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Cars and Coffee at 
Graham Central 

Station
By: Jamie Dupuis, President CCNE

 
The Car Club New England kicked 

off its cars and coffee series Sunday, 
May 3 at the Depot in Graham Central 
Station, East Longmeadow Massachu-
setts.

The Car Club New England and 
it’s members I’ve been supporting the 
Owner, Steve, Graham, and staff for 
the past three years every first Sunday 
of the month. The location is a small 
historic area well-known by the resi-
dence in town and has been a staple 
for families on the weekends for Ice 
Cream and train rides.

This season’s kickoff, which is 
always from 8 to 11 AM posted approx-
imately 40 cars from both Massachu-
setts and Connecticut area. During the 
summer, the Depot and the Car Club 
support and host 501 C3 organizations 
who host farmers markets, as well as 
charity car shows throughout the sum-
mer season.

Look forward to the next following 
Sunday in June for the next event 
please come on down and join us again 
the first Sunday of June.

Send letters to the editor: 
Don Clady at dccj14@

aol.com. Please include 
your name and contact 

information.

Letter to the Editor
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Positively Speaking!

 
We need ‘em both!

Divine Consciousness exists in com-
plete perfection. To experience an ev-
er-broadening range of experience and 
emotion a dark side was created for 
contrast. The antithesis of “ALL THAT 
IS”, became necessary for life in form 
to exist and expand exponentially. The 
duality of dark-light, up-down, love-hate, 
joy-suffering all need to manifest to 
give possibility to the other. One cannot 

be without the other except in DIVINE 
AWARENESS where only magnificence 
exists as the wholeness of contrast in 
complete union.

Our individuated task as creative 
projections of DIVINITY is to choose 
and focus for ULTIMATE AWARENESS 
to have separate and diverse exposure.

 God has projected un unlimited 
number of versions of ITSELF all 
without the Divine Awareness. Each 
representation, be it higher, lower, or 
even inanimate form is a projection of 
One Divine Conscious Energy attempt-
ing to experience Itself in as many ways 
as can be imagined by the individuated 
parts of the spirit. God experiences 
everything every creation experiences. 

Some will know joy, others pain. 
Most will vacillate between. All will 
gradually be drawn closer to the light. 
Without our dark side, experience, 
emotion and condition would not be 
possible. We tend to shun all things that 
are not aligned with our highest good, 

yet without them, we would not know 
our highest good. Just as dark has 
no meaning without the existence of 
light and in means nothing without out.  
Imagine if a team of doctors saved the 
life of a child by harvesting a donated 
organ from an accident victim. Do they 
feel joy or sorrow. Or is it just another 
day at work. The child’s life would not 
have been saved if a life was not lost.

Do not condemn the dark. Under-
stand it. Appreciate the contrast.  All 
conditions we could possibly imagine 
whether wanted or repulsed have a 
purpose and are necessary for life as 
we know to continue to unfold. GOD IS 
IN HEAVEN ALL IS RIGHT WITH THE 
WORLD!

The Journey IS the Destination!
As a man thinketh: So shall he be. 

 
JTRodgers512@gmail.com

www.positivelyjohn.wordpress.com
https://positivelypoetry.wordpress.com 

 www.facebook.com/PositivelySpeaking.JR

Know what really  
GRINDS MY GEARS??  
 
How people are so  
attached to their cell 
phones! 

 Seems like every moment through-
out the day I see people walking and 
looking at their phone probably texting 
as well! Unaware of any of their sur-
roundings.  What have we become? 

I was out to dinner the other night 
and this person in the booth behind me 
was speaking so loud without a care in 
the world that they might be disturbing 

someone. Not to sound like Rodney 
Dangerfield but seriously, no respect!! 

I guess it’s a part of the “all about 
me”  way of thinking that seems to be 
the normal thing nowadays. Everyone 
seems to feel they are entitled to do 
whatever they want, whenever they 
want and wherever they are!!! 

Well, it’s quite annoying and dis-
respectful. Use your common sense 
and respect your surroundings.  These 
phones have gotten to the point they 
need to be surgically removed from 
the owner’s hands! Get a life people.. 
put the phone down, go do something 
productive with friends or family instead 
of wasting your life away staring into the 
screen of no return! 

I sometimes wonder if these phones 
were purposely developed just to mess 
with our brains!! 

GRRRRR-Tom  
GEARGRINDER2024@Gmail.com

Check out my Book on 
Amazon: First Things First, 

Law of Attraction Basics

 https://www.amazon.com/
dp/B0GX2XQQSN
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It Is What It Is With Cindy Sevell
May is truly my favorite month! First 

and foremost, it’s my birthday month. I 
am the Queen of birthdays! I absolutely 
LOVE my birthday. I never used to cel-
ebrate for one day...I used to celebrate 
for one MONTH! May is the month that 
is all about me and I love it! I would 
count down the days to the actual day. 
Now, while I still absolutely love my 
birthday, I do notice that time has flown 
by, my face is a bit more wrinkled and 
my bones ache a bit more but I still 
say the alternative isn’t even a thought 
at this time so I’ll continue to age as 
gracefully and as positively as I can!

The month of May is also filled with 
love, sunshine, warmth, hope, gor-
geous colorful flowers, green leaves, 
convertibles, lawnmowers, sundresses 
and rebirth. After all, April showers lead 
to May flowers in every sense of the 
word! May begins with Mother’s Day, 
followed by my birthday one week later. 
I am celebrated two weeks in a row - 
have to love that!! My children know 
that I don’t like to share my birthday 
and yes, I do prefer to be the center 
of attention on my special day (well, 
maybe every day! Lol!!) so when they 
discovered that this year, I am sharing 
my birthday celebrations with a very 
dear friend, they were in shock! Don’t 
they say, sharing is caring?!

Unfortunately, back in 2015, May 
suddenly turned into a bittersweet 
month for me. On May 15, 2015, I was 
diagnosed with that dreaded breast 
cancer. No one ever expects to hear 
those words, “You. Have. Cancer.” I 
was in shock. Horrified. Scared. Devas-
tated. My beautiful month of May was 
forever tarnished. Six days after my 
breast cancer diagnosis, it was my 45th 
birthday, the worst birthday I ever had 
and the reason being, I couldn’t free 
my mind of the devastation and fear I 
was dealing with. Would I even make 
it to my 46th?? Six days after my 45th 
birthday, I had a double mastectomy 
and six days after my double mastec-
tomy, my life completely turned upside 
down. I won’t get into the reasons now, 
but let’s just say it was a horrible time 

of my life and one 
I’m amazed I not 
only survived, but 
thrived.

Those two mo-
ments exist within 
the same month 
and is a reality 
that still feels sur-
real at times. One 
marks a moment of fear and uncertain-
ty. The other marks strength, resilience 
and healing. Together, they tell a story 
I never expected to have nor a story I 
ever wanted, but one forced upon me 
that has shaped me in ways I could 
never have imagined. I remember the 
diagnosis ever so clearly. The stillness. 
The disbelief. The way everything 
seemed to pause, even though the 
world around me kept moving. The 
tears. The fears. The unknowns. It 
was a moment that forced me to face 
something I never thought I would have 
to but what I didn’t know then was 
just how much strength I had within 
me. I didn’t know how deeply I would 
come to appreciate even the smallest 
moments of everyday life and to this 
day, I continue to appreciate. My cup is 
always spilling over.

 
When I took up riding Harleys, which 

was right after my double mastectomy, 
I recall sitting on my bike with a HUGE 
smile on my face every single time, 
screaming in joy as I felt the wind on 
my face and ripping through my hair. 
First of all, riding was a huge accom-
plishment for this girly girl. Can you 
believe that I ride a Harley? I actually 
owned two! I can hardly believe it, 
but I learned how to ride and when 
on that bike, I felt so alive, so free, so 
liberated and so powerful! I also recall 
every single smell as I rode - cut grass, 
fumes from cars, cow manure when 
riding past farms, sweetness of flowers 
blooming and no matter how good or 
how bad the smell, I was constantly 
reminded by those smells that I was 
alive to smell them all and I absolutely 
loved it. I survived and I’m living in the 
moment, loving the moment and appre-

ciating every single 
moment of my life. 

Back to that 
old phrase, “April 
showers bring May 
flowers”. It’s sim-
ple, almost poetic. 
But when you’ve 
lived through your 
own storms, it 
takes on a whole 

new meaning. Those “showers” aren’t 
always gentle. Sometimes they’re 
heavy. Sometimes they’re overwhelm-
ing. Sometimes they feel like they’ll 
never end. But then something shifts. 
Little by little, things begin to change. 
The heaviness lifts. The light returns. 
And before you even realize it, you 
start to feel like yourself again or may-
be even a stronger version of yourself. 
That’s what “May” represents to me. 
Certainly not perfection nor a life free 
of challenges, but the ability to come 
through something difficult and still find 
joy, still find beauty and still find rea-
sons to celebrate. 

I not only survived my April showers 
but my May flowers are in full bloom, 
not just this year but every year since 
2015. My wish for you is that you look 
at the month of May in the same way! 
Your hardships truly help shape the 
person that you are. They are learning 
lessons and help you grow in so many 
ways if you allow them to. Whatever 
you’re going through, whatever season 
you’re in, it won’t last forever. Growth 
takes time. Healing takes time. But 
both are very possible and I’m living 
proof. There is strength in continuing. 
There is courage in showing up, even 
on the hard days. And there is some-
thing incredibly powerful about choos-
ing joy, especially when it hasn’t always 
come easily.

So, this May, I’m choosing to cele-
brate it all. I’m celebrating life. Love. 
Growth. Change. Challenges. Victories. 
Milestones. Successes. Friendships. 
The woman I was and the woman I’ve 
become, who I happen to love, by 
the way! I am very happy with my-

self, imperfections and all. Wait, what 
imperfections? We are ALL perfectly 
imperfect! I am very secure with myself. 
I’ve come a long way in life and I’m 
very proud of every single one of my 
accomplishments, no matter how big 
or how small. I literally hit rock bottom 
during my “April showers” back in 2015, 
but I look at where I am today, nearly 
11 years later and that is always worth 
celebrating. That’s what makes “May” 
so symbolic for me. Those “showers” 
can be relentless and overwhelming 
but oh my goodness - the “May” flowers 
are so worth it!!

May represents joy to me. Not 
perfection nor a life free of challenges 
but rather the ability to come through 
something difficult and still see the 
light, still find the beauty and still find 
reasons to celebrate. Every single day, 
no matter the month, no matter the 
season, no matter where you are or 
who you’re with nor what you’re doing, 
every single day is a reason to cele-
brate! Just know that whatever you’re 
going through, it won’t last forever. 
Growth takes time. Healing takes time. 
But both are very possible.

I love the woman that I was. But I 
love the woman I’ve become so much 
more. Start loving yourself. There’s 
absolutely nothing wrong with it. If 
you can’t love yourself, how could 
you begin to love anyone else? We 
all have our perceived imperfections, 
but that’s what makes us so beauti-
ful. And so unique. Growth. Change. 
Experience. Perspective. I’ve learned 
that getting older isn’t something to shy 
away from—it’s something to embrace. 
Every year brings more clarity, more 
confidence, a few more wrinkles and 
a deeper understanding of what truly 
matters.

Happy May to all of you! Take the 
time to smell your flowers and count 
your blessings. Be grateful, be kind 
and stay smiling!! As always, I welcome 
your thoughts and input. Please feel 
free to email me at cindy@cindysevell.
com. Until next time! 
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Written by your Bro LJ James 
For the second year in a row, the 

Red Barn Riders RC are turning trage-
dy into purpose—bringing their commu-
nity together with a powerful message: 
“Watch for Motorcycles.”

What began as a conversation 
among members has grown into some-
thing far bigger. Nearly two years ago, 
after a series of heartbreaking motorcy-
cle accidents in the area, the club knew 
they couldn’t just stand by. 

Lives were lost in preventable situ-
ations—drivers turning into oncoming 
motorcycles, drifting across lanes, or 
failing to stop. Instead of accepting it, 
the Red Barn Riders RC chose to act.

Out of that determination came an 
idea—one that would not only raise 
awareness but unite the community 
behind a shared responsibility to look 
out for one another.

That idea became their annual Mo-
torcycle Awareness Billboard.

This isn’t just a sign on the side of 
the road—it’s a symbol of a community 
that refuses to ignore the safety of its 
riders. 

Funded entirely by their annual 
Motorcycle Awareness Raffle, the effort 
reflects the generosity and spirit of the 
people around them. This year, with 
only 200 tickets available at $10 each 
for a chance to win a 75-inch smart TV, 
the raffle sold out—proof that the com-
munity stands firmly behind the mission.

The billboard was raised on Sunday, 
May 3rd, marking Motorcycle Aware-
ness Month and the unofficial beginning 
of riding season in the Catskill Moun-
tains.

Positioned on Route 145 in East 
Durham NY, just down the road from 
the Blackthorne Resort—a well-known 
destination for riders—it reaches thou-
sands who travel these scenic roads.

This Blackthorne Resort is also 
home to the annual Catskill Mountain 
Thunder Motorcycle Festival, which 
draws riders from across the country 
each September. With that kind of 
traffic, the message couldn’t be more 
important—or more timely.

The billboard will stand tall through 
the end of September, serving as a con-

stant reminder that awareness saves 
lives.

But what truly makes this effort spe-
cial is the heart behind it. The Red Barn 
Riders RC aren’t just a club of Motor-
cycle Riders —they’re a group deeply 
rooted in their community, committed to 
making a difference, and every glance 
at that billboard represents a life that 
could be saved.

To the community, the club offers 
a heartfelt message: “This is your 
billboard just as much as ours. We 
couldn’t do it without you.”

To learn more about the Red Barn 
Riders RC and the many ways they 
give back throughout the year, visit their 
website at RedBarnRiders.org.

2nd Annual Red Barn Riders RC Motorcycle Awareness Billboard

People in the News
THIRTY - The VIETNAM WAR Trib-

ute honoring the 30 men from Water-
bury who sacrificed their lives in that 
war was erected on the GREEN today 
by these dedicated volunteers. L-R - 
Tony Fiore, Bob Dorr, Richard Speck, 
Rich Mikush, Tom Porto, Frank Porto, 

and Frank Porto Jr. Made of 14 foot 
lengths of mild steel tubing, it was orig-
inally built by Leo Tomaiolo, and rebuilt 
by Frank Porto. It will on display for the 
next 30 days thru the MEMORIAL DAY 
Remembrance Day.
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2026 Iron Adventure H.O.G.® Regional Rally

New England is ones of the great 
motorcycle riding areas in the country. 
The Harley Owners Group® also known 
as H.O.G.® recognizes this and has a 
popular annual rally that rotates through 
various New England states. This year 
the Iron Adventure H.O.G.® Regional 
Rally is July 16-18, 2026 at the Okemo 
Mountain Resort in Ludlow, Vermont. 
The Jackson Gore Inn at 111 Jackson 
Gore Inn Rd., Ludlow, Vermont is the 
official host property.

