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The soul of Sarasota
architecture has
long followed two
traditions: ornate
replicas represenl‘-
ing the greatest hits
of Italian villas and
its very own Mid-
Century Modern
aesthetic.

The former is embodied in the
most expensive listing to hit the
Sarasota market, a $28.35 million
mansion estate adorning 160-feet
of Bayfront adjacent to the Field
Club on Sarasota Bay.

The property located at 1310
South Lake Shore Drive is a four

bedroom, six bath, 9,225 square
foot home which was originally

o

- e

gist Dr. Gene Myers. Myers bought  Italian architect Andrea Gallo.
the 1.3-acre lot in 1990 for $700,000 The owner and Gallo visited

built by the owner, local cardiolo- and undertook the renovation with  different locations in Italy finding

Sarasota Bay water unsafe
for swimming recreating
following impact from Debby

The good news is the northern bay near Palma Sola in
Manatee County as well as south to Bird Key Park and
the southern end of Longboat Key are considered “safe.”

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Mote Marine and most recently the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program have found dangerously high levels of bacte-
ria and low levels of life-supporting oxygen in Sarasota Bay instigated by Tropical Storm Debby.

Just last week, Estuary Program Director David Tomasko said that four weeks after the storm, the open waters
of Sarasota Bay to Siesta Drive to Venice Inlet “are out of compliance for fecal indicator bacteria, and should not
be considered safe for recreational activities, such as swimming, jet skiing, wakeboarding, or any activity that
could involve the participant accidentally ingesting water through their mouth or nose or entry of water via cut
or scrape.”

This very unglamorous finding is followed by Tomasko in his report with a dirty laundry list of likely sources
that include human sewage, bird and dog feces that was washed from the storm into the bay, and even decompos-
ing seaweed. He noted that most of the human health risk from sewage contamination is from viruses which the
National Institute of Health (NIH) confirms.

And then there is a compounding effect. Low levels of oxygen in the bay translate into a dying off of clams, fish
and stingrays that then contribute to the bacterial load.

The good news is the northern bay near Palma Sola in Manatee County as well as south to Bird Key Park and
the southern end of Longboat Key are considered “safe” according to the Florida Department of Health. Tomasko
suggests the safest place to recreate until the water naturally circulates is in the Gulf of Mexico and on the Gulf
beaches. The absolute worst place to swim, which should be intuitive, is by a storm drain, a dead end canal or a
boat ramp.

Mote Scientist Dr. Emily Hall says, “Preliminary findings suggest that the storm (Debby) has had significant
impact on water quality in Sarasota Bay. We are particularly concerned about the high nutrient and low dissolved
oxygen concentrations, which could have serious implications for marine life in the affected areas.”

Turtles take a hit

In addition to the up to 18 inches of rainfall, the region experienced during Tropical Storm Debby, high tides
and powerful waves washed out about 42 percent of the 2,958 nests that were bustling with hatchlings and eggs.
As of last week, just over 1,100 active nests remained on the beach.

See Bay Water, page 2

Local cardiologist Dr. Gene Myers. Myers bought the 1.3-acre lot in 1990 for $700,000

inspiration in villas. If they found
an element that resonated, they

See Villa, page 2

NewsWorthy

Eagleton Appointed
Tennis Director at
Longboat Cedars
Tennis Club

Cedars Tennis Club appointed
John Eagleton as the new Tennis
Director at Cedars Tennis Club.

Eagleton, a former top-ranked
junior player and a four-time All-
American at the University of
Miami, brings experience spanning
over three decades. As a certified
ATP Tour Professional and USPTA
Pro, John has coached athletes at
every level, from beginners to col-
lege athletes and ATP professionals.

“I'm thrilled to join Cedars Tennis
Club and look forward to contrib-
uting to the community here at
Longboat Key,” said John Eagleton.
“Together with the talented team
at Cedars, we will work to create
an unparalleled tennis experience
that caters to players of all ages and
abilities.”

John’s appointment is also a strate-
gic collaboration with SportsEdTV,
where he serves as Tennis Director
and SportsEdTYV,

a player in online sports educa-

co-founder.

tion, will work closely with Cedars
Tennis Club to introduce content
and training methodologies, help-
ing to promote the club and its
offerings to a wider audience.
Larry Starr, owner of Cedars
Tennis Club, expressed his enthu-
siasm for the partnership: “We are
excited to welcome John Eagleton

See Tennis Pro, page 2
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Sarasota County-based Tervis Tumbler files Chapter 11

Sarasota County-based legacy drinkware company Tervis is filing for bankruptcy. Tervis
announced last Thursday that it plans to file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in order to reorganize
the company for future growth.

Executives cited the rise in other stainless drinkware brands, an ongoing lawsuit with a
supplier, the pandemic and the overall decrease in retail spending as reasons for the decision.

Tervis closed its Osprey distribution facility in early 2024 and has had a tough time subleas-
ing the property.

Along with the reorganization will come layoffs. Tervis says it plans to keep “a core group of
employees in every department.”

Double homicide at Lido rental home

Two co-workers killed each other after an argument at a Lido Key rental property Monday
night, according to multiple reports.

“They were not working on this house, it looks like possibly coming here for work and their
employer had booked them a stay here,” Cynthia McLaughlin, a spokesperson for the Sarasota
Police Department, told Fox 13.

Police responded to the 700 block of S. Boulevard of the Presidents around 9 a.m.

“One of the guests, he ran out of the house,” one 911 caller said. “He had a, looked like a
head, his head was bloody, and he had blood on his shirt. The next clip I have, and the only
other clip I have, is another person came out, and these two got into a fist fight right in front
of our house.”

When they arrived, they found the two victims, a 32-year-old man and a 50-year-old man,
police said.

The Medical Examiner’s Office identified the victims and are notifying their next of kin.

Tennis Pro, from page 1
record and deep understanding of the game make him the ideal leader to take our tennis
program to new heights. With the support of SportsEdTV, we are confident that Cedars will

become a premier destination for tennis enthusiasts.”

Villa, from page 1

brought that design back to Sarasota and had it custom fabricated. Marble, tiles, and roof
materials were shipped from Italy. Other elements are a direct descendant of Italian construc-
tion including Venetian plaster walls, 23-karat gold leaf and hand-painted frescos, Roman
columns, coffered ceilings, and custom moldings throughout the home.

This tradition of replicating Italy harkens to the City’s first true influencer of design, John
Ringling, and his elaborate Ca’ d’Zan. Ringling built his masterpiece as a winter retreat a few
miles north also on Sarasota Bay.

The exterior of this home, especially the pool area, is inspired directly by Gianni Versace’s
Casa Casuarina in Miami. The entire property is surrounded by a 650-foot wall adding to the
estate-like atmosphere.

Previous record prices include a sale for $20 million in Harbour Acres and with the comple-
tion of the St. Regis Longboat Key the trajectory of real estate values appears ever-ascending,.

Bay Water, from page 1
Why Longboat and Anna Maria Bay waters are clearer...

Tomasko focused much of its sampling on the lower bay from Stickney Point Bridge south
to Venice because as he explains, there is much greater land mass draining into a much smaller
area in the lower bay.

“The ratio between the amount of watershed and the open amount of water is close to ten
times higher in the lower bay than in the upper bay. In the upper bay — except for Palma Sola
Bay — there is a water exchange of about 80 percent after 10 days. In contrast, it takes about a
month for the same amount of water exchange in Little Sarasota Bay,” said Tomasko.

In perspective

Scientists are reconstituting the traditional labels of an “once in a century” storm or rainfall
event. Sarasota has had two events in the past two years that have produced rain beyond what
the area stormwater infrastructure was designed to accommodate under the most severe condi-
tions. On June 11 of this year, Sarasota experienced the most intense amount of rainfall it has
recorded for the past 50 years. The local infrastructure is based on a ‘design storm’ of 10 inches
of rain over 24 hours. That amount was far exceeded in both Tropical Storm Debby last month
and Hurricane an in 2022.

