
Cook’s Literacy Basics: Helping Those with a 
Neurodifference Enjoy Learning Again



Scope and Sequence

Emergent/Early Stage (aka EE Group) approx. P-1 
(word)

Transitional Fluent (aka TF Group) approx. 2-3.0 
(Phrase)

Fluent/Comprehension Stage (aka FC Group) app. 
3.0-3.9 (sentence)

goal: move into Literacy Academy (4.0-5.9)                                                  





LESSSON PLAN: (3) Areas of Scope and Sequence:

• (1/3) Language- Vocabulary Words and Dialogue (30 min)

• (1/3) Listening- Fluency (30 min)

• (1/3) Specific Literacy Skills- Comprehension and Word Identification (30 min.)

• Composition- Handwriting and Spelling (last 10 min.)



LESSON PLANS         * Google

Comprehension Vocabulary Fluency Word Knowledge Composition 

-All Real Books

Concept Sort

DRTA

ReQuest

Anticipation Guides

Concept Def. Map

-All Real Books-
Dialogue Journal 
Entry

Word Work Sorts

Language Web

Frayer Model

Semantic Feature 
Analysis 

-ALL Real Books

Cue Phrase 
Boundaries in Text

ReReading

Echo Reading

-ALL Hands-ON

Alphabet
Knowledge 

PA Activities

Phonemic 
Awareness 

-Dialogue Journal 
Entry

Pyramid Words

Picture Words

Sound Words

Draw Words in Air

Lang. Lang.Listening S.S.S.S.



(1/3) Language

Vocabulary Words and Dialogue (30 min)



Dialectal Speech Differences 

or 

Specific Language Impairment (SLI)



TREAT WITH SLI or Dialectal ?

People with SLI will struggle to learn new words and make 
conversation. Having difficulty using verbs is a hallmark of SLI. Typical 
errors would make include dropping the “s” from the end of present-
tense verbs, dropping past tense, and asking questions without the 
usual “be” or “do” verbs. For example, instead of saying “She rides the 
horse,” a SLI person will say, “She ride the horse.” Instead of saying “He 
ate the cookie,” a SLI person will say, “He eat the cookie.” Instead of 
saying “Why does he like me?”, a SLI person will ask, “Why he like me?” 



Dialectal Variation- my Observation

WORD:  says /sĕz/

J:  /sā/                                         



Dialectal Variation- my Observation

WORD:  says /sĕz/

J:  /sā/                                         



Dialectal Variation- my Observation

WORD:  says /sĕz/

J:  /sā/                                         



WORD:  saying   /ˈsā-iŋ/  

J: /sāń/



WORD: food  /ˈfüd/

J: /fü/



Give Me Some- You’ve Heard



Prose Literacy-





Dialogue: Shopping…
Circle: 
NOUNS AND VERBS

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



STRENGTH: adjective and Adverb  (VOC.)          
* mention Ash

• Concept is related to feeling
Original Adjective New Adjective 

happy elated

sad solemn



Weakness: Noun and ADJ. (voc.) Original Noun Noun Original Verb New Verb

something

stuff

thing

apple

voyage

mission 

like   want

*Mention: categorical and sequential memory also limited dialog 

*see next slide



like

want choose prefer

Lang. Web



Current Events- Identify and Listen



Sequence



Categorical and Sequential MEMORY and 
REASONING   *lesson 8, 10, 24, 26

Food

Desserts

PieCake



Draw-Frayer Model



DRAW-Semantic Feature Analysis Grid 



Concept Sort



SEE WORDS





VERBS CONT.



VERBS CONT.



Summarize and Predict

• https://giphy.com/gifs/comments-darvish-mccutchen-
IkLXMZzuwMejK

READ


Evaluate- dictionary and thesaurus along with 
Appreciation JOURNAL  

Lessons 1, 4, & 5



Recreate-

Dialogue ( ex. Shopping) or Book



RECREATE CHOOSE AN ACTIVITY to Present to 
GROUP
• WORD SORTS aka Writing Sort

• Letter Sound Dictation 

• Beginning Word Dictation 

• Overall Guidelines for Teaching Spelling

• ***SEE WORDS BEHIND



(1/3) Listening- Fluency 
(30 min)



Remember- Listen

Read Aloud
Choral Reading
Echo Reading
Shared Reading
Silent read

Highlight-read 
aloud and Discuss 



Phonological AWARENESS  

Lessons 1, 2



Sentence Strip Segmenting- ex



Sentence Strip Segmenting- ex



Sentence Strip Segmenting- ex



RHYMINGVISUAL IMAGERY/ALONG W/ PA 
Awareness  
• Which word doesn’t belong because it has a different rhyme?

Tub, table, bell, tent

Rat, cat, mat, sad

What letter do you see? 



Phoneme Manipulation: VISUAL 
IMAGERY/ALONG W/ PA Awareness  
• VISION the word _______________ in your head?

• How many letters do you see?

• Put lines underneath each letter.

• Tell me how many sounds do you hear?

• Put lines underneath each letter sound.

• What is the first sound you hear? What is the rest?

• What if we take away that first sound, what sounds will we have left?

• What if we replace that first sound with a _______, what word would we have then?

• Now, what if we replace the last sound with a ______, what word would we have now?

• Next, what if we replace the middle sound with a ____, what word would we have now?



Reading Fluency Strategies 

PRACTICE

http://lincs.ed.gov/readingprofiles/



Specific Skill

• I will meet with or pair you with an EE/TF/FC student. We will go over 
that training individually!!



Resources:

http://www.ldonline.org   International Dyslexia Association 

http://www.interdys.org  Learning Disabilities Association of California 

http://www.ldaca.org   Nonverbal learning disorders  

http://www.nldline.org   

Interactive community resources for adults with invisible disabilities  
http://www.ldpride.net Bridges to Practice, A Research-based Guide for 
Literacy Practitioners Serving Adult with Learning Disabilities .  National 
Adult Literacy and Learning Disabilities Center, Washington, DC 1999.



Closing PRAYER


