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“Mote has overcome
the unprecedented
challenge of experi-
encing back-to-back
hurricanes, in which
our Aquarium infra-
structure suffered
severe water damage
due to Hurricane
Helene, and then just
days after, suffered
significant water and
wind damage due to

Hurricane Milton,”

Following massive flooding and
damage, Mote Marine Laboratory
& Aquarium opened its doors last
Friday to its informal science educa-
tion center, Mote Aquarium opens
following an 8-week closure due to
the impacts of Hurricanes Helene

massive storm damage;
manatee joins family

and Milton.

“Mote Aquarium has overcome
the unprecedented challenge of expe-
riencing back-to-back hurricanes, in

which our Aquarium infrastruc-
ture suffered severe water damage
due to Hurricane Helene, and

See Mote, page 2

Exlore Longboat’s beaches

I don t think you can go wrong with any beach access.
The Longboat Key beaches are all beautiful and very
rarely crowded. I go as often as I can, even if sometimes
it is just to take in our breathtaking sunsets.

——

TRYLA LARSON
Guest Columnist
news@lbknews.com

I know that our beloved island

is still healing from the hurricanes.
What a stressful and heartbreak-
ing time. If the stress starts to feel
overwhelming, take some time for
yourself and go to the beach.

The beaches are one of the best
things about our island paradise.
Sitting in the sand and breathing
in the salty gulf breeze is cathartic
and beneficial. I thought that now

: ‘v;"‘ —“‘-

would be a good time to talk about
the wonderful emotional stabiliz-
ing gift that nature provides us and
which we all have access.

There are many Gulf of Mexico
beach accesses on Longboat Key, but
only 12 of them are open to the pub-
lic. They are all different.

The access at 2825 Gulf of Mexico
has parking available at the Town
Hall. This means you have to cross
Gulf of Mexico Drive to get to the
beach.

6399 Gulfside Road has available

parking on General Harris Street.
Once again you are required to
cross Gulf of Mexico Drive to
get to the beach. There have been
several times I have seen surfers
parking here headed to the beach
with their surfboards. I usually see
them on days following a stormy
day.

The 4001 Gulf of Mexico Drive
access has available parking at
Bayfront Park. An added benefit

to this location is the restroom

See LBK Beach, page 2

Research
shows small
shark species
suffer most
in fin trade

Their analysis
revealed small
coastal shark
species are more
common and
threatened by
international fin
trade.

Researchers from Mote Marine
Laboratory, Florida International
University, University of Miami
and many scientists across the globe
have discovered two areas of con-
cern after analyzing small shark fins
from Hong Kong markets — small
coastal species are much more com-
mon in the international fin trade
than previously thought and there
is a burgeoning market for juveniles
of large species.

Between 2014 and 2021,
researchers analyzed the DNA of
approximately 4,000 small shark
fins collected from the markets.
They looked at whole shark fins as
well as trimmings taken from large
and small fins, resulting in the most
comprehensive assessment of spe-
cies diversity of one of the world’s
largest shark fin markets.

Their analysis revealed small
coastal shark species are more com-
mon and threatened by internation-
al fin trade than previously docu-
mented, according to new research
recently published in Science
Advances.

This combined approach high-
lighted important management
gaps for 19 small threatened species
that are not currently regulated by
the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
This includes the Triakidae fam-
ily, which comprise some of the
most threatened and most common
species_in the small fin category,

See Shark fins, page 2
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then just days after, suffered significant water and wind damage due to Hurricane Milton,” said
Dr. Michael P. Crosby, Mote President & CEO.

In addition to reopening Mote Aquarium, Crosby introduced Lou, who is a rescued manatee
with “a remarkable story highlighting resilience and the importance of manatee research and
conservation,” said Crosby.

Prior to the hurricanes, on September 11, 2024, Mote welcomed a rescued manatee, Lou, to
its manatee habitat, including Buffett the manatee and a variety of fish species.

In anticipation of Hurricane Milton, an incredible effort was made to successfully relo-
cate Lou and Buffett to a partner facility out of the direct forecasted path of the hurricane.
Throughout the past week, Mote welcomed back Lou and Buffett, as well as other animals that
had been transported off the island ahead of the hurricane.

Lou, a large adult male Florida manatee weighing 2;100 pounds, was transferred to Mote in
a specialized manatee transport vehicle. Since his arrival, Mote’s veterinary, hospital and animal
care teams have followed a gradual introduction plan, reviewed and approved by USFWS and
partner organizations. The transition went very says Mote, and Mote’s animal care team will
continue to monitor the manatees to help ensure compatibility.

Lou was rescued in December 2000 following a severe boat strike, resulting in the loss of
most of his tail. Based on ten years of Florida manatee necropsy reports examined by FWC,
one out of every four adult carcasses show evidence of 10 or more watercraft strikes. With
only 4% of adult manatees devoid of watercraft-related scars, it appears exceedingly common
for an adult manatee to be struck multiple times in its life. This study shows that manatees
are subjected to more sublethal watercraft strikes than any other studied marine mammal and
it underscores the need for continued long-term vigilance in conservation actions in Florida.

After his rescue, Lou was rehabilitated and received dedicated care at two different MRP
facilities. Unfortunately, neither Lou nor Buffett meet the requirements for release. Based on
careful consideration and valuable expert input from the MRE, USFWS recently approved the
transfer of Lou to be placed with Buffett as a companion at Mote. The USFWS recommends
that these manatees remain in Mote’s expert-managed guardianship to ensure Lou and Buffett
receive the best possible care to support their long-term health and well-being.

You can visit Lou and Buffett and learn more about manatee conservation research at Mote
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium, open daily from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Shark Fins, from page 1

according to Diego Cardefnosa, FIU biologist and lead author in the study. He says interna-
tional trade regulations must be applied sooner rather than later to protect this family due to
their increased extinction risk and unsustainable trade levels.

The DNA analysis revealed something else — the small shark species are not the only ones
showing up in the fin trade as small fins. A quarter of the small fins were actually from juve-
niles of large shark species, including critically endangered hammerheads as well as threatened
silky sharks and blacktips. This finding indicates substantial exploitation of juveniles could be
affecting fisheries’ sustainability.

