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Dear Friends,

“Summer is the annual permission slip to be lazy. To do nothing and
have it count for something. To lie in the grass and count the stars. To
sit on a branch and study the clouds.” Regina Brett
“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a sum-
mer's day, listening to the murmur of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is
by no means a waste of time.” John Lubbock

“Come unto me all of you who are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. “
Jesus of Nazareth.

Summer, that much-loved season of comfort that is associated with rest, is now
upon us, and I am feeling the better for it already. This being the August issue of our
church magazine, it is time to stop with our labour and give ourselves to holidays,
gardens, barbecues, and a slower pace of life. On the church front, there will be fewer
meetings and less administration. This is a wonderful time of year!

However, what if the key to real rest is not so much about the time of year as a
state of mind, not about doing nothing but about doing something that gives us
purpose?  Jesus once made this rather ironic statement, "Come unto me all of you
who are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest, for my yoke is easy and my burden is
light." (Matt. 11:28). If Christ wanted to give us rest, why a yoke, and why a burden?
Why not a bed and a chair?

Well, the suggestion might be that real peace comes from servanthood.
That’s when many of us are happiest - when we are doing things for others

and for God. His yoke is easy and his burden is light because
in serving Him, our lives find their meaning and our hearts
find their peace.  And that should make everything we love
about the Summer even better.

Bring on the holidays, the gardens, and the barbecues.
In Christ, Rev Blair
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QUOTABLE  QUOTES

Awe is the primary religious emotion.

The Bible was the only book Jesus ever quoted, and then never as a basis for discussion but
to decide the point at issue.  Leon Morris

Reputation is what men think you are; character is what God knows you are.

Alcohol does not make people able to do things better.  It makes them less ashamed of doing
them badly.

You may get to the very top of the ladder, and then find it has not been leaning against the
right wall. A Raine

Anger is a wind which blows out the lamp of the mind.

If you would like to know the value of money, go and try to borrow some.  Benjamin Franklin

There are times when God asks nothing of His children except silence, patience and tears.
Charles Seymour Robinson

You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.

What we see in others often reveals something about us.

IN LOVING MEMORY of

I’m sorry, I missed the first anniversary of
JOYCE FISHER’S death last month - on 12th July.

Brenda Woodfine who died on 15th August 2017
Nigel Evans who died 24th August 2018

Derek Ashpole who died 5th September 2016

May God comfort those who mourn.

IN LOVING MEMORY …
For the life of Roger Schooley who died on 14th July 2022.

Roger was 90 years old
when he passed away peacefully at home.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.
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The Jubilee Weekend Activity at Stow Park – Saturday 4th June 2022

The day started with showers and a gusty wind and made life difficult for the hardy
few who met to set up two gazebos.  Fortunately the rain stopped and the wind lessened
after a while.  By eleven o’clock the setting up was finished and the music was playing (a
little too loud at first, but this was soon adjusted to a reasonable level).

The entertainment was good.  Efua was playing the African Drums to accompany the
dancing children, and there was also an excellent acrobat and fire-eater.  Revd Blair gave
an interesting talk entitled “The servant Queen and the King she serves”.  He also did a
very good puppet show, watched by a good crowd.  Both food outlets, Ghanaian and
BBQ, did well and were steadily busy most of the time.

I reckon attendance figures were between 80-100 people and we were able to donate
£437 to the two chosen charities (The Red Cross and Age UK).

Revd Blair would like to make an outside activity an annual event, and is considering
forming a larger committee to join a meeting in September to plan the event.

The church had advertised our Jubilee event with several posters displayed around
the Stow and in local churches, and by dropping leaflets through letter boxes in the local
area.  I am not sure how effective that was, as a lot of people who attended seemed to
have been attracted by the event as they were passing by.

