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Sincerely,

Dr. Brett Bradfield

President, University of Sioux Falls

The President
A Message From

Dear Alumni, Business Community, Church 

Partners and Friends of the University,

Greetings from the University of Sioux Falls. The 

2017-2018 academic year has launched with great 

success on all fronts with the University seeing its largest 

traditional undergraduate enrollment since 2008.  

	 Last month, I had the pleasure of making a landmark 

announcement that few college and university presidents 

experience during their careers. Standing before students, 

colleagues and media, I announced that the University of Sioux 

Falls is resetting tuition by $10,000 effective fall 2018.  The 

result is that current and new students will realize significant 

savings and greater transparency in regard to the cost of a USF 

education. 

	 An overwhelmingly positive response has come from 

our broad cross section of constituents affirming this bold, 

strategic move to relieve the burden of college cost and 

student loan debt. However, I continue to emphasize that this 

was not simply an economic move, but was motivated by our 

mission-centric focus to alleviate the strain that students and 

their families face in affording a college degree.

	 We know that workforce development is an important 

initiative for Sioux Falls in fueling its strong economy. Surveys 

from last year’s senior class indicated that 87 percent of 

our graduates remain and work within a 30-mile radius of 

Sioux Falls. This move is meant to further demonstrate the 

University’s commitment to the community, state and region, 

all of which support our existence. When interacting with 

the businesses that drive our regional economy, I frequently 

have the pleasure of hearing about our graduates that bring 

a distinctly unique set of knowledge, skills and favorable 

dispositional attributes to the workplace. 

	 If we truly believe that education is the gateway to 

opportunity, we must also be committed to making it 

realistically accessible and affordable to those who seek its 

promise, regardless of socioeconomic status. At the University 

of Sioux Falls, we believe in the value of our high-quality, 

intensely personal, Christ-centered educational experience. 

We are dedicated to helping every student become a fully 

engaged citizen.  As a result of this unique educational 

experience, they leave our University ready to serve the 

common good in their families, as leaders in their communities, 

and in their professions. We invite all University stakeholders 

to become fully engaged with our University.  Best wishes. 

“do all things for the 

sake of the gospel that 

you might share in its 

blessings.”

I Corinthians 9:23
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cougars
// Serve

350
usf participants

100
created

informational folders

Inauguration 
Day of Service

assembled

45
fleece blankets

	 Faithful to USF’s heritage and central 

to President  Bradfield’s personal calling, the 

University integrated service into inauguration 

week festivities.  More than 350 faculty, staff 

and students participated in Inauguration Day 

of Service on September 6. Together, they 

made 45 fleece tie-blankets, wrote 110 letters 

to service members, assembled 425 activity 

packs for hospitalized children, labeled 1,000 

envelopes, created 100 informational folders 

and created dozens of thank you notes for 

mentors.

	 USF partnered with seven non-profit 

organizations that day including: 

- Alpha Center

- Avera Children’s Hospital

- The Banquet

- Children’s Inn

- Lutheran Social Services

- Operation Gratitude

- SIMBA Educational Ministries

	 Other inauguration week highlights 

included President’s Chapel on Tuesday, and 

USF’s Campus Community Picnic later that 

day on the USF quad. Hundreds turned out in 

support of the women’s volleyball home opener, 

and the week ended with the season’s opening 

football game.

	 View a photo gallery, video highlights and 

more on the historic week at

 www.usiouxfalls.edu/inauguration.

110
wrote

letters to service members

425
activity packs

for hospitalized children

made

Culture 
for

Service
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Cougaret

Fall   Service

Giving   back in

Cambodia
Hannah Krause and 

Laura Kroeker traveled 

to Cambodia, a country 

recovering from the 

unspeakable tragedy of 

genocide. Compassion, 

willingness and Christ’s love 

guided the trip as the students 

spent time with children, 

repaired homes and offered 

kindness to a hurting 

nation. 

Culture 
for

Service

Living out

USF HAS ENABLED
ME TO PURSUE MY“

”
PASSIONS BOTH 

Nicole Black and Emily 
Johnson, 2016 graduates of 

USF’s Accelerated Nursing 
program, teamed up with 

local physicians this spring to 
provide health screenings and 
wheel chairs in a Guatemalan 

community. Using their 
vocational skills to serve 

unreached communities, Black 
and Johnson live out 

the mission of Culture 
for Service.

Guatemala

Day 2017200 students served at 20+ 

local locations on September 

27 for Fall Service Day 2017, 

a day dedicated to practicing 

Culture for Service in the 

immediate community that 

surrounds USF. From washing 

windows and cleaning up parks 

to sorting clothes, building 

fences and playing with 

children, students invested 

their afternoon back 

into the community. 

Cougaret was conceived 

four years ago as the Theatre 

Department’s way to serve our 

community and has quickly 

become a homecoming tradition 

that honors organizations in 

our city that do transformative 

work. This year eight USF groups 

performed and raised $3,000 

for local organizations thanks to 

generous pledges from our 

friends at Thrivent 

Financial. 

IN AND OUT OF THE 
CLASSROOM.

-LAURA KROEKER ‘18
Theology/English major, Cambodia missionary
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// The Lillibridge 
Track was dedicated 

in 2007 and provides 
opportunities for 
student athletes.

// Cleveland Center is home of the Tom and Cindy 
Lillibridge Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership 

and Innovation.

// Tom and his wife Cindy are 
pictured here at his induction into 
the South Dakota Hall of Fame.
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	 Members of the University of Sioux Falls community mourned the loss 

of Tom Lillibridge, longtime USF Foundation Board and Board of Trustees 

member, who passed into his heavenly home on August 26, 2017. Tom 

was a visionary leader and generous giver, some of his greatest gifts 

to USF included founding its Tom and Cindy Lillibridge Center for 

Entrepreneurial Leadership and Innovation; co-chairing The Greatest 

Gift Campaign, the largest capital campaign in USF’s history; and 

providing for the Lillibridge Track, now one of the Top 10 largest 

in the country. Tom graduated in 1967 from USF, at that time known as 

Sioux Falls College, and most recently served as the chair of the Board 

of Trustees. 

	 “We are forever grateful to Tom and Cindy for blessing the 

University with their time, talent and treasure,” President Brett 

Bradfield says. “Tom’s family legacy runs deep with the University of 

Sioux Falls. He will be remembered for his forward-thinking vision and 

incredible generosity that has positively impacted USF in countless 

Legacy Lives On 
Tom Lillibridge’s
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ways. USF would not be where it is today without the leadership of 

people like Tom,” President Bradfield says. 

	 Tom’s influence and investment at USF and in the state of 

South Dakota took a giant leap forward when he and his wife Cindy 

established the Tom and Cindy Lillibridge Center for Entrepreneurial 

Leadership and Innovation in 2005.

	 Out of his care and love for both his alma mater and his home 

state, Tom believed that giving students the opportunity for their 

‘American Dream’ not only would pay dividends 

for the successful graduate but also would 

provide jobs for fellow South Dakotans as 

graduates from the Center would start their 

own businesses and organizations in their 

home state.

	 “Tom and Cindy’s vision for an 

entrepreneurship program at USF has 

significantly influenced the lives of numerous 

students by providing them with the necessary 

tools to create, start and develop small 

businesses in a variety of industries,” says 

Dr. Bruce Watley, Assistant Professor of Business Administration 

and Director of Entrepreneurial Leadership & Innovation. “They have 

impacted the business program at USF in countless ways ranging 

from teaching students the importance of stewardship and the 

impact entrepreneurs can have in the communities they reside in 

to developing their self-efficacy toward entrepreneurship activities 

through project-based learning.” 

	 The entrepreneurship program at USF was one of the first in the 

state of South Dakota to offer unique program features that have a 

direct impact on the student experience like the IdeaLab classroom, 

curriculum to teach individuals a proprietary process model for 

developing innovative work behaviors and first-class faculty who 

are alumni of the University of Oxford and successful entrepreneurs 

themselves. Their vision and gift was critical to developing the next 

generation of entrepreneurs in the region. 

	 A prime example of Tom and Cindy’s impact on students’ success 

can be seen through Entrepreneurial Studies and Media Studies alumna 

Kelli (Bones ‘14) Kissack. Kelli serves as the Marketing Director for Octane 

AI, an artificial intelligence company based in San Francisco, California. 

In Octane AI’s first year of business, the company was featured in the 

New York Times and TechCrunch. Kelli also has a photography business 

and specializes in equine and western photography. She has learned to be 

extremely adaptable and a self-starter as she works remotely, spending 

half of her time in the Black Hills and the other half near Fort Worth, Texas, 

for her husband’s career in the professional 

rodeo circuit.

	 “The Tom and Cindy Lillibridge Center 

for Entrepreneurial Leadership and Innovation 

was a game changer for my life and career,” Kelli 

says. “I came into college not knowing what I 

wanted to do or study, and the entrepreneurship 

program helped me fall in love with business, 

as well as the people and stories within the 

business community. I learned the basic skills 

needed to lead a team  and make educated 

business decisions and was encouraged to 

try things and to fail. We learn by doing, so being pushed to try new and 

uncomfortable things was a key part of my education.”

	 In addition to establishing the Lillibridge Center for Entrepreneurial 

Leadership and Innovation, one of Tom’s most noteworthy contributions 

to the University includes his involvement in The Greatest Gift Campaign, 

which raised over $31 million. In addition Tom served as the chair of the 

USF Foundation Board from 2008 to 2011 and both gave and encouraged 

others to support student scholarship endowments.

	 Tom and his wife Cindy have lived in Bonesteel, South Dakota, since 

they were married in 1974. They have traveled extensively around the 

world including seventeen hunting safaris in various African countries 

and additional safaris in Australia, New Zealand, New Caledonia, Spain, 

Argentina, Scotland, England, Sweden and Mexico, and hunting trips in 

several Canadian provinces and many states in the U.S. Tom earned the 

Safari Club International’s Crowning Achievement Award, which placed 

him among the elite big game hunters in the world.

Center for entrepreneurial 

“The Tom and cindy lillibridge 

a game changer for my 			 

leadership and innovation was 

	 life and career.”
entrepreneurial leadership

//  Tom and Cindy host Entrepreneurship 
majors in their home in Bonesteel, SD.

