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SURFING WORLD PLAZA • 11904 CORTEZ RD. W., CORTEZ
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or let us customize or 

rejuvenate your furniture.

• Unique furniture & accessories
•  On-site jewelry artisan
•  Cloisonne doll furniture
•  Gifts and unique treasures for
    your home
•  Faux artists and more.

WE’VE MOVED AND 
EXPANDED INTO THE 

SURFING WORLD 
LOCATION!

PELICAN HARBOUR
Full Bay views for miles to Sarasota’s skyline. Gor-
geous 2BR/2BA condo with beautiful interiors includ-
ing marble tile and granite counters. Custom kitchen. 
Enjoy pool, boat docks & private beach. $697,000

SUTTON PLACE
2BR/2BA. Direct Full Bay 
Views. Walk out to the bayside 
pool or boat dock. Enjoy pri-
vate beach facility. Renovat-
ed and ready for new owner.                                                
$515,000

Bruce Meyer
Broker/Associate
(941) 266-8152

Jenine Meyer
Realtor®
(941) 266-8303

Let us help you 
accomplish your real 

estate needs!

Michael Givant
Contributing Writer

If Longboat Key’s birds could catch and throw, 
this is what an all-bird baseball team would 
look like position by position.

First Base
This position requires a tall, rangy player 

who can stay anchored to the bag while 
scooping long, sometimes errant throws out of the 
dirt. At 46” not many birds are taller than the great blue 
heron. Since this bird can stand motionless in one spot 
for a long time and suddenly plunge its bill into shallow 
water coming up with a fish, it should have little trouble 
scooping up bad throws.

Second Base
 Those who play this position are the unsung heroes of 

the double play. This position requires a compact body 
with excellent lateral mobility, soft hands and a steady 
demeanor. The second baseman also has to be able to 
stay near the bag and move well in either direction. This 
bird feeds in shallow water near the shoreline moving in 
whatever direction fish swim. Ever see a little blue heron 
with a crab in its bill? It doesn’t get excited but holds on 
until the crab is swallowed. The little blue won’t panic 
and will steadily turn ground balls into outs.

Shortstop
This position requires the leanest, quickest, most 

agile athlete on the team. In addition to being the main 
man on the double play, the shortstop has to be able 
to charge slow ground balls, scooping up the ball bare 
handed while making the long throw to first base on 
the run. No fish-eating bird has a more unique, physi-
cal hunting style than the reddish egret. Its movements 
while going after elusive fish are memorable to birders 
who have seen them at work. Any infield coach will rest 
easy with this bird at the position.

Third Base
This position requires that the player stop wicked 

ground balls that hug the third base line, then set himself 
to make the impossibly long throw to first base. The tri-
colored heron has unreal concentration and lightening-
like speed, stabbing the water repeatedly for fish almost 
faster than many people follow. Few grounders are likely 
to get past the tricolor. With a name like his, would you 
really want anyone else at the “hot corner?”

Right Field
The right fielder has to have a rifle arm and great 

accuracy to hit the cut off man or make the long throw 
to home plate to nab a base runner before he crosses 
home plate. Despite its clumsy appearance, the brown 
pelican is an excellent fit for the position. Ever see one 

of them plunge-dive for fish from on high, crash into the 
water. The bird often surfaces spreading its bill, which 
holds up to three and a half-gallons of water, to drain 
it while holding onto any fish. This bird will make even 
the most daring base runner pause before trying for an 
extra base.

Center Field
The center fielder has to patrol the most outfield turf 

and catch everything hit his way. The white pelican has 
an enormous bill pouch that holds more water than 
its little brother the brown pelican’s. Is there a better 
“glove” to be found on any bird? In addition its nearly 
ten-foot wingspan allows it to eat up ground, getting to 
fly balls before they fall in for hits.

Left Field
This position sometimes demands the speed to inter-

cept fly balls heading to the stands for base hits. This 
occasionally means diving prevent a ball from reaching 
an eager fan’s glove for a homer. Other times it demands 
the ability to get to balls that have fallen in for hits to 
prevent them from going for extra bases. The sand hill 
crane is my choice here. I once followed two sand hill 
cranes trying to get a good picture of them. The last 
thing I remember was seeing them lift over the grass and 
out of sight. I want this bird playing on my team rather 
than having to play against it.

Catcher
Catchers call the pitches for a game and sometimes 

will have to deal with reluctant pitchers. The black vul-

ture is the bird for this job. What pitcher would shake off 
the signs flashed by a bird with a black body and gray 
head, knowing that he might fly out to the mound for a 
chat? The catcher may have to block home plate and tag 
out a speeding runner. With broad wings and a chunky 
body this bird can really block the plate. As it is known 
to dominate a kill, what base runner wouldn’t hold up at 
third base rather than risk becoming carrion?

 
Opening Day Pitcher

Any team’s number one starting pitcher has to be able 
to “smell the plate,” The turkey vulture bird has an acute 
sense of smell. While opposing batters are staring at this 
bird’s bald, red head and white bill, pitches will be sail-
ing past them for called strikes.

Closer
This pitcher has to come in during the late innings to 

protect a lead, throwing “lights out,” fastballs to end the 
game. You don’t need to look any further than the blaz-
ing yellow eyes of the osprey to understand its determi-
nation. This is the bird you want out there in these make 
or break moments. The last thing an opposing batter 
wants to see, is the manacled-clawed osprey handed 
the ball by his manager with instruction to ”bring heat, 
baby.”  The fish hawk won’t throw balls, just strikes, and 
the fat lady will sing.

Michael Givant and his wife are second-year snow-
birds on Longboat Key. He was taken with he New York 
Yankees when a youngster he went to Yankee Stadium 
and saw Mickey Mantle and Yogi Berra.

Longboat Key’s All-Bird Baseball Team

PAUL DEZZI
Longboat Key Fire Chief
news@lbknews.com

You need both 
backhands
...page 13

New City Manager takes on 
budget, flooding, development

See Fire LBK, page 3

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandJuly 4, 2025

See City Manager, page 2

The Sarasota City Manager posi-
tion is a never-ending crucible 
where budgeting, development, 
traffic and the threat of hurricanes 
vie for attention, resources and 
decisions. 

Nobody knows the complicated 
dance between residents, developer 
interests and the political proclivi-
ties of City Commissioners better 

See Flooding, page 3

than freshly minted Sarasota City 
Manager Dave Bullock. 

A n d 
a l t h o u g h 
Bullock has 
been named 
“Interim City 
Manager,” in 
an interview 
with Longboat 
Key News, 
it became quickly apparent that 
Bullock is all-in on the job and is 

excited to help lead the City he has 
lived in for 31 years. 

Bullock is a realist, especially 
when it comes to growth and traffic.

“Life is not static; it is always 
changing and you cannot hole-up 
in one place, create a neighborhood 
that is positive and not adapt and 
adjust to an ever-changing world,” 
said Bullock.

For Bullock, the question of 
whether Sarasota is growing too fast 

“This is not the first nor last time St. Armands will flood. 
There is an elevation issue. If the scientists are right, we 
will spend a lot more of our future trying to find methods 
to keep water out.”

The art and science of suppression on LBK

Sarasota County 
leaders voted last 
week to create a new 
stormwater depart-
ment apart from 
Public Works.