Eddie Collier

St. Andrew’s Christian Aid Week
Results 2022

Christian Aid Week event at St. Andrew’s collected a total of £740.00 this
year, through online donations (£160.00) and through envelopes with
cheques & cash donations (£580.00). Of the total, £720 are gift aided, giving
a tax rebate of £180.  We wish to say a heart-felt THANK YOU to all for your
kind contributions which help ensure families have better infrastructure to
access every last drop of water to survive draught.
We are very grateful for your extra effort under COVID:
• You made extra donation this year
• Took extra miles to inform us of your online donations
• Made donation through envelopes
• Your prayers in support of the event

Christian Aid Week organisers: Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie
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SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES☺
Advertising terms explained -

NEW – Different colour from previous design.
ALL NEW – Parts are not interchangeable with previous design.
EXCLUSIVE – Imported product from goodness knows where.
UNMATCHED – Not quite as good as the competition.
FOOLPROOF OPERATION – No provision for adjustments.
ADVANCED DESIGN – The advertising agency doesn’t understand it.
IT’S HERE AT LAST – Rush job. Nobody knew it was coming.
FIELD TESTED – Manufacturer lacks on-site test equipment.
HIGH ACCURACY – Unit on which all parts actually fit.
FUTURISTIC – We have no idea why it looks the way it does.
REDESIGNED – Previous flaws fixed – we hope.
DIRECT SALES ONLY – Factory had a big argument with distributor.
YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT – We finally got one to work.
BREAKTHROUGH – We finally figured out a use for it.
MAINTENANCE FREE – Impossible to fix.
MEETS ALL STANDARDS – Ours, not yours.
SOLID-STATE – Don’t drop it on your foot.
HIGH RELIABILITY – We made it work long enough to ship it.

Whoever said ‘Out of sight, out of mind’ never had a large spider disappear in their
bedroom.

A seven-year-old calmly announced to her parents that Billy Brown had kissed her after
church. “How did that happen?” gasped her mother.

“Well, it wasn’t easy,” admitted the young lady, “but three girls helped me catch him.”

Somebody has finaly invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It’s called a ‘clothes-line’.

Sign at a mountain holiday resort
 Be careful not to fall here. It’s dangerous. But if you do fall, remember to look to the left on
your way down. You get a wonderful view on that side.

A smile is when you whisper a laugh.

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
One of the Bible readings in June in New Daylight was from Daniel chapter 3.
Daniel’s three friends, who, like him worshipped the true God, were exiled in
Babylon.  King Nebuchadnezzar instituted a new cult and decreed that everyone
must worship an image of gold.

‘If you don’t worship it,’ he said to the men, ‘you’ll be thrown into a blazing furnace.  Then
what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?’
‘Oh king,’ they replied, ‘if we are thrown into the fire, the God we serve is able to deliver us
but even if he doesn’t, we want you to know that we will not serve your gods.’

These Jews, in captivity, must have had amazing faith through their close prayer-life with
God.
And God saved them.  Not even their clothes were scorched, and four men were seen walking
around in the terrible furnace.
I have to remind myself that we pray to this same almighty God.  His power is awesome!

The last few lines of George Herbert’s poem on prayer reads:

A kind of tune, which all things hear and fear;
Softness, and peace, and joy, and love, and bliss,

Exalted manna, gladness of the best’
Heaven in ordinary, man well drest’
The milky way, the bird of Paradise,

Church-bells beyond the stars heard, the soul’s blood,
The land of spices; something understood.

George Herbert was born in 1593.  He was an MP then became a priest in
Fugglestone-cum-Bemerton in Wiltshire and died when he was 39.

Many of our Psalms are prayers and, of course, we have the prayer that Jesus taught his
disciples, recorded in Matthew 6 and Luke 11.  In Luke, Jesus follows the prayer with a story
to illustrate how and why we should pray.  And he concludes by saying, in verse 9: Keep on
asking and you will keep on getting; keep on looking and you will keep on finding; knock and
the door will be opened.  Everyone who asks, receives; all who seek, find; and the door is
opened to everyone who knocks.

This is a big promise.  But remember the words that proceed it, including the line
… Forgive us our sins and we forgive those who sin against us …

Scary stuff.  Promises with strings attached.
How strong is our faith in a great God?

I’ll finish with a prayer from the Methodist Prayer Handbook, by Pru Cahill.

