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World at a Glance
International and Mainland Affairs Section

Dutch Day: Celebrating Heritage and Unity

The Netherlands, often lovingly called the “Gateway to Europe,” is known for its vibrant culture,
progressive values, and global impact. One of the highlights of its traditions is Dutch Day, a lively
and meaningful celebration that even reaches faraway places like Hong Kong! Its origins can be
traced back to the 17th century, during the Dutch Golden Age, a period when the Netherlands emerged
as a global hub of trade, science, and art. The day was first observed as a tribute to the resilience and
achievements of the Dutch people, commemorating their independence from Spanish rule in the
Eighty Years” War. Over time, Dutch Day evolved into a joyous event that celebrates the country’s
national pride and unites people worldwide in recognising the values of freedom, innovation, and

cultural exchange the Dutch hold dear.

Every year on April 27, the whole of the Netherlands
transforms into a cheerful sea of orange for King’s
Day in honour of King Willem-Alexander’s birthday.
Streets, parks, and canals come alive with music,
dance, and festivities as everyone dons bright orange
clothing, explores fun flea markets, and enjoys lively
parades. It’s a day filled with unity, joy, and pride for
the Dutch people! A fun little fact about Dutch Day is
the game “koekhappen”, where participants try to bite into a piece of cake hanging from a string
without using their hands—definitely a playful nod to the Dutch love for fun and food! People also
join in on activities like canal cruises, tulip-themed decor, and cycling events to showcase the
Netherlands’ stunning landscapes and rich culture. These traditions and a spirit of togetherness make

Dutch Day a true celebration of community and identity.

Dutch Day is celebrated in the Netherlands and has become a global event, particularly in countries
with significant Dutch communities or historical ties to the Netherlands. In the United States, cities
like New York, originally known as New Amsterdam — host Dutch-themed festivities, such as tulip
festivals and cultural exhibitions. While Dutch Day in Hong Kong may not be as grand as King’s
Day, it captures the same essence of joy, bringing Dutch traditions and culture to life in a way that
resonates with locals and expatriates. These celebrations act as a bridge between cultures,
encouraging appreciation for Dutch heritage while fostering friendship and understanding across
borders. Whether it’s celebrated at home in the Netherlands or anywhere around the globe, Dutch
Day is a beautiful reminder of how traditions and heritage bring us together in happiness and pride!
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Establishment of Chai Wan Centre

@ 1975
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Chai Wan Centre is established in 1975 and was
originally located on the second floor of the then
Madam Wong Chan Sook Ying Memorial
Community Centre (Currently as Youth Square)
as a youth centre. Its most distinctive feature was
the integration of a youth guidance program
(the predecessor of outreach work) and a youth
café into its services. In 1991, the centre
expanded its services and relocated to Siu Sai
Wan, continuing to serve the local community. In
1994, the centre transformed into an Integrated
Youth Service Centre, combining clubhouse
services, outreach work, and school social work
into its operations
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Introduction of Chai Wan Centre

AERBEHENFERRHHRNTEIR
(1) 52 28 B2 5% BE AR 3% 2B

(2) B D BRI Bk

(3) ER et T AR 32k

(4) 7R 18 & L 5 R i

WIS AN LIEF L » ZkiEFASR
MBHERRS  RERATEERMLH i
PHHE R -

raspEpEteENEan - 9

KEEME—MSSREEERINRFENY £
BEEAAM-ENSFLFHETERBIGETL
FRIFPL) - AREREFFPL 0 SAREETIE
HBEREHETIEEH  EEARMRE - Z—H@|
 RERDEEAERENAL  EEFFE T2
AR - BN ERZEHEREERZR -

Chai Wan Centre operates as a service unit
under an integrated service model (ICYSC),
combining three local youth social work
services: children and youth centre, youth
outreaching and school social work, to
provide services within the district. Additionally,
the centre is faith-based, grounded in Christian
beliefs, and emphasizes nurturing the holistic
development of young people. Therefore, it
also collaborates and engages with churches.

