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See Your Local
Case IH Dealer Today!

BAKERSFIELD
Sonsray Machinery

661-327-1641

COLUSA
N&S Tractor Co.
530-458-2166

DOS PALOS
N&S Tractor Co.
209-392-2161

FIVE POINTS
Sonsray Machinery

559-884-2431

FRESNO
Sonsray Machinery

559-834-2277

MERCED
N&S Tractor Co.
209-383-5888

SALINAS
Sonsray Machinery

 831-240-0378

STOCKTON
N&S Tractor Co.
209-944-5500

STRATFORD
N&S Tractor Co.
559-947-3301

TULARE
Linder Equipment Co

559-685-5000

TURLOCK
N&S Tractor Co.
209-634-1777

WILLOWS
N&S Tractor Co.
530-934-3382

WOODLAND
Wilkinson International

 530-662-7373

YUBA CITY
N&S Tractor Co.
530-923-7675

Case IH Recognized for First-Class
Agricultural Innovation from ASABE 
with Seven Awards

The AE50 awards, sponsored annually by 
ASABE, highlight the best innovation in engi-
neering and technology across agriculture, 
food and biological systems

Case IH emerged as a big winner in this 
year’s AE50 awards, presented by the Amer-
ican Society of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers (ASABE), for the most innovative 
products in the agricultural, food and bio-
logical industries. With seven product inno-
vations recognized by ASABE, Case IH was 
among the most awarded agriculture com-
panies. The awards – chosen by global engi-
neering experts – highlight Case IH's contin-
ued focus on purposeful solutions to elevate 
farmer productivity around the world.

The following Case IH product innova-
tions were recognized with AE50 awards:

• AF Series Combines.
• Axial-Flow® 260 Series Combines.
• C500 Series Corn Heads.
• Automatic Productivity Management 2.0

for Magnum™ Tractors.
• Steiger® Quadtrac Heavy-Duty Suspesion.
• Large Square Baler Automation.
• Modular Tramline System for Early Riser®

2160 48 Row 20-inch Large Front-Fold
Planter.

“These product innovations recognized 
by ASABE are a reflection of our commitment 
to serve farmers with solutions to boost their 
efficiency and productivity,” said Kurt Coffey, 
Vice President Case IH North America. “We are 
honored to be presented, once again, with 
AE50 awards for engineering and technology 
innovation across our portfolio of products.”

Harvesting Lineup Expansion
This year, Case IH upgraded and expand-

ed its combine lineup with the launch of the 
Axial-Flow 260 series and the new AF series, 
built to meet the varying needs of farmers 
across the globe. With the largest harvesting 
lineup in the industry, farmers can find the 
perfect harvesting partner for their operation 
at Case IH.

The Axial-Flow 260 series combine incor-
porates the latest technology to take harvest-
ing to the next level with subscription-free, 
integrated technology. The premium tech-
nology built within the combine sets a new 
standard for operator experience while also 
maximizing throughput and grain handling 
with single-rotor Case IH harvesting technol-
ogy.

To expand the Case IH combine portfo-
lio, the AF series combines have been re-
designed from the ground up to maximize 
capacity and crop flow with efficient horse-
power, simplified maintenance and connec-

tivity built-in at base. The single-rotor AF9 
and AF10 models, along with the dual-rotor 
AF11, provide solutions in Class 9 and 10+ 
to help farmers cover more acres in less time 
with increased power and throughput.

The C500 series corn heads were created 
to pair seamlessly with the AF and 260 series 
combines, delivering the reliability, durabil-
ity and enhanced grain savings and perfor-
mance farmers expect from Case IH.

Automation for Balers
Designed for hands-free efficiency, Case 

IH Large Square Baler Automation controls 
speed and steering to match windrow vol-
ume and maximize throughput for consis-
tent, high-quality bales. Case IH Large Square 
Baler Automation is the industry’s first LiDAR 
(light detection and ranging) baling system, 
simplifying the driver experience for hay pro-
ducers while delivering efficiency and pro-
ductivity.

Tractor Enhancements
Case IH continues to set the bar in track 

technology with the Quadtrac Heavy-Duty 
Suspension (HDS). HDS brings greater pro-
ductivity through faster transport speeds of 
up to 26.5 mph, and less shock to the ma-
chine and operator due to the fully suspend-
ed track system conforming to the ground. 
Built for durability and agronomic principles 
in mind, HDS delivers unmatched comfort 
and reduced soil compaction via a larger 
footprint.

To enhance and refine the industry leg-
ends, Model Year 2025 Magnum tractors with 
21x5 PowerDrive transmissions will have Au-
tomatic Productivity Management 2 (APM2). 
APM2 manages the driveline and engine to 
control ground speed while optimizing fuel 
economy and preventing engine stalls.

Early Riser Planter Innovation
The Modular Tramline System for the 

Early Riser 2160 48-row 20-inch Large Front-
Fold planter offers industry-leading 20-inch 
planter tramline compatibility, productivity, 
and performance. The Modular Tramline Sys-
tem is tailored to the swath sizes of a farmer’s 
equipment fleet while minimizing the num-
ber of unused tramlines in a field.

These modular tramlines reduce the risk 
of running over plants on subsequent passes 
through the field with narrow track or tire-
equipped tractors, liquid fertilizer applicators, 
and/or sprayers. This results in increased yield 
potential, increased productivity and reduced 
operator fatigue.

To learn more about these award-winning 
products, visit caseih.com or speak with your 
local dealer.
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Revolutionizing Soil Health and Organic Farming
with Propane-Powered Soil Steaming

By Michael Newland, director of agriculture business develop-
ment at the Propane Education & Research Council (PERC)

As agriculture adapts to modern challenges, innovative 
solutions are vital for growers aiming to meet both consumer 
and environmental demands. At the 2025 World Ag Expo, the 
Propane Education & Research Council (PERC) is introducing 
technology that could transform how farmers combat soil-
borne threats. 

At the Western Propane Gas Association (WPGA) booth 
(West Street WS20 and WS22), attendees can learn about 
propane’s pivotal role as a clean, reliable, and cost-effective 
energy source in agriculture production. In addition to view-
ing a variety of propane-powered equipment—like irrigation 
engines, a mower, and generators—attendees will get an 
exclusive first look at the new propane-powered soil steamer. 
A press conference introducing the new technology will be 
held at the WPGA booth on Tuesday, February 11th at 3 p.m. 

The propane-powered soil steamer offers a pesticide-free, 
eco-friendly method to boost crop yields while reducing re-
liance on chemicals—a significant advancement for sustain-
able farming practices.

Harnessing the Power of Steam
For decades, soil steaming has been an effective tool for 

disinfecting soil, but scalability issues have limited its use on 
commercial farms. The new propane-powered soil steamer 
solves this challenge. Designed for efficiency, it targets the 
top 1-2 inches of soil, where most weed seeds and nem-
atodes reside, using shallow steaming technology. This 
precision ensures optimal results while minimizing energy 
consumption—a significant advantage for high-value crops 
like strawberries, lettuce, carrots, and cabbage.

In trials, this method has proven to increase lettuce yields 
by up to 25% in areas impacted by soilborne pathogens 
like lettuce drop. These results underscore the potential for 

healthier, more abundant harvests.
Eco-Friendly and Economical
Cleaner, lower-emission propane plays 

a critical role in ensuring the efficiency and 
environmental benefits of this system. By 
replacing pesticides and herbicides, the 
soil steamer addresses increasing consum-
er and regulatory demands for chemi-
cal-free farming methods. Additionally, the 
reliability of propane-powered equipment 
provides farmers with consistent perfor-
mance even in remote areas, bypassing 
the risks associated with electrical grid 
instability.

Farmers also stand to benefit financially. 
By reducing weeding labor costs by up to 
50 percent and enabling shorter crop ro-
tation intervals, the propane-powered soil 
steamer offers a high return on investment. 
Its banded steam application is tailored to 

specific crop needs, further enhancing operational efficiency.
Propane’s Role in Sustainable Agriculture
Beyond soil steaming, propane has long been a trusted 

energy source in agriculture, powering grain dryers, irrigation 
engines, building or water heating, and more. Its portabili-
ty, availability, and naturally reduced emissions make it an 
essential tool for modern farming. With technologies like the 
soil steamer, propane continues to demonstrate its versatility 
and value as a clean energy solution.

