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faux témoignage
faux serment
faux nom

passage (action de passer) -
passage (lieu de passage)
installation (action d’installer)
installation (chose installée)
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ERRATA

We regret that the following printing errors occured in Professor M.A. Saleem Khan's article «Arabs,
Arbic, and the future» published in vol. 17, part 1 of our journal

.

page Column Line from above Correction

XXIV 2 20 after word «culture» the following line
to be added

and intellectual systems and values which can continue

XXVI 2 24 after the word «along» the followring line to be
added

with many languages of the developing world.

XXXV 2 14 after the world «origin- the following line to be

ality» added

because of the language. He argues that as long as the British used Latin as their medium of
expression they lacked originality.

XXXVIt 1 10 «Arabicy instead of Arab
XXXVH 1 37 «pourn and not «poor»
XXXV 2 O the correct word is «absorby and not «abordy
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dard terminology. The initial step s Lo rescura.
all existing terms. Resscarchers review French
and English textbooks and compile & glossary of
terins in cach language relating to the particualar
ficld. Then they draw up a list of Arabic terms
currently used inoa variety ot Arabie Linguage
sources. These Arabic terms are then classificed
and-compared with cquivalent terims in the other
languages. In an efTort to designate the single
most  precise Arabic term tor cach scientific
concept. linguists rezularly confer with technicad
specialists in cach field. Once terminologies are
selected, u trilingual glossary is compiled and
published in the Burcaus quarterly  journal.
AL-Lisun Al-Arabie (The Arabie Tongue). which
is then widely circulated for comments und
stuggestions betore the terminojogy iy published!

(%) Sue Burct is Dircctor. AMIDEAST - Rubat,
) ] . Reprinted with permission rom
World THigher Education Communigué volume 3

No3(lush) p. 12

18

in ofticial form

Thus tar. all the lexicographical processes
have  been accomplished  manually . though
according to Dro Ali Kacimi. an expert with the
Burcau. plans have been approved to comr-
puterize the task. This will aid enormouslhy in
completing  the standardization ot technical
terminology . as  well as in the  continuous
updating and modifving of the terminology . an
important aspect of the Bureau’s work.,

The editors would tike to thank Dr. Ali
Kacimi, expert.and Do Abdelaziz Benabdallah.
Dircctor. Burcau  of Coordination  of  Arab-
ization. ALLECSO. for their assistunce  and
mterviews tor the preparation ol this article.



Morocco : Alecso-s Bureau

of Arabization Coordination

The Bureau of Coordination of Arabization in
the Arab world was created in 1961, At that
time. king Mohammed V of Morocco recognized
a4 need to bring North Africa in closer touch
with the Middle East and make the lunguage
used by various countries in the Arab world
more unitorm. Abdeluziz Benabdalluh. o well-
known scholar. was named Director. and he
formed an  Lixecutive Council of representa-
tives from all the Arab countries. In 1967,
after six veurs of support from the Moroceun
sovernment. the  Executive Council was able
to win support from the Arab League. which
allocated budget to the Bureau. In 1969, it
became a part of the Arab League Educational,
Cultural. and Scientific Organization( ALECSQO).

The Bureaus objective is to develop a
standard  scientific  and  technological termi-
nology i Arabic, and thus achieve complete
Arabization in three areas : generdl education
{Including primary and secondary), vocational
cducation. and higher education. It first under-
took to compile dictionaries of terminol-
ogies ftor disciplines taught in primary and
scecondary schools such as chemistry. mathe-
matics.  zoology, history, geography, and
physics. These were reviewed and accepted b
purticipants at the Second and Third Pan-Ara
Conferences of 1973 and 1977.

Presently, the Bureau is coordinating ter-
minologies used in vocational education and
higher education. Seven glossaries in mechanics,
printing. architecture. electronics. carpentry,
commerce. accountancy. and the technology
of production were reviewed at the Fourth
Pan-Arab Conference in Tangier (April, 1980).
Higher education terminologies will be approved
at the Fifth Pan-Arab Conference on Arabiza-
tion in 1983. after which the Bureau will begin
incorporating all scientific and technical termi-
nologies into a polytechnic dictionary.

717

by: Sue Buret 0%

According to Professor  Benabdallah.  the
Burcau has been largely concerned with prac-
tical applications of its rescarch and has made
cfforts to encourage textbook writers to adopt
the stundardized terminology. Howewver, the
multiplicity of terms already in use by writers
and educators in the Arab World renders this
objective difficult. The Scientific Division of
ALECSO in Tunis is publishing a series of text-
books wusing the standardized terminologies
and hopes that many Arub countries will adopt
these new books in their educational systems.

Coordinating  Arabic  terminology in any
ficld is a complex tusk. Not only -are different
dialects used in cach Arab country. but even
Classical Arabic. the common literary language
of the Arab World, differs substantially from
one Arab country to another. In addition to
difficulties inherent in the diversity of the
Arabic language itself, there is also the problem
of the source languages. Since French is the
second language in the North African Arab
countries and English the second language in the
Middle East. translating scientific words from
different source languages often results in more
than one term tor the same concept.

There has also been a lack of cooperation
among the Arab countries. After gaining inde-
sendence from European colonizers. each nation
wd its individual plan for Arabization of its
educational system.Today, however, Arabization
efforts are being carried on cooperatively. The
Bureau has managed. to dateto publish 80
trilingual glossaries, using English as the source
language, French as the second language, and
Arabic as the target language.

The ALECSO bureau, in cooperation with
national Arabization bureaus and Arab acad-
emies, coes through a rather lengthy and ar-
duous process in developing a particular stan-
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FOOTNOTES

lOn Level I, the rules are applied to generate a
hemistich; in most cases, the hemistich is then doubled to
produce a divided line. On Level II, a rule applies
simultaneously to both hemistichs of a divided line.

On Level III, a rule affects only one foot per application,
with no stipulation that--if the line is divided--a later
application should automatically affect the corresponding
foot of .the other hemistich. ’

2see al-r3di's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, top of p. 180.
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Level III the hemistichs of a divided line are often dif-
ferent in terms of composition, and yet those hemistichs
are considered to be exactly alike because type assonance

identifies them with identical strings.

* * * %

Some of the strings generated by our theory do not
exist in al-Khalil's corpus; those strings constitute
latent possibilities which cannot invalidate the theory
since (1) they result from general principles, (2) they
are less numerous than the possibilities which do materialize,
and (3) their dormancy can (at least in the majority of cases)
be explained by the theory. Many (perhaps most) of the
possibilities in question would have materialized but for
the fact that al-Khalil's theory became a confining factor;
it is common knowledge that poets and critics alike came
to regard as a mistake every deviation from al-Khalil's rules.
This study may contain a few errors and may suffer from
excessive brevity at certain points; nevertheless, it offers

a useful framework for a more comprehensive analysis.

L4
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- —u - — v — manifests three types of patterning:

(1) It manifests Level I patterning since it may be
represented by the sequence BABA (where B stands for a
quadripartite foot and A stands for a tripartite foot).

(2) It manifests Level II patterning since the feet
are similar as concerns the positioning of v relative
to the long syllables.

(3) It manifests syllabic symmetry in two feet (the
second and the last); besides, it may be divided into two
strings each of which has a symmetrical syllabic structure

(- ~-vVv—-=—v——and —v—-—v-).

All standard meters manifest Level I and Level II
patterning; in addition, some manifest syllabic symmetry
at least in a constituent part. As for variants, some
manifest only one type of patterning, others manifest two,
and still others manifest all three. .

In addition to defining Level I, Level II, and Level III
patterning, this study has defined an important feature
(type assonance) which relates the strings of Level III
to those of Level II.

The rules which operate on Level III (amalgamation,
reduction, deletion, and compensation) are by no means
arbitrary processes: they result in a type of variety
which aspires to and gains from syllabic symmetry; besides,
they preserve the identity of the meter by producing type
assonance and by tending to retain the total duration of
the standard meter. '

On all levels; a meter is defined as the sequence which
constitutes a single hemistich; this definition stems from
the fact that the hemistichs of a divided line are the same.
It will be recalled that on Level I and'Level II the second
hemistich of a divided line is a duplicate of the first; on
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alkaamil

Standard:
w—-v - w - Vv - w - U —
w— v — w - v — Ww - v -
. . 2
Variations:
w—- v - e _— - -
—_—— Uy — —_ — VY - _—
—_— U — w - v — W — v —
w - U - w - v — _ -

The three types of patterning defined above do not have to
co-occur since each can--independently--give rise to "meter":
in example (a) below, "meter" results from Level I patterning
alone (the hemistich can be represented by BB, where B

stands for a quadripartite foot); in (b), "meter" results
from Level II patterning alone (the feet are similar as
concerns the positioning of v relative to the long syllables);
in (c¢), "meter" results from Level III patterning alone
(recurrence of syllabic symmetry is clear from the fact that
both feet are symmetrical; besides, syllabic symmetry
pervades the hemistich as a whole).

(a) v-——wvu U — — —
(b) v — — — U — —
(c) — U —uv — Y -

In most cases, however, the hemistich manifests at
least two types of patterning (although one type may be

dominant); for example, the hemistich — — v — - U —

"



CHAPTER 1V
CONCLUSION

It is appropriate at this point to bring into sharper
focus the observation that "meter" in Arabic poetry is
invariably the result of patterning. By postulating three
levels of analysis, we have identified three types of
"meter"-producing patterning:

(1) The patterning which characterizes Level I is
defined as the arrangement of feet in the hemistich;
four arrangements occur: mere repetition, interrupted
repetition, supplemented repetition, and alternation.

(2) The pattefning which characterizes Level II is
defined as the similar placement of reduction in all feet
of the hemistich. | |

(3) The patterning which characterizes Level III is
defined as the tendency to achieve syllabic symmetry in
the entire hemistich or in a portion thereof (without
violating certain' restrictions).

The rules which produce Level I and Level II patterning
apply to the entire hemistich; on the other hand, the rules
which produce Level IIX patternlng apply to the individual
foot.l For this reason, the hemistichs of a divided line
must be identical on the first: two levels but may differ
on the third level. The following is only one of many
examples which can be cited for the identity and the

diversity in question:
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" (¢) The second hemistich is v — v —
(father than — — v — _— ).

34500 Anis' Miasiqd al-shir, p. 160.
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22-Each hemistich-final variant is also related to the

Level II foot by type assonance.

?35ee al-Ragi's sharh Tubfat al-Khalil, pp. 85-87.

*45ee al-RadI's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, pp. 220, 222.

25Unless it recurs or pervades the entire hemistich,
syllabic symmetry cannot be the only source of "meter".

26See al-R3di's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, p. 245.

275ee Anis’ Misiqa al-shi®r, pp. 156, 157. A rare
exception occur in majzuuvu 1xafiif where — v — = — — y —
becomes — v — - — — — (see al-Radi's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil,
p. 254).

28

See Anis' Musiga al-shiCr, pp. 256, 257.

29See, for example, al-RE@I's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil,

p. 217. Also see cAtIq's ®Ilm al-cArﬁq wa al-Qafiyah,
ppi 68, 70' 121. ’

305ee Wright's Grammar, Vol. II, pp. 363, 364.

31The term "ma;lac" designates the first line of an ode.

32Often the hemistich-final feet of the ma 1a€ are

identical. Although popular, such identity is not obligatory
(see al-Sayyid's al-°Ariid wa al-Qafiyah, pp. 19, 20).
33

On page 280 of his Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, al-Ragl
cites the following lines:

masaktu galbii lammaa masaktuhuu maduuraa
’ ?
bac@u lquluubi tuyuurun lam tastag:ic an tatiiraa

Examining the first line reveals the following:
~ (a) The first hemistich ends in — — — (which is
derived from — v — —).
(b) Like the first, the second hemistich ends
in — — — (which is derived from — v — —),
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nonexistent in modern Arabic poetry (see Anis' Musiga
al-shiSr, pp. 199-208).

145ee al-Radi's Sharh Tubfat al-Khalil, p. 14.

15See cAtiq's'qum al-cArﬁ@ wa al-Qafiyah, p. 92.

1650e al-R3dI's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, pp. 109, 146,
147, 225-229, 279; see also Anis' Misiqa al-shir, pp. 76-78,
90, 99, 115-117. )

17gee Anis' Misiga al-shi€r, pp. 90, 169-208; also see
al-Radi's sharh Tuhfat al-kKhalil, pp. 114, 115.

