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World Soil Day (5 December)

This international day to celebrate soil
was recommended by the International
Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) in 2002.
In June 2013, the FAO supported its
establishment on a global platform. In
December 2013, the UN General
Assembly designated 5 December 2014
as the first official World Soil Day. The
theme for 2024 is "Caring for Soils" to
recognize that soil needs proper care
to perform its vital functions in an
ecosystem.

It aims to: raise awareness in order to
increase public understanding of the
importance of soil health and
encourage policies that support soil
conservation and sustainable land
management. It is aimed also at
fostering  collaboration: among
governments and other organizations
to protect and restore soil health.

Some of the roles of healthy soils are :
nutrient cycling, (to reduce the need
for supplemental nutrients), protection
of biodiversity (bacteria, fungi,
insects, and other microorganisms),
natural water filtration and storage, air

Caring for soils

Measure, monitor, manage.

5 December 2024 Q

quality maintenance, prevention of
groundwater contamination, organic
matter decomposition and support for
healthy crops, strong buildings, and
durable roads.

Healthy soil can capture and store
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere,
helping to mitigate climate change. It
prevents erosion by maintaining
structure and organic matter, combat
desertification and soil degradation,
ensuring  long-term  agricultural
productivity. Ensuring soil health
leads to the production of safe and
nutritious food.

(By — Ransher Raj Singh)
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Sikhs Must Shape - Not be Sahaped by Al

Dr. Sardar Devinder Pal Singh, Missisauga (Canada)

Artificial Intelligence (Al) stands at
the forefront of the rapidly evolving
technology

landscape, offering

unprecedented  opportunities  and
challenges. For communities such as
the Sikhs, who have a rich cultural and
spiritual heritage, it 1s crucial to
recognize the potential of Al to
empower and enhance their values,
beliefs, and practices. Instead of being
shaped by Al, they should actively
shape Al to reflect their principles,
ethics, and aspirations, fostering a

sense of hope and optimism.

The Influence of AI on Society

Al 1is increasingly integrated into
various aspects of daily life, from
social media algorithms that curate our
information feeds to advanced systems
in healthcare and education. This
technology can influence how
communities perceive themselves and

interact with the world.

For Sikhs who wuphold values of
equality, justice, and compassion, the
risk of biased Al or ethical dilemmas is
concerning. If left unchecked, Al could
amplify stereotypes or distort the
narratives that define the Sikh
experience. Al systems are trained to
reflect historical biases and societal
norms. If these are not addressed, Al
could reinforce harmful stereotypes
about Sikhs and other marginalized
groups. For  example, facial
recognition  technology has its
inaccuracies in identifying individuals
of certain ethnic backgrounds, leading
to discriminatory practices in law

enforcement.
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Sikhs must actively fight for a more
equitable  representation in Al
development, ensuring that their
voices and experiences are heard in the

datasets that drive these systems.

Shaping AI with Sikh Values

To counteract these pitfalls, Sikhs
should recognize their responsibility
and actively participate in developing
and deploying Al technologies. This
can take many forms, including
educating community members about
Al, encouraging participation in
STEM
engineering, and mathematics) to align
with Sikh values.

(science, technology,

One of Sikhism's core tenets is Seva or
selfless service. This principle can
guide Sikhs in using Al for the greater
good, focusing on applications that
enhance community well-being and
social justice. For instance, Al could be
harnessed to improve access to
education for underprivileged children
or to create platforms that promote
interfaith dialogue and understanding.

By leading initiatives that prioritize
ethical considerations and community
impact, Sikhs can ensure that Al serves
humanity rather than the other way

around.

Ethical
Community Engagement

Frameworks and

Sikhs can contribute to the discourse
around ethical Al by establishing
frameworks that resonate with their
spiritual teachings. The concept of 1k
Onkar, the oneness of creation,
emphasizes the interconnectedness of
all life. This perspective can inform Al
development by fostering a sense of
responsibility among developers and

Uusers.