Join fellow H.O.G.® members shar-
ing in the camaraderie of riding  and  
owning a Harley-Davidson®    motorcy-
cle, telling stories and having fun with 
bikers who understand the passion. 
The rally is open to H.O.G.® members 
and their guests. H.O.G.® membership 
provides access to a world of exclusive 
benefits to help you get the most out 
of your ownership experience. To learn 
more about membership and benefits 
go HOG.com Check your local Har-
ley-Davidson® dealer to learn more 
about the fun, camaraderie and excite-
ment you could be having by joining a 
H.O.G.® chapter. 

Pre-Registration for the Iron Adven-
ture H.O.G.® Regional Rally is open 
at members.harley-davidson.com/s/
hdmn-rallies and offers two types of 

packages.
The $40 orange package includes 

an opening ceremony, unforgettable 
experiences, great rides, wristband, pin, 
patch and Rally T-shirt. The $30 black 
package includes a rally pin and patch 
as well as access to all Rally activities. 
On-site registration will be available. 
T-shirts will only be available for pur-
chase while supplies last. Spend three 
glorious days and nights dedicated to 
riding and having fun.

Vermont, along with surrounding 
states, offers much to riders who find 
their way to its scenic beauty. Steeped 
in New England charm, the beautiful 
country side, rolling hills and mountain 
vistas  are  easily  accessible  by  a  
motorcycle. Experience all there is in 
this New England setting, with a host 
of guided and self-guided rides, activ-
ities and evening entertainment. The 
New England appeal begins with its 
landscape and resonates a connec-
tion to the earth. History in this region 
echoes even at relatively insignificant 
landmarks. Vermont’s curvy roads and 
secret treasures take time to unlock. 
Begin your exploration of this multifac-
eted state with a scenic ride, and you’ll 
soon agree Vermont offers a wonder-
ful motorcycling experience. H.O.G.® 

members attending are sure to make 
lasting memories enjoying rides with 
new and old friends. Too many scenic 
rides to list here, H.O.G.® members will 
have to attend the 2026 Iron Adventure 
H.O.G.® Regional Rally to discover 
hidden treasures, and countryside loop 
rides sure to be offered during this 
event.

After a great day of riding, you will 
head back to the Jackson Gore Inn 
at Okemo Mountain Resort to enjoy 
activities such as biker bingo, fireworks, 
evening entertainment or hanging out at 
the fire pit with friends new and old.

Lodging information, schedule of 
events, rides and updates will post on 
Facebook on a regular basis.

Check out our Facebook page at: 
facebook.com/theironadventurerun
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By Gerald Augustine - Chaplain DAV Chapter #7 
Vice President Greater Middletown Military Museum

 

 

The year 2026 marks the 250th anniversary  of the found-
ing of our nation. In Middletown, we are fortunate to have the 
State of Connecticut Veteran Cemetery. Those Connecticut 
veterans who dedicated their life to our nations cause’s are 
honored there as their final resting place.

This year, Memorial Day falls on May 25. Each year on the 
Saturday before Memorial Day, volunteers show up at 9 a.m. 
to place upward of 13,000 flags at the graves. On the following 
Saturday we wish volunteers would again show up to return 
the flags to storage.

 If you have the time, please show up and lend a  
hand for this honor to show support to our fallen heroes.
 And on Memorial Day there is special ceremony there at 
2 p.m. honoring our service men and women who have 

unselfishly given of themselves to preserve our freedoms, 
our safety, and our country’s heritage.  

We bless them for the hardships they faced, for the  
sacrifices they made and for their many different  

contributions to America’s victories over tyranny and  
oppression. 

 
Volunteering for placing of the flags is Saturday May 23 at 9 a.m. 

at State Veterans Cemetery on Bow Lane in Middletown.
Volunteering for flag retrieval  is on Saturday May 30 at 9 a.m.

Veteran’s Garage
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My daughter got detention for de-
fending her late Marine father — but 
when FOUR MEN IN UNIFORM walked 
into the school the next day, the entire 
building went silent.

“Mrs. Harrison, you have to under-
stand: Grace’s behavior was completely 
UNACCEPTABLE. We respect your 
husband’s service to this country, but...” 
her teacher said.

My 14-year-old daughter sat beside 
me, her eyes glassy.

The day before, one of her class-
mates had made a joke about Grace 
not having a father.

He was a Marine. Grace was only 
three when we lost him.

So when that girl laughed and said, 
“Maybe your dad just didn’t want to 
come back,” something inside Grace 
snapped.

She shot to her feet so fast that her 
chair slammed to the floor.

Through tears, she shouted,
“My dad was a HERO. Don’t you 

ever talk about him like that again!”
She was the one who got detention.
She barely said a word the whole 

way home. That night, I found her 
sitting on the floor in my husband’s old 
sweatshirt.

“I’m sorry I got in trouble,” she whis-
pered. “I just couldn’t let her say that 
about him.”

My heart cracked wide open.
The next morning, the school called 

an emergency assembly.
I assumed it had something to do 

with Spirit Week. A few minutes after 
the first bell, Grace texted me from the 
auditorium.

Then my phone rang.
“Mom...” she whispered, her voice 

shaky. “You need to come.”
I stood up so fast I knocked over my 

coffee.
“What happened? Grace, are you 

okay?”

There was a long silence on the 
other end.

“Mom... four men in uniform just 
walked into the school.”

“Hide right now. What’s happening? 
I’m calling the police!”

But Grace laughed.
“No, Mom, they’re not doing anything 

bad. You have no idea WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED! Just get here, please!” 
she said, before the line went dead.

I didn’t bother grabbing my purse. 
I threw my keys into the ignition, my 
heart hammering against my ribs, and 
sped to the high school. When I burst 
through the double doors of the audito-
rium, I stopped dead in my tracks.

The room, packed with over eight 
hundred teenagers, was completely, 
eerily silent.

Down the center aisle stood four 
imposing figures in impeccable Marine 
Corps Dress Blues. The brass buttons 
caught the overhead lights, and their 
crisp white covers were tucked sharply 
under their arms. I recognized the man 
at the front immediately. It was Staff 
Sergeant Miller—my late husband’s 
closest friend and squad leader. I had 
called him in tears the night before, 
just needing someone who understood 
the weight of the disrespect Grace 
had faced. I hadn’t expected him to do 
*this*.

The principal, Mr. Davis, stood awk-
wardly at the podium, looking complete-
ly out of his depth.

Staff Sergeant Miller didn’t wait for 
permission to speak. He stepped up to 
the front, taking the microphone from 
the stand, and his booming, authorita-
tive voice echoed through the massive 
room.

“We apologize for the interruption, 
Principal Davis,” Miller said, though his 
tone suggested he wasn’t sorry at all. 
“But we received word that a young 
lady in this school was being disciplined 

for defending the honor of a fallen Unit-
ed States Marine.”

A collective gasp rippled through the 
student body. The teacher who had giv-
en Grace detention slunk back into her 
seat in the front row, her face turning 
crimson.

Miller’s heavy gaze swept across the 
bleachers. “Where is Grace Harrison?”

Grace stood up slowly from the 
middle row, still wearing her dad’s over-
sized sweatshirt.

“Come down here, Grace,” Miller 
commanded gently.

As she walked down the bleacher 
steps, the three other Marines broke 
formation and fell perfectly into step be-
hind her, creating an impromptu honor 
guard. They escorted her to the center 
of the floor.

Miller turned to face the silent crowd. 
“Captain Mark Harrison didn’t just ‘not 
want to come back.’ He gave his life 
pulling three wounded men out of a 
burning transport vehicle in the middle 
of a firefight. I know, because I was one 
of those men. None of us standing here 
today would be breathing if it weren’t for 
Grace’s father.”

The silence in the room was abso-
lute. You could have heard a pin drop. A 
few rows up, the girl who had made the 
cruel joke the day before was staring at 
her shoes, visibly crying.

Miller turned back to Grace and 
dropped to one knee, bringing himself 
to eye level with her. He pulled a small, 
velvet box from his pocket and opened 
it, revealing a gleaming Challenge Coin 
from their old unit.

“Grace,” he said, his voice thick 
with emotion but loud enough for the 
microphone to carry. “Your father was 
the bravest man I ever knew. You stood 
your ground yesterday, just like he 
would have. You protected his honor, 
and now, his squad is here to protect 
yours. We have your back. Always.”

He pressed the heavy metal coin 
into her palm, stood up, and then all 
four Marines snapped a crisp, perfectly 
unified salute to my fourteen-year-old 
daughter.

Tears streamed down Grace’s 
face, but they weren’t tears of anger 
or shame anymore. She stood tall, 
squared her shoulders, and returned a 
clumsy but beautiful salute of her own.

Suddenly, from the back row of the 
bleachers, a single student stood up 
and started clapping. Then another. 
Within seconds, the entire auditorium 
erupted into a deafening standing ova-
tion. Even Mr. Davis and the teachers 
were on their feet.

I hurried down the aisle, wiping away 
my own tears, and wrapped Grace in 
a massive hug. Staff Sergeant Miller 
tipped his head to me, a fierce, protec-
tive glint in his eye.

Before we could leave the building, 
Principal Davis rushed over to us in the 
hallway. He looked thoroughly chas-
tised.

“Mrs. Harrison, Grace,” he stam-
mered, wringing his hands. “I... I want 
to formally apologize. The detention has 
been completely wiped from her record. 
We will be handling the bullying incident 
with the other student appropriately, 
and frankly, I think our staff needs a 
heavy refresher on empathy.”

Grace squeezed the coin in her 
hand, looking up at the four men in 
uniform who had dropped everything 
to stand by her side. She didn’t need 
to say a word. The message had been 
delivered loud and clear.

Captain Mark Harrison had left a 
legacy of courage behind, and that day, 
an entire school learned exactly what it 
meant to be a hero’s daughter.

.
Source: Stories point Credit: Marine 

Mike Estep

Marine Corps Daughter “A Tribute to Her Dad”
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We are a sportsman’s club that 
offers hunting, fishing and shooting 
sports activities. Currently we are 
welcoming new member applicants. 
TF&G currently owns over 500 
acres of continuous land inhabited 
by deer, turkey and a variety of up-
land game. In addition to our natu-
ral resources we stock pheasant on 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings 

and an additional stocking Saturday 
afternoons. TF&G holds a Private 
Preserve status with the state of 
Connecticut enabling us to offer 
an extending season for pheasant 
hunting. We also have stockings 
of trout in our pond throughout 
the spring and early summer. We 
maintain a dedicated area for dog 
training year round. Come shoot 
skeet on Wednesday nights and 
Sunday mornings. You can test your 
skills and win your Thanksgiving 
turkey at our turkey shoots Sunday 
mornings in October and November. 
Available to the general public is 
our grounds complete with pavilion 
and full working kitchen for rental. 
Perfect for clambakes, Jack & Jills, 
family reunions etcetera. Join us for 
our kids fishing derby this Memo-
rial Day weekend check website 
for exact date and time. Visit us at 
www.torringtonfishandgame.com, 
or call / text Matt (860) 480-2807, 
email Mlaukaitis@litchfieldarc.org 
for more information.

The Torrington Fish & Game 
Association, Inc. Is Celebrating Our 
101st Year Of Organization In 2026  Don Clady & Sons and friends help families and collectors move along estates, 

collections, and longtime belongings during moves, downsizing, estate transitions, or 
situations where collections have been inherited and families are unsure what to do 
with them.

We are proud and honored to say we have worked with thousands of friends and 
families over the years. Many people have trusted us with their collectibles, knowing 
they will be handled with care. We take pride in helping turn friends’ collectibles, appar-
el, and memorabilia into cash while applying a portion of those funds toward many of 
our community causes, including support for veterans and animal rescue efforts.

With over 45 years of award winning involvement in the car, motorcycle, and col-
lectible hobby, we have built many connections that help ensure the transfer of items is 
handled fairly and honestly.

Many people end up with antiques, memorabilia, and longtime collections that no 
one in the family wants to keep. Others know someone trying to clear out a home, set-
tle an estate, or move along items that have been sitting unused for years and deserve 
to go to people who will appreciate them instead of being mixed into large cleanouts or 
thrown away.

If you have a meaningful collection or items you would like to see go to someone 
who will truly appreciate them, we work to find the right home, whether that ends up be-
ing a buyer or an appropriate donation. With a long track record in the community, the 
goal is to make the process easier for families who do not want to deal with selling or 
sorting everything themselves while keeping worthwhile items in circulation. We are a 
veteran owned company and many of the people we work with are veterans. A portion 
of profits also supports veteran related charities.

Owner: Don Clady
United States Marine Corps Veteran
Owner of Connecticut Cruise News
Please contact us at E-Mail- DCCJ14@aol.com 
Phone-860-354-5110

Estate Sales, Collections & 
Memorabilia Assistance
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Business Spotlight
Powerhouse: Veteran Attorney Sam Radner Joins Jeffrey Glassman Injury Lawyers

A well-known figure in the New En-
gland and New York motorcycling com-
munity is making a professional move that 
riders throughout the region will certainly 
notice. Attorney Sam Radner, a 32-year 
veteran of personal injury law and a fierce 
advocate for the riding community, has 
officially joined Jeffrey Glassman Injury 
Lawyers.

For the readers of Connecticut Cruise 
News, Radner’s name is likely a familiar 
one. Whether at local rallies, charity rides, 
or community events, Radner has spent 
decades on the ground, connecting with 
riders not just as an attorney, but as a 
peer. He doesn’t just talk the talk; he’s 
been a motorcyclist for most of his adult 
life, bringing a firsthand understanding of 

the road to every case he handles.
A Legacy of Results

The numbers behind Radner’s ca-
reer speak for themselves. Licensed in 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, 
and Vermont, Radner has recovered over 
$120 million in compensation for his cli-
ents. His experience ranges from navigat-
ing complex insurance hurdles to securing 
seven-figure results in catastrophic injury 
cases. As a tenacious trial attorney, he is 
known for his willingness to go the dis-
tance—taking cases to verdict when the 
opposition refuses to do what is right.

“Helping my clients tell their story—
their journey of recovery and the lifelong 
impacts of these injuries—only happens 
by building a relationship and connecting 
with them as people,” Radner said. “When 
you’ve ridden, you understand what’s at 
stake. You understand the freedom, the 
focus it takes, and the devastating reality 
when something goes wrong.”

Three Decades of Winning
This partnership is a natural fit. Jeffrey 

Glassman founded his firm over 30 years 
ago on the principle that accident victims 
deserve to be heard and fully represent-
ed. Having ridden motorcycles himself, 
Glassman shares that same bond with 
the road and understands the unique 
challenges riders face. For three decades, 
the firm has been winning for its clients, 
building a reputation for excellence across 
the Northeast. “Sam brings something 
you can’t teach,” said Jeffrey Glassman. 
“He knows these roads, he knows this 
community, and he has spent decades 

proving his dedication. At Jeffrey Glass-
man Injury Lawyers, we’ve been winning 
for 30 years, and Sam’s expertise only 
strengthens our commitment to injury 
victims in Connecticut and beyond.”

