Methodist 
Circuit and the West Essex United Area on September 1st 2006.  
There are currently 13 places of worship in a variety of buildings with various congregation 
sizes and styles of worship. Through its website (https://www.haebea.org/) you can find 
when churches are open and what happens within them. There is also information about 
HAEBEA and what happens within it and the staff and office holders who keep it running.  
Follow us on Facebook! 
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Epping Methodist Church 

Women’s Fellowship continues to flourish. Last month we attended the Easter Offering 
service at North Weald Methodist Church with attendees from St Andrews, Hertford, 
Hoddesdon and Waltham Cross with Cecil helping to lead the Service. Many thanks to 
North Weald for the providing tea. Last week we held a poetry afternoon when we all read 
some of our favourite poems. We have two more meetings, a members afternoon and our 
final meeting will be a farewell tea. Many thanks to all our ladies for their support. 

Our final coffee morning will be on Saturday 2nd July from 10-12pm.  

This will be our final report before the Church closes on the 31st July. It will be a sad day 

for us all. Thankyou to everyone who has supported our church over the last hundred 

years and we look forward to seeing you all on the 31st July at 2.30pm 

 

Epping United Reformed Church 

Coffee Mornings 

Please come and join others on the first Saturday of each month for coffee, tea, cake and 
company at Epping United Reformed Church, commencing on Saturday, September 3rd 
at 10am. Please put the date in your diary. You will be very welcome. 
 
Toddler Group 
The toddler group will finish at the end of term with a summer celebration and a special 
service in the sanctuary when we will be saying goodbye to the families who are leaving. 
During the summer term our activities have been focusing on mini beasts to tie in with 
the church’s eco garden, bug hotel and open garden.  
 
Anniversary Service 
We had a wonderful service at the end of June to mark 397 years of non-conformist 
worship on this site! Also 50 years of the United Reformed Church, and a moving liturgy 
to mark the end of Cecil’s ministry with us. We also enjoyed coffee and cake together 
after the service. During the service Noah and Esther made a lovely poster celebrating 
the anniversaries. 
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Birthdays wishes to Lindsey, Tim, Claire, Lyndon and Matt who all celebrate birthdays 

over the summer. 

 

Ongar United Reformed Church 

Our Annual Church Meeting will be held on Saturday, 2nd July, and it will give us a time to 
reflect on the future of this Church when Cecil leaves us.  He will explain what will be 
happening in coming months at the meeting.  The Elders will have to produce a pastorate 
profile to be seen by any minister who is interested in leading our church and others in 
the Area, but this cannot be compiled until we are more sure of which churches will be 
included in the pastorate, following on from the closure of Epping Methodist Church, and 
the closure in October of North Weald Methodist Church. 
 
It does, however, give us all an opportunity to pray and reflect on where we see this 
church going in the future.  Questions we should be asking ourselves are:- 
 
 

• What do we value in our church today?  
• Where do we see this church being in 3 or 5 years’ time? 
• Do we need to change our forms of worship? 
• Should we change our time of worship? 
• How can we attract people to join us and then keep them?   
• What can we personally do to make these dreams come true? 

 
It may seem a little early to many of you to begin thinking of these questions, but they 
are important ones for the future of this church.  I will be happy to talk over any queries 
you might have or take notes of any ideas you may come up with, which will be of help to 
the Elders once we have to prepare the profile.  We all want this church to continue its 
worship and service to the community, so let’s make it happen with God’s help through 
prayer. 
 
Twinkles 
We continue to welcome new people to Twinkles every week although due to the age of 
the children they are often not able to come every week.  Our mornings do provide an 
opportunity for conversation with others which is so valuable to many new mums (and 
grans!). We are now entering the last few Thursdays before the school summer holidays 
and will finish on 14th July with our popular teddy bears’ picnic, when we sing songs 
about teddy bears and invite teddy bears to come along (with their children of 
course!).   Due to the age of the children who started with us from September we do not 
expect to lose many to nursery or school and will look forward to welcoming them all 
back after a welcome (for the helpers!) break. 
 