A Promising Future with Propane
The propane-powered soil steamer represents a signifi-

cant step forward in sustainable farming practices overall. As 
growers face mounting pressures to increase efficiency and 
reduce environmental impact, innovations like this offer prac-
tical, impactful solutions. By integrating this technology into 
their operations, farmers can achieve healthier crops, greater 
yields, and a greener future.

For more information about the propane-powered soil 
steamer, visit www.Propane.com/Soil-Steamer. For more 
information about propane’s versatility in agriculture, visit 
www.Propane.com/Agriculture.
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Furrow Roller

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
179 So. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone (559) 584-8652

www.smithweldingshop.com

6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, CA 93308

Office (661) 587-3123 • Jerry (661) 333-3040
www.Gouldauction.com    •    Email: Gouldhitch@aol.com

GOULD AUCTION
& Appraisal Co. LLC

Integrity, Experience, Results

LIVE AUCTION & ONLINE BIDDING
*PROXIBID HANDLING ALL ONLINE BIDS*

www.proxibid.com

Bond #CA MS150-49-03 USA MS2892233

2019 GMC 1500 Crew Cab 4x4, 153,000 Miles, 
2018 Honda Accord, 2017 Ford F150 4x4, (6) 2014 
& 2018 F150 Pickups (2) 2008 Ford F150 Pickup, 
2008 GMC Sierra Pickup W/Camper Shell, (2) 2008 
Ford F350 Utility, 2006 Ford F150 Pickup 4x4, 2017 
Dodge w/Cummings Diesel, 4x4 3500, 2009 5500 
Ram, Cummings Diesel Engine, Terex Man Lift, 4x4, 
Not Carb Compliant, 2012 & 2007 Chevy Colorado 
Pickups,  2000 GMC 6500 Stake Bed Truck, 2001 
Chevy Suburban, 2001 Chevy 1500 Pickup, (4) 2008, 
t0 2001Chevy 10 Passenger Vans, More Pickups 
expected.

(2) 2010 Chevy 24 Passenger Busses, Thomas Die-
sel no seats bus W/Ramp, 88 Blue Bird 84 Passen-
ger, 2004 Super Lite Monster Toy Hauler,
2 Axle, 4000 Generator,  6 Honda ATVS, Spiral
Electric Stair Case, Hand Wash Stations, Electric 
Chairs, School Lockers, Rocks, Shop Tools, (15) 
22’x23’ &33’ x 25’ & 45’x25’ & 20’ x 30’ &22’ x 23’ & 
20’ x 12’ & 11’ x 19’ & 42’ x 30’ & Many Tin Sheeting 
Lots, Traffic Cones, New 500’ x 6.5’ High Chain Link 
Fencing In Crate, 18 & 36 New Sections Livestock 
Pannels, (9) New Work Benches, Atlantic Wood 
Edger, Fork Lift Extensions, Many Rot Iron Fencing, 
& Gates.

(2) Miller Wire Feed Welders, Welding Table, (6) 40’ 
New Steel Containers, Some K/4 Doors, (4) 20’ Steel 
Containers, (2) 20’ Used Containers, (6) 8’ to 10’ New 
Containers, (6) New Toilets W/Showers, 20’ New 
Portable Office, (2) New Mobile Expandable Prefab 
House, New Prefab Tiny Cube.

UPCOMING AUCTION
Saturday, February 15th • 9:00 AM

Inspection: Friday February 14th • 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
6200 Price Way • Bakersfield, CA 93308

Friends of the California State Fair Opens 
Annual Scholarship Application
By Friends of the California State Fair

The application period for the 2025-26 Friends of the Califor-
nia State Fair Scholarship Program is now open to graduating 
high school seniors and current college students in the state of 
California.

Through this program, Friends of the California State Fair 
will award scholarships of $1,000 to $2,500 scholarships across 
twelve categories such as agriculture, art, business, culinary/hos-
pitality/event planning and trade school. Eligibility criteria vary 
by category but every candidate will be evaluated on academic 
achievements, community involvement, volunteerism and essay 
responses. 

In addition to the category winners, the Ironstone Concours 
Foundation/Friends of the California State Fair selects one 
exceptional candidate as the overall winner to receive a $5,000 
scholarship. In 2024, this recognition went to Teagan Wunschel, 
a cattle rancher now studying Animal Science and Ag Communi-
cations at California State University-Chico.

"As a fifth generation rancher I've been immersed in the 
world of ranching from an early age. But, it was my decision to 
venture into showing cattle that introduced me to a new level 
of learning about the importance of breed improvement and 
advocacy that inspired in me a love of the beef industry that 
extended beyond our ranch and has driven me to pursue an 
education where I hope to focus on bovine genetics and breed 
improvement.," said Wunschel in her scholarship application. "I 
will use my degree in Animal Science and Agriculture Communi-
cations to advocate for agriculture in California and help push for 
new and improved breeding that can produce a more sustain-
able product for consumers while also benefiting producers."

The scholarship application deadline for the 2025-26 aca-
demic year is March 3, 2025. Learn more and find a link to the 
online application process at calexpostatefair.com/participate/
friends-of-the-ca-state-fair/scholarship.



6  CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | FEBRUARY 2025



 FEBRUARY 2025 | CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE  7

CCOF Releases New Marketing Toolkit for Small and Underserved 
Producers

California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF) released a 
comprehensive Small Organic Farmer Marketing Toolkit for 
small-scale and underserved organic producers. The toolkit, 
available in English and Spanish, provides actionable strategies 
for farmers to improve the marketing of their organic products. 
The toolkit serves as a guide that reduces the market accessibil-
ity gap between family farmers and large-scale operations that 
have their own marketing departments.

CCOF designed the Small Organic Farmer Marketing Toolkit 
to provide producers with the concepts, strategies, and insights 
needed to successfully market organic products, boost sales, 
and expand their customer base.

The toolkit covers marketing essentials including identifying 
target audiences; branding and business identity; direct-to-con-
sumer, wholesale, and business-to-business sales and marketing 
channels; marketing tips for websites, email, and social media; 
making the most of farmers markets and trade shows; and 
more.

Through CCOF’s partnership with the Community Alliance 
with Family Farmers (CAFF), the toolkit will be disseminated to 
approximately 500 producers. CAFF will provide 600 hours of 
technical assistance and 18 trainings, both in-person and virtual, 
to build the marketing skills that small and underserved organic 
farmers and transitioning farmers need to access new markets.

“We are thrilled to provide this toolkit to help small and 
underserved producers improve their marketing reach and con-
nect with more customers,” says CCOF CEO Kelly Damewood. 
“We are proud to work with CAFF to get it into people’s hands 
and start seeing positive results.”

The first training opportunity will take place at EcoFarm, an 
organic farming conference held annually at Asilomar in Pacific 
Grove, CA, on Thursday, January 23, from 10:30am – 12:00pm. 
The workshop “Sell More of What You Grow” will introduce the 
toolkit including concepts and practical steps to enter new mar-
kets.  “We are excited to partner with CCOF to make marketing 
resources more accessible for farmers. Throughout the rest of 
2025 and through 2026, we will host a series of no-cost work-
shops so that every farmer has the opportunity to strengthen 
their marketing skills,” says Grace Jackson, Farmer Services 
Central Valley Regional Lead.

The Small Organic Farmer Marketing Toolkit is made possible 
by an Organic Market Development Grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Marketing to Expand Economic Opportunity for Small and 
Underserved Farmers. The toolkit is part of the $3 million grant 
CCOF received from the USDA in 2024 to open and expand 
new revenue streams for the organic industry and create more 
opportunities for American farmers.

It’s Fendt.  It’s tIme.

© 2024 AGCO Corporation. Fendt is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO® and Fendt® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. 

This is the Fendt® 1000 Series, German-engineered and so unique they had to give it its own  
power output category. At more than 500 HP, these are machines you can put to work 365 days a 
year. Literally, every component has been built to deliver maximum power — and use less fuel to do 
it. Life is full of compromises, but your tractor shouldn’t be one of them. Learn more at fendt.com or 
visit Empire Agriculture. 

It’s tIme FOR tHe mOst POWeRFUL 
YeAR-ROUnd tRACtOR tHe WORLd 
HAs eVeR eXPeRIenCed.

