
2025 FESTIVALFESTIVAL GUIDE









Highlands Food & Wine Festival 2025  5

Welcome
Welcome to the 10th annual 

Highlands Food & Wine Festival! 
Whether this is your first visit or your 
tenth, we’re thrilled to share another 
unforgettable weekend with you here in 
beautiful Highlands, North Carolina—a 
place that pairs small town charm 
with big city culinary sophistication 
reflective of the whole Southeast, from 
mountains to sea.

For a decade, this festival has brought 
together passionate chefs, talented 
winemakers, and soulful musicians from 
across the country to celebrate what 
makes our region special: community, 
creativity, and the simple joy of gathering 
around a table. Over the next few days, 
you’ll experience the best of Southern 
hospitality through inspired dishes, 
thoughtfully curated beverages, and the 
kind of live music that could only happen 
here—beneath crisp fall skies and the 
Blue Ridge peaks.

This year’s celebration brings our most 
dynamic lineup yet. Kick off the weekend 
at The Grand Tasting on Thursday, 
featuring vibrant local restaurants and 

regional chefs. Friday’s Smoke Signals 
brings char-grilled delights, craft beer, 
and Americana tunes from Railroad 
Earth. On Saturday, downtown Highlands 
transforms into a block-party-style Main 
Event, headlined by The Wallflowers 
and Nikki Lane. To close, Sunday’s A 
Shot at Redemption Brunch features 
the legendary Blind Boys of Alabama, 
honoring our roots with soul and song.

As you explore the festival, we hope 
you’ll take time to enjoy everything our 
mountain town offers—from boutique-
lined streets to breathtaking trails and 
waterfalls. And when spring returns, 
continue the celebration at the Bear 
Shadow Music Festival (May 29–31, 
2026). Learn more at bearshadownc.com.

Thank you for helping us make ten 
years of Highlands Food & Wine so 
extraordinary. Here’s to a weekend of 
flavors, friendships, and memories made 
at the top of the mountain.

With gratitude and cheers,

Jack Austin, Chair 
Highlands Festivals, Inc.

10 Years of hitting the high notes

Scan to learn more about  
Highlands Festivals, Inc.

Scan to learn more about  
philanthropy efforts.
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Schedule of Events
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13

GRAND TASTING
Music by The Psycodelics

The Bascom  |  7:00 - 10:00 P.M.  |  pg. 14

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SMOKE SIGNALS
Music by Paul McDonald and The Mourning Doves and Railroad Earth

Kelsey-Hutchinson Founders Park  |  12:00 - 3:30 P.M.  |  pg. 20

VINES IN THE PINES
Highlands Biological Station  |  4:00 - 5:30 P.M.  |  pg. 24

HER VOICE, HER VINTAGE
Skyline Lodge |  4:30 - 6:00 P.M.  |  pg. 24

Wine Dinners & Specialty Events | pg. 44

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15

MAIN EVENT
Music by Nikki Lane and The Wallflowers

Main Street & 4th Street  | 12:00 - 3:30 P.M.  |  pg. 28

ROCK & ROE
Hutchinson House  |  5:30 - 6:30 P.M.  |  pg. 32

THE BARN RAMBLE
Flat Mountain Farm  |  7:00 - 9:30 P.M.  |  pg. 32

Wine Dinners & Specialty Events  |  pg. 44

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16

A SHOT AT REDEMPTION
Music by Blind Boys of Alabama

The Bascom  |  11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.  |  pg.36
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10 Years of hitting the high notes
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Our signature opening event, the Grand Tasting, invites you to get acquainted with our 
beloved Highlands-Cashiers restaurants and regional chefs as well. And the wine? It is 

flowing. Rounding out the evening, The Psycodelics will have you grooving to the beat, 
setting the tone for a fun-filled weekend.