18Far from being peculiar to Arabic poetry, symmetry
seems to be a universal prosodic principld. See Shapiro's
Handbook, p. 63.

1950e al-R3dI's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, pp. 59-62.

20As was stated earlier, w also patterns'as a long

syllable for the purposes of Level III reduction and

deletion (although such patterning produces rare variants).

21The existence of type assonance between hemistich (x)
and a given standard hemistich does not necessarily endow
hemistich (x) with any of the "meter"-producing patterns
which the standard hemistich has. Aalthough the hemigtichs
— VY~ —uy—— and — UV =V -~ U — are related to
each other by type assonance, the Level I and the Level II
patterns which produce "meter" in the first hemistich are
not present_in the second: the first hemistich is of the
structure BB while the second is of the structure BA (B
stands for a guadripartite foot, and A stands for a
tripartite foot); besides, v is similarly positioned in
the feet of the first hemistich but not in the feet of

the second.
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seen later, the same definition holds true on Level III.
5See Shapiro's Handbook, p. 63 (italicization added).

6We shall talk of reduction as positioned or placed at

a ‘given point if it occurs at that point.

7Medial reduction is "identically" placed in two feet
if it is equidistant from at least one pair of borresponding
extremities; each of the following sequences illustrates
this definition (a hyphen stands for a long syllable,
and v stands for a short syllable):

-_— Y — _— Y —
—_ U - — —_ Y - —
— = Y - _ U -
—_ U = — — U —

8A hyphen stands for a long syllable, and v stands for

a short syllable.

9The symbol w -indicates that a single long syllable

has been replaced by two short syllables.

10The forms within parentheses result from the third

rule of standard reduction.

Msee anis' Misiqa al-shiSr, pp. 189-208.

12Two.df these are included in al-Khalil's "neglected

meters": the first (which al-Khalil calls almumtadd)
is faa®ilun faacilaatun faa®ilun faacilaatun, and the
second (which al-Khalil calls almustatiil) is fa“uulaatun

facuulun facuulaatun facuulun.

135ee anis' Misigd al-shi®r, pp. 54, 55, 189-199.

‘Almugtadab is the meter for approximately 1% of modern

~ Arabic poetry; on the other hand, glmudaaric is almost
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Towards a new theory of Arabic prosody

BY : ZAKI N. ABDEL - MALEK

FOOTNOTES

1A line of Arabic poetry usually comprises two structurally

independent sequences of feet; each of the sequences in
question is called a hemistich, and the line is said to be
divided. 1In a few cases, the line consists.of d single
sequence which is identical to one hemistich of a divided

line; for the sake of simplicity and consistency, we shall

say that in such cases the line consists of a single hemistich.
We define a hemistich, then, not as a sequence of feet which
always constitutes a half or a division, butlas one which

can (and usually does) constitute a half or a division.

2In this study, the word meter appears within quotation

marks when used generically to designate the sense of
regularity which often characterizes verse.

'3On Level I, it is possible to define an Arabic meter as
the string which constitutes a single hemistich and to
stipulate that in most--but not in all--instances the meter

is doubled to produce a divided line. Henceforth this
definition will be adopted; it represents an economical

way of accounting for the lines which al-Khalil call almastuur
and almanhuuk (see al-Radi's Sharh Tuhfat al-Khalil, pp. 81-84).

4It was stated above that the hemistichs of a divided
line are identical on Level I; such is also the case on
Level II. It is thus possible on Level II to define a
meter as the string which constitutes a single hemistich,

"and henceforth we will adopt this definition. As will be
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revolution. It seems that linguistics is approaching it.
Linguists (structuralists, syntacticians and semanticists)
are really doing groundwork from which a major scientific

revolution may sooner or later take place.
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maximum advantage of the common elements between the two
languages. Patterns that emergé in fhe fpreign language
can be compared to the patterns of the native language.,

A cleair systematic analysis from a generative semantic
perspective helps to avoid potential problems of inter-
ference. Thus, Generative Semantics is a useful and an
adequate analysis in handling the universal semantic
domain in all languages. 1 rea]]y doubt.the statement
which has been recently made by Chomsky when he said
"Generative Semantics has'essentia11yldisappeared, as

far as I can see..'I do not think‘tﬁat anyone works in
generative semantics anymore. At least I cannot think

of anyone who does. About ten yea?s ago there_was a po-
-sition that you could call "generative semantfcs," but

at the moment I would not know even what the term describes.
I think that the positfbn that existed, say ten years ago,
was interesting but wrong for the reasons that.I discussed

in a paper on it in a book called Studies on Semantics

in Generative (-‘n'ammar*.“.l I think neither Generative gram-

mar, nor Generative Semantics has the complete, adequate

and general domain which can lead to a full linguistic
revolution, even though such models have contributed a
great deal to language. I do not think, along with Chomsky,

that linguistics has yet undergone its real scientific

]Mazin Al-waer, "On Some Controversial Issues of
Transformational Generative Grammar Theory," an interview
with the Anferican linguist Professor Noam Chomsky, MIT,
1980, p. 18. 62



6. Conclusion

The biggest differences between transitivity in
Arabic and English are their surface structures. Se-
mantically, however, they are very similar. Both Arabic
and English use similar predicates and a series of argu-
ments to express the concept of a transitivity. Further-
more, both languages have areas of overlap and ambiguity
both in lexical and semantic domains. This comparison
of transitivity in Arabic and English is by no means a
complete or exhaustive study. It does, however, give an
indication of the elements that need to be examined in
both areas of syntax and semantics.

Nhen students try to 1eérn a foreign language
from surface to surface translation; the second language
seems to be a2lmost "illogical" and haphazard. By be-
ginning with the deep structures, Arabic and English have
in common, educators can approach the differing surface
- structures moré‘systematjca11y. Students can.be made to
reaiize that all languages choose theirﬁcategqries from a
universal sef of primes. Some languages happén to_empha-
size cérfain aspects or categories and other languages

happen to emphasize other primes. Teachers can take
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(1)_VSO

: (2) vos
Arabic English
surface (3) svo surface
structure /" structure
T (4) ovs
(5) osv
Y (X,2)

one deep structure
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His choice of one over the other does not reflect a dif-

ference in the deep structure. But he can never say:

(1) * * bought I him a book.
(2) * * him I bought a book.
(3) * * a book, bought I him.

variant constructions do occur in special instances. Ac-
cordiné to MacDonald (1978), the construction OSY in a

sentence like:
(1) Him I like.

can be attributed either a New York dialect or an old
fashioned style of speaking or writing.1 Sometimes, the -
object will appear initially in a sentence for special

emphasis:

(1) The heavy Jébs Jack always leaves for me.

\

~ While this type of variation in English syntax is indeed

‘possible, it occurs in special circumstances and carries

a particular stylistic effect. The chart below indicates
that even Arabic and English have varieties of surface

structures, yet the deep structure is the same:

1Rose Macdonald, various lectures in the course:
“Morphology and Syntax,” Spring 1978. '
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- _0 v - S
.1, ovs. Al-nafiBata kasaraha Zaydan.

= Zayd broke the window.

v _0 S N
2. VOs. Kasara al-nafifata Zaydun._™> ~

= Zayd broke the window.é,

S \ _0 x
3. SV0. Zaydun kasara al-nafilata

—
-

.~ One logical
structure
= Zayd broke the window.&

v ) 0

4. VSO. Kasara Zaydun a1-n5f15ata7

Zayd broke the window. ¥

As mentioned e§r1ier, the last example "VSO"
represents what Arab grammarians considered the most com-
mon andvpreferfed word order in transitive/intransitive
category. Variation from this order result in changes
in style, not in the deep structures; these stylistic
variations can be used for different rhetorical purposes.

English syntai, on the other hand, is not nearly
as flexible. FEach object element fills a specific slot
in a fairly specific order with the result that there is
very little variation from the standard English word
order, SVO. The argument category, object, does show
some flexibility on occasion. For example, the English

speaker has a choice between the sentences:
(1) 1 bought him a book.

(2) I bought a book for him.
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The Arabic syntactic surface structure also differs from
English, in that the object of an Arabic sentence can be
omitted, yet the meaﬁing of the §entence will still be
understood from the context. 1Ibn Jinni gave this example
from the QurEn.1

(1) wa?0tita min kulli fay?,

= You have been given from everything.

instead of

(2) wa?utita minhu fay?an.

= You have been given from it something.

The construction of the transitive Arabic sentence
is very flexible. 1Its elements can often be added, de-
leted, or rearranged; for e%amp]e, a transitive sentence
might have a reference to the agent in addition to the

subject mérker: ;

(1) Kasar - tu ana 1ka?sa.
I !

V. (S)marker (S)pronoun 0.

= I broke the glass.

Furthermore, Arabic syntax allows a variety in the word

order of a transitive sentence that does not alter the

sentence's message:

Tbn Jinni, supra, p. 372.
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Y s 0 _
(1) Fatahtu 1baba.

= | opened the door,. .
The subject market “tu" indicates that the agent is (I).

In addition to having different surface realiza-
tions of some of the argument categories, Arabic ana
English also have different surface ordering rules for
elements of the sentence. Notice that we can put the

object at the beginning of the Arabic sentence:

.0 :
(1) Al-baba fatahtuhu.

= '] opened the door.

Ibn jinni, an Arab linguist, gfves the following example
to illustrate that .this word order is a legitimate one
in Arabic.] |

-0 v S
(1) Zaydan daraba §amrun.

= Gamr hit Zayd.

According to Sibawayhi, however, the ideal word order of
the transitive verbs consists of the verb followed by the
subject which, in turn, is followed by the objeét.2

: v S 0
(2) daraba amrun Zaydan.

= amr hit Zayd.

. ]Ibn Jinni, al-xasa?is, vol. 2 (Beirut: Dar al-?ihya?
littibasa wannadir), p. 382. -~ )
2Sibawayhi, al-kitab (matbaSt biliq), vol. 1, p. 14.
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The propositional layer contains the basic mean-
ing of the senteﬁce.' The proposition is a set of rela-
tionships between a central predicate and a series of
nounphrases required by that predicate. The modality
layer is the next higher layer 6f logical structure. It
contains the tense, apsects, modal verbs and mood of the
sentence. It is domfnated only by the performative
layer. The perforﬁative layer is the highestAlayer of
logical structure. This layer contains an abstract verb
of SAYING, ASKING, or ORDERING, which can distinguish
statements from questions and commands.

The specific ordering rules of English and Arabic
will place either the objective or the agent arguments -
category in the subject slot, but the same deep structure
tree diagram holds for both English and Arabic sentence.
As far as the surface structure is concerned, unlike
English, the subject argument in Arabic comes after_the
verb in a verbal sentence and at the beginning of the
sentence, if it is a nominal sentence. In the case of
the verbal sentence, if the agent is a prcnoun it remains
separated from the verb, as in the sentence:

v Pr 0 _
(1) Fataha howa al-bab.

= He opened the door.
but the agent can also be indicated by the subject marker

which is attached to the verb, for example:
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on Cook's model (1980:9) illustrates how Arabic and
English have different syntactic arrangement for the
saﬁe semantic representation. The three layers of
logical structure may be iilustrated by setting up the
logical structure for any simple declarative sentence:

(1) is given in the tree structure diagram:(2):

(1) 1 opened the door. _I opened the door.
= . OPEN (I, door). N4
1 fatahtu al-baba

(1) fatahtu al-baba.
= 's "FATAHA (tu, bab).
-l -

S I say to you that .

_ = %ana ?aqulu laka ?an
v NP. NP NP
SAY_ I You
?AQUL  Ana Laka

S
',///’qa\\ it was in the past
v NP = kana fi zzamani 1madi
PAST . s.

: R N NP

y
Ssm—————p {, easT open 20
QL\\\ ] open the door.
= fatahtu 1bdaba.

v NP NP
OPEN I door
FATAH tu bab.

(1) ONS,: Tense incorporation.

(2) ONS,: Performative deletion

(3) V-NP Inversion
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5. AComparative Point of View

In comparing English with Arébi;, we notice how
transitivity in each .language differs in the surface
structure. Arabic for example, restricts passive sen-
tences derived from transitive verbs from expressing the

agent while English does not:

(1) The boy opened the door.

English = The door was opened by Fhe N~ o Arabic

structure N boy. / structure
e R | v S 0 - ———————
(2) Fataha Zaydun al-baba.