//  Many gather for the official ribbon cutting 
of the Lillibridge Track in 2007.

//  Tom and Cindy on one of the 
numerous hunting trips that took 
them around the world.

//  Tom and Cindy 
Lillibridge
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MBA student Wilson Kubwayo is pursuing his lifelong dream as a motivational speaker 

encouraging diverse audiences to ‘live life to their fullest potential.’ Wilson knows all 

about overcoming obstacles. Born in the small African country of Burundi, he was 

forced to leave his home due to the ethnic Tutsi-Hutu Civil War. His family migrated 

to a Tanzanian refugee camp, where Wilson lived until they moved to the United 

States when he was 13. “I help my audiences become aware of their mind viruses: a 

negative way of thinking based on circumstances or experiences that have taken 

place in one’s life,” he says. “When you become aware of your mind-virus, it improves 

your productivity, energy, and most importantly, it restores your confidence.” Wilson 

credits the MBA program for helping him cultivate his entrepreneurial and leadership 

skills and ultimately reach his career goals. “What drew me to USF was the sense of 

community. This year I have been able to build friendships with my classmates and 

pursue new business opportunities through these connections.”  

Xavier Scarlett
// Sioux city, Iowa

Allison Tuttle 
// Granite Falls, MN

Wilson Kubwayo 
// Burundi, Africa

Student 
Spotlight

“The honors program has opened up doors for me to learn and be challenged that I wouldn’t 

have had otherwise,” says Theology & Philosophy and English double major Allison Tuttle. 

Being a part of the honors program brought new depths to Allison’s academic endeavors. 

She is currently pursuing research on theologian Karl Barth for her final honors thesis, 

which is a topic she chose after studying his work in a History of Christianity class. “Barth 

expressed the love that God has for a wandering, unworthy people in a way that painted 

a more true and sovereign picture of God than I had encountered before,” she explains. 

“I wanted a chance to learn more.” The opportunity to research in-depth theology comes 

alongside other opportunities she has experienced in the honors program like studying 

with students from all around the world at the Institute of Linguistics, an opportunity 

provided by a travel grant. On track to graduate in December of 2017, Allison reflects on 

her educational experience:  “The honors program made college more difficult but in the 

best kind of way—the way that fed my ever-growing hunger to learn.”

Xavier Scarlett ‘19 has his sights set on a future in ophthalmology. Xavier 

challenges the traditional status quo with his educational pursuits by not only 

majoring in Biology but also pairing it with a double major in Theology. “I’ve always 

wanted to be a surgeon,” Xavier says, “specifically, because my family has bad vision. I want 

to do everything in my might to try and correct vision problems.” With a personal investment 

in his career aspirations, Xavier presses into his education not only for professional career 

development but also to mold and shape his life as he grows in his personal relationship 

with God. “I hope to use my biology degree to become a surgeon and use my theology 

degree to tie faith into my work as a surgeon,” he says. Xavier unites his career goals with 

a bigger vision to share his faith with others, a unique opportunity provided by liberal arts 

education.  Xavier is a hard worker in and out of the classroom and is involved in track and 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes and represents USF as an admissions ambassador.

//  Many gather for the official ribbon cutting 
of the Lillibridge Track in 2007.
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Tuition Reset

	 On October 5, USF boldly 

announced it is taking a meaningful step 

in addressing the rising cost of college 

tuition by resetting its undergraduate 

tuition price by $10,000 to $17,980. 

The change, which will take effect in the 

fall of 2018 for all new and returning 

students, will bring tuition back to levels 

last seen in 2007-08.                               

	 The move builds upon USF’s 

long history of providing generous 

financial assistance and places the 

University among the most affordable 

institutions in the region. It helps make 

USF’s high-quality, intensely personal, 

Christ-centered educational experience 

accessible to more students of diverse 

socioeconomic backgrounds—from first 

generation students to fifth generation 

students.

	 “At the core of the USF experience 

is our belief that our students should 

be preparing to live fully engaged lives 

in their professions and in the fabric of 

their communities,” says USF President 

Brett Bradfield. “But for too many 

students, that experience seemed 

out of reach based on an initial 

glance at our price tag. For too many 

graduates, student loan debt was an 

obstacle to personal and professional 

success. What we’re doing is bold, it’s 

sensible, and it’s time." 

	 Under the tuition reset, new 

freshman enrolling in the fall of 

2018 can expect to save over $5,000 

over four years, when factoring in 

a standard 3 percent annual tuition 

increase each year. Current students 

will see the new tuition price for the 

next academic year instead of one 

that likely would have increased at 

least 3 percent.

	 Thanks to the reset, the 

University’s generous student 

scholarship and financial assistance 

dollars will go further and out-of-

pocket costs will be reduced.

	 “The cost of higher education 

is one of the top issues families 

across the country and in our region 

are grappling with—they know the 

“At the core of the 

USF experience is 

our belief that our 

Students Should be 

preparing to live fully 

engaged Lives.”

-President Bradfield 

.

1,435
Total Students

1,215
Undergrad
students

238
students in Continuing 
& Professional Studies 

programs

Advances USF’s Mission
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Chart	Title

12345678910

value of a college 

degree but aren’t 

sure how to make 

it work within their 

family budget,” 

says Aimee Vander 

Feen, vice president 

for enrollment 

management at 

USF. “Now, we can 

confidently tell 

families that, thanks to the tuition 

reset and our continued commitment 

to financial assistance, everything 

USF offers is within reach of their 

daughter or son.”

	 In addition to the tuition reset, 

USF announced it would freeze room 

and board costs from last year, adjust 

financial aid dollars in accordance 

with the new tuition structure and 

institute a general University fee of 

$300 per year. This fee—one of the 

institution’s few—will also take effect 

in the fall of 2018 and will support 

student-related amenities and 

services. 

       “We have 

done our due 

diligence and 

are proud 

that neither 

program quality 

nor range of 

offerings will be 

reduced due to 

the reset,” President Bradfield says.

	 This announcement comes at 

an exciting moment in the history of 

USF, in the first year under President 

Bradfield’s leadership and as the 

institution embarks on its 135th year.                                                                                                                                   

	 In late August, USF welcomed 

one of its largest-ever incoming 

freshman classes, just months after 

a record-high number of graduates 

received their diplomas from USF in 

May.

“. . . financial 

assistance dollars 

will go further and 

out-of-pocket costs 

will be reduced.”

43% 25%

8%
20%
Other 

22 States, 4 countries

57% Out of State

Full Time Freshman

In September USF

From

276

Where’s the Freshman Class from?

Wesleyan 6 %

Evangelical 6 %

Assemblies of God 6 %

TOP DENOMINATIONS
REPORTED

Visit usiouxfalls.edu/tuitionreset for 

additional information.

Lutheran 

21%

 

Methodist

9%Catholic

13%

9%
Christian
Reformed

Non-Denominational 9%

Presbyterian 7%

Baptist

14%

*

* 50% claimed other or unknown

welcomed its second-largest-ever 

incoming 

class of 
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                	          Under different circumstances, Dr. Brett 

Bradfield may have become a forest ranger 

or an orthopedic surgeon. But, while serving as a 

teacher’s aide in college at Whittier Middle School in 

Sioux Falls, Bradfield was hooked by education, setting 

him on the path to the presidency at the University of 

Sioux Falls. 

	     In his 17th year at USF, Bradfield has held a number 

of roles on campus, including serving as Provost  and Vice 

President of Academic Affairs. Earlier this year he took over 

leadership of USF, a 134-year old faith-based, liberal arts institution, 

with his focus of continuing the school’s legacy of integrating faith 

and learning.

Outwardly, Bradfield is energetic with a witty sense of humor and 

welcomes everyone he meets. Inwardly, he is an introspective and 

honest man of faith with integrity who values the people in his life. 

A father of four who is married to his college sweetheart, he 

loves his Starbucks Coffee and throws the football around with his 

grandsons—he even did so at the Inaugural picnic. He once played in 

a band (guitar) and loves life so much that he will capture and release 

flies as not to harm them.  For an inside look at USF’s newest leader, 

read on.

Q & A with the
President
Dr. Brett Bradfield
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DR. BRADFIELD: “He is a husband, father, grandfather, 

a friend, a committed family member, a dedicated 

professional and a Christian. All those operate with 

synergy in forming my life. What makes me tick is 

experiencing new and different things in life. I love 

problem solving of all kinds. I especially cherish the 

importance of building relationships with people no 

matter who they are and what they are involved in.”

Let’s zoom out and get personal. Who exactly is Dr. 
Brett Bradfield?  

What was your life like growing up?

Q&A with 
Dr. Bradfield

First lady

Jane 
at o’gorman
teaches

Together
They

children
4have

and 
Seven
Grandchildren

DR. BRADFIELD: “I was an only child with incredible 

parents, Stan and Selma. My father was a city fireman 

and my mom was a Tupperware manager. There was 

incredible love in the household. I had a younger 

brother, Rhett, who died young  at 1 ½ years old. I 

learned the value of how to treat people with dignity 

and respect and to look out for the underdog. I 

learned the value of hard work, independence and to 

be honest without exception.”

When and how did faith become part of who you are?

DR. BRADFIELD: “Without question it came from 

my parents. Both were very involved in Eastside 

Lutheran Church. Like any child, you need guidance 

from your parents, and faith was a large part of 

our life. After marrying Jane and the birth of first 

children, twins (Brittany and Brooke), we made a 

decision that our denominational persuasions needed 

to merge for family reasons. Father James Bream, a 

good friend, who is now retired, became a significant 

influence in my life and offered invaluable guidance in 

my walk of faith as a husband and father.”

USF’s newly inaugurated 23rd president talks tuition reset, university 
vision and personal experiences that have made him who he is today

USF staff writer Dan Genzler sits down with President Bradfield for a quick take on some big issues and gets a 

behind-the-scenes look at his life.

The tuition reset announcement was a bold move for 
the university—you have certainly kicked off your 
presidency with a bang. Why reset tuition?  