Engaging with Al developers and
policymakers can help ensure that the
of Al are
considered at every stage of its

ethical implications
creation. Sikhs can advocate for
transparency in Al  algorithms,
encouraging practices that make
systems accountable to the

communities they affect.
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By fostering partnerships with tech
companies, educational institutions,
and policymakers, Sikhs can promote
initiatives that reflect their values and
promote equity in technology.

A Call to Action

For shaping Al in a way that reflects
Sikh values, proactive engagement in
organizations, educational institutions,
and individuals must promote
awareness of Al's implications and the
need for ethical considerations in its
deployment. This may involve creating
workshops, seminars, and resources
that educate Sikhs about Al and its

potential impacts.

Moreover, Sikhs can encourage their
youth to pursue careers in technology
and Al, fostering a new generation of
leaders who will carry the principles of
equality, justice, and compassion into
the technological sphere. This
proactive approach will not only
empower the Sikh community but also
contribute to a broader societal
dialogue about the ethical use of

technology.

Conclusion

Sikhs must take a stand against the
passive acceptance of Al as a
determinant of their identity and
values. They should embrace the
opportunity to shape Al in ways that
align with their rich heritage and
ethical values and beliefs. By engaging
actively with technology, advocating
for justice and equity, and ensuring that
their voices are heard in the
development of Al, Sikhs can play a
pivotal role in guiding the future of this
transformative technology.

The challenge is significant, but so are
the opportunities for Sikhs to lead by
example and demonstrate the impact
of their values in the digital age.

pDecempb
O\(\\ S'/—e
e s,
Remembering Shaheedi of
Mata Gujri ji
and younger Sahibzaday in 1704 AD.

Baba Zorawar Singh ji
was 9-years old

Baba Fateh Singh ji

was 5-years old
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Information about Sri Guru granth Sahib

UHS 8. HI arg 9t Afow e ufos yaw | ofories Afog fea
Ae dfenr 37 ufad JiEt 3= A 2
e39:- Ht arg dtg Afog e ufos yawA H afories Afog fea
Ao dfenr 3T ufad et g ge #1 As
UHS 9. H aig dig Afog = ufaos yam H aferes Afog fer
AC dfenr 3T ufags™ u<es Hy o faasT nirfenr At 2
839:- HIT HIS™ U Il
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Ht 99 3@ Afog 7t & ugrEt Bdv fem
goleatHet nie & Urmg &d9 (UrfanAsTs) aargdt
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MOOL NANAK SHAHI DATES of GURPURABS
Mool Nanak Shahi Year starts from 1-53 March 14th, 1999.

This Calendar always has January 1st fall on 19-Poh.

Guru Gobind Singh’s Birthday (23 U3) will always be on January 5th

= yfg® Ua Hdld : 31 fest € @ 1-93 (14 H9w), 1-fera (14 »udw),
= 1-A% (15 HEY), 1-T7F (15 §6), 1-A=E (16 THE)

= 2E® H3 HAS @ 30 feast ® : 1-372° (16 »iaA3), 1- »iF (15 AS=E9),
1-33d (15 Ma3E9), 1-HWT (14 3999), 1-UT (14 THEI),
» 1-HW (13 As<d)), 1-gdrE (12 gd<dl)

=TT ¥ vl feT 4 AT gmiE fEx fos A9s o® “Blu =g~ ®
= (Common or Gregorian Era €far) 366 fes d=ar|

Gurpurabs, Festivals and other Events Nanakshahi | Gregorian

Guru Har Rai, The 7" Guru’s Gur-Gaddi Divas

1 Chet 14 Mar
Nanakshahi New Year Day

Guru Hargobind The 6" Guru’s Jyoti-Jot Divas 6 Chet 19 Mar

Birthday of Guru Nanak, The 1% Guru, and

1 Vaisakh 14 Apr
The Khalsa Sajna Divas (fermt)

Guru Angad , The 2™ Guru’s Jyoti-Jot Divas, 3 Vaisakh 16 Apr
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Har_Rai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chet_(month)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Hargobind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chet_(month)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Nanak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaisakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Angad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaisakh
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Gurpurabs, Festivals and other Events Nanakshahi | Gregorian