- Fltina 1b3by]
"However, because the surface syntax of a given sentence
is connected with its semantic content, neither is profitably
discussed without reference to the other. Each language
uses syntactic arrangements to express the essential under-
lying semantic features. Therefore, Generative Semantics,
that all languages draw upon a universal set of semantic
primes consisting of various layers of structuré, the propo-
sitional layer, the modality layer, and the performative
layer, is very useful and adequate in such discussion of

. transitivity in English and Arabic. The chart below, based

]In English, there is ambiguity in differentiating
state-adjective constructions and passive constructions:
e.g., "The window is broken.". Arabic, however, has two separe_atex
syntactic canstructions in this respect:_e.g., (1) Ar-nafivcatu
maftihatun (state-adj), (2) Futihat al-naficatu (passive).
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Al-suyuti listed some examples of verbs that can be both

transitive and intransitive.]
0
(1) n!zaf;ﬁ_lbi?ra. > tv (action)

= I exhausted the well.
- 8

(2) nazafati 1bi?ru iv (process)

h g

= *The well exhausted.
(1) Sarahtu 1m5¥iyata.———-——-——+ tv (action)
= I led the cattle.
v R
(2) Saruhat a]-mgiiyatu.———————) iv (process)
= The cattle moved.
v S 0
(1) dala%a Zaydun lisanahu.— tv (action)
= Zayd protruded his tongue.

v S
(2) dalaf¥a 1isanuhu. » iv (process)

= His tongue protruded.
Transitive/intransitive verbs, then are expressed

through a number of different surface structures, further-
more, we find that a variety of syntactic relationships
exists between the;e two types of verbs. Transitive/
intransitive verb in Arabic is also expressed through
various syntaﬁtic structures, some of which are similar

to English, some of which are different. While the surface
structure of English and Arabic may dfffer in their treat-
ment of transitivity, their deep and underlying structures

.are essentially similar.

IA] ~Suyutj, al-muzhir fii Suldm al- -luga, matbaqt
dar ?ihya? al-kutub al- farablyya, pp. 236-38, ,
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There are some verbs which are restricted to
EdgliSh. They convey a Qifferent meaning as intransitive
verbs than they do when they function as transitive verbs,

for example:

(1) He sang a good song. tv (action)

v v

(2) He sings. iv (process)

(3) He wrote a long term paper.———¥ tv (action)

(4) He writes. » iv (process)
In the case where the verb functions intransitively, the
verbs imply that he earns his 1iving by writing or sing-
ing. A similar situation arises with other YFrbs, for
example, the question "Do you drink?" is different from
the question "Do you drink coffee?" These two questions
have different semantic and underlying representations.
Unlike the verbs "sing" and "write" the intransitive
verb “drink" does not refer to someone's profession; it
refers specifically to the drinking of alcoholic beVerages.
In a]] of these examples, the meaning of the intransitive
verb is very specific. Because of the absence of the ob-
ject the listener automatically understands the reference
to a specific type of action.

There are many verbs in Arabic which have the

peculiarity that they can exist with or without an object.
Thus such verbs have two logical representations which

function within two semantic domains. The grammarian
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(1) John and Ma}y met.

= John met Mary, and Mary met John.
Some intransitive verbs are used transitively with what

is morphologically called a cognéte object. For example:

(1) He died the death of a hero.
(2) He slept the sleep of righteous.

Arab linguists, however, dealt with this kind of construc-
tion from an intransitive perspective considering the
English obJeEts "death, sleep" to be verbal nouns which
can be formalized for emphatic and stylistic purposes.

In a smilar situation, some transitive verbs can
be used intransitively to express an idea of passivity
like what we have seen before. This kind of linguistic
construction is valid in English and Arabic (restrictively

in Arabic). For example:

(1) That window breaks easily.Fk

= tankasiru tilka nnififa bisuhilaw

English {3 (2) The sweater washes easily, —_— > Arabic
_ Structure < structure
= tanga511u lkanzatu bisuhula._ -
: &«

(3) The car moves slowly.

= tataharraku :ssayyaratu bibut?.

The syntactic subject in these sentences does not actually
perform the action of the verbs; they are not the semantic

agents.
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According to American linguists (1ike Walter A,
Cook, 1980:13-24), the state is universally considered
to be the basic form no matter what the morphology and
syntax of the parfi:ular Iinguage indicates. The

direction of derivation is shown in Cook (1980:19).
state + Inchoative = process + causative = action

The verb "MOVE" s anmother example of basic-derived
process, in these English and Arabic sentences which

have two semantic realities.

Arabic i''.‘-'"'.F'.'..F_.‘,_,.:,..JTr'mn51‘1:'E1.rqa
MOVE
English ' qhhhﬂhﬁilntransitfve

Yy
{1) The tree moved. = taharrakati]SSajaratu‘

tree
MOVE ( ¥
5] gajqra

(2} John moved the three, = Harraka Iaydun]aT-Eajard.

l

John, tree
]anE {Zayd. éajara]'

S

There is a particular verb in English called "reciprocal
verb.” A reciprocal verb 1s a verb which, when used
without an object, has a semantically p]ur&l subject.
In this situation the subjects are also semantica11ylthe

direct object:
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The four derivations are summarized éccording to Chafe's
model in Walter A. Cook (1970-1978:50-82, Case Grammar)

as follows:

Inchoative

/}ﬂ Causative
stateﬂ;\ \\\59processz//)a \\:;ziaction

resultative Decausative

The process of lexical deqompositfon imposes a
question .such as, which form is basic and which form de-
._rived? Accordfng to Arab grammarians, neither the state
nor the process and the action forms are basic, but
rather it is the Root which is the basic form in linguistic
reality from which all the state, process and action forms
aré derived. So, if we have the Root "ktb = wrfte" for
example, we can derive all linguistic forms possible frem

this root:

(1) yaktubu write ———————-5 ty (action)

(2) yuktabu = is written >V (passive)

(3) katib = writer » N (animate)

‘ (4) kitaba = writing ———> N (abstract)
ﬁggt\//x(s) maktub = written — > N (state)

T \\\"(6) mukataba = corresponding —> N (abstract)

3(7) maktaba = library ————3 N (location)

(8) maktad = c¢ffice Y N (location)

(9) kitab = book ' > N (concrete)
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As we have seen in the chart, lexical decomposition is an
important linguistic process because it shows different
underlying semantic realities which have differe&t logical
structures in both Arabic and English. Thus the transitive/
intransitive category can be perceived as stdte, process

and action verb within the same domain. These verbs are
often morpho1ogfca11y and semantically related to each other,
The scope of four semantic derivational units can describe

these relations.
(1) Inchoative = changes a state to a process (iv), it adds

the abstract predicate "COME ABOUT" to the structure,
for example:
thick + inc = thicken (iv) —> process

Gaxin + inc = Oaxuna (iv) —> process
(2) Resultative = changes a process to a state, it subtracts

the abstract predicate "COME ABOUT" from the structure,
for example:
break (iv) + res = broken (adj) —> state
?inkasara (iJ) + res = maksur (adj) ——> state
(3) Causative = changes a process to a state; it adds the

abstract predicate "CAUSE" to the structure, for example:
open (iv) + caus = open (tv) —» action
?infataha (iv) + caus = fataha (tv) — action

(4) Decausative = changes an action to a process; it subtracts

the predicate CAUSE from the structure, for example:

cut (tv) + decaus = cut (iv) —> process

qataSa (tv) + decaus = ?inqataSa (iv) — process
. T a7 .



BE-State (adjective)

BECOME-Process (intransitive)

CAUSE-Action (transitive)

English Arabic English Arabic . English Arabic
1) OPEN «—— maftiih OPEN €——> ?infataha OPEN ¢——— fataha
'2) BROKEN «<—> maksur BREAK ¢——— 7inkasara Break &——> kasara
3) move é————>|nutaparrik move <——> tataharrak move €———» harraka
4) thicke——> Baxina thicken (———h-?eaxuﬁa thicken €—- ?asxana
5) deaf «——> ?a§amm P 6——>9p deafened €—) ?asamma
'6) dead e——y mayyit die ¢——— mita ki1l ¢—ff—> amata
'7) healthy ¢y mujafa p < » tafafa P ¢——)Jafa
'8) washed «— P wash €—————> ?ingasala wash ¢———— gasala
'9) rolled ¢— mutadahrij}j roll <—— tadahraja roll ¢&—> dahrja
0) ¢ e— munsaf%q slam <——-?-——-) ’insafaqa' slam &—» sa%aqa
1) protruded & mun&a]iq protrude ¢«— da1é€a protruded ¢ dala$a
2) ignited ¢— mudagpa ignited ¢—— ?ada’at ignited ¢—> 7ada’a
3) lowered ¢— habit p € > habata lowered ¢— habata
4) eclipsed ¢ kasifa . eclipsed ¢—3 kasafat eclipsed ¢— kasafa
5) thin ¢<—— nahif thin ¢———) nahufa thin &—— ?anhafa
6) led {————-—9|nuﬁsariha g < > 7iﬁ§arapat led ¢&——> saréha
7) crowded €—~)nmzdahiﬁ crowd €———> ?izdahama crowd ¢—> zahaﬁa
8) fé&———9 ' sheeze 6——~—->§atas$ p é———f———1>9a£tasa
9) read ¢ maqru? read ¢———— 9 T read &——> qa;é?a
'0) blue ¢—— ?azraq P % ?izraqqat Pe—> 9
1) red ¢—) ?ahmar redden &——— ?ihmarra redden ¢——> hammara
2) white ¢ 7a6yag whiten &—» 7i6yadda whiten ¢&—) Bayyada
'3) black ¢—3) ?aswad blacken ¢—— ?iswadda blacken ¢——3 sawwada
'4) green —>» ?axdar green ¢(——) ?ixdarra green {——> xaddara
'5) yellow ¢«—» 2asfar yellow &> ?isfarra yellow ¢&—> saffara
'6) brown —— bur.miyy brown ¢<-——> 9 | brown (——ﬁﬂ
'7) gray ¢——» ramadiyy | gray ¢——> 90 gray €——> 9
'8) raised ¢—> murtafifa | 0 ¢ Y ?irtafajat rajse <L-———e>rafa$a
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The chart below is a list of related verbs in English and
Arabic, which can show some of these lexical and semantic

gaps in transitive/intransitive function.
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causes a state to come into being. The atomic predicate,
COME ABOUT is defined as -PTP, where P = a proposition,
-P = the negative of that proposition, and T is a two-place
operator meaning "and next" (Cook, 1980). For example,
"The door opened =?infataha 1b3bu" is translated as "The
door was not open = kana 1babu gayra maftﬁpin" "AND NEXT™
“The'door was open = kana 1babu maftuhan." "COME ABOUT"
is a one-place intransitive predicate which always has a
state within its scope. In the factoring of inchoative
and causative from lexical predicates, the first step is
to determine the existence of ré]afed state, process, and
action forms (Cook, 1980:13-23).

Aqtua]]y, the state form is the BE form, the
process form is the BECOME form, and the action form is the
MAKE BECOME form. Lexical and semantic gaps will be
found in English as well as in Arabic. The English
predicate "BLUE" have neither inchoative nor causative
forms. The Arabic predicate ?AZRA] = "BLUE" in turn,
lacks the Causative form, but it has the inchoative one.
The lexicon of Arabic and English, however, provides sets
of lexically related verb forms derived from a single root.
These forms are sémantica]1y related by the semantic
derivation; inchoative, resultative, causative, decausative.
Lexical gaps of some adjectives, and transitive/intransitive
forms in the paradigm are filled by paraphrases or by new

roots. Semantic gaps cannot be filled by paraphrases.
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(3) John opened the door. = fataha Zaydun a] baba.

CAUSE (g°hg COME ABOUT (.BE OPEN (g‘a-’g") ) ) —3actiol
Sl a ) 53 38251 verb
. .. : 3.A. ONS3:
v,/””’TJ\\“s v///,,f’qu\\\\\ © ONS,: PR 2
ONS,: 1) PR £2
NP NP 1 :
CAUSE ,John 2) lexical
(Zayd) \ CAUSE (g:;n) \ insertic
PR #1 S V - NP inversion
COME ABOUT \
(door
//,§Q\\\\ bab
V’ NP COME ABOUT BE OPEN
BE QPEN (dOOY‘)

bab

s
NP NP

CAUSE ,John John door
(Zay ) \ AELN (Zayd (doery

(door CAUSE BE OPEN
bab .
tv

COME ABOUT BE OPEN.
Acqording to MacCawley (1976), the atomic predicate

“"CAUSE" is a two-place transitive predicate that relates an
event to an event, or an agent to an event. “CAUSE" never
directly dominates a state, but has within its scope a

‘process or an event. An agent does not cause a state, he

*Y.NP inversicn cannot be applied to the verbal con-

ctruction in Arabic, i.e., VSO.
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The logical structures for the state, process, and
action forms of-the adjective "OQPEN" are illustratgd in

sentences (1), (2), (3) and the accompanying diégrams.