190 S. Intake Blvd., Blythe, CA 92225  |  (760) 921-9500
3393 Highway 86, Imperial, CA 92251 |  (760) 355-2443
www.empireag.com
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Young orchard water and nutrient management workshops 
offered in Madera, Stockton, Parlier, Tulare

By Pamela S Kan-Rice
Assistant director, news and Information Outreach

Growers invited to discuss young almonds, pistachios, 
walnuts, olives, citrus and peach orchards starting Feb. 18

To help growers manage irrigation and nutrients for 
young and immature orchards, UC Cooperative Extension is 
offering workshops in Madera, Stockton, Parlier and Tulare. 

The workshops will feature presentations by various 
experts and researchers focusing on best irrigation and 
nutrient management practices tailored specifically for young 
orchards in the San Joaquin Valley. They will cover almonds, 
pistachios, walnuts, olives, citrus, and peaches.

“Attendees will gain insights into the irrigation and 
nutrient needs of young orchards, which are different from 
those applicable to mature orchards, and learn strategies for 
adjusting these practices as orchards mature,” said Moneim 
Mohamed, UC Cooperative Extension irrigation and soils 
advisor for Stanislaus, San Joaquin and Merced counties. 
“This knowledge aims to ensure healthier tree development, 
better resource use and more resilient orchards in the face of 
climate change.”

Growers, certified crop advisers and other agricultural 
professionals are encouraged to attend. Workshop attend-
ees may request one-on-one assistance from a UCCE farm 
advisor.

Speakers include UCCE advisors Moneim Mohamed, Mae 
Culumber, Cameron Zuber, Tobias Oker, Phoebe Gordon and 
Raymond Mireles; UCCE specialists Giulia Marino and Khaled 
Bali; Charles Hillyer of Fresno State; and USDA research agron-
omist Sultan Begna.

The Young Orchard Irrigation and Nutrient Management 
workshops will be held in four locations: 

Madera
Feb. 18 (8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.)
Madera County Farm Bureau, 

1102 S Pine St., Madera, CA 
93637

Register at https://ucanr.edu/
orchardsmadera

Stockton
Feb. 20 (8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.)
Robert J Cabral Agricultural 

Center, Assembly Room 3, 2101 
E Earhart Ave #200, Stockton, CA 
95206

Register at https://ucanr.edu/
orchardsstockton

Parlier
Feb. 25 (8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.)
Kearney Agricultural Research 

and Extension Center, Nectarine 
Room, 9240 S. Riverbend Ave, 
Parlier, CA 93648
Register at https://ucanr.edu/or-

chardskearney
Tulare
Feb. 27 (8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.)
UC Cooperative Extension, 4437-B S. Laspina St., Tulare, CA 

93274
Register at 

https://ucanr.
edu/orchard-
stulare

Work-
shops are free 
and include 
coffee breaks, 
lunch and 
workshop 
materials 
along with 
the pre-
sentations. 
Registration is 
required. 

These 
workshops 
are sup-
ported by a 
grant from 
California 
Department 
of Food and 
Agriculture 
and co-sponsored by Almond Board of California, California 
Pistachio Research Board, Meter Group Inc., AvidWater, SWAN 
Systems, and HotSpot AG.

UC Cooperative Extension researchers will discuss best irrigation and nutrient management practic-
es tailored specifically for young orchards in the San Joaquin Valley.

Moneim Mohamed, UCCE irrigation and soils ad-
visor, will discuss water and nutrient management 
in non-bearing walnuts.
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COME VISIT US AT

FEB 11-13
Space

O53 & P54
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Scientists Leverage AI to Fast-Track Methane
Mitigation Strategies in Animal Agriculture

A new study from USDA’s Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) and Iowa State University (ISU) reveals that generative 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) can help expedite the search for 
solutions to reduce enteric methane emissions caused by 
cows in animal agriculture, which accounts for about 33 
percent of U.S. agriculture and 3 percent of total U.S. green-
house gas emissions.

"Developing solutions to address methane emissions 
from animal agriculture is a critical priority. Our scientists 
continue to use innovative and data-driven strategies to 
help cattle producers achieve emission reduction goals 
that will safeguard the environment and promote a more 
sustainable future for agriculture," said ARS Administrator 
Simon Liu.

One of these innovative solutions starts in the cow’s 
stomach, where microorganisms contribute to enteric 
fermentation and cause cows to belch methane as part of 
normal digestion processes. The team of scientists found 
a group of compound molecules capable of inhibiting 
methane production in the largest of the cow’s four stom-
ach compartments, the rumen, which can be tested to help 
mitigate methane emissions.

One molecule in particular, bromoform, which is natu-
rally found in seaweed, has been identified by the scientific 
community to demonstrate properties that can result in re-
ducing cattle enteric methane production by 80-98 percent 
when fed to cattle. Unfortunately, bromoform is known to 
be a carcinogen, limiting its potential use in cattle for food 
safety reasons. Therefore, scientists continue to search for 
molecules with similar potential to inhibit enteric methane. 
However, this type of research presents challenges of being 
especially time-consuming and expensive. 

In response to these challenges, a team of scientists at 
the ARS Livestock Nutrient Management Research Unit and 
ISU’s Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering 
combined generative AI with large computational models to 
jumpstart the quest for bromoform-like molecules that can 
do the same job without toxicity.

"We are using advanced molecular simulations and AI to 
identify novel methane inhibitors based on the properties 
of previously investigated inhibitors [like bromoform], but 
that are safe, scalable, and have a large potential to inhibit 
methane emissions,” said Matthew Beck, a research animal 
scientist working with ARS at the time the study was com-
pleted and is now with Texas A&M University’s Department 
of Animal Science. "Iowa State University is leading the 
computer simulation and AI work, while ARS is taking the 
lead in identifying compounds and truth testing them using 
a combination of in vitro [laboratory] and in vivo [live cattle] 
studies."

Publicly available databases that contained scientific 
data collected from previous studies on the cows’ rumen 
were used to build large computational models. AI, along 
with these models, was used to predict the behavior of 

molecules and to identify those that can be further tested in 
a laboratory. The results from the laboratory tests feed the 
computer models for AI to make more accurate predictions, 
creating a feedback loop process known as a graph neural 
network.

"Our graph neural network is a machine learning model, 
which learns the properties of molecules, including details 
of the atoms and the chemical bonds that hold them, while 
retaining useful information about the molecules' properties 
to help us study how they are likely to behave in the cow's 
stomach," said ISU Assistant Professor Ratul Chowdhury. "We 
studied their biochemical fingerprint to identify what makes 
them do the job successfully as opposed to the other fifty 
thousand molecules that are lurking around in the cow’s 
rumen but don’t actively stop the production of methane."

"This study successfully demonstrated that fifteen 
molecules cluster very close to each other in what we call a 
‘functional methanogenesis inhibition space,’ meaning they 
seem to contain the same enteric methane inhibition poten-
tial, chemical similarity, and cell permeability as bromoform," 
added Chowdhury.

Scientists believe AI can play a significant role in under-
standing how known molecules interact with both proteins 
and the microbial community of the rumen and thereby 
discover novel molecules and potentially key interactions 
within the rumen microbiome. This type of predictive mod-
eling can be particularly helpful for animal nutritionists.

"There are other promising strategies currently available 
to mitigate enteric methane emissions, but the available 
solutions are relatively limited," said USDA-ARS Research 
Leader Jacek Koziel. "This is why combining AI with labo-
ratory research, through iterative refinement, is a valuable 
scientific tool. AI can fast-forward the research and ac-
celerate these several pathways that animal nutritionists, 
researchers, and companies can pursue to get us closer to 
a very ambitious goal of limiting greenhouse gas emissions 
and helping mitigate climate change."

The study also presents a total computational and 
monetary cost breakdown to conduct this research on a 
per molecule basis. This analysis was conducted to show an 
estimate of potential costs and foreseeable pitfalls of this re-
search. This estimate can be used to guide decision-making 
on investments for this type of research to be done entirely 
in a laboratory.

Chowdhury, Beck, and Koziel are co-authors in the paper 
published in Animal Frontiers, along with Nathan Frazier 
(ARS) and Logan Thompson (Kansas State University).  Mo-
hammed Sakib Noor, an ISU graduate student, is working 
with Chowdhury to develop the graph neural networks.

The Agricultural Research Service is the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's chief scientific in-house research agency. 
Daily, ARS focuses on solutions to agricultural problems 
affecting America. Each dollar invested in U.S. agricultural 
research results in $20 of economic impact.
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Serving Agriculture Since 1884

(559) 685-5000    www.linderequipmentkubota.com

Come and see our huge inventory of
Case IH and Kubota tractors

Low-rate financing available and or Lease options!