Deep Roots in the Community
The firm’s dedication to the motorcy-

cling world goes far beyond the court-
room. Jeffrey Glassman Injury Lawyers 
is a staple at community events, priori-
tizing rider safety and support. The firm 
has a long history of giving back, having 
sponsored motorcycle safety classes and 
numerous charity rides throughout the 
region.

Most notably, the firm is honored to 
be a proud sponsor for the upcoming 
Wounded Vet Run this May where they 
give out free gas to all the motorcycle par-
ticipants.. It’s more than just a sponsor-
ship; it’s a way to give back to those who 
have served and to celebrate the bond 
shared by everyone on two wheels.

Contact the Team
As the firm continues to expand its 

reach across Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, New York, and Rhode Island, the 
team remains dedicated to ensuring 
riders receive the specialized represen-
tation they need. If you or a loved one 
has been involved in an accident, put 
30 years of winning experience in your 
corner.

Jeffrey Glassman Injury Lawyers
Phone: 413-333-3333
Web: GOTTAGETGLASSMAN.COM
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By Dan and Kim Varano

The local car show community 
has lost a very special and respected 
person.  For those of us who knew AJ, 
we have all suffered a tremendous loss.  
We were approached by Don Clady 
to write a tribute of his life to be pub-
lished in the Connecticut Cruise News 
and were happy to have the honor of 
doing so. The fact that AJ was such a 
liked and respected member of the car 
show community it was important for 
us to share not only our feelings about 
our treasured friend but also those that 
knew him and respected him as well. 
We felt that the best way to do this is 
to go right to the source and ask his 
friends to write something about their 
relationships with him. We reached 
out to so many of his friends with great 
response and the answers that we got 
back didn’t disappoint. After reading all 
of these tributes you will see that there 
are several common denominators of 
what his friends thought of him.  His 
love of Oldsmobiles, his kindness, in-
tegrity, honesty and his sense of humor.  
He was always willing to lend a helping 
hand and never in the 10 years that 
we knew him did he ever say anything 
mean about anybody.  He didn’t judge 
people; he just accepted them as they 
are and moved on.  He had a kind soul 
and a love of hotdogs. He was a big 
guy with a big personality.   We are 
honored to have known him and called 
him a friend and our lives will be forever 
changed without him in it.  Rest in 
Peace AJ…we’ll see you again on the 
other side.

Joe Gervase:
In Memory of Arlen “AJ” Leonard:  A 

Life Fueled by Friendship and Oldsmo-
biles

The car world recently lost a cher-
ished friend and fellow enthusiast:  Ar-
len “AJ” Leonard.  For those who knew 
him, AJ was more than a classic car 
aficionado-he was a connector, mentor 
and friend who made every weekend at 
a show feel like a family reunion.

Over the past five years, I had the 
privilege of sharing countless hours with 
AJ through the American Italian Civic 
Club, the Prospect Car Club and count-
less car shows.  A devoted Oldsmobile 
fan, AJ introduced me and many others 
to the tight knit community of car lovers 
he so passionately embraced.  Every 
event with AJ was more than a show: 
it was a gathering of friends, laugh-
ter, and shared stories of chrome and 
horsepower.

AJ had a genuine spirit.  He never 
spoke ill of anyone, always lent a help-
ing hand, and was a constant presence 
at breakfasts, rides, and casual hang-
outs.  His Dunkin’ coffee and cigarette 
were almost as iconic as his cars, a 
small trademark of a man larger than 
life in his quiet way.

He left a profound mark on everyone 
he met.  His warmth, enthusiasm, and 
loyalty to friends and the car community 
are remembered fondly, and his legacy 
will continue every time an Oldsmobile 
hits the road or a club gathers to share 
a love for classic cars.

Aj may no longer walk among us, but 
his presence will always be felt through 
the engines he admired, the friendships 
he nurtured and the memories he creat-
ed.  Rest in peace, my friend.  The next 
cruise in Oldsmobile Heaven is ready 
and waiting.

Bradley Rotatori:
Aj was a good friend, not only mine 

but my grandfather’s as well.  We spent 
countless time at car shows together.  
He always took care of Grandpa when 
I wasn’t around.  The man didn’t have 
a bad bone in his body and I’m sad that 
he is gone, but there is no doubt in my 
mind that they are both up there cruis-
ing together.

John D. Racow:
AJ to me was more than a friend.  

He was a mentor.  I became very close 
with him in 2021.  He taught me a few 
things.  First, integrity was the most 
important thing to him.  Secondly, I 
learned from him that actions define 
who people are.  These two things will 
be instilled forever within me.  I don’t 
have a lot of “true” friends and AJ was 
one of them.  I will truly miss him.

Dan Archambault, President Pros-

pect Car Owners Association:
It is with a heavy heart that we lost 

one of our most respected members, AJ 
Leonard.  At age 67 he has left us way 
too soon.  AJ was an active member of 
our club, very friendly and would never 
say no to anyone.  He was involved in 
many car shows, car cruises and get-
ting every one together to attend weekly 
car shows. AJ, my friend, car brother, 
club member…may you rest in peace.

JoAnn and Doug York:
We were friends with AJ even before 

we started to DJ for him at the Ameri-
can Italian Civic Club.  You couldn’t ask 
for a nicer person with a bigger heart.

Lori Foligno
AJ would give you the shirt off of his 

back if you needed it.  Such a Great 
Guy!

Pete Zezima:
I met AJ many years ago when he 

first got his 442. Over the years we 
became very close friends.  He was the 
most genuine, honest person you could 
ever know and never had a bad word to 
say about anyone.  He will be missed 
by many!

Mike St. John:
I have known AJ for 5 years.  In that 

time getting to know him, going to a 
lot of shows, working together on the 
American Italian Civic Club Car Show 
through sponsorship and participating 
and also being a team member of the 
Southington Drive In Car Cruise.  I 
came to really like him, respect him 
and looked up to him as someone who 
loved his car, was a good friend and 
easy to be around.  He will be greatly 
missed by me and many others.

Joe Bandiera:
One of the best memories I have 

might not want to be printed in the way 
he would say it.  We had a great way of 
banter.  He could shake his head with 
a huge smile on his face and call me 
a !@#$%^&  *ss &ole in one breath.  
Not meaning it but his chuckle would 
always be there so you knew he wasn’t 
serious.

Guy Milo:
AJ was a great guy to know and to 

be friends with.  He was always a big 
help at the Southington Drive In Car 
Cruise.  Just a good guy to be around 
and have fun with.  He will be missed.

John Cyr:
My funniest moment with AJ was 

looking in my rear-view mirror coming 
home from a show and seeing AJ’s 
head above the windshield and his hair 
flowing with the wind.

Brian Esposito:
My circle of friends decreased by 

one…Arlen Leonard passed away 
today.  This will leave a huge hole in the 
car show community.  AJ was a good 
man, ALWAYS smiling…He was a big 
part of the Southington Drive In Tues-
day night car cruise.  A genuinely nice 
guy.  I am glad he let me be a part of 
this car shows at the American Italian 
Civic Club in Waterbury.  They were al-
ways a blast!  My deepest condolences 
to his family and all of his friends.  AJ, 
you will be deeply missed.

Harry Coon:
Rest in Peace AJ!  We will remember 

you at every car show we attend.  I will 
see you again someday at the big Car 
Show in Heaven.

The Waterbury Republican Town 
Committee:

The Waterbury Republican Town 
Committee lost a member and a dear 
friend.  AJ brought goodwill, positive 
energy and many ideas to strengthen 
our mission for the group and for our 
community.  His smile was always 
present and never a word said.  He will 
be sorely missed for sure.  Journey on.  
Rest in Peace Arlen

Melissa Smith, Seymour Lions Club:
In Loving Memory of AJ Leonard
AJ was more than just one of our 

cruisers-he was a friend.
On Sunday mornings he would stop 

by to visit and what began as conver-
sations about flyers, ad books and the 
cruise and car community soon grew 
into something much more.  We shared 
stories, laughter and moments about 
our friends, our families, and our lives.

Those simple Sunday morning talks 
became something truly meaningful and 
they will be deeply missed.

AJ’s presence, kindness and friend-
ship will always be remembered.  He 
will be greatly missed
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A Memorial Tribute to a Great Car Guy Arlen “AJ” Leonard 5/16/58 to 4/24/26
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In Memory of Longtime Friend, Hometown Legend and Car Enthusiast Pete B. Stone

New Milford native Peter B. Stone 
recently passed away peacefully at his 
beloved barn on April 9, 2026. Born 
on July 17, 1942 he was the son of 
the late Benjamin and Eleanor Stone. 
He grew up within the New Milford 
School system and was a member of 
the New Milford High School Class of 
1962. Upon graduation Pete proudly 
served in The United Sates Army and 
subsequently returned home where 
he worked briefly for Kimberly Clark 
Corp. Pete ultimately built a successful 
30 plus year career with Xerox Corp, 
but was best known for his nearly 60 
years of providing custom boat covers 
for local marinas and individuals alike. 
With a lifelong passion for 1956 Fords, 
he traveled the USA collecting obsolete 

Ford parts and became a respected 
authority on them, but is best known 
for cruising around in his beloved 1956 
Ford Sunliner affectionally known to all 
as “The Bumblebee”.

With an unparalleled work ethic and 
skill set Petey was a man of perpetual 
motion diving into whatever project 
came his way and then upon their 
successful completion would somehow 
invent new ones to keep himself busy. 
Never one to turn down someone’s 
request for help he was the ultimate 
friend. Petey worked hard and played 
hard with an incredible sense of humor 
while forever living up to his high school 
yearbook motto “Always Leave Them 
Laughing”! He will be incredibly missed 
by the legions of friends and customers 
where the door was always open wel-
coming them into his beloved barn.

Peter leaves behind two sons, Peter 
and Randy Stone with wife Leigh of 
New Milford, CT; wife, Ann Stone of 
New Milford, CT; a sister, Lucille Cronin 
of Brookfield, CT; a brother, Duane 
Stone of New Milford, CT; along with 4 
granddaughters, Sara, Madeline, Kiwi, 
and Elliana Stone and several nieces 
and nephews. He was predeceased by 
a brother, Robert Stone.

There are no services or calling 
hours. A Celebration of life will be deter-
mined at a later date.

Donations may be made to The Low-
er Merryall Cemetery Association, C/O 
Duane Stone, 19 Chapel Hill Rd., New 
Milford, CT 06776
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Hi Folks, this is Bob Siracusano. Sad-
ly, I have just heard of the cancellation 
of the Locust Grove Car Show in Pough-
keepsie. I would like to extend my open 
arms and invite all of you to cross the 
river and come to Saugerties on July 12 
and put your beautiful rides in our little 
show. We would welcome you all. We 
are hoping you will all consider coming.

Hello From Rockin' Richard - The Ronettes – History & Members

The Ronettes were one of the most 
influential girl groups of the early 1960s, 
known for their dramatic “beehive” look and 
the lush “Wall of Sound” production style 
created by producer Phil Spector. Formed 
in New York City in the late 1950s, the trio 
originally performed as “The Darling Sis-
ters” before becoming the Ronettes. 

They achieved major success after 
signing with Spector’s Philles label in 1963. 
Their breakthrough hit “Be My Baby”be-
came one of the most iconic songs in pop 
history, followed by other hits like “Baby, I 
Love You,” “Walking in the Rain,” and “(The 
Best Part of) Breakin’ Up.” 

Though their chart run was relatively 
brief (1963–1966), their influence was 
enormous. They toured with The Beatle-
sand inspired artists from Brian Wilson to 
Amy Winehouse. The group disbanded in 
1967 but was later inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in 2007. 

The group performed at a record hop 
in Danbury CT in the summer of 1961 
at the time they were known as Ronnie 
and the Relatives.  It was at the Candle-
wood Arena (an ice skating rink).  They 
performed with a local band called the 

Hoppers.
The Members

Ronnie Spector (1943–2022)
The lead singer and unmistakable 

voice of the Ronettes, Ronnie (born 
Veronica Bennett) gave the group its 
identity. Her emotional, slightly edgy 
vocal style made songs like “Be My 
Baby” unforgettable. After marrying Phil 
Spector in 1968, her career stalled, but 
she later escaped the relationship and 
returned to music with solo work and 
revivals of the Ronettes name. She died 
in 2022 at age 78 after cancer. 

Estelle Bennett (1941–2009)
Ronnie’s older sister, Estelle, con-

tributed harmonies and helped shape 
the group’s visual style—especially 
their signature glamorous look. After 
the group ended, she struggled with 
personal issues and lived largely out of 
the spotlight. She died of colon cancer 
in 2009 at age 67. 

Nedra Talley (1946–2026)
The youngest member and cousin of 

Ronnie and Estelle, Nedra provided back-
ing vocals and balance to the trio. She 
left the music business in 1967 following 
a spiritual awakening and later worked in 
real estate and recorded Christian music. 

The Last Living Member
Nedra Talley was the final surviving 

original Ronette. She passed away in 
April 2026 at age 80, marking the end 
of the group’s living legacy. She died 

peacefully at home with family. 
Her death followed those of Estelle 

Bennett (2009) and Ronnie Spector 
(2022), meaning all three original mem-
bers are now gone.

Discography 
(Key Recordings)

Although they recorded only one stu-
dio album, the Ronettes released many 
influential singles:

 Studio Album
Presenting the Fabulous Ronettes 

Featuring Veronica (1964)
Major Singles (Philles Records era)

•	 “Be My Baby” (1963)
•	 “Baby, I Love You” (1963)
•	 “(The Best Part of) Breakin’ Up” (1964)
•	 “Do I Love You?” (1964)
•	 “Walking in the Rain” (1964)
•	 “Born to Be Together” (1965)
•	 “Is This What I Get for Loving 

You?” (1965)
•	 “I Can Hear Music” (1966)

 
Other Notable Releases

•	 “Sleigh Ride”  
(1963, later a perennial holiday hit)

Various non-charting singles and 
later compilations

In total, they recorded roughly 25–30 
songs during their peak years, with nine 
reaching the Billboard Hot 100. 

Legacy
The Ronettes combined attitude, fash-
ion, and sound in a way that defined 

the girl-group era. Their music still reso-
nates today, and “Be My Baby” remains 
one of the most celebrated recordings 
in rock and pop history. Their influence 
continues to echo through generations 

of artists and listeners alike.

Longley’s Friday night cruise 
starting up!  I’ll be the DJ spinning 
your favorites from 4pm to 8pm at 
249 W Main Street, Branford, CT

Listen to the Rockin’ Richard 
oldies radio show Tuesdays from 
7pm to 9pm.  Tune in at 88.7 fm or 

on the internet www.wnhu.org

Sawyers Motors Welcomes Locust Grove Participants 
Photos by Keith Hudak
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IF A PICTURE TELLS A THOU-
SAND WORDS, THEN A YOU-

TUBE VIDEO TELLS A 
THOUSAND PICTURES. 

At Most car shows there will be lots 
of picture taking but there are some 
people who have brought it to another 
level. Weirdos Freaks Wackos And 
Creeps Anti-Social Car Club is very for-
tunate to have two of them in our club.

Mark Cierpich hosts the YouTube 
channel “Lets Go Car Cruising” started 
3 years ago and Don Soule hosts the 
“Fins And Fenders” channel. 