Open House 
Open House continues to be a popular meeting place for friends to meet and share news 
over a cup of coffee or tea.  Whenever somebody has a birthday we celebrate with cake, 
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which seems to happen quite often! We continue to have a charity table each week and 
have raised £77.00 for Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. Our next charity fund raise will be 
for RNLI. Donations are always appreciated for our Charity Table. During the last few 
weeks we have enjoyed buying seedlings which people have donated from their own 
gardens. I am pleased to say some of my purchases are now thriving in my garden. 
There is time for Meditation in the Church from 12-12.15 
Pam 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Friday 22nd July 7.00 for 7.30pm Talk here on the Taylor family  
(Maids of Ongar) £7.OO per ticket from Sandra. 
 
We would like to send birthday wishes to those having a birthday during July. 
 

Herts and Essex Border Ecumenical Area 

Upcoming Events 

Saturday 9th July 2022 
Hoddesdon Methodist Church 
First Aid Awareness: 10am - 1pm 
Health & Safety Awareness: 1.30pm - 3.30pm 
To book a place (Free!) email: haebeaoffice@gmail.com 
  
Sunday 10th July, 4.00 pm 
St Andrew’s Methodist Church 
You are invited to join us for the Admission Service of Mrs Efua Sey Koi-Larbi and Mr 
Ruzive Mhiribidi to the office of Local Preacher. All are welcome! 
 
Sunday 10th July, 2pm-5pm 
Leaside Church, Ware 
Please come and join us for a Strawberry Tea. Everyone welcome, all proceeds to church 
funds. 
  
Sunday 24th July, 4.00 pm 
You are invited to join us for a ‘Messy Church’ Farewell Service for Revd Debbie Hodgson 
at Hertford Methodist Church. All are welcome! 
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Epping Chorus 

50th Anniversary Summer Concert 
Saturday 9th July at 7:30pm at St John’s Church, Epping 
Includes Vivaldi, Handel, Faure, Rutter, Bruckner, Mozart and Viadana 
The concert will be followed by a small reception as part of the celebration. 
Free Admission 
Programmes: £2.50 
Retiring collection in aid of choir funds 
 
 

Refugee Week 
Refugee Week took place on 20-26 June this year, with the theme of ‘Healing’, celebrating 
community, mutual care and the human ability to start again. At a time when the rhetoric 
and action around asylum seekers and refugees in the UK is so damaging, it’s an 
opportunity to focus on the hope we have for a society healed of injustice. Read more 
about some of the actions which marked the week and what we as individuals can do here: 
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/refugeeweek/.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/refugeeweek/
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Pray Like Hannah 
URC Children, a new umbrella for children aged 0 to 12-years-

old connected with the United Reformed Church (URC), is 

being launched in July through a new prayer initiative. 

All are invited to ‘Pray like Hannah’ across the month of July 

for children. Children have always been important to the life 

of the URC, and as we celebrate our 50th anniversary it 

seems timely to renew this commitment formally. URC Children will seek to provide the 

support, resourcing, participation, and voice for children within the URC, and those who 

work with them. It will do this in different, age-appropriate ways, and seeks to help the 

Church be more child-led in all areas. 

The story of Hannah is found in 1 Samuel. Hannah is the wife of Elkanah who is unable to 

bear a child. In her culture this was a terrible thing – a curse, and seen to be the 

judgement of God. Children were vital to secure the future of the family, the tribe and 

the nation. 

It is desperation that drives Hannah to prayer. Her prayer is so passionate that Eli thinks 

she is drunk! Hannah prayed with devotion, fervour, intensity. So, the first invitation is to 

pray passionately for children to know they are part of God’s family. It’s as simple as that. 

It is borne out of a deep longing and love for children and a sense of loss that they are 

absent from our midst. 

 

Prayer 

Listening God, 

you hear us when we pour out our souls before you; 

hear our prayer for all your children. 

Give us faith like Hannah, 

to pray to you for the life of our church 

that we may be a place and a people 

where your children are present, welcomed and valued. 

Prepare us to hear you through them 

and to be led by children closer to you. 

Meet us in our prayers, in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 

Read more about Pray like Hannah here: https://urc.org.uk/month-long-prayer-initiative-

to-launch-urc-children/ 

 

https://urc.org.uk/month-long-prayer-initiative-to-launch-urc-children/
https://urc.org.uk/month-long-prayer-initiative-to-launch-urc-children/