Guru Amar Das, The 3" Guru’s Gur-Gaddi Divas,
Guru Harkrishan , The 8" Guru’s Jyoti-Jot Divas
Guru Tegh Bahadur , The 9" Guru’s Gur-Gaddi Divas

Birth Day of Guru Angad, The 2" Guru

Birth Day of Guru Tegh Bahadur. The 9* Guru 5 Vaisakh 18 Apr

Birthday of Guru Arjan, The 5% Guru 19 Vaisakh | 2 May
Birthday of Guru Amar Das, The 3" Guru 9 Jeth 23 May
Guru Hargobind, The 6" Guru’s Gur-Gaddi Divas 28 Jeth 11 June
Guru Arjan, The 5 Guru’s Martyrdom Day 2 Harh 16 June

Foundation Day of Sri Akaal Takht Sahib 18 Harh 2 July

Birthday of Guru Hargobind, The 6" Guru 21 Harh 5 July
Miri-Piri is Established by Guru Hargobind 6 Sawan 21 July
Birthday of Guru Harkrishan, The 8" Guru 8 Sawan 23 July

Writing of Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
The Holy Sikh Scripture, is completed

15 Bhadon 30 Aug
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Amar_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Harkrishan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Tegh_Bahadur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Angad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Tegh_Bahadur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaisakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Arjan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaisakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Amar_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Hargobind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Arjan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akal_Takht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Hargobind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miri_piri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Hargobind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sawan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Harkrishan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sawan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Granth_Sahib
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sikh_Scripture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhadon
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Gurpurabs, Festivals and other Events Nanakshahi | Gregorian

Sri Guru Granth Sahib is installed at Darbar Sahib
(Golden Temple), Amritsar, for the first time

17 Bhadon I Sept

Guru Amar Das Jyoti Jot, Guru Ram Das Gur-Gaddi

Guru Ram Das Jyoti-Jot, Guru Arjan Gur-Gaddi Divas 2 Assu 16 Sep
Guru Angad, The 2" Guru’s Gur-Gaddi Divas 4 Assu 18 Sep
Guru Nanak, The 1% Guru’s Jyoti-Jot Divas 8 Assu 22 Sep
Birthday of Guru Ram Das, The 4" Guru 25 Assu 9 Oct
Guru Har Rai Jyoti-Jot Divas
Guru Harkrishan Gur-Gaddi Divas
Sri Guru Granth Sahib is declared “The Next Eternal

Guru” by Guru Gobind Singh, The 10" Guru 6 Katak 20 Oct
Guru Gobind Singh Jyoti-Jot Divas 7 Katak 21 Oct
Guru Gobind Singh Gur-Gaddi Divas 11 Maghar 24 Nov
Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom Divas 11 Maghar 24 Nov
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmandir_Sahib
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhadon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Amar_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Ram_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Ram_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Arjan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Angad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Nanak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Ram_Das
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Har_Rai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Harkrishan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Granth_Sahib
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Gobind_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Gobind_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Gobind_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maghar_(month)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Tegh_Bahadur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maghar_(month)
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Gurpurabs, Festivals and other Events Nanakshahi | Gregorian

Sahibzadas Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh,

8 Poh 21 Dec
Martyred in the Battle of Chamkaur
Sahibzadas Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh
13 Poh 26 Dec
Bricked Alive in Sirhind
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh, the 10th Guru 23 Poh 5 Jan
Maghi (Shahhdi of 40 Mukteys) 1 Magh 13 Jan
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahibzada_Ajit_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahibzada_Jujhar_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Chamkaur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahibzada_Zorawar_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahibzada_Fateh_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sirhind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guru_Gobind_Singh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poh
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