PREMIER WEEKEND FESTIVAL SPONSOR  
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

ASSOCIATE FESTIVAL SPONSORS  
Blade and Bow, Callaway Blue Spring Water, Diageo, Empire Distributors, Heaven Hill 

Brands, Johnson Brothers, Methodical Coffee, Old Edwards Hospitality Group,  
and Tryon Distributing

Official Design Partner  
CW Design Works

PRESENTING GRAND TASTING SPONSOR 
Howard Hanna/Allen Tate Real Estate

GRAND TASTING SPONSORS 
Fairview House, Madison’s Restaurant and Wine Garden, and Old Edwards Inn and Spa

CULINARY APPEARANCES 
Aaron Kulzer with Highlands Supper Club, Jake Stone with Salthouse Catering,  
Jeff Allen with Millers All Day, Johannes Klapdohr with Library Kitchen & Bar,  

Jorge Marin with Madison’s, Markie McCullough with Oak Steakhouse,  
Massimiliano Proietti with Ristorante Paoletti, Matt Weinstein with Oak Steakhouse, 
Rachel Lewicki with The Secret Garden, Ryno Grobler with Highlands Smokehouse, 

Santi Guzzetti with Ilda, Shawn Kelly with Fork & Plough,  
Sophie Delaney of One Wicker Cheese Co., and Vijay Shastri with Stubborn Buddah

BEVERAGE SPONSORS 
Aviva Vino, Bluecoat Gin, Boisset Collection, Casamigos Tequila, Champagne Pol Roger, 

Davis Family Vineyards, Delicato Family Vineyards, Deutsch Family Wines, Donelan, 
Eco Valley Imports, Edmunds Oast Brewing Co., Far Niente, Ferrai Carano, Frederick 
Wildman & Sons, Gil Family Estates, Gundlach-Bundschu, Highlands Wine Shoppe, 

Huneeus Vinters, J. Lohr, Joel Gott Wines, Ketel One, Kobrand, Marked Tree,  
Mutual Distributing of NC, Rodney Strong Vineyards, Sangiacomo, Southern Libations, 

Treasury Wine Estates, Valckenberg International, and Wagner Family of Wine

MUSICAL APPEARANCES 
The Psycodelics

Thursday, November 13 | 7:00 – 10:00 P.M.
The Bascom | 323 Franklin Road

Grand Tasting
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Wolfgang Award
Introducing The Chef

Highlands Food & Wine is proud 
to announce the inaugural Chef 

Wolfgang Green Award, an annual 
honor celebrating culinary excellence, 
community spirit, and the enduring 
legacy of one of Highlands’ most beloved 
chefs. Ticket holders will cast their votes 
during the Grand Tasting, selecting a 
standout chef whose work reflects the 
warmth, creativity, and generosity that 
defined Wolfgang’s career. The award 
recipient will be announced during the 
evening’s festivities—an unforgettable 
highlight of the evening.

For nearly 30 years, Chef Wolfgang 
Green led Wolfgang’s Restaurant & 
Wine Bistro, earning national acclaim 
for his refined Bavarian-Southern cuisine 
and exceptional hospitality. A classically 
trained chef with roots in East Germany, 
Wolfgang is a seasoned executive whose 
career spans top culinary destinations 
around the globe. He brings exacting 

standards and heartfelt charm to every 
plate. His wine program garnered 
accolades, and his dining room became 
a cherished gathering place.

But it was his presence—gracious, 
humble, and unwavering—that made 
Wolfgang’s a Highlands institution. He 
greeted guests nightly, mentored staff 
who became family, and supported 
local farmers, charities, and fellow 
restaurateurs. His story is one of 
resilience and reinvention, from escaping 
East Berlin just before the Wall to 
building a legacy of flavor and fellowship 
in the mountains of North Carolina.

The Chef Wolfgang Green Award 
honors that legacy. It’s a tribute to chefs 
who nourish not just with food, but with 
heart. Raise a glass, cast your vote, and 
help celebrate the next generation of 
culinary leaders who carry Wolfgang’s 
spirit forward.
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Introducing Smoke Signals—think everything chargrilled and seasoned. Our chefs’ global 
foodways will make you nostalgic for backyard barbecues and campfire cookouts in a 
way you’ve never experienced before. Friday gives all the love to our beer and spirits 

partners, and our craft beer area is back, bigger and better than ever. Lifting our spirits 
even higher, Paul McDonald and The Mourning Doves opens for nostalgic bluegrass 

Americana band Railroad Earth, sure to bring the house down.