DR. BRADFIELD: “It’s a bold move as well as a 

strategic one that has the University’s mission 

at its core. By being more transparent about the 

bottom-line costs of a USF degree, we believe we are 

helping more students to see the true value of a USF 

education. USF’s 2017-2020 strategic plan targets 

increased enrollment, and after examining the 

numbers and the marketplace, we believe this reset 

supports this goal.”

In your inaugural Address  in September, you said 
you can see an ‘alternative future’ for higher 
education. How does the tuition reset fit into this 
vision, and specifically, is there more to come? 

DR. BRADFIELD: “If we truly believe in the power 

of lifelong learning and education, then we must 

also ensure it remains accessible and affordable to 

all who seek its promise of providing a gateway to 

opportunity. Over my 17+ years at the University, 

we have remained committed to strategic planning 

that seamlessly aligns with our vision for the 

future. Recently, I heard a speaker on the topic of 

digital transformation in business. The speaker 

mentioned a recent survey of business owners 

in which 48 percent of them indicated that they 

could not predict where their business would be 

in three years due to the rapid increase in digital 

transformation. If this 

is true, and if higher 

education has a role in 

preparing our students 

for such unpredictable 

futures, how can we 

refuse to consider an 

alternative future for 

our own enterprise? 

Stay tuned.”

1

1Inauguration was held September 7, 2017, at the Meredith Auditorium in the Jeschke Fine Arts Center on the USF campus. View a gallery of photos, 

watch a highlights reel and more at usiouxfalls.edu/inauguration.

Did you always want to work in higher education?  

DR. BRADFIELD: “When we are younger, I think some 

of us dream about becoming a pro athlete. I was able  

to temper that with a sense of reality for myself! I 

loved orthopedic medicine, and I thought about going 

//  The Bradfield family
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What is it about Dr. Brett Bradfield that people 
don’t know? Parting thoughts?

The traditional    
Culture for Service
that is, we seek to foster   
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

 for service to God and 
humankind in the world.

motto of the University is

of mature  Christian persons 

DR. BRADFIELD: “I like Starbucks. I love humor. 

I think it is healthy to have appropriate fun 

and not get too serious about ourselves or 

about life. Sometimes you need to laugh 

at yourself, and sometimes you have 

to laugh with friends and family. 

I grew up in a family with great 

outdoorsmen. I own a shotgun, 

but I can’t kill a thing. I have 

been known by my grandchildren 

to jump into a window well to save 

a baby rabbit, baby gopher or frog and 

return it to its rightful habitat. I sometimes 

catch flies and release them outside. Life is 

wonderful and tests you every day. When you 

mix humor, thought and love, you have a good 

day.”

2President Bradfield graduated Summa Cum Laude with three majors from Dakota State University. Upon graduation he joined the staff at Harrisburg (SD) School District, where he was a coach and teacher. 

Eventually he switched tracks and secured a master’s degree in counseling at the University of South Dakota and launched a K-12 counseling program in the Harrisburg School District. Influenced by former 

USD professor Dr. Janice Ebersdorfer, he earned a doctorate in educational administration from USD. After leaving Harrisburg, he took on a role as principal at O’Gorman High School in 1991 before arriving 

at USF in 2000 for a newly created position at the University that started his journey at USF. For a full bio, visit usiouxfalls.edu/inauguration/about-president-bradfield. 

It sounds like once you got into it, higher education 
was a breeze. Is that true?   

DR. BRADFIELD: “It was never a perfectly straight 

path. One summer I took a special education 

course, and I heard about this professor, Dr. Jan 

Ebersdorfer. She had a tremendous reputation for 

rigorous classes. The first paper I wrote looked like 

someone bled on it. On the fourth page and to my 

surprise, I had an A. She wrote, ‘I would like to talk 

to you about some possibilities in the future.’ Dr. 

Ebersdorfer talked me into applying for the doctoral 

program, which started my journey. I was so thrilled 

and honored that she came to the USF Inauguration. 

She is in her late 80s and of course health issues can 

become a concern, but she came.”

Was there anything else special about 
inauguration, and the process of becoming 
president that stands out? 

DR. BRADFIELD: “I know it can sound cliché, but as 

I stood there, I said to myself, ‘do not lose sight that 

this is a university with a 134-year history, and you 

are here for a snapshot. Honor that moment.’ I am 

a big movie line guy—at the end of Saving Private 

Ryan, as Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) is dying, 

he grabs Private Ryan, and says, ‘Earn this.’ Legacy 

is earned.”

Who have some of your 
mentors been? 

DR. BRADFIELD: “Dr. Leon Swier, 

my first superintendent, was 

the one to first encourage  me to 

pursue graduate education. One of 

the messages from Dr. Swier was, ‘Hire 

people smarter than you. It will help the 

organization grow, and you will learn from 

them.’ Dr. Tom Lorang hired me as principal 

at O’Gorman and gave me an early opportunity 

to advance my career. Dr. Margaret Mary Clark 

at O’Gorman was the pinnacle of service. 

She taught me the importance of faith and 

service to others. From the heart, my wife, 

Jane, who serves as my quasi-conscience 

and my best friend, is someone who 

encourages me to look at the world 

in a different way before jumping 

to decisions and conclusions. She 

gets me to look at life through a 

different lens. Sometimes she will 

grab my arm and tell me to hold that 

thought for a minute, and perhaps let 

it go.”

Disney Classics or Modern Pixar with your 
grandkids?

DR. BRADFIELD: “Definitely Disney Classics!  The old 

classics are ageless and cross generations.”

to law school. Being a first-generation learner, I 

was not really ready to take on those challenges, or 

least that is what I believed at that time. My father 

was a bit of an outdoorsman, so I became somewhat 

interested in forestry and conservation. During my 

last semester as a senior in high school, I had the 

opportunity to work as a teacher’s aid at Whitter 

Middle School in Sioux Falls. Little did I know that 

this experience would have a profound impact on 

influencing my career track. I fell in love with working 

with young people, and the experience proved pivotal 

in pursing a career in education.2

// USF First Lady Jane and President Bradfield
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The fireplace is on, Christmas presents are wrapped 

under the tree, and the family gathers around the 

television sipping hot cocoa as the familiar melodies of 

Christmas music fill the air. It is moments like these we 

cherish in our memory. This Christmas, thanks to a group 

of generous donors, USF has the honor of helping create 

memories like this as the Concert Chorale provides 

sweet Christmas melodies on your TV. It is because of 

donors such as Dick and Shirley Barcus that a very special 

University of Sioux Falls Christmas Music Special will be 

airing on South Dakota Public Broadcasting television on 

Christmas Eve at 3:30 p.m. and on Christmas Day at 8:30 
a.m. The couple says coming home after church to watch 

Christmas choir specials on Christmas Eve is a tradition 

for them. Dick and Shirley Barcus both attended USF and 

are college sweethearts who were active members of 

the choir. It’s a tradition they are excited to share with all 

alumni and friends of the university to usher in the Christmas spirit with the excellence 

of the Concert Chorale’s angelic melodies. For more details on the Christmas special, 

email: brittany.hanson@usiouxfalls.edu.

 USF Concert Chorale presents 

Madrigal Dinners
Nov. 30–Dec. 2

Tickets: usiouxfalls.edu/madrigals

its  First-Ever Televised 
Christmas Special

54th Annual
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cougar
// family

Princeton-educated USF Philosophy professor Dr. James Foster recently published an unprecedented book, Thomas Reid 

on Religion. The book is derived from years of collected research, one of which he spent in Aberdeen, Scotland, on a 

Fulbright Scholarship as a member of the Research Institute for Irish and Scottish Studies. The book is first of its kind 

in nature, as it compiles in one place Thomas Reid’s notes on religion, a topic the historic philosopher rarely wrote 

explicitly about. As a professor active in his own field of study, Foster hopes to inspire students to take seriously 

our inherited tradition. “Being venerable does not make an idea right, but it does make it human,” Foster says. “We 

can learn from those who came before us because they are like us. Indeed, from the perspective of the kingdom of God, 

they are us.” This year Dr. Foster became director of USF’s Honors Program and strives to encourage exceptional students 

to explore widely, to think creatively and critically, to study earnestly, to live enthusiastically, to serve sincerely—to engage 

wholeheartedly and with integrity the world of ideas, scholarship, culture and service.

Since the USF School of Nursing’s inception in 2010, Dr. Ashley Holen has played a vital role in the program’s 

success. She started as one of USF’s first clinical instructors,  teaching students on the cardiac floor at Sanford 

USD  Medical Center. Even while earning a Master of Science degree in Nursing Education and a doctorate 

in Nursing Practice-Family Nurse Practitioner, Dr. Holen continued to progress in her career at USF. Several 

years ago Dr. Holen earned the title of Assistant Professor. “She is the epitome of a lifelong learner, always 

striving to get better and to learn more, and she relays this passion to her students,” says colleague Cheri 

Kovalenko, USF Associate Professor of Nursing. In addition to teaching at USF, Dr. Holen also practices nursing 

and is certified by the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners. This real-world experience—coupled with her 

expert knowledge especially in family practice, care across the lifespan, and emergency room—provides her students 

with a holistic classroom experience in which they can excel. 

Disney, Tiffany and Company and the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) employ some of the world’s brightest 

company executives, and Dr. Bruce Watley is studying strategy and innovation alongside them while he continues 

his education at the University of Oxford Saïd Business School in the United Kingdom. Through this, Dr. Watley  

is taking his knowledge in the filed of entrepreneurship to new heights. His expertise in the field, paired with 

his real-world experience of owning and operating manufacturing businesses for over 20 years, is greatly 

benefiting USF’s next generation of entrepreneurs. “Entrepreneurship can be very difficult to teach if you 

have not experienced it firsthand,” he says. Dr. Watley puts theory in action to give his students an advantage 

in today’s competitive job market. His ultimate goal for his students stretches farther than ensuring their success 

as entrepreneurs. He ultimately hopes to instill in them the importance of being good stewards of God’s resources, 

allowing them to invest in the community and make a difference in the lives of others. 

Dr. James Foster|Assistant Professor of Theology and Philosophy

Dr. Ashley HOlen|Assistant Professor of Nursing

Dr. Bruce Watley|Assistant Professor of Business Administration/   		                              

Faculty 
Spotlight

Director Entrepreneurial Leadership & Innovation



17 USF MAGAZINE // Fall 2017



Fall 2017// USF MAGAZINE 18

	 For University of Sioux Falls junior wide receiver A. J. 