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondie Sk | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Rene DiPinto n Schafe 7 Patrick DiPinto Janette Schafer

We are a collaboration of savvy real estate professionals with decades of local experience. We focus on selling exceptional properties located in downtown and on our
local islands. We represent buyers and sellers in our marketplace with a unique viewpoint, as we live in the communities that we sell. This local perspective makes us
experts in our field, allowing us to provide you all the information for you and your family to make the best decision in your real estate endeavor.

120 MAPLE AVENUE | ANNA MARIA

$1,799,500 — West of Gulf Drive $16,995,000 - Under Construction $949,000 — Downtown New Construction
3 Beds 2 Baths 1,764 Sq. Ft. 4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft. 3 Beds 3 Baths 2,532 Sq. Ft.
1 Block to Anna Maria Island Beach 100" of Beachfront Next to Payne Park and The Legacy Trail
Contact: Janette Schafer 954-298-7791 Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180 Contact: Janette Schafer 954-298-7791
John Schafer 954-298-6229 John Schafer 954-298-6229

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY 109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY 4136 HIGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY

$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres $11,750,000 - Under Construction $16,995,000 - SOLD!
5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft. 4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft. 5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach Oversized Deep Water Bayfront Lot 1 Acre Modern Compound
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033 Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

610 YARDARM LANE | LONGBOAT KEY 405 28th STREET | ANNA MARIA ISLAND 5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$4,699,999 - Country Club Shores $3,600,000 - Anna Maria Island $6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres
4 Beds 5 Baths 4,138 Sq. Ft. 5 Beds 4 Baths 3,735 Sq. Ft. Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
Canal Front with Bay Views 80’ of Waterfront w/Private Beach
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto 941-928-2922 Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180 Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

; v g B J g
3621 SAN REMO TER | SARASOTA 1160 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES 2400 EZZZELL CT | PAYNE PARK

$9,750,000 - Under Construction $5,499,000 — New Construction $949,000 — New Construction
5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft. 4 Beds 5.5 Baths 4,000 Sq. Ft. 3 Beds 3 Baths 2,532 Sq. Ft.
400" Wide Bay Inlet Rooftop Terrace and Private Beach Low HOA with Heated Pool & Jacuzzi

Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033 Contact: Steven Moore 401-767-7180 Contact: John Schafer 954-298-6229

THEDIPINTOGROUP

oyees. Coldwell Banker, All ights reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

High Tide

To: Chris Udermann

We left town this morning and I missed getting to your area to observe. Tip, can you send
Chris the info he is asking for. I have been in front of Chris’s house during high tide and also
rain events and it floods during both. The storm drain in this area usually hurts versus helps.
Can we investigate if there are any short term fixes before we improve the whole area. Mike
Haycock

Vice Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

High Tide

To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Mike Haycock

Thanks for sharing Vice-Mayor. I've copied Public Works leadership to review and evaluate
and they’ll be in touch with Mr. Udermann.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

High Tide

To: Chris Udermann

Mr. Udermann, sorry for the slight delay in response.

There is a Duckbill valve that is located in the drainage box at the corner of Russell St and
Bay Side Dr. This is the big concrete box with the manhole cover that collects all the water,
from all the inlets in your area. That old valve is not functioning very well, as you have
observed. In addition we have the reset the pipes that go out into the bay. I am meeting with
a contractor, on Monday that is interested in accomplishing this for us. Prior to my response
to you, I wanted to line something up, so I could respond with a course of action. If, this
contractor does not work out, we will be reaching out to others.

Any pictures you can provide will help in the next steps of the long-term resiliency/drainage
improvements goals that the Town has for the Village and other areas within the Town. We can
use them in the Grant process, both current and future. They help show the nuisance flooding
that we experience. As you are probable aware our Design Consultant (Kimley Horn) recently
had Hyatt Surveying out there to gather data, to support updating the Stormwater Analysis.
This survey data will also be used in the future design/permitting efforts for the phases of the
project that would provide for longer term relief. We have multiple grant applications in
review by the agencies for the Village. If received, they will provide the needed funding the
bring the initial phases through design and construction. I hope this email helps explain some
of the efforts we are taking, both short and long term.

Charles Mopps

Program Manager/Assistant Public Works Director Public Works

Town of Longboat Key

Visit Sarasota County

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons
or www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Growing in _Jesus’ Name

A\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. « 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org

Harry’s Restaurant and Gourmet Deli will be closing
September 3rd and reopening October 3rd
Corner Store Open Daily 7am-10 pm

Book your Special Events and Holiday Parties NOW!
Harry’s Catering or in Harry’s Restaurant

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

Happy September! Hope this month is off to a great start for you and your business.
Below are the July tourism numbers for Sarasota County for July, comparing 2024 to 2023.
Visitors were 149,800 compared to 153,370 in 2023

Visitor direct expenditures were $141,012,900 compared to h$145,328,800 in 2023

Lodging occupancy was 63.6% compared to 68.4% in 2023

Lodging average room rate was $249.80 compared to $242.96 in 2023

There were 267,300 room nights sold compared to 285,500 in 2023

A few notes about this month:

Visitation decreased year over year for July 2024 (-2.3%) and remains lower for the fiscal
year (-8.5%).

Direct spending decreased year over year for the month (-3.0%) and is slightly down for the
fiscal year (-1.5%).

An increase in ADR year over year (+2.8%) and a decrease in occupancy (-7.0%) led to a
mitigated decrease in RevPAR (-4.4%) compared to July 2023.

A shorter length of stay and a larger travel party size resulted in the decrease in visitors being
less than the decrease in room nights.

Fiscal YTD visitation from Canada remains elevated when compared to 2023 (+4.0%).

The Fiscal YTD percentage of visitors from the Midwest and Northeast have increased com-
pared to FY 2023, while the percentages of visitors from Florida and the rest of the Southeast
have decreased.

While we have you via email, we'd like to ask you to save the date of November 19th for our
Annual Indicators and Insights Summit being held at The Ora from 8am — noon. Breakfast
will be served.

You can learn more, and register to attend here: https://visitsarasotacounty.ticketspice.com/
visit-sarasota-county-indicators-insights-summit.

As always, if there is anything you need from us here at Visit Sarasota County, please do not
hesitate to let me know.

Erin Duggan

President/ CEO

Visit Sarasota County

St. Regis sea turtle lighting

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

It appears the St Regis still has lighting issues. White lights in photo from what might be
the Monkey Bar. Photo 7820 is from a nest by Seaplace looking south to white lights. I plan
to attend your commission meeting this coming week.

Cyndi Seamon

Longboat Key Turtle Watch

St. Regis Lighting

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

I know everyone is excited about the opening of the St Regis. It’s received a lot of positive
press in the last weeks. Most of it well deserved. I personally have enjoyed watching the devel-
opment over the past few years.

My concern today is the lack of compliance to turtle season lighting regulations on the part
of the St Regis and Marriott Corporation. Obviously, fining is not an impetus for them to
change their ways. I am disappointed in the St Regis’s lack of respect for the wildlife and the

See Letters, page 6

WILL BE

CLOSED

STARTING

RE-OPENING

HOURS BEGINNING OCTOBER 1ST:

MON - THURS:
NOON -9 PM
FRI & SAT:
NOON - 10 PM

DINNER: 3:30 - 9:00 PM
EARLY DINING & HAPPY HOUR:
3:30 - 5:00
LUNCH RESUMES OCT 15TH
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BEYOND FIRST CLASS™

SEAMLESS EXTRAORDINARY EFFICIENCY

Luxury Ground Transportation Personal Concierge Spend Time Where it Matters

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets. Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned. Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.