PREMIER WEEKEND FESTIVAL SPONSOR  
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

ASSOCIATE FESTIVAL SPONSORS  
Blade and Bow, Callaway Blue Spring Water, Diageo, Empire Distributors,  

Heaven Hill Brands, Johnson Brothers, Methodical Coffee,  
Old Edwards Hospitality Group, and Tryon Distributing

OFFICIAL DESIGN PARTNER  
CW Design Works

PRESENTING SMOKE SIGNALS SPONSOR 
Highlands Vacation Rentals

SMOKE SIGNALS SPONSORS 
200 Main, Biltmore Restorative, Brackish, Crawford Construction, Flat Mountain Farm, 

Haywood Appliance – Thermador, Peter Millar, and TJ Bailey’s

CULINARY APPEARANCES 
Billy Kramer with NFA Burger, Carlos Baez with Mister Crisp,  

Chris Capoccia with Ristorante Paoletti, Clay Turner with The Crafty Goat,  
Daniel Lopez with Paseo, Dayna Lee with Comal 864,  

Emilios Papanastasiou with Post 25, Kyle Bryner with Blue Hound Barbecue,  
Luke Owens with Native Fine Diner, , Oscar Diaz with Little Bull: TaTaco and Aaktun, 

Owens & Co. With Robert Owens, 
and Sarah McClure with Southside Smokehouse and Grill

BEVERAGE SPONSORS 
Bluecoat Gin, Brooklyn Brewery, Crown Royal, Edmunds Oast Brewing Co.,  

Flat Rock Cider Company, Foothills Brewing, Franklin & Sons,  
French Broad River Brewery, Heist Brewing, Lagunitas, Melograno,  

Mutual Distributing of NC, Sam Adams, Sapporo-Stone Brewing, Sierra Nevada, 
Sunboy, and Wrexham Lager

MUSICAL APPEARANCES 
Paul McDonald and The Mourning Doves and Railroad Earth

Friday, November 14 | 12:00 – 3:30 P.M.
Kelsey-Hutchison Founders Park | 411 Pine Street

Smoke Signals
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Hiking, but make it Highlands Food & Wine. Partake in a guided stroll along the flat, 
manicured trails of the Botanical Gardens at the Highlands Biological Station, with natural 
and sustainable wine tastings along the way. The tour culminates at the lakeside Teaching 
Pavilion for a sunset toast to our beautiful town—complete with live music and a sunset 

toast to set the mood.

Vines in the Pines SPONSORS 
Browne Family Wines, CHEV, CIRQ, Flambeaux Wine, Highlands Biological Station,  

Lula Drake Wine Parlour, and Van Duzzer Vineyards

MUSICAL APPEARANCES

Donnie Blackwell (Rufus Lee and the Handful) and Doug Jones (Craven Melon)

Enjoy an early evening of conversation, songs, fine wine and hors d’œuvre pairings with 
American singer-songwriter and AMA nominated Emerging Artist of the year, Nikki Lane, 

nestled under Skyline Lodge’s outdoor pavilion.

HER VOICE, HER VINTAGE SPONSORS 
Skyline Lodge, Tryon Distributing, and Vessel Magazine

MUSICAL APPEARANCES

Nikki Lane

Friday, November 14 | 4:00 – 5:30 P.M.
Highlands Biological Station Gardens

Vines in the Pines

Friday, November 14 | 4:30 – 6:00 P.M.
Skyline Lodge | 470 Skyline Lodge Road

Her Voice,  
Her Vintage
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The one not to miss– the Main Event! We take to the streets of Highlands, block-party 
style, with over 30 chefs and dozens of wines, specialty cocktails and mocktail brands, 

coffees, ciders and toddies galore. And don’t forget to dress to impress–The Style Watch 
is looking for those feeling their ‘fit and will get a little reward for their best ensemble. 
We’re pining for the 90s and are proud to welcome HFW 2025 headliners and multi-

Grammy winner The Wallflowers with opening support by Nikki Lane.

PREMIER WEEKEND FESTIVAL SPONSOR  
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

ASSOCIATE FESTIVAL SPONSORS  
Blade and Bow, Callaway Blue Spring Water, Diageo, Empire Distributors,  

Heaven Hill Brands, Johnson Brothers, Methodical Coffee,  
Old Edwards Hospitality Group, and Tryon Distributing

OFFICIAL DESIGN PARTNER  
CW Design Works

PRESENTING MAIN EVENT SPONSOR 
Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices Meadows Mountain Realty

Saturday, November 15 | 12:00 – 3:30 P.M.
Main Street | Between 4th Street and 5th Street

Main Event

Show up and show out in your best 
threads for Main Event!

Style Watch, sponsored by  
The Upfit, will award a  

$100 TJ Bailey’s gift card, 1 bottle 
of 2019 Nickel and Nickel  

“CC Ranch” Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and 2 Bear Shadow General 

Admission tickets to one lady and 
one gentleman for their signature 

look at the Main Event.