The decision, which includes hir-
ing a new department head, came 
during a budget workshop marked 
by public criticism. Residents 
packed the small meeting cham-
bers, demanding accountabil-
ity from Public Works Director 
Spencer Anderson and County 
Administrator Jonathan Lewis for 
what they described as years of 
neglect and failed leadership.

Speakers said the disconnect 
between the county’s prior assur-
ances and the reality of their flood-
damaged neighborhoods was severe.

Commissioners last month 
directed Lewis to return with a 
proposal for creating a standalone 
stormwater department. But the 
sharp public backlash prompted 
County Commissioner Tom Knight 
to bypass Lewis’ report to push 
through major changes — notably, 
the creation of the independent 
stormwater department with a new 
chief reporting directly to the coun-
ty administrator.

His motions won unanimous 
support, and the job was posted 

County 
shakes up 
stormwater 
department 
following 
criticism

Independent from all tyranny

When I started in the fire ser-
vice four decades ago, we had 
SCBAs (Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus) in plastic boxes on 
the fire truck, wore three-quarter 
length boots with long black coats 
and medical equipment that would 
be considered ancient by today’s 
standards.

We have come a long way since 

The saying that 
occupants run from 
a building that is 
on fire while fire-
fighters run in is 
absolutely true. 

No religion nor taxes are impossed on this American.
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City Manager, from page 1

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

is less a question of volume versus value.
“It is not growth or no growth, but how do you want to grow?” Bullock said rhetorically. 
And Bullock has no illusion on reaching a happy consensus on every issue. He points out 

that public policy is not a unanimous game. Bullock says that often “consensus is a grudging 
willingness to go along.”

Blowing in the wind...
Bullock started last month and immediately spent long hours thrust into the City budget-

ing process. Simultaneously, he has had to stay completely focused on storm resiliency as the 
region careens into another hurricane season. 

Bullock says Florida has done an admirable job when it comes to wind. 
“Give Florida credit. For all of its Carl Hiaasin wildness, the Florida building code is pretty 

good when it comes to wind. It works and protects property. The challenge is around stormwa-
ter. We are working through it really hard, but when the Bay rises and is above the roadways, 
it is extremely trying. Gravity is not your friend,” says Bullock.

Bullock specifically is referring to St. Armands Circle, which saw several feet of water invade 
every ground floor business and structure.

“This is not the first nor last time St. Armands will flood. There is an elevation issue. If the 
scientists are right, we will spend a lot more of our future trying to find methods to keep water 
out,” said Bullock.

Bullock spoke of Tampa General Hospital which has a flood dam that it can employ around 
its facility but it is extremely expensive and hard to manage. 

When asked if he felt increasing development in historically flood-prone areas makes sense, 
he said that it is up to the community to find a balance that makes sense for itself. 

“There has always been a desire for property owners to maximize value from their invest-
ment. That is why you have zoning and a comprehensive plan to create and maintain what the 
leaders feel makes sense,” said Bullock.

Budgeting reserves
Bullock said the recent storms spent a good portion of the City’s financial reserves. He cited 

the special stormwater projects, the Van Wezel, and the more than $30 million in park damage 
from storms as all challenges to the budget. Bullock said he expects the growth and property 

values to continue slowing and there are less gas taxes and sales tax revenue that manifest dur-
ing an economic slowdown. 

“All pressures are up on the expense side,” says Bullock.
For Bullock, the budgetary formula is to reduce costs and increase revenue and build the 

reserves back up. 
Bullock’s last position managing a municipality was on Longboat Key where he was Town 

Manager from 2011 until 2018. In his stint on Longboat, he initially agreed to a three-year 
term, but he ended up staying twice as long. Bullock said he will not be applying for the per-
manent position when and if the City of Sarasota determines its process, which broke down 
prior to hiring Bullock. 

Bullock says he is 100% focused on every aspect of the job and couldn’t be more thrilled 
to help tackle the issues in the community that he says, “I love so much, I plan to die here.”

Leadership DNA

Longboat Key Town 
Manager Howard 
Tipton, right, trav-
elled to hometown 
Glendora, Calif., where 
his father, also named 
Howard, was City 
Manager in the 1960s.
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Fire LBK, from page 1
then. We didn’t run as many hazardous materials, confined space, high angle or any other 
special operations-type incidents. We ran the occasional traffic accident and took people to 
the hospital when they were ill, but our time at the firehouse was much slower paced than it is 
today. 

Decontamination after a good fire meant taking a soapy brush and garden hose to your fire 
gear and hanging them on the coat rack for two days to dry. There were no high-tech gear 
washers and dryers. Chemicals likes carbon monoxide (CO) and hydrogen cyanide (HCN) 
were not chemical compounds we knew about. There were no Rapid Intervention Teams (RIT) 
or FAST teams to help the firefighters in case they got into trouble inside a fire. Seatbelts were 
the lap belt-style only, no shoulder straps, if any at all.

There was one portable radio on the truck, and it was as heavy as a brick. Booster or trash 
lines were the hoses of choice to fight fires. They were light, maneuverable and easy to pick 
up after the fires were over. Large diameter hose, which is now used to get water from a fire 
hydrant to the fire, was just being introduced to the fire service and was very expensive to 
purchase. Most departments were using multiple two-and-a-half-inch diameter or three-inch 
hose as supply lines.

Unlike 30 years ago, we now do a lot more than just fight fires. We are called out for vehicle 
extrications, hazardous materials incidents, medical emergencies, carbon monoxide emergen-
cies, disasters of nature, water rescues, acts of terrorism, confined-space emergencies, high-
angle rescues, public assist calls (both EMS and Fire) and structure collapses, just to name a 
few. We, in the fire service, have become the “go to” agency for just about everything. The 
motto “No job too small” appropriately fits now. 

Is this true for Longboat Key? The answer is yes. Your department has well-trained, commit-
ted, dedicated and caring personnel that are ready to serve the public when called upon. They 
may not respond to these calls on a regular basis, but the potential on Longboat Key is very 
high and we do provide mutual aid to both Manatee and Sarasota counties.

Many of the high-rise buildings on Longboat Key have fire sprinklers installed. This provides 
a false sense of security to residents in that sprinklers extinguish the fire but the smoke is still 
present… what kills most people in the fire? Right, it’s the smoke. That is your fire depart-
ment’s concern; getting to the fire quickly, getting to the fire floor first, the floor above the fire 
second, and ultimately to the top floor in an attempt to rescue occupants from the smoke-filled 
building. 

Remember to use the stairs when there is a fire and not the elevators. If you have difficulty 
getting down the stairs, stay in the stairwell and wait for the firefighters to carry you down.

The safety of residents and the firefighters is important and when decisions are made they’re 
made quickly with safety of everyone involved. In the fire service there is a saying that is often 
used: “Risk a lot to save a lot, risk a little to save a little, risk nothing for that which is already 
lost.”

The saying that occupants run away from a building that is on fire while firefighters run in 
is absolutely true. The firefighters are trained to know when to enter a burning building and 
when they should not. These decisions are made by the incident commander (deputy chief ), 
and there are many factors that are considered in the decision-making process.

There are no new reasons why firefighters are killed or injured. They are dying in the same 
ways year after year. If a firefighter dies in the line of duty, that death will most often be a 
result of a heart attack caused by stress or over exertion; a traffic accident involving a depart-

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

during the meeting.
Commissioners Joe Neunder and Mark Smith urged even faster action, suggesting the hire 

of a temporary, interim manager and floating the name of former county stormwater manager 
Steve Suau.