For more than a decade, fin trade research has primarily focused on large fins, but by survey-
ing small ones, Cardefiosa said the actual species composition in the markets is quite different
than what the previous assessments represent.

“Customs personnel around the world should thoroughly inspect small fin consignments as
they likely hold species that are already regulated by international policies and should be accom-
panied by the right certificates,” Cardefiosa said. “Otherwise, they are being illegally traded.”

Cardefiosa is calling for enhanced surveillance and further research to ensure effective conser-
vation strategies under emerging trade regulations. The study is a collaboration between Florida
International University, University of Miami, Mote Marine Laboratory and others.

“While most of the management attention has been focused on large, iconic shark species
caught in industrial open ocean fisheries, this study highlights that we must also pay attention
to small, less famous species that are mainly caught in small-scale coastal fisheries. They may
be small in size, but the catch of these species is huge and it is pushing many of them toward
extinction,” said Dr. Demian Chapman, co-lead of the study, and Manager of Mote’s Sharks &
Rays Conservation Research Program.

Ads that work...

941.387.2200

' The Pierre Condominiums
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Longboat Key Showroom
By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands
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LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCAT

Cook, Create, Celebrate: Your Kitchen Makeover Starts Here!

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers, expert
carpenters, project management and more. We will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com
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The Pierre Condominiums
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Jules Mackie  Tracey Stetler

549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,900,000- Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266-9001

L

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 — New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

SARASOTA
$2,275,000 - West of Trail

4 Beds 4 Baths 2,975 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Janet Coughlin 941-323-3736

1690 ARLINGTON STREET |

BIRD KEY - Sarasota’s premier residential
island and Yacht Club experience. Water

front homes from the $2 millions.
Call Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

Patrick DiPinto

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY

$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

PENDING SAL

1160 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$5,499,000 — New Construction

4 Beds 5.5 Baths 4,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$11,399,000 - Under Construction
4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

Rene DiPinto Steven Moore

Janet Coughlin

569-571 CHANNEL LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,050,000 - 2-Family Lot

1st floor storm damage/Repair/Rebuild

Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

3621 SAN REMO TER | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 — Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

5440-5442 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Vacant Land 2.08 Acres

Proposed for 7 Buildable Lots
Contact: Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

4136 IGEL AVE | SIESTA KEY
$16,995,000 - SOLD!

5 Beds, 7 Baths, 8.964 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

| @THEDIPINTOGROUP

 Service,

of Anywhera Advisors LLC and

though the i 1o
not Caldwell Banker. All rights reserved, Coldveil Banker and the Coldwell




Page 4 Friday, November 22, 2024

The News

FditorLetters

AN

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Eagles on Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Commissioner B] Bishop

I again reached out to Headquarters. I was told they are engaging the Office of
Communications and the Office of Law Enforcement. I have requested on multiple occasions
that you be contacted directly to discuss this issue.

Ulgonda Kirkpatrick

USFWS Southeast Region

Migratory Bird & Eagle Permit Office

Eagles on Longboat Key
To: Ulgonda Kirkpatrick

I have not received any communication from headquarters as yet.
BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Eagles on Longboat Key
To: Longboat Key Commissioner B] Bishop
I verified that Headquarters staff will be reaching out to you on Monday. They are currently

HARRY’S FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Harry’s Restaurant Specials

Best Brunch Daily - Special Libations
$10 Double Mimosas $8 Harry’s Bloody Marys
Half Price Happy Hour Drink Specials 3-6pm
Wine Down Every Day 25% Off Wine Bottles

Harry’s Deli Specials

Buy Two Entrees, Get a Free Dessert
Buy Two Soups, Get One Free!
25% OFF Retail Wine Every Day

Fresh Bakery | Take & Bake Entrees | Gourmet Sandwiches
Deli Salads | Homemade Soups | Party Specialties | Fine Wines

Holiday Parties at

Harry’s Restaurant
Private room available

Gift Certificates make the best gifts!

Catering Special

$475 Holiday Cocktail Party for 12
Pick-up I Delivery | Full Service

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

gollow the locals L.

ous newly renovaled ding

00/

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

- Salads - Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!

LALY LO8STER

- Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

2023
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440

on travel.
Ulgonda Kirkpatrick
USFWS Southeast Region
Migratory Bird & Eagle Permit Office

Eagles on Longboat Key

To: Ulgonda Kirkpatrick

Unfortunately, the bald eagle couple’s tree was removed yesterday, preceded by the destruc-
tion of their nest in view of the neighbors who have enjoyed their presence for over 15 years.
Not only was this just before their nesting season begins, but in the immediate aftermath of
two devastating storms that destroyed a number of the homes in the eagles’ neighborhood. It
was a very sad day for an island that prides itself on conservancy and expends thousands of
dollars a year protecting the sea turtles that nest on our beaches.

For the information of your department, undil its destruction the eagles’ tree looked exactly
as it did before the storms with the exception of a single branch below the nest that could have
been easily removed without damage to the nest or its residents. We are very disappointed here
in the lack of regard shown by our government in this case.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Eagles on Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Mayor Schneier and Commissioner Bishop, my apologies for not responding to this sooner.
To introduce myself, I am the Eagle Biologist for the Southeast Region with the USFWS
Migratory Bird Program. I work alongside our Permit Chief, Resee Collins, also copied. I am
the biologist that reviews Specific permit applications for eagle disturbance and nest take in
the southeast.

Regarding nest SA033- the permit that was issued for nest take was issued out of the
Headquarters Office under a General Permit for Bald Eagle Nest Take. The southeast region
does not review or issue general permits. I wanted to make sure that was clear. I did not review
this application or take part in issuing this permit. If you want to discuss the General Permit
that was issued, please contact Headquarters at: migratorybirdpermits@fws.gov

This is the official response from our Communications team regarding the permit and regu-
lations. For further questions, please see Carli’s contact information below.

Thank you for reaching out. Please note, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service authorizes the
take of an eagle nest.

