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Bishop Charles Harrison Mason 
Founder, Senior Bishop and First Apostle 



Bishop Charles Harrison Mason was the founder and first Senior Bishop of the Church of God in 
Christ (COGIC), presently the largest African-American Pentecostal church in the United States. 

Born to former slaves Jerry and Eliza Mason in Shelby County, Tenn., on Sept. 8, 1864, Mason 
worked with his family as a sharecropper and did not receive a formal education as a child. But at 
an early age, he was influenced by his parents’ religion. 

Mason joined the African-American Missionary Baptist Church when he was an adolescent and lat- 
er received his license to preach from the Mount Gale Missionary Baptist Church in Preston, Ark. In 
November 1893, Mason enrolled at the Arkansas Baptist College, but withdrew after three months 
to transfer to the Minister's Institute at the College. He graduated from the Institute in 1895. 

In 1895, Mason met Charles Price Jones, a popular Baptist preacher from Mississippi. Mason and 
Jones soon began preaching the doctrine of holiness and sanctification in the local Baptist churches, 
which led to their expulsion from the Baptist Convention. 

Mason and Jones decided to form a new fellowship of churches. Mason suggested the name Church 
of God In Christ, after what he described as a vision in Little Rock, Ark., to distinguish the church 
from a number of “Church of God” groups forming at that time. 

Due to disagreements in the new Pentecostal teachings, the two men split their group in 1907. Ma- 
son won the legal rights to the Church of God in Christ name and charter, and established his work 
in Memphis. 

After moving the COGIC headquarters to Memphis, Mason established additional departments 
and auxiliaries, created dioceses, and appointed overseers throughout the country. 

In 1945, Mason dedicated Mason Temple in Memphis as the church’s national meeting site and the 
international headquarters of the Church of God in Christ. 

At the time of Mason’s death on November 17, 1961, COGIC had a membership of more than 
400,000 and more than 4,000 churches in the United States as well as congregations in Europe, 
South America, Africa, and Asia. 

Today, it has an estimated 6.5 million members. The church can be found in every state in the Unit- 
ed States and in more than 100 countries around the world. 





Bishop J. Drew Sheard 
Bishop John Drew Sheard was born on January 1, 1959, in Detroit, Michigan, to the late Bishop 
John Henry Sheard and Mother Willie Mae Sheard. He was saved at a young age under the 
pastorate of the late Bishop John Seth Bailey and later acknowledged his call to the Ministry. 

He obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in Education and a Master of Education in 
Mathematics from Wayne State University. In 1988 he began his pastoral Ministry at Greater 
Emmanuel Church. Shortly afterward, the church grew exponentially, and in May of 1992, the 
faithful purchased a beautiful edifice located at 16776 Southfield Road. Then, Pastor Sheard 
renamed the church, adding "institutional," signifying Greater Emmanuel's purpose of 
organizing and uniting for a particular purpose – to lead souls to Christ. 

His innovative and non-traditional approaches to Ministry appeal to many and distinguish him as 
a ministry trailblazer. He instituted specialized ministry worship experiences such as "Holy 
Women in Red," "Sanctified Men in Black," and an annual leadership recognition luncheon, to 
name a few. His ideas propelled him to the forefront of the civic and religious community and 
gained him recognition as a "bridge builder" to other denominations. In 1996, Bishop Herbert J. 
Williams, Sr., Establishmentarian and Prelate of the Michigan North Central Jurisdiction, 
appointed him Superintendent of the Emmanuel District. 

Bishop Sheard has worked diligently in several positions in the church, locally and nationally, and 
in various civic capacities, including International Youth Department President for the Church 
of God in Christ, Vice-Chairman of the Church of God in Christ, Inc.'s Auxiliaries In 
Ministries (AIM) convention, and Chairman of the Auxiliaries In Ministries (AIM) convention. 

In March 1999, Bishop Sheard moved the congregation to temporary housing in Detroit until a 
larger edifice became available. And in March of 2002, Greater Emmanuel Institutional Church 
of God in Christ moved into its present facility at 19190 Schaefer Highway. 

Bishop Sheard received an honorary Doctorate of Divinity degree in 2004 and, in 2007, was 
inducted into the prestigious Morehouse College Martin Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers. 
Later, he and his wife, Lady Karen Clark-Sheard, founded Karew Records, a faith-based record 
label focusing on various forms of Gospel, Christian, and Inspirational music. 