The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company. -

All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations
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beach on which theyve chosen to erect their property.
What is being done on the part of the town of Longboat Key to pressure the St Regis to
make the necessary lighting changes? Turtle season goes until October 31.
Has any thought been given to the regulation of lighting when the condo owners move in?
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Dianne Frank
Longboat Key

St. Regis Lighting

To: Dianne Frank

Thank you so much for your letter. I have been frustrated, as well, with the lack of compli-
ance at the St. Regis with the lighting and protection of our turtles. We have been successful in
elevating the issue to the Magistrate who will hear the case next week and can take additional
measures to ensure that this issue is resolved.

Meanwhile, I met yesterday with the management of the hotel and they are working dili-
gently to correct the problems. Our staff has also made themselves available to help them dis-
cern what products are safe for lighting. They are also educating the new owners of the condos
to ensure that no lighting issues will come from these individual residences.

This issue will be resolved. Our turtle protection program is very important to all of us and
we are working hard to educate, not only these new owners, but all of the new property owners
along the beach on Longboat Key.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Red tide mitigation

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

Earlier today, I received a letter from FDEP’s South District Office, that included a per-
mit (FLOA00062) that was issued under Chapter 403, Florida Statutes. Representatives of
Alarivean, Inc. in Scottsdale, Arizona, applied for this permit, with technical (but not finan-
cial) support from the SBEPR.

The permit is for a project that we have referred to as the Magic Jet Ski - Director’s Note:
Red tide mitigation - potential involvement in field trial (sarasotabay.org). While the name
is something we embrace as being self-deprecating, the science and engineering behind the
proposed activity is solid and promising. The permit allows for the testing of a “...mobile sys-
tem that injects nano oxygen and ozone bubble generation vessels into the water to...destroy
harmful algal blooms...”

R¥#N KASHDEN

For Sarasota City Commission - District 2

Vote for a city commissioner who
will give you a voice at city hall!

Ron4residents.com

Paid for by Ron Kashden for Sarasota City Commission - District 2

The permit will allow for the SBEP to work with the folks at Alarivean, Inc. to test a system
that is intended to combine the science behind the mitigation of red tides with an engineer-
ing approach that could — hopefully — provide a benefit that is relevant at management scales.
The background behind this approach goes back almost 50 years, when researchers from the
National Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory in Milford Connecticut used ozone to treat
seawater during a red tide in Tampa Bay (Blogoslowski et al. 1975). At that time, the red
tide organism we now call Karenia brevis was called Gymnodinium breve. Extracts of the red
tide toxin were derived from water samples from Tampa Bay during an ongoing red tide event
with cell counts of around 275,000/L. Extracts for the control were made from the water, and
then injected into laboratory mice, all of which died within 3 ¥ minutes. In contrast, when
water samples with the red tide organism were treated with ozone, and the extract was then
injected into laboratory mice, all the mice lived. The researchers showed that treating a red
tide-infected water mass with ozone deactivated the toxin that the red tide organism produces.

This was not a great surprise to the authors, as they noted that ozone had been used to
sterilize seawater contaminated with human pathogens as far back as 1929 (Voille 1929) and
that ozone was used in shellfish operations that needed to deal with various pathogens and/or
toxins as far back as the early 1970s. In the early 1980s, researchers looked at ozone as a more
environmentally friendly approach to reducing biofouling in pipes and other infrastructure for
power plants, where the default approach had been to use chlorine or chlorinated compounds.
Because of this decades-long interest in ozone as a sterilizing agent for marine waters, there is
a wide variety of toxicity information available for us to work with, to put boundaries on what
might be considered “too much” ozone for non-target species.

In the early 1990s, researchers at the University of Florida (Schneider and Rodrick 1992)
verified that the toxins produced by the red tide organism could be reduced by over 99% after
treatment with ozone. Importantly, these researchers found that ozone not only killed off the
red tide organism, but the toxin itself. After all, what good would it be to kill off the organism
only to have the dead cells dump their toxin into the water column? That’s not the case — both
the organisms and their toxins are reduced by ozone. A follow-up study by researchers at the
University of Florida and Mote Marina Laboratory (Schneider et al. 2003) verified that both
the red tide organism and the toxins produced by the organism were substantially reduced by
ozonated seawater.

So, what is ozone? It is an oxygen molecule (O2) with an extra oxygen atom (O3). When
exposed to seawater, the extra oxygen atom dissociates from the other two oxygen atoms, and
it acts as a strong oxidizing agent, seemingly capable of killing off both the red tide organism
and its toxins — whether inside the cell or in the water column.

This begs the question — if the topic of ozone treatment of red tide is so well researched, why
aren't we using it already to treat red tides? Good question, and the answer seems to be related
to how to make science on a laboratory scale work at a management-relevant scale. And that’s
where the folks at Alarivean are important. We've known that ozone can work to mitigate the
impacts of red tide for almost 50 years, but one of the things that makes this project exciting
is the opportunity to find out if we can produce ozonated seawater at management-relevant
scales.

The engineers and other staff at Alarivean contacted the SBEP about a year ago, with a
proposed project that could potentially create ozonated seawater at rates of 1,000 to 2,000 gal-
lons per minute (gpm) on a mobile platform. That’s a lot of ozonated seawater produced on
a short timescale! And the mobile platform — it's a modified jet ski. Actually, it’s a modified
SeaDoo, because that brand of personal watercraft (PWC) has a closed cooling system, like
the average car. Other types of PWCs might overheat if you drove them through a red tide,
as the high viscosity of such “thick” water reduces heat transfer. Something I learned myself
after running my boat through Tampa Bay during the Piney Point-induced red tide of 2021.
Ozone would be created by using a tank of liquid oxygen and running the outflow across an
electrical discharge. Then the ozonated seawater would be distributed into the water column
via the PWC’s nozzle — the same flow of water that can push a PWC across the water at such
high speeds (thanks to Newton’s Third Law of Motion). The next step is to discharge the
generated ozone gas in the form of nanobubbles.

What's a nanobubble? A very small bubble. Why is this important? Well, if you SCUBA
dive, you know that the rule of thumb is to come up to the surface at a rate no faster than
a dime-sized bubble. Large bubbles migrate upwards at faster rates, leaving you at risk of an
embolism. Extremely small bubbles won’t migrate upwards — they will hang around in the
water column — where theyre needed — and not come up to the atmosphere, where the ozone
would be wasted. Also, it appears that nanobubbles can have negative charges, which will help
them disperse into the water column better.

Will this technique, the “magic jet ski” work? Frankly, we don’t know. But, the science is
solid, the engineering expertise impressed both ourselves and FDEP, and this project has cost
the SBEP nothing to develop. That’s right — no funds were used from SBEP, or the state or

See Letters, page 7
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@icycles

The area’s la tion
of quality electric bicycles.
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your E-bike to match
your riding style.
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the federal government to get this permit. The vessel itself was constructed by the folks at
Alarivean on their own. Why would they do this for free? Well, if it works, and if agencies
want to try it out in their own waterbody, Alarivean would not likely want to continue to run
their operation for free, basically. That’s the business model, and it is not only transparent, it
incentivizes creativity and engineering expertise.

However...SBEP is involved in the permit as a party that is charged with testing the tech-
nique’s efficacy. The permit calls for testing this out in the open waters of Sarasota Bay, with
both a treatment and a control plot. This would not be an aquarium, or even a canal, but the
open waters of the bay. The idea would be that when the next red tide event arises, both the
“magic jet ski” and a regular, unmodified one would head out onto the bay and pilot those
crafts across the water in a pattern similar to each other in areas that would then be sampled.
Samples would be collected to test if there is a difference in the amount of red tide organisms,
red tide toxins, and a suite of indicators to show if there are any adverse environmental impacts.