The permitee is responsible for ensuring that the activity involving the take of eagle nests
authorized by this permit complies with all other applicable Federal, Tribal, State, and local
laws. This permit is not valid if implementing any of its provisions may affect a listed,
proposed, or candidate species or designated or proposed critical habitat under the federal
Endangered Species Act, nor has the potential to cause effects to cultural resources or historic
properties protected by the National Historic Preservation Act.

Eagles are quite territorial and will generally remain within their territory (1.5 — 2 mile
radius) whenever a nest is lost. Biologically, it would be best to take the nest either before nest-
ing season begins, or as quickly as possible. That way the pair has time to rebuild before their
typical egg laying period, which begins around December or January.

See Letters, page 6

Growing in Jesus’ Name — Worship With Us at Our Church

‘ l Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
CHRIST CHURCH

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00
OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Sweent Chroststimeas Cardate
THE SONG HEARD

AROUND THE WORLD
Sunday, December 8 at 10:00AM

Please join us on this journey of international carols and folk songs
that incorporate narration and scripture to share the Christmas story.
Our chancel choir and guest orchestra will present this holiday
event during our regular Sunday Service.

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. - 941.383.8833 (office) « www.christchurchoflbk.org
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BEYOND FIRST CLASS™

SEAMLESS EXTRAORDINARY EFFICIENCY

Luxury Ground Transportation Personal Concierge Spend Time Where it Matters

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets. Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned. Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.

The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company. -

All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations
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Permits are issued to the entity or individual conducting the action, such as the owner or
manager of the entity conducting the activity. The permittee is responsible for compliance
with the permit and must have the authority to implement the required permit conditions.
Contractors or consultants may assist in completing an application as well as conducting the
work as a sub-permittee but may not be a permit holder. Let us know if you have any questions.

Carli Segelson

Public Affairs Specialist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Eagles on Longboat Key

To: Ulgonda Kirkpatrick, Longboat Key Commissioner B] Bishop

I have been the Mayor of Longboat Key for 5 years and participated in a discussion at our
Town Commission meeting yesterday that involved the proposed elimination of the one tree
on our island that hosts an active eagles’ nest, and has so for money years.

While I understand that it is not within our province at the Town to determine the removal
of the tree and these eagles or not, please understand that we take great pride in our environ-
mental awareness and, in particular, the care of our wildlife on Longboat Key. There is a special
affinity for our eagle couple and the children the produce almost every year.

I have visited the site of the tree since this issue surfaced and taken photographs. Though
I am not an arborist, it would be clear to anyone with vision that the tree in question has one
dangling branch, but that its main trunk and elements, including the location of the nest, are
demonstrably intact and upright.

As a resident of Longboat who has enjoyed the eagles as a part of our environmental trust,
along with the sea turtles and the seabirds that nest on our beaches, I request your help in
avoiding the loss of these fine creatures and their home.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Eagles on Longboat Key

To: Ulgonda Kirkpatrick

You have issued a tree removal permit for a property on Triton Bend Road for removal of
a tree that is occupied by two eagles that have been in that tree for over 25 years. The tree,
which I have personally seen for 20 years has not been damaged by the recent hurricanes but
the people in the home on Triton Bend have wanted the tree gone for some time. There is a
limb which may need removal away from the nest, but the tree appears stable.

The Triton Bend home was delayed in construction because it is too close to the eagle’s nest
and the eagles had laid eggs.

I am disappointed that you have issued a permit based on a report by someone who can
make money by taking the tree down. By the way, the base of the tree is not on the property
on Triton Bend but is on the property at 604 Buttonwood Drive.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Dredging

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

Gary, I was surprised you didn’t represent the interests of your canal front constituents on
the dredging issue. What was it that persuaded you?

I still appreciate all you do I was just surprised and somewhat disappointed.

Lynn Larson

Longboat Key

Construction

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Regarding the building permit for 597 Buttonwood Drive, the house and site are still both
under construction; drainage and grading work are not yet complete. There is an onsite drain-
age collection system for the lot that they are tasked with constructing, including drainage
inlets and swales, which is unusual for a single-family lot, but is part of the Town’s approval for
this site to build in this area. Only portions of this system are in place because they are under
active construction. Public Works will be meeting with the contractor onsite on Thursday to
inform the contractor that the driveways were not poured per the drainage plan that Public
Works approved and to get with their engineer to resolve it.

The new Brista Homes commercial site is also under active construction, and drainage and
grading work are not yet complete. The developer has a drainage system that will collect onsite
runoff and manage it through their system; the developer also agreed to help collect some of
Winslow Place runoff as part of the completed project. Those are all still part of the approved
drainage plan and is work in progress.

The Triton subdivision was approved around 2006 — 2008. All those newer Triton subdi-
vision lots drain runoff to roadway collection inlets that are directed to an onsite dry reten-
tion area (see image below with red box). That area has a control structure that eventually
discharges to the ditch when it reaches a certain elevation and at a reduced release rate. The
existing lots that pre-existed the Triton subdivision had some historic runoff flows that flowed
through the Buttonwood ditch and were not included to add flow to the retention area. The
house under construction at 3100 Gulf of Mexico Drive is one of those lots and they also are
tasked with building an onsite drainage system to help manage runoff before it reaches the rear
ditch. Ultimately, once the Town advances the Buttonwood drainage improvement projects,
the 3100 Gulf of Mexico Drive runoff and other area runoff going that direction is planned to
be re-directed away from that rear ditch and taken to the south across the Pyrula Drive right-
of-way and work to outfall to another direction. That will help reduce the volume and rate of
runoff going through the ditch overall.

Finally, the Town maintains the ditch, and it is on our list as part of debris clean-up effort
for the portion east of the Triton retention area. Earth Balance, our contractor who works on
a variety of our Town ditches and swales, visited the site and is putting together a quote to
help clean up the ditch by removing storm debris. Once we have the quote and if the cost is
reasonable, we can proceed with them.