Garrow, Cougar Days has a special significance. 

	 As the grandson of legendary USF head football coach 

Bob Young, Garrow has grown up around the tradition-rich 

USF Football program and attended numerous on-campus 

homecoming events. It is a perspective that has helped 

him understand how to navigate the various challenges of 

homecoming week, including his studies, football practices, a 

whirlwind of campus activities, and getting his mind right 

to play the football game on Saturday.

	 “For me, it is an honor to be able to play in the 

homecoming game,” says Garrow, whose grandfather won 

a program-best 172 games as head coach and led USF to 

its first national title in 1996. “This is one of the games 

that helps to remind me where this program started and 

how it was built. It is an opportunity to be able to carry 

Cougars Celebrate 

Homecoming

Garrow and football teammates cherish the opportunity 
to represent USF on homecoming



19 USF MAGAZINE // Fall 2017

“You know that you 
are carrying on the 
tradition that the 

alumni helped build.”

on the tradition that has 

been built here at USF 

long before my time,” 

says Garrow. 

	 Growing 

up around the 

team, Garrow became 

acquainted with many of the 

great players and coaches that 

have come through the program. 

	 Garrow is a junior business 

management major, who has 

helped lead nationally ranked (No. 

15) University of Sioux Falls 

to a 8-1 start in 2017. That 

experience has inspired 

him to perform to his 

best. Garrow knows 

that guarantees 

are never part 

of the agreement 

to play the game of 

football. He says a student-

athletes’ willingness to put 

in the effort and to never say 

“quit” are what defines the USF 

program.

	 “When I look up into the 

stands after the (homecoming) 

game ends and see the guys 

that have come back and how 

proud they are, it’s a really 

amazing feeling.  You 

know that you are carrying on 

the tradition that the alumni 

helped build,” Garrow says. 		

       The University of Sioux Falls’ 

homecoming celebration dates 

to 1923, long before Garrow 

or Young were born. 	

	 During the past 94 years, 

USF has a homecoming history 

which includes parades, 

comedy, music, theatre and, 

of course, athletics. This year 

alone, activities included the 

likes of the “Royalty Reveal,” in 

which the 14 candidates were 

announced. Comedian Mike 

Paramore 

followed 

the next 

night and 

the week 

included 

a Family 

Carnival, Royalty Talent 

Show, Alumni Art Exhibition, 

Grocery Store Bingo contest, 

Homecoming Chapel and of 

course the highly popular 

Cougaret, which included 

various student groups 

competing.  All of these 

festivities, led into the game 

on Saturday, which included 

the coronation of the student 

royalty at halftime of the game.

	 Like Garrow, fellow USF 

standout Nicholas Stanke 

appreciates everything that 

homecoming represents, 

both present and past. He 

understands the long history 

of homecoming at USF, which 

includes the football program 

and those who wore the 

purple and white. “I love the 

atmosphere (of homecoming),” 

says Stanke, who has started 

three straight years at tight end. 

“There is a different vibe on 

campus.  I 

think the 

students 

enjoy it, 

because 

it’s a great 

way for 

them to meet different people 

with all the events on campus,” 

Stanke says. “It is also very 

important to keep your eye on 

the prize during homecoming 

week, and that is doing what is 

needed both as a member of the 

team and as a student.”

	 Stanke is a senior nursing 

major from Eau Claire, 

Hall of Fame
Tears, emotion, smiles and congratulations filled the 

McDonald Center as six individuals and the 2002-03 women’s 

basketball team were inducted into the USF Athletics Hall of 

Fame on September 22. The seven inductees raises the USF 

Hall of Fame inductee list to 42. Inductees included Chad 

Cavender (2006-07, football), Monterey, California; 

Mike Dvoracek (2003-06, football), Harrisburg, South Dakota; 

Steve Hackel (1968-71, men's track and field), Midlothian, 

Illinois; Stephanie Bowers Hiatt (1993-96, volleyball), Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota; Antony Overbaugh (1987-91, men's 

basketball), Danville, California; and Nicole Puettmann Reuter 

(1997-2000, women's track and field), Casper, Wyoming. The 

USF
//The 1938 
Homecoming King 
Duane Greenfield 
delivers the 
homecoming  game 
ball.

// Cougar fans 
cheer on their 

team at the 
football 

game.

// 2017 Homecoming King Cody 
Bollweg and Queen Kendall Ward
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Wisconsin. He says maintaining 

the same routine throughout 

the week keeps him balanced.

	 “I know there is so much 

excitement all week, but I also 

want to make sure that I don’t 

burn myself out and am ready to 

play the game,”  he says.

	 Preparing for the 

homecoming game stirs 

emotions and gives Stanke 

goose bumps.

	 “We have a rich tradition 

here, which was built by many of 

those who will be in attendance 

at the game. So, you give 

everything you have and hope 

that you are on the winning 

side when it is over,” Stanke 

says. “But regardless, you will 

remember this homecoming 

week and the game. The 

memories will stick with you for 

life.”

For more than 40 years, Ken “SID” Kortemeyer 

has been a part of the University of Sioux 

Falls.  In nearly a half century of service to the 

private, Christian university, Kortemeyer has 

made contributions in a multitude of ways, 

witnessed significant advancement and growth 

and shown unwavering loyalty. “This is the place 

where I always felt I should be. I’ve done a lot of 

things and worked with incredible people,” says 

Kortemeyer, who was recently recognized by President Brett Bradfield 

for his tremendous dedication and service to USF.   As a student, he had 

intentions of becoming a teacher. After graduating in 1974, he convinced 

USF to hire him, though not as a teacher. Over the next 40 years, he worked 

in various roles including 10 years as athletic director and another 10 years 

as golf coach. His nickname “SID” is derived from serving as the school 

sports information director. Over time, he has taught various classes 

and mentored many students and colleagues. Today he remains a senior 

administrator, chipping in whenever something needs to be done. “USF’s 

strength is its identity of retaining a Christian mission,” Kortemeyer says. 

“It is why this place means so much to so many.” He retains a tremendous 

memory of special moments in campus history and lists seminal moments 

as USF taking on university status in 1995 and winning the NAIA national 

football title in 1996. “It is a special place with wonderful people. But, 

I really believe the best is yet to come.” SID was inducted into the USF 

Athletics Hall of Fame in 2000.

has always been with USF
SID’s heart 

2002-03 USF Women's Basketball Team was represented by former 

Head Coach Katie Dailey of Sioux Falls, and former players Jill Austin 

Flint and Courtney Farrell Wynthein spoke on behalf of the team. 

The "Voice of the Cougars" Tom Frederick served as master of 

ceremonies while USF President Brett Bradfield welcomed attendees 

and inductees. In addition, USF Director of Athletics Josh Snyder 

updated attendees on USF 

Athletics and presented each 

inductee with a gift. 

// Members of the 2002-03 Women’s Basketball Team receive recognition 
at halftime of  USF-Minnesota Crookston game.

// Pictured above is the famous “SID  afro”.

 // Stephanie Hiatt, a 2002-03 Women’s Basketball player, receives a special 
gift from Josh Snyder.
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Students moving into the dorms on August 

26 got a surprise greeting and aid from eleven 

alumni and their spouses who reunited on check-

in day to help students move into their new 

homes. These 1967 graduates gathered 50 years later to support parents leaving students 

at college for the first time with words of encouragement and stories of their own USF 

experiences. The group gathered from all across the country stretching from New York to 

Colorado. These lifelong friends have made a point to stay in touch, starting with a friends 

group newsletter, which evolved  into a round robin letter and now takes the form of emails. 

Today, their friendship bond remains stronger than ever.

Giving Day 
Supports scholarships

Coffee. Coffee. Coffee. It’s the fuel of late night 

study sessions, early morning classes and great 

conversations. The campus coffee shop recently 

got a new name and menu. Now called Cooper’s 

Café, the local hotspot proudly serves a full 

Starbucks menu. Stop in and see what all the 

excitement is about! Maybe you will run into the 

legend and USF mascot Cooper the Cougar.

Cooper’s café opens 

USF alumni and friends made history on March 

22, 2017, by pledging to the University’s first-ever 

Giving Day! A total of 198 donors gave $63,568 in 

36 hours. The initiative engaged not only friends of 

the University but also alumni and students ranging 

from graduation years between 1949 to 2017. 

All the funds raised went directly to the general 

academic scholarship fund. Save the date for next 

spring’s Giving Day on March 21—22, 2018 . 

 years

 later

// bulletin
cougar

 Alumni Reunite on Check-in Day

 50 
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// BIRTHS

Gregory Alpers ‘74 and Tabitha 
welcomed Grace James on Dec. 16, 
2016, Lakeland, FL.

David McIntosh ‘92 and Ana welcomed 
Daxon John on Dec. 8, 2016.

Travis Whalen ‘00 and Melissa 
welcomed Hunter Claire on June 1, 
2015, Flint, MI.

Chris Albers ‘02 and Amy welcomed 
Haven Rae on Jan. 11, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Jill (Austin ‘04) Flint and Mike welcomed 
Caleb John on March 2, 2017.

Paul ‘05 and Amy (Murren ‘05) Heinert 
welcomed Laton Grace Reilly on Nov. 2, 
2016, Sioux Falls.

Tanya (Mark ‘05) Lemmon and 
Christopher welcomed Christopher John 
Otto on Dec. 17, 2015, St. Louis, MO.

Charles Scott ‘05 and Teresa welcomed 
Sutton James on Feb. 2, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Brady Olson ‘06 and Angie welcomed 
Leighton Grace on Jan. 2, 2017, Sioux 
Falls.

Jeremy ‘07 and Kelly (Cunningham ‘07) 
Iversen welcomed Tatum on Aug. 4, 
2016, Sioux Falls.

Marvin ‘07 and Jenna (VanHeerde ‘11) 
Smoot welcomed Kirk Allyn on Dec. 9, 
2016, Sioux Falls.

Samantha (Gumina ‘08) Baruzzini and 
Dane welcomed Stella Grace on April 6, 
2017.