Currently, we have no red tides in our local waters, and frankly, I think wed all prefer that
this technique never gets tested, because we have to have an active red tide (Karenia brevis levels
higher than 100,000 cells/L) to test this out. But the absence of red tides is unlikely to be the
situation long-term, which is why we are happy that FDEP gave us a five-year window on this
permit. To be clear, we don’t know if this will work, or not. The permit makes it clear that
whatever the results are, the SBEP will inform FDEDP, as well as our Policy and Management
Boards, in a timely manner.

This may or may not work. But if it does, envision this scenario — satellite imagery suggests
a red tide is forming offshore, and field samples verify it is in fact Karenia brevis. Then, the
USF red tide forecasting center tells us that a mass of red tide organisms would be expected to
enter Sarasota Bay via New Pass and Big Pass next Tuesday on incoming tides. If this technique
works, it might be worthwhile sending a magic jet ski or two out to those passes during that
red tide, going back and forth across those passes treating that incoming mass of water at a rate
of 1,000 to perhaps 2,000 gpm.

This is not a remedy for dealing with the excessive nitrogen loads that we deliver to our near-
shore waters that make red tides larger, more intense, and longer-lasting —Director’s Note: Red
tide duration and nitrogen loads (sarasotabay.org). This is a band-aid, basically. But sometimes
you need a band-aid.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Bacteria levels - 4 weeks after Debby

To: Sarasota City Commission, Longboat Key Commission

Just a few minutes ago, I received our results from the latest sampling trip to quantify the
bay’s water quality after Tropical Storm Debby. Similar to after 2022’s Hurricane Ian, we
focused on the lower bay, in part because it is more susceptible to impacts from large rain
events. Why more susceptible? Because there is much more land draining into much smaller
areas of water in the lower bay, compared to the upper bay. The ratio between the amount of
watershed and the amount of open water is close to ten times higher in the lower bay than in
the upper bay. In the upper bay — except for Palma Sola Bay — there is a water exchange of
about 80% after 10 days. In contrast, it takes about a month for the same amount of water
exchange in Little Sarasota Bay.

As a result, and consistent with our Post-Ian sampling effort, we've sampled three locations
in each of the three lower bay segments, three times now. Those dates roughly correspond to
one, two, and four weeks after the passage of the storm. Sampling locations are shown below.

The graph below shows our results, from each location within each bay segment from each
date sampled:

In this part of the bay, the fecal indicator bacteria used (as determined by FDEP) is entero-
cocci, and the appropriate standard for such waters (Class 3 — marine) is 130 / 100 ml. The
red line represents that bacterial threshold. As you can see, there are only two location and date
combinations below that threshold (South Roberts Bay on 8/8/24 and South Little Sarasota
Bay on 8/29/24). All these samples are taken in the middle of the bay — not along the main-
land shoreline. This means that bacteria levels would be expected to be higher still along the
mainland shoreline.

As of now, the open waters of Sarasota Bay from Siesta Drive down to Venice Inlet are out of
compliance for fecal indicator bacteria, and should not be considered to be safe for recreational
activities such as swimming, jet skiing, wakeboarding, or any activity that could involve the
participant accidentally ingesting water through their mouth or nose or entry of water via a
cut or scrape. These arent samples taken by stormwater pipes or in quiescent dead-end canals
— these are out in the open waters of the bay.

There is some good news, in some locations, such as central and south Blackburn Bay. But
these most recent values are higher than week 2 samples in Roberts Bay and north and central
Lictle Sarasota Bay.

This begs the question — where did these bacteria come from? Unfortunately, we dont
know — but that is an important question. This “fecal indicator bacteria” is not restricted to
humans, or mammals or even animals. It can arise from human sewage, but also bird poop
on pilings, dog poop in people’s backyards, but also potentially from grass clippings and oak
pollen (shown to be the case with other FIBs in Florida), or even decomposing seaweed. This
is important, because FIBs like enterococci are not, by themselves pathogenic, or “disease caus-
ing”. Most of the human health risk from sewage contamination is from viruses, and as NIH
has pointed out, “When the source of enterococci to surface waters is not fecal, their presence
may not indicate a health risk.”

See Letters, page 8
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This last point does not mean that the water is safe to go in, because if the bacteria are not
from sewage, but from all the worms and clams and starfish and stingrays that have died in the
lower bay due to the low levels of oxygen we reported in a prior Director’s Note, then it could
still be a problem. You obviously wouldn’t want your kids or grandkids to swim in sewage-
contaminated waters, but you wouldn’t want them to swim in waters where the bacteria were
due to thousands if not tens of thousands of dead fish either, right?

For now at least, please use caution recreating in the lower bay. According to FDOH, every
designated public swimming beach in Manatee County is now considered “safe” for swimming,
including Palma Sola Bay South (Florida Healthy Beaches Program | Florida Department
of Health), although Palma Sola Bay South and Bayfront Park were considered “poor” a few
weeks ago. Likewise, all designated bathing beaches sampled by FDOH in Sarasota County
are considered safe for swimming now, including Bird Key Park and at the southern end of
Longboat Key.

So if you want to go swimming to cool off — go to the Gulf Beaches, or the beaches that
are sampled by FDOH, or go to the open waters of the upper bay. It’s never a good idea to
go swimming along the mainland by a storm drain, or in a dead-end canal or boat ramp or
marina. Sorry, but those will likely never be safe and appropriate places to swim. And after
big rain events like we had in early June and now after Debby, it’s not typically a good idea to
go swimming in the open waters of the lower bay cither. We'll let you know more when we
know more.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Bacteria levels - 4 weeks after Debby

To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Executive Director Dave Tomasko

As always, thanks for this update with a very clear analysis and explanation!
Jen Ahearn-Koch

Vice Mayor

City of Sarasota

Support Services Director

To: Longboat Key Department Directors

Good morning! Hope everyone was able to enjoy the Labor Day weekend.

I wanted to share that I have received notice from Chris Kopp of his intention to step down
from the Support Services Director position and leave the Town of Longboat Key effective
close of business on September 13th. The letter mentions the departure is for personal reasons
which I fully respect. Although a short tenure, I have appreciated all that Chris has done in
his Director role and wish all good things for him as he charts a next chapter.

As to filling the position and, I am reviewing options and will announce a direction shortly.
In the interim period, all of the Support Services functions and reporting responsibilities will
transfer to the Town Manager’s Office effective September 14th.

Please join me in thanking Chris for his service and wishing him well.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

TOTVS - SIMULCASTING
Watch ond wager on
thoroughbred & gteyhound
tracks from acress the country

LIVE ACTION CASH GAMES

TEXAS HOLD 'EM

DAILY & MONTHLY 7 CARD STUD + OMAHA

TOURNAMENTS
VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
SARASOTA, FL 34233 941-355-7744 EXT 1001

SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT
MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM

Longboat Key Beaches

To: Longboat Key Commission

We live in the most amazing, peaceful and naturally beautiful city! First, I would like to say
thank you to the past and current mayors and council members who have worked diligently
to maintain LBK’s vision. We should continue to elect representatives or appoint individuals
who are willing to “do the work” to support the residents and LBK’s vision.

As the city proactively looks to the future, I believe there is only one, all-encompassing issue
that requires continual attention to maintain our quality of life -- preservation of our natural
resources. There are so many facets of this issue but today I would simply like to discuss our
beaches and request that consideration be given to strengthen ordinances in two ways as our
city, county and state welcomes more residents.

1) Property owners in LBK should have priority to our city’s beach access points with a per-
mit parking pass program. There are plenty of public beaches in our and adjacent communi-
ties that provide public restroom facilities (which most of our beach access points do not) and
ample parking. If no restrooms are available, then it should be restricted to resident permit
parking only. Several communities throughout Florida have this permit parking program in
operation.