In January 2010, Bishop Herbert J. Williams, Sr., announced his plan to answer the call of God 
to "step aside and let the young man pass" after nearly 35 years as prelate. Based on Bishop 
Williams's recommendation and the support of a majority of the Pastors of the Jurisdiction, 
Bishop Sheard was elevated to the Office of Jurisdictional Bishop. Then, in 2012 he was elected 
to the Presidium, the General Board of the Church of God in Christ, Inc. In his November 
2016 reelection bid to the General Board, he was re-elected as the second-highest vote-getter. In 
2021, the delegates of the General Assembly re-elected Bishop Sheard as a member of the 
Presidium of the Church of God in Christ, Inc., and subsequently elected him to the Office of 
the Presiding Bishop as Chief Apostle, the leader of the worldwide organization. 

Continued… 



Continued… 

He has been instrumental in guaranteeing humanitarian aid to Pastors affected by natural 
disasters, has donated thousands to recent relief efforts in Jackson, Mississippi. and led an 
ecumenical effort to raise over $100,000 to support Pastors and ministry leaders during COVID- 
19. 

Currently, he is a Member of the Housing and Community Development Corporation in Wayne 
County, Michigan; The Detroit Medical Center Ministerial Advisory Council, the Executive 
Committee of the Urban Alliance of Michigan (UAM), and the Governor’s Religious Advisory 
Board. 

Bishop Sheard and Lady Karen Clark Sheard have two children, Kierra Sheard Kelly and John 
Drew Sheard, II; one son-in-love, Jordan Kelly; and two grandchildren, Jacob and Kali Drew. 

Bishop Sheard's accomplishments, coupled with his abundant love and unfeigned devotion to 
God and the church, instill within those who follow him the confidence that he is a leader 
capable of taking them to the next level of Ministry. 
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EPISTLE FROM OUR LEADER

Your servant in Christ,

Bishop Michael A. Jones, Prelate
The Third in Succession

The Church of God in Christ, Inc.

Welcome delegates to the 30th Annual Holy Convocation! It is with joy in my
heart that Lady Tira and I greet you all to our gathering of the saints. God has
done so much for us, whereof we are glad. I’m excited about where God
continues to have me placed for a time such as this. I do believe that it is His
doing as He makes our mission possible!
My desire is to please God with all that we undertake, and I strongly encourage
you to seek God through prayer and supplication so that we will reach the place
where He wants to take this Jurisdiction. I also urge you to spend time this week
renewing old and pursuring new relationships among our Arkansas Third family
so that God will be pleased with our efforts to edify His kingdom.
Our special guests this week are Bishop Junius Williams and Bishop Charles
Patterson. I wholeheartedly believe that God will speak to us this week through
these servants, along with our very own in-house speakers, to give me strength,
inspiration, and a word for all of us on Sunday. I expect to see you each night
petitioning God for a “Mighty Move of His Spirit!"
Pray for  me and my family as I pray for each of you that I will be the leader
that God is looking for in these evil days. Pray that He will give me fortitude to
boldly proclaim His word. Pray that we will love each other and not allow any
factions to crop up and hinder the work of the Lord. I believe with all of us
praying, we will see a manifestation of His glory! Lady Tira and I love you all!
God bless you as you continue in the faith!



Yours Truly,

Jurisdictional Supervisor of WomenArkansas Third JurisdictionChurch of God in Christ, Inc.

To God be all the glory for Holy Convocation 2023! I am grateful for another
opportunity for the saints to come together one more time. As we celebrate

Arkansas Third Juridiction's 30th Anniversary, let's continue to work together in
love, peace, and harmony as we strive to be the ones that God is calling for in the

last and evil day.
Let’s continue to pray for Bishop Jones, Lady Tira, his family, his staff, all of our

pastors and their wives, all of our District missionaries, every member of the
Jurisdiction, and the success of this meeting. I am expecting and believing God
to do great works this week, for it is He who makes our mission possible! God's
faithfulness and favor towards Arkansas Third continues. Let's go forth in His

strength!
Continue to keep me lifted in your prayers that I may be all that God will have

me to be for Him in this season. God bless you all!