Isaac Brownman

Assistant Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Water Issues
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Yes, we will provide an update shortly.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Water Issues

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

The neighbors have asked again about the drainage issues with the new home on Buttonwood
and now that the shopping center construction has begun and the lot has been raised how that
water is going to be handled. Can you please provide an update?

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Hurricanes

To: Longboat Key Commission

May I suggest that the Town lobby Congressmen Steube and Buchanan to sponsor a bill
to have Congress declare Helene/Milton as qualified disasters for income tax purposes? This
would waive the 10 percent adjusted gross income threshold for casualty losses that otherwise
applies in disaster zones. The 10 percent AGI threshold renders the casualty loss deduction
unusable for those who suffered less than a total loss or are in higher tax brackets. This was
done for Maria, Irma, Harvey and other storms.

James G. Haft

Longboat Key

Construction at Buttonwood

To: John Varley

I have been back and forth with town and they have informed the contractor at 597 the
driveways do not match the plans and must be corrected.

Regarding the building permit for 597 Buttonwood Drive, the house and site are still both
under construction; drainage and grading work are not yet complete. There is an onsite drain-
age collection system for the lot that they are tasked with constructing, including drainage
inlets and swales, which is unusual for a single-family lot, but is part of the Town’s approval for
this site to build in this area. Only portions of this system are in place because they are under
active construction. Public Works will be meeting with the contractor onsite on Thursday to
inform the contractor that the driveways were not poured per the drainage plan that Public
Works approved and to get with their engineer to resolve it.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Debris Pick up Reimbursement for Private Roads

To: Florida Division of Emergency Management Special Considerations Planner Ashley
Mitchell
I learned from our Longboat Key staff that the resolution of our private road debris pick-up

See Letters, page 8
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issue was to now allow Town contractors to remove debris from those neighborhoods. This
would have been perfect if it had been the policy from the start (as it has been in the past), or
even if it had been allowed as of the time we first discussed the matter almost two months ago.
Instead, we were advised that Town pick-up would not be allowed (or all public road cover-
age for the Town would be endangered), but that a plan for reimbursement of neighborhoods
employing their own contractors would be explored.

On that encouraging basis, many private road neighborhoods, including the worst affected,
sought bids, took pictures and retained private debris removers to prepare to file for reimburse-
ment. If they are now out of luck, the system has failed them.

I would ask, first, that this result be rectified and private road neighborhoods be permitted
to obtain reimbursement for debris removal undertaken in good faith. Second, FDEM and
FEMA should collaborate now to ensure that the discrimination in emergency services against
private road communities that make up so much of Floridas residential population is clearly
reversed going forward. Thanks for all your good works and your continued attention to this
matter.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Debris Pick up Reimbursement for Private Roads

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

That should have read today, tomorrow, or anytime next week. I was writing a reply while
leaving church and typed improperly in my haste.

Ashley Mitchell

Special Considerations Planner

Florida Division of Emergency Management

Debris Pick up Reimbursement for Private Roads

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

I believe this was addressed accordingly at a meeting on 11/15/24 at 2:30EST with all the
representatives listed in this email. However, should the information provided prove not to be
sufficient, I am available today, rollers, or anytime next week to assist further.

Ashley Mitchell

Special Considerations Planner

Florida Division of Emergency Management

Debris Pick up Reimbursement for Private Roads

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

This issue has been on the table for several weeks now with no resolution. I'm afraid that
time may run out on any possible option for these neighborhoods to have a chance at reim-
bursement for storm costs (previously covered), which in some cases will exceed $100,000. We
had an initial enthusiastic reaction from Ashley Mitchell at Florida FDEM, to whom we were
directed by Senator Boyd, followed by an all hands meeting on October 25, but no word since.

To be clear, some of these neighborhoods have gone out of pocket to clear their debris and
others are in the process. They are not looking for the Town or State to do anything except
provide guidance and an avenue for the reimbursement of the reasonable costs of this work.

Thanks again.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

FEMA 50 percent presentation

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

The City of Clearwater has given their permission to share the handouts and presentation
they used at their recent info session for their residents. It focuses heavily on the FEMA 50
Percent Rule.

See yellow highlighter below. And green highlighter below that. The meeting recording is
below.

Julie Garrett

Public Affairs Specialist

Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience

U.S. Small Business Administration

FEMA 50 percent presentation

To: Office of Disaster Recovery and Resiliance Public Affairs Specialist Julie Garrett

Thank-you for all your help on Saturday, and your presentation provided a great deal of help
to our community!

Yes, this is completely okay to share with our peers. Please let them know that the City of
Clearwater’s higher standards are slightly different than that of Longboat Key, but the basics
and minimum standards associated with the 50% threshold are the same. The City is very
happy to assist and please use the presentation if it provides assistance to the their City and
community. Also, remind them that Pinellas County also has information that may be shared.

Eugene (Gene) Henry

Floodplain Administrator

City of Clearwater

See Letters, page 15

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB
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$3.4 Billion Career Sales
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Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com Georgé Judy Kepecz-Hays ) e / ' r.
443 John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 941-780-0597 941-587-1700 941-376-641‘ i
415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 - $5,840,000

Experience luxury at L'Ambiance with this
Southwest corner residence featuring a
spacious wraparound terrace and stunning
sunsets. Enjoy private elevator access opening
directly into your own beautiful foyer, a
custom-designed interior with new windows,

| doors, kitchen, and baths. This choice Royal
floorplan offers three bedrooms, all ensuite, a
powder room, and a bonus room. Residents
benefit from concierge service, a 24-hour guard
| gate, an Olympic-sized pool, two tennis courts,
= afitness center, game rooms, a library, a wine
room, and guest suites. Small pet welcome, and
one underground parking spot is included.
L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not just a
residence; it's an exclusive lifestyle waiting for
discerning buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury
living. No water intrusion in this home from the
storms. lambianceA401.com