READY FOR RENT OR PURCHASE
from 25 hp to 620 hp

Also, for rent many implements to choose from!
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UC ANR Fire Network shares resources on reducing 
impacts of wildfire, smoke

By Michael Hsu
Senior Public Information Representative

Fire advisors offer guidance on minimizing damage, pre-
paring for evacuation, protecting against smoke

With exceptionally dry conditions persisting in many parts 
of California, residents should double their efforts to prepare 
homes, families, businesses and communities for potential 
wildfire and smoke impacts, according to University of Cali-
fornia fire experts.

“Even as firefighters make progress in containing the Los 
Angeles-area fires, communities must continue to be vigilant 
across Southern California and other regions that are experi-
encing this historically dry ‘wet season,'” said Lenya Quinn-Da-
vidson, director of UC Agriculture and Natural Resources' Fire 
Network.

The Fire Network is a team of UC Cooperative Extension 
fire and natural resource advisors, specialists and staff who 
deliver fire-related research, outreach, and support for com-
munities across the state.

The experts have assembled a website with a wide range 
of relevant resources at ucanr.edu/fire. Quinn-Davidson said 
the “Wildfire Preparedness” page contains essential informa-
tion on how to protect homes and property from fire: https://
ucanr.edu/sites/fire/Preparedness.

“There are many small but significant tasks that people 
can complete to shore up potential danger spots and mini-
mize fire damage,” she emphasized.

Experts highlight six things to do before evacuating
For communities where evacuation warnings have been 

issued, Quinn-Davidson and other members of 
the Fire Network urge residents to do six key 
things in advance of an actual evacuation order.

Close windows, fireplace screens, pet doors 
and skylights.

Move inside patio cushions, brooms and 
door mats; tie open wooden gates that attach 
to the house or deck to prevent a fire from 
traveling from the fence to the house.

Relocate any propane tanks away from the 
home.

Stage buckets of water and garden hoses in 
visible locations.

Dress for evacuation: long sleeve cotton 
clothes, sturdy shoes, hat and face protection 
and leather gloves.

Put your “go-bag” in your vehicle and share 
your evacuation plans with out-of-area family 
or friends.

The UC ANR Fire Network website also 
includes downloadable checklists – in English 
and Spanish – for your go-bag (https://ucanr.
edu/sites/fire/Safety/Evacuation/Preparing_a_
Go-Bag/) and for a host of important pre-evac-
uation tasks for your household, property, pets 
and livestock (https://ucanr.edu/sites/fire/Safe-

ty/Evacuation/).   
“These actions can make a tremendous difference when 

preparing for wildfire, even just hours before evacuation,” 
Quinn-Davidson said.

Take precautions to protect yourself from smoke
During wildfire events, smoke from nearby fires can blan-

ket nearby areas. A primer on harmful health effects, a list of 
tips for reducing smoke exposure, and other resources and 
links can be found on the UC ANR Fire Network site: https://
ucanr.edu/sites/fire/Safety/Air_Quality_and_Smoke/.

“It's important to monitor your local air quality so you can 
mitigate smoke impacts,” said Katie Low, statewide coordi-
nator for UC ANR's Fire Network. “One go-to resource is fire.
airnow.gov. If the AQI – Air Quality Index – is high, I would 
limit my outdoor activity, wear an N95 mask if I do go outside, 
and run my air purifier.”

For instructions on making a DIY air cleaner, creating a 
“clean air space” in your home and fitting an N95 mask prop-
erly, visit the California Air Resources Board's “Smoke Ready 
California” page: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/smokereadyca.

A wildfire can also contaminate drinking water to an 
extent beyond what boiling can remedy; residents should 
check with their local water department or district for any 
advisories.

Another useful tool is the crowd-sourced #FireMappers 
fire activity map – powered by the National Alliance for Public 
Safety GIS Foundation, GISCorps, and CEDR Digital – accessi-
ble through the UC ANR Fire Network site: https://ucanr.edu/
sites/fire/Safety/Current/. 

Yana Valachovic, University of California Cooperative extension forest advisor, discusses 
home-hardening options with homeowners in nevada County.                Photo by Katie Low
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Kubota Unveils Wide Range of Customer
Solutions at CES® 2025, Brings More Connectivity 
and Automation to Its Equipment Portfolio

Powertrain and Tech Choices Debuted for Residential, Ag, and Construction Segments;
New All-Terrain KATR, CES 2025 Best of Innovation Award Winner.

Kubota North America during a media briefing at CES® 
2025 shared their vision for the future that includes offering 
more customer solutions across its entire equipment portfo-
lio and providing greater choice—offering diverse powertrain 
options, seamless access to data and analytics, improved con-
nectivity, and advanced automation. This approach ensures 
that Kubota meets increasing complexities and challenges 
with more certainty and simplicity and empowers its custom-
ers like never before.

"What you need to know about Kubota is that we develop 
solutions with our customers in an innovation cycle that nev-
er ends," said Todd Stucke, President of Kubota Tractor Cor-
poration, and Senior Vice President, Kubota North America. 
"That all starts with observing and listening to our customers. 
From there, we design and build solutions to help our cus-
tomers overcome their challenges. And we're never entirely 
done because we continue to iterate over time and continue 
the cycle, always listening, and always improving."

At the show, Kubota showcased a range of equipment 
offerings that deliver choice—across its residential, specialty 
agriculture, and construction segments—to provide the right 
product, with the right technological capabilities, for every 
customer. Equipment that was on display included:

• Agri Concept 2.0 – An electric tractor concept offering 
data, AI, automation and electrification as a choice of power-
train for when you want to drive and autonomous when you 
don't.

• Smart Autonomous Sprayer – A fully autonomous 
chemical sprayer that scouts to identify pests and sprays with 
precision to lessen spray drift and overuse. The result reduces 
labor and the use of chemicals in the field. 

• Flash – Ultra-detailed images are gathered to detect 
plant-level health. When coupled with AI, Flash provides 
recommendations on a grower dashboard to help make crop 
decisions one plant at a time.

• KATR – The Best of Innovation winner in the CES Inno-
vation Awards® 2025 program, the Industrial Equipment and 
Machinery product category, Kubota's four-wheeled all ter-
rain, multifunctional robot. The KATR maintains a level cargo 
deck when working on uneven terrain and can work autono-
mously or remotely to tackle a range of versatile applications 
in agriculture and construction environments.

• Smart Robotic Pruner makes advanced image capture 
possible. When coupled with AI, and machine learning that 
classifies buds and canes based on position and fruiting po-
tential, it optimizes production precision and accuracy.

• Smart Plant Imager – Uses advanced robotics and 
hyperspectral imaging cameras to capture real-time data and 
insights.

• Within the construction segment, the Kubota KX038-4e 
electric excavator is a zero-emissions, quiet electric excavator 
that addresses ventilation, noise, and emissions allowing for 
work at night, in residential areas, or even indoors.

• Hydrogen Engine Genset that matches the portable 
power diesel models, but with the benefit of a quiet, clean 
hydrogen engine, offering a power source choice without 
sacrificing performance.

• And, within Kubota's residential segment, a Smart 
Autonomous Zero-Turn Mower showcasing Kubota's cooper-
ative technology that facilitates multiple machines working 
together to complete large tasks and makes it possible to do 
more with smaller machines, less investment and risk than 
one industrial-sized machine.

"At Kubota, we believe that truly listening to our cus-
tomers drives innovation in every aspect of what we call 
the 'Work Loop'," said Brett McMickell, Chief Technology 
Officer of Kubota North America. "The Work Loop—an 
essential cycle of assessing, analyzing, and acting—has 
always been fundamental to effective task management. 
With the integration of advanced sensors, AI-driven anal-
ysis, networking protocols, automation, and robotics, we 
are enhancing this cycle to be more seamless and efficient 
than ever before."

This application of the Innovation Cycle to the Work Loop 
is how Kubota meets the diverse needs of its customers. Two 
such customers working closely with Kubota in their pursuits 
to overcome challenges in both an agriculture and construc-
tion settings joined Kubota at the show:

• Kyle Stumpenhorst of Rural Renovators, a custom builder 
for the residential, agriculture, and commercial industries, 
where he is the founder and owner, and operator of Kubota 
equipment.

• And, Edwin Evers, a Major League Fishing professional 
bass angler and pecan orchard farmer from Oklahoma.