Mark founded Cruisin at the Mansion 
(Hebert Candy Mansion) in the late 
90’s. He is a car guy and always has 
been. He was wearing out hot rod mag-
azines before he could read.Now he 
covers all kinds of events (mostly New 
England but even as far away as Myrtle 
Beach, Florida and Sema :see pic of 
Mark with Dave Kindig). Every show is 
his favorite until the next one. He Has 
a ’60 Corvette, a 64 Dart Convertible 
that he has owned since High School 
and a 93 Corvette and More Cars on 
the way. He has been able to monetize 
his channel but his biggest reward is 
the reactions to his coverage and the 

uncovering of the stories and personal 
histories of each car owner he inter-
views. As he likes to say “Because the 
stories are WHERE IT’S AT”

CHECK IT OUT at https://www.you-
tube.com/@Letsgocarcruising

Don Soule with the channel “FINS 
AND FENDERS” is a fixture on the New 
England Car scene having owned two 
auto accessory stores handling whole-
sale and retail  operations that serviced 
32 dealerships and did installations of 
Stereos, Sunroofs,remote starters  etc 
etc. If you could bolt it on, he sold it. 
After a brief stint at LKQ he became 
the leading Amsoil rep in the region. He 
has owned Camaros and Barracudas 
and drives a rare ’63 Mercury Marauder 
S-55  390 performance coupe and a 
Mustang convertible.

“Fins and Fenders” has a unique 
video slide show format. It is not mon-
etized and Don says he does it for his 
love of Cars and Car People. And Car 
people love him right back. The music 
he selects to accompany the presenta-
tions is the icing on the cake.

Check it out  https://www.youtube.
com/@donaldsoule742  

These great guys have very different 
approaches and styles which I find 
equally valid  for staying in touch 

and keeping a thumb on the pulse of 
the current car scene.

 CHECK THEM BOTH OUT

https://www.youtube.com/@Lets-
gocarcruising

https://www.youtube.com/@don-
aldsoule742

 AND ENJOY THE SHOW

Both of their reviews of our latest  
car show can be seen here:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KLNZUiirc7Y&t=26s

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mwmj_IxjIyc
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Hudson River Antique Riders at Lakeland Deli Shrub Oak  
Photos by Beth Dee
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Connecticut Cruise News Hometown Mayor Pete Bass

Congratulations to the amazing NMHS softball teams 18-0 win over Joe Barlow
The Ladies are now 10-0!  

Outstanding! GO GREENWAVE! 

Thank you to the Daughters of the American Revolution, Roger Sherman Regent Heidi 
Norcross, the entire DAR, the New Milford celebrates 250 committee, and the Sons of 
the American Revolution for today’s Patriots’ Day celebration! Included honoring Roger 
Sherman’s Birthday and the dedication of the Revolutionary War Patriots Plaque on the 
Town Hall, which was generously donated by the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion! Thank you to our NMPD Honor Guard, Members from the Northville Fire Dept, 

Newtown Poet Laureate Lauren Clifford, Historian John Cilio, members of the Sons of 
the American Revolution, Town Council Vice Chairwoman Katy Francis, and all who 
were in attendance for today’s ceremony! Thank you to Dave Martin and our facilities 

team for securing the Plaque on the Town Hall Building! Outstanding!

A Big Thank you to Cub Scout Pack #467 and Troop #58 for “Scouting for 
Clean Waterways,” which included Carlson’s Grove! Outstanding!

Congratulations to our New Milford Regional Recycling Billboard Contest 
winners! Paoli Mitra, Jose Coreas Duarte, Bernardo Damiani, Lilah Reguin 

and Laila Aquino. Outstanding! Let’s congratulate the winners! 

Thank you to Capterra the company that has Whip Around which is a fleet mainte-
nance asset inspection system that helps with repairs, inspections, vehicle/equipment 

health which helps us prevent issues before they escalate into more costly repairs. The 
system also helps us stay compliant with requirements on our vehicles and equipment!   

Being proactive helps in keeping maintenance costs down saving tax payers money 
and providing safer vehicles for our Town Employees! This is the second year in a row 

that Whip Around has awarded us with the excellence award!
Congratulations to our Public Works garage Micky and the team, DPW crews, town 
employees, Public Works Director Jack Healy and Highway Foreman Mike Boucher 

and Chris Jurgens.
Thank you to Whip Around employees Ginger Leppert and Taylor Hay for presenting us 

with this award!

New Milford Proud and Strong! 
From the Desk of New Milford Mayor Pete Bass
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Connecticut Cruise News Hometown Mayor Pete Bass

Give Local a 36 - hour online give a thon hosted by the Connecticut Community Foundation 
that allows your donation to have the opportunity to have a “bonus” “prize” donations to 

your favorite participating Non Profit! Think about participating next year.  Please consider 
donating to your favorite New Milford Non Profit during this time. Our New Milford Non  

Profits do so much for our community!

Congratulations to the NMHS Varsity Softball teams win over Brookfield 6-5! Out-
standing work Ladies!

Let’s congratulate the team on the win! GO GREENWAVE!  

Author: Carole Voisey, Executive Director 

There’s something I’m always reminded of after our events: the most 
meaningful connections in our business community rarely start the way we 
think they will.

They don’t begin with a perfect pitch or a rehearsed introduction. More of-
ten, it’s sitting beside someone at a networking breakfast or being paired with 
a stranger for a happy-hour conversation starter. An interaction that doesn’t 
feel like a sales moment at all.

Networking can feel transactional. Like everyone in the room wants some-
thing from you. But when the environment is designed for genuine interaction 
instead, something shifts. The partnerships, the referrals, the introductions 
that actually go somewhere, they happen naturally. Built on trust, familiarity, 
and the simple act of showing up.

That’s always been the role of a Chamber of Commerce at its best. Not 
just to host events, but to create spaces where people don’t have to force it, 
and where community forms naturally.

And that’s exactly what we celebrate at our Annual Stars Along the Hudson 
Gala on May 17th at The Briarcliff Manor.

It’s a night that honors a select few standout members, but honestly, it’s 
about so much more than the awards. It’s a chance to celebrate the diversity 
of industries and the resilience that defines this community. To tell the stories 
of the people shaping this region. To reflect on what we’ve built together.

The Gala is that intention at its fullest. When we slow down to celebrate 
each other, to recognize not just what people do but who they are, we 
strengthen the foundation on which everything else is built.

So if you’ve been looking for a reason to show up, this is it. Join us at The 
Briarcliff Manor. Attend, sponsor, or just be in the room. Your presence is part 
of what makes the evening what it is.

Not just an event. A reflection of a community that keeps choosing to 
invest in each other.

For tickets, sponsorships, and to learn more about our chamber commu-
nity, please visit hvgatewaychamber.com. To stay up to date on upcoming 
events, you can follow us on Instagram and Facebook.

Spotlight on the Hudson Valley from 
the Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of 

Commerce

Connecticut & The 
Northeast's 

Number One 
Motorcycle & Car 

Events 
Web Site and 

Information Network.
 

ctcruisenews.
com

 

FREE Car & Motorcycle 
Club 

Links Section Available 
Now!
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Boston’s 15th Anniversary Wounded Vet Run * 
 Its Been a Great Ride & Connecticut Cruise News has been Proud & Honored to have 

been a part of this Great American Tradition. Semper Fi  Andy Biggs Thank for the Ride.

To the Editor, For the past 15 
years, it has been one of the greatest 
honors of my life to lead Boston’s 
Wounded Vet Run motorcycle ride. 
What began as a simple idea grew 
into one of New England’s largest and 
most impactful charity rides support-
ing our nation’s injured veterans. 
While the concept may have been my 
own, the true inspiration behind it was 
Corporal Vincent Mannion-Brodeur. 
After he was severely wounded in 
Iraq, suffering a traumatic brain injury 
and shrapnel wounds, I felt a respon-
sibility to act. Having returned home 
from Iraq and Afghanistan without a 
scratch, I knew I owed something to 
those who were not as fortunate. I 
could have easily been in their place. 
Over the last 15 years, thanks to the 
unwavering support of our community, 
we have raised more than $5 million 
for local veterans. Together, we have 
rebuilt homes, purchased vehicles 
and ATVs, and helped relieve the 
financial burdens of more than 60 
veterans who were catastrophically 
injured in service to our country. This 
success would not have been pos-
sible without the incredible gener-
osity of our sponsors, from Boston 

Harley-Davidson to First Indemnity 
Insurance Group, Glassman Injury 
Lawyers, and the Matthew Pucino 
Foundation. But one year we were 
floored to get a $75,000 donation from 
President Trump. More importantly, 
it was driven by the heart and dedi-
cation of our volunteers and riders. 
Many of them became like family to 
me. Their support not only sustained 
this mission but also opened doors in 
my own life, including the opportunity 
to become a best-selling author. One 
of the most powerful images I will 
carry with me forever is the sight of 
American flags waving proudly along 
our route each year. It is a reminder of 
what this ride has always stood for — 
honoring sacrifice, fostering unity, and 
ensuring that the stories of our veter-
ans are never forgotten. To everyone 
who stood by us over these past 
15 years — the riders, volunteers, 
sponsors, and supporters — thank 
you. I only hope that, in some small 
way, we have helped educate others 
about the sacrifices our veterans have 
made, and inspired continued support 
for those who need it most. With deep 
gratitude, Andrew Biggio President, 
Boston’s Wounded Vet Run
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Boston’s 15th Anniversary Wounded Vet Run
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Boston’s 15th Anniversary Wounded Vet Run
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Boston’s 15th Anniversary Wounded Vet Run
Jeffrey Glassman Injury Lawyers 

Proudly Sponsors the 15th Annual Bos-
ton Wounded Vet Run

For the third consecutive year, Jef-
frey Glassman Injury Lawyers (JGIL) is 
incredibly honored to stand behind our 
nation’s heroes as a proud sponsor of 
the 15th Annual Boston Wounded Vet 
Run. We invite everyone in the commu-
nity to come out and support the ride 
this Sunday, May 17th.

Organized by Andrew Biggio, this 
monumental event unites riders from 
across New England to honor, cele-
brate, and raise vital funds for severely 
wounded veterans. At JGIL, we have 
spent decades protecting injured 
motorcyclists, but our commitment to 
the riding community and our veterans 
extends far beyond the courtroom.

When it comes to supporting the 
Wounded Vet Run, we believe in doing 
more than just writing a check. During 
our very first year of sponsorship, we 
were able to help a wounded veteran 
receive a customized Can-Am ATV, 
fulfilling her dream and allowing her to 
experience the joy of riding again.

To help ensure a comfortable and 
stress-free weekend, JGIL is also spon-
soring hotel accommodations for a few 
of our honored veterans. Furthermore, 
after the massive success of last year’s 
initiative, we are thrilled to announce 
that JGIL will once again be providing 
FREE GAS to all motorcycles participat-
ing in the Wounded Vet Run. We know 
that patriots travel from all over to show 
their support, and filling their tanks is 
our way of saying “thank you” to the 
riders.

“We are deeply honored to support 
our veterans,” says Jeffrey Glassman. 
We look forward to seeing everyone on 
the road this Sunday to support those 
who gave so much for our freedom.
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Why We Treat Our Cars Like They’re Human 
And once it has a name, that’s it. 

Game over. You don’t sell a name. You 
don’t scrap a name. You pass it on… or 
you keep it forever.

So no, we’re not crazy.

We talk to our cars because they’re 
the only machines that actually move 
us. Not just from point A to point B, but 
emotionally. They’re our escape pods. 
Our therapy sessions. Our metal chil-
dren. Our rolling memories.

So the next time you thank your 
car for getting you through a storm, or 
apologize after a brutal pothole, don’t 
second guess it.

You’re not losing it. You’re just pay-
ing attention. Because the engine might 
be made of iron…

…but the heart is very real.

******************
And a note from Judy:

I’m at plenty of car shows, some-
times showing, sometimes just wander-
ing. Come say hello. Tell me about your 
car. I already know you’ve got a story.

Submitted by Judy Szablak, Realtor® and 
Unapologetic Automotive Aficionado

Watch what they do after they park. 
They walk away… and then they turn 
around. Every. Single. Time. Yes, I’m 
guilty of that, too.

A car isn’t like a refrigerator or a 
toaster. It talks back. Not with words, 
but with feedback. You feel it through 
the wheel, through the seat, through the 
soles of your shoes. You hear it in the 
idle, the exhaust note, the little chang-
es that tell you something’s off before 
anyone else would notice. You don’t 
just drive it. You learn it.

Over time, that turns into something 
else entirely. The car becomes part of 
your story.

It was there for the first date. The 
long drive to clear your head. The 
move. The loss. The comeback. The 
random sunrise that hit just right and 
reminded you why life is actually pretty 
great.

You don’t just remember the mo-
ment. You remember the car that got 
you there. The smell of the seats. The 
glow of the gauges at 2:00 AM. The 
exact sound the door makes when it 
shuts.

At some point, the car stops being 
the setting. It becomes a character. And 
for a lot of us, it becomes a reflection. 

We choose cars that say something. 
About who we are. Or who we want to 
be.

The perfectionist with the spotless 
concours car. The unapologetic one 
with the loud, cammed-out muscle. The 
one who wants elegance. The one who 
wants edge.

You see yourself in it. And once that 
happens, it’s no longer just a machine. 
That’s also why the cars with the most 
“soul” are rarely perfect. Modern cars 
are incredible. Quiet. Smooth. Efficient. 
Almost too good- they don’t need you.

But an older car? One with quirks. 
A little attitude. Maybe a trick to getting 
the trunk to latch or a heater that only 
works when it feels like it? That car 
needs a partner.

You learn its habits. It learns yours. 
And somewhere in that back-and-
forth, a personality shows up. And then 
comes the final step. The Name.

Nobody sits down with a baby book 
and a VIN number. The name just hap-
pens. After a long drive. A breakdown. 
A moment. Suddenly, it’s not “the car” 
anymore. It’s Lightning McQueen, Her-
bie, General Lee.  Or something only 
you understand.

By Judy Szablak

That Sprite? It’s practically smiling at 
you. The Miata? It looks like it wants to 
go for a drive. And the Alfa? That one 
has presence. It’s not asking for atten-
tion. It’s expecting it.

They all have character. Just like the 
people who drive them. Maybe that’s 
why some of us talk to our cars.

It usually starts quietly. A muttered 
plea in the privacy of a closed garage. 
A frigid February morning, key in hand, 
whispering, “Come on, baby… you can 
do it.” Or maybe you push a little harder 
than usual and the car delivers, and 
you pat the dash and say, “Good girl.”

I’ll admit it. I’ve apologized to my car 
after hitting a pothole.

In those moments, you’re not just 
operating a machine. You’re in a rela-
tionship. And if you’re saying you’ve 
never done this, I don’t believe you.

To the outside world, this looks in-
sane. To the A-to-B crowd, a car is just 
an appliance. Four wheels, a steering 
wheel, and a destination. We know 
better.