Mother Lendora Early

Greetings from our
 State Supervisor



Official Staff 

THIRD JURISDICTION OF ARKANSAS 

Bishop Michael A. Jones, Jurisdictional Prelate 

Mother Lendora Early, Jurisdictional Supervisor 

Superintendent Kelly Owens, 1st Assistant, Greater El Dorado; Missionary Stephanie Owens 

Superintendent Larry Roach, 2nd Assistant, Judah; Missionary Lisa Matheney 

Superintendent Robert Roy, 3rd Assistant, Hope; Missionary Helen Roy 

Superintendent Lester Murphy Sr., Chairman/Superintendents, AR-LA; Missionary Doris Murphy 

Superintendent Earl Glass, Chief Financial Officer; Promise Land; Missionary Beatrice McGhee

Superintendent Charles Morrison, New Beginning; Missionary Lisa Reed 

Superintendent Terry Johnson, Fairview Fellowship, Missionary Cynthia Williams 

Superintendent Rodney Henderson, Lord of the Harvest; Missionary Lena Kennedy 

Superintendent Gerald Jones, Fellowship 

Elder Greg Bridges, Jurisdictional Secretary

Sister Traci Fenison, Missions Department 

Supt. Terry Johnson, Evangelism; Elect Lady- Dr. Cynthia Simpson Pastor 

Elder Patrick Edmonds, Youth Dept. President; Missionary Helen Roy, Chairlady 

Elder David Starr, Music President; Brother Trance Tatum, Music Director 

Elder Sandy Brown, Men’s Department 

Elder Semaj Brown, AIM Chairman 

Sister Lou Lambert, Sunday School; Deacon Samuel Wallace-Field Representative 

Elder Patrick Thrower, Chief Adjutant 

Elder Orlando Jones, Episcopal Adjutant 

Elder Tony Cole, Deputy Adjutant 

Sister Rhonda Jones, First Lady Adjutant 

Missionary Balinda Johnson, Adjutant Sister 





TUESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2023 
PRAYER DEVOTION | 6:30PM-7:00PM 

Missionary Evelyn Prosper and Missionary Stephanie Owens, Facilitators 

“An Evening of Praise & Worship” 

Jurisdictional Musical | 7:00PM 

The Call to Worship……………………………………...Minister A.J. Shepard 

Opening Song……………………………………...….Choir and Congregation 

Prayer… ...........................................................................  ...... Elder Tyree Harris 

Scripture……………………………………………...….Minister Jamar Blanch 

Praise and Worship………………………………...….Choir and Congregation 

“O Come, Let Us Sing Unto the Lord” 

ARKANSAS THIRD JURISDICTION REUNION CHOIR IN ACTION 

Under the direction of Elder David Starr 

District Talents Part I: A Selection 

New Beginning District 

Arkansas/Louisiana District 

Hope District 

Fairview District 

The Offering .......................................................... ..Superintendent Earl Glass 

Announcement/Observations… ................................. …….Elder Greg Bridges 

District Talents Part II: A Selection 

Promised Land District 

Greater Eldorado District 

Judah District 

Lord of the Harvest District 

SPECIAL GUESTS 

The Altar Ministry ...................................................................................... Pulpit 

The Voice of the Prelate/Benediction .......................... Bishop Michael A. Jones 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2023 
PRAYER DEVOTION | 6:00PM-6:45PM 

Missionary Balinda Johnson and Missionary Debra Wesley, Facilitators 

THE WOMEN’S MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH | 6:45PM-7:30PM 

Missionary Amanda Glass, Facilitator 

“Our Mission Made Possible” 
7:30PM 

The Call to Worship ..................................... ……Superintendent Terry Johnson 

Opening Song ..................................................................Choir and Congregation 

Prayer… ................................................................. Superintendent Jerry Hubbard 

Scripture… ............................................................................ …..Elder Tony Cole 

Ministry in Music .......................................... Arkansas Third Jurisdictional Choir 

Welcome/Recognition of Guests .............................. Missionary Lisa Henderson 

Offertory Prayer… ................................................................. Elder Darrick Erby 

Ministry in Giving .................................................. ...Superintendent Earl Glass 

Observations and Directives… ................................... ……..Elder Greg Bridges 

Introduction of Speaker… ............................................. Bishop Michael A. Jones 

Ministry in Music……………………………Lord of the Harvest District Choir 

The Word of God…………………………Superintendent Rodney Henderson 

   Superintendent of Lord of the Harvest 

The Altar Ministry .......................................................  .............................. Pulpit 

The Voice of the Prelate/Benediction .......................... Bishop Michael A. Jones

Thank you for worshipping with us! 



THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2023 
PRAYER DEVOTION | 6:00PM-6:45PM 

Missionary Lisa Matheney and Missionary Lisa Reed, Facilitators 

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY: RECLAIMING OUR YOUTH | 6:45PM-7:30PM 

Pastor Patrick Edmonds, Facilitator 

“Our Mission Made Possible” 
7:30PM 

The Call to Worship ........................................ ….Superintendent Joseph Mosely 

Prayer… .......................................................................... Elder Cashundee Owens 

Scripture………………………………………………..Elder Donald Armstrong 

Ministry in Music .......................................... Arkansas Third Jurisdictional Choir 

Welcome/Recognition of Guests ...................... ……..Missionary Lena Kennedy 

Offertory Prayer… .............................................................. .Elder Jerry Jefferson 

Ministry in Giving ................................................. ….Superintendent Earl Glass 

Observations and Directives… ................................... ……...Elder Greg Bridges 

Introduction of Speaker… ............................................. Bishop Michael A. Jones 

Ministry in Music ....................................... Arkansas Fourth Jurisdictional Choir 

The Word of God… ................................................... Bishop Junius Williams 

Arkansas Fourth Jurisdiction Prelate 

The Altar Ministry .......................................................  .............................. Pulpit 

The Voice of the Prelate/Benediction .......................... Bishop Michael A. Jones 

We sincerely appreciate the fellowship with Arkansas Fourth Jurisdiction! 



FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 2023 | 10:00AM 

The Holy Communion Celebration Service 

The Call to Worship…………………………………..….Elder Patrick Thrower 

Prayer… .......................................................................... Elder Lester Murphy, Jr. 

Scripture……………………………………………….…..Elder Thomas Turner 

Praise and Worship ....................................... …………...Choir and Congregation 

The Offering……………………………………...…..Superintendent Earl Glass 

Offertory Prayer… .............................................................. .Elder Jerry Jefferson 

Announcements .......................................................... ……...Elder Greg Bridges 

Ministry in Music ....................................... ...Arkansas Third Jurisdictional Choir 

The Word of God………………………………..Superintendent Kelly Owens 

Superintendent of the Greater El Dorado District 

The Altar Ministry .......................................................  .............................. Pulpit 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Remarks/Benediction………………………………..Bishop Michael A. Jones 

Women’s service will convene on this evening from 6:00PM – 7:00PM honoring 

Mother Lendora Early 
**Program Under Separate Cover** 

“This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me” 
Luke 22:19 



SPEAKER 

oo'lctcA1it»l 1a11tj

R. LISA MATHENEY
I 



FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 2023 
PRAYER DEVOTION | 7:00PM-7:30PM 

Missionary Beatrice McGhee and Missionary Doris Murphy, Facilitators 

“Our Mission Made Possible” 

7:30PM 

The Call to Worship……………………………….Superintendent Larry Roach 

Prayer………………………………………..Superintendent Rodney Henderson 

Scripture…………………………………………...……..Elder Clifton Simpson 

Ministry in Music .......................................... Arkansas Third Jurisdictional Choir 

Welcome/Recognition of Guests ...................... ….…..Missionary Wanda Roach 

Offertory Prayer…………………………………….Superintendent Robert Roy 

Ministry in Giving ................................................. ….Superintendent Earl Glass 

Observations and Directives… ................................... ……...Elder Greg Bridges 

Introduction of Speaker… ............................................. Bishop Michael A. Jones 

Ministry in Music…………………………………….Guest Jurisdictional Choir 

The Word of God………………………………….Bishop Charles Patterson 

 Guatemala Jurisdiction (Central America) Prelate 

The Altar Ministry .......................................................  .............................. Pulpit 

The Voice of the Prelate/Benediction .......................... Bishop Michael A. Jones 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 





The Bishop's Banquet

The Program

*** Dinner is Served ***

Voice of the Prelate, Bishop Michael A. Jones

TRIBUTES



The Official Day



THE OFFICIAL DAY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2023 

9:00AM: SUNDAY SCHOOL | EARLWILLIS AUDITORIUM 

“Our Mission Made Possible” 
(*) Please Stand Where Indicated 

 11:00am—Morning Worship 

*Organ Prelude/Ingathering Praise ................................ Choir and Congregation 

The Call to Worship ............................................... Superintendent Kelly Owens 

*The Invocation ..................................................... ...Superintendent Roy Wesley 

*Old Testament Reading… ............................... Superintendent Charles Morrison 

*New Testament Reading ........................................... Superintendent Robert Roy 

*The Hymn: “Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand” ............ Choir and Congregation 

*The Affirmation of Faith……………………….Superintendent Joseph Mosely 

*Praise and Worship…………………………………...Choir and Congregation 

Recognition of Guests………………………………..Missionary Margie Owens 

Convocation Greetings…………………………………….….Lady Tira Jones & 

 Mother Lendora Early 

Ministry in Music .......................................... Arkansas Third Jurisdictional Choir 

Offertory Prayer… ........................................ Superintendent Lester Murphy, Sr. 