: - _— : .
o g - -

415 L’Ambiance Drive #F608 - $6,900,000 - Contract available for assignment: 1241 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 - $2,575,000 - Furnished
Experience luxury living at its finest with this stunning Royal floorplan. Offered The Water Club on the South end of Longboat Key is a rare jewel in condominium
turnkey furnished, thoughtfully curated, only a few items excluded. This exquisite living. Almost new 2,585 sq. ft. under air, features a garden, and partial Gulf views.
residence features three bedrooms ensuite, office or bonus room. Private elevator Southern exposure w/walls of glass, 10 ft. ceilings, wood flooring, extended 1,000 sq.
into your residence, 10-foot ceilings, stunning herringbone-patterned wood flooring.  ft. terraces. The Water Club exquisite clubhouse offers state of the art fitness center,
This home has been fully renovated to the highest standards by Mark Sultana of message room, spa, lounge, library w/fireplace, ballroom, game room and
DSDG, featuring premium Thermador appliances and new windows and doors. State-  phenomenal staff providing concierge services, an Olympic-sized pool, tennis, and 2
of-the-art fitness center, Olympic-sized pool that overlooks the Gulf with direct pets under 35 lbs. welcome. Walk down the beach and enjoy restaurants at the new
access to the beach. L'Ambiance on Longboat Key is not just a residence; it's an St Regis.
exclusive lifestyle waiting for discerning buyers seeking the pinnacle of luxury living. No water intrusion in this home from the storms.

No water intrusion in this home from the storms. ) WaterClub105.com

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000 521 Putting Green Lane - $1,899,000 5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive - $9,500,000
This epic Gulf-front corner residence, which feels like a Value-Location and Instant enjoyment is waiting for you Exquisite Beachfront Estate! Seize this extraordinary,
home on the beach, offers 3 bedrooms plus an office (or  in this 3BR bedroom home w/deeded beach access on once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create your personal

4 bedrooms) and 3.5 bathrooms in a lavish 4,032 sq. ft. protected, sailboat water w/direct access to SRQ Bay sanctuary on one of the most remarkable waterfront
space. Gourmet Miele kitchen with large walk-in pantry. w/no bridges. It is located in desirable Country Club lots along the Gulf Coast. Choice Longboat Key location.
3,400 sq. ft. terrace featuring a 40-foot private infinity Shores on the South Longboat key. This home offers This charming single-story beachfront home offers an
pool, fire pit, and summer kitchen, with private stairs Newer HURRICANE IMPACT GLASS/Sliding glass incredible opportunity for those seeking a slice of
leading straight to the beach, Garage suitable for 3to 5 throughout the entire home. Newer roof, air paradise. Sold as-is, the property is situated on a
cars with an electric charging station. Wellness center conditioning, mar-cited pool and spa, newer seawall and generous lot, making it ideal for a family compound or a
with state-of-the-art fitness equipment. 1/2-mile walking  lift rated for a 10,000-lb capacity, . Enjoy all the personal retreat. Imagine waking up to breathtaking
path, Historic Villa am Mar with social room, guest suite,  amenities of elegant living, plus the social and enriching views of the Gulf of Mexico. With ample space for
dining room. events that make Sarasota the cultural capital of Florida. outdoor gatherings, this property is perfect for families
No water intrusion in this home from the storms. Sarasota bustles with many art galleries and antique looking to create lasting memories by the beach.
Aria204.com shops. From New York bagels to elegant bistros and Whether you're looking to renovate, build your dream

world-class restaurants, its marinas, and golf courses. home, or simply enjoy the existing structure, the

No water intrusion in this home from the storms. potential here is limitless.

521PuttingGreenLn.com 5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

WE PAY A PROFESSIONAL FEE ON OUR LISTINGS TO THE BUYERS AGENT
443 John Ringling Blvd, Suite F | St. Armands Circle, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Nov. 15

Cat

6:06 p.m.

Officer Ericsson was dispatched to the 3800 block of Gulf
of Mexico Drive on an animal call involving a cat stuck in a
wall. Officer Ericsson called the person and advised him that
the police department does not handle animal calls of this
nature. The complainant advised that the cat came out of the
wall on its own.

Fishing

9:05 p.m.

Officer Miklos and Officer Martinson were dispatched to
the intersection of Firehouse Lane and Firehouse Road in refer-
ence to five people loitering. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into contact with a group of
men who were legally parked along the side of the road. The men advised they were getting
their fishing equipment out of their vehicle and about to walk to the beach to fish. There was
no suspicious activity observed and the men did have fishing equipment. Case clear.

Nov. 16

Labor and Work Contract

12:02 p.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 2000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a civil
dispute call regarding a subcontractor and his employer who was not on scene. Upon arrival,
Officer Nazareno made contact with the complainant who said that he had a dispute over his
employer over the phone regarding his wages for the hours worked this past week. Due to the
complainant not being able to speak in English, Sgt. Smith contacted the employer and was
advised that the dispute was a civil matter. The complainant was given instructions in Spanish
on how to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Labor. Case clear.

Nov. 17

Racoon

12:35 p.m.

Officer Tillman while on patrol, was flagged down by a citizen. The citizen advised that he as
traveling south on Gulf of Mexico Drive and hit a racoon that had run out into the roadway.
Once the man found a safe place to stop, he observed the racoon was resting behind the front
grill of a 2024 Lotus. Manatee County Animal Control was advised of the situation and shortly
arrived on scene. Manatee County Animal Control Officers were able to retrieve the uninjured
racoon from the vehicle’s front grill. Case clear.

Residence check

7:35 p.m.

Officer Ericsson and Officer Martinson were dispatched to Longview Drive on a report of a
suspicious incident. The caller said the owners were not home, lights were on in the residence
and there were workers present during the day. The caller stated she believed someone could
possibly be inside. Upon arrival, officers noticed lights on inside the residence. An exterior
check was conducted and all doors were locked except the second floor rear sliding door, which
was closed, but unlocked. An interior check of the residence revealed the house to be empty
and no signs of foul play. The door appeared to have been left unlocked. Officer Ericsson
contacted the calling party and advised her of their findings. She thanked officers. Case clear.

Resident assist

11:05 p.m.