Suau, who conducted an independent review of what went wrong during Tropical Storm 
Debby, later told reporters he would be interested in the job but had not been in contact with 
county administration.

Before commissioners and residents had their say, Anderson delivered a detailed defense of 
the county’s stormwater management, pointing to recent maintenance projects along Phillippi 
Creek and stressing his team’s qualifications.

Public speakers later challenged Anderson’s statements, accusing county leaders of a lack of 
urgency, ineffective management and poor communication that fostered a sense of mistrust in 
the community.

Although county officials submitted an emergency dredging application to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in April, the Army Corps later confirmed that the creek didn’t qualify for 
emergency dredging, since the sediment buildup predated Tropical Storm Debby — and the 
county had known that since last summer.

In addition to the creation of a new separate stormwater department, commissioners also 
voted to require county staff to provide an update to the public on recommendations Suau 
provided after his review last year.

Commissioners also tabled a staff-initiated discussion, begun earlier this year, to end the 
county’s longstanding agreement with the city of Sarasota to maintain its stormwater infra-
structure.

Smith said the county needs more time to resolve its own stormwater issues before offloading 
that responsibility back onto the city.

ment’s apparatus; being caught and trapped by fire, smoke or toxic gas; falling or slipping; a 
collapse or coming in contact with a dangerous object, such as an electric wire. The types of 
ground injuries are also the same each year. Firefighters suffer strains, sprains, wounds, cuts, 
lacerations, bruises, burns, and smoke or gas inhalation. As firefighters get older these injuries 
become more severe and occur more often, even if the firefighter is in the best of shape.

The fire training on Longboat Key is geared toward residential and high-rise structures, the 
usual fire response. Knowing the buildings, water supply, hydrant locations, accessibility for 
apparatus as well as if the buildings are fully occupied or not help with the fire and rescue 
operations. The buildings on LBK are unique, and knowing the buildings is important for 
emergency responders. 

High-rise and commercial fires (Publix, marinas, etc.) are a whole different animal and can-
not be treated the same as residential fires. This is where firefighters cannot become complacent. 
When the low-air alarm sounds/vibrates on the firefighters’ air-bottle (self-contained breathing 
apparatus), they need to be outside the building. Not getting ready to leave, not working the 
extra five minutes and then racing to the doorway or window when the mask is sucking to their 
face. The low-air alarm is their emergency air supply in the event that something happens like 
a floor or roof collapse or becoming disoriented or entangled. The emergency air supply they 
have left may be the difference in their fellow firefighters rescuing him or her alive or dead.

Knowing that your fire department responds with well-trained and experienced personnel 
who are ready to provide fire rescue service is of great importance. The department responds 
to more EMS calls than fire calls, but keep in mind that Longboat Key has the potential for a 
devastating fire. If it wasn’t for the quick response and actions of the fire department last year 
at the Westchester Condominium fire, this fire could have done more damage and lives could 
have been lost. 

Remember your Fire-Rescue Department is here to serve. In any emergency (fire or EMS), 
call 9-1-1 immediately — it could mean the difference between life and death.
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 6

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons 

or www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH
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TLBK SDE Letter and Information and TLBK SRL Letter
To: Longboat Key Plans Examiner Neal Mazzei
Thanks so much Neal. Thank you for keeping me in loop! 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

TLBK SDE Letter and Information and TLBK SRL Letter
To: Longboat Key Plans Examiner Neal Mazzei
Really appreciate all the help. Sent to Elevate. Shannon and I look forward to finally getting 

back into our full-time home - one of the seven 1920 cottages in the Village which we dearly 
treasure and have no intention of ever demo-ing. We have Rusty and Christine Chinnis to 
thank for bringing us to the LBK cottage when I was in my last year/retiring from the military, 
and we feel quite fortunate to live here.

Jim Lince
Longboat Key

TLBK SDE Letter and Information and TLBK SRL Letter
To: James Lince
Your GC, Chris with Stray Cats, was able to get your permit application submitted this 

afternoon so it is under review, and I’ll do what I can to expedite the process from here. I have 
attached your SDE Letter and backup information as well as a TLBK Severe Repetitive Loss 
Letter which you put you hire on the priority list for the Elevate Florida Program as requested.

If you don’t already have one, we will need a copy of a FEMA 50% Appraisal to go with your 
permit application prior to any permit issuance.

I hope this helps, and thank you for your patience with the process. Please feel free to call if 
you have any additional questions. 

Neal Mazzei
Plans Examiner
Town of Longboat Key

LBK - Budget Good News
To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney
Great news.  Please thank Dave for me.  We are fortunate to have his crew.  
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

LBK - Budget Good News
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
I just wanted to share a quick update. I heard from David Ramba this afternoon that the 

Town’s $1,500,000 appropriation made it into the final budget executed by Governor DeSantis 
today and was not vetoed!  This is great news for the Town’s subaqueous force main project! 

Congratulations! Many thanks to David Ramba and his team for all their efforts getting this 
appropriation across the finish line!

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key
 

LBK - Budget Good News
To: Longboat Key Commission
Attached please find the Budget Conference Legislative Report from your lobbyists at 

Ramba Consulting for the 2025 Legislative Session.
The good news is that LBK’s Subaqueous Force Main (SF 1377) (HF 1650) received fund-

ing of $1,500,000 nonrecurring General Revenue in Line 1555 (See pg. 310 of the GAA).
Unfortunately, LBK’s other (smaller) appropriation request, for resilient Control Panel 

Upgrade (HF 2482) (SF 1665) did not make it into the final conference report.  
Given the political tensions and disputes during this Legislative Session, LBK was fortunate 

to have the subaqueous appropriation included in the budget.    However, we cannot celebrate 
yet. We still need to wait to make sure that the $1.5 million appropriation is approved by 
Governor DeSantis.  David Ramba and the lobbyists at Ramba Consulting will continue to 
monitor this for LBK.  We will keep you posted on any developments in this regard. 

I want to acknowledge all the work and effort by the Commissioners who advocated to our 
local delegation members in both counties on the importance of the Town’s appropriation 
requests. Your individual relationships with our local delegation members make a difference.  
The Commissioners’ efforts along with David Ramba and his team’s advocacy helped ensure 
that LBK’s critical project and infrastructure made it into the proposed budget.  Great work 
everyone!

Maggie D. Mooney
Town Attorney
Town of Longboat Key
 

NEST items for you
To: Deborah DiCarlo
I appreciate your kind words and yes, please do keep in touch. So happy that your church is 

partnering with Paradise Center, great for our community!
Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Longboat Key

NEST items for you
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Thank you so much for your response, Sarah.  It explains a lot because the church I go to is 

the Longboat Island Chapel, and the person I talked to may have heard about that collabora-
tion.  I think she got the renewed relationship between the Paradise Center and the Chapel 
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Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

941-360-9200

SHUTTERS • ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES 
BLINDS • CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES

SAVE!
Up to 35% Off 

Plantati on 
Shutt ers

Laid-Back Waterfront Living!

744 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA  •  1,688 SF  •  $1,200,000

Fully renovated, furnished 
coastal retreat includes a 
single car garage, deeded 
beach access and two boat 
lifts with quick access to 
the Bay and Gulf. 