2) In addition, our city officials should act quickly with the county, state and federal agen-
cies to designate a gulf side swim area that will restrict motorized vessels within ~200ft from
shore from LBK Pass Bridge to the New Pass Bridge. In the past year, we have seen an influx
of motorboats and jet skis running and anchoring very close to shore. These areas are crowded
with residents and visitors swimming, paddle boarding, lounging, fishing, snorkeling and con-
gregating in shallow waters and can be dangerous when jet skis or motorboats come to shore.
Any actions that will damage our ecosystems and not consistent with LBK’s mission should be
restricted and/or “vigorously” managed.

We have seen neighboring cities take action and we should do the same. Thanks for your
consideration.

Deb

Longboat Key

Longboat Key Beaches

To: Deb, Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Thanks for your note. Beaches are a top priority for us on Longboat and we will discuss
your questions when we meet again in September.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key Beaches

To: Longboat Key Commission

Boats continue to anchor on or near shore. I thought they were only allowed to drop off or
pickup? More and more activity is occurring than in previous years.

Last weekend, two different boats anchored up on shore. The boats were pulling out nets.

And Labor Day...three boats anchored offshore on the north end.

Deb

Longboat Key

See Letters, page 12

Got an opinion?

WE WANT TO HEAR IT!

letters@ LBKNews.com

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on, preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237
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415 1L’ Ambiance Drive #A401
Offered at $5,840,000

At L'Ambiance, experience the pinnacle of luxury living! You can have instant enjoyment here to create new everlasting memories in
this Southwest corner residence with an expansive wraparound terrace. Step off your private elevator into your private lobby and revel
in the impeccable design details with epic sunsets. This exceptional home has been meticulously remastered with bespoke finishes,
including all new windows and doors, a new kitchen, and baths. The highly sought-after Royal floorplan includes three generous
bedrooms, an ensuite, a powder room, and an additional bonus room. The residents of L'Ambiance benefit from dedicated concierge
service, a 24-hour staffed guard gate, and access to a lavish Olympic-sized pool overlooking the Gulf. Also, this enclave offers two
Har-Tru tennis courts, a state-of-the-art fitness center, game and billiard rooms, a library, a climate-controlled wine room, and three
guest suites for family or friends. Additionally, this community is small pet-friendly and provides one underground parking spot.
Bonus: we have residence F608 available for assignment.

3500 Bayou Louise Lane
Offered at $10,500,000

Located on the sought-after northern tip of Siesta Key, this exceptional gated estate offers unrivaled forever vistas of the Gulf of
Mexico, the city, moonrise-sunrise, and sunsets. This home boasts 5 bedrooms and 5.5 bathrooms, sprawling across 6,300 sq. ft.
under air. This residence exemplifies luxury at its finest. Featuring a grand 40x20 pool and spa, an elevator, complemented by a
24K boat lift with a 12x20 platform for kayaks or jet skis, perfect for the boating enthusiast. The main level showcases an exquisite
primary suite with sweeping panoramic water views, a warm wood-paneled office with a fireplace, a great room with a fireplace, a
Clive Christian-inspired kitchen, and a guest bedroom. The 2nd level has 3 bedrooms ensuite—additionally, 4-car garage, a gym and
game room. The owner can enjoy access to a beach just steps away, ensuring the ultimate in coastal living.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

JUDY

KEPEC/Z
HAY SZAM
$3.4 Billion Career Sales

| THE WORLD b

= Teah” |
Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com George Judy Kepecz-Hays 0

.
443 John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 941-780-0597 941-587-1700 ' 94-1-376-6411)
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Aug. 30

Boat

2:46 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort while on patrol, was dispatched to a marine
rescue in the area of 2500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. It
was reported that a sailboat was in distress a mile offshore and
was stopped in the water. Officer Mathis and Sgt. Montfort
deployed the Boston Whaler patrol vessel and responded to
the area in the Gulf of Mexico. Officers arrived in the area a
short time later and located a small hobby-craft sailing vessel
approximately a mile offshore. The caprtain of the hobby craft
stated that the wind had stopped and he was unable to get
back to shore. Officer Mathis and Sgt. Montfort escorted him
and the vessel back to shore. The captain said he did not need
medical attention and appreciated the response. Case clear.

Aug. 31

Kayak

11:55 a.m.

Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Spanish Drive North in
reference to an overturned kayak with a person in the water.
While in route, dispatch informed Sgt. Butler that the man
was picked up by a good Samaritan on a nearby vessel and was
no longer in distress. The operator of the kayak was making
arrangements to salvage the kayak. At this time, the kayak is
not a hazard to navigation and is located outside the navi-
gable waterway, east of the intercoastal waterway. Once on
scene, Officer Pescuma observed the Manatee Sheriff’s Office
Marine unit on scene with kayak and they advised that there
were Florida registration numbers on the hull. The kayak has
a small engine with minimal fuel onboard. Case clear.

Rescue

1:50 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to North Shore Road for
a call of a rescue assist. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsaier was
directed to Greer Island beach where he was flagged down by
several people in regards to a patient who was unresponsive
with CPR being performed on him. Officer Ramsaier took
over CPR compressions until Longboat Key EMS arrived on
scene. Shortly after arrival, EMS continued CPR. The man
was removed to Blake Hospital by EMS. Officer Ramsaier
arrived at Blake Hospital with the patient in stable but critical
condition. Officer Ramsaier was tending to the patient and
was met by the persons who had both performed CPR on
the complainant. Officer Ramsaier relieved both attending
persons performing chest compressions. At approximately
1:56 p.m., Sgt. Montfort and Officer Mathis arrived on scene
via marine patrol and assisted in performing CPR. Officer
Ramsaier interviewed one of the individuals who performed
CPR and he said he observed the patient arrive at Greer Island
on his pontoon boat. He saw the man enter the water to
secure an anchor, then heard him then call out “Help.” The
man fell face down into the water. The witness then entered
the water and pulled the patient to shore. The man and the
woman then took turns performing CPR until first respond-
ers arrived. Case clear.

Disturbance

7:45 p.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched to the 1600 block of Gulf of
Mexico Drive in reference to a disturbance at the beach bar.
Upon his arrival, Officer Mathis made contact with a security
staff member who explained that a man who was sitting at
the beach bar for the resort became unruly after being told
he would not be served any more alcoholic drinks. The man
further advised that the man had some inappropriate remarks
towards staff, paid his bar tab then left the property and
walked south on the beach. The security staff was unsure of
the subjects name but provided a description of a 50 year-old
white male in a teal shirt. A canvass of the area was conducted
but the man was unable to be located. Case clear.

Sept. 1

Restaurant

3:56 a.m.

Officer Maple was conducting a business check at 5400
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive and located an unlocked door
at the restaurant. During the check, the side entrance door
was found partially opened. Premises was canvassed for any
signs of criminal activity or forced entry with negative results.
Side door was successfully secured by Officer Maple. Case
clear.

Sept. 3

Parking

11:15 a.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Harbourside Drive for
an abandoned vehicle. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno was
met by the Resort’s Security Officer who advised that a green
Chevy Blazer SUV without a tag that had been parked in the
parking lot for more than a month. Officer Nazareno ran the
vin number and it came back negative as a stolen vehicle and
was not currently registered. Resort security advised that they
will tow the vehicle. Case clear.

Traffic light

2:43 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to Bay Isles Parkway for a
flashing traffic signal. Officer Ramsaier and Officer Pescuma
conducted traffic until Longboat Key Public Works arrived on
scene and corrected the light. Case clear.

Sept. 5
Property
3:06 p.m.

Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Marbury Lane in
reference to property damage to several traffic cones alleg-
edly caused by a blue pickup truck. While in route, dispatch
advised that the blue pickup truck was last seen driving north-
west on General Harris Street. Officer Pescuma then observed
the vehicle that matched the description and tag located at
General Harris Street. Officer Pescuma conducted an FCIC/
NCIC check on the vehicle and it came back to a blue Ford
pickup truck. The owner came back to a pavers company in
Sarasota. Officer Pescuma then made contact with the driver
and advised him the reason for the stop. The man said he was
advised by the homeowner that he ran over two traffic cones
that were at the end of the driveway of his residence. The man
stated he was unaware that he struck them, however provided
the two with his contact information. Officer Pescuma along
with Officer Ramsaier followed up with the complainants
who stated that this is an ongoing issue with construction
works and commercial vehicles that drive on Marbury Lane.
Officer Pescuma asked the complainants if they actually saw
the vehicle striking the traffic cones, however, they stated they
did not, but will review their video surveillance. At the time,
the complainants will work with the complainant to remedy
the civil matter. Case clear.

License

3:30 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier while on patrol was alerted via the target
alert service from a license plate alert notification for a vehicle
with a suspended driver’s license with no insurance on file.
An FCIC/NCIC query was conducted and confirmed as the
registered owner’s driver’s license was suspended and no insur-
ance was on file. The vehicle was located and a traffic stop was
conducted at the 5200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer
Ramsaier made contact with the driver and explained the
reason for the traffic stop being for a suspended license and
no insurance. The driver produced a Florida Driver’s license
and a valid Florida Registration card. Officer Ramsaier asked
the driver if he was aware that his license was suspended. The
driver replied “It's in my house and he was coming home
from work.” Upon receiving license from the driver, Officer
Ramsaier conducted a further NCIC/FCIC check and found
that the driver had a suspended license. Accompanying the
notes was a condition that stipulated he was given a tempo-
rary permit set to expire on Sept. 16. The notes read “permit
issued/no license received.” Driver was unable to produce
any paperwork, temporary license or any document to sup-
port this. Officer Ramsaier asked again if the driver knew his
license was suspended and he replied that he did and that he
was sorry. Driver was cited for driving while license suspend-
ed, revoked, or canceled and no proof of insurance. Case clear.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!

C

10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

- FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP -
(’/ tl

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE

‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM

C

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
5260 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#412 1,453 $650,000 3 3 0 258 $630,000
4239 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#MH]1 1,241 $1,100,000 2 2 0 121 $980,000
1000 LONGBOAT CLUB RD Unit#603 1,409 $1,285,000 2 2 0 92 $1,175,000
549 HALYARD LN 1,594 $2,095,000 3 2 0 45 $2,050,000
- = ﬂ‘ﬂ Sl 55 = ,5‘

549 Halyard Lane on Longboat Key

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER [t TARANTINO
941-685-3590 P 941-893-7203

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

— W e b
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gghEEJRELL 443F John Ringling Blvd. e Sarasota, FL 34236

410 MEADOW LARK DRIVE e SARASOTA, FL e $3,895,000

This well-maintained four-bedroom residence features an open-concept floor plan featuring well-defined areas for easy entertaining. It’s
an ideal floor plan, featuring the primary suite at the back of the home, with access to the pool area and open water views. The home
features many upgrades, including new impact windows, sliders, and doors. Enjoy the boat dock with electricity and water, sailboat-deep
water, a 16,000 |b boat lift, and a floating dock, perfect for the boater who dreams of an active water lifestyle.
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Intergovernmental Relations, Mobility, and Emergency

Management Committee

To: Longboat Key Commission

Good afternoon, Intergovernmental Relations, Mobility, and Emergency Management
Committee. Thank you for requesting to serve on the 2024-2025 Florida League of Cities
Intergovernmental Relations, Mobility, and Emergency Management Committee. FLC
President Michael C. Blake has approved your appointment to the committee, and a confirma-
tion letter will be mailed to your city office.

Attached are three documents:

The committee roster - please review your contact information and let me know if you have
any corrections.

Press release template announcing your appointment (feel free to replace the FLC logo with
your city’s logo).

Schedule and hotel information for the October 4 meeting.

Please email me at Jbranch@flcities.com by October 11 if you wish to propose a legislative
priority for consideration by the committee. Statements should be 75 words or less and in
the following format: “The Florida League of Cities supports ...” Proposed statements must
address a legislative issue of statewide concern that directly pertains to municipal services and
functions. The October 4 meeting packet will be emailed to you one week before the meeting.

Are you a new policy committee member or want a committee refresh? The webinar record-
ing will be sent to all committee members.

2024-2025 Meeting schedule:

First Round of Policy Committee Meetings: Friday, October 4, 2024, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Eastern Time at the Hilton Orlando, 6001 Destination Parkway, Orlando, FL 32819.

Second Round of Policy Committee Meetings: Friday, November 8, 2024, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Eastern Time at the Hilton Orlando, 6001 Destination Parkway, Orlando, FL 32819.
The League will provide hotel room block information at a later date.

Third Round of Policy Committee Meetings: Thursday, December 5, 2024, from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Eastern Time during FLC Legislative Conference at the Hilton Orlando, 6001
Destination Parkway, Orlando, FL, 32819. The League will provide hotel room block informa-
tion at a later date. The legislative priorities will be adopted during the Legislative Conference.
Please let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to seeing you in Orlando!

Jeff Branch

St. Legislative Advocate

Florida League of Cities, Inc.

Budget and millage rates for Sarasota

To: Sarasota City Commission

The Monday, September 16, 2024, Special City Commission Meeting Agenda packet is now
available through your iLegislate app. This meeting is being held for the purpose of Second
Public Hearings Re: The City of Sarasota Proposed FY 2024-2025 Budget and Millage Rates;
and any other matters that may come before the body.

(This meeting will begin immediately at 5:30 p.m.)

Please note that paper packets are available for pickup in the Commission Liaison Office for
those who have indicated a wish to continue to receive them.

| etters

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of further assistance, or if you have any
questions. Thank you. Have a great day!
Shayla Griggs

City Clerk
City of Sarasota

Letter

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I came across this article this weekend and thought of you and your leadership and vision
for the City of Sarasota. This was the first time I'd heard of this incredible story, and I found
the mayor’s words and sentiments below so similar to the message in your letter, I felt I had
to share:

“At his retirement, Wamura stood before village employees to bid farewell: ‘Even if you
encounter opposition, have conviction and finish what you start. In the end, people will
understand.””

While obviously as a city we face much different challenges than this one, I expect we will
look back on your tenure with similar gratitude for the lasting impact and foresight you've had
in your visions and efforts for making it a better place. As a native and parent to the next gener-
ation of Sarasotans, I wanted to get ahead of the curb and go ahead and say “Thank you” now.

Ciera Coleman

Marketing and Outreach Coordinator

City of Sarasota

Letter
To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs

I received permission to share this. I especially love the quote at the end of the article which
was shared below by Ms. Coleman who is from here. Mayor and Commissioners, Charter
Officials and E-Team, please stay focused, and with conviction, please trust and believe in the
work that you are doing today and in what you have accomplished. This will be understood
and appreciated in the end despite the opposition today. I strongly believe this and have wit-
nessed it from my 31 years in this field.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Today’s DRC meeting

To: Sarasota City Vice Mayor Jen Ahearn-Koch

I was glad to see you at today’s DRC meeting. I was disappointed in a few of things.

1) There were a number of people who sent Noah Fossick as well as Shayla Griggs requests
to have the developer and or the city hold an open workshop to discuss this project. Nothing
was mentioned and I believe this project will affect anyone living on the Blvd of the Arts. What
do we need to do to get this done?

2) There has been no mention of a demolition plan. With the Condo on the Bay butting up
to the Hyatt property, we will definitely feel any demolition activity.