Officer Miklos while on patrol observed an unknown man in dark clothing stumbling in the
middle of the southbound and bicycle lanes. Officer Miklos made contact with an intoxicated
man who advised he left a wedding at the resort and he was able to call a friend who arrived on
scene. The man said they were staying at the resort and the two men were provided a courtesy
ride to the resort. Case clear.

Nov. 18

Driver’s license

4:42 p.m.

Sgt. Montfort while on patrol in Longbeach Village,
observed a maroon pickup truck pulling a black trailer with no
license plate. A traffic stop was conducted in the area of Linley
Street. Sgt. Montfort observed the pickup truck driver was
not wearing a seatbelt. Sgt. Montfort made contact with the
operator who provided the officer a Guatemalan Passport, and
he was asked if he possessed a driver’s license and he said ‘no.’
Moreover, the driver said he was moving the trailer for his boss
and was unable to provide any registration documents. Soon
after, the registered owner of the trailer arrived on scene and
provided the license plate and correct documentation on the
trailer and said it was just purchased. The driver did not have
an excuse for not attaching the license plate to the trailer. Sgt. Montfort returned to his patrol
vehicle and conducted a FCIC/NCIC check of the pickup truck’s registration which returned
to the driver. Sgt. Montfort further observed the driver had numerous suspensions for failing
to pay traffic offenses. The driver was processed and released with three uniformed traffic cita-
tions. The vehicle was turned over to the driver’s friend.

Construction

6:18 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier was dispatched to the 2800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a call of a
suspicious person. The complainant said that an unknown man was bulldozing debris in the
rear of the location and dumping the debris on the beach. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsaier
made contact with the man who was observed operating a Bobcat in the back of the location.
The man said that he was doing cleanup for the owner of the hotel. Officer Ramsaier did not
observe any debris on the beach portion at the back. Case clear.

Nov. 19

Parking

11:31 p.m.

Officer Pescuma while on patrol, observed a vehicle parked in a closed commercial lot. A
NCIC/FCIC check shows that the vehicle was not reported stolen or abandoned. There were
no occupants and the vehicle was not derelict. The officer found a note on the windshield stat-
ing, “waiting on tow in the morning due to flat tire.” Case clear.

Nov. 20

Driver’s license

4:40 a.m.

Officer Ramsaier while on patrol observed a vehicle travelling in the same direction whose
tag lights were not illuminated and not clearly visible from 50 feet. The first observation was
int eh 1900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Officer Ramsaier continued in the same direction,
behind the vehicle until reaching the traffic light at the intersection of Gulf of Mexico Drive
and Bay Isles Parkway. The vehicle pulled into the right turn lane with a steady green light
and remained stopped at the light for approximately five seconds before turning eastbound
onto Bay Isles Parkway. The traffic stop was conducted at the 500 Bay Isles Parkway. Officer
Ramsaier conducted an FCIC/NCIC query at the time of the stop. Officer Ramsaier made
contact with the driver and asked him if he was the owner of the vehicle and he said that he
was not but that it was his son in law’s car. Officer Ramsaier explained the reason for the stop
and requested the driver’s license from the driver. The driver stated he works on Longboat Key.
When the officer asked if he had a driver’s license, he replied that he does not have one. Officer
Ramsaier asked if the driver had any identification or anything with his name on it, and he
produced a Consulate Identification Card from Mexico. Officer Ramsaier asked if the driver
was aware that he needed a valid driver’s license to operate a motor vehicle, and he replied that
he needs to work. The driver said he works at the Club. Officer Ramsaier cited him for no
driver’s license and improper tag lights. Case clear.

Resident check

12:14 p.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to Exeter Drive for a signal 13 call. The call was in reference to
a male caller saying something was in the water but it was not an emergency. The caller hung
up after saying it was not an emergency but a woman in the background could be heard say-
ing “no, no, no.” Upon Officer Maple’s arrival, he thoroughly canvassed the body of water in
between Exeter Drive and Falmouth Drive with negative sightings for anyone in distress or any
emergency circumstances. Bystanders said they didn't see or hear anything out of the ordinary
in the vicinity and no personnel were located close to the water. Case clear.

Nov. 11

Resident assist

9:45 a.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a suspicious
incident call. The call was in regard to possible illegal dumping of two railroad tiles in front of
the complainant’s home. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple spoke to the complainant who said
her home on Cedar Street had been devastated by a recent hurricane and they had to throw
most of their furniture out by the street. The furniture disposal occurred on or about he 11th of
November. During that time, there was no railroad ties on her property. After her furniture was
removed from the road she noticed the large railroad ties and believes they were placed there by
her neighbor but does not have proof. The complainant said her neighbor is not friendly and
complainant does not believe she should be responsible for the removal costs. Officer Maple
explained without evidence or a witness it would most likely be the homeowner’s responsibility
to remove. Case clear.
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#208 4,017 $8,995,000 4 4 1 0 $8,995,000
1581 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#605 4,017 $7,876,100 4 4 1 0 $7,639,817
550 WEDGE LN 2,649 $3,250,000 4 4 0 0 $3,185,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#144 3,825 $3,195,000 3 3 1 20 $2,900,000
612 MARBURY LN 1,128 $850,000 2 2 0 344 $755,000
2045 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#M1-615 1,076 $769,000 2 2 0 1 $750,000
860 EVERGREEN WAY 1,440 $768,000 2 2 1 72 $750,000
6750 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#161 936 $495,000 1 1 0 131 $350,000
4310 FALMOUTH DR Unit#A205 747 $399,000 1 1 0 121 $390,000
2600 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#G-14 $216,000 91 $210,000

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER [dsas TARANTINO
941-685-3590 e 941-893-7/203

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com
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443F John Ringling Blvd. * Sarasota, FL 34236
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MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA * $3,895 000
4BR/2.5BA e 3,257 SF

- TR e

453 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE, SARASOTA e $8,495,000 KANAYA ¢ 505 S. ORANGE AVE. #401, SARASOTA * $2,215,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION e 5BR/6BA e 4,500 SF NOW PENDING SALE ¢ 3BR/3.5BA END UNIT e 3,003 SF
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WineTimes

How Sweet It Was!