Think timeless, bold, or beautifully 
unexpected, because this isn’t about 

blending in; it’s about being  
uniquely you.

Show Up 
In Style
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MAIN EVENT SPONSORS 
Barbour, Biltmore Restorative, Brackish, David Bock Builders, Dillard Jones,  
Fairview House, Highland Hiker, Monarch Private Equity, Oak Over Main,  

Old Edwards Reserve at Lake Keowee, Ralph Hayes Toyota, Sorrell, and The Upfit

CULINARY APPEARANCES 
Ashley Helms with Chestnut, Bhavin Chhatwani with Tamasha Modern Indian,  

Chris Hong with O-Ku, Claudia Amezquita with Modelo Private Dining,  
Coleen Speaks with Hummingbird, Graham House with Luminosa,  

Jamie Barnes with Serving the Culture, Jamie Davis with The Hackney,  
Joe Cash with Scoundrel, John Johnson with Four65 Woodfire Bistro + Bar,  

Josh Taylor with Lost Isle, Massimiliano Proietti with Ristorante Paoletti,  
Matthew Niessner with Halls Catch, Morgan Lewis with Halls Catch,  

Nico Abello with Table 301, Oscar Diaz with Little Bull - TaTaco and Aaktun,  
Oscar Johnson with Jimmy Pearls, Owens & Co. With Robert Owens,  

Perry Anderson with Corner Kitchen, Ryno Grobler with Highlands Smokehouse, 
 Sue Zamanick with Zasu, and Taylor Montgomery with Montgomery Sky Farm

BEVERAGE SPONSORS 
Aviva Vino, Banshee Winery, Blue Coat Gin, Boisset Collection, Bulleit Bourbon, 
Casamigos Tequila, Champagne Pol Roger, Champagne Taittinger, CHEV, CIRQ,  
Cristom Vineyards, Davis Family Vineyards, Domaine Carneros, Donelan Wines,  

Eco Valley Imports, Edmunds Oast Brewing Co., Elijah Craig, Ferrai Carano,  
Flambeaus Wines, Franklin & Sons, Frederick Wildman & Sons, Gil Family Estate, 

Gundlach-Bundschu, High Rise Beverage Company, Huneeus Vinters, J. Lohr,  
Joel Gott Wines, Ketel One, Lunazul, Marked Tree, Mutual Distribution of NC, 

Sangiacomo Saranac, Seedlip, Sierra Nevada, Southern Libations, Treasury Wine Estates, 
Valckenberg International, Van Duzer Vineyards, Wagner Family of Wine,  

and Wilson Daniels

MUSICAL APPEARANCES 
Nikki Lane | The Wallflowers







 32  Highlands Food & Wine Festival 2025

Pinkies down, please! Here’s your exclusive invitation to taste and learn about some of 
the finest caviar and roe — and lest we forget, the champs, courtesy of Veuve Clicquot.

Access to the home and grounds known as Hutchinson House,  
located just 1 block off of Main Street Highlands.

ROCK & ROE SPONSORS 
Brackish, Manchester Farms Quail, Old Edwards Inn & Spa, and Veuve Clicquot

CULINARY APPEARANCES 
Matthew Niessner with Halls Catch

Dust off your toe tappers, get ready to take a twirl on the dance floor and head to Flat 
Mountain Farm in Highlands for The Barn Ramble. Enjoy performances by Nashville’s Sam 
Morrow, light bites by Little Secret, and beer, wine, and Blade & Bow signature cocktails.

THE BARN RAMBLE SPONSORS 
Blade & Bow, Flat Mountain Farm, Little Secret, and Southern Libations

MUSICAL APPEARANCE

Sam Morrow

Saturday, November 15 | 5:30 – 6:30 P.M.
Hutchinson House | 594 Main Street

Rock & Roe

Saturday, November 15 | 7:00 – 9:30 P.M.
Flat Mountain Farm | 1359 Flat Mountain Road

The Barn Ramble
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Five-time Grammy Award winning (and Lifetime Achievement award winner) Blind 
Boys of Alabama are back to join us on the mountain, 10 years later! They’re ready to 

bring us the gospel truth about why Sunday Brunch in Highlands is the best, and we’re 
sparing no expense. Rest and relax as we treat you to a seated-and-served multi-course 
brunch, complete with your favorite Bloody Mary bar, except we’ll do the work for you.