Melissa (Stee ‘08) Christoffer and Josiah 
welcomed Cohen Lewis on Oct. 1, 2015, 
Sioux Falls.

Nicholas Benedetto ‘09 and Kelsey 
welcomed Rocco James on May 27, 
2017, Fort Morgan, CO.

Taylor ‘09 and Heidi (Wolff ‘08) Calmus 
welcomed Theodore Lawrence on Dec. 
28, 2015.

Shawn Flanagan ‘09 and Whitney 
welcomed Mya Grace on Jan. 3, 2017, 
Hartford, SD.

Kelley (VanHeerde ‘09) Gruneich and 
Nick welcomed Evan on Dec. 18, 2015.

Katie (Moeller ‘09) Pickard and Nathan 
welcomed Holden on Jan. 9, 2017, 
Rutland, SD.

Courtney Lens ‘10 and Andrew Gaspar 
welcomed Dravlin Drew on Feb. 11, 
2017.

Kelcey (Anderson ‘10) Smith and 
Brenton welcomed Titus Paul on April 
1, 2016.

Ali (Clevenger ‘11) Slawski and Josh 
welcomed Lincoln in Dec. 2016.

Rachel (Pravecek ‘12) Giblin and Eric 
welcomed Brooks James on April 4, 2015 
and Trae Dean on Aug. 26, 2016.

Cameron ‘12 and Tracy (Schreurs ‘13) 
Kerkhove welcomed Finley Grace on 
April 1, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Nejla Smith ‘13 welcomed Evia on Jan. 
21, 2016, Sioux Falls.

Haley (Williams ‘13) Watzek and Logan 
welcomed Adalynn Ann on June 19, 
2017, Sioux Falls.

Blake Wilkes ‘13 and Lana welcomed 
Thea Joy on Feb. 20, 2017, Portland, OR.

Benjamin ‘14 and Sara (Watt ‘15) 
Whitley welcomed Oliver Kevin on Jan. 
2, 2017.

Alex ‘15 and Morgan (DeLange ‘15) 
Robey welcomed Decorah James on July 
7, 2016, Sioux Falls.

Rebecca (Wessel ‘15) Svoboda and 
Colby welcomed Emmie on Dec. 6, 2016, 
Columbus, NE.

Nathan and Diandra Hofer welcomed 
Aletta Joy on Jan. 1, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Chris Johnson and Amy welcomed Lucy 
Giles on Jan. 2, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Zachary Mathers and Lisa welcomed 
Willa Evelyn on Jan. 19, 2017, Sioux Falls.

Lisa Riddle and Nathan welcomed Mollie 
Rae on Feb. 8, 2017, Sioux Falls.

David McIntosh ‘92 married Ana 
Meadows on Jan. 23, 2016.

David Anfenson ‘09 married Chelsea 
Maxwell on June 19, 2015.

Loralee Grimmius ‘10 married Brian 
Barnum on April 15, 2017.

Ali Clevenger ‘11 married Josh Slawski 
on Aug. 8, 2015.

Aleasha DeVaney ‘12 married Justin 
Snyder on Sept. 26, 2015.

Ethan Batschelet ‘12 married Ashley 
Tuley on Jan. 17, 2017.

Amber Schnoor ‘14 married Jordan Krcil 
on Sept. 26, 2015.

Braden Wieking ‘14 married Kayla 
Chambers on Sept. 6, 2015.

Michael Tolkamp ‘15 married Emily 
Johnson ‘15 on June 3, 2017.

Brooke Klaahsen ‘15 married Jonathon 
Estep on July 22, 2016.

Stephen Gentry ‘16 married Samantha 
Lovell ‘15 on July 16, 2016.

Faculty & Staff

// MARRIAGES

// IN MEMORIAL

Evelyn McKillop ‘33, May 10, 2017, 
Sioux Falls

Ruth (Powell ‘42) Benson, May 26, 2017, 
Richland, WA

Howard Berglund ‘45, Jan. 26, 2017, 
Centennial, CO

Alice Aukes ‘46, May 2, 2017, Edina, MN

Marjorie (Herrick ‘47) Huber, March 24, 
2017, Parker, SD

Eileen (Etter ‘48) Emmert, March 30, 
2017, Greeley, CO

Monica (Heaston ‘48) Tingley, Jan. 21, 
2017, Lakewood, WA

Bernard Duffy, Sr. ‘51, May 25, 2017, 
Fort Pierre, SD

Alvin Rutsch ‘51, May 19, 2017, 
Sacramento, CA

Arnold Brown ‘54, Feb. 18, 2017, 
Flagstaff, AZ

Beverly (Fluth ‘54) Conway, Jan. 16, 
2017, Bridgewater, SD

Maurice Rabenberg ‘55, April 9, 2017, 
Sisseton, SD

Edmond Hohn ‘56, April 20, 2017, 
Kelowna, BC

Keith Spooner ‘56, March 2, 2017, 
Concord, CA

Victor Michelson ‘58, Jan. 14, 2017, 
Watertown, SD

Verle Jucht ‘59, Feb. 22, 2017, Renner, 
SD

Henry Bibelheimer ‘60, March 12, 2017, 
Southampton, NJ

Donna (Kist ‘60) VanSickle, Jan. 26, 
2017, Saint Paul, MN

Gary Poppinga ‘64 , May 2017, Sparks, 
Nevada 

Keith Kleinsasser ‘65, Feb. 26, 2017, 
Spicer, MN

Lee Marks ‘66, June 17, 2017, Rockford, 
IL

Richard Minchow ‘66, May 20, 2017, 
Manhattan, KS

Joyce (Maresh ‘67) Edwards, Jan. 14, 
2017, Tukwila, WA

Richard Johnson ‘70, April 30, 2017, 
Tucson, AZ

Carol (Sutterlin ‘71) Day, March 19, 
2017, Fayetteville, NC

Janet Lane ‘74, Feb. 26, 2017, 
Minneapolis, MN

Sandra (Lee ‘77) Zuke, Feb. 17, 2017, 
Brandon, SD

Scott Herreid ‘78, April 17, 2017, 
Brookings, SD

Barbara Bertelsen ‘82, Feb. 11, 2017, 
Sioux Falls

Jay Bruggeman ‘82, Jan. 21, 2017, 
Canistota, SD

Mary (Braley ‘84) Dickerson, Feb. 4, 
2017, Brandon, SD

Patricia Muilenburg ‘86, Feb. 5, 2017, 
Iowa City, IA

Wilbert Weis, Jr. ‘89, Feb. 26, 2017, 
Luverne, MN

Cheryl Troll ‘92, April 21, 2017, Sioux 
Falls

Christopher Lund ‘04, March 19, 2017, 
Arlington, SD

John Bennett, April 3, 2017, Sioux Falls

Rodney Fluth, May 31, 2017, Sioux Falls

Richard Greeno, March 27, 2017, Sioux 
Falls

Friends

Class Notes
Alumni

Alumni

Alumni

Based on information received between January 1 and June 30, 2017 
Send us your update today at usiouxfalls.edu/alumni
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DONOR HONOR ROLL