(1) The Foor is open. = al-babu Paftﬁbun

door e
S]BE OPEN (bSb ) . e state verb
Vi NP .
BE OPEN (dgor)
bab

(2) The door opened. = ?infataha lbabu
: — : )

COME ABOUT ( BE OPEN (92°T) ) —— process verb

Sy 2 >
S
v,”/,,/QN\\\\\“P
COME ABOUT l
S
v NP
bab

42
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As a matter of fact, Arab linguists did not ex-
plain this kind of linguistic construction, except for
their explanation of transitive and intransitive po1nts
of view, and their classification of nominal and verbal
sentence perspectives.

American linguists, however, analyze this kind
of verb explicitly in a number of ways. According to
Fillmore (1968:1-88), verbs like "OPEN" are basically
transitive. If the agent is not mentioned the patient
becomes the syntactic subject. We assume that "someone
or something opened the door" even tﬁough we do not
choose to specify the agent, when we say "the door opened."
According to Macbona]d (1978), the verbs in these situa-
tions are bas%caTTy intransitive. In the sentence "John
opened the door," we rea]Ty mean that "John caused the
door to open." There is a causative relationship between
the subject and the dbject. But given a set of related
state, process, and action forms from the same morpho-
'logical root--a set of relationships which are analyzed
4¥n an adequate and scientific way by Professor Walter A.
Cook (1970-1978:50-82 and 1980:13-24), the 1exica1.de§ompo—
sition hypothesis suggests that the state verb is the
pasic form. The process form is composed of state +
_ inchoative, represented by the atomic predicate, COME ABOUT,
and the action verb is composed of the proééss verb +

causative, represented by the atomic predicate CAUSE.
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(2) Lam yaksir Zaydun Siddata nawafid. (iv)
"Zayd did not break many windows."
=5, LAM (g YAKSIR (Zaydun, nawafid, (< IDDATA (nawafi¥)>)
1 2 3 S

)
3 555

v NP
LAM l
S two-place predicate
Transitive semantic
reality
v NP NP

YAKSIR  Zayd ////\\\\
NP s
nawafiﬁ/////’*k\\\\
. V .

NP_
S IDDATA nawafio

Another aspect of transitive/intransitive classification
arises in the structura} framework of. the English verb "OPEN"
and its counterpart "YAFTAH = open" in Arabic. We can
illustrate the idgﬁtica] semantic and syntactic structures

of these two verbs in such sentences:

(1) The door is open. (state = adj)

= al-babu maftuhun. FR\\\\

English (2) The door opened. (process = iv)<;__q::;.Arabic
structure / structure

= ?infataha l1babu., S/

' (4
. “(3) John opened the door. (action = tv)
40




(2) Jdohn did not break many windows. (tv)

- : ; M ind
s NOT (S BREAK (John, windows, éi ANY (win ows%.> % )
1 2 3 3 %2

) two-~ p1ace predicate
Transitive semantic

S
//[\ reality

v NP NP
BREAK John /////’\\\\\
' NP s,
windows /////Q{\\\
v NP
MANY windows

The Arabic verb "YANKASIR = Break" can have two sgmantic

]

realities like its counterpart in English.
Arab1c,¢ Transitive

/’,”,,fYANKASIR
English& Intransitive

(1) Lam tankasir al-nafifa. (iv)
"The window did not break."
= s, LAM (SZTANKASIR (naf1éa ) )S
LAM :
one place predicate

S
Intrans1t1ve semantic
reality -

TANKASIR naf16a
39



4. The Transitive/Intransitive Verb Category
in Arabic and English

Although we categorize transitive and intransitive
verbs according to their sequence requirements, the
distinctions between these two types of verbs are not al-
ways clear cut in both English and Arabic. Some verbs
can exist either with or without an object, and thus can
be classified as intransitive and transitive. For example,
the English verb "BREAK" can have two semantic realities

in its structure.

English ”/’///;7Transitive
'>BREAK |
Arabic sﬁ“s““ﬁﬁlntranSitive

(1) The window did not break. (iv) \ i

= Not(.BREAK (window)
S] . S

2

v .
NOT _
. one-place predicate

S .
P
. 52_{}-—*-——*
'*’*,,/”\\\\\ Intransitive semantic
\

reality

).
239

v NP
BREAK _ window .

. 38




relationships among them; for example:

v _S 04 02 03
. (1) 7a§1lama 1lahu Zaydan §amran xayran minka

"May God give Zayd. and §amr an awareness that is
better than yours."

= s TASLAMA (11ahu, Zaxdan. 2mran, xayran)
1 '

AND

Intransitive verbs in Arabic are those verbs
which cannot take an object directly. However, in spite
of this syntactic definition, some intra;sitive verbs
have essentially transitive meanings. In order for these
intransitive verbs to be transitive in deep structure,

they need a helping particle "preposition" in their sur-

face structure, for example:

(1) "7i8a 7asrafa 17ahmaqu fii malihi

?intahs tamruhu ?ilal faqri wagagada fii baytihi."

“I1f a fool squanders his money, he will end up

penniless, and will stay at home."

Each of these words "mal = money" "faqr = poverty" and
"bayt = house" is the semantic object of the verb which
precedes it. As far as surface structure is concerned,
these verbs are considered intransitive verbs, because

their objects are considered objects of breposition.

37



1

(1) Objects which can form-nomiha]'sentenc;s-by them-
selves, for example: L

xV 01 02
(1) Oanantu ssahaba mumtiran
“I thought that the cloud was raining."”

X -
= s, OANAN (tu, sahabah, mumtiran).

Object] and object2 alone can form a valid Arabic sentcence,

for example: g
S Pa
(2) al-sahabu mumtirun

“The cloud is raining."

“ s, BE MUMTIR (sahab).

(2) Objects which cannot form nominal sentences by
themselves, for example:

, v S 0y. 02
(1) tTaftaytu ssa?ila malan’

"1 gave the beggar money."

= TASTAY (tu, ssapil, mal) _
In the case of the second group, the objects cannot form

correct nominal sentences. We cannot make for example,
a sentence from number (1), because it will be an invalid

Arabic sentence:

(2) * * Passigilu malun.

"beggar . . . money"

There is another type of transitive verb in Arabic which
- takes three objects. As Sibawayhi mentioned, none of the

three objects may be omitted, because of the semantic
' 36



for the object in this sentence to precede the subjéct:.

v 0o - S .
(2) daraba Zaydan §abdullahi
Sabdulla hit Zayd.

= 5 DARABA (¢abdulla, Zayd).
1

The sentence will be understood because of the case end-

ing or what is called "al-%ifrab = declension." Accord-

ing to Sibawayhi, although it is possible for the object

. to precede the subject of a transitive verb, Arab gram-
marians prefer the subject to précede the object.

One grammarian, Ibn yaﬁig, c1assified transitive

verbs into two types:
(1) al_ﬁilaj verb category, which involves the use of

body limbs: "darab = hit, qatala = kill.,*
(2) non-al-9ilaj verb category, which does not involve
the use of body limbs: "éakara = mention, fahima =

understood."1

Sibawayhi wrote that when a verb takes two objects,
neither object may be omitted; the two objects must go to-
gether because of the semantic relationship between them.
The objects of these types of transitive verbs can be di-
vided into groups according to their syntactic relation-

ship to each other:

]Ibn—yafix. Larn al-mufassal (matbagt dar tihya?
al-kutub al-Garabiyya), p. 14 (n.d.).
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object, indirect object or object complement. The in-
transitive verb alone is sufficient. Like transitive
verbs, intransitive verbs can occuf as a single verb, or
as a compbund verb: 1.e., they can consist of a verb

plus an adjunct. \
B. Arabic Perspective

The well-known medieval Arab grammarian, Sibawayhi
discussed the categories of the Arabic "word.*. According
to him, an Arabic word falls into one of three classifica-

1 The discus-

tions: (1) nouns, (2) verbs, (3) particiles.
sion of transitivity, however, wiH] focus on Sibawayhi's
second word category: verbs.

Transitive verbs in Arabic are those verbs which
take one direct object or two objects or sometihes three
objects without the heed of any special particle or
preposition as we have seen in English. Sibawayhi men-

tioned the type of transitive verb which takes an object

and he gave this example:

v S - 0
(1) daraba Sabdullahi Zaydan
abdullahit Zayd.
DARABA (Sabdulla, Zayd).

S1
He explained that "{abdullahi" is nominative subject and

“Zaydan" is accusative object. 1!t is possible, however,

]Sibawayhi, al-Kitab “matba§t bulaq, p, 2 (n.d.).
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Finally, some transitive verbs do not yield to the trans-

formation-passive rule, For example:

(1) John met Mary (to go acquaipted).
(2) * * Mary was met by John.
(3) The teacher married Mary.

(4) * * Mary was married by the teacher.

Just as an fndirect object can co-occur with the direct
object in the same transitive sentence, so can the object
complement. The 6bject complement is realized by either
a noun phrase, an adjective phrase, or an infinitive.

As the following examples illustrate, the object comple-~

ment follows the direct object:
(1) They made the 1ittle girl upset.

(2) They elected him president.
(3) She wanted him to buy it.

4

In such sentences, there is only one possible tfansforma—
tion passive ruTe. The direct object can become the

syntactic subject, but the object complement cannot:

(1) He was elected president.

(2) * * President was he elected.

The Intransitive verbs in English fall into the
category of those verbs which do not require any object.

They do not take any of the sequences involving a direct
33



the indirect object (Mary) acts as the patient. Some-
times, the indirect object can be non-participating in a
given sentence. Therefore, we can omit it and still have

a syntactic and semantic validity like this sentence:
(1) Mary bought a gift.

= BUY (Mary, gift).
1

And as mentioned earlier, the indirect object can be re-

placed by a prepositional phrase like this example:
(1) He bought his friend a gift.

= He bought a gift for his friend.
As shown in this example, if the indirect object is part

of a prepositional phrase, it follows the direct object.

Some transitive verbs that have both a direct and indirect

object allow only transformation-passive rule. _For examp]e:'_

(1) They accused him of murder.
ACCUSE (They, hin, murder).

By T-Passive Rule (2) He was accused of murder.
5

Some transitive verbs allow two transformation-

passive rules. In one, the indirect object becomes the
synpactic subject, and in the other, the direct objecf
- takes the role of syntactic subject, for example:
(1) They -gave John the money.
(2) They gave money to John.
(3) John was given the money.
(4) Money was given to John.

32
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if it is used without a preposition. If the noun follows
a preposition, it is no longer an indirect object but the

object of a préposition. For example:
(1) Jdack built ‘his son a house.

= Jack buflt a house for his son.

Action verbs such as "give, buy, send, bring, lend, write"

often take an indirect object as well as a direct object.

Similarly, verbs such as "elect, appoint, name, make,

choose, consider" are also followed.by more than Just a
direct object. Instead of an indirecs object, the direct

object is followed by an object complement, for example:
(1) The U.S.A. elected Mr. Carter president.

Transitive verbs, however, have a variety of
forms; they can consist of a single moun, or they can
also be open compounds. Direct objects also-appear in a
variety of forms, consisting of a noun, noun phrase, in-
finitive, gerund or clause. The transitive verb comple-
mentation involves both direct and indirect objects, as
we have seen before. The indirect object frequently pre-
cedes the direct object and stands as recipient or bene-

ficiary. In the sentence,

(1) Jdohn bought Mary a gift.

= ¢ BUY (John, Mary, gift)
: .
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~often co-occurs with an indiréct’object or an objeci
complement. The direct object of the predicate consists
of a noun phrase, nominal structure or pronoun that indi-
cates who or what receives the action expressed by the
predicate. Though the direct object usually comes afﬁer
the predicate on occasion it will precede the predicate
for special emphasis or sty]ist%c effect especially in

‘the surface structure, for example:
(1). The heavy jobs Jack always leaves'for me.