"We will continue to learn from many of our customers 
across segments to iterate the next product and technology 
solution that will help them manage tomorrow's challenges 
and grow their businesses," McMickell added. "This is how 
Kubota works to make a better quality of life for individuals 
and society."

For more information on Kubota's participation in CES® 
2025, visit KubotaUSA.com/innovation.



NEWMAN
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-862-3760
PORTERVILLE
Farmers Tractor

559-784-4967 • 800-533-4967
REEDLEY

Pioneer Equipment Co.
559-638-9201

RIO VISTA
Dolk Tractor Company

707-374-6438
SANTA ROSA

Garton Tractor, Inc.
707-586-1790
STOCKTON

Garton Tractor Inc.
209-948-5401

TULARE
Linder Equipment Company

559-685-5000
TURLOCK

Garton Tractor, Inc.
209-632-3931 • 877-872-2867

UKIAH
Garton Tractor, Inc.

707-468-5880

FRESNO
Pioneer Equipment Co.

559-486-7580
MERCED

Garton Tractor, Inc.
209-726-4600

MODESTO
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-538-0911
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UNL, USDA Collaborate to Create Web-based App 
to Optimize Soil Sampling

The USDA's Agricultural Research Service (ARS), the Uni-
versity of Nebraska–Lincoln (UNL), and the ARS’s Partnership 
for Data Innovations (PDI) have launched a new web-based 
application to facilitate digital soil mapping and optimize soil 
sampling. The Soil Sample Planning Organizer Tool, or SSPOT, 
can be accessed at https://sspot.scinet.usda.gov.  

Effective soil management relies on understanding the 
various factors that drive soil productivity, including pH lev-
els, nutrient variability and organic soil carbon. Soil sampling 
has emerged as a valuable tool in advancing precision farm-
ing, particularly in today's changing climate and the growing 
need to monitor carbon footprint in agriculture.

Land managers and researchers rely on routine soil 
sampling to monitor soil variability and determine the best 
practices to increase production while maintaining sustain-
ability. However, they often face the challenge of identifying 
the optimal number of soil samples and their locations in 
complex and varied landscapes while managing limited time, 
resources, and labor.

Selecting a well-distributed set of sampling sites is crucial 
for effective soil management decisions, and SSPOT aims to 
simplify this process.

SSPOT is a user-friendly tool with integrated algorithms 
to help users determine the optimal placement of samples 
needed to comprehensively understand soil activity in vari-
ous soil types over time. The integrated algorithms simplify 
the process for non-experts and ultimately saves land manag-
ers, producers, and soil researchers both time and money.  

Users can select their specific Area of Interest (AOI) on the 
SSPOT map and utilize one of two "optimizer" algorithms. The 
algorithms use the USDA's Soil Survey Geographic Database 
and customizable grids to ensure sampling activities are 
thorough and efficiently capture the full picture of soil health 
within the selected area. SSPOT enables users to customize 
parameters for their search and export the results for practical 

applications in the field.
Screenshot of the Soil Sample Planning Organizer Tool’s 

web-based application.Screenshot of the Soil Sample Plan-
ning Organizer Tool’s web-based application.

"SSPOT is an example of collaborative science, where a 
multidisciplinary team of experts from academia, the federal 
government, and the private sector worked together to bring 
a vision to life," said Virginia Jin, a location coordinator and 
research leader with the ARS Agroecosystem Management 
Research Unit. "We are confident that this tool can push 
forward the advancement of research for the benefit of crop-
lands, grazinglands, and forestry."

Furthermore, a version of SSPOT will support the USDA's 
National Resources Conservation Services in their conserva-
tion evaluation and monitoring activity efforts, including soil 
sampling needs.

The project began at UNL with Trenton Franz, a professor 
of hydrogeophysics at the School of Natural Resources, who 
developed the initial algorithm and provided the scientific 
backing behind SSPOT. Consultant Ben Cook developed the 
original SSPOT prototype with Franz, and both contributed 
greatly to the new SSPOT interface, which was developed 
with support from industry partner, Esri, inc. The ARS team 
led the testing and refining of the software, incorporating 
valuable feedback from stakeholders throughout the process.

"Every project aiming to understand soil variability across 
a field faces the same questions: How many samples should 
I take, and where should I collect them?" Franz said. "While 
these questions seem straightforward, the answers vary 
greatly depending on location and project goals. SSPOT was 
designed as a user-friendly tool to help both producers and 
researchers make informed sampling decisions."

SSPOT is part of ongoing collaborations among USDA, 
UNL and PDI aiming to strategize soil sampling to and im-
prove soil health in the U.S. 

Screenshot of the Soil Sample Planning Organizer Tool’s web-based application.
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Los Molinos, CA
LANE TRACTOR SALES INC

530-384-1016

Fresno, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

800-959-5532

Stockton, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-933-0206
Sacramento, CA

TRACTOR CITY INC
916-309-4146

Grass Valley, CA
SIMPLY COUNTRY

530-273-3886

Rough & Ready, CA
SIMPLY COUNTRY

530-273-3886

Earlimart, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

559-268-6285

Modesto, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-846-6960

West Sacramento, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

916-371-6165

0% A.P.R. financing for 72 months is available on select LS Tractor models at participating USA dealers. Excludes taxes and additional fees. Subject to dealer 
participation, inventory availability, lender participation, and credit approval through ACUSI. Does not include backhoe, loader, or mower. Offer valid on 
qualifying purchases made until February 28th, 2025. Monthly payments may vary depending on borrower creditworthiness. Additional down payment re-
quirements may apply. LS Tractor USA, LLC disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, and any liability arising from the use of this mate-
rial. Promotions, terms, and conditions are subject to change or termination without notice. See participating dealer for full details and program exclusions.”

Stop in at your local dealer!
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New Holland Celebrates Triple Win at AE50 Awards 
for Hay and Forage Innovations

New Holland Agriculture is proud to announce that 
it has been honored with three prestigious AE50 Awards 
from the American Society of Agricultural and Biologi-
cal Engineers (ASABE). These awards recognize the most 
innovative designs in engineering products or systems for 
the food and agriculture industries. New Holland's Intelli-
Sense™ Bale Automation, CropSpeed Monitoring System, 
and UltraFeed™ Pickup have each been acknowledged for 
their groundbreaking contributions to agricultural technol-
ogy.

“These awards highlight New Holland's unwavering 
commitment to hay and forage innovations. By continu-
ously developing advanced technologies in this segment, 
New Holland ensures that farmers can achieve higher effi-
ciency, better crop quality, and reduced operational costs.” 
Says Carlo Lambro, Brand President at New Holland. “The 
IntelliSense™ Bale Automation, CropSpeed Monitoring 
System, and UltraFeed™ Pickup are all designed to enhance 
the productivity and profitability of hay and forage opera-
tions, symbolizing New Holland's dedication to supporting 
farmers in their pursuit of excellence.”

IntelliSense™ Bale Automation: Revolutionizing Baling 
Efficiency

The IntelliSense™ Bale Automation system – already a 
winner of a Silver Medal Award at Agritechnica 2022 - has 
set a new standard in the large square baler industry.

This cutting-edge technology for New Holland’s BigBal-
er range offers the potential for greater productivity, bale 
quality, fuel efficiency and operator comfort by automating 

key baler and tractor func-
tions. It integrates Smart-
Steer™ swath guidance 
and IntelliCruise II™ speed 
control, utilizing LiDAR (light 
detection and ranging) tech-
nology to provide precise 
navigation and real-time 
adjustments. Farmers have 
underlined the system's 
ability to automate feedrate 
and swath guidance, which 
significantly reduces oper-
ator fatigue and increases 
efficiency.

CropSpeed Monitoring 
System: Enhancing Crop 
Management

The CropSpeed Monitor-
ing System featured on the 
FR Forage Cruiser self-pro-
pelled forage harvesters is 
the first system of its kind in 
the industry, and it’s based 
around a spout-mount-

ed radar sensor that monitors the crop flow leaving the 
machine, detecting any change in its rate in relation to the 
forage harvester’s forward speed.

Operators using the system have the potential to 
reduce blockage likelihood and make dense blockage far 
less likely to occur in the machine, with the cleanout and 
work resumption being far faster. This system also helps 
less-experienced operators operate with more confidence 
to ensure they can maximize the output of the FR Forage 
Cruiser with minimum operator training before getting in 
the seat.