PREMIER WEEKEND FESTIVAL SPONSOR  
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC

ASSOCIATE FESTIVAL SPONSORS  
Blade and Bow, Callaway Blue Spring Water, Diageo, Empire Distributors,  

Heaven Hill Brands, Johnson Brothers, Methodical Coffee,  
Old Edwards Hospitality Group, and Tryon Distributing

Official Design Partner  
CW Design Works

PRESENTING A SHOT AT REDEMPTION SPONSOR 
Pat Allen Realty Group

A SHOT AT REDEMPTION SPONSORS 
Lupoli Construction and Half-Mile Farm

CULINARY APPEARANCES 
Dickie Brennan, owner and managing partner of Dickie Brennan & Company, is a 

third-generation member of New Orleans’ legendary Brennan family of restaurateurs. 
He joins Chef Chris Huerta of Old Edwards Hospitality Group to present a menu 

inspired by the iconic recipes of Louis Osteen.

BEVERAGE SPONSORS 
Bailey’s, Boisset Collection, Bulleit Bourbon, Casamigos Tequila, and Ketel One

MUSICAL APPEARANCES 
Blind Boys of Alabama

Sunday, November 16 | 11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
The Bascom | 323 Franklin Road

A Shot at Redemption
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FORAGERS, FARMERS, AND FRIENDS  
Presented by High Country Wine & Provisions and The Library Kitchen + Bar

Monday, November 10 | 6:00 P.M.

Kick off Highlands Food & Wine Festival week in style with an unforgettable evening at High 
Country Wine & Provisions. Acclaimed Chef Johannes of The Library Kitchen + Bar brings 

his culinary mastery to a four-course dining experience, paired with the award-winning wines 
of Cooper and Guy Davis from Davis Family Vineyards. Guests will enjoy eight exceptional 

wines—including rare selections from the Davis cellar—perfectly matched with farm-to-table 
ingredients and indulgent delicacies like foie gras, white truffles, and caviar.

$260 per person plus tax and gratuity  |  Reservations: highcountrywineprovisions.com

TUSCANY WINE TASTINGS
Presented by Highlands Fine Art and Estate Jewelry Wine Shop

Thursday - Saturday, November 13 - 15 | 12:00 - 4:00  P.M.

Delight in complimentary wine tastings featuring selections from the renowned Tuscany 
region of Italy. Explore exceptional art pieces and unique jewelry while savoring the rich 

flavors and aromas of Tuscany’s finest wines. It’s an opportunity to indulge your senses and 
discover something special amid the festival’s vibrant atmosphere.

highlandsfineart.com  |  828.526.0656

FOURTH ANNUAL HIGHLANDS HARVEST LUNCH
Presented by Highlands Wine Shoppe | Friday, November 14 | 12:00 - 4:00  P.M.

Gather around a long-table feast created by Chef Ken Naron of Envie Catering. Naron’s 
style reflects his Louisiana upbringing and years in some of the Plateau’s finest kitchens; he 
cooks with instinct and warmth. His harvest-inspired menu sets the stage for a tasting stroll 

that straddles continents—Old World classics alongside the exuberance of New World 
bottles. It’s a rare chance to explore the contrasts and connections that define wine. And for 
guests looking for an elevated experience, there is a limited number of private cellar tasting 
appointments featuring iconic Napa Valley winemaker Chris Carpenter for an additional $50/

per person.

$250 per person plus tax and gratuity  |  Reservations: highlandswineshoppe.com

SIP WITH THE SOURCE
Presented by The Stubburn Bull | Friday, November 14 | 2:30 - 5:00  P.M.

An intimate wine tasting with acclaimed winemaker James MacPhail—pouring a curated 
flight, sharing vineyard stories, and answering your questions table-side. 

$37 per person plus tax and gratuity  |  Reservations: the-stubborn-bull.com

Wine Dinners 
and Specialty Events
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CRISTOM WINE DINNER 
Presented by Highlands Supper Club | Friday, November 14 | 6:00 P.M.

Enjoy a six-course evening of culinary artistry paired with exceptional wines from Cristom 
Vineyards. Each dish—from oysters and goat cheese tart to duck breast and dark chocolate 

terrine—is matched with selections that showcase the elegance of Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley. A celebration of flavor, craft, and connection.

$225 per person plus tax and gratuity 
Reservations: opentable.com/r/highlands-supper-club-highlands

BARRETT FAMILY WINE DINNER
Presented by On the Verandah | Friday, November 14 | 6:00 P.M.