3) I was shocked to hear that the “Complete Street Project “ at Blvd of the Arts has reached
the point the area in front of the Hyatt will lose all of the existing Royal Palms and that the
medians will lose their trees/pants and be reduced in size.

I have attended several “idea sessions” where changes were discussed but from today’s DRC
meeting it sounds like plans are firmed up.

Can you give me the person’s name and contact information that is in charge of this project?

Thanks for listening.

Bill Diehl

Sarasota

Today’s DRC meeting

To: Bill Diehl

Nice to see you as well today at DRC. I have copied the City Manager, Deputy City Manager,
and Planning Director on this email to respond to your questions and copy me as well.

Jen Ahearn-Koch

Vice Mayor

City of Sarasota

Today’s DRC meeting

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Noah was supposed to have put a comment suggesting a voluntary CW. It doesn’t appear
to be on the comment memo. I will make sure he reaches out to the applicant to suggest that.

Lucia Panica

Development Service Director

City of Sarasota

See Letters, page 15

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200
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WineTimes

Carolina in my Mind and on the Palatte

The combination of pleasant wines, music, food truck specialties, and the attractive estate has
all the elements needed for a enjoyable afternoon of wine tasting.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

With the advent of the hurricane season on the East Coast,
wild fires in the dry heat of California, tornadoes and floods in
between, and election fever
gripping the nation, James
Taylor’s Carolina In My
Mind beckons wine tourists
to the cool air of the Blue
Ridge in the Western North
Carolina mountains.

During the current week
in September, dry air with
high temperatures in the
high 60’s and low 70’s, and
lows around 20 degrees cool-
er, offer an escape from late
summer heat. In the vicinity
of the Linville Gorge, billed
as the Grand Canyon of the East, tourists enjoy golf, hik-
ing, fishing, tennis, the vistas overlooking the Gorge, and, at

the boutique Pineola resort, three inviting pickle ball courts
alongside a party deck off the Taproom.

A few miles from the Pineola, tourists interested in wine will
find the Linville Falls Winery, a family-owned vineyard with
an exceptional tasting room and music venue. Locals recom-
mended Linville Falls as the best of the vineyards in the area.

Jack Wiseman, the person who founded the winery and
continues as its proprietor, has truly made it a family enter-

prise. His daughter Linda Wiseman manages the tasting room
and trains the wine stewards who assist customers. Three
of Jack’s grandchildren work in the winery. Granddaughter
Jessica Boone, an artist, designs wine bottle labels using
watercolor proofs and works as a winemaker alongside Jack.
Her husband, Bruce Daniels, leads work in the vineyard.
Granddaughter Lindsay Wiseman, WSET Level 2 certified,
manages wine club events and marketing. Grandson Jacob
Wiseman, who contributed a wealth of detail for this article,
has taken responsibility for the music, food trucks, and cus-
tomer experience.

The Linville Falls tasting room offers two ounce pours of
four wines for $14 and five wines for $16. We tried the uno-
aked Chardonnay; the Sauvignon Blanc; the off-dry Trillium,
dominated by Riesling; the Petite Verdot, and the Cabernet
Sauvignon. The fresh and simple NC dry whites had none
of the vegetal green tastes that taint many East Coast whites,
and the sweet estate-grown Riesling, Traminette, and Gruner
Veltliner Trillium blend appeals to the many who ask for sweet
wines. The Petite Verdot has less of the intense flavors of the
variety as grown in Bordeaux and California, more like a
lighter Italian red, and the Cabernet seemed targeted to wine
drinkers who only drink Cabs. The combination of pleasant
wines, music, food truck specialties, and the attractive estate
has all the elements needed for a enjoyable afternoon of wine

k‘f\

el
Jack Wiseman, founder of Linville Falls Winery

tasting.

The really interesting story, it seems to us, revolves around
Jack Wiseman. He acquired a taste for fine wine after leaving
Western North Carolina to serve in the military in Korea and
spending time in Northern California near the Napa Valley.
He returned to Charlotte NC and with his wife operated a
successful business. During that time he bought farms near
where he grew up, and some fifty years ago returned to the

Blue Ridge area to develop Fraser fir Christmas tree farms.
Eventually he began planting grapes on his farms and, at
the age of eighty, opened the Linville Farms Winery. He has
expanded the winery into a thriving tasting room and outdoor
venue for music events, and at the age of ninety-two operates
the business with the help of his daughter, son-in-law and
three grandchildren.

Grandson Jacob Wiseman sees the potential of Western
North Carolina as a recognized wine region. Finding the best
grape varieties for the climate and terrain remains a challenge.
In the short term the tasting room and weekend events will
pay the bills and support development of a world class vine-
yard.

S.W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy the Ribera del Duero in
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the
Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand's Circle
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in
Severna Park, Maryland.

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we
make your experience better and easier.

WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU

the home of your dreams

—

U

LIDO KEY SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

LARSONG

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®

REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228
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Business Directory

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN’'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

Mes Zesthelics
weldness

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA! '

e Direct Primary Care

e Weight Management 0
e Anti-Aging Care FI’E‘Sh AII’
* Now Offering: The HydraFacial and

Dr. Nathalia Mesa Exercise?

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
e CHANEL
¢ JIMMY CHOO

941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

* JOHNNY WAS
e HERMES

Scan Our Free Guides

Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront,
and the Gulf Islands

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110 ¥
Bradenton, FL 34210

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 * Sarasota

BESIDE TRADER JOE'S
941.702.8159

Hablo espariol

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE

Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota

Errands + Meal Prep « Grocery Shopping
Private Care * Appointments » Event Outings
Companionship + Med Reminders
Hospital Sitting «+ Emotional Support
Light Housekeeping * Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040
www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 _
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

LONGBOAT KEY e SARASQ
LAKEWOOD RANCH

S | S
I-\§S|st1ng Buyers, Sellers, and Inv

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES  Aitresmers seters o e e

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY {/, B <

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE 13
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901 W &
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER /

SteffsStuffLBK.com

LEIGHTON ALLENBY
REALTOR®

239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby. el e

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEE:sEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNON  387-9807

NEW CLIENT
SUMMER SPECIAL
20% OFF MANI / PEDI

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

° Massage

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

GMD

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Letters, from page 12

Tree Canopy Funds Transfer

To: Sarasota City Mayor Liz Alpert

I was able to watch much of the city commission meeting
yesterday and first want to say I was pleased on the positive
outcome of the Colson Hotel discussions. Fingers crossed
that an ownership and a rehabilitation plan for the building
is determined soon.

I do need to ask for clarification on the remarks made
about the funds transfer out of the tree canopy program. Did
I hear correctly that the funds will somehow be placed back
into this important project? It is more apparent than ever,
after a couple of very hot summers, replacing and adding high
quality canopy trees to the city is key in helping to moderate
the urban heat island effect.

Christopher Naese

Sarasota

Tree removal Ecopro

To: Sarasota City Development Services Director Lucia
Panica

If trees are being removed under 163.045ES. the owner
simply has to possess the documentation from their certified
arborist or licensed landscape architect. There is no require-
ment to display or produce the documents upon request,
even for the city. We do encourage those companies using the
law to provide us a copy prior to the work being done or have
a copy onsite while performing the work in case anyone has
questions. Again, while we encourage these practices there
is no requirement for the documents to be produced upon
request. Lastly a permit is not required to trim trees in the
City of Sarasota.

Donald Ullom, Senior Arborist, City of Sarasota

Tree removal Ecopro

To: Sarasota City Assistant Manager Pat Robinson

I went to the site on Monday. I briefly chatted with the
crew of the tree company, specifically with Chris. He was very
polite to me. When I arrived, I was happy to see the Slash
Pine standing. The large (invasive, I think) tree had already
been removed. I was joined by the Neighbor who alerted me
to the situation.