405 BRYN MAWR ISLAND, BRADENTON
2BR/2BA  •  1,392 SF  •  $649,000

Never flooded!  This POOL 
home, with a 70 ft. private
waterfront dock, is located 
on a deep saltwater canal 
with direct bridge-free 
access to Bay.

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR!
Teddi Aberle, Realtor  •  813.503.6128  •  teddiaberle@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Realty, Inc.  •  P. O. Box 10367  •  Bradenton, FL  34282
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SHOP 941-795-4788 • CELL 941-962-0567 • MON-SAT 10-6 SUN 12-5
SURFING WORLD PLAZA • 11904 CORTEZ RD. W., CORTEZ

GrandGrand
OpeningOpening

F58502

ARTISAN GALLERY
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NEXT TO TYLER’S ICE CREAM

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGrraaannddGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGrrrrrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddCome see our unique style 
or let us customize or 

rejuvenate your furniture.

• Unique furniture & accessories
•  On-site jewelry artisan
•  Cloisonne doll furniture
•  Gifts and unique treasures for
    your home
•  Faux artists and more.

WE’VE MOVED AND 
EXPANDED INTO THE 

SURFING WORLD 
LOCATION!

PELICAN HARBOUR
Full Bay views for miles to Sarasota’s skyline. Gor-
geous 2BR/2BA condo with beautiful interiors includ-
ing marble tile and granite counters. Custom kitchen. 
Enjoy pool, boat docks & private beach. $697,000

SUTTON PLACE
2BR/2BA. Direct Full Bay 
Views. Walk out to the bayside 
pool or boat dock. Enjoy pri-
vate beach facility. Renovat-
ed and ready for new owner.                                                
$515,000

Bruce Meyer
Broker/Associate
(941) 266-8152

Jenine Meyer
Realtor®
(941) 266-8303

Let us help you 
accomplish your real 

estate needs!

Michael Givant
Contributing Writer

If Longboat Key’s birds could catch and throw, 
this is what an all-bird baseball team would 
look like position by position.

First Base
This position requires a tall, rangy player 

who can stay anchored to the bag while 
scooping long, sometimes errant throws out of the 
dirt. At 46” not many birds are taller than the great blue 
heron. Since this bird can stand motionless in one spot 
for a long time and suddenly plunge its bill into shallow 
water coming up with a fish, it should have little trouble 
scooping up bad throws.

Second Base
 Those who play this position are the unsung heroes of 

the double play. This position requires a compact body 
with excellent lateral mobility, soft hands and a steady 
demeanor. The second baseman also has to be able to 
stay near the bag and move well in either direction. This 
bird feeds in shallow water near the shoreline moving in 
whatever direction fish swim. Ever see a little blue heron 
with a crab in its bill? It doesn’t get excited but holds on 
until the crab is swallowed. The little blue won’t panic 
and will steadily turn ground balls into outs.

Shortstop
This position requires the leanest, quickest, most 

agile athlete on the team. In addition to being the main 
man on the double play, the shortstop has to be able 
to charge slow ground balls, scooping up the ball bare 
handed while making the long throw to first base on 
the run. No fish-eating bird has a more unique, physi-
cal hunting style than the reddish egret. Its movements 
while going after elusive fish are memorable to birders 
who have seen them at work. Any infield coach will rest 
easy with this bird at the position.

Third Base
This position requires that the player stop wicked 

ground balls that hug the third base line, then set himself 
to make the impossibly long throw to first base. The tri-
colored heron has unreal concentration and lightening-
like speed, stabbing the water repeatedly for fish almost 
faster than many people follow. Few grounders are likely 
to get past the tricolor. With a name like his, would you 
really want anyone else at the “hot corner?”

Right Field
The right fielder has to have a rifle arm and great 

accuracy to hit the cut off man or make the long throw 
to home plate to nab a base runner before he crosses 
home plate. Despite its clumsy appearance, the brown 
pelican is an excellent fit for the position. Ever see one 

of them plunge-dive for fish from on high, crash into the 
water. The bird often surfaces spreading its bill, which 
holds up to three and a half-gallons of water, to drain 
it while holding onto any fish. This bird will make even 
the most daring base runner pause before trying for an 
extra base.

Center Field
The center fielder has to patrol the most outfield turf 

and catch everything hit his way. The white pelican has 
an enormous bill pouch that holds more water than 
its little brother the brown pelican’s. Is there a better 
“glove” to be found on any bird? In addition its nearly 
ten-foot wingspan allows it to eat up ground, getting to 
fly balls before they fall in for hits.

Left Field
This position sometimes demands the speed to inter-

cept fly balls heading to the stands for base hits. This 
occasionally means diving prevent a ball from reaching 
an eager fan’s glove for a homer. Other times it demands 
the ability to get to balls that have fallen in for hits to 
prevent them from going for extra bases. The sand hill 
crane is my choice here. I once followed two sand hill 
cranes trying to get a good picture of them. The last 
thing I remember was seeing them lift over the grass and 
out of sight. I want this bird playing on my team rather 
than having to play against it.

Catcher
Catchers call the pitches for a game and sometimes 

will have to deal with reluctant pitchers. The black vul-

ture is the bird for this job. What pitcher would shake off 
the signs flashed by a bird with a black body and gray 
head, knowing that he might fly out to the mound for a 
chat? The catcher may have to block home plate and tag 
out a speeding runner. With broad wings and a chunky 
body this bird can really block the plate. As it is known 
to dominate a kill, what base runner wouldn’t hold up at 
third base rather than risk becoming carrion?

 
Opening Day Pitcher

Any team’s number one starting pitcher has to be able 
to “smell the plate,” The turkey vulture bird has an acute 
sense of smell. While opposing batters are staring at this 
bird’s bald, red head and white bill, pitches will be sail-
ing past them for called strikes.

Closer
This pitcher has to come in during the late innings to 

protect a lead, throwing “lights out,” fastballs to end the 
game. You don’t need to look any further than the blaz-
ing yellow eyes of the osprey to understand its determi-
nation. This is the bird you want out there in these make 
or break moments. The last thing an opposing batter 
wants to see, is the manacled-clawed osprey handed 
the ball by his manager with instruction to ”bring heat, 
baby.”  The fish hawk won’t throw balls, just strikes, and 
the fat lady will sing.

Michael Givant and his wife are second-year snow-
birds on Longboat Key. He was taken with he New York 
Yankees when a youngster he went to Yankee Stadium 
and saw Mickey Mantle and Yogi Berra.

Longboat Key’s All-Bird Baseball Team
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See Letters, page 8

Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

interest so well.
Thanks for your help,
Deborah DiCarlo
Longboat Key

NEST items for you
To: Deborah DiCarlo
Thank you for your work on the NEST project. I remain hopeful regarding the Chiles 

property, but there’s nothing concrete in the works. As far as I know, the town has no plans in 
mind with the Paradise Center as regards programming the eventual space (wherever we land), 
but I wouldn’t be surprised if some general conversations have taken place as folks dream up 
possibilities. Currently, the Paradise Center plans to move into the Longboat Island Chapel 
thanks to their kind invitation. It will be wonderful to have them with us on the North End 
and I am so impressed by the church’s proactive, neighborly invitation. Let me know if you 
would like to discuss further, I’m available.

Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Longboat Key

NEST items for you
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
First, I want to thank you for your contributions to establish a north end community center.  

You may know that I am the NEST team lead for exercise activities at the north end center.
We have collected several exercise related suggestions from residents of the north end neigh-

borhoods, and I’ve had a few of discussions along these lines.  You may have seen the results 
of the data we collected.

Someone at my church, mentioned that you are discussing the programming of the north 
end space with the folks at the Paradise Center.

Can you confirm that please?  If this is the case, will you include me in such discussions, or 
bring me up to date on what has taken place?

I know it is still early days in the discovery and feasibility study of the purchase of the Chiles 
property by Mantee County, so I suspect any discussions you had were very preliminary.

We can meet and SIPs for a conversation or simply have a phone call.  I want to ensure we 
are collaborating on programming and make you aware of the item we already have on the 
schedule. I look forward to hearing from you,

Deborah Di Carlo
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Thank you Sarah. Good to know that you discussed it at the town meeting.
“property lines extend into water” seems to be a miscalculation. As I understand it, the next 

time the erosion control lines are redrawn, this might be addressed. However, if the town is able 
to negotiate a return to customary access by taking over that sea wall we might get somewhere. 

Live in Your Home’s Best Light

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

Bringles Blinds provides aff ordable blinds, shutt ers, shades, 
and master installati on services to the Longboat Key, 

Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

*Off er valid with minimum purchase of three

SALE! $500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutt ers & Shades

Longboat residents 
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle

conflated with the North End community center. So interesting how these conversations take 
place and how decisive the context is.

As you probably know, the first generation of the Paradise Center found its home at the 
Longboat Island Chapel years ago.  So it’s actually a bit of a homecoming!  Reverend Brock is 
indeed committed to our community here on Longboat.

Thank you so much for bringing clarity to the situation.  I’ll continue to reach out as I 
hear things that need  clarification from you and appreciate that you represent our north end 
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■ SARASOTA,  FL SHOWROOM

   3055 Fruitville Commons Blvd.

    941.900.HOME(4663)

    Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm 
    Sunday: 12pm-5pm

Financing is now available. C L I V E D A N I E L . C O M

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  |  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  |  F I N E  F U R N I S H I N G S

S A R A S O TA  • F O R T  M Y E R S  • N A P L E S  • B O C A  R AT O N

Going east  on Fruitv i l le 
Rd.  make a U-Turn at  l ight 
(Lakewood Ranch Blvd.),  then 
make a r ight   on to Coburn Rd. 
Go around the circ le  to Fruitv i l le 
Commons Blvd.,  pass Cooper ’s 
Hawk and you wi l l  see Cl ive 
Daniel  Home on the r ight.

IB26001785          

Winner of Over 450 Awards for design 
excellence including Best New 

Showroom in the USA!

Premiere luxury destination for residential, 
commercial and hospitality design services.

E L E VAT I N G  S P A C E S ,  D E F I N I N G  E X C E L L E N C E  W I T H  AWA R D - W I N N I N G  D E S I G N !

◊  Total Home Creation

◊  Design, Renovation, New Build

◊  Expert Interior Designers

◊  Exclusive Collections

◊   Beautiful In-Stock Styles

◊   Custom Shop

◊   One-of-a-Kind Rugs

◊   Outdoor Furniture

◊   Accessories, Lighting, Art

◊   Unique Gift Boutique

◊   Weekly Shipping to Midwest & Northeast

◊   Immediate Delivery and much more!

D E S I G N  M A T T E R S . . . I N S P I R A T I O N  S T A R T S  H E R E !

Best Overall Interior Design

Designer: Kelli Smith

Rank: Silver

Project: Pindari Model

Builder & Architect:

John Cannon Homes
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Eminent domain perhaps? We should try to move the needle while the legislature seems to 
recognize public beach access. 

Patricia DeChiara
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Patricia DeChiara
We discussed this topic with legal counsel in Town mtg today, the common use approach 

will not work in this case -- wrong county size (population), plus property lines extend into 
water. Sorry I can’t be sharing more optimistic feedback!

Sarah Karon
Commissioner
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Worth a try. The place is still a disaster. We did walk on west side of seawall at low tide 

recently. The amount of sand is amazing. Only good fishing now is on north side of wall
Cyndi Seamon
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
I would suggest asking LBK to draft a customary use ordinance for beach access at all points 

on the island. Maggie Mooney didn’t want to butt heads with Ohana over right to walk across 
seawall when high tide prevented walking below the wall but maybe with new owners some-
thing can be decided that survives whoever currently owns that property. 

Laurel Gilbert Phillips
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Great news this morning! Can we leverage this regarding Ohana? 
Patricia DeChiara
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Guess it’s good news the common use issue even came up at the town meeting but if Maggie 

Mooney weighed in then rest assured the private rights of owners over public good was upper-
most in her mind. No headway to be made there but still a debatable issue and a private agree-
ment can be made with Ohana- as attempted before- why not push for this?

Laurel Gilbert Phillips
Longboat Key

Senate Bill 1622
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon
Agree with Pat and Laurel Now should be a good time to negotiate a win/win deal with 

owners.
Paul Hylbert
Longboat Key

Congratulations
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
I look forward to that as well! I really appreciate your kind words and encouragement.
James Clinch

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

EditorLetters

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach  941.388.2161

Top-Ranked for a Reason
Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900  
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach    941.388.2161
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Steven
Kepecz

Leah
George

941-780-0597

Judy
Kepecz-Hays

941-587-1700 941-376-6411

 IN THE WORLD

$3.4 Billion Career Sales

L’Ambiance

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807 
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 
$7,500,000 

LAmbianceA801.com

Country Club Shores

537 Gunwale Lane 
$1,850,000 

537GunwaleLn.com 

521 Wedge Lane 
$1,948,000 

521WedgeLn.com

Deeded 
Beach Access

Sanctuary

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 
 $1,620,000 

SanctuaryA303.com

Hideaway Bay

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 
 $7,680,000 

757HideawayBay.com

Wishing you a safe and joyful 4th of July!

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211
$998,000 

Tangerine211.com

BEST PRICE IN TANGERINE BAY

Tangerine Bay Club

5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
$8,800,000 

5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

Lot Size 100 x 465 sq. ft. 

SOLD - W
E MADE IT HAPPEN!

Gulf Front Estate

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #704 
$999,000 

Promenade704.com

PRICE IM
PROVEMENT

PromenadePromenade

240 Sands Point Rd #4201
$1,198,000

InnOnTheBeach4201.com

230 Sands Point Rd #3501
$1,150,000

InnOnTheBeach3501.com

Inn on the Beach

SOLD - WE MADE IT HAPPEN!

6011 Emerald Harbor Drive
$2,350,000 

6011EmeraldHarborDr.com

PRICE IM
PROVEMENT

Emerald Harbor
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

June 26
Alarm

9:04 a.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched to the 2900 

block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a report of a 
burglary alarm with front door motion. While 
enroute, the alarm company contacted the hom-
eowner who reported no persons should be pres-
ent. Upon arrival, Sgt. Montfort located a floor-
ing company van in the driveway. Sgt. Montfort 
and Officer Troyer made contact with the indi-
viduals who said they were at the residence to do 
flooring work and provided a work order. On the 
work order was an address in Holmes Beach, they 
were at the wrong residence. The two men did 
not speak English well. Sgt. Montfort contacted 
the homeowner who requested the residence be 
checked for security purposes. The men left the 
residence without incident. Case clear.