An unforgettable evening unfolds as Remi Barrett, heir to Napa Valley’s storied Barrett legacy, 
hosts an intimate dinner that blends history, storytelling, and exceptional cuisine. As Remi 

shares personal reflections on growing up amid the legends of Screaming Eagle and Chateau 
Montelena, guests will savor the inspired creations of Executive Chef Andrew Figel, each dish 
thoughtfully paired with exquisite wines that echo the Barrett family’s iconic contributions to 

California viticulture. 

$250 per person plus tax and gratuity | Reservations: 828.526.2338

FARM HARVEST DINNER AND BARN DANCE
Presented by Old Edwards Inn and Spa | Friday, November 14 | 6:00 P.M.

Your senses will come alive with the sights, sounds, smells, and flavors of farm-fresh creations 
prepared live. Meet the farmers from Sunburst Trout Farm and Anson Mills and feast on their 
bounty. End the evening with the foot-stomping live music of Back Porch Orchestra. It’s a fun, 

down-on-the-farm festival of the senses and a celebration of great  
Southern culinary traditions.

$270 per person plus tax and gratuity | Reservations: oldedwardshospitality.com

CINDER & CELLAR WINE DINNER
Presented by Flat Mountain Farm | Friday, November 14 | 6:00 P.M.

Experience an evening of refined indulgence as Chef Santiago Guzzetti of Ilda presents a 
four-course French-inspired menu, each dish kissed by live fire and seasonal ingredients. 
The night begins with champagne and caviar under the stars, followed by a cozy barn 

dinner paired with wines from Burgundy, Champagne, and beyond—curated by the Boisset 
Collection. Dessert brings live music, raffles, and charming surprises.

$450 per person plus tax and gratuity  |  Reservations: flatmountainfarm.com

Wine Dinners 
and Specialty Events
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Wine Dinners 
and Specialty Events

OAKVILLE LEGACY & MEYER FAMILY CELLARS TASTING SEMINAR
Presented by Highlands Wine Shoppe | Saturday, November 15 | 1:30 - 3:30  P.M.

Matt Meyer of Meyer Family Cellars offers a rare tasting of Cabernets rarely poured outside 
California. As the son of Silver Oak co-founder Justin Meyer, Matt carries forward a legacy 
rooted in Oakville’s storied soil—each glass a glimpse into the family’s enduring impact on 

Napa Valley winemaking.

$165 per person  |  Reservations: highlandswineshoppe.com 

BARTENDING CLASS
Presented by The Stubburn Bull | Saturday, November 15 | 1:00 - 3:00 P.M.

Join in for a fun, hands-on bartending class where you’ll learn to mix signature cocktails, 
master bar techniques, and enjoy exclusive tastings!

$45 per person plus tax and gratuity | Reservations: the-stubborn-bull.com

OYSTER ROAST AT HIGHLANDER MOUNTAIN HOUSE
Presented by Highlander Mountain House | Saturday, November 15 | 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.

Head to the HMH for a fall oyster roast, with oysters from Pelican Oyster Company. The ticket 
includes all you can shuck oysters, your first beer from Munkle Brewing, and live bluegrass on 

the porch from Flat Bridge String Band. 

$50 per person plus tax and gratuity | Reservations: highlandermountainhouse.com

“TOUR DE FRANCE” TASTING SEMINAR
Presented by Highlands Wine Shoppe | Saturday, November 15 | 4:30 - 6:30  P.M.

Eric Hemer—one of only four people worldwide to hold both Master Sommelier and Master 
of Wine titles—leads a tasting through France’s iconic wine regions. Featuring selections from 
the Frederick Wildman portfolio, the experience spans Champagne to Bordeaux, each pour 

guided by Hemer’s rare expertise and insight into France’s enduring influence  
on the world of wine.

$175 per person plus tax and gratuity  |  Reservations: highlandswineshoppe.com 

BROCHELLE WINE DINNER
Presented by On the Verandah | Saturday, November 15 | 6:00 P.M.

Paso Robles takes center stage as Brock Waterman of Brochelle Vineyards pours soulful, sun-
kissed wines paired with bold dishes by Executive Chef Andrew Figel. Each glass tells a story 

of land, labor, and legacy—a celebration of passion and the art of winemaking.