I politely asked Chris for the permit to remove the invasive
as I did not see one displayed and was assured it was requested
and received from the City but that I would not be able to
see it, as it was on the phone of the tree trimmer. When I
showed him the text that required a permit for an invasive
be obtained and displayed, he respectfully responded that
he did not have to share that and did not have to answer to
citizens, but only to his director. When I explained that it is
in the best interest of the tree company and the neighbor-
hood to display the permit, so that everyone is aware of the
situation, he agreed. When I asked to see the permit, he did
not comply. I didn’t argue or discuss further. I left. Perhaps I
have mis-understood the ordinance, so pleas clarify if I have.

Longboat Rew News
Sarasota City Ncws

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200

www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
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Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

In any case, I have no doubt that the Slash Pine was beau-
tifully trimmed and am thrilled it was not removed. I am,
however, concerned about not displaying the permit of tree
removal / trimming permit as it causes consternation for all
parties. Clarity on a solution would be welcomed.

Jen Ahearn-Koch, Vice Mayor, City of Sarasota

Tree removal Ecopro

To: Sarasota City Vice Mayor Jen Ahearn-Koch

Reference the tree issue on Waldemere. The removal meets
the criteria set forth by Florida State Statute. Also if you
have citizens that suspected noncompliant tree work they can
contact Code compliance by the number and website below.

“Citizens can report a suspected violation by calling Code
Compliance Monday — Saturday 8 a.m. -5 p.m. (M-F 941-
263-6417, Saturday 941-894-2790) or online anytime here
hteps://ftgportal.sarasotafl.gov/Common/Login.aspx 7 The
concerned party can also report it on our “Click 2 Fix” app on
iPhones and Android cell phones.

Pat Robinson, Assistant City Manager, City of Sarasota

Arlington

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown, Assistant City
Manager Pat Robinson

I hope your day is going well. I just want to clarify a com-
ment that was made by Mr. Grant. Mr. Grant has been amaz-
ing to work with at Arlington, and his comment, as always,
was in support of Parks and Recreation. Arlington’s heater/
chiller system has been maintained by pool contractors. There

were no major issues with the heater/chiller system. This may
be a bad analogy but think of the maintenance for the heater/
You
have been diligent with the preventative maintenance of your

chiller system like preventative vehicle maintenance.

vehicle as you continue to get regular oil and filter changes,
tire rotations, changing brakes, etc. Then, one day you get
up to go to work and your car doesn't start. This could be
a simple maintenance repair or a major maintenance repair.
For Arlington, this was a major replacement of the heater/
chiller system.

The public is not always aware of the many moving parts in
Parks and Recreation, and regular maintenance plays a major
role in our day-to-day operations.

Parks and Recreation is unable to move forward with the
Nature Park Design, along with other important park and
recreational facility projects due to an unforeseen failure of
Arlington’s heater/chiller system. If the unforeseen failure of
Alington’s heater/chiller system did not occur, then Parks and
Recreation would be able to move forward with the Nature
Park design, along with other important park and recreational
facility projects.

I'm unable to recall a time that Parks and Recreation did
not receive necessary resources from current and former
Commissioners.  Our Commissioners, Mr. Brown, Mr.
Robinson, Ms. Griggs, Mr. Fournier, and Residents continue
to support Parks and Recreation when it comes to resources
needed to perform our duties and responsibilities for our
amazing City.

Jerry Fogle, Parks and Recreation Director, City of Sarasota

Crossword

Edited by Linda and Charles Preston

Color Captions
ACROSS 1

2 [3 |4 |s e [7 [8 [ [0 1 [z |13 |14 15 [16 |17
1 Fragrance base 18 9 53
6 Aegean isle
11 “Shane” star 23 24 26
15 Benevolent
brother 27

18 Insect stage

19 Actress Leachman
21 Israeli port

22 Easyas ___

23 Aristocratic
intellectual

27 Inflames
28 Green

29 Jalopies
30 Kindled
31 Mister, in Mainz
32 “The___ "

33 Office worker's

wear
39 Mil. school

41 Gallant musketeer
45 Assistant

46 Bahrain export

47 Family outcast
49 Slammin’ Sam

51 ___ Pasha:
Egyptian viceroy
1863-79

53 Frenzy

54 ‘Do say.."

55 Kite's org.

56 ___-Tin-Tin
58 European capital

123 124

59 Ind. mediator
60 Kill or joy lead-in

127 128

61 Anti-union canine?

64 James ___
philanthropist

66 Fred's dancing
sister

67 Billed and cooed

69 Sugar pill

72 Paisley people

75 Sailing

77 Goof off

81 Crones

82 Tom Hanks film

84 ___ Rabbit

86 Confusion

87 Demure

88 Augment

89 Auction

90 Public house

92 Castor and Pollux

113 Tibet's locale

114 Lured

120 Influential senior

123 Seadog

124 ___ out: endured

125 Panic

126 Burma’s neighbor

4127 Fr. holy woman

128 Winter weather
word

129 Prepared

130 Jones or Stengel

20 Litigant

David

o4 Tenderfeet 31 Legendary Bears’
97 Environment: DOWN coach
comb. form 32 Statuette for Streep
98 Pot siarter 1 Between B.C. and 33 Shori-tempered
99 Intuit Sask. 34 Depend on
100 Brandy gr. 2 Soft mineral 35 Perfect
101 Lunch toter 3 ___-blue: faithful 36 Kind of party
105 Singerfrom 4 State 37 ___ Gatos: health
Nigeria 9 Hoi polloi resort
107 Nashville music 6 Diva Renata 38 French porcelain
hall 7 Healing plant 40 Water buffalo
109 Wilder's "___ 8 London teenagers 42 Toss
Town” 9 Sphere 43 Estonian island,

110 Singer Neil 10 Scout’s stablemate

11 Bringing up the rear 44 Steeple
12 Perform

13 Overwhelm

14 Take away

15 Majestic

16 Cuff connection
17 Hogsheads

24 Secular

25 Flynn, of films
26 Actor Brian or

German style

125 126

129 130

91 Hassle
93 Droll one
95 Attempt
86 "Marriageisa ___
Cervantes
101 Stiff drink
102 Public officer
103 Totally defeat
104 Semetic language
106 Pythias's pal
108 1/8th gallon
110 NCOs
111 Part of QED
112 Defy danger
113 Over again
114 Indian tourist town
115 Walked on
116 Last Supper
depiction
117 Little ones
118 Buffalo's waterfront
119 6/6/44
121 Wedding words
122 Before poetically

47 Short single

48 Soviet police

50 Fumbles

51 __ -Chinese

52 Feeling poorly
57 Jima

60 Repute

62 WWI| vessels

63 Wild asses

65 “Toledo” painter
66 Head monk

68 Notes outstanding
70 Scots’ family group
71 Teacher's deg.
72 Fetches

73 Core group

74 Poet Nash

76 Macaw

78 Baker's topping
79 French tale

80 Bandleader Kay
82 Humbug!

83 aParade”
85 Eachand __ :all
89 Court wear
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS

3BR/2BA ¢ 1,198 SF ¢ Gulf to Bay community 2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Open Floor Plan e Covered Parking Space
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

\' 5 . | \;‘\ oy

THE MEADbWS e 4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14 ¢ SARASOTA CUNTRY cLuB SHES ° 180 EY E ° LNGOAT KEY WEST OF TRAIL ¢ 1886 PROSPECT STREET ¢ SARASOTA
2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA » 2,050 SF e Updated ¢ $499,000 2BR+DEN/2BA ¢ 2,180 SF ¢ Furnished ¢ $950,000 4BR/4BA ¢ 3,444 SF e Built in 2016 ¢ $2,699,000
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
GROUP
BANKER
« OVER $110 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
« TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE - 2023
e« TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION
e« TOP FLORIDA 100 REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER
Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com g
3
<
CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318 BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.
The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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