Lord of every place, when I am afraid, thank you for a hiding place;
When I am restless, thank you for a dwelling place;
when I am tired, thank you for a resting place;
when I feel unworthy, thank you for a holy place;
when I am anxious, thank you for a banquet place;
when I am at the end, thank you for a prepared place.  Amen

May God bless us and keep us in his love,
Hazel
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CHARACTERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PART 4 - JOSEPH

The story of Joseph in Genesis is well known, including through the musical. Fourteen
chapters are devoted to Joseph, one quarter of the book of Genesis. Genesis covers thousands
of years but the author (attributed to Moses - whether he actually wrote it is another matter)
devotes so much space to a short time span. One reason given by J. Vernon McGee is to
demonstrate that Joseph had a good and honourable life and was a model and example for us
all.

In a key verse Pharaoh is quoted: -`Can we find anyone like this man so obviously filled
with the spirit of God` Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,  `Since God has revealed the meaning of
dreams to you, clearly no one is as intelligent and wise as you`. (Genesis 41. 38-39). Apart
from this verse there is no record in the text of Joseph being spoken to directly by God.

Joseph`s brothers were jealous as Joseph was a favourite of his Father, Jacob, who loved
him very much. Joseph was born from Rebecca, the wife that Jacob loved. You may recall that
Uncle Laban, deceived Jacob into marrying Leah instead of Rebecca the one who Laban
promised him. Jacob had to work for another seven years to be given Rebecca. The brothers
wanted to kill Joseph but instead sold him into slavery. They took Joseph`s robe, soaked it in
the blood of an animal and took it back to Jacob, saying that he had been devoured by a wild
animal. Joseph ends up in prison as a result of deceit by Potiphar`s wife. He refused her
advances. He interprets dreams and is exalted by Pharaoh as his second in command and
saves Egypt and other nations from a seven year famine.

 His brothers are sent by Jacob to Egypt to purchase grain but they did not recognise
Joseph. Eventually Joseph is reunited with his Father Jacob and his brother Benjamin and
Joseph reveals his identity. Joseph forgives his brothers. Pharaoh allows them all to remain in
Egypt and gives them the best land.

The only reference of Joseph that I can find in the New Testament is in the Hebrew hall of
fame. Hebrews 11.22 - By faith Joseph at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. It was Moses that took Joseph bones out of
Egypt several hundred years later (Exodus 19).

The story of Joseph is a wonderful example of forgiveness.  Joseph is considered to be a
type of Jesus and there are many similarities between Joseph and Jesus. This may be another
reason why so many chapters are devoted to Joseph. No other character in the bible is as
Christ-like as Joseph although this is not mentioned in the New Testament.  I have a list of
thirty similarities where the life of Joseph mirrors Jesus. Sadly space does not permit the
reproduction of the list here. I was taught to read the Old Testament in the light of Jesus and
to search for Jesus in all 39 books of the Old Testament. One can read about the cross in Isaiah
and the Psalms.

It was God`s plan for Joseph to be in Egypt to save the nations from the famine. God
ensured that good would come out of evil. Jacob and his descendant are in Egypt and this sets
the scene for the second book of the Pentateuch, Exodus.

What is the significance for us today? In the ups and downs of our lives, we know that
God will produce good from all the bad in the world. Like Joseph we must also forgive others
as Jesus  forgives us. We should also lead an honourable life. In the story of Joseph, we need to
see a picture of Jesus.

Rev. Blair has recently led a bible study on Genesis, we are now starting on Exodus, please
join us  on a  Monday lunch time,  if you can.