Vehicle
11:04 a.m.
Officer Troyer while on patrol in the area of the 1000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive was sit-

ting at the entrance to a neighborhood when he observed a Chevrolet Suburban driving north-
bound and appeared to be speeding. The area the vehicle was traveling through was a marked 
construction zone and had a posted speed limit of 35 mph. Also, there were construction 
workers present on the roadway working on the road. Officer Troyer used the radar detector to 
measure the vehicle’s speed, which was measured at 50 mph. Officer Troyer conducted a traffic 
stop in the same area and spoke to the driver and asked him for his driver’s license, registration 
and proof of insurance. The driver told me he did not have any of what he asked for and only 
had an identification card. Officer Troyer asked the driver why he had an identification card to 
which he said his license was taken away. Officer Troyer asked him why he was driving with no 
license to which he said he had to work. The man also said he bought the vehicle a couple days 
ago and the mounted license plate did not belong on the vehicle. The driver did not have proof 
of ownership for the vehicle. Officer Troyer cleared the license plate which revealed the license 
plate was registered to ‘unknown.’ Officer Troyer contacted the dispatch center and requested 
a tow for the vehicle due to being unregistered and uninsured. During Officer Troyer’s inven-
tory search of the vehicle, he located two pill bottles which were labeled ‘hydro chloroquine.’ 
The man said the pills belonged to his wife and grandmother. Officer Troyer then confiscated 
the pill bottles and placed them into evidence for safekeeping because he did not want to leave 
them in the car without the man’s name being on them. Case clear.

June 27
Suspicious

12:58 p.m.
Officer Maple, Officer Nazareno and Sgt. Smith met with the complainant who stated she 

was asked by a neighbor to move her vehicle so she would not suffer damage from the complex 
painting project. The complainant proceeded to move her vehicle and upon her returning to 
her condominium moments later, she saw her front door not properly secured and thought 
she heard a voice inside. She said she observed footprints in the front entry and called 911. 
Sgt. Smith and Officer Nazareno canvassed the condominium and did not find anything out 
of the ordinary and no persons were observed inside. There were no signs of forced entry and 
foot prints escribed by complainant were not observed as she had said. The condominium was 
undergoing an extensive cleaning by the complainant and several pieces of furniture looked to 
have been moved to clean. Officer Maple escorted the complainant around the condominium 
and she stated nothing was missing or appeared to be out of order. Case clear.

Noise
11:13 p.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to the 5600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call 

of a noise disturbance. Upon arrival, Officer 
Martinson could not hear any loud noise com-
ing from the unit. Officer Martinson advised the 
woman there was a complaint about loud noise. 
The woman apologized and stated she had been 
watching a movie earlier and admitted to having 
the volume up pretty loud. The woman stated 
she had already turned off of the movie and tele-
vision. Case clear.

June 28
Citizen assist

3:40 p.m.
Officer Barrett received a call of a telephone 

pole floating in the waterway east of Joan 
Durante Park, towards the Intracoastal waterway 
posing a hazard to boaters. Upon arrival, Officer 
Barrett observed a telephone pole floating in the 

water. Officer Barrett utilized a dock line from the police vessel to drag it into a dock at Joan 
Durante Park and secured it to the dock to prevent it from becoming a hazard to boaters. Case 
clear.

Suspicious
12:00 p.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to the 360 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call of a 

Suspicious Incident. Officer Martinson made contact with the complainant over his depart-
ment issued cell phone. The complainant stated that over the past couple of days she had 
received three packages to her residence with no name that she did not order. The complainant 
said the three packages contained children’s underwear and some type of cylinder weights. The 
complainant was advised the packages where more than likely delivered in error and that she 
should contact the company and return them to sender. The complainant insisted that this was 
not a mistake and that the officer label the report as ‘suspicious’ even though at this time there 
is no evidence as such. Case clear.

Citizen assist
11:35 p.m.
Officer Tillman responded to the 200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive and met with the driver 

of a vehicle who stated that he had run out of gas. Officer Tillman proceeded to the gas station 
at the 400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive and was unable to located a gas can and the gas sta-
tion was closed. The driver stated that he called his girlfriend to bring him some gas. Case clear.

911 call
7:54 a.m.
Officer Maple was dispatched to the 4700 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for an abandoned 

911 call. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple met with the front desk receptionist who stated they 
were unable to get ahold of guests in one of the rooms who had made the call. The complain-
ant stated there were two adults and three children in the room. Officer Maple met with the 
room occupant who stated his wife was in the shower and one of the children were playing with 
the phone. Officer Maple overheard the wife in the shower with one of the younger children 
stating everything was okay. There were no signs of an emergency or anything of concern. 
Case clear.

June 29
Suspicious

8:52 p.m.
Officer Miklos while on patrol observed a man sitting on a bench near the entry of a closed 

business. Officer Miklos noticed the man was then laying down and sleeping, and then he initi-
ated a consensual conversation with the man. During the conversation, the man advised that 
he was homeless and was planning on sleeping on Longboat Key. The man was not interested 
in any assistance and requested a ride to Bradenton. Officer Miklos contacted Sgt. Puccio and 
advised him of the man’s request to be3 transported to Cortez Road. Officer Miklos conducted 
a frisk of the man and placed him in the rear passenger seat. The man was transported to 
Cortez Road without incident, case clear.

June 30
Raccoon

9:43 p.m.
Officer Troyer was dispatched to Harbor Sound Drive in reference to a caller who reported 

her dog was bitten by a raccoon. Upon arrival, the caller reported her dog was bitten by a rac-
coon and the raccoon has since left the area. The dog owner was not sure what to do so she 
requested animal services. Officer Troyer informed her to seek veterinary advice and did not 
locate any raccoon in the area. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY  
465 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DR., SARASOTA

4BR/4BA  •  2,846 SF  • OFFERED FOR $4,995,000

BIRD KEY
605 WILD TURKEY , SARASOTA

3BR/2.5BA •  2,200 SF  •  OFFERED FOR $2,090,000

L’ELEGANCE ON LIDO BEACH
1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #B310, SARASOTA

2BR/2.5BA • FULL GULF FRONT • OFFERED FOR $1.950,000

LISTED BY NATHALIE NOLANDER & COURTNEY TARANTINO

CASEY KEY GULF FRONT
4005 CASEY KEY RD., NOKOMIS

6BR/6.5BA  •  7,977 SF  • OFFERED FOR $11,900,000 
LISTED BY JENNIFER ZALES & COURTNEY TARANTINO

BIRD KEY
419 PARTRIDGE CIRCLE,  SARASOTA

4BR/3BA  •  2,229 SF  •  NOW SOLD  $2,350,000

      NEW CONSTRUCTION

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES
585 GUNWALE LANE,  LONGBOAT KEY

3BR/3.5BA • OPEN WATER VIEWS • OFFERED FOR $5,699,000

		
            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

414 MEADOW LARK DR
2100 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#105
1561 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#302
500 HARBOR POINT RD
5941 GULF OF MEXICO DR
4125 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#S201
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#708
612 WESTON POINTE CT
671 EMERALD HARBOR DR
230 SANDS POINT RD Unit#3501
1945 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M2-516
1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#205
1945 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit##M2-110
2383 HARBOUR OAKS DR
2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M1-207
4380 EXETER DR Unit#304
4540 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#304
4360 CHATHAM DR Unit#108
2800 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#M-01