= ¢ LEAVE (Jack, me, jobs).,
: .

In addition, the direct object might occur in:.an initial

position when -a transformation-question rule is applied:

(1) She dropped the book.

= g. DROP (she, book).
'l \

By T-Question Rule (2) What did she drop?

5 . 7
However, when a sentence also contains an indirect object,

it is possible that the direct object will be separated

from the predicate, for example:

(1) Jack wrote Susan a letter.

= s WRITE (Jack, Susan, letter).

(2) John gave Mary flowers.

= g GIVE (John, Mary, flowers).
.
A noun or pronoun is considered an indirect object only

[} 30



English verb is a set of éxpectations about what must
accompany it. For example, when a listener hears the
utterance "He opened . . . .," he expects more semantic
arguments to follow the predicate “"OPEN.® The predicate
alone is not a logical structure validity_in this 1lin-
guistic level. According to Professor Walter A. Cook
(1980:6), English verb sequences can be classified ac-
cording to one-place predicate, two-place predicate, and

three-place predicate as in the fol]owing'examples.l

(1) One-place predicate

John yawns S : Intransitive
. # Structure
S] YAWN (John).

(2) Two-place predicate

John killed Bill s Transitive
' - '; Structure
S, KILL (John, Bil1). :

.,V T NP P
KILL John Bill
(3) Three-place predicate '
John gave Mary . S ' .. Transitive
flowers. . f“*'? Structure

= g GIVE (Jotin, Mary,
-7 flowers).

V3 NP NP NP
GIVE John Mary flowers
: _ Ind:0 Dir:0
Transitive verbs are those verbs which can fall in

two or three-place predicate classification. One object

]wa1ter A. Cook, “"Introduction to Generative Semantics,”
1980, Georgetown University., p. 6.
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these verbs has its own syntactic and categorized pe-
culiarities, they are all very similar in their underlying

representations as indicated below.

English "kill" . ]
simi]ar/ . . different
deep ) Japanese “korosu" surface
structuFE“‘*xﬁﬁ‘ﬁ} | structure

Arabic "qatala"

The traditional definition of transitivity is based

entireix on syntax with little regard for semantic and
logical structure explanation. Syntactically speaking, a
transitive verb is one that takes an dbject, and an in-
transitive verb is a verb that does not take an object.
According to traditional Arab grammarians, a transitive
verb, or rather a transitive action is an action that is
transmitted from an actor to something acted upon. Al-
though Arab and American Qrammarians classify the transi-
tivity into two categories namely, transitive verb cate-
gory and intransitive verb category, some verbs can exist
efther with or without an object and can thus be classi-
fied in the transitive/intransitive category.

3. Transitive and Intransitive Verb Categories
in English and Arabic

A. American Perspective
" In English, verbs are recognized and classified
not only according-to;their forms or inflections, but also

according to -their seqdehée requirements. Built into the
28



2. Procedures of the Analysis

Transitivity is as complex a subject as language
itself. This kind of linguistic construction differs from
language to6 language in its syntactic structures, but it
is, somehow, similar in its logical represeﬁtations in all
languages. The semanticist Fillmore (1968:1-88) discussed
how the English verb "kill1" and the Japanese verb "korosu =
ki11" have different surface structures because of their
different transitive 1"unct'ions.‘l The Japanese verb re-
quires an animate subject, while the English verb allows

sentences such as:

(1) The fire killed the boy.
(2) A falling stone killed the boy.

In turn, the Arabic verb "qatata = kill" is syntactically
different from both,the Japanese and English verbs. Ibn
Ya§ 7¥¢, the medieval Arab grammarian, classified the verb
"qatala = ki]]“ under the "al-§ilaj verp category" whfch.
jnvolves the use of body limbs. This category is diffef—
ent from the "non-alfilaj verb category" which does not

2

involve the use of body limbs. However, while each of

]Fillmore, "The Case for Case," in Bach and Harms
(New York, 1968), pp. 1-88. :

\I ) -
2Ibn yaSi¥, Sarh al-mufassal (matbaqt dar fihya?
al-kutub al-garabiyya), p. 14. °° : *
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Transitivity represents an area of. semantic and
syntactic dimension that benefits.greatly from Generatijve
Semantic approach. While the concept that transitive
“actions are somehow distinct from intransitive actions is
a common phenomenon in languages, their treatment 1in tﬁe
language structure varies. Because Arabic and English
treat these two types of actions differently, students
learning either'ldnguage are faced with the task of deal-
ing with new concepts and categories as weil as with new
forms and structures. ‘ "

The purpose of this paper is to examine and com-
pare these categories of Arabic and English transitivity

concentrating on transitive/intransitive verb and itg

surface and underlying deep representation.
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Introduction

Generative Semantics is a new approach in lin-
guistic analysis. In this area, the linguist relates the
surface structures of sentences to their underlying se-
mantic representations. More important for our purpose,
however, Generative Semantics can help foreign language
teachers and textbook writers.to be familiar with the
similar semantic and deep structures of two 1anguage§,
even though their syntactic and surface structures vary.

Fries (1945:9) wrote: "The most effective ma-
terials are those that are based upon a scientific descrip-
tion of the language to be learned, carefully, compared
Qith a pafa11e1 description of the native language of the

ul By examining two languages, in terms of their

learner.
semantic and deep structures in one hand, and in terms of
their syntactic and surface structures in the other hand,
teachers can minimize, for example, the interference be-ﬁ
tween the two Tanguages-that often accqmpanies second lan-
guage learning. ' Furthermore, they can help the students
to avoid some of the pitfé]]s and errors that accompany

surface to surface and deep to deep translation.

]Char1es Fries, Teaching and Learning as a Foreign
Language (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1945),
p. 9.
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(2) Arabic semantic categorization

n

(1) yaktubu write ————— 3V (tv)

(2) katib = writer———3N (animate)
(3) kitaba = writing-__;___glN (abstract)
(4) maktub = written——— __sN (state)
(5) mukataba = corresponding— N (abstract)
:(6) maktaba = library > N (location)
(7) maktab = office 3> N (location)
(8) kitab = book 3y N (concrete)

5. Comparative Point of View

(1) vso
o (2) vos
, Arabic "English
- surface ——§(3) SV0 €«————=surface
structure structure
' (4) ovs - -
\(5) osy /
~Sy (x,2) |

one deep structure

6. Conclusion

(1) Generative seﬁantics is a useful and adequate
analysis in handling the universal semantic domaih in lan-
guages.

| (2) Recent statement was made by Chomsky concerning
Generativg Semantics.
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3. Transitive and Intransitive Verb Category

(1) American perspective

0ne-p1ace'predicate

Intransitiveg

7:
Transitive € — Two-Three-place predicate

(2) Arabic perspective
Intransitive €————) Sibawayhi's category

Transitive € > Sibawayhi‘s/ibn-jinni
Ibn-ya 1s_category

4. Transitive/Intransitive Verb Category

English Transitive
BREAK<:::::”;? ~

Arabic ﬂﬁ"lntransitive

(1) Not (BREAK (John, windows MAFY (windows) )) (tv.)
LAM (YAKSIR (Zayd, nawafi® IDData (nawafid) )) (tv.)

(2) Not (BREAK (window)) (iv)

LAM (TANKASIR (nifida)) (iv)
Lexjcal decomposition

BE-state BECOME-process ‘ CAUSE-action

E e A Ee— A E¢—> A

] munsafigq slam ?insafaaqa slam safaqa
black ?aswad blacken ?iswadda blacken P

thick Qaxina thicken Baxunat thicken 7a@xana

(1) Cook's semantic categorization
= Causative

1;?” \i::jiPVOCesS’F”//”’ \\\SAction
& “\H\\‘“Decausativez/

“Resultative

Inchoative

State
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ABSTRACT i

1. Introduction

Transitivity represents an area of semantic and syn-
tactic dimension that benefitsgreatly from Generative Se-
mantics. Because Arabic and English tréat these two types
of actions differently, students learning either language
are faced with the task of dealing with new and different
categories which represent similar semantic structure.

The purpose of this paper is to examine and compare
these categories concentrating on transitive/intransitive
verb category and its surface and underlying deep represen-

tations.

2. Procedures of the Analysis . ;
| |

English "kill" ¢ '
Similar 1//,/””,T;7 : \‘\\\E‘“‘Nﬁxﬁﬁi‘differént
deep —y Japanese "korosu" € - . surface
structugzx‘Ng\\\\ﬁ> ‘ ’,””’,,ff”” structure
" Arabic “"qatala" € :

(1) Traditional definition ¢ -» Syntactic

(2) New definition € » Semantic
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5. For a detailed description of the methodology
used in sampling subjects, recording and tran-
scribing data, see «L’Arabe fondamental ler
niveau» in Cahiers de Linguistique, No. 4, C.E.
R.E.S., 1971, Tunis. See also A. Al-Ayed,
fonds lexical commun du Maghreb et Ensei-
gnement Moderne » paper presented at the 7th
Meeting of the AIMAV (Association Interna-
tionale pour le Recherche et la Diffusion des
Méthodes Audiovisuelles), Sousse, Tunisia, July
14-21, 1974.

6. The word ’horse’ for example has at least four
synonyms (hisane, faras, jawad, khayl).

7. Gougenheim, et al., 1964, in L’Elaboration du
Francais Fondamental (ler degré), use the term
disponibilité in talking about words whose fre-
quency is low but which are used and useful.
Nous les appelons ainsi (i.e. disponibles) parce
que quoiqu’ils ne soient pas souvent prononces
ou écrits effectivement, ils sont a4 notre dispo-
sition (p.143).

.8. The purpose of the last tow criteria was to
ensure, according to the authors, that the final
list be as complete.as possible, and adaptable to
the needs of modern life (p.VI). This explains
why the authors have added at the end of the
Arabic/ French lexicon an alphabetized list of
scientific and technical terms.

9. In Febryary 1975 the list was officially
adopted by the Ministries of Education of the
three countries and is currently used in the pre-
paration of textbooks for the first three grades
(rasid, pp.201-210).

10 . El-Ayed (1974, see above), one of the con-
tributors of this lexicon had this to say : «Grice
a cette langue proche des parlers des enfants
dans une certaine proportion, langue établie
selon le souci d’assurer la pérennite comme inst-

rument linguistique bas de I'unité culturelle

- Arabe, donc loin de la «specificité régionale, »
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mais tendant a P'unité culturelle, langue adaptée
ou presque a la vie authentique sans fanatisme,
modemne sans aliénation, donnant au fur et &
mesure des solutions aux probléme de dig—
lossie,... du bilinguisme... et du plurilinguisme,
langue en quéte d’assumer le pari de la mode-
rnité.» (p.4)

11. This word was literalized as srux (p.74)
12: This and subsequent examples are taken

from the Arabic/ French section of the lexicon.

13. For further assessment of these lexical weal-
nesses and their possible impact on the teaching
of Arabic to speakers of other languages, see

-souissi, M.R., 1979, pp. 68-71.

14. For a discussion of the typographic innova-
tions see Mahmoud, 1979b, pp. 76-112. As to
the lexicographic ones, see ar-rasid al-lughawi,
pp-XI-XII

. 15. See note 9. This assumption will have to be

substantiated by empirical studies which are yet

" to be made.

16. There are at present within ALECSO 15°
commitees representing 15 Arab countries
which, since 1975, have started collecting data
and culling primary school books in their
respective countries following as closely as
possible the same methodological procedures.

‘17. The original Arab version of Sesame Street.

18. One of the concerns of the linguists in the
production team was that by adopting MSA,
they may be placing a barrier of unacceptable
proportions between the viewing child and the
subject matter of the series, which includes a
variety of educational goals (Palmer, 1979).



in a form of Arabic not too far removed from
the ~child’s native medium of daily commu-
nication. Given the current, massive spread of
arabized education at the primary level and the
ongoing implementation of this list in the three
countries, it would not be an exaggeration to
state that the overall content of this lexical work
will be within the understanding of the target
population even though most of it may not
be used in everyday speech (15).