Arthur Revels
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Flashback
For this issue of the magazine, I have a couple of photos from the Flower Festival which
traditionally took place at St. Andrew’s on a bi-annual basis around this time of the year. The
festival was a three day event with the church putting on for public display over a dozen floral
arrangements distributed throughout the church premises. These were usually themed around
biblical text or events. For example, for a particular year, they could be chosen to follow the
main dates of the liturgical year, or for a different year they could be depicting a global
missionary theme or message. Each display could be sponsored by and/or put together by local
businesses supporting the event, or by individual church patrons.
The event was traditionally organised by Hazel Taylor, Joan Eagles and Margaret Mountsteven,
with the help of a large group of church ladies. Simultaneous with the floral displays, the
church also put on stalls for cake, craft, book and bric-a-brac sales in the side hall, and plant
sales in the foyer and outdoors. Sometimes flower arrangement demonstrations were also
given. Tea and cakes were served throughout the days, and cooked meals at lunch times. All in
all, this was a big event in the local community.
Because Joan Eagles (shown in the first photo below assembling her floral display) was a
member of the local painters club, known as Harlow WAGS (Harlow Wednesday Art Group
Society), she arranged for the art exhibition and painting sales and demonstrations in the
upstairs rooms as well. Indeed, the display in the second photo below was a contribution from
the art club, entitled “Garden of Eden”. The painting was the team work of some 16 members
of the club, each painting an agreed square of the whole work which was then put together to
give the overall picture. This painting is now hung at the left-hand side of the foyer as one enters
the church.
If you have any memorable photos of past activities at St. Andrew’s that you wish to consider
publishing in the magazine, I invite you to send them to me, (preferably with descriptions).
These I will scan, format and enhance. They will be handled with care and returned after use.

Andrew Wong
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Loving Lord,
Creator and friend, Saviour and Spirit - we worship
you.  When we pray you come closer than our
heartbeat.
Your majesty and perfection take our breath away.
May we trust in your love, honour your name and serve you always.
May our lives reflect your care and saving love.
May we live our faith, share our faith and grow in faith.

      In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

      IT’S TIME TO SING!

Come on everyone!  Let’s sing for joy to the Lord!
Let’s shout our loudest praises to our God who saved us!

Everyone come meet his face with a thankful heart.  Don’t hold
back your praises; make him great by your shouts of joy!
For the Lord is the greatest of all, King-God over all other gods!
In one hand he holds the mysteries of the earth, and in the other
he holds the highest mountain peaks.
He’s the owner of every ocean, the engineer and sculptor of earth
itself!  Come and kneel before this creator-God; come and bow
before the mighty God, our majestic maker!  For we are those he
cares for, and he is the God we worship.  So drop everything else
and listen to his voice!

PRAYER

KINTSUGI HOPE

Kintsugi Hope is a Christian charity, with a vision of establishing, across the UK, a
movement of Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Groups where people can experience safety and
support; an increase in self-worth; a deeper understanding of the reality of God’s love for
them and clear pathways to receive additional support if needed.

A Kintsugi Hope Wellbeing Group has been established at St Stephen’s Church, Tye
Green, with a new 12 week course starting in September.  The course is run by Christian
leaders but is for people of all faiths, and no faith, who are interested in supporting their
mental and emotional wellbeing and developing resilience amidst life’s challenges.  It is not
a Therapy or counselling group or just for people with poor mental health.  It’s a safe space
to learn; welcoming and gives you the tools for self-management and healthy wellbeing.

For further information and an application form please email Ian Beckett on
ianbex@hotmail.com or phone 442669 and leave a message.

This group is supported by Heart 4 Harlow
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Our thanks to the member who
donated some more large print
HYMN BOOKS recently.
We didn’t have enough for those who can’t
see the screens and need larger print, and  regularly
worship with us.

THE STORY OF THE YELLOW RIBBONS
Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle, tells the story behind a well-loved and well-known old song.

One of the greatest doctrines in the Bible is the love of God for His people. Both Old
Testament and New Testament tell us what God said to His people through Jeremiah: “I have
loved you with an everlasting love” (31:3).

It was that love that moved the Father to send His Son into the world (John 3:16). Paul writes
glowingly of “that great love with which He loved us” (Ephesians 2:4). John emphasises the
same great truth in a magnificent creed of just three words: ‘God is love’         (1 John 4:8). Quite
simply there is nothing in all creation more reassuring, more comforting, more encouraging,
more uplifting than to know that God loves us. And we can even put it in personal terms as Paul
did. ‘He loved me and gave Himself for me’ (Galatians 2:21).

The following true story, from the life and ministry of John Wilbur Chapman, is a good
illustration of such love.