UltraFeed™ Pickup: Maximizing Forage Harvester Pro-
ductivity

The UltraFeed™ Pickup head is designed to enhance the 
performance of New Holland's FR Forage Cruiser self-pro-
pelled forage harvesters. Presented in 3.0m, 3.5m and 4.0m 
working widths (10ft, 11,5ft and 13ft), the UltraFeed™ Pick-
up efficiently handles larger windrows and improves crop 
flow through the harvester. Its robust belt-driven driveline 
and innovative auger design ensure increased capacity, up-
time, and service life. The UltraFeed™ Pickup also features a 
large roller windguard and optional auto greasing system, 
further optimizing productivity and reducing maintenance.

The AE50 Awards will be presented at the Agricultural 
Equipment Technology Conference (AETC), which is sched-
uled to take place from February 9-12, 2025, in Louisville. 
This event will celebrate the most innovative designs in ag-
ricultural engineering, including New Holland's award-win-
ning technologies
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FREE AD
POSTING

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TODAY: www.cfemag.com

REACH YOUR
AUDIENCE EASILY



   DISCOVER THE POWER OF FREE CLASSIFIEDS  

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
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Super Bowl LIX - Sunday, February 9, 2025
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The Marketplace               
APPRAISALS

FARM EQUIPMENT

Taylor AG Equip. Appraisals
ASAA Certified 34 Years

ASFMRA 2014
USPAP & Valuation

Retail AG Sales 40 + Years
916-806-7431 David
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– CONSIGNMENTS WELCOMED –
– Free Estimate on site Appraisal’s or Auction Proposal –

Office (661) 587-3123  •  Jerry (661) 333-3040
6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, Ca. 93308

Bond # Ca MS150-49-03 USA MS2892233
Website: www.gouldauction.com       E-Mail: Gouldhitch@aol.com

GOULD AUCTION
& Appraisal Co. LLC
Integrity, Experience, Results

RENTALS: We Rent Farm Equip-
ment. Linder Equipment Co., Tulare, 
CA. 559-685-5000.

RENTALS

PUMA 200 RENTAL #ZGES03031 200 PTO HP,
FRT: 380/85R30 RT: 380/90R46 w/ duals, RW: 
1,100 LBS, GPS ready, 3 Electronic remotes, 
Warranty: only warranty 6/21/21 warranty 
end date or 5000 hrs. Whichever comes first, 
Hours 3511 ...............................Call for Price

PLUS More Rentals to Choose From
LINDER EQUIPMENT CO.

559-685-5000

1500 Gallon Water Tank Trailer. Has 
good running Honda pump. Good con-
dition. $2500 cash. Call 559-284-5940

Automatic Solar Water Pump System. 
Lower utility bills, no utility connect 
needed. Pushes up to 600 feet 30,000 
gallons per day. Huge tax credits avail-
able. Call 530-273-4895 
Harlo 6500 4WD, 4,646 Hours $34,500 
Call 559-651-0330    

John Deere 5083EN 2011, 83HP, 1700 
hours, very nice condition. $19,995 or 
Best offer takes it. Call 559-905-3130.

Steiger PTA310 1982, 3,453 hours, 
SN:152-01509, 310 HP, 6-cyl Cummins 
Diesel $26,500. Call Richard 800-653-
6279.

WATER PUMPING WINDMILLS with 
metal towers - New or Used windmills. 
prices start at $2,500.00. Call Us at 
559-779-8354

GENERATOR 65KW, 300 hours,
almost new. $10,000.00 Call Jim
559-261-5469.

FOR SALE Indesco Disc 6'9"...........
$1,000.00. Call 209-632-0179

FOR SALE Single Axle Tractor Trailer                      
$1,000.00 ...................CALL 559.769.0015

“For Your Next Shipment Call
YAKIMA VALLEY LOGISTICS LLC

for a quick response and competitive rate”

509.833.7880
ed@yvlogistics.com

• FLATBED
• DRY VAN

• REFRIGERATED
• HOTSHOT CARRIERS AVAILABLE

WANTED: FORD 9N Tractor, Also Need 
front pump on it.

Call Tim 661-733-7677

1-877-872-2867
www.gartontractor.com

QUALITY PEOPLE QUALITY PRODUCTS
Turlock • Newman • Fairfield • Fresno

Madera  • Merced • Modesto • Santa Rosa
Stockton • Tulare • Ukiah • Woodland

*Plus tax, shipping, etc.

WINTER SALE!

2021 NH T5.120 DC W/ Low Profile Orchard 
Cab SKU: F92408 ....................$66,900.00*

2019 NH TK4.100M Cab, T4A Rubber Track 
Crawler SKU: f91431................ $65,900.00*

Big Tex 70PI-18XBK4RG 83”x18’ utility pipe 
trailer w/tailgate ramp SKU: aa4259
................................... Reduced $3,399.00*

Used B7100 Kubota Tractor / Loader / Tiller
 SKU: 016283 .............................$4,950.00*

Don't Forget to Pray!
• Pray for your people and your
   products.

• Pray for your grounds and your gear.

If you would like prayer support
Call Kevin

925-765-4849

WANTED - MISC.
CAT D4 7U Series wide gauge w/CAT bulldozer 
blade, CAT front pump & hydraulic cylinder.
Speedstar 71 Cable tool Drill Rig w/6” bit tool
string & bailor.
Colt/Fairbanks - Morse semi-modern 1 cyl. engine 
w/condensor radiator/fan on top of hopper, 6 hp. 
Massey Ferguson 4WD Skiploader.

Tim at 661.733.7677
(Palmdale)

San Joaquin Tractor Co.
Bakersfield, California 93305
Phone:(661) 705-6133

WANTED
FORD BACKHOE for a Ford 4500, 450 Industrial 2000 
old gas Skiploader w/bucket.
FORD NAA JUBILEE 1953 Flathead Tractor.
INTERNATIONAL TD9 Bulldozer, has B&E side/arms, 
front pump, angle blade.
CAT D4 7U SERIES (1948 TO 1960) Bulldozer w/Cat 
hydraulic system. For Cat D2, D4 Tractors; BE-GE rear 
pump.

Tim at 661.733.7677 • 661.492.9057
(Palmdale, Antelope Valley)

2022 Massey ferguson 1840E MFWD, 40 
HP, 36 Hours .................... $16,850.00

2017 NH 9040MA Grape Harvester-Self 
Propelled, 141 HP, # EMU878 ......Call for Price

*Plus taxes, etc.

Located at: Salinas, CA
(831) 757-4101

www.coastaltractor.com



15-$19.00

 16-$19.90 17-$20.80 18-$21.70 19-$22.60             20-$23.50

   21-$24.40 22-$25.30 23-$26.20 24-$27.10 25-$28.00

 “Let us help you sell your equipment-
with one low-cost classified ad!”

...and as an added bonus we’ll list your
classified ad on the world wide web

for no additional charge!
Use this order form to place your ad

or give us a call today!

• Minimum ad size is 15 words. 
• Mail order form and payment to:

 California Farm Equipment Classifieds
 P.O. Box 1128
 Visalia, CA 93279-1128
• Or call in your ad Today!

559-627-2182
A friendly classified representative will help you with your ad. 
Please have your credit card ready when you call.
Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City _________________________State ___Zip ________
Phone _________________ E-mail ___________________

Method of payment enclosed:: □Check □Money Order

  Credit Card: □Visa □MasterCard □American Express
Account Number______________________CID#_________
Exp. Date __________________________
Signature ________________________________________
# of Words in Ad?_____ Month ad should appear in:_______
What Category to run ad under: ______________________
Fill out below exactly how your ad should appear. Please print 
clearly- One word per line. Phone number is one word.