Despite these weaknesses, the word list, as it
stands now, constitutes a promising beginning of
what many academicians, language planners and
teachers have been calling for. In fact, the work
was so well received that the Arab League’s
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organ-
ization (ALECSO) has started a program de-
signed to prepare a-pan-Arab, unified, lexical list
built along the same sociolinguistic guidelines,
which would ultimately serve the «functionaly
needs of primary school children throughout the
Arab world (16). '

3. Some Educational Implications

Perhaps one of the contributions of such a
common lexical endeavor is the answer it may
bring ta the chronic problem facing specialists in
children's literature and television programs,
namely. which form of Arabic to use. The team
of the new television series Iftah Ya Simsim
("Open Sesame’), (17) for example, would have
had its task simplified, had such a common list
existed. One of the issues the producers of this
series had to tackle was how to assess, in the
absence of an acceptable pan-Arab dialect, the
use of MSA in the informal context of light
television entertainment wusually carried in
the local vernacular. After several linguistic
explorations and extensive surveys. they finally
decided to use MSA. a bold departure from
established communicative norms (18).

Another benefit of this pan-Arab word list is
the help it would provide to the teachers of
Arabic as a foreign language. It would enable
them to present the leamer with a basic voca-
bulary that could be easily supplemented when
necessary, with the local expressions in use in
the Arab country of his choice or interest. This
could bring an end to the recurrent frustrations
most learners experience time and again when
they discover that they have been learning a
language nobody speaks, however prestigious it
may be. Last but deflinitely not least is that
the implementation of such a list in the
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zradually bridging the diglossic gap thus bringing
the Arabic language closer to the communicative
needs of the Arab child. :

1. Libya and Mauritania participated in this pro-
ject but withdrew shortly after the work had
begun (1969).

2. The project of elaborating a basic list of Ara-
bic words originated in the Section de Linguis-
tique of the Centre d’Etudes et de Recherches
Economiques et Sociales (C.E.R.E.S.) of the
University of Tunis. «L’Arabe Fondamental
Tunisien,» as the project was initially called was
designed to assess the vocabulary Tunisian child-
ren actually acquire before school (ages 3-5),
during the first three years of school (5-8), and
after school (9-15). The preschool list of ver-
nacular vocabulary was of critical importance
because it was to help in the selction of the ap-
propriate corresponding Modern Standard
Arabic (MSA) items to be included in the first
grade books and ensure that these items ref-
lected the preocupations of the Tunisian child
and his environment (i. e. home, school, street,
etc.) Later on (1969) this project took on a
Maghrebian dimension and caught the interest
of educators and researchers from the Institut
d’Etudes et de Recherches pour I’Arabisation de
Rabat and the Institut de Linguistique et de
phonétique d’Alger. The members of the ap-
pointed committee who were selected from
the three institutions adopted the method-
ology and the goals established by CERES
researchers.

3. Ar-rasid al-lughawi al-wadhifi lil-marhala-l- ula
min-a ta-lim al-ibtida’i (introduction i-XID). All
references and quotations are from the intro-
duction.

4. See the lexical and morphosyntactic studies
of the first two Arabic books to be used in
Tunisian primary schools by A. M’hairi, A. El
Ayed, A. Attia, and S.Garmadi, «Etudes linguis-
tiques des deux premiers livres de [’écriture
Arabe en usage en Tunisie, «in Cahiers de
CERES, Série Linguistique, No.1, 1968. See also
Ahmed Lakhdar Ghazal, «fi qadaya al- lugha-al-
arabiya wa mastawa-t ta lim al- arabi» Majallet
al-bahth alilmi, May-December, No.11-12, 1967,
Rabat. See also «Bulletin Pédagogique du
Primaire,» a publication of 1’Office Pédagogique
Tunisien, No 66, 1968, May-june.

preparation of textbooks and educational
material would constitute a step forward in



using these terms in everyday speech. especially
it school progrums were unificd. (9) They also
hope that the use of this lexicon would grad-
ually contribute the unification of the minds
(p VI

3. Unified yes, Functional, maybe

Before discussing the relative merits of this
work. | would like to briefly discuss one or two
inherent weaknesses. These are not so much
attributable to the authors as to the socio-
linguistic setting in which they had worked and
which. despite some rigor had inexorably af-
fected the outcome of their research.

Tl work as it stands now seems 10 have been
motivated and constrained at the same time by
two conflicting imperatives, The first is that the
word list had to reflect primarily the needs of
particular speech community  (the Maghreb
[he second is that the main source of these
words had to be Modern Standard Arabic
(MSA) because this speech community is above

all Arabic speaking. MSA is the lingua franca of

the Arab world and the sole bond that inti-
mately unites an otherwise fragmented entity.
The authors were keenly aware that any heavy
borrowing {rom a regional dialect would be
looked upon by the educated and the
uneducated alike as a separatist, divisive ploy.
Thus. a closer look at the ulphabetized entries
shows that the sixth criterion of unity and
continuity dictated by the second imperative
seems to have the overriding guiding principle.
often at the expense of usefulness und function-
ality that the first two criteria wdre meant to
safeguard.

In fact. the authors’ concern that the list
remains open to the rest of the Arab World
explains their emphasis on literalizing, Arabizing
all the vernacular words in the collected speech
samples that were of Berber or French origin.
(10) The input of these samples, besides pro-
viding the basic concepts and preoccupation of
the child. seems to have been confined to items
that were common to the written, and shared by
other Arab vernaculars (e.g. swaiyya, xammal,
sarux (11), 11, bas ; ’a little,” to tidy up.’ ’a
rocket’ and 'to kiss,' respectively). This quasi-
total reliance on the ‘written mode had forced
upon them a prescriptive. normative, attitude
which appears in principles and under the guises
of availability and the necessity of intervention.
This attitude accounts for the special definition
they give to functionality and for the incor-
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poration of words that no Maghrebian child. or
for that matter any Arab child. would use in the
spoken mode, even though the concepts they
denote may be very familiar to him.

On page 13. for example, we find the word
ashab (blond) instead of asqar commonly used
in spoken and MSA to denote both ‘blond’ and
‘red-haired.” (12} On page 56

On page 13 for example. we {find the word
ashab (blond) instead of asqar commonly used
in spoken and MSA to denote both 'blond’ and
‘red-haired.” (12) On page 56 we find the word
hasim (bashful) instead of the fur more frequent
and equally Arabic words xazil or xazul. On
page 80 the word’aruba (tie) instead of the
coined compound rabatat unuq whose cons-
tituent morphemes are tumiliar to the child. On
page 126 we cncounter the word ghasul rumi
which literally means a foreign washing agent or
detersent instead of Sambwan which every child
in the Maghreb uses. even though the term is not
Arabic. but just like talifun, film, and sandwis,
has been incorporated into the vernaculars of
most Arab countries.

Nor would any teacher or parent ever expect
a child between the ages of 6 and- 9 to use such
terms asa‘itarasd to hang onto something (p.14)
or wis a 'spool’ or istahamma “to take a bath’
(p. 10). or any independent or suffix dual
pronouns (p. 20 :p. 148). (13)

This emphasis on completeness at the expense
of usefulness is not unique to this kind of work
(Mahmoud, 1979 a). What is unique is that the
authors of this lexicon have tried against all odds
to incorporate some typographic and lexicogra-
phic innovations hitherto unpracticed in the
Arab World. (14) More importantly, they have
incorporated- some linguistic c¢hanges which
educated speakers and the media in particular
have forced upon the morphology of MSA.
These changes are essentially systematic sim-
plifications ( omission of case markers, variable
deletion of the glottal stop, simplification
of the number system, etc.) which made the
pronunciation of the listed words rather similar
to the vernacular speech the child is so accu-
stomed to hearing (Mahmoud, 1980 ; as- Sayib,
1976).

Perhaps here lies the potential usefulness of
this work. It had contributed somewhat to the
edification of a list that cuts across regional
dialects and. at the same time tried to present it



education. In compiling the word list the
authors mention the following procedure

a) An inventory of all the words occuring in
primary school textbooks in use in Morocco,
Algeria and Tunisia was undertaken along with
an assessment of their meanings, their context of
occurrence and their frequency. (4)

b) A series of linguistic investigations were
-conducted in different areas in the three
countries. During this field work the researchers
recorded spontaneous conversations of a number
of children between the ages of five and nine.
They also recorded interviews and according to
well-definéd methods of investigation. (5)

¢) The collected data was then transcribed,
codified and fed into a computer. The final
. printouts carried lists of alphabetized entries
showing the relative frequency of each word, its
geographical distribution as well as the degree of
its common use by the three countries (p. III).

1.2 Criteria observed in the final sglection

-As to the final selection of the items that were
appear in the final word list, the followmg
sociolinguistic criteria were observed

a) In order to ascertain the spread and the
vitality (hayawiya) of each word, it was
recognized that the criteria of frequency (the
word must appear a minimum of 10 times) and
geographical distribution (the word must be
shared by at least 2 countries) had to be adhered
to rather closely.

b) To contain polysemy (a prevalent pheno-
menon in Arabic) (6) the criteria of «to every
meaning one form» was equally observed. When
two synonymous terms were both widely used,
the least frequent was usually omitted.

c) The next criteria is what the authors called
kumur, or availability. This refers to the ad-
dition of useful terms the child may need even
though their frequency in the collected samples
is either low or non existent (7).

e) The last principle
believed to be within the grusp of the target
population and for which the final alphabetized
list presented no corresponding word, the
authors provided «The most useful term availabl—
available to them even when used only in
one country.» They called this principle «the
necessity of intervention» (p. iv) (8).

d) For each predetermined basic concept that was
believed to be within the grasp of the target
population and for which the final alphabetized
list presented no corresponding word, the
authors provided «The most useful term
available to them even when used only in
one country.» They called this principle «the
necessity of intervention» (p. iv) (8).

e) The last principle observed in the compilati—
compilation of this word list is that of «continui—
«continuity in time and space». Namely that
basic lexicon must be Arabic in form and
meaning, presenting no break with the past
(written tradition), or with other Arab countries—
tries.
necessity of intervention» (p. iv) (8).

e¢) The last principle obsérved in the
compilation of this word list is that of
«continuity in time and space»..Namely that
basic lexicon must be Arabic in form and
meaning, presenting no break with the past
(written tradition), or with other Arab coun-
tries.

2. A «Functional» List

By observing these six criteria : frequency,
geographic distribution, «to one meaning, one
form,» availability, necessity of intervention,
and continuity in time and space, the authors
hoped to present a «unified functional list».
(p. VD). According to them, this lexicon is
«functional» because (a) it contains words that
cut across the dialectical confines of the
Maghrebs (b) whenever appropriate certain
expressions that are common to both the spoken
and the written forms of the language were
included, and (c) because it is open to the entire
Arab World and amenable to modification and
change as well as to additional terms which

d) For each predetermined basic concept that was  distinguish one Arab country from another,
believed to be within the grasp of the target population especially in the areas of food, drink, and
and for which the final alphabetized list presented no  clothing.
corresponding word, the authors provided «The most Towards the end of the introduction, the
useful term available to them even when used only in  authors express the hope that by the end of the
one country.» They cdlled this principle «the necessity primary cycle, the Maghrebian child would be

~ of intervention» (p. iv) (8).
16



Toward a functional Arabic

One of the sociolinguistic problems that
preoccupies the Arab world today is how to
make the language a functional, modern in-
strument of communication and education
without jeopardizing its traditional, unifying,
pan-Arab role. The major hurdle con-
fronting this ultimate goal has been the absence
of a concerted language policy to generalize the
use of Arabic in schools, and to deal with such
issues as diglossia which, despite obvicus signs
of change remains rather intractable, (al-Hassan,
1978 ; Mahmoud, 1980). :

The collective work of the Arabic Language
Academies over the past thirty years and the
ongoing, coordinating efforts of the Bureau of
Arabization in Rabat, important as they may be,
have largely remained purely theoretical recom-
mendations. Perhaps one noteworthy con—
tribution of the last decade is the work done by
a group of educators and linguists from the Arab
Maghreb (essentially Morocco, Algeria and
.Tunisia) (1). Because of the burdensome colo-
nial legacy, these three countries share, the
French language is still a de-facto second lan-
guage despite a new surge of ethnocentrism and
some intensive Arabization efforts at all levels of
national life (Maamouri, 1973 ; Brown, 1979).

Aware of the added complexitiés this situa-
tion had engendered, the ministers of education
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of the three countries appointed in 1969 a
committee of researchers whose initial task was
to prepare a list of vocabulary items that would
extend across dialect boundaries and reflect the
linguistic needs of primary school children for
the first three grades. (2) A few years later, in
1975, an Arahic/French, French/Arabic lexicon
was published under the title Ar-rasid al-lughawi
al-wadhifi (Basic Functional Arabic).