$250 per person plus tax and gratuity | Reservations: 828.526.2338
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ATTIRE

Mountain Chic, Resort Casual
Grand Tasting (Thursday night) and A Shot at Redemption are indoor events. Smoke 
Signals and Main Event are OUTDOORS, rain or shine. Please stay up-to-date on the 

weather forecast and dress appropriately. We also recommend comfortable,  
closed-toe shoes.

RULES and RESTRICTIONS 
No one under the age of 21 is permitted.

Please no pets (service animals are permitted).

No outside food or alcohol will be permitted at events unless stated otherwise.

Complimentary water will be provided.

No smoking or vaping of any kind.

Please drink responsibly. Anyone that the festival crew deems as inebriated will be 
asked by security to leave the event. There will be law enforcement at each event.

PARKING

There is limited parking throughout downtown Highlands and at the events. Please 
consider carpooling or walking to events, if possible. Please respect businesses that 
have reserved parking for their patrons by not parking there during business hours. 

WHAT TO BRING

Government-issued photo ID; Barcoded event tickets;
Cash or credit card for merchandise; 

Proper attire for forecasted weather (gloves, hats, rain gear)

WHAT NOT TO BRING

Pets; Outside food or drink; Chairs;
Illegal drugs; Children under the age of 21;

Smoking or vaping products of any kind;
Bad weather or bad vibes

Festival 411

Scan to join email list.
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Ticket Wristbands
WHERE DO I PICK UP MY TICKET WRISTBANDS?

All fans will be able to pick up wristbands before the events starting Wednesday, 
November 12. at the HFW Production office – Old Bank of America Building,  

424 Pine Street, Highlands, NC 28741 

Highlands Food and Wine Office Hours

Wednesday, November 12: 3:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Thursday, November 13: 10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Friday, November 14: 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Saturday, November 15: 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

**Please note, only the purchaser of the tickets can pick up wristbands.  
If you cannot pick up wristbands early, you can simply present your tickets at the event 

gate for entry.

WHAT DO I NEED TO GET INTO THE EVENT?

You need your ticket barcode or a wristband. After receiving your event wristband, 
you must wear your wristband for the duration of the event. VIP Weekender ticket 

holders must wear Weekender wristbands for the duration of the festival. 

HOW DO I PUT ON MY WRISTBAND?

Production office or gate staff will help you with your wristband. The plastic security lock 
on the wristband is a one-way lock. Do not play with this lock to  

tighten the band too much.

WHAT IF I LOSE OR CUT OFF MY WRISTBAND?

Treat your wristband like cash—lost, stolen, tampered with, and/or confiscated 
wristbands will not be replaced. They are not transferable.  Wristbands must be worn 

at all times. Individuals not wearing a wristband will not be allowed entry, with no 
exceptions.  Do not lose your wristband—these are not replaceable. 

RE-ENTRY

Your wristband allows you to come and go as you please to the events. You must have the 
specific event wristband on to enter/re-enter. Beverages may not leave the boundaries of 

any event.

WHAT IF I STILL NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Opt in to receive text alerts by texting HFW to (828) 202-8911.
 For specific questions, contact the festival at info@highlandsfoodandwine.com.



 52  Highlands Food & Wine Festival 2025

Eleven Events, JDPR, Kinetic Events, Levitation Concepts, and Paris Mountain Marketing

The Laurel Magazine, Vessel, WHLC

200 Main, Fairview House, Flat Mountain Farms, Highlands Vacation Rentals,  
Old Edwards Inn and Spa, Skyline Lodge, and Trailborn Highlands

CW Design Works

Premier Festival Sponsor

Associate Festival Sponsors

Festival Event Partners

Official Design Partner

Lodging Partners

Media Partners
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
Highlands Chamber of Commerce/Visit Highlands, NC Staff and Volunteers,  

The Town of Highlands, Highlands Police Department,  
and Highlands Fire Department  

HIGHLANDS FESTIVALS, INC. BOARD 
Mills Armstrong, Jack Austin, David Bock

Debi Bock, Thomas Craig
Tricia Cox, Marjorie Deal

Stephanie Edwards, Drew English
Pat Gleeson, Liz Harris

Bryan Lewis, Sam Lupus
Steve Mehder, Mary Adair Trumbly

Drew Townes, Hilary Wilkes
Marlene Osteen, Steve Palmer: Advisory Board

ELEVEN EVENTS, LLC 
Christy Phillips 

Casey Reid
Christina Wells
Jessica Arellana

Matt Finely
Daisy Arbelaez

with Gratitude
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Your participation in Highlands Food & 
Wine is more than a celebration—it’s 

a reflection of your commitment to this 
community and its future. By joining us, 
you help cultivate a legacy of generosity, 
connection, and support that will echo 
for generations.