Back in 1893, Chapman was a Presbyterian minister from Richmond, Indiana, who had
moved into full-time evangelistic ministry. Chapman told of how one evening he was travelling
by train in a rural part of the state of Kansas. The only other passenger in the carriage was a
young man and Chapman noticed that he was becoming very agitated. He kept glancing out of
the window and then covering his face with his hands. Finally, Chapman asked if he could help.

The young man was a bit reluctant, but finally opened up. Many years before he had run
away from home and ‘sown his wild oats.’ He had not contacted his parents for many years and
now he was afraid they wouldn’t want him back. He had written home some weeks before and
told them he would be travelling on this train. At a certain point it passed very close to his home.
In the letter he had begged his parents’ forgiveness and asked if they wanted him to come home.
If so, they were to tie a yellow ribbon on the old apple tree that grew right beside the railway
lines.

“Sir,” he said to Chapman, “the train will soon pass my home but I’m afraid to look. If there’s
a yellow ribbon on the tree, I’ll get off at the next station and go home. If there’s no ribbon, I’ll
just travel on. But I’m too afraid to look out for the tree.” So Chapman offered to look for him.
The young man hid his eyes and Chapman kept watch.

“You can open your eyes now,” he said a few minutes later. The returning prodigal looked at
Chapman with tears and quivering lips. “All is well,” said the evangelist. “There is a yellow
ribbon on the apple tree. In fact, there’s far more than one. Every branch is hanging with yellow
ribbons, scores and scores of them. Your parents love you so much and want you to come
home.”

If parents can love their wayward children like that, how much greater is the love of God!
Truly, we are loved with everlasting love.                                                                      Parish Pump

("Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak Tree"
is a song recorded by Tony Orlando and Dawn and was a world-wide hit in 1973).
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Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven - 411028

or Hazel - 438905
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am

Contact: Alison Brand 445187

4th
  11th
  18th
  25th  The Gill Family

First Tuesday Gay Brown
Second Tuesday          CAN YOU HELP?
Third Tuesday  Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday          CAN YOU HELP?
Regular helper at start - Andrew Proctor

HELPERS

The rota of those who will prepare and serve
tea, coffee and biscuits after church each week.
week 1 Gay Brown
week 2 Gill & Mike Church
week 3 Hazel Taylor & Andrew Proctor
week 4 Alison Brand & Louise
week 5 offers please or no coffee this week

Biscuits are needed each Sunday.
Could we have offers to bring one
or two packets once a month.

Gill and Mike will be moving in
the Autumn.
We need two people to take over
week 2 each month please.

all fre
e - can you help?
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AUGUST DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

WE ARE WORSHIPPING
          IN CHURCH
    and also on ZOOM

A
U
G
U
S
T

Thursday  4th 11.00am Friendship Group Outing to Harlow Garden Centre

SUNDAY 7th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Steve Mayo

SUNDAY 14th   10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Fred Arthur

SUNDAY    21st 10.30am Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

SUNDAY 28th 10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

A
U
G
U
S
T



Sunday 2nd October  at 10.30am
St Andrew’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Sunday 23rd October
at 10.30am

St Andrew’s Church Anniversary Celebration Service,
preacher Mr Tony Miller - Director of The Whitechapel Mission.

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Also on Sunday 23rd October at 2.30pm
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life and witness of North Weald Methodist
Church followed by refreshments.  (At North Weald Methodist)  All welcome.
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SEPTEMBER
DIARYSUNDAY CLUB

10.30am

Saturday  3rd 3.00pm Welcome Service for Marcia Tull at Hertford Methodist Church

SUNDAY 4th 10.30am Morning Worship & Holy Communion - Rev Blair Kirkby

 SUNDAY 11th 10.30am Morning Worship -  Ms Elizabeth Stockdale

Thursday 15th 12.30pm Friendship Group - at Hazel’s home in Ladyshot

Saturday 17th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY  18th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Graham Watson
       2.30pm Church Council Meeting

SUNDAY 25th 10.30am Morning Worship - Mr Ruzive Mhiribidi

Thursday 29th 12.25pm Friendship Group - meet at Toby Carvery
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