The purpose of this paper is first to critically
evaluate the sociolinguistic criteria the resea-
rchers have based their lexical work on ; and
second, to discuss the possible impacts such a
work may have on the Arabic language now that
its relevance is gradually being recognized by
educators and language planners throughout the
Arab world.

1. The Lexicon of Basic Arabic : Its Compilation

According to the authors, (3) this reference
dictionary is composed of Arabic words denot-
ing basic concepts within the grasp of the
Maghrebian child of a certain age. It also incl-
udes words that the authors have deemed fit or
desirable to add in anticipation of the child’s
actual needs during the'three grades of primary
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Prophet’s tradition have indicated that point.

(4) There has been an intimate relation among
the desert, the village, and the city. The usual
procedure is that a Bedouin tribe or clan finds a
piece of fertile land, settles down, and
becomes a sedentary agricultural community.
Then villagers migrate to the city. The people
sent by the desert and the village to the urban
communities carry their values and ethics with
them.

(5) Arabic literature of all periods has been
dedicated to the glorification of Bedouin ideals
and values. Our school-boys all over the Arab
World study and appreciate this literature and
consequently admire and identify with the
people of the desert. Not only our literature
pays tribute to the desert, but our modemn
media as well. Many contemporary plays, films
and TV serials derive their themes from the
desert.

Now, what is meant by the Bedouin
tradition? To me, as to many other students of
the Arab Culture, the basic three distinctive
features of the bedouin ethnics of virtue which
predominate all over the Arab World are :

(1)Dignity and self-respect.
(2) Hospitality and generosity.
(3) Bravery and Courage.

These features are interrelated, as we will see.
(1) Dignity and self-respect :

L4

In the desert life there are no socio-economic
classes. Not only because the means of
production cannot bring aboyt these classes, but
also because the social system on which the
Bedouin life is based does not permit their
existence. The social life of the Bedouin is based
on the tribe, the clan, or the family. All the
members of the tribe are related by blood, all
men have the same duties and enjoy the same
rights. Therefore, they are all equal. and strong
believers in equality. This belief in equality led
to their feeling of self-respect or self-esteem
which was sometimes taken by non-participant
observers for egotism. :

This value of the Bedouin personality requires
that the individual must always act in an hon-
orable way, that the conduct of all the members
of his family is acceptable, and that others
respect him.
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(2) Hospitality and Generosity

«Hospitality in part grows out of human
helplessness in the desert. the utter dependence
of man upon other men» (16) And hospitality
partly grows out of the Bedouin’s self-esteem
and his willingness to show respect to others.
Hospitality in the desert is granted not only to
travellers, but also to anvone in need of pro-
tection.

A guest is considered as a sacred trust, though
he is not supposed to stay with his host for more
than three days.

The concept of generosity does not cover the
kind treatment of guests only. but covers also
other values such as showing kindness and gra-
titude to parents ; kindliness toward dinsfolk ;
orphans ; and the poor : politeness in greeting
and addressing others,

(3) Bravery and Courage.”

By bravery is meant the bedouin is willingo to
risk his life for the beefit of his group, and cou-
rage refers to his ability to stand physical pain or
emotional strain whith self-control.(17)

I would like to conclude my remards on the
bedouin tradition with a quotation from Morroe
Berger Mr.Berger said,

«Though bedouin siciety plays a declining
role in the modernizing Arab world, certain
bedouin values have so permeated Arab Life and
Islam that these values persist through the
changes. They persist as personality traits and as
ideals bravery, pride, generosity, cynning.
These qualities are both fact' and legend in all
types of Arab community but the factual
element is greatest in the nomadic.»(1 8)
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ing certain vowel patterns on the radicals of the
root, Hence, philosophers of language may
conclude that whereas the germanic mind tends
to be synthetic, the Arabic mind tends to be
analytic. .

(c) Syntactically, the elements of the Arabic

sentence have more freedom, and can change
their positions without changing the meaning of
the whole sentence. Besides, an individual
Arabic wprd can stand for a complete sentence
(e.g. “—1y . 1saw him).
This might have something to do with the
personality of the Arabs who are described by
western sociologists as strong individualists and
believers in equality, and freedom (13).

(d) Orthographically, Arabic uses the Alpha-
betical system of writing just like the Euro-
pean languages: As a matter of fact it was the
Arabs who invented the Alphabet which was
adopted later by Greek and Latin and is still
called Alphabet which is made up of two Arabic
words. Although our writings (i.e. Latin &
Arabic) have the same system, they use different
sets of characters and that Arabic is written
from right to left. This has something to do with
our concept of movement and direction. (Early
in this century, the British administration in
‘some Arab countries failed to convince the

Arabs to drive on the left side of the road.)

(e) Semantically, Arabic linguistic elements
(i.e. words, expressions, structures, etc.) have
more connotations than in any other language,
simply because Arabic is the oldest living lan-
guage in the world, which has had a continuous
and uninterrupted linguistic usage and lit-
erary tradition for the last 2000 years at least.
Of course linguistic change takes place and that
is why we find several cases of Arabic words
with old and modern connotations side by side.
It is suggested here that meanings, concepts and
values, which are naturally transmitted by
language, live longer in the Arab World.

The second distinctive feature of the Arab
Culture is (2) Islam : I shall briefly define Islam
and say how it constitutes a distinctive feature
of the Arab Culture.

The basic pillars of Islam are very simple.
The prophet Mohammed (may the blessings

and peace of Allah be upon him) said, «Islam is
to testify that there is no god but Allah and

Mohammed is the Messenger of Allah, to per-
form the prayers, to pay the Zakat (poor-due),
to fast in Ramadan. and to Make the pilgrimage
to the House (of Kaba and Holy Mosque in
Mecca) if you are able to do so». (14)

[slam is distinguished from any other religion
in the sense that it does not regulate the re-
lationship between Man and Allah only, but
between man and man and himseif as well. In
other words, Islam regulates all the aspects of
social life. As an American Arabist puts it,
«To Western observers Islam appears secular,
also. in its greater emphasis upon action than
upon doctrine, upon conduct rather than belief
once its few and simple articles of faith are
accepted.» (15)

As we saw earlier in this paper. one of the
connotations of the word «culture» is the style
or way of life of a community». And Islam
shapes the culture of the Arabs, by regulating all
the aspects of social life and providing them
with all the ethical rules of conduct.

(3) The Bedouin Tradition

The third distinctive feature of the Arab
culture is the Bedouin tradition. The thesis 1 am
advocating -here is that the Arab culture is
essentially a bedouin culture in its ethnics.

_values, attitudes, and feelings. Wherever the
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Arabs live, in the desert, in the village or in the
¢city, they share the Bedouin tradition. Dif-
ferences may exist among the Arabs of different
environments, but they are differences in degree
rather than in nature.

This conclusion is based on the following
facts :

| — Historically, there is a great association
between Arab and the desert. As a matter of
fact, the term «Arabs» referred in pre-Islamic
periods to the camel - herding people who
inhabited the Arabian Peninsula (including the
Syrian-and Iraqi desert now.)

(2) Geographically and demographically,
every Arab country contains a large desert, and
Arab villages and towns used to be just oases in
the desert.

(3) Islam approved of many of the Bedouin
values, moral practices, and virtues. Both sources
of Islamic law, i.e. Holly Koran and the



‘Beirut or Cairo.

However, my standpoint is that all the Arab
countries with all their different patterns of
living, the desert, the village, and the city,
basically share the same culture, namely the
Arab culture. This thesis is based on two socio-
logical facts :

1. The major elements of culture are the
beliefs, values and meanings which are shared by
a group or society. The material objects form
just a minor component of the culture. And I
argue here that inspite of the differences in the
material objects among the Arab countries and
the different environments in each country, the
Arabs share the same beliefs, values, norms, and
meanings. Any difference in these concepts
between two Arab countries or environments
must be a difference in degree rather than in
nature. :

2. From the practical point of view, there is
no culture that is made up of a single set of
norms and values accepted equally by every
member of the society. A culture in actual
practice, is a sort of average of all the cul-
tural behavior found within the society. That is
why sociologists talk about «subcultures». A
subculture can be defined as a way of cultural
behavior that includes the dominant features of
the cultural average but also includes certain
features not found elsewhere in the society. (10)
A subculture may reflect an occupational
difference as does the subculture of the military
people, or a racial and ethnic difference, as does
the subculture of the Black Americans, or
regional differences as do the subcultures of the
different Arab countries.

According to this theoretical principle, | am
of the opinion that the Arab World has one
culture which includes subcultures containning
the distinctive features of the Arab cultural
average.

Now it is time to discuss the distinctive
features of the Arab Culture.

5. Distinctive Feature of fhe Arab Culture

In my opinion, there are three main features
that differentiate the Arab culture from any
other culture and that, generally speaking, most
members of the Arab nation share all these 3
features.

1"

(1) The Arabic language.

(2) Islam

(3) The Bedouin tradition.
1. The Arabic Language

‘Why do I consider language as the most
important distinctive feature of any culture ?
Not only because culture cannot be transmitted
without language but also because culture
cannot be created at all without language.
Culture depends for its existence on language,
because man’s ability to create and leam a
culture is based on his ability to communicate
through language. The structure of our language
chapes our perception” of reality and molds
our attitudes to life. Although psycholin-
guists have not yet answered the question. «Can
thought exist independant of language ?»one
can safely say that there is a strong relationship
between language and thought, feeling or
emotion. As one British linguist concluded «to
some extent, we are controlled in our thoughts
and actions by the language we knowy. (11) A
leading American sociologist went further and
declared that« the vocabulary and structure of
our language contain a set of unconscious
assumptions, giving us a particular perspective
that makes it easier to convey some ideas or
concepts than others.» (12)

_Since no two languages are identical, societies
with different mother tongues will have dif-
ferent cultural behaviors.

The Arabic language is spoken all over the Arab
world. It is true that there are different regional
and social dialects, but they are dialects and not
different languages, i.e. they share the basic
characteristics of the Arabic language that make
them mutually intelligible.

How is the Arab language different from
other language ?

(a) phonologically Arabic is a guttural
language ( i.e.it has such phonemes as and a
higher tonc than the European languages, and
thus it sounds a little bit rough and emotional to
the European hearer.

(b) Morphologically : in coining new words
Arabic does not often resort to blending and
compounding as is the case in the germanic
languages (e.g. tag, mittag, nachmittag). Arabic
coins its new words by derivation, or by impos-



~ As you know, there are 21 Arab countries in
{\sia and Africa, extending from Iraq in the
ast end of the Arab World to Morocco in the
est end. Many observers pointed out so many
differences among these countries in their
political, social, economic and educational
institutions. To demonstrate some of these
differences, a quick comparison between Iraq
and Morocco might be illustrative. From the
political point of view, Iraq is a republic and
Morocco is a monarchy. From the economic
point of view, Iraq’s main revenue comes from
oil ; whereas Morocco’s revenue comes from
phosphate.From the educational point of viw,
Iraq follows the British educational system and
teaches English as a second language : whereas
Morocco follows the French educational system
and teaches French as a second language. From
the demographical point of view, the major
ethnic minority in Iraq is Kurdish, whereas in
Morocco is Berber. From the religious point of
view Iraq is Shiete and Hanafi, and Morocco is
- Maliki. From the linguistic point of view, the
Iraqi dialect is very distinct from the Moroccan
dialect.

Having listened to this short comparison, one
wonders whether these two countries share the
same Culture or have two separate cultures.

Different Patterns of Living

On the other hand, in every Arab country,
there are three different patterns of life, namely,
the desert, the village, and the city. One general
criterion of differentiation among the three is
their social organization. In the city, there is a
certain.occupational specialization or division of
labor geared to a market. In the desert, there
is no such division of labor. As for the village, it
lies between the desert and the city, i.e. there is
some division of labor within agriculture, mainly
between the owners of land and those who work
on the land.