One meaningful example is our 
partnership with the Culinary Institute 
of America through the Louis Osteen 
Legacy Scholarship. Named for a pioneer 
of Southern cuisine, this scholarship 
supports aspiring chefs from our region 
and helps ensure the Highlands-Cashiers 
culinary tradition continues to thrive. It’s 
a tribute to Louis’s enduring influence 
and a promise to those who dream of 
following in his footsteps.

Through its two signature festivals—
Highlands Food & Wine and Bear 
Shadow—Highlands Festivals, Inc. has 
also directed proceeds to a wide range 
of local nonprofits, including Highlands 
Food Pantry, Friends of Founders Park, 
Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust, Highlands 
Biological Foundation, the Resource 
Institute, and Sky Valley–Scaly Mountain 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue.

Over the past nine years, Highlands 

Festivals, Inc. has contributed more than 
$250,000 to charitable organizations 
such as Equal Plates Project, Beloved 
Asheville, Southern Smoke Foundation, 
and many others—each one helping to 
strengthen the fabric of our region.

“In addition to celebrating great food, 
wine, and music, Highlands Festivals 
Inc. remains committed to giving back 
to the community,” said Jack Austin, 
President of Highlands Festivals Inc. 
“Highlands Food & Wine has become 
much more than a festival—it’s a way 
for us to uplift the region, support vital 
nonprofit initiatives, and create lasting 
economic benefits for Highlands and 
the surrounding area. As we celebrate 
ten years, we are honored to continue 
fostering these connections and 
strengthening our community.”

That’s a lot of good work—and we 
hope you leave not only with a soothed 
spirit and tighter trousers, but with the 
satisfaction of knowing you’ve helped 
build something truly meaningful.

Travel safely, and we’ll see you next year. 
To donate, visit highlandsfoodandwine.
com/information/giving-back.

Scan to donate to the  
Louis Osteen Legacy  
Scholarship Fund.

Giving Back
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Advertisers Index
ACP Home Interiors.........................................34

Allan Dearth and Sons Generators..................25

Andrea Gabbard,  

Highlands Sotheby’s International Realty........37

Anne Buresh Interior Design.............................7

Bear Shadow.....................................................4

Berkshire Hathaway Homes Services/ 

Meadows Mountain Realty................................6

Black Rock Design/Build..................................38

Bock Builders/Inn at Mill Creek.......................64

Bounds Cave Rug Gallery................................54

Blue Ridge Bedding 

Carolina Rustic Furniture................................  30

Burlingame Country Club................................53

Liz Harris/Jessica Hoheisel,  

Cashiers Sotheby’s International Realty...........39

Charlie’s Hot Buns...........................................48

Classic Lighting...............................................55

Collector Seeking Art......................................55

Crawford Construction....................................22

Craig Ragsdale Studio/ 

Curate Art & Interiors......................................10

Dutchman’s Casual Living................................57

Fairview House................................................18

Florida Trust.....................................................21

Garcia Paint Expert..........................................55

Green Mountain Builders................................49

Greystone Inn..................................................49

Highlands Chamber of Commerce....................2

Highlands PAC.................................................35

Highlands Supper Club/Trailborn Highlands...21

Highlands Vacation Rentals.............................27

Highlands Wine Shoppe..................................48

Howard Hannah/Pat Allen...............................33

Landmark.........................................................63

Laurel Magazine..............................................55

Lupoli Construction.........................................11

Mabon Edge....................................................54

Martha Anne’s..................................................48

Mountain Theatre Company...........................47

Natural Selection.............................................42

Objet d’ Art.....................................................25

Old Edwards Reserve at Lake Keowee............15

The Park on Main.............................................43

Pat Allen..........................................................19

Peak Experience..............................................43

Platt Architecture, Construction, Interiors.......61

Rent In Highlands............................................42

Riverside Development Group........................59

Riverside Pools & Spas....................................59

Rock The Plateau.............................................17

Spoiled Rotten.................................................54

The Baked Bunny Bake Shop..........................49

The Summer House.........................................26

TJ Bailey’s........................................................31

The Ugly Dog / The High Dive........................58

Village Pantry of Cashiers................................43

WHLC..............................................................42

Wit’s End..........................................................58