Yes, it’s stamped steel and mold-
ed plastic. No, there’s no soul inside 
the cylinder head. No heartbeat in the 
fuel pump. And yet… for those of us 
who live for the drive, it’s never just a 
collection of parts. It’s a personality. 
A companion. Sometimes, it feels like 
family.

My “family” consists of three “metal 
children”.  Bella, Bo, and Daisy. I didn’t 
come up with that metal children  term, 
but it definitely fitsl. Thanks, Bob!

And here’s how you spot someone 
like us-
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The Rescue Vixens Host Car Fun While Helping Animals in Need

By Gwen Ackley with Virginia Scudder
 
Artwork used with permission of 

RescueVixens.com
Last September while writing an arti-

cle for the CT Cruise News on reasons 
to join a car club, I discovered a very 
unique Car Club in the North Fork re-
gion of Long Island, NY called Rescue 
Vixens.

What caught my eye was their 
brightly colored poster art that features 
very attractive pin-up girls posing with 
classic cars. These were reminiscent of 
the 1940s WWII aircraft mascots, and 
the ladies posing are just as dedicated 
as Rosie the Riveter to their cause. The 
flyer that I saw was for a Cars and Cof-
fee event, including their own unique 
vintage fashion style, at the Peconic 
Bay Diner in Riverhead. I wrote to them 
for permission to use their artwork in 
my article and also to learn more about 
them.

The Rescue Vixens are a female run 
car booster organization (rescueVixens.
com) that passionately help to fundraise 
for the North Fork Country Kids Animal 
Rescue. Their president, Virginia Scud-
der describes themselves as a small 
Not-For-Profit, volunteer-only organiza-
tion on the North Fork of Long Island, 

New York.
“Rescue Vixens, in partnership with 

North Fork Country Kids Animal Res-
cue, is a Long Island–based nonprofit 
dedicated to rescuing, rehabilitating, 
and rehoming neglected, abused, and 
homeless animals. Through our events, 
including our signature Deuces Wild 
Car Show, we combine a passion for 
classic cars, rockabilly culture, and 
animal advocacy to raise critical funds 
and awareness.

One of our most exciting ongoing 
initiatives is our Brewed to the Rescue 
collaboration with Twin Fork Beer Co., 
807 Raynor Ave., in Riverhead, NY. 
Each month, we release limited-edition, 
collectible beer cans featuring Rescue 
Vixens artwork, with proceeds directly 
supporting the rescue. This partnership 
has become a creative and meaningful 
way to bring the community together 
while supporting both animal advocacy 
and a local small business.” The Res-
cue Vixens Deuces Wild was awarded 
“Best of Long Island” for Long Island 
Collectible Car Club this year. They 
achieved over 1.3 million votes! They 
hope to make this year’s car show even 
bigger and better.

With this past winter being particu-
larly hard, it has been especially difficult 

for the animal rescue to pay its many 
expenses. The rescue currently owes 
thousands of dollars due to the larger 
number of cases. Virginia had recently 
written to me asking if I could please 
let the CT Cruise Readers know about 
their car events.

Virginia described their upcoming car 
show:  “Our upcoming major fundraiser 
is the Deuces Wild Car Show, taking 
place July 25 and 26 from 9:00 AM to 
4:30 PM at The Maples, 10 Ryerson 
Avenue in Manorville, NY.

• Saturday, July 25: Cruise-In Day
• Sunday, July 26: Judged Car Show
This two-day event will feature 

vendors, live music, great food, awards, 
and so much more. With over 125 
trophies and a one-of-a-kind atmo-
sphere, it is truly a standout event, with 
100 percent of proceeds going direct-
ly to support our rescue efforts. We 
have over 125 awards. There will be a 
pinup contest with a meet and greet on 
Saturday and contest to become Miss 
Deuces Wild, held at noon on Sunday. 
Family fun!”

For those who would like to further 
support their cause to help animals in 
need, donations can be made using the 
QR code to pay with Venmo, or through 
the following:

Website: www.rescuevixens.com or 
www.northforkcountrykids.org

Mailing Address: North Fork Country 
Kids Animal Rescue, PO BOX 3, Aque-
bogue, NY 11931
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By Dan and Kim Varano

Hello fellow cruisers and Happy 
Spring…and wait for it…CAR SHOW 
SEASON!!!!!  After so many months 
of cold and darkness the weather is 
warming up (well, kind of), the days are 
getting longer, the spring flowers are 
coming up and our car cover has been 
rolled up and stored for the upcom-
ing season.  We’re looking forward to 
getting back on the road and seeing our 
“Car Show Friends”, many of them that 
we have not seen since the fall.

A few facts about the month of May...
May 1st is “May Day” , the halfway point 
between the spring equinox and sum-
mer solstice.  Mother’s day was invent-
ed in 1887 by a teacher from Lexington, 
Kentucky as a way for her students 
to celebrate their mothers’.  The orig-
inal day was April 20th, her mother’s 
birthday.  And Memorial Day, observed 
on the last Monday in May.  It was 
originally called “Decoration Day” and 
its purpose is to honor all veterans who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice and 
died protecting our country.  American 
flags are flown at half-staff and veterans 
‘graves are decorated to observe their 
honor.

 We have focused our articles 
through the winter months on hearty 
food dishes and comfort foods.  As 
spring is upon us we start to crave light-
er fare for the warmer weather.  Instead 
of roasts, soups and stews we gravitate 
towards sautéed items paired with fresh 
seasonal vegetables and lighter pasta 
dishes using fresh ingredients.  So in 

this article we will do just that.  A quick 
and easy Chicken Francese with a 
lemony white wine sauce served over 
sautéed spinach, Pasta Primavera 
packed with tons of vegetables and 
for dessert some No-Bake Chocolate 
Peanut Butter Oatmeal Bars…yes, you 
read that right, no baking required!

We hope that you will give these 
easy spring recipes a try and we also 
hope to see many of you in our travels 
this car show season.  And as al-
ways….Happy Cooking!

CHICKEN FRANCESE  
(serves 4)

Ingredients:
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts 

(about 1 ½ pounds)
1 cup all-purpose flour for dredging
Kosher salt and freshly ground black 

pepper
4 large eggs
3 tbsp water
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil
½ lemon, with rind, cut into thin 

rounds
½ cup dry white wine
1 cup chicken broth
½ lemon juiced
2 tbsp unsalted butter
¼ cup flat leaf parsley

Directions:
1.  Sandwiched between 2 pieces 

of plastic wrap, pound chicken breasts 
with a flat meat mallet until about ¼ 
inch thick.

2.  In a shallow plate (we use a pie 
tin) add flour, salt and pepper.  In a bowl 
mix the eggs and water.  Heat the oil 
in a large sauté pan.  Coat both sides 
of the chicken cutlets in the seasoned 
flour and then dip them into the egg 
mixture to coat completely.  Shake off 
extra egg mixture and place in hot oil 
frying for approx. 2 minutes per side 
until golden.  Remove cutlets to a large 
platter in a single layer to keep warm.

3.  Toss the lemon slices into the pan 
and cook for 1-2 minutes until fragrant. 
Add the wine, broth and lemon juice 
and simmer for 5 minutes to reduce the 
sauce slightly.  Coat the butter in the 
flour and add to skillet.  Stir to incorpo-
rate the flour into the sauce.  Reduce 
heat to medium low and add chicken 

back to the pan, moving the lemon slic-
es on top of the cutlets.  Simmer gently 
for a few minutes to heat the chicken 
through.  Season with salt and pep-
per and garnish with chopped parsley 
before serving.

SAUTEED SPINACH  
(serves 4)

Ingredients:
2 tbsp butter
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 small shallot chopped fine
20 oz. pkg fresh baby spinach
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

to taste

Directions:
1.  Heat butter and oil in a large 

skillet over medium heat.  Add chopped 
shallot and cook until soft, about 3 
minutes.

2.  Add spinach and cook, stirring 
until spinach is wilted.  Season with salt 
and pepper.

PASTA PRIMAVERA 
(serves 4)

Ingredients:
2 tbsp butter
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 zucchini (1/2 inch dice)
1 cup frozen peas
½ cup red bell pepper (1/2 inch dice)
1 pint cherry or grape tomatoes cut in half
1 carrot (use a vegetable peeler to 

cut into ribbons)
3 cloves garlic minced
2 tsp fresh lemon juice
½ tsp Italian seasoning
2 tbsp fresh basil sliced into thin 

slices
½ cup grated parmesan cheese
1 lb. pasta of your choice (farfalle, 

rotini, penne, ziti)
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

to taste

Directions:
Heat oil and butter in a large skillet 

over medium high heat.
Add all the vegetables and garlic, 

sauté, stirring often for approx. 5 min-
utes until vegetables are tender but still 
crisp.

Stir in the Italian seasoning, lemon 
juice and basil.

Cook pasta according to package di-
rections and before draining the pasta, 
add up to ¼ cup hot pasta water to the 
vegetable sauce.  Add drained pasta to 
the pan and toss.  Just before serving 
stir in the Parmesan. Season with salt 
and pepper.

Note:  Feel free to substitute any of 
your favorite vegetables for the ones 
listed.  This is a very forgiving recipe

NO-BAKE CHOCOLATE 
PEANUT BUTTER  
OATMEAL BARS  
(makes 16 bars)

Ingredients:   (Oat Layer)
¾ cup butter
½ cup light brown sugar, packed
¼ tsp salt
1 tsp pure vanilla
3 cups quick cooking oats

Ingredients: (Chocolate peanut 
butter layer)

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
1 cup creamy peanut butter

Directions:
1.  Line an 8x8 square baking dish 

with parchment paper, set aside.
2.  To make the chocolate peanut 

butter layer microwave chocolate chips 
and peanut butter in a large microwave 
safe dish for 60 seconds on high, stir 
and continue to heat in 30 second 
intervals until completely melted and 
smooth.  Set aside.

3.  To make the oat layer melt butter 
in a medium saucepan over medium 
heat.  Stir in brown sugar and salt and 
stir until sugar is dissolved, Add vanilla 
and stir until combined.  Turn heat to 
low and add oats.  Cook on low for ap-
prox. 2 minutes or until ingredients are 
well combined.

4.  Press half of the oatmeal mixture 
into the bottom of the prepared baking 
dish.  Press down with a flat bottom 
glass or measuring cup.  Pour the choc-
olate mixture slowly over the bottom oat 
layer reserving approx. 3 tbsp to drizzle 
on top.

5.  Crumble the remaining oat mix-
ture over the chocolate layer and gently 
press into place.  Drizzle the top with 
remaining chocolate mixture.  Cover 
and refrigerate for at least 2 hours be-
fore cutting into squares. 

Cruisin’ in the Kitchen
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Once again Glenn Richards and his 
entire staff, will run the Big Sunday Rod 
& Custom Show at the 18th annual 
Dover Drag Strip Nostalgia Drags at 
Lebanon Valley Dragway.

Caping the three-day Northeast’s 
Premier Nostalgia event, featuring 
1992 & earlier entries vying for the 
huge 3ft Best of Show trophy and top 
40 awards.

At Swag Custom Rides, they turn 
automotive dreams into reality. Spe-
cializing in classic car restoration, 
pro-touring builds, CNC, paintwork, 
and concourse-level restorations, their 
passion lies in crafting vehicles that are 
as unique as the individuals who drive 
them. Whether you have a fully realized 
vision or just a spark of inspiration, they 
collaborate with you every step of the 
way to create custom cars that exceed 
expectations.

Founded by Glenn Richards, whose 
lifelong passion for cars began by 
working alongside his dad, Swag 
Custom Rides is rooted in decades of 
hands-on experience and a deep love 
for all things automotive. Growing up 
around cars, Glenn developed a knack 
for restoring, designing, and building 
vehicles that stand out on the road and 
at the show. Housed in the same facility 
at 172 Stanley St. in New Britain, CT is 
their other division- Swag Detailers.

Offering Complete Premium Car 

Care Products,  Auto Detailing Service 
including PPF/Vinyl Wrap Service/Win-
dow Tints And a dealer program with 
their exclusive products.

But they are more than just car en-
thusiasts—but a team with a purpose. 
At Swag Custom Rides, they believe in 
empowering the next generation. That’s 
why they provide hands-on learning op-
portunities for kids with learning disabil-
ities, giving them the chance to explore 
their potential while working alongside 
our skilled team on restoration projects.

Swag Custom Rides stands out not 
only for exceptional automotive work 
but also a deep commitment to em-
powering kids with learning disabilities. 
Offering these young individuals the 
chance to gain hands-on experience in 
car restoration, while also building valu-
able skills and confidence. Beyond the 
shop, they actively engage in commu-
nity events, giving kids the opportunity 
to participate and connect with others. 
They also prioritize supporting local 
businesses and fostering a sense of 
community, ensuring that every proj-
ect and event their part of ,contributes 
to making a positive impact locally. 
At the  shop, it’s about more than just 
cars—it’s about creating opportunities, 
building relationships, and giving back. 

Their work has been featured in 
Classic Truck Performance, Motor 
Trend and HOT ROD Magazines.

SWAG CUSTOM RIDES RETURNS AS SPONSOR & HOST 
OF THE TIME TUNNEL ROD & CUSTOM SHOW SEPT. 27
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Back Yard Beaters - Torrington April 18, 1926  
Photos by David Moulthrop
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Back Yard Beaters - Torrington April 18, 1926  
Photos by David Moulthrop

52nd DUDLEY BICYCLE SWAP MEET SUNDAY 5/17/26 9 AM-till AFTERNOON

HERE IS THE PLACE:
Dudley BICYCLE Swap in Our old  
CONNECTICUT LOCATION
929 Riverside drive (rte 12 at the GIANT 
MILL BUILDING parking lot)  
North Grosvenordale CT 06255 (A bor-
ough of Thompson CT) 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
LOTS OF BIKES(Bicycles) & Bicycle 
PARTS FOR SALE for TRADE AND for 
VIEWING TOYS & PEDAL CARS WEL-
COME. BIG TURNOUT EXPECTED
OPENS TO VENDORS AT 8:00 am, 
OPENS TO SPECTATORS at 9:00 am
THIS IS A GREAT OUTDOOR space, we wont 
be cramped so bring out all your great stuff.
BICYCLES, BIKE PARTS AND ACCES-
SORIES, LITERATURE AND EPHEM-
ERA, PEDAL CARS, ANTIQUE AND 

COLLECTIBLE TOYS WELCOME
call 800*336*2453 TOLL FREE WITH ANY 
QUESTIONS 

SEE YOU SUNDAY MAY 17
EXPERT APPRAISERS ON HAND TO 
HELP YOU VALUE YOUR BICYCLES
Cash Buyers on Hand to BUY ANY BIKES 
YOU BRING TO SELL.
So Dust off your ELGIN BLUEBIRDS, 
PHANTOMS,PANTHERS,STINGRAYS, 
BMX BIKES, SCHWINN AEROCYCLES 
,ROAD BIKES and CINELLIS and bring 
them on down. 