Ministry in Giving .................................................. ...Superintendent Earl Glass 

Presentation of Speaker…………………….Superintendent Rodney Henderson 

The Sermonic Selection ........................................................ Jurisdictional Choir 

 The Word of God……………………………...Bishop Michael A. Jones, Prelate 

The Altar Call………………………………………...Evangelist Terry Johnson 

Benedictory Blessings ...................................................... Elder Nathaniel Jones 



Affirmation of Faith 
We affirm our faith in the Bible.

Congregation: We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ- 
ten Word of God. 

We affirm our faith in God.

Congregation: We believe that there is only One God, eternally existent in three 
persons: God the Father, God the Son and, God the Holy Spirit. 

We affirm our faith in the blessed hope.

Congregation: We believe in the blessed Hope, which is the rapture of the 
Church of God, which is in Christ, at His return. 

We affirm our faith in repentance.

Congregation: We believe that the only means of being cleansed from sin is 
through repentance and faith in the precious Blood of Jesus Christ. 

We affirm our faith in salvation.

Congregation: We believe that regeneration by the Holy Ghost is absolutely es- 
sential for personal salvation. 

We affirm our faith in Jesus Christ.

Congregation: We believe that the redemptive work of Christ on the Cross pro- 
vides healing for the human body in answer to believing prayer. 

We affirm our faith in the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: We believe that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, according to Acts 
2:4, is given to believers who ask for it. 

We affirm our faith in sanctification.

Congregation: We believe in the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, by whose 
indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a holy and separated life in the pre- 
sent world. 




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WORDS: Jennie B. Wilson, pub.1906.  MUSIC: Franklin L. Eiland, pub.1906.  Public Domain.

Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. Psa. 89:13
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Drew Memorial Health System is a non-profit, 60 bed, community-owned acute care facility that serves a
population of 200,000 in Southeast Arkansas. We have operated for over 35 years in our current location
in the City of Monticello, in Drew County, Arkansas.
At Drew Memorial, we improve the overall quality of life in our community by employing a top notch
medical team, regularly advancing the equipment, trainings, and services we offer, and by continually
assessing how to best serve our patients and their families. Our community deserves access to
professional, advanced care in a convenient location for Southeast Arkansas residents. We value the
connections in our community members and organizations. We welcome you to experience our
exceptional customer service whether you visit for medical care, to grab lunch in our cafeteria, or simply
for a facility tour. Our friendly staff invites you to stop in to see what has changed since your last visit to
our campus. We strive to exceed your expectations.
We are a proud member institution of the Arkansas Rural Health Partnership hospital network.

MISSION

Drew Memorial is committed to enhancing healing, health and wellness in Southeast Arkansas.
MISSION STATEMENT

778 Scogin Drive
Monticello, AR 71655
870-367-2411 (Main)

870-460-3539 (Administration)

Drew Memorial Health System



The mission of the Arkansas Minority Health Commission (AMHC) is to assure all minority
Arkansans equitable access to preventive health care and to seek ways to promote health
and prevent diseases and conditions that are prevalent among minority populations.

The Commission supports its mission through:

The AMHC’s vision is that minority Arkansans have equal opportunity and access to
health, health care and preventive well care

. 

Our goal is to be a catalyst in bridging the gap in the health status of the minority
population and that of the majority population in Arkansas. To accomplish this, the
commission focuses on addressing existing disparities in minority communities,
educating these communities on healthier lifestyles, promoting awareness of services
and accessibility within our health care system, and making recommendations to relevant
agencies, the Governor and to the state legislature.

MISSION

VISION

GOAL



"Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead
the cause of the poor and needy"

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

www.wpjrlaw.com

Proverbs 31:9

Civil Trial Practice | Criminal Trial Practice 
Commercial Litigation



A COMMUNITY OF 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 
LAW PROFESSIONALS

whflawsociety.org



Nathaniel Jones
A U T H O R

INTENTIONAL TRANSFORMATION
R E C E N T L Y  R E L E A S E D !
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E  O N

KINDLE AND PAPERBACK FORMATS
AVAILABLE

"This study is to inspire a personal
relationship with God."





Eudora | Dermott | Monticello

"When caring counts, it’s always Dillard."



CONNECT
 

TWITTER

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

@ArkansasThird

@arkansas_3rdjurisdiction

Arkansas Third Jurisdiction 
Church of God in Christ

WITH US

www.arkansasthirdcogic.org

Arkansas Third Jurisdiction

YouTube
Arkansas Third Jurisdiction

LinkedIn
Arkansas Third Jurisdiction





�--� --� 

"God be with you 'til we 
meet again." 

�--� --� 
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