Run It Til It
SELLS! UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY 2025

4-6: The Oldest Farm Show in the West- The Granddaddy of 
Farm Shows Celebrating 60 Years of Agricultural Excellence! 
For 60 years now, the Colusa County Farm Show has been a 
one-stop shop for all things agriculture, celebrating inno-
vation from across the country. With free parking and free 
admission to all attendees- farmers, suppliers, and buyers 
meet to explore the latest in modern farming equipment 
and techniques. Join us for an unparalleled opportunity 
to stay ahead of the curve and revolutionize your farming 
practice! The Show is open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
FEB. 4th & 5th, and 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, on FEB. 6th, 2025. 
Colusa County Fairgrounds, 1303 10th St. (Hwy. 20) Colusa, 
CA 95932   (530) 458-2641   ceo@colusafairgrounds.com

11-13: World Ag Expo 2025, the largest annual agricultur-
al show of its kind. The International Agri-Center® Tulare, 
CA. World Ag Expo® provides a platform of networking, 
education, and business in one of the most productive ag 
counties in the United States. For information email: info@
farmshow.org,  or call 559.688.1030, 1.800.999.9186

15-17: AgSafe ACTIVATE22 Annual Conference, Monterey 
CA. Focused on the industry’s most vital resource, it’s peo-
ple. With more than 50 sessions being offered in English 
and Spanish. Info: Phone: 209-526-4400 Fax: 209-526-4404 
Email: safeinfo@agsafe.org Website: www.agsafe.org

25: Sustainable Winegrowing & Certification Overview 
(Webinar). Participate in this free webinar to learn about 
the California Sustainable Winegrowing Program (SWP). To 
register visit: https://sustainablewinegrowing.org/events/
sustainable-winegrowing-certification-overview-webinar/

APRIL 2025

11-13: California Antique Farm Equipment Show™             
Volunteers started the equipment show about 30 years ago 
because they wanted somewhere to go where they could 
appreciate vintage equipment. QUESTIONS: Contact the 
International Agri-Center® 559.688.1030 or 800.999.9186. 
Email: info@farmshow.org

To list your special event in California Farm Equipment 
send details to CFEM, PO Box 1128, Visalia, CA. 93279. or 
email to: info@cfemag.com.
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TRACTOR TRAILER - has lights
22.5 tires (7’2” x 12’)  ............................. $1,950.00
10-1/2’ hydrolic disc  .............................. $1,850.00
3 PT. Equipment
3 blade ridger  ........................................ $2,250.00
3 shank ripper  ....................................... $2,000.00
12 ft. spring tooth with harrow  ........... $1,000.00
Call John - leave message or text (209) 988-8440
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KIOTI Tractor Debut at 2025 Consumer Electronics Show
Ag Machinery Manufacturer Showcased Vision of ‘AI to the Field’

KIOTI Tractor, a division of Daedong-USA Inc., announced 
it’s first-ever appearance at the 2025 Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES) in Las Vegas. On display with its parent company, 
Daedong Corporation, the booth focused on the theme of ‘AI 
to the Field,’ and showcased how technology can be integrat-
ed into farming practices.

The interactive exhibit displayed technology innovations 
developed by Daedong, a leader in South Korean agricultur-
al machinery. Visitors explored the company’s blueprint for 
AI-driven future agriculture through immersive experiences 
showcasing its self-developed technologies, including preci-
sion farming, multifunctional agricultural robots, and AI plant 
cultivation systems.

“It was an honor to be at CES 2025, sharing solutions 
that will change the way the world cultivates food,” said Jun 
Bahk, president and CEO of KIOTI Tractor. “During the show, 
visitors saw first-hand how technology addresses challenges 
to produce better, higher-quality crops. In collaboration with 
Daedong, we’re excited to share a blueprint for the future of 
agriculture.”

Interactive Precision Agriculture Experience featuring the 
KIOTI RX7340 Utility Tractor

Visitors was able to enter the cab of the new KIOTI RX7340 
utility tractor for an interactive experience showcasing the 
use of Daedong’s precision technology throughout the farm-
ing cycle. During the simulation, visitors witnessed how AI 
autonomously manages farming tasks, experiencing how soil 
analysis and prescriptions, growth and pest diagnosis, and 

harvest processes differ – compared to conventional farming 
methods – through the tractor’s display system. The simu-
lation leverages agricultural lifecycle data collected during 
Daedong’s trials on more than 400,000 acres of farmland in 
South Korea.

Unveiling of New and Award-Winning AI Technologies
In addition to the precision farming technology, Daedong 

showcased its technologies focused on AI and robotics. Its 
multifunctional agricultural robot was unveiled for the first-
time at CES 2025. Demonstrated in a strawberry field scenar-
io, the robot’s AI software responded to voice commands and 
its environment, autonomously performing various tasks. 
The robot will carry out end-to-end tasks based on a single AI 
model, from transplanting strawberry seedlings to removing 
unnecessary runners and managing the overall growth cycle. 
The demonstration explored how new technology can over-
come the limitations of traditional agricultural robots that are 
only capable of automating specific tasks.

The company also presented its award-winning AI-based 
plant cultivation system. Placing seed capsules in the cultiva-
tion system, the AI software, aided by an embedded camera, 
recognizes the variety and assesses its growth status. The sys-
tem automatically adjusts environmental factors, including 
temperature, humidity, airflow and nutrient solution, to allow 
for optimal plant growth.

For information about KIOTI Tractor and its equipment 
offerings, visit KIOTI.com. Learn more about Daedong Corpo-
ration by going to daedong.co.kr.
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ACTON
TRAILER SUPERSTORE

(661) 233-1166
BAKERSFIELD

SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR
(661) 324-4517

COLUSA
N&S TRACTOR CO.

(530) 458-2166
DELANO

SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR
(661) 725-2531

EXETER
EXETER MERCANTILE

(559) 592-2121
RIDGECREST

AMERICAN LOAN MASTERS
(760)-308-1018
STOCKTON

N&S TRACTOR CO.
(209) 944-5500

TURLOCK
N&S TRACTOR CO.

(209) 634-1777

WASCO
SAN JOAQUIN TRACTOR

(661) 758-3053
WILLOWS

N&S TRACTOR CO.
(530) 934-3382
YUBA CITY

N&S TRACTOR CO.
(530) 923-7675



Ag Directory                     Ag Internet Directory

If you would like to have your website listed here contact us at:

Website:   californiafarmequipment.com          Telephone:  (559) 627-2182            E-mail:  info@cfemag.com

Auctions

Gould Auction
..............................www.gouldauction.com

Mulrooney Auction
....................www.mulrooneyauction.com

Equipment

Agco Corporation
......................................www.agcocorp.com

Big Valley Tractor

......................... www.bigvalleytractor.com

Bobcat Central

.............................www.bobcatcentral.com

Case Corporation
.......................................www.casecorp.com

Coastal Tractor Company
..............................www.coastaltractor.com

Diamond A Equipment
..............www.diamondaequipment.com

Dolk Tractor Company
................www.dolktractorcompany.com

Donahue Corporation
........................www.donahue-trailers.com

Farmers Tractor
www.farmerstractorandequipment.com

Garton Tractor Inc

..............................www.gartontractor.com

Grasshopper
..................www.grasshoppermower.com

Hanford Equipment Company
..............www.hanfordequipmentco.com

Hesston by Massey Ferguson
.........................................www.hesston.com

Klamath Basin Equipment
....... www.klamathbasinequipment.com

Kubota Corporation
...........................................www.kubota.com

LAFORGE Systems Inc
...............................www.laforgegroup.com

Linder Equipment
........................................ www.lindereq.com

Madera Tractor
...........www.maderatractor@madnet.net

Massey Ferguson
............................ www.masseyferguson.us

N & S Tractor
.............................................www.nstrac.com

New Holland
.................................www.newholland.com

Peltzer Enterprises Inc
.....................www.peltzerenterprises.com

Pioneer Equipment
...................www.pioneerequipment.com

Plantel Nurseries
.........................www.plantelnurseries.com

Powerland Equipment
.............www.powerlandequipment.com

Presision Air Systems Inc
..................www.precisionairsystems.com

Quality Machinery
...............................................quality-mc.com

Quinn Company 
.......................... www.quinncompany.com

Rubicon Equipment

...................www.rubiconequipment.com

San Joaquin Tractor
..................... www.sanjoaquintractor.com

Sonsray Machinery
.................... www.sonsraymachinery.com

South Kern Machinery
...........................www.kernmachinery.com

Valley Tractor
...............................www.valley-tractor.com

Woodland Tractor & Equipment
...................... www.WoodlandTractor.com

Wilkinson International
............www.wilkinsoninternational.com

Manufacturers

McIlroy Equipment
....................www.mcilroyequipment.com

Nikkel Iron Works
......................... www.nikkelironworks.com

N&S Tractor

.......................................www.nstractor.com

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
................... www.smithweldingshop.com

Farm Shows
Antique Farm Show
....................... www.antiquefarmshow.org

Colusa Farm Show
........................ www.colusafarmshow.com

World Ag Expo
................................ www.worldagexpo.org

Federal Government
Army Corps of Engineers
.............................www.wetland.usace.mil/

Bureau of Land Management
.................................................. www.blm.gov