5,000
1,172
4,992
6,556
2,417
3,521
2,965
2,612
2,632
750
1,532
1,569
928
2,222
1,076
992
1,312
1,092

$4,999,900 
$499,000 
$9,795,000 
$7,690,000 
$6,000,000 
$4,500,000 
$3,475,000 
$1,900,000 
$1,350,000 
$1,150,000 
$1,150,000 
$795,000 
$739,000 
$699,000 
$699,000 
$485,000 
$399,000 
$349,000 
$249,000

427
147
0
187
218
162
181
66
145
58
85
35
72
250
23
27
131
197
508

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

2
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0

4
2
3
6
3
3
4
3
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

4
2
3
5
3
3
2
3
2
1
3
2
2
3
2
2
2
2

$4,200,000 
$475,000 
$9,795,000 
$7,130,000 
$6,000,000 
$3,850,000 
$2,975,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,150,000 
$1,000,000 
$950,000 
$795,000 
$710,000 
$659,000 
$585,000 
$470,000 
$340,000 
$325,000 
$200,000

KeyRealEstate

500 HARBOR POINT RD
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Send us your best thoughts...
letters@lbknews.com

Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

KeyCrossword

Assistant City Manager
City of Venice

Congratulations
To: City of Venice Assistant Manager James Clinch
I was thrilled when I saw your appointment as Town 

Manager in the Herald Tribune this morning. Congratulations! 
Look forward to seeing you at many FLC events in the com-
ing years.

BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Celebrating Sewer Department 
Achievements & Recognizing 
Outstanding Crews

To: Sarasota City Mayor Liz Alpert
I am proud to write to you on behalf of the City of 

Sarasota’s Sewer Department to highlight our team’s accom-
plishments so far this year. Under the exceptional leadership 
of our supervisor, Torrance, our department has continued to 
ensure the smooth and efficient operation of our sewer sys-
tems—work that may not always be visible but is absolutely 
vital to the health and functionality of our city. 

This year, our crews have tackled extensive maintenance, 
emergency repairs, and infrastructure improvements with 
professionalism and dedication. Their hard work prevents 
disruptions and protects our community’s sanitation and 
environmental well-being. 

I’d like to take a moment to recognize our outstanding 
Crew Leaders—Patrick, Richard, and Roson—for their tire-
less efforts in guiding their teams and maintaining high stan-
dards. A special shout-out goes to Patrick’s crew, who have 
consistently gone above and beyond: 

- Jesse – Skillfully operating the Vaccon truck, keeping our 
lines clear. 

- Shannon – Managing the dump truck with precision and 
efficiency. 

- Chris – Handling the utility truck and supporting critical 
operations. 

- Isaac – Expertly operating the excavator machine for 
complex tasks. 

This team exemplifies dedication, teamwork, and pride in 
their work. Their efforts ensure that Sarasota’s sewer systems 
remain reliable, safeguarding public health and the environ-
ment. 

While our work may not always be glamorous, it is essential 
to the daily lives of our residents. We are honored to serve 
Sarasota and contribute to its continued success. Thank you 
for your support of our department and the critical services 
we provide. 

Christopher Purdy
Maintenance mechanic 1
Sarasota Sewer Department 

City of Sarasota Sewer Department
To: Christopher Purdy
Great news this morning! Can we leverage this regarding 

Ohana?  Thank you to all of you for your work for the city 
day in and day out. I am so grateful we have such a fantastic 
staff! Thanks for letting me know.

Liz Alpert
Mayor
City of Sarasota

Grant Drive, Lido Key
To: Sarasota City Mayor Liz Alpert
Time permitting, please give me a call. I am on a job site 

this morning but plan to be in the office all afternoon. Wish 
to discuss a solution for the parking on Grant Drive on both 
holidays, and weekends.  This situation has escalated out of 
control.

You could never get a fire truck down our street on a holi-
day or weekend.  I am not sure all of the EMS vehicles could 
get down the street, either.

The mailman cannot deliver mail as almost mailbox is 
blocked.

Driveways are partially blocked making it very difficult to 
maneuver out of many of the driveways. People are parking 
their vehicles on the homeowner’s property.

I suspect you are aware of these concerns and if not, Officer 
Trip Swank can validate the these concerns.  He has been with 
the Sarasota Police Department for twenty plus years and he is 
keenly aware of the aforementioned.  I discussed this smatter 
with him on April 19th over the Memorial Day weekend, at 
length.

William D. Pigozzi
American Development & Construction, Inc.
Longwood, Florida

Grant Drive, Lido Key
To: Bill Pigozzi
I am copying the interim city manager and deputy city 

manager so that they can address this situation with you.
Thanks for contacting me.
Liz Alpert
Mayor
City of Sarasota
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Ads that work...     ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher 
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

The one handed backhand is a beautiful classic shot, but 
in today’s modern game with the advancement in power and 
spin, the one handed backhand is becoming more and more 
extinct as the primary backhand. 

If you look at the current top men’s 
players most have two handed  back-
hands:  Djokovic, Medvedev, Zverev, 
Rublev, Nadal, Berrettini, Ruud, 
Monfils, Isner, and Korda. On the 
women’s side there are:  Serena and 
Venus Williams, Barty, Pliskova, 
Osaka, Raducanu, Kerber, and Halep.  
The majority of today’s players are 
going the two handed backhand route, 
but with the one handed slice for diver-
sity and emergencies. 

I generally advise and coach most of my players to have a 
two handed backhand with very few exceptions. There are also 
many players I have transitioned from a one handed to a two 
handed backhand because they were no longer improving, 
couldn’t compete at the next level, or were starting to find 
their opponents picked on their backhand. Another reason 
people sometimes switch to a two handed is tendonitis. The 
one handed backhand can be harder on the arm and elbow as 
it is doing most to all of the work and never getting a break. 
The two handed backhand (for a right handed player) is left 
hand dominant so it helps spread the usage between arms. 

The main advantages of the two handed backhand are 
power, consistency, and the ability to disguise the shot. In my 
opinion the only negative of the two handed backhand is that 
it requires more footwork. Extremely low or high shots can 
be more difficulty with a two handed backhand, but hitting 
high backhands in general is one of the most difficult shots to 
conquer regardless. 

The major benefits of the one handed backhand are diver-
sity (slice and topspin) and reach. A one handed backhand 
can help you get out of trouble if you can’t reach a ball and it 
can also help you block or chop the ball defensively if you are 
being overpowered. Many people find the one handed back-
hand more aesthetically pleasing than the two handed back-
hand. I find with perfect technique the one handed backhand 
looks more artistic while the two handed looks more athletic. 
There are many beautiful one handed backhands out there:  

Federer, Tsitsipas, Dmitrov, and of course you always have to 
mention Steffi Graf. Steffi can be used as a perfect example 
of how the game has evolved.  She had one of the best one 
handed backhands of all time (slice) and in her later years 
really tried to add top spin.  

My best advice for everyone is to have both backhands. You 
want to have diversity and lots of tricks up your sleeve. Both 
shots have advantages and your opponent and the shots they 
hit can often help you decipher what you need to hit back. 
If you were my client I would look at your current backhand 
and evaluate it. If it is fluid and you have the ability to slice 
and rip the ball then I wouldn’t change it. But if you aren’t as 
consistent as your forehand, you are getting overpowered, or 
you cannot put the ball away then you need to think about 
adding the two handed backhand to your game. 