ALL BIKES WELCOME 1870’s 
through modern & everything in between 
CALL 800-336-B-I-K-E (2453) with any 

questions Ask for MIKE
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Story by Lissa Seeberger
Director, CT Seaport Car Club
georgelissa@optonline.net
Photos by Lissa Seeberger

Please mark your calendars!  Ap-
proximately one month from now will 
be the CT Seaport Car Club’s 10th 
Annual Antique and Classic Car Show 
on Sunday, June 7th, 2026 at Fairfield 
Ludlowe High School (785 Unquowa 
Rd, Fairfield).  The show will be in the 
back parking lot with the raised solar 
panels providing shade to many cars 
and will run from 9:00am-3:00pm.  All 
show cars are welcome.  No cut off 
year.

This popular car show had a record 
attendance last year and is going to 
have all the great elements that every-
one loves about this show:

• Over 100 trophies to be awarded
• Dash plaques and goody bags to 

first 100 show cars
• A blessing of the show cars and 

drivers by a Jesuit Priest
• Live music by Jukebox 45 Show 

Band (same great band as last year)
• A dog demonstration by the Fair-

field Police K9 Unit (just like last year)
• Food, Vendors, and Raffle Prizes
• All to benefit Operation Hope of 

Fairfield
See our colorful orange ad in this 

issue of Connecticut Cruise News!  For 
more information, go to ctseaportcarclub.
com or call Sal Sinardi at 203-606-2423.

Hope to see you there!

One Month Away:
The CT Seaport Car Club’s Car Show – June 7th
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Your Ad Can Be Here!Your Ad Can Be Here!
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NMHS Grad 
Party Committee 

Announces 3rd 
Annual “Show & 
Shine” Car Show 
New Milford, CT

 As the season approached, the 
track crew was busy making several 
off-season improvements, with more 
projects set to be finished in the coming 
weeks. The old novelty trailer has been 
removed, and a new concessions area 
has been added. Paving and painting 
have been added and refreshed .You’ll 
see a whole new image makeover. 

On Friday April 24, the season 
kicked off with an open track rental test 
session which afforded those in atten-
dance many opportunities to hit the 
track and get some of the cobwebs out 
and test the new combinations for the 
coming season.

Keep an eye on the schedule for 
future Friday test sessions which are 
open to everyone. Most are sponsored 
by individuals and clubs. The sessions 
offer the opportunity for drivers to bring 
their vehicle down the track at their own 
pace. Whether you’re making your first 
pass ever, dialing in a new combination, 
or fine-tuning your setup for upcoming 
racing, test & tune is the perfect envi-
ronment to get valuable track time.

The track will feature full track 
preparation with both lanes open, and 
racers can choose between 1/8-mile 

or 1/4-mile passes. Full-time slips will 
be provided for every run so you can 
review your performance and make 
adjustments.

On Saturday, April 25, the track saw 
the first day of competition for NODRA-
MA (Northeast Old Drag Racers and 
Musclecar Association), NESSA (North-
east Super Street Association), Super-
Cars as well as test and tune. The first 
race of NODRAMA was won by Darren 
Cubit from Bolton, CT when he defeat-
ed Shane Shahinian of Ballston Lake, 
NY. Steve Leclair of North Smithfield, 
RI and Michael Charron of Hebron, CT 
finished their first day in the semi-finals. 
The first NESSA points race was won 
by Matt Viscione of Norwich, CT when 
he defeated David Pilbin of Norfolk, CT. 
Laura LeQue of Troy, NY finished her 
day in the semi-finals. On Sunday, April 
26, cars took to the track for a full day 
of testing along with an unscheduled 
quarter mile gamblers race for those 
wishing for some side-by-side handicap 
competition. The swap meet was held 
in the main lot with many vendors in 
attendance.

The winner of the Electronics 
Gamblers was Mike Rogers of Albany, 
NY when he defeated Herb Wagner of 

Ravena, NY in the final round. Adam 
Sheran of Chester, MA and Jeff Warner 
finished their day in the semi-finals. 
The non-Electronics Gamblers race 
was won by Michael Scribani of Howes 
Caves, NY when he defeated Ed Mar-
telli of Schenectady, NY. Paul Scribani 
of Fultonville, NY finished his day in the 
semi-finals.

COMING MAY 24th .. 
MUSCLE MANIA ! See the 
Track Website for Com-

plete Schedules and 
Coming Events: 

Dragway.com and follow the 
Lebanon Valley Dragway  

FACEBOOK page

The 2026 Season Has Begun at Lebanon Valley Dragway

 — Car enthusiasts, families, and 
community members are invited to 
attend the 3rd Annual “Show & Shine” 
Car Show, hosted by the New Mil-
ford High School (NMHS) Grad Party 
Committee. The event will take place 
on Saturday, June 6, 2026, from 11:00 
AM to 3:00 PM at New Milford High 
School, 388 Danbury Road. A rain date 
has been scheduled for Sunday, June 
7, 2026. 

This highly anticipated community 
event promises a fun-filled day for 
all ages, featuring a wide variety of 
classic, custom, and modern vehicles 
on display. Attendees can enjoy food 
trucks, live music from a DJ, local 
vendors, raffles, and trophy awards for 
standout vehicles. Car owners inter-
ested in showcasing their vehicles can 
register for a $20 entry fee. Spectators 
are encouraged to come out, support 
the event, and enjoy the lively atmo-
sphere while exploring some of the 
area’s most impressive cars. Proceeds 
from the event will benefit the NMHS 
Grad Party, which provides a safe, 
substance-free celebration for graduat-
ing seniors—a long-standing tradition 
in the New Milford community. For 
more information, to register a vehicle, 
or to stay updated, or follow the event 
on Instagram at @nmhscarshow and 
@nmhsctgp. 

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity 
to celebrate cars, community, and the 
Class of 2026!
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Help Wanted DOC'S MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS INC

 

a trusted name in the motorcycle 
industry since 1969, is seeking an EX-
PERIENCED Harley-Davidson Motor-
cycle Technician/Mechanic to join our 
team. The ideal candidate will have a 
strong background working with Har-
ley-Davidson motorcycles from 1999 to 
present and be able to perform accu-
rate diagnostics, maintenance, and 
repairs with a high standard of quality 
and attention to detail.

Competitive pay, based on expe-
rience and skill level, Flexible hours, 
typically 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Employ-
ee discounts on parts and accessories, 
Paid holidays, 2 weeks paid vacation.

Interested candidates can apply 
within at Doc's Motorcycle Parts, 1625 
Thomaston Ave. Waterbury, Ct. 06704.  
Or can email there resume and info to 
docsmotorcycle@snet.net 

 

Looking for full-time 
help. Mowing, leaf clean-

up, General lawn 
maintenance.

Located in Roxbury. If 
interested, Please call 

(860) 354-4621 for more 
info. Ask for Fran

Our Catskill Region has wonderful 
rural roads that offer a sense of free-
dom to drivers who love to drive. We 
have designed three Driving Tours 
that offer a full day of driving through 
historic hamlets, along country road by 
farms and forests and along creeks and 
rivers. Each Tour is about 140 miles in 
length, and you may drive all day and 
see two stoplights. Detail maps will 
be available on the website at ww-
w.1903autorun.com. This program grew 
out of the Catskill Mountains Scenic 
Byway and the Catskill Conquest Rally 
Commemorating the 1903 Automobile 
Endurance Run. You may drive a Tour 
at any time. If you wish to join one 
of the Rally events you must register 
through the form on the website. Each 
Rally is a gathering together for the 
common purpose of sharing the day 
with other enthusiasts in a noncompet-
itive drive. The three Catskill Rallies for 
2025 are:

Saturday, June 13th: the 5th Scho-
harie Turnpike-Kaaterskill Clove Road 
Rally: start at Dutchman’s Landing Park 
on the Hudson River at Catskill, follow 
the Schoharie Turnpike to the Old 

Stone Fort Museum. Return through 
Gilboa, Prattsville, Hunter and the 
Kaaterskill Clove.

Saturday, September 19th: the 
10th Catskill Conquest Rally: start at 
the Catskills Visitor Center in Mount 
Tremper, visit the Cauliflower Festival 
in Margaretville, Roxbury, John Bur-
roughs’ Woodchuck Lodge, the Hobart 
Book Village, Hanford Mills Museum 
and Polar Bear Ice Cream. Return 
through Delhi and Andes.

Saturday, October 17th: the 8th 
Catskill Covered Bridge Rally: start at 
the Catskills Visitor Center in Mount 
Tremper, follow 13 creeks and rivers 
and cross four historic Covered Bridg-
es, including over both branches of 
the Delaware River. This is a hoot of a 
drive through Ulster, Sullivan and Dela-
ware Counties.

All cars are welcome. These drives 
are just for pure enjoyment of touring 
our beautiful region. For information 
contact Rally Master Robert Selkowitz 
at 1903autorun@gmail.com or call 845-
616-4550.

Catskills Adventure Challenge: 
Driving Tours for Enthusiasts

People in the News
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Torrington, CT – The Warner The-
atre’s Annual Gala, Studio 31, is an 
unforgettable evening celebrating 
community, culture, and philanthropy. 
The 2026 Gala will be held on Satur-
day, May 16, 2026 in The Carole & Ray 
Neag Performing Arts Center.  

The night begins at 5:00 pm with 
hors d’oeuvres and mocktails, featur-
ing entertainment by DJ Natalie Wall. 
Guests will then enjoy an exquisite 
dinner prepared by MAX’s Restaurant 
Group, followed by dancing and live 
music from the dynamic Soul Sound 
Revue, guaranteed to keep the cele-
bration going all night long. 

Throughout the evening, guests will 
have multiple opportunities to support 
the Warner’s mission through live and 
silent auctions and an inspiring Fund 
Our Future paddle raise. The event 
will be hosted by Emcee Eric Hummel, 
guiding the evening’s festivities with 

warmth and enthusiasm.
Don’t miss this extraordinary cel-

ebration in May - join the Warner 
Theatre for an unforgettable evening 
of community, culture, and philanthro-
py! The Warner Theatre’s 2026 Gala 
Premier Sponsor is Torrington Savings 
Bank.

Tickets are $225 per person. To 
reserve a table or to sponsor the 2026 
Gala, please contact Kayle Crowley at 
860-489-7180 x1030.

Entertainment

TORRINGTON, CT - The global 
smash hit and one of the world’s top 
Irish music and dance productions, 
A Taste of Ireland - The Irish Music & 
Dance Sensation, comes to Connecti-
cut, 7:30pm, Friday, June 26, 2026 
at the Warner Theatre in Torrington. 
Promising an exhilarating celebration 
delivered with more than a pint of Irish 
wit, A Taste of Ireland - The Irish Music 
& Dance Sensation is presented by 
Pace Live as part of its 2026 world tour 
following a sensational West End debut 
in the U.K., a returning Off-Broadway 
engagement, and international perfor-
mances in Australia and New Zealand. 
A Taste of Ireland - The Irish Music 
& Dance Sensation includes a starry 
roster of international dance champions 
who explore and expand traditional 
Irish dance into something completely 
modern, mesmerizingly electric, and 
ridiculously fun. The production de-
buted in the U.S. in 2024 with a wildly 
successful Off-Broadway engagement, 
followed by smash hit runs around the 
world where it was praised by Time Out 
Sydney as “world-class Irish dancing, 
melodic folk music mashups, live [a 
cappella] tap battles, and craic galore,” 
and BroadwayWorld Sydney as “an 
evening to excite and satisfy your Irish 
[palate].” For tickets and information, 
the public may visit ATasteofIreland-
Show.com.

Showcasing an acclaimed cast of 
World Champion Irish dancers, daz-
zling musicians, and a contemporary 
vocalist, A Taste of Ireland - The Irish 
Music & Dance Sensation combines 
Irish charm with sensational talents for 
an unforgettable outing of entertain-
ment. Featuring classics such as “Dan-
ny Boy,” “Wild Rover,” and others, the 
show’s reimagined contemporary score 
blossoms alongside the brash Irish 
charm of the live dance cast, transport-
ing audiences through Ireland’s tumul-
tuous history with electrifying dances, 
dramatic scenery, and spectacular 

lighting effects. 
A Taste of Ireland - The Irish Music 

& Dance Sensation offers audiences 
a spectacular look at current, active 
World Champions at the height of their 
athletic careers - dancers straight out of 
competition circuits and major inter-
national productions, focused on both 
preserving tradition and pushing it to 
new limits. The cast includes headlin-
ers Callum O’Neill (World Champion, 
Ceili Dance World Champion, former-
ly of Riverdance), Clara Sheppard 
(World Champion, formerly of Lord of 
the Dance: Feet of Flames), and Cian 
Walsh (A Taste of Ireland principal 
dancer, Ceili Dance World Champion), 
among other world-class Irish dancers 
and performers. (NOTE: casting is 
subject to change.)  

Said the show’s producer and 
director Brent Pace, “This show offers 
audiences an adventure through the 
heart and soul of Ireland, where every 
beat of music and every step of Irish 
dance shares a captivating journey. 
Each narrative is interwoven with 
dramatic lighting, breathtaking visual 
scenery, and performances that ex-
press the depth of these stories, so that 
audiences can appreciate Ireland’s rich 
history through movement, music, and 
dance.” He also notes, “Dance fans will 
be further thrilled to find that the taps in 
A Taste of Ireland - The Irish Music & 
Dance Sensation are not pre-recorded 
but performed 100 percent live. Ev-
ery performance is an exciting feat of 
excellence.”

Blending cultural traditions with mod-
ern flair and plenty of “craic,” A Taste of 
Ireland - The Irish Music & Dance Sen-
sation has thrilled audiences across the 
globe with an immersive experience 
that captures the essence of Irish cul-
ture, perfectly Celtic for this generation. 
With hundreds of five-star reviews on 
Facebook, the show combines storytell-
ing with modern Irish dance, tap, and

ABOUT THE WARNER THEATRE
The Warner Theatre is a performing arts center located in the heart of Down-

town Torrington, CT’s Cultural District. The Warner’s mission is to enrich, entertain 
and educate our communities through high-quality performing arts and arts edu-
cational opportunities, preserve the theatre as a historic landmark, and contribute, 
in partnership with others, to the betterment of our region’s way of life and eco-
nomic vitality. The Warner Theatre is supported by the Department of Economic 
and Community Development, Connecticut Office of the Arts.  To learn more 
about the Warner Theatre, visit our website: www.warnertheatre.org.

 

Coming Soon to the Warner
The Righteous Brothers - June 2

Requiem for an Electric Chair - June 20
A Taste of Ireland - June 26

Yacht Rock - June 27
K-Pop Icons - July 9

Summer Blood Drive - July 11
John Crist Live - Sept 24

Whose Live Anyway? - Oct 10
The Phil Collins Story - Oct 29

“A TASTE OF IRELAND”
THE IRISH MUSIC & DANCE SENSATION

COMES TO TORRINGTON
June 26, 2026

STUDIO 31
Warner Theatre’s 2026 Annual Gala

Saturday, May 16, 2026
Premier Sponsor: Torrington Savings Bank
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contemporary dance, while its world-
class performers bring Ireland’s stories 
to life on stage to create a memorable 
and dynamic show that bridges tradi-
tional and contemporary Irish art forms.
Directed and produced by Brent Pace 
(This is Not a Happy Room – Off-West 
End, A Taste of Ireland - Off-Broadway, 
West End), co-directed and produced 
by Ceili Moore (World Champion, Riv-
erdance and Lord of the Dance artist), 
and with musical direction by Charlie 
Galloway (Talisk), A Taste of Ireland 
- The Irish Music & Dance Sensation 
unites a powerhouse creative team 
driving this bold reimagining of Irish 
theatrical performance.