The centre is organized into the following

divisions based on the characteristics of the

community and the needs of its service

recipients:

(1) Children and Family Services Division

(2) Youth Services Division

(3) School Social Work Division

(4) Overnight Outreaching Service for Young
Night Drifters

We hope to serve various groups in the
community with innovative approaches,
diverse program content, and high-quality
services, growing together with them.
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The "Optimistic View of Life Project” was established in
1998 by the Chai Wan Centre of the Chinese YMCA of
Hong Kong and the Eastern District Police of the Hong
Kong Police Force, with co-organization by Hong Kong
Shue Yan University. Later, the Eastern District Fight
Crime Committee and the Eastern District Office joined
as the main organizer and co-organizer, respectively.
The project aims to help young people rebuild their
confidence and enhance their self-esteem, foster their
resilience, equip them with skills to solve life challenges,
prevent juvenile delinquency, and assist them in
staying away from negative influences.
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Establishment of Ovemnight OQutreach Service
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In 2001, the Eastern and Wan Chai District Overnight
Qutreaching Service for Young Night Drifters Team is
officially launched. Using proactive outreach methods, the
teams proactively enage with youth at late-night gathering
places to identify their service needs or potential crises. They
provide case counseling, referral services, and immediate
crisis intervention to assist young people in establishing
healthy daytime routines, improving family relationships,
developing soclal lives, and redlizihg their personal
potential. In addition, the teams utilize community resources
to implement preventive community educatien and
networking initiatives, aiming to enhanee young people’s
problems-solving abilities.
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FARM Youth Cultural and Flea Market
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Co-organized by Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong and the Intellectual Property
Department, the "I Pledge - Live Band Festival” aims to gather a group of music
enthusiasts to share their original compositions, appreciate the music of others,
and exchange ideas. Through this event, we strive to promote the
development of original music in Hong Kong and jointly advocate the message
of protecting intellectual property rights.
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The event was organized by CYMCA and sponsored by the Home Affairs
Bureau. It aims to promote street culture by providing a platform for
teenagers who are passionate about it, allowing young people with shared
interests to connect and interact. Through this, we hope to gather the
positive energy of youth and empower them as the source of vitality for
society.
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Jointly organized by the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong and the Intellectual Property
Department, with the Wan Chai District Council as a co-organizer, the "Creativity-
Infinity" event was held for the first fime in the Causeway Bay Pedestrian Zone. The event
aims to provide a platform for young people to share and exchange their creative
ideas, inspire their imagination, encourage them to create endless possibilities in their
daily lives, and raise their awareness on respecting intellectual property rights.
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M ERBEEESR  FHEFE T The event was sponsored by the Eastern District Office, the event
EDFEERSH RS  FkiiE provides an excellent opportunity for young people to showcase
BEATE S . their musical talents while sharing the joy of music with the
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2021 Caring Meighbourhood Sponsarship Schame Inavative Award - “Wheekhair Haros
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Distinguished Girl Guide Award 2023 - Tsai Lok Yiu Yoyo
92 The Hong Kong Girl Guides Associotionisland East Division Units

Lody Jane's Guide Award = Yuen Wai-kei
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The Horg Kong Girl Guides Assaciation V
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The project was funded by the Jockey Club Charities Trust with a grant of HK$4.15
million, host a 15-month series of activities incorporating the participation of dogs. These
territory-wide recreational and sports activities reflect our organization's commitment to
the holistic development of young people, emphasizing physical, mental, and spiritual
well-being, while embodying our vision to listen to the voices of youth.
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Staff Outstanding Performance Award Scheme - Peggy Chan

RHEHERET - MikE
Leng Service Award Scheme = Jacgueline Chan
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Heng Keng Raffle Ticket Best Sales Awerd [Girl Guide) 15t Place

MEBEHEE (ERBE) B8
Regional Raffle Ticket Best Soles Award (Hong Kong bland) st Ploce

ERMEMSE (ZEEE) B5E
The Best Progress Awards (Girl Guide] 2nd Place
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