David and Carolyn Cleveland

John and Ann Collier

Rich and Kristi Garside

Beth Shipman Habicht

Charles and Marjory Hey

John and Linda Lillibridge

Tom* and Cindy Lillibridge

Boyd and Barb McMurchie

Gary and Joan Olson

Marian Sullivan

Barbara Mullen White*

$50,000.00-$99,999.99
Curt and Carole Buchholz

Beverly Conway*

Paul and Darlene Eidsness

Titus and Carol Evans

Ernestine Pound*

Dr. Harry and Jeanne Robison

Watley Family Charitable

Mick and Marilyn Woodden

$25,000.00-$49,999.99
Mark and Gail Benedetto

Leon and Darline Bill

Duane and Lois (DeBoer) Boice

Bob and Dorothy Johnson Caselli

Elmen Family Foundation

Floyd* and Ruby* Farrand

Roger* and Ruth* Fredrikson

Duane and Cheryl Murdoch

Phil and Jimmie Rysdon

Ray Sietsema*

$10,000.00-$24,999.99
Anonymous

Dave and Deb Ahlers

Marjorie J. Anderson

Gary and Barb Baumgartner

Warren and Joyce Camp

Dave and Mary Jo Christensen

Bill and Karen Edwards

Bill and Carolyn Hinks

Jerry and Robbi Jacobsen

Frank and Faith Kamm

Bill and Janet Kostner

Ron and Dar* Mattice

Mat and Sara Nelson

Jim and Sue Norberg

Jon and Kris Peterson

John Richter 

Dr. Thomas and Shirley Smith

Bob and Karen Veninga

Mark and Berinda Wolitarsky

$5,000.00-$9,999.99
Anonymous

Paul and Pat Barber and the

    Paul J. Barber Family Foundation

Dick and Shirley Barcus

Eldon and Marilyn Bills

Lauren and LaDonna Christensen

Barbara Cota*

David Evans

Stanley and Jean Hawthorne

Mrs. Janet Masterson-Himan and       	

    Mr. Dennis P. Himan

Stephen and Laura Jackson

Todd and Laurie Knutson

Arnie and Sue Kuhn

Bob Larsen

Max and Cheryl Merry

Dean and Bev Nelson

Bob and Margene Phares

Bob and Betty Jo Roberts

Al Schoeneman

Jerry Stugart

Jed and Angie Stugart

Jim Sullivan

Ray* and Margret* Swift

Ren Weedon and 

    Paula O’Neill-Weedon

$2,500.00-$4,999.99
Tom and Betty Woodden

Fred and Renee Bellum

Les and Shirley Bertsch

Brett and Jane Bradfield

Harold and Nora Christensen

Judy DeBoer

Terry and Marsha Denniston

Noel Dikkers

Brad and Wanda Drake

Bill Eichel

Jay and Natalie Eidsness

David Robinson and Janet Ekern

Andrew Ellsworth

Gene and Kelly Gall

Steve and Stacy Garner

Bud and Ellen Harris

Martha and Phil Helland

Jon and Stephanie Hiatt

Al and Carol Johnson

Kenneth “SID” Kortemeyer

David and Kathy Martin

Elwood E. and Audrey C. Mears      	

     Fund of The Saint Paul

Jim Merrill

Patrick and Sandra Nelson

John Sherman and 

    Larissa O’Neill Sherman

Allan M. Saugstad

Jeff and Denise Savage

Bernie and Cathy Schock

Lyle and Paula Terveen

Dennis and Ellen Thum

Jeff and Mindy Veltkamp

Grant and Angela Watley

$1,500.00-$2,499.99
Chad and Kersten Aurich

Bill Ballenger

Bill and Lisa Bartell

Henry and Louise Bibelheimer

Tom and Amy Bosch

Dorothy Butler

Linda Cruce

Steve and Jackie DeMent

Carol Den Otter

Jason and Kathie Douma

Norm Ekeland

Dave and Mary Fleck

Jeff and Julie Gednalske

Bill and Pam Groeneweg

Tom and Sommer Grogan

Daniel and Melissa Guebert

Larry and Betty Ann Hackett

James Harrenga

Jay and Sarah Hutton

Monte and Mary Johnson

Perry and Dona Laten

Gwenda Lehmann

John and Naomi Massa

Clinton and Beva Meidinger

Bethel Muetzel

Thane and Brenda Paulsen

Ruth Perdue

Gordon and Deb Sepich

Bob and Marilyn Shaw

Dave Smith & Nancy Hakel-Smith

Josh and Tricia Snyder

Tim Sturdevant and 

    Nancee Riveland Sturdevant

John and Kimberley Thune

Florence Tromsness

Brad and Janelle VanLeur

Steve and Lori Walker

$500.00-$1,499.99
Anonymous

Dennis and Vicki Adams

Mary L. Aden Charitable Fund of the       	

     Sioux Falls Area Community

Allan and Sue Allenspach

Morris and Mary Anderson

Dave and Karen Bangasser

Jonathan Neiderhiser and 

    Jenny Bangsund

Sherwood Beek

Miles and Lynn Benedict

Doug and Kristi Beukelman

Jeremy and Susan Bill

Larry and Carol Bill

Dwane and Maxine Boxdorfer

David and Cathy Collins

JoAnn Brenner

Virgil and Barb Burress

Walter and Kimberly Caldwell

Leora Calhoun

Dick and Joan Cheney

Josh and Brittany Childress

Thomas Chilton

Bob and Jo Clarke

Kevin and Tricia Cole

Mike and Jennifer Comfort

Glen and BJ Dappen

Betty Decker

Don and Muriel Decker

Abel* and Norma* DeGroot

Thain Dikkers and 

     Linda Nelson-Dikkers

Marcus and Mary Doss

Mark and Susan Duffek

Dana and LaDawn Dykhouse

Steve and Kris Egger

Will and Hilary Eidsness

Smith and Sipra Eko

Rich and Lynette Erickson

Jim Fett and Therese Sprunger

Bjorn Finseth

Todd and Lora Fraaken

Harold and Kathleen Frampton

Peggy Frost

Norm Gearhart

Tony Goettsch

Eric and Pam Gohl

Gary and Donna Goldammer

Jeffrey Govoni and Lisa Lillibridge

Faye L. Gowan Endowment of the    	

     Falls Area Community

Kevin and Debra Grebin

John Harper

Patrick and Laurie Haupt

John and Janice Heath

Doug and Doretta Heidebrink

Tony and Shelley Heredia

Steve Herman

Al and Marilyn Herrboldt

Lewis* and Kay Hiigel

Douglas and Gretchen Hoffman

Minya Holdeman

Steve and Nancy Horan

Jaimie and Vonnie Houchin

Dan and Jean Hylland

Randy and Veda Iverson

Todd Janzen

Beth Jernberg

Chris and Amy Johnson

Dale Johnson

Nate Kaeding

Gary and Sonja King

Dan and Arlene Kirby

Wally and Janet Klawiter

Al and Linda Kleinsasser

Dean and Lucille Knudsen

Ed and Carol Koester

Gerald and Lisa Koolstra

Nick and Chelsey Kortan

Lyle and Cheri Kovalenko

Perry and Kathy Krush

Dan and Marie LaRock

Elvira Larson*

Ron and Joy Lind

Dave and Luann Long

Zach and Lisa Mathers

Ashley Maturan

Vernon and Julie McAreavey

Joel and Andrea McCartney

Marge Meredith

Mike and Jane Moore

Tim and Laurie Mueller

Dick Munson

Gayle Nelson

Wes and Lena Woodden Nelson

Randy Nelson

Robert Nestor

Roy and Marie Nielsen

Craig and Noelle Okken

Ray and Dee Olson

Bill and Beth O’Toole

Phil and Linda Peterson

Buck and Marilyn Peterson

Bob and Ruth Pinder

Tim and Brenda Plimpton

Dirk Poppen and Susan Feltis

Rocky and Arianna Rehfeldt

Chad and Amy Remington

Rebecca Niemeyer Rens

Sam Robinson

Robert Roskowiak

Carolyn Roths

Mrs. Margaret Rubick

Don and Joyce Sandersfeld

Shane and Elisabeth Sandersfeld

Steven and Kathy Sanford

Todd and Jill Schlekeway

Steve Schoepp

Brad and Susie Schroeder

Steven and Kelly Schroyer

Bruce Schweigerdt

The Schock Foundation

Paul and Nancy Schock

John and Sandy Siewert

Jeff Soholt and Paula Bergin Soholt

Cal and Judie Sorensen

Matthew and Mae Sprinkle

Kermit and June Staggers

Gordon* and Dee Stewart

Ben and Cindy Stone

Bob and Barbara Sweat

Jerry and Lynn Thomas

Duncan and Shelley Tilton

Travis and Ann Traphagen

Betty Tronson

Matthew and Sarah Tschetter

Greg and Lisa Uhlir

Greg and Aimee Vander Feen

Rod Voeller

Fred and Sharon Wear

Garrett and Marissa Weinreis

Irv and Barb Westberg

Nancy Wilcoxson

Bob and Diane Young

Tiena Zbornik

James and Frances Zimmerman

$250.00-$499.99
Anonymous

Mike Adams

Don and Karen Amend

Eric Anderson

Dick and Kim Bartling

Steve and Cheryl Beier

Earl* and Betty* Bonacker

Harriet Brown

Everett and Marilyn Burgeson

Winslow and Janice Burnette

Carl and Nicole Campiotti

Homer and Charlene Christensen

Ken and Barbara Coddington

Bill and Ceca Cooper

Dave and Michelle DeHoogh-

Clinton and Bobbi Den Boer

Reed and Cindy DeVries

Reid and Lisa Ehrisman

Jeff and Marilyn Fife

Karsten and Joni Finseth

James Foster

Tom and Mary Frederick

Bob and Shirley Garry

Wesley and Cindy Grantham

David and Kristi Greenfield

Bryan and Amy Gregston

Austin and Chelsea Hanson

Susan Haram

Rodney and Andrea Harmelink

Duane and Pat Heck

Sarah Heijerman

Shirley Herrstrom*

Chuck and Janelle Hiatt

Glen and Dixie Hieb

John and Cindi Hiigel

Jim Hoh and Rachelle Loven Hoh

Jake and Ashley Holen

Tom and Michele Johnson

Dave and Mary Ann Kapaska

Brad and Katie Kennett

Lynda and Chip Kniffin

Stacy and Anna Kooistra

Ben and Sarah Krush

Mick and Lisa Lambert

Randy and Mary Lawson

Don and Shireen Levsen

Brian and Jennifer Lowery

Erik and Heidi Lucs

Martin Lundblad and

     Lori Dvirnak Lundblad

Karlan and Colleen Lunstra

Mitchell Lyall

Jim and Kara Mathis

Wayne and Lorena Maxwell

Marion and Del McCoy

John Monk

Nathan and Briana Nassif

Joey Nelson and 

     Kelsey Freidel Nelson

Gail and Judy Outtrim

Keith Perkins

Arlys Peterson

Jerry and Mary Peterson

John Peterson

Loren and Janet Peterson

Rich and Eunise Ramirez

Randy and Pat Rasmussen

Richard and Susan Reese

Gary and Barb Reif

Duane and Yvonne Rieder

Monte Rutten

Bradley and Jacqueline Schild

Callistus and Stacie Schissel

Terry Sheppard

Roger Shogren

Jeff and Jolene Smith

Matt and Yvonne Smith

Mark and Joann Soderlund

Ashley Sorenson

Brenda Stange

John and Fran Tate

Darren and Gwen Thielges

Brenda Thomas

Mike and Deb Thompson

Tim and Sue Thune

Patrick and Becky Thurman

Larry and Janice Thury

Merlyn Tidemann and Barbara

Gary Unruh

Ben and Leah Weins

Les and Marjorie Westphal

Eric and Susan Wilken

David and Georgina Young

Kim Young

Peter and Judy Zimbelman

Tom Zimmer

$100.00-$249.99
Anonymous

Mark and April Aase

Roger and Ruth Adelsman

Renee Adolph

Mekonnen and Jessica Afa

Jon and Amanda Anderson

David and Barbara Anderson

Steve and Joni Anderson

Brent and Kristina Antonen

Jason and Jaime Appel

Mark and Amy Arndt

Steven and Shelley Baas

Marvin and Janet Baker

Scott and Carla Baker

Amanda Barton

Nicole Bennett

Ryan Benson

Mike and Kate Berg

Frederick and Marsha Berroth

Paul and Kathryn Berroth

Steve and Karla Bertrand

Chad and Jerri Birger

George and Marjorie Black

Doug Boe

Robert and Bonnie Boese

Doug and Jacquie Bowen

Jordan and Kealey Braa

Bill and Krista Branan

Betty Braun

Jeff and Janet Brekke

Ray and Lisa Brooks

Alan and Kimberly Brown

Tyson and Kinzie Brown

Glen and Opal Buchta

Dustin Burmeister

Raymond and Jenni Burnes

Timothy Burrell

Oscar and Deborah Butler

Mike Calef

Tim and Jessica Carlson

Jeremy Cauwels

Daniel and Michelle Cheloha

Ken Cheloha

Maurice and Veloris Christiansen

Don and Cheryl Christopherson

Doris Cirulis

Stefan Coleman

Carson Cooper

Walter Correia

Rev. Paulette and Greg Cott

Rachel Crowley

Francis and Louise D’Addario

Truman and Clarice Dalton

Grady and Jacqueline Davis

Darla De Haan

Ryan and Stacy DeBates

Eric and Angela Denure

Cheryl Dodd

Charles and Diane Dold

Rod and Dawn Drey

Charlie Dubanoski

Karen Dunham

Individuals
$100,000.00+

The University of Sioux Falls is grateful to the following individuals and organizations who made a contribution of $100 or 

more in cash gifts, pledge payments, gifts-in-kind, or gifts of stock between the July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017 fiscal year.