Farm Service Agency
..........................................www.fsa.usda.gov

National Weather Service
......................... www.nimbo.wrh.noaa.gov

Organizations

Almond Board of California
....................................... www.almonds.com

California Assn. of Winegrape Growers
................................................ www.cawg.org

California Cattlemen’s Association
.................................www.calcattlemen.org

California Dairy Research Foundation
...................................................www.cdrf.org

California Poulty Federation
....................................................www.cpif.org

California Raisins
.........................................www.calraisins.org

California Rangeland Trust
.............................www.rangelandtrust.org

California Strawberries
..............www.californiastrawberries.com

Far West Equipment Dealers Association

............................................ www.fweda.com

Real Estate

Schuil & Associates
............................................. www.schuil.com

Valley Real Estate

........................................... www.valleyre.net

State Government

Department of Agriculture
................................................ www.usda.gov

Department of Conservation
....................................... www.consrv.ca.gov

Department of Food and Agriculture
............................................www.cdfa.ca.gov

Department of Pesticide Regulation
............................................www.cdpr.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources
.................................www.dwr.water.ca.gov

Universities

Berkeley Agriculture and Resource 
Dept................................... are.berkeley.edu

Davis Agriculture Department
...........................www.agecon.ucdavis.edu

Weather

The Weather Channel
..................................... https://weather.com
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Empowering Farmers Through Innovation: John 
Deere Expands Self-Repair Solutions, Furthering 
Farmer Independence

John Deere (NYSE:$DE) announced another sig-
nificant step forward in supporting customers’ ability to 
maintain and repair their machines across the agricultural 
and construction industries. The latest addition to Deere’s 
suite of digital solutions will further empower customers 
and independent repair technicians by, among other 
things, enabling them to reprogram Deere-manufactured 
electronic controllers.

These new capabilities will be integrated into the John 
Deere Operations Center™ and will offer more compre-
hensive solutions for diagnosing and repairing equipment 
while ensuring machine reliability, safety, and compliance.

“John Deere has a long-standing commitment to en-
hancing our customers’ ability to repair their equipment. 
Consistent with that commitment, we’ve continued to 
deliver new and enhanced solutions designed to improve 
that experience” said Denver Caldwell, Vice President of 
Aftermarket and Customer Support. “As our equipment 
has become more technologically advanced, so too have 
the repair tools needed to advance customer capabilities. 
We are committed to offering customers the best equip-
ment ownership experience, both in the form of world-
class dealer support and extensive self-repair resources. 
This offering advances our goal of minimizing customers’ 
unplanned downtime and enables them to be more pro-
ductive and profitable in their operations.”

For years, John Deere has invested in enhanced 
solutions and is excited to take the next step as we 
continue to gather feedback from customers through the 
development process to complete our pilot. The customer 
and independent repair technician pilot will set the stage 
for launch in the U.S. and Canada by the second half of 
2025.

Commitment to Repairability
For decades, John Deere has empowered customers 

to take control of their repair and maintenance needs, 
from publishing operator, diagnostic, and technical 
manuals, to selling parts over the counter to customers 
and independent repair shops to developing digital tools 

like Customer Service ADVISOR™. John Deere’s latest 
expansion will offer a more user-friendly, centralized 
platform for self-repair. As a leader in agricultural and 
construction technology as well as customer support, 
John Deere is committed to further enhancing machine 
ownership for a new generation.

Expanding Existing Tools and Resources
In addition to the new solution, John Deere has an 

expansive suite of tools currently that support customers 
throughout their machine ownership journey, including:

• John Deere Bookstore for viewing operators' manu-
als for free and purchasing technical manuals;

• Quick Reference Guides and instructional videos for 
maintenance tips;

• Shop.Deere.com for finding and purchasing parts 
online;

• John Deere Operations Center™ for managing farm 
data, maintenance, and machine information;

• Customer Service ADVISOR™ for digital manuals, 
and for clearing and refreshing codes, taking diagnostic 
readings, and performing limited calibrations; and

Equipment Mobile this free app is a one-stop-shop 
for machine information including operators and parts 
manuals, maintenance plans, quick reference information, 
trouble code lookup, and software updates on select 4G 
connected machines.

Innovating to Enhance Machine Ownership
John Deere is an industry leader in self-repair re-

sources for customers and remains committed to future 
investments that enable customer and independent 
repair technicians to improve machine uptime. Recent 
enhancements demonstrate the ongoing commitment to 
continuous improvement, empowering equipment owners 
and improving machine ownership worldwide. John Deere 
will continue to innovate, making it easier for customers to 
work on their machines and their systems to keepthem up 
and running when they need them the most.

To learn more about John Deere’s commitment to cus-
tomer uptime and repairability, visit Deere.com/repair.



30  CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | FEBRUARY 2025

Stop By and See Your Local
New Holland Dealer Today!

FAIRFIELD
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-425-9545
FRESNO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)

559-485-9090
KING CITY

COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-385-5401

MADERA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)

559-674-2496
MERCED

N&S TRACTOR CO.
209-383-5888
MODESTO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-538-0911
NEWMAN

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-862-3760

PASO ROBLES
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

805-239-5772
RIO VISTA

DOLK TRACTOR CO.
707-374-6438

SALINAS
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

831-757-4101
SANTA ROSA

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-586-1790
STOCKTON

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-948-5401
STRATFORD

N&S TRACTOR CO.
559-947-3301

TULARE
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

559-686-0054
TURLOCK

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-632-3931

UKIAH
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-468-5880

Solutions for a changing world!

Key Shopper Behaviors Drive Growth of
Watermelon Category

The U.S. watermelon category has ex-
perienced strong growth over the last year, 
with households across the country making 
an estimated $2.7 billion in fresh water-
melon purchases. According to a recent 
shopper segmentation study conducted by 
the National Watermelon Promotion Board 
(NWPB), an increase in annual watermelon 
purchases was driven by higher household 
penetration and spend within key shopper 
segments.

The shopper segmentation study, 
which examined shopper behaviors and 
purchase trends based on consumer panel 
data, showed that over 3 million new U.S. 
households purchased watermelon in 
2024 boosting U.S. household penetration 
to 72%. On average, shoppers made five 
watermelon purchase trips during the year, 
spending $5.83 per trip for an estimated 
annual household spend of $28.94.

Based on their annual spend, water-
melon buyers were divided into three 
segments: Light, Medium, and Heavy. 
The Heavy segment represented 25% of 
watermelon households, and accounted for 
63% of total category purchase dollars in 
2024. This segment contributed $97 million 
of the incremental purchases, highlighting 
their role as the primary drivers of category 
growth.

The study identified several actionable 
opportunities for continued category 
growth:

Increase Shopping Frequency: Encour-
aging households to make one additional 
watermelon purchase trip per year could 
bring over $550 million into the watermel-
on category.

Expand Household Penetration: A 1% in-
crease in household penetration, from 72% 
to 73%, could generate an additional $38 
million in incremental sales.

Target Heavy Shoppers: Developing 
marketing strategies focused on engag-
ing with the Heavy watermelon shopper 
segment could further boost spending and 
repeat purchases.

The findings from the shopper segmen-
tation study provide a strategic roadmap for 
driving continued growth in the watermel-
on category. By leveraging these insights 
and targeting the heavy shopper segments, 
the industry can unlock opportunities for 
sustained category growth.

These findings, combined with earlier 
consumer research, offer a comprehensive 
understanding of watermelon buyer demo-
graphics, characteristics, and purchasing 
behaviors. This enables retailers and pro-
ducers to effectively target key consumer 
groups and maximize sales opportunities.
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Compressor-Welder-Generators
•	Industrial	grade	gas	or	diesel	engine
•	Industrial	grade	welder/generator
•	Heavy	duty	industrial	compressor	pump
•	Belt	guard	after	cooler
•	Battery	mounted	and	wired
•	Electric	start	engine
•	Vibration	pads
•	Stainless	steel	flex	lines
•	Automatic	tank	drain
•	Freight	pre-paid	in	lower	48	states	and	southern	Canada

JACOB “JAKE” DUNCAN
jduncan@precisionairsystems.com

TOM DUNCAN
tduncan@precisionairsystems.com661.631.2295    Toll Free 866.270.5520

WINTER DEALS!

Give us a call. We can help you find the equipment to meet your
needs, no matter how big, small, or rugged the job may be.

Rotary Screw
Compressor • Welder • Generator

Reciprocating
Compressor

Welder
Generator