Wine drinkers of all ages in the USA shifted their purchases of wines dramatically from sweet
wines to dry table wines between 1960 and 1980.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

As the Thanksgiving holiday in the US approaches, families
are shopping for all of the traditional fresh turkey and dress-
ing, glazed ham, cranberry
relish, corn pudding, sweet
potato casserole, green vege-
tables and salads, wine, beer,
and spirits.

Food and drink fit the
the

advent of cooler weather.

harvest season and
Gravy and cream sauces,
craft beer, sweeter wines, and
sipping whiskey, liqueurs,
and dessert wines. No doubt
favorite Thanksgiving white
wines such as Riesling,
Gewilirztraminer, Moscato,
Muscadet, Viognier, Roussanne, and Marsanne tend to have
sweeter or heftier tastes than crisper white wines such as
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, and Pinot Gris/Grigio.

But how do popular wines today compare with popu-
lar wines in prior decades? This question came to the fore
when I noticed “Blu Nun” on the wine list of the Turmeric
Restaurant in Sarasota. Blue Nun wines enjoyed a wave of
sales in the USA during the 1960%s. A small taste of the Blue
Nun Riesling confirmed suspicions that the wine would taste
far too sweet: cloying, in fact. We had preferred the Blue Nun

SO4YNE

857

Liebfraumilch which has an even more cloying 32 grams of
residual sugar per liter compared to the Riesling merely exces-
sive 27 grams per liter. (True sophomoronics, we called the

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

We’re excited to be your partners as you embark
on your next life- changing journey. Discover how we
make your experience better and easier.

WORKING AS A TEAM TO BRING YOU

the home of your

dreams

LIDO KEY SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

LARSONG

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson
REALTOR®

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

Liebfraumilch “Leap Frog Milk”)

Not only has generation O (for old) tastes evolved from
sweet wines capable of inducing a diabetic coma, wine drink-
ers of all ages in the USA shifted their purchases of wines
dramatically from sweet wines to dry table wines between
1960 and 1980.

The reasons for this shift remain unclear. Perhaps because
the average Alcohol By Volume (ABV) of wines has increased
from around 12% prior to 1980 to 14.5%-15.0% currently,
the need to fortify wines has lessened. The 1980 and later
wines have been in effect fortified by a 3% increase in ABV.

The American Association of Wine Economists’ graph-
ics show the progression from one decade to the next. The
substantial increase in the popularity of sparkling wines looks
trivial in comparison to increases in the popularity of dry
table wines.

Concerns about sugar content of wine likely has played a
role among dieters and advocates of a Mediterranean diet.
We suspect that wine buyers pay more attention to calories in
wine than beer and spirits drinkers.

How sweet was wine in the 1960 era? Drugstores in the
USA continue to offer the sweet wines of the 1960’s. Try one
of them and see for yourself.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help develop research databases for
the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department
of Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited
premier vineyards and taste wines from major appellations in
California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in
Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the
Orego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between
residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle
in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restau-
rant shortly after graduating from college with a degree in
Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experi-
ence in the food and wine industry. Family and friends rate him
as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He lives in
Severna Park, Maryland.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Longboat 3cu JAcws
Sarasota City Ncws

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
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Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
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Sales
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HURRICANE DAMAGE?

Larry Moskowitz has practiced law in Florida for more than 35+ years, beginning
his career as an Assistant State Attorney/Prosecutor in Broward County, FL. He
is an accomplished trial attorney with over 150 jury trials to verdict.

(DY LAW com

LARRY MOSKOWITZ, PA
PROPERTY DAMAGE LAWYERS

Main Office: 400 SE 9th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Satellite Offices: Ft. Myers & Tampa (by appointment).
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Business Directory

Mes /Ziesthetics
dellness
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

e Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110 ¥
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

ROYAL LIGHT HOME CARE
Serving Longboat, Lido & Sarasota

Errands + Meal Prep « Grocery Shopping
Private Care * Appointments » Event Outings
Companionship + Med Reminders
Hospital Sitting «+ Emotional Support
Light Housekeeping * Royal Light Readers

Please call Lashunda or Alicia
941-500-2040
www.RoyalLightHomeCare.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN’'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
e HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 * Sarasota

BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991

Suite 11 _
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

941.702.8159
Steff s St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEE:sEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

We appreciate your patience and
support while we recover and rebuild
post hurricane! We ARE able to
provide hair/nail services NOW so
please call 941-387-9807.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Fresh Air

and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides

Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront,
and the Gulf Islands

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Invi A
navngatlng the dynamic real es-taée marke

Barbers

LONGBOAT KEY e SARASQ
LAKEWOOD RANCH

LEIGHTON ALLENBY

78 - = 3
~ ! - REALTOR®
/ ¢ 239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby. el e

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

° Massage

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

r ] -
4 ang

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Letters, from page 8

FEMA 50 percent presentation

To: City of Clearwater Floodplain Administrator Eugene Henry

Could T get an electronic copy of your presentation/the packet you gave out Saturday?
Longboat Key in Manatee County — if it is okay with you, I would like to share it with their
Building Dept — or you could reach out directly:

Allen Parsons — Director of Planning, Zoning and Building

aparson@longboatkey.org

I spoke with the assistant to their town manager and told her about your “teach in” on the
FEMA 50 percent rule and that I would ask if you would share your presentation. Or is there
a recording on the city website?

Julie Garrett

Public Affairs Specialist

Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience

EFEMA 50 percent presentation
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Good idea to include insurance in your community session. I have heard a lot of stories from
homeowners over the years about their struggles to get their claims processed fairly.

Please allow us to participate as we have good options for folks. I am going to share some of
the points below... don’t want to overwhelm you with too much info.

I've been assigned to outreach for Sarasota and Manatee Counties, so hoping to visit your
office in person in the near future.

Low interest, federal disaster loans are for homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes, and

Longboat Beaches, from page 1

facilities at Bayfront Part. The public beach accesses on Longboat Key do not have restrooms,
so the ones at Bayfront Park save you from having to get in your car and drive to a restroom.
However, like the previously mentioned access points you have to cross the street at this beach
access as well.