Jackie Bohannon is the Director of Tennis at the Bird Key 
Yacht Club.BOHANNON

BreakPoints
Both backhands should be your goal

Long-time tennis pro and recently-named America’s Top 
Coach Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, technique, men-
tal game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

news@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best question!
I started off with a one handed backhand, but I’m curious do you generally 

advise learning a two-handed? What are the advantages and disadvantages?

JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@lbknews.com
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

JOIN US 
at Whitney Beach Plaza 
for Summer Night Out 

Mingle, Shop, Sip & Savor!
Thursday June 19 , 4 - 6 p.m.  

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

ROSA TORRES, OWNER

941-536-6372
epichomecareprovider@gmail.com

•Personal Care

•Respite Care

•Alzheimer’s Care

•Light Cleaning

•Med Administration

•Meal Preparation

•Errands & More

 

SERVICES

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!
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941-320-1120 •  beachlimosfl.com

Experience first-class luxury transportation     AIRPORT, MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, NIGHTS OUT, SPECIAL EVENTS AND MORE!
                             RELIABLE  •  SAFE  •  LICENSED • INSURED

I’m Chris Pinto, and together with my wife, Tiana, we’ve been happily 
serving Long Island, New York, for the past 20 years. We recently moved to 
Sarasota with our four adorable puppies, and we’re beyond excited to bring 
our passion for service to your community!

Pd by CSTF

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Until a few years ago we knew Malbec either as one of the wines that Bordeaux winemakers 
could, according to the strict standards of that appellation, 
blend with Cabernet Sauvignon or Merlot to add an inky 
purple depth of color and taste to fine Bordeaux wines. Or as 
a single varietal star from the Mendoza Valley of Argentina. 

Our world view changed after being invited to a tasting 
arranged by winemakers in the Cahors region of France. 
Turns out that Malbec has had a leading role in Cahors, in 
contrast to its bit parts in Bordeaux, since the heydays of the 
Roman Empire; that is, until around 1877 when the grape-
vine disease phylloxera devastated Malbec vines as well as all 
other grape stocks in France. Fortunately for the Malbec vari-
ety, clones of the grape had made their way to the Americas 
at least a decade earlier. There the vines found a welcoming 
landing in the higher elevation, warmer, sunny, and windy 
plains of the Mendoza Valley, where it thrived and evolved.

The Cahors eventually restored the vineyards of Cahors 
with phylloxera-resistent Malbec cuttings repatriated from the Americas. In the twenty-first 
century, the elegant and austere Malbec from the Cahors now competes with better known 
wines from the Bordeaux.

The vineyards in the Cahors have, unfortunately, lost their brand. Argentina produces huge 
volumes of fruit-forward, hot (as in high proof ) Malbec at lower prices than typical Cahors 
Malbec. Seventy-five percent of world Malbec production now comes from Argentina, eighty-
five percent from Mendoza.

An interesting Cahors wine nonetheless offers great value and quality. The Chateau 
LaBarrade 2017 Malbec has a sale price under $10 per bottle at local ABC stores. Our som-
melier, the Director of the Greater Washington Wine School, Jane Hermansen, rates this wine 
as comparable to much more expensive wines from the Bordeaux region.

Compare it to the Casa Natal 2015 Argentine Malbec ($17, rated 93/100 points by James 
Suckling). It has more fruit flavors up front, but less structure and depth. The 2014 Domiciano 
from Mendoza in Argentina ($20), recommended by Autumn Howard of LBK Liquors, has 
structure and depth mellowed by age in the bottle. It pairs well with foods such as empanadas, 

Cuban sandwiches, and grilled pork. This 
wine fits the profile of a Cahors Malbec bet-
ter than that of Malbec from the new world.

The tale of the two Malbecs has its own 
twists and turns. Malbec has thrived in two 
areas that have very different soil, tempera-
tures, aridity, winds, and sunlight. Disease-
resistant clones, irrigation, and cultivation 
techniques have played roles in its success. 
The vintages of Malbec have a critical role 
in taste and nose of the three bottles featured 
here. Pay heed to the vintages on the labels. 

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise 
in econometrics, data science and epidemiol-
ogy to help develop research databases for the 
Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, 
the Department of Agriculture, and Health 
Resources and Services. He has visited premier 
vineyards and taste wines from major appella-
tions in California, Oregon, New York State, 
and internationally from Tuscany and the 
Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in 
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New 
Zealand. Currently he splits time between 
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. 
Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list 
for a restaurant shortly after graduating from 
college with a degree in Mathematics. He has 
extensive service and management experience 
in the food and wine industry. Family and 
friends rate him as their favorite chef, bar-
tender, and wine steward. He lives in Severna 
Park, Maryland.

The tale of two malbecs
The tale of the two Malbecs has its own twists and turns. Malbec has thrived in two areas that 
have very different soil, temperatures, aridity, winds, and sunlight. 

BEACH VIBES?  Check     PRIME LOCATION? Check
HIGH END RENOVATIONS all completed in 2025? Check, Check & Check!

SIESTA BEACH  •  5108 SAINT ALBANS AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34242
3BR/3.5BA  •  1,767 SF  •  $1,050,000

  Contact:  Brad Wallace, Realtor  (407) 375-5994 
       WEMERT GROUP REALTY LLC

Whether you are looking to settle in 
full time or score an amazing SHORT 
TERM RENTAL/VACATION HOME, this 
one is a MUST SEE! Fresh, modern and 
full of character! The location? Out of 
this world! 
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This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.    

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION
No Realtor has listed or sold more Longboat Key Properties

LBK YACHT & TENNIS CLUB  •  $869,900
4215 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #103

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  •  1,497 SF  •  Furnished

MARINA BAY  •  $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA  •  2,830 S • Updated

COREY’S LANDING  •  $1,149,000
3467 BYRON LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2.5BA  •  2,227 SF  •  2 Car Garage

GRAND BAY  •  $1,845,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,250 SF  •  Furnished

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1,849,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  2,865 SF  •  Updated

MARINA BAY  •  $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA  •  3,825 SF 

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,590 SF •  Updated  •  Boat Dock

EN PROVENCE  •  $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA  •  3,800 SF • Gulf Front Terrace

PLAYERS CLUB  •  $795,000
1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #205

LONGBOAT KEY, FL  
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,569 SF  •  Gulf Front

BEACHPLACE - $939,000
1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #503

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,503 SF  •  Gulf Front Community

NOW SOLD

HARBOR OAKS  •  $799,000
2155 HARBOURSIDE DR., #804

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
 3BR/2BA  •  2,000 SF  •  Furnished  •  Renovated

EMBASSY VILLAS  •  $649,000
800 S. BLVD. OF THE PRESIDENTS #19

SARASOTA, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,090 SF  •  Frequent Rental Potential

ATRIUM  •  $799,000
2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #617 

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA • 2,105 SF • Furnished • Walk-Down to Bay

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS • $1,500,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  •  1,458 SF  •  Gulf & Bay Views

NOW SOLD

JUST LISTED

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $949,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #36N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
 2BR/2BA  •  1,235 SF  •  Gulf Front
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