A Taste of Ireland will play the 
Warner Theatre’s Oneglia Auditorium 
in Torrington, CT on Friday, June 26, 
2026 at 7:30 PM. Tickets range from 
$41-$86 and can be purchased at war-
nertheatre.org or by calling the Warner 
Theatre Box Office at (860) 489-7180.

ABOUT A TASTE OF IRELAND
Brent Pace (Producer and Director) 

is an international producer and direc-
tor shaping the future of live entertain-
ment across four continents. As the 
founder of Pace Live, he has built one 
of the fastest-growing independent the-
atrical production companies, creating 
and touring world-class shows through-
out the United States, Australia, New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom, and Ire-
land. His producing credits range from 
the acclaimed Off-West End play This 
Is Not a Happy Room to large-scale 
touring spectaculars including Fairy-
tales on Ice, Shades of Bublé, Silver 
Bells, and the global phenomenon A 
Taste of Ireland. His work in New York 
spans Off-Broadway and U.S. national 
tours, firmly establishing his reputation 
as a force in the American and inter-
national markets. As a director, Pace 
is recognized for fusing theatricality 
with spectacle, most notably through A 
Celtic Christmas and TARA - Tuatha Dé 
Danann, the world’s first all-female Irish 
dance production. He continues to ex-

pand Pace Live’s artistic scope of the-
atre, dance, and live music, developing 
shows for different markets across 
the globe. Before turning his focus to 
producing and directing, Pace achieved 
international success in Irish dance 
as a World Medalist, six-time National 
Champion, and principal performer 
across multiple dance companies. To-
day, he remains internationally recog-
nized as a sought-after Irish Dance ad-
judicator, judging competitions across 
the globe. With a portfolio that spans 
both theatrical producing and directing, 
Pace leads multiple productions simul-
taneously under the A Taste of Ireland 
franchise and beyond. His shows have 
been staged in almost 1,000 venues 
worldwide, and he is known for pushing 
the boundaries of live entertainment by 
fusing modern theatre with traditional 
art forms, innovating on a global stage, 
and continually raising the bar for what 
live performance can be.

Ceili Moore (Executive Producer) be-
gan dancing at the age of three under 
the tutelage of Geraldine French, her 
mother, Fiona-Gaye Moore, and Ber-
nadette Langshaw-Clarke. Throughout 
her competitive Irish dance career, she 
won titles such as Australian National, 
North American National, All Ireland, 
and World Champion. She began her 
professional career at age 18, perform-
ing in shows such as Riverdance and 
Lord of the Dance across 15 countries. 
Her highlights include performing the 
lead role of Morrighan alongside Mi-
chael Flatley, performing on the West 
End, and appearing on “The Graham 
Norton Show” and “Good Morning 
America.” Moore also served as an 
ambassador for the Peter “Bullfrog” 
Moore Foundation and was featured in 
ABC3’s “Dancing Down Under” doc-
umentary. Since 2016, she has been 
a producer and choreographer with A 
Taste of Ireland, working alongside her 
partner Brent Pace on the continuous 
development of Pace Live productions, 
touring globally.
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Hello Don,
I’m writing to follow up on our recent 

phone conversation, and provide more 
information about my attempt to learn the 
early history of my Mopar Muscle Car.  I 
would like to please request your help in 
reaching out to the Connecticut Cruise 
News readership in the hope of locating 
anyone who may recognize my car, either 
as a past owner, or someone who knows 
of a past owner.  Or, anyone else who 
remembers seeing this car on the street, 
at a drag strip, or elsewhere in their local 
area from long ago.

My car is a 1969 Dodge Charger R/T.  
It has the 426 HEMI engine, 4-Speed 
manual transmission with Hurst shifter, 
and Dana 60 Rear Axle with 4.10 gear 
ratio.  The car has a Red exterior with a 
Black interior.

I purchased this Charger in the fall of 
1987 on Long Island from the previous 
owner in Massapequa, NY.  The previous 
owner had himself purchased the car in 
1986, also on Long Island, from another 
owner who was located in Bay Shore, 
NY.  So, the 1969 to 1986 time frame is 
the period of this Charger’s life that I’m 

interested in learning about.  I have very 
little information about the car from that 
earlier time.  However, I do have a few 
clues that may provide some insight into 
the Charger’s past.

Other than a couple of other minor 
options, this Charger’s options are limited 
to what I have listed above.  A copy of 
the Production Broadcast sheet, which 
I found behind the back seat, indicates 
that this was a “Sold Car”, a car that was 
ordered this way by the original buyer.  It 
appears that the first owner specified a 
new Charger at a Dodge dealership to be 
used for racing, void of any unnecessary 
options that would add weight to the car.  
Further evidence of a racing past comes 
from a hand written sheet listing numer-
ous performance improvements made to 
the Charger at some point.  The list was 
given to me by the previous owner, who 
had also received it when he purchased 
the car.  The list was likely written by a 
past owner when the car changed hands.  
Included on the list is an extensive high 
performance engine rebuild done by Bob 
Sharp Racing, which years ago was locat-
ed in Danbury, CT.

And, speaking of Connecticut, I found 
an old Connecticut license plate under the 
back seat with a 1971 expiration tag.  If 
this plate was registered to the Charger, 
then the original owner may have actually 
been from Connecticut.

I’d like to learn as much about the early 
years of my car as possible.  But to me, 
the most important piece of information 
about this Charger that I really want to 
verify above all else is, which Dodge 
dealership sold this car when it was brand 
new?

If this Charger is familiar to any of your 
readers, then I would greatly appreciate 
if they contact me by phone at (708) 
846-4364, or email at rjd4261@comcast.
net.  I also have a website dedicated to 
researching the history of this Charger.  
Everyone is invited to visit www.1969char-
gerhistory.com for more photos and 
further information about the car.  Thank 
you for your support Don.

Best regards,
Bob Dyrda 

Letter to the Editor

By Donna Kessler

International Female Ride Day takes 
place the first Saturday of May every year. 
This year, lady riders celebrated the 20th 
edition of this global event, on May 6.

This day promotes women’s visibility, 
freedom and passion for motorcycling. It 
doesn’t matter what make or model they 
ride, it’s simply unity.

So, to celebrate the day, my gal pals and 
I, saddled up at took a ride around the  
Warwick/Greenwood Lake area.

It was a crisp spring day, which started 
out cloudy, but the sun ended up coming out 
making it a beautiful day to take my first ride 
of the season.

We stopped in Edenville where the Rich-
ard Jacob Rudy Memorial Fund was having 
a flea market at the Edenville General Store. 
From there we took the scenic route around 
Greenwood Lake and then back to Warwick 
to Wickham Woodlands where we grabbed 
some lunch at Drowned Lands Brewery. It 
was such a beautiful day we couldn’t end 
our riding there, so it was a back road ride 
to the Orange County Arboretum where the 
tulips where still in bloom.

It’s always great riding with the girls. We 
always have a destination and we get plenty 
of waves along the way.

This is also a reminder that there are 
warmer days ahead and I as well as all my 
biker friends will be out riding. Look for us, 
look twice before making that turn. We can-
not stop on a dime. And please be courte-
ous and share the road.

To all my biker friends, ride smart, be safe 
and give vehicles the benefit of the doubt 
when you see them turning. You don’t own 
the road. Be sure also to give your bike a 
good look over before heading out on that 
first ride of the season.

Well, I’m looking forward to the next 
ride with my girls. There is a bunch of bike 
events in my list below. See you all out 
there!

Myridehv845@gmail.com

A Day For Women Bikers Around The World
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My Ride Events
If your car club or organization has 

dates for shows, email the details to 
myridehv845@gmail.com or by mes-
saging on Facebook at My Ride of the 
Hudson Valley. 

2026 Garden Tractor Pull: Orange 
County Farmers Museum, 850 Route 
17K, Montgomery , enter on Berea Rd., 
Montgomery, pulls start at 9 a.m., family 
friendly event, concession on site, May 
23, June 6, June 21 (double), July 11, 
Aug. 23 (double), Sept. 5 (Chambers), 
Sept. 13, Sept. 27, Oct. 24 & 25 (Trunk 
or Treat), Nov. 8 (awards dinner). Oc-
farmersmuseum.org. 845-208-0234.

MAY
Widows Sons Templar Knights 

Motorcycle Blessing: May 9, rain date 
May 16, Warwick Lodge No 544, 71 
Forester Ave., Warwick, begins at 10 
a.m., $20 donation per bike, all bikers 
welcome, hot dog lunch, bottled water, 
50/50, challenge coins and more, after 
the blessing the Knights will lead a ride 
through rural Orange County. A portion 
of the proceeds will benefit local chari-
ties. 845-542-1665.

Backroads & Business Motorcycle 
Poker Run: May 16, ride starts at Or-
ange County Veterans Center, 30 Law-
rence Ave., New Windsor, kickstands 
up at 10 a.m., tickets $25 per rider; $15 
per passenger (until May 1), ride ends 
at Brothers of the Leaf, 334 Hudson 
Valley Ave., New Windsor. Partial pro-
ceeds benefit Orange County Veterans 
Center. Sponsored by O’Connor & Part-
ner. Orangeny.com. 845-294-1700

Burnout Nationals New York Opener: 
May 16, Orange County Fairgrounds, 
Wisner Ave, Middletown, burnout exhi-
bition, cart show and more. On Face-
book.

Wings & Wheels for Warriors Car 
Show: May 16, rain date May 17, 
Joseph Y. Resnick Airport, 199 Airport 
Rd., Ellenville, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., judging 
begins at 11 a.m., dash plaques for 
first 150 registered vehicles, over 50 
trophies, family fun, plane rides, food, 
DJ Brian and more. Hosted by Sprague 
and Killeen. Proceeds benefit Disabled 
American Vetertans. On Facebook.

9th annual Orange County Volunteer 
Fire Police Car Show and Food Truck 
Festival: May 17, rain date, May 31, 
Goshen Historic Track, 44 Park Pl., 
Goshen, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., registration 
$15, several awards. OCFPcarshow@
gmail.com. 845-294-5333.

Healey Brothers Car Show: May 
17, rain date May 24, Healey Brothers, 
1960 S. Rd., Poughkeepsie, 9 a.m.-4 

p.m., registration until noon. Food, tro-
phies, giveaways, 50/50. Hosted by the 
Dutchess Cruisers. Dutchesscruisers.
com. 845-242-0951.

Bonez Garage 2026 Season Line-
Up: Bonez Garage, 1424 Route 302, 
Circleville, May 23, season opener, 
noon, rain date May 24; June 27, 
Summer Fun, noon, rain date June 28; 
July 25, Cruz’in Drive-In, 5 p.m., Fair 
Oaks Drive In, 365 Bloomingburgh 
Rd., Middletown, rain date July 26; 
Aug. 22, Cruz’in Drive-In, 5 p.m., Fair 
Oaks Drive In, 365 Bloomingburgh Rd., 
Middletown, rain date Aug. 23; Sept. 26, 
Cruz’in Drive-In, 5 p.m., Fair Oaks Drive 
In, 365 Bloomingburgh Rd., Middle-
town, rain date Sept. 27; Oct. 30, Trunk 
or Treat, 4 p.m., no rain date.

GCD Auto Studio Spring 2026 Open 
House: May 30, GCD Auto Studio, 9 In-
dustrial Dr., Village of Florida, 8 a.m.-1 
p.m., classics, customs and coffee, top 
25 awards, refreshments, merchandise, 
giveaways. Held in conjunction with the 
Mustang Club of Orange County. On 
Facebook.

 JUNE
Any Make Any Model Car Club 

Outpost BBQ and Show: June 6, rain 
date June 7, Outpost BBQ, R\6611 
Route 209, Kerhonkson, in large field 
behind building, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; judg-
ing at 12:30 p.m., trophies at 4 p.m., 
registration $15, open to all makes 
and models of wheeled vehicles, dash 
plaques to first 30 vehicles registered, 
several awards including top 5 to 
2006 and newer, top 20 to 2005 and 
older. Bungst01@gmail.com, tmat-
thewsm88@gmail.com.

New Hackensack Fire House Car 
Show: June 7, rain date June 14, New 
Hackensack Fire House, 217 Myers 
Corners Rd., Wappingers Falls, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., registration until noon. Food, 
trophies, giveaways, 50/50. Hosted by 
the Dutchess Cruisers. Dutchesscruis-
ers.com. 845-242-0951.

Motors for Memory 2nd annual 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Car Show: June 
13, rain date June 14, Ulster County 
Fairgrounds, New Paltz. Motorsformem-
ory.com.

Pawling Town Car Show: June 14, 
rain date June 28, Village of Pawling, 
Charles Coleman Blvd., Pawling, 8 
a.m.-3 p.m., registration starts at 8 
a.m., registration $20, custom plaques 
awarded, live music at noon. Hosted by 
New York Cruisers. On Facebook.

Biker Blast 2026: June 20, Moroney’s 
Harley-Davidson, 833 Route 300, New 
Windsor, time TBA, massive anniver-
sary rally, live music, food, giveaways, 

demos and more. Looking for vendors. 
Email info@hudsonvalleyriders.org. On 
Facebook. Fasthog.com.

Mustang Club of Orange County Fa-
ther’s Day All Ford Car Show: June 21, 
rain date June 28, more details TBA.

Border Wars: June 27, rain date July 
25, Moroney’s Harley-Davidson, 833 
Union Ave, New Windsor, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., food, vendors, music, co-hosted 
by Don Clady of Connecticut Cruise 
News and Donna Kessler of My Ride. 
Fasthog.com, 845-564-5400.

Hope & Cars Fundraiser Car Show 
for 845 Hope Alive: June 27, Bonez 
Garage, 1424 Route 302, Circleville, 
noon, donations excepted, trophies, 
Carmels’s Cucina food truck. Hosted by 
Bonez Garage and the Orange County 
Antique Automobile Club. 8345-565-
2663.

Car & Bike Show to Benefit the O.C. 
Law Enforcement Memorial Wall: June 
28, rain or shine, Orange County Fire 
Training Facility, 9 Training Center Ln., 
New Hampton, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., regis-
tration starts at 9 a.m., registration $20, 
all makes, models and years welcome, 
club participation $300 cash prize, 
top 30 awards, specialty trophies, K9 
demo and display, 50/50, food trucks. 
All proceeds to support the Memorial 
Wall. FOPLodge957.org. fopcarshow@
yahoo.com. 845-537-5009.