*Denotes deceased

Foundation

Foundation

Foundation

Brechtelsbauer

Foundation

Kliewer

Eager

Family

Sioux
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DONOR HONOR ROLE

Tom and Marla Durfee

Lois Durkee

Noah Durkin

Mark and Michelle Dykstra

J. M. and P. J. Eichten

Lyle Eidsness

Mrs. James Eitrheim

Travis and Maureen Eldridge

Dan and Linda Ellingson

Darin and Tamara Elliott

Timothy and Jodi Eppinga

Rich and Mary Fedders

Thomas and Mary Fick

Boyd and Glenda Fluth

Randy and Elaine Fredrikson

Barbara Fritz

Patricia Fuller

Dave and Sara Gaeth

George Gallagher

James and Ann Nell Gann

Lacey Gann

Jeremy and Marie Gardner

Chad and Melissa Garrow

Thomas and Ann Garry

Troy and Tami Gavin

Ned and Jennifer Gavlick

Bette Gerberding

Jessica Giannantonio

Patrick and Susan Giannantonio

Patrick Gibson and

     Karen Burgess-Gibson

Mrs. William Gibson

Susan Gillies

Marcia Grahame

Richard and Mary Grebel

Julie Greenfield

Joey and Heather Guarascio

Denise Haag

Bruce and Nancy Halverson

Lorri A. Halverson

Jack and Judy Hamilton

Mark and Mary Hansen

Jimmie and Marianne Hanshaw

Clark and Lyla Hanson

Donald and Marlys Hass

Tim and Stacey Haubrich

Donald and Norene Heath

Doug and Anna Heckenlaible

Kurtis and Kaia Hedrick

Barbara Hegerfeld

Alex and Kelsey Heinert

Gregg Hemmen and 

     Diane Janssen Hemmen

Fern Herbst

Ralph and Ardel Hilderbrand

Betsy Hildreth

Donn and Brenda Hill

Russ and Sarah Hobson

Nathan and Diandra Hofer

Paul and Molly Hoffman

Scott and Robin Hohn

Charles Holmen

David and Cindy Hoshaw

Marvin and Ruth Hoshaw

Shae Hoskins

Tom and Gloria Houle

Ronald and Barbara Houske

Alan and Barb Hove

Larry and Diane Howe

Dave Hunhoff

Jeffery Jackson

Robert and Shirley Jacobs

Robert and Beverly Jacobsen

Francis Jahner

Jacqueline Jarosz

Stan and Margaret Jensen

Cheri Johnke

Sean Johnson

Jeffery and Tiffany Jones

John and Rosemary Jones

Scott and Roberta Josephson

Roger and Cheri Jump

Darrel Jurrens and Charlotte Smith

Terrance and Gloria Kelly

Norman and Sylvia Kempf

Linda Kesjaral

Gary and Cookie King

Joel Knopf

Ryan and Jennifer Knutson

Gary and Mary Lou Koch

Bob and Jane Kolbe

Russell and Sherena Kost

Lon and Sandra Kouri

Jeff and Cindy Krall

Henry and Dee Kramer

Jeff and Dondee Krolikowski

Mike and Angie Kuiper

Barry and Jeanene Kuiper

Matthew Kuiper

Nelson and Fanny Kung

Melissa Lam

Tom and Marjorie Lamberson

Jeffery Landis

Gary and Marla Lang

Dean and Pam Larsen

Gloria Larson

John and Shirley Larson

Kayla Larson

Melinda Larson

Metta B. Laughlin*

John and Michaele Lawler

Radu Lazar

Mavis Leif

Josh Leisinger

Janice Lekvin

Kari Lena

Joe and Heidi Lenge

James and Janet Listen

Craig and Pat Lloyd

Tyler and Debbie Lodermeier

Jessica Long

Timothy and Kristi Loose

Jack and Virginia* Lovett

Mike and Nicole Luccarelli

Audrey Lundquist

Jon MacColl

Gregg and Barbara Magera

Mavis Malloy

Jack and Ellie Marshman

Dennis Martin

Terry and Amy Mashek

Ken and Jo Ann Mattheis

Bart and Cheryl Mayforth

David and Jennifer Mayforth

Richard and Fran Mayforth

Teresa Mayforth

Mac McAfee

Roger and Marcia McCarty

Brian and Coty McGuire

Dave McKee

Bill and Rebekah McKernan

David and Rebecca Mcpherson

Bronwyn Mellquist

Rodney and Misti Merriam

Debra Metzger

Kent Metzger

Joan Miller

Matt and Brittany Miller

Robert and Michele Miller

William and Sandra Miller

Mark and Claudia Mills

Richard Moe

Emma Mogen

Wayne and Mary Frances Morden

Dan and Pamela Moser

Charlotte Mullin

Ted Munson

Marie Myers

Robert and Gayle Myles

Mark and Amy Neises

Garth and Bonnie Neisess

Bill and Cindy Nelson

Jeff and Muriel Nelson

Jo Ann Nelson

Wallace and Karen Nelson

Michael and Kathy Nelson

Bryon and Kristi Noem

Matthew Norgaard

Troy and Julie Odegaard

Sally Oestreich

William Kramer and Nancy Olive

Willard and Helen Olsen

Ralph Olsen

Damon and Tara Olson

Nancy Olson

Phil and Myra Olson

Luke Papilion

Ryan Patrick

Rosemary Patterson

Chad and Tali Paulson

Howard and Lou Ann Paulson

John and Holly Paulson

John and Trudy Peters

Kenneth Peters

Kenneth and Pauline Peterson

Mark and Rita Peterson

Tom and Linda Peterson

Joseph and Darcy Piche

Christopher and Tracy Pileski

Matt Pohren

Glen and Diana Poppinga

Dennis and Nina Pottebaum

William and Beverly Prather

Fred and Amy Preator

Rick and Guadalupe Quintana

Curt and Jeannine Radel

John Rader

Nicholas Ratzloff

Tom and Diane Rebnord

Jayne Reeh

Arlo and Dianne Reichter

Ross and Crystal Reitsma

Todd and Janelle Revier

Maggie Rezac

Matt Rieck

Mark and Lori Robish

Thomas Rodino

Ardella Rold

Carol Roskowiak

Donald and Michele Roskowiak

Gerald and Loraine Roskowiak

TJ Ross

Keith Russell

Thomas and Lisa Rysavy

Joe and Anita Sande

Gregory Satter

Barb Schelhaas

Drew Schelhaas

Paul Schifferle

Dan Schmeichel

Del and Jane Schmidt

James and Debra Schmidt

Doug and Evelyn Schneider

Calvin and Cori Schock

Ted Schoenhard

Daryl and Jane Schubert

Nicholle Schuelke

George and Beth Scott

Jason and Kristine Shanks

David and JoAnne Shaw

Robert Shaw

G. L. and R. Q. Shelhamer

Todd and Kathy Sheppard

Tracy and Kea Shields

Sara Shinn

Mark and Margaretmary Shlanta

Clinton Sigg

Curt and Kim Slater

Dennise Smith

Ray Smith

Larry and Shirley Snuttjer

Chris and Robyn Snyder

Steve and Marnie Stahl

Charles and Debra Stanke

Douglas Starr

B. A. Stewart

Ruth Stinson Dodgson

John and Janice Stovall

Carl and Verdeen Strain

Dan and Michelle Strand

John and Karol Straub

Byron and Becky Strom

Dennis and Nancy Stuessi

Adam and Tara Sturlaugson

Gordon and Lesli Swanson

John and Jennifer Sweeney

Kelly Sweeney

Shirley Sweeney

Richard Sweetman

Terry and Lori Tendler

Lynde Thelen

Jeff Thomas

Timothy and Becky Thomas

Helyn Thompson

John and Charlene Thompson

Scott and Christy Thomson

Julayne Thoreson

Jon and Judy Thorsheim

Linus and Ruth Thury

Kirk and Jenny Thut

Dewayne and Jan Torkelson

Trent Traphagen

Chad Traver

Richard and Judy Travis

Vadanak and Erica Try

Burt and Linda Tulson

Lauren Unruh

Marvin Van Beek

Nathanael and Krystal Van Ee

Jay Van Essen

Dr. Carilyn and Brad Van Kalsbeek

Dennis Vanden Heuvel

Rob and Joanne Vanlaecken

Scott and Elizabeth Voigt

Gary and Deanna Vollmer

Laurette von Grambusch

Shawn and Elizabeth Waldie

Travis Walker

Rick and Dana Wallner

Rodney and Vernetta Waltner

Courie and Laura Weber

Chris and Betty Weintz

Ben and Sara Whitley

Casey Whitley

Max and Jill Whitley

Troy Whitley

Gerry and Susie Wingler

Terry Woodman

Chris and Kari Wulf

Jaclyn Wynja

Steve and Pamela Young

Eric Zahn

Ed and Nancy Zawada

$100+
American Baptist Churches - USA

American Baptist Churches of 

American Baptist Churches of 

     the Rocky Mountains

American Baptist Home Mission Society

Ann Den Boer Real Estate Group

AP Personal Training

Architecture Incorporated

Organizations

Avera McKennan Hospital

Bethel Baptist Church, Powers	                                      	

       Lake, ND

BGL Livestock Trucking

Brinkers Construction

City Point Church, Washington, IA

CJ Callaway’s

CNA Surety

Combined Pool and Spa

CORE Orthopedics and Sports 

Medicine

CorTrust Bank

Country Inn & Suites

Cypress Risk Management

Dahlberg Livestock/REAL-TUFF

Dakota Vision Center

Dan Schroedermeier Trucking

DeBoer Properties

Dixon Golf

Eide Bailly

ELC Booster Club

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Sioux 

Falls, SD

Empire Productions

Engineering Technical Services

Envive

Eugene Kocer Agency

Exceptional Carpet Care

Exchange State Bank of Hills, MN

Express

First Baptist Church, Alliance, NE

First Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND

First Baptist Church, Clinton, IA

First Baptist Church, Council Bluffs, IA

First Baptist Church, Eagle Grove, IA

First Baptist Church, Fairbury, NE

First Baptist Church, Fairfield, IA

First Baptist Church, Gillette, WY

First Baptist Church, Glenburn, ND

First Baptist Church, Ipswich, SD

First Baptist Church, Kearney, NE

First Baptist Church, Lisbon, ND

First Baptist Church, Miles City, MT

First Baptist Church, Mobridge, SD

First Baptist Church, North Platte, NE

First Baptist Church, Pierre, SD

First Baptist Church, Plainfield, IA

First Baptist Church, Sioux Falls, SD

First Baptist Church, Waterloo, IA

First Baptist Church, Watertown, SD

First Baptist Church, Winnebago, MN

First Baptist Church, Winner, SD