The beach accesses at 3175 Gulf of Mexico Drive and 3355 Gulf of Mexico Drive have
parking on the beach side of the road. If you are not a fan of walking across Gulf of Mexico
Drive maybe these are the beach accesses for you.

The beach access at 3495 Gulf of Mexico Drive Has handicap accessible parking on the
beach side of the road and additional parking across the street on Longview.

The beach access at 100 North Shore Road is the most Northern access on the island. It has
parking on the beach side of Gulf of Mexico Drive. It is also my personal favorite. I loved it
when the beach was smaller, and the fishing piers were longer. I used to walk through the trees
to get to the very northern beach next to the bridge. It was a great location for photos. During
high tide I would sometimes have to wade through the Gulf water to even get to the path that
went through the trees. Now that the beach is wider and deeper it is a beautiful beach that
can accommodate more people. Even so, there is always only a fraction of the people there as
are across the channel on Coquina Beach. I often see couples taking engagement or wedding
pictures there. My favorites are the soon-to=be moms wearing long flowing dresses that expose
their baby bump having pregnancy pictures taken. I also cant begin to tell you how many
dolphins and manatee I have spotted there. Even the trees that mother nature uprooted and
left lying on the beach look like works of art.

There are also accesses at 4711 and 4795 Gulf of Mexico Drive. Both have handicap acces-
sible parking on site.

Another good beach access is at 100 Broadway Street. It is one of the larger beach access
points on Longboat Key with a long wooden boardwalk leading out to the beach. They even
have little cubbies for your shoes. You can watch a gorgeous sunset on the beach and then walk
across the street to Whitney’s for dinner. I love the Strawberry Walnut Salad at Whitney’s.

You can also use the parking at the 100 Broadway Street access when using the beach access
at 6647 Gulf of Mexico Drive.

The beach access at 7055 Seabreaze has no public parking available. I feel like it is probably
used by locals who can walk to that access.

Lastly, I have to mention that even though it is not a beach access, you can go to the parking
area at the very south end of Longboat Key, on the West side of Gulf of Mexico Drive. Get
out of your car and take the walkway along the water that goes under Gulf of Mexico Drive.
Head toward the trees.

There is a fairly easy pathway through the trees and part is even finished with composite
wood. There is a conservation area there and several picaboo views of the water. You will end
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nonprofit organizations — these loans are for uncompensated physical losses — filling that gap
between what insurance pays and what your residents need to fully repair and rebuild, includ-
ing if your homeowners must rebuild to higher standards due to FEMA’s 50 percent rule.

Disaster loans cover things FEMA and insurance do not, including insurance deductibles
and outdoor damage to fencing, decks, sheds, landscaping, driveways, walkways, etc. They
cover condos and HOAs. There is the option to add mitigation funding to these loans. Those
with severe damage have the option to roll their repairs and existing mortgage into a new, low-
interest loa, or to use their loan to relocate. So, it is more than just a straight-up loan; there are
nuances.... that can really give your residents additional options for their recovery.

We encourage everyone with damage to apply; it is free to apply and there is no obligation
to accept. They have 3 weeks to look over the paperwork and decide, and if they decide not
to get the loan at this time, they have 6 months to change their mind. Once they get a loan,
they have 2 years to increase the amount if their repairs end up costing more than planned or
if they want to add funding for mitigation projects.

If tourism is down and your small businesses are feeling economic impacts, they can apply
for working capital to help them meet their operating expenses and keep the doors open until
Longboat Key fully recovers. They can also cover lost repairs and lost rental income for Air
BnBs or vacation rentals through business loans.

Julie Garrett

Public Affairs Specialist

Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience

U.S. Small Business Administration

up at a nice overlook type of deck that looks out onto the water. A lot of times the water is so
clear you can see the sheepshead and other fish swimming around the pylons. I have also on
occasion been able to watch multiple kite surfers out on the water.

I don’t think you can go wrong with any beach access. The Longboat Key beaches are all
beautiful and very rarely crowded. I go as often as I can, even if sometimes it is just to take in
our breathtaking sunsets.

Remember to take time for yourself and go to the beach. Dig your toes in the sand. Breath
in the Gulf air and as they say in the Disney movie Frozen, “Let it Go.”
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QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
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Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email Admin@tbieducationcenter.org
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REAL ESTATE BY REAL EXPERTS

JUST LISTED

ATRIUM e $929,000 GRAND BAY e $2,295,000 THE MARK e $1,499,000
2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #547 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #343, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004 ¢ SARASOTA, FL
3BR/2BA ¢ 2,105SF e Excellent Value ¢ Bay views 3BR/3BA e 2,550 SF e Furnished e Bay views 2BR/2.5BA ¢ 1,513 SF e Sleek, modern interior e City views
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

COREY’S LANDING ¢ $2,900,000 QUEENS HARBOUR e $1,490,000 WEST OF TRAIL ¢ $2,599,000

3542 MISTLETOE LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL 3605 FAIR OAKS PLACE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY 1886 PROSPECT STREET ¢ SARASOTA
4BR/3.5BA e 3,396 SF ¢ Updated 4BR/3.5BA e 3,713 SF e Corner lot ¢ Private beach access 4BR/4BA e 3,444 SF e Built in 2016
Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.

MOTIVATED SELLER e N g -

A ; : . . ™ i
SUTTON PLACE e $479,000 THE MEADOWS e $479,000 ISLANDER CLUB e $649,000
569 SUTTON PLACE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL 4737 CHANDLERS FORDE #14 o SARASOTA 2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N e LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA ¢ 1,198 SF ¢ Furnished e Gulf to Bay community 2BR+OFFICE /2.5BA * 2,050 SF e Updated 2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Furnished e Covered Parking Space

Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation. Offering a 3% buyer broker compensation.
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OVER $120 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD - JUST IN 2024
TOP 10 COLDWELL BANKER SALES ASSOCIATE - 2023
TOP 1.5% OF ALL REALTORS IN THE NATION

TOP FLORIDA 100 REALTOR - COLDWELL BANKER
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Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318 BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.
The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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