Bike Night: June 29, Buffalo Wild 
Wings, 567 Route 211, Middletown, 5-9 
p.m., trophies, vendors, raffles, 50/50, 
wing eating contest, 20% of every food/
beverage purchase will be donated to 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital. Hosted by 
Wurtsboro HOG and O’Toole’s Har-
ley-Davidson.
 JULY

Liberty Rising Street Fair Car Show: 
July 4, rain or shine, Liberty Elementa-
ry School front parking lot, North Main 
Street, Liberty, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; judg-
ing at 12:30 p.m.; trophies at 3 p.m.; 
parade at noon, registration $15, dash 
plaques to first 30 vehicles registered, 
open to all makes, models and years 
of wheeled vehicles, several awards in-
cluding top 5 to 2006 and newer, top 20 
to 2005 and older. Hosted by Any Make 
Any Model Car Club. Bungst01@gmail.
com, tmatthewsm88@gmail.com.

Rolling Thunder Inc. NY 3 25th 
annual Salute to Veterans Ride & 
Expo: July 11, registration 8-11 a.m., 
Moroney’s Harley-Davidson, 833 Union 
Ave., New Windsor, $20 donation per 
person, ride pins to first 250 registered, 
open to the public, coffee, tea, rolls and 
donuts provided, BBQ served at end of 
ride at Moroney’s, live music, non stop 

ride through Hudson Valley including 
West Point. Support local veterans and 
troops. 845-705-3667, 914-213-7545. 
On Facebook.

Wurtsboro Founders Day Car Show: 
July 11, rain or shine, Sullivan St., 
Wurtsboro, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; judging at 
1 p.m.; trophies at 4 p.m.; parade at 
noon, registration $15, dash plaques to 
first 30 vehicles registered, open to all 
makes, models and years of wheeled 
vehicles, several awards including top 3 
to 2006 and newer, top 12 to 2005 and 
older. Hosted by Any Make Any Model 
Car Club. Bungst01@gmail.com, tmat-
thewsm88@gmail.com.

Wurtsboro HOG St. Jude Poker 
Run & Raffle: July 12, run begins at 
O’Toole’s Harley-Davidson, 4 Sullivan 
St., Wurtsboro, registration 9 a.m.-
noon, registration $20 per person; $15 
per passenger; children under age 
12 admitted for free, non- riders also 
welcome, event party 12:30 - 4 p.m. at 
Mamakating Town Park, raffle grand 
prize of $10,000, $20 per chance. 845-
888-2426.

12th annual “Operation Paws” Car 
Show to Benefit the Humane Society of 
Blooming Grove: July 19, rain date July 
26, Lasser Park, 49 Station Rd., Salis-
bury Mills, registration $15, registration 
9:30 a.m.-noon, trophies awarded at 
2 p.m., music by DJ Hot Rod, food, 
vendors. Hosted by the Hudson Valley 
Hot Rods. hudsonvalleyhotrods@gmail.
com.

Rodtoberfest Vintage Hot Rod and 
Motorcycle Races: July 31-Aug. 1, 
Riedlbauer’s Resort, Round Top, swap 
meet, bier garden, races, food. On 
Facebook.
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AUGUST
The Emerson Resort & Spa Car 

Show: Aug. 2, rain date Aug. 8, The 
Emerson resort & Spa, 5340 Route 
28, Mount Tremper, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
registration $15, music, food, trophies. 
Proceeds benefit Heart of the Catskills 
Humane Society. 845-688-7913. 
buzzeony@gmail.com.

Cruise Nite: Aug. 8, Angelo Canna 
Town Park, Joseph D. Spencer Ln., 
Cairo, 4 p.m., free t-shirt for car cruise 
entrants, parking donations accepted, 
nostalgic awards, 50’s and 60’s tunes. 
518-622-3430.

Mustang Club of Orange County 
Museum Village Car Show: Aug. 9, rain 
date Aug. 16, more details TBA.

Rats Nest Run In Hot Rod Festival 
and Flea Market 2026: Aug. 13-16, 
Blackthorne resort, 340 Sunside Rd., 
Cairo, more than 500 pre 1972 hot 
rods, vendors, burnout pit, mobile 
tattoo parlor, pin up contest, live charity 
auction, lodging and camping, Saturday 
fireworks. On Facebook.

Dubois Farms and Tavern and 
Dutchess Cruisers Car Show: Aug. 15, 
2026, rain date Aug. 16, Dubois Farms, 
209 Perkinsville Rd., Highland, 9 a.m.-
03 p.m., registration until noon, $20 per 
car, music, trophies, giveaways, 50/50, 
animals and more. On Facebook.

SEPTEMBER
Mustang Club of Orange Coun-

ty Tunnel to Towers Foundation Car 
Show: Sept. 6, rain date Sept. 13, more 
details TBA. 

Elsewhere

MAY
Import and Performance Nationals: 

May 15-16, Carlisle Pa., Fairgrounds, 
1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., Carlisle, Pa. carl-
isleevents.com

Americade: May 27-30, Lake 
George, live demos, vendors, stunt 
shows, fireworks and more. Registra-
tion opens in February. On Facebook. 
americade.com.

JUNE
Ford Nationals: June 5-7, Carlisle 

Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., 

Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.com
GM Nationals: June 19-20, Carlisle 

Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., 
Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.com

19th annual Thousand Island River 
Run Bike Rally: June 26-28, Alexandria 
Bay, music, vendors, bike shows, bike 
rides. 315-771-1435. On Facebook.

JULY
Chrysler Nationals: July 10-12, Car-

lisle Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn Mawr 
Rd., Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.com

AUGUST
Truck Nationals: Aug. 7-9, Carlisle 

Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., 
Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.com 

Corvettes at Carlisle: Aug. 27-29, 
Carlisle Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn 
Mawr Rd., Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.
com

SEPTEMBER
Dead Man’s Curve: Sept. 3-6, Delta 

Hotel, Somerset, N.J., pre –‘72 hot 
rods, gassers customs, registration 
starts Jan. 1, 2026, music celebrities, 
TV cars, vendors, swap meet, Thunder 
Alley, and more. Deadmanscurveusa.
com. On Facebook. 

Rods & Roses 3rd annual Car Show: 
Sept. 19, rain date Sept. 20, Wedekind 
Motors, 1595 State St., Schenectady, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., registration $15 per car, 
truck or bike, 50/50, Chinese auction, 
top 20, 5 specialty awards, Bubby’s 
Memorial Pick, top 10 rings. Proceeds 
benefit the American Red Cross. 518-
878-0104, 352-626-2406.

Fall Carlisle: Sept. 30-Oct. 4, Carlisle 
Pa., Fairgrounds, 1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., 
Carlisle, Pa. carlisleevents.com

 OCTOBER
Fall Carlisle Collector Car Auction: 

Oct. 1-2, Carlisle Pa., Fairgrounds, 
1000 Bryn Mawr Rd., Carlisle, Pa. carl-
isleevents.com

Cruise and Bike Nights
Thursday

Raging Knights NY Raffle and Brews 
Bike Night: Every third Thurs., starting 
April 16 through Oct., Clemson Brew-
ery, 22 Cottage St., Middletown, 5 p.m. 

to close, enter for a chance to win a Yeti 
cooler stocked with  top shelf liquor. 
Portion of the proceeds will be donat-
ed to the Arthur C. Luf Children’s Burn 
Camp. 845-775-4638.

Dutchess Cruisers annual Cruise 
Night: Every 1st, 2nd and 4th Thurs., 
starting May 7 through Oct., Giardino 
Italiano Pizza, 827 Route 32, Hopewell 
Junction, 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Friday
Hudson Valley Hot Rods Friday 

Night Cruise: Every other Fri., starting 
May 1 through Sept. 18, 40 Broth-
erhood Plaza Dr., Washingtonville, 
5:30-8:30 p.m., open to all makes and 
models. On Facebook.

Saturday
Mustang Club of Orange County 

Saturday Bi-Weekly Car Cruise: Every 
second and fourth Saturday, starting 
May 9 through Oct., Ruby Tuesdays, 
41 Orange Plaza Ln., Middletown, 4-8 
p.m., all cars welcome, free registration. 
50/50, music, coffee, donuts, must be 
present to win trophy. On Facebook.

Get your events in now 
for 2026! 

Email: myridehv845@gmail.com

My Ride Events

Connecticut & 
The Northeast's Number 

One Motorcycle 
& Car Events 
Web Site and 

Information Network.
 

www.ctcruisenews.com
 

FREE Car 
& Motorcycle Club 

Links Section 
Available Now!

NEW ENGLAND 
OLDSMOBILE CLUB 
29TH ANNUAL ALL 
OLDS CAR SHOW

September 20th 2026, rain date 
Sept 27th

Southington Drive In
995 Meriden Waterbury Turnpike 

Southington Ct
Registration $15 in advance (up 

to two weeks before show); $20 day 
of show. Pre-1950 cars free.
Dash plaques to first 100 cars

Awards in 16 classes
Food, raffles, club merchandise 

available
Music by Rent a DJ

REO vehicles welcome
For more info and registration 

form please see 
Www.neolds.com

Rain date hot line 860-316-4045
Look for us on facebook
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Pet Friendly
Making Dreams Come True, Four Paws at a Time

Local Rescue Spotlight Happily Furever After Rescue
“Sometimes, all an animal needs 

is one person willing to believe in 
them again.”

 
In communities across the country, 

countless animals are waiting for a 
second chance, a safe home, a warm 
bed, and someone willing to believe in 
them again. Behind many of those sec-
ond chances are rescue organizations 
working quietly and tirelessly every 
single day.

One local rescue doing exactly that 
is Happily Furever After Rescue, a 
foster-based, no-kill nonprofit located in 
Bethel, Connecticut.

Founded in 2020, the organization 
is dedicated to rescuing dogs and cats 
that have been abandoned, neglected, 
abused, or left without a place to go. 
Through foster homes, rehabilitation, 
and community support, Happily Furev-
er After Rescue helps animals transition 
from uncertainty into loving forever 
homes.

But behind the rescue is an especial-
ly personal story, one built from heart-
break, hope, and unconditional love.

The Dog Who Inspired It All

Founder Jaclyn Gartner has always 
loved animals, but everything changed 
in 2017 when she rescued a dog 
named Tyler.

Tyler had spent nearly three years 
in a shelter. He had been adopted and 
returned multiple times and was con-
sidered by many to be “the dog no one 
wanted.” But Jaclyn saw something dif-
ferent in him. She gave him the chance 
others had not, and in return, Tyler 
changed her life.

Their bond became inseparable and 
ultimately inspired the creation of Hap-
pily Furever After Rescue.

Before launching the rescue, Jac-
lyn spent years volunteering at a local 
shelter, helping photograph adoptable 
pets, coordinating events, managing 
social media, and working directly with 
animals in need. That hands-on expe-
rience gave her a firsthand look at just 
how many animals desperately needed 

help, and how life-changing rescue 
work could truly be.

In 2021, Tyler sadly passed away 
from aggressive bone cancer at only 
seven years old. Though his loss was 
heartbreaking, his legacy continues 
through every animal saved by the res-
cue he inspired.

 More Than a Shelter

Unlike traditional shelters, Happily 
Furever After Rescue is entirely fos-
ter-based. That means rescued animals 
are placed into temporary homes where 
they can decompress, receive care, 
and experience love and stability before 
being adopted.

For many animals coming from 
difficult situations, that environment can 
make all the difference.

Foster-based rescues also allow vol-
unteers and adopters to better under-
stand each animal’s personality, behav-
ior, and needs. Whether it’s a shy cat 
learning to trust again or a senior dog 
finally experiencing comfort and routine, 
the transformation can be remarkable.

The Importance of Rescue

Organizations like Happily Furev-
er After Rescue depend heavily on 
community support. Adopters, fosters, 
volunteers, donations, and even simple 
social media shares all play a role in 
helping animals find homes.

Rescue work is rarely glamorous. 
It involves long days, emotional situa-
tions, medical care, transport coordina-
tion, fundraising, and constant commit-
ment. But for those involved, seeing 
an animal finally safe and loved makes 
every challenge worthwhile.

Every adoption creates space for 
another life to be saved.

 A Reminder About Second Chances

One of the most powerful things 
about rescue animals is their resilience. 
Despite difficult beginnings, many re-
main incredibly loving, loyal, and eager 
to trust again.

Sometimes all it takes is one person 
willing to say yes.

The next time you consider adding a 
pet to your family, consider visiting your 
local rescue or shelter first. You may 
not only change an animal’s life, you 
may find that they change yours too. 

At Happily Furever After Rescue, 
that belief remains at the center of 
everything they do:

making dreams come true, four 
paws at a time.
 
Learn More & Support the Rescue

To learn more about Happily Furever 
After Rescue, view adoptable pets, ap-
ply to foster, volunteer, or donate, visit 
their website or follow them on social 
media.

Foster-based rescue located in 
Bethel, CT

+1 631-935-3578
www.happilyfureverafter.org
Instagram: www.instagram.com/hap-

pily.furever.after.rescue
Facebook www.facebook.com/happi-

lyfureverafterrescue 
 
Every share, donation, foster home, 

and adoption helps give another animal 
a second chance at a happily ever after.

 
Author Bio

Kathryn Lasky is the founder of KAZ 
Marketing Solutions, a locally owned 
marketing agency working with small 
businesses and community organiza-
tions. An animal lover and advocate for 
pet adoption, she believes in the power-
ful role companionship plays in keeping 
people active, connected, and engaged 
throughout life. She can be reached at 
kazworldwideventuresllc@gmail.com
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Growing up, cars and racing, were 
a constant part of Linda’s life. Her 
dad had been drag racing various 
cars since before she was born and 
eventually opened his own machine 
shop, Don Scinto Automotive, in 
1973. One car that stood out to her 
was his 1967 Camaro, which she 
admired greatly. In 1981, he bought 
her a 1969 Camaro Z28—Rallye 
Green with white stripes and a 302 
engine. Although she was only twelve 
years old and considered just a 
used car, she saw it as something 
special and wanted to learn how to 
drag race like her dad. Her brother 
helped her get started, and before 

long, she matched his time in her car. 
As a reward, he let her take a run in 
his Super Stocker. Experiencing the 
thrill of going as fast in the 1/8 mile in 
his car as she did over the ¼ mile in 
mine was unforgettable to her. Over 
the years, she has taken the Camaro 
to numerous car shows and cruise 
nights, but racing remains her true 
passion.

Through her dad and brother, 
she picked up valuable knowledge 
about engines, watching them handle 
machining and assembly at the shop. 
She tried tackling minor tasks on her 
cars for regular maintenance. After 

many years of driving and racing, the 
engine in her ’69 Camaro needed 
rebuilding, so they decided to remove 
and refresh it together. Once it was 
at the shop, she disassembled the 
engine and cleaned every part. The 
components were in good condition, 
so they honed the block, polished the 
crankshaft, and did a valve job. Next, 
she assisted her dad with the assem-
bly, filing rings and installing them 
on the pistons, fitting them into the 
crankshaft along with new main and 
rod bearings. Her father Don, passed 
away in 2023, and She’s incredibly 
grateful she had the opportunity to 
share this project with him.

Let us know what 
you’ve got planned. 

Send Us Your Events!!
Email dccj14@aol.com. 

Please include your name 
and contact information.
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PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE 
Great Car Rides For Great Causes
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