First Baptist Church of Lucas, Burke, SD

First PREMIER Bank - PREMIER 

Bankcard

Fitness First of Tea, LLC

G&R Controls

Gann Ranch

Garretson Insurance Agency

Golf Addictions

Graco Foundation

Grand Falls Casino Resort

Great Bear Recreation Park

Haley’s Hi Way Lumber

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Heritage Funeral Home

Hillcrest Baptist & Brethren Church,                     	

       Fredericksburg, IA

Hilton Garden Inn Sioux Falls

Holiday Inn City Centre

Immanuel Baptist Church, Minot, ND

Journey Group Companies

Julie Prairie Photography

Koch Hazard Architects

Lester Hospitality

Mary Childton Daughter’s of the        	

      American Revolution Foundation

the Dakotas

Downtown

Services

MAS Production Resources, LLC

May & Johnson PC

Midcontinent Foundation

Midwest Communications

Miller Farms Nursery

Minnesota Swimming

Mortensen Family Reunion

Neely Automotive

Nelson Commercial Real Estate

Newman Law Firm

Northern States Auto Transport

Novak Sanitary Services

Overhead Door

Owatonna Natural Health Clinic

Peninsula Pathology Institute

Philip Standard Service

Plum’s Cooking

Prairie View Investments

Reliable Glass

Revival Animal Health

Rotary Club of Sioux Falls

Russell G. Snyder Construction

Scheels All Sports

School Bus, Inc.

Scooter’s Coffeehouse

Second Baptist Church, Lincoln, NE

Sheraton Hotel of Sioux Falls

SilverStone Group

Sioux Steel Company Foundation

Soukup Construction

South Dakota Foundation of 

     Independent Colleges

South Dakota Furniture Mart

South Dakota Golf Association

Stensland Creamery, Inc. 

Sullivan’s Inc.

The Body Garage

The Goodman Group

The Hatterscheidt Foundation

The Security Executive Council

Thompson Insurance & Financial    	

Thrivent Financial

Town & Country Implement

Trent Baptist Church, Trent, SD

Trinity Lutheran Church Women,     	

     Albert Lea, MN

Ultimate Golf & Academy

Union Baptist Church, Burke, SD

United Church of Hot Springs, 

     Hot Springs, SD

USF Women’s Board

US Bank

Vern Eide Motorcars

Vitality Chiropractic

Washington Pavilion of Arts

West Central Baseball

Wheeler Tank Manufacturing

Wicksville Community Church,   	

     Owanka, SD

Woodbury Baptist Church, 		

     Woodbury, MN

Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith PC

**Although every effort is made 

to ensure accuracy, a list of this 

nature may contain mistakes. If you 

suspect an error or wish to change 

the way your name appears please 

contact the Office of Insitutional 

Advancement at 605-331-6608 or 

usfgiving@usiouxfalls.edu
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Get connected..
Join
Alumni
ASSOCIATION.

the USF

Visit: https://www.usiouxfalls.edu/alumni
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Eighteen years at IBM, Director of Sales at 

Vastera, and now VP of Sales at ENA. Gayle 

Nelson’s business administration degree has 

catapulted her into dynamic business world 

success. This courageous business leader 

emerged from 

small town 

roots and a 

transformed 

confidence 

found during 

her pursuit of a liberal arts education at USF, 

then called Sioux Falls College. Flashback to 

1978 as Nelson stepped onto USF’s campus 

with a shy personality that made eating at the 

cafeteria an intimidating feat. Yet, intimate 

class environments, nurturing professors and 

roots anchored in Christ brought Nelson out 

of her shell to give her the confidence to take 

risks which would lead to many opportunities to 

apply her faith values in a global environment. 

“The great thing about USF is that you leave 

with a reassurance that if you trust in God’s plan 

for your life, He will give you the ability to adapt 

and embrace turns in life that you never saw 

coming,” Nelson says. 

// Gayle Nelson ‘82
VP of Sales at ENA | Nashville, TN

Very few people can say they launch satellites for 

NASA, but for USF graduate Jim Nelson ‘00 this 

career is his daily reality. A Math and Computer 

Science major who continued his education 

at MIT for his Master of Engineering Degree, 

Nelson credits USF for uniquely preparing 

him. “The breadth of studies and personal 

relationships with the professors (at USF) was a  

very rewarding experience for me,” Nelson says.  

“In fact, while in my master’s program at MIT, I 

felt that I had an advantage over others whose 

background was purely in engineering from 

schools such 

as Stanford 

due to an 

ability to view 

problems 

from a 

number of 

different perspectives and to see commonalities 

across subjects.” Today Nelson manages the joint 

NASA/USGS Landsat 9 satellite mission. The 

mission is the longest continuous space-based 

record of Earth’s land in existence. Its mission to 

record unbiased systematic observation of the 

Earth’s surface makes a difference in the world 

by helping land managers and policy makers 

make wise decisions about our resources and our 

environment.

// Jim Nelson ‘00
Landsat 9 Project Manager & Engineer and 
Development Manager at USGS | Sioux Falls

“trust in god’s plan for 

your life he will give you 

the ability to adapt and 

embrace the turns in life.”

“Because of his education 

at USF nelson felt he had 

an advantage over others 

in the Mit program.”

Mother of three and business owner Rebecca 

Rens had already achieved a successful career 

at the age of 50, yet she felt there was more 

to be completed. “I wanted to be relevant and 

prepared for whatever God had in store for 

my next 

chapter,” 

Rens says. 

The next 

chapter 

came in 

the form of continuing her education through 

USF’s MBA program and taking her leadership 

and management to a new level. Rens spent 26 

years growing her company, Rens Concrete, 

from the ground up. “I know with certainty that 

both my mind and my spirit were being renewed 

during my time in the program,” Rens says. With 

relevant classes that encouraged future goal- 

oriented thinking, Rens used her MBA tools to 

capitalize on an opportunity to send a crew to 

India to pave roads and take this local business’s 

impact global. 

//  REBECCA RENS ‘16
 
Owner and President of Rens Concrete 
Sioux Center, IA

“i know with certainty that 

my mind and spirit were 

being renewed during my 

time in the program.”
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For exact dates and times, please visit 

Plan a date night >> Family weekend >> Reconnect with fellow Alumni

November 

5 	 Fall Choral Concert and Chili Dinner 4 p.m., 	
	 Central Church, 3102 W Ralph Rogers Rd.

9	 Annual Liberal Arts Colloquium 10 a.m., 	
	 Salsbury Science Center 120

10	 Volleyball vs. Bemidji State, 6 p.m., Stewart 	
	 Center

10	 Campus Preview Day

11	 Volleyball vs. Minnesota Crookston, 4 p.m., 	
	 Stewart Center | Senior Weekend

11	 Football vs. Minnesota State—Senior Day, 12 	
	 p.m., Bob Young Field 

14	 Women’s Basketball vs. Presentation, 6 	
	 p.m.,  Stewart Center

14	 Men’s Basketball vs. Wisconsin-Superior, 8 	
	 p.m.,  Stewart Center

15	 Alumni Social 5:30 p.m., Minervas, Sioux Falls

18	 Swimming vs. Augustana, 11 a.m.,  	

15–19 TheatreUSF presents Noises Off, 7:30 p.m. 	
	 (2 p.m. Sunday), Jeschke Fine Arts Center—	
	 Meredith Auditorium

21	 Men’s Basketball vs. Waldorf, 7 p.m.,  		
	 Stewart Center

25	 Women’s and Men’s Basketball vs. 		
	 Southwest Minnesota State, 4 p.m. & 6 p.m.,	
	 Stewart Center

27	 Alumni Social Minneapolis, MN, details TBA

30 	 54th Annual USF Madrigals Dinner, 6:30 	
	 p.m., McDonald Center 

December 

1–2 	 54th Annual USF Madrigals Dinner, 6:30 	
	 p.m., McDonald Center 

1	 Women’s and Men’s Basketball vs. Winona 	
	 State, 6 p.m. & 8 p.m., Stewart Center

3	 Christmas at USF, 4 p.m., Jeschke Fine Arts 		
	 Center—Meredith Auditorium

8	 Women’s and Men’s Basketball vs. St. Cloud 		
	 State, 6 p.m. & 8 p.m., Stewart Center

9	 Women’s and Men’s Basketball  vs. Minnesota 		
	 Duluth, 4 p.m. & 6 p.m., Stewart Center

19	 Women's Basketball  vs. Chadron State, 6 p.m.   		
	 and Men’s Basketball  vs. Midland, 8 p.m.		
	 Stewart Center

24	 SDPB TV Special Choir Performance airs 		
	 3:30 p.m.

25	 SDPB TV Special Choir Performance airs 8:30 a.m.

30	 Women’s and Men’s Basketball  vs. Wayne 		
	 State, 2 p.m. & 4 p.m., Stewart Center

31	 Women’s and Men’s Basketballl  vs. Augustana, 	
	 2 p.m. & 4 p.m., Stewart Center

1.605.331.6600 | 1101 W. 22nd Street 

Get Involved!