(a) The desert : The desert offers a very harsh
mode of life. Arab bedouins live irr the desert as
nomads. It should be pointed out that Arab
nomads do not wander through desert aimlessly,
but a nomadic trible .usually keeps herds of
camels, sheep, or goats and follows a regular
pattem of movement between desert oases and
the edges of agricultural communities or towns.
(7) For western observers, Bedouins live in
poverty and isolation from the rest of the world.
But the bedouin himself, the pattern of his
living is normal and natural. As a matter of
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fact. westerners cannot understand the desert
pattern of living. An American sociologist said,
«How, indeed, are we to comprehend a type of

society whose level of living connot be measured

in national income per capital, where there is
little cash. no police force, no written lit-
erature, none of the many specialized devices of
settled life such as schools, shops, courtrooms,
post offices 7» (8)

(b) The village : More than two third of the
Arabs live in village. The rural communities
derive their income from agriculture. Whereas in
the desert life the two major elements are man
and desert, the village life is a combination of
five elements : water, land, man, animal, and
plant. (9)

An Arab village consists of a roup of houses
made of stone or mud with a few shops, all
surrounded by the fields which sustain it. In the
Arab village, land is held to be the greatest value,
The villagers live on, from, and for the land.

{c) The City : the city does not differ much
from other cities in the developing countries. It
consists of three major parts : a small area of
nice villas where the rich live, a larger area of
appartment buildings or small houses, and slums
in the skirts of the city in which crowd the
migrants from the village. The three centers of
socioeconomic activity in the Arab city are :
shops, factories and offices. As commercial, edu-
cational, and health facilities are more available
in the city than in the village in the Arab World,
dwellers enjoy a higher standard of living than
that of the village in the Arab world and this
continously attracts more rural migrants to the
city.

Ecologists (9a) assert that social behavior is
essentially a'form of adaptation to environment.
If there are three different environments ,then
we have the right to expect three different
patterns of human behavior. In other words, the
people’s culture is shaped by the environment
in which they live, and different environments
produce different cultures. Taking this eco-
logical principle into consideration, one may
conclude that in each Arab country, there are
three cultures : the Bedouin, the rural, and the
urban. One ‘may also argues that an Arab bed
ouin, who knows nothing of the world but his
tent, camels and tribe, can not possibly chare
the same culture with a young sophisticated

"Arab who studied in Europe and America and
now operates his computer in his business flat in *



(1) Cognitive aspects of culture which include
the system of knowledge, ranging, from beliefs
(i.e. ideas about natural and supernatural rea-
lities) to technology (i.e. the practical appli-
cation of knowledge in the physical and social
world).

(2) Normative aspects of culture which include
(a) norms, or formal and informal codes of
conduct.

(b) Values, or abstract ideas about what is good,
or right, or wise, or beneficial.

(c) institutions, or formal and stable ways of
pursuing social activities. For example the
family is an institution.

(d) sanctions, or rewards and punishments to
enforce conformity to norms.

(3) Material aspects of culture, or what is
sometimes called the material culture, which
includes all the artifacts used to manipulate and
shape the environment, such as machines, tools,
books, clothing, and so on.

I§. Who Is An Arab ?

Having defined the term «culture» and listed
its major components, I am going to discuss the
other term namely «Arab». Who is an Arab ?

At first sight, this may appear to be a simple
question ; but, as a matter of fact, numerous
researchers, both Arab and Western, have
encountered a remarkable difficulty in answer-
ing the question. Their definitions of an Arab
were based on one or more of the following
criteria ?

(1) The religious criterion : Some people say
that Arabs are those who believe in Islam. But,
as you might know, not all Moslems are Arabs,
nor all Arabs are Moslems. This criterion is a
result of the association between Arabs and
Islam. Arabic is the official language of Islam
and the Arabs spread Islam in the world. But at
present, there are about 800 million Moslems all
over the world ; only 150 million of them are
Arabs. ‘Moslem countries such as Turkey. Iran,
Pakistan, Nigeria, Indonisia, Albania are not
Arab countries. Besides, in the "Arab World
itself there are many Arabs who are not Moslem,
still they are recognized and considered as Arabs
. by everybody.

(2) The racial criterion : Some say that Arabs are
those who share a common descent and blood.
A moment’s reflection will suffice to show that
this criterion cannot hold good for all Arabs.
The land where the Arabs live now had been
invaded and inhabited by other nations and
races 'such as Greeks, Romans, Persians, and
Turks. One cannot speak of pure blood relation-
ship. Besides. the diversity of racial traits in
the Arab World defies this criterion. (We have
blacks in Somalia and Sudan, browns and whites
in the other Arab countries). o

(3) The historical criterion : One of the pioneers
of Modern Arab Nationalism was Mr. Sati'al-
Husri who argued that «the basic factor in the
formation of the nation and nationalism is the
unity of the nation and of its history. «(4) Mr.
Al-Husri asserted that the common descent and
blood, which must be discarded from such a
definition» (5).

(4) The political criterion : According to Mr.
Clovis Maqsud and a host of other Arab political
thinkers, «an Arab is one whose destiny is,
either by force of circumstances or inten-
tionally, bound to the Arab World as a whole».
(6) Accordingly, the label «Araby is attached to
kurds, Negros, Armenians and other minorities
that have inhabited an Arab country.

(5) The geographical criterion : This criterion is
not really different from the political one, for an
Arab is defined here, as any person who has
been brought up and/or lives in an Arab
country.

For the purpose of this talk, I am going to
adopt a new criterion which can be labeled as a
sociolinguistic criterion and I define an Arab as
anyone who speaks Arabic as his own functional
language and is consequently stamped by Arab
culture traits.

{1f Is there one Arab culture
or several distinct cultures ?

Taking a bird’s view at the Arab World, we
find a great diversity which manifest itself in
two dimensions :

(1) There are differences among the Arab
countries (2) There are three different patterns
of living in each Arab country : the desert, the
village and the city.



The distinctive 'Features of

the Arab culture

1. Introduction

All of us aspire to world peace, international
cooperation and human welfare. This noble
objective cannot be dully achieved . without
mutual our understanding. of the other people’s
culture can be enhanced if that culture is contr-
asted with our own. One of the few books in
this category is Pierre Danino’s book, Les
Camets du Major Thompson «Major Thom-
psons’ diary» which displays a very instructive
and contrastive analysis of the British and the
French cultures in a humorous and amusing
style. Unfortunately, I have neither Monsieur
Danino’s sense of humour nor the time to
present a contrastive study of the Arab and
other cultures in a humorous and amusing
. style. I shall only try to outline the distinctive
features of the Arab culture. Therefore, I'll do
my best to answer the following questions
briefly :

First, what is culture ? Second, who is an
Arab ? Third, is there one Arab Culture or
several distinct cultures ? Fourth,what are ‘the
characteristic traits of the Arab Culture.

I. What is Culture ?

The term «Culture» is by no means self-
evident. It has been used in different ways.

By . Ali M. Al-Kasimi, Ph. D.

Etymologically, the word «culture» derives from

.the Latin words «cultura» and «cultus» which

mean care or cultivation of something. Our word
«agriculture» derives from the Latin composite
Agri Cultura which means the cultivation of
the soil. However, in the Middle Ages, the
connotations of the term were used in different
situations such as the worship of God, and the
cultivation of mind cultura animi whose
meaning was broadened to cover the cultivation
of arts and letters, and of intellectual capacities
in general (2). We still use the term in this con-
notation when we refer to an educated person as
a «cultivated many. Since the rise of modern
nations and territorial states in the sixteenth
century, the term «culture» has been used to
signify the various national customs and insti-
tutions. And in the 19th Century the concept
«culture» has been used to signify a particular

. style of life of ethnic communities. In this sense,

modem anthropologists use the term cul-
ture when they explore and study tribal groups.

For the purposes of this talk the term culture
is defined as :

«The system of values and meanings shared by a
group or society, including the embodiment of
those values and meanings in material objects.»
(3) Accordingly, there are three major com-
ponents of any culture :
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Georges d’'Antidche, amiral de Roger, roi de
Sicile, a bien été «l’esprit le plus délig, le meil-
leur général du temps, versé dans la con-
gai)ssance de I'arabe» (Les Almohades, millet, p.

7).

(6) «La langue arabe, dit Gustave Le Bon, est
une de celles qui présentent le plus d’homo-
généité. Elle posséde bien sans doute plusieurs
dialectes, tels que ceux de Syrie, d’Arabie,
d'Egypte et I'Algérie, mais ils ne different entre
eux que par des nuances trés légéres... Alors
que les habitants d'un village du Nord et d'un
village du Sud de la France ne comprennent pas
un mot de leurs idiomes réciproques, un habi-
tant du Maroc septentrional comprendra aisé-
ment un habitant de V'Egypte ou de I"Arabie» -
(Civilisation des Arabes ; p. 472).

(7) Citant Sédillot, Gustave le Bon dit :«ll était
naturel que les Arabes, maitres de la Méditer-
ranée depuis le VIIl é siécle, donnassent a la
France et I'ltalie la plupart des termes de ma-
rine» ; I'arabe a influencé aussi la terminologie,
«en matiére d'armée, d'administration, de
chasse, de science...» (lbid, p. 474).

(8) «En France méme, la langue arabe a laissé
des traces importantes, Sedillot fait remarquer
avec raison que les patois de I'Auvergne et du
Limousin sont peuplés de mots arabes et que les
noms propres y affectent a chaque pas une
forme tout arabe» (lbid, p. 474).

C'est Golius, professeur d’Arabe a Leyde, qui
présenta la députation marocaine aux Etats-
Généraux & La Haye en 1659 (Godard p. 491).
Nicolas Clenard vint & Fés en 1540 ol 1l forma
le dessein de consacrer ses talents en philologie
arabe a la réfutation du Coran (lbn 494).
Hubert, médecin de roi du Maroc au début du
XVIé siécle, fut professeur d'arabe a Paris
(Ibid 499),

(9) Pére Sousa Baptista, né & Damas de parents
arabes, a écrit en 1789 un dictionnaire des mots
portugais d‘origine arabe (comportant 160
pages).

«Dozy et Engelman ont pu composer tout un
dictionnaires arabe-grec, arabe-latin, arabe-
espagnol qui eurent des Musulmans pour
auteurs » (lbid, p. 466),

(10) L'arabe «présente I'avantage-dit montagne-
d’étre le vhicule d’une civilisation universelle et
de se préter a I'espression d'une pensée religieuse
ou politique «(Les Berbéres et le Makhsen, R.
Montagne, P.52).



buts religieux et colonialistes».

Le professeur Massignon a déclaré a l'inten-
tion de ceux qui s’ingénient 3 minimiser la por-
tée du véhicule de la pensée arabe, que «c’est en
arabe et & travers I'arabe, dans la civilisation oc-
cidentale, que la méthode scientifique a démar-
ré». La valeur du vocabulaire dialectique, psy-
chologique et mystique. «put rajeunir. ajoute-t-
il. la pensée occidentale, comme les Mille et une
Nuits de Galland ont rafraichi la mentalité du
XVIlé siécle, saturée des fables milésiennes de

la Gréce et de Rome.»

Louis Massignon affirme ailleurs que «la reli-
gion et la culture impriment partout un«cachet
arabe» et la langue arabe demeure la langue litur-
gique de I'Islam.

«L’arabe.-dit-il encore, est un pur et désinté-
ressé instrument linguistique de transmission in-
ternationale des découvertes de la pensée... La
survie internationale de la langue arabe est un
dlément essentiel de la paix future entre les na-
tions». (10)

(1) Se réferer & I'ouvrage du professeur Abde-
laziz Benabdellah «les Grands Courants de la
Civilisation du Maghreb» (Casablancda. 1957)

(2) Citant la langue arabe, Gustave Le on
précise dans la civilisation des Arabes /pp.
473-474) que «devenue la langue universelle de
tous les pays ou ils (les Arabes) ont pénétré, elle
a remplacé entiérement les idiomes précé-
demment parlés, tels que le syriaque, le grec, le
copte, le berbére, etc... Il en fut de meme en
Perse pendant longtemps ; et, malgré la renais-
sance du persan, l'arabe est resté la langue de
tous les lettrésy.

(3)«aujourd’hui encore, c¢'est dans les ouvrages
arabes que les Persans étudient les sciences, la
théologie et I'histoire» (tbid p. 174).

(4) L'arabe est deimeuré la langue véhiculaire de
la culture et de la pensée en Espagne jusqu’en
1570, Dans la région de Valence, des villages
employérent I'arabe pour langage jusqu’'au début
du XliXe siécle. Un professeur de |'Université
Madriléne réunit 1.151 contrats d'achat et de
vente rédigés en arabe comme spécimens usités
en Andalousie par les Espagnols (Los Mozarabes
de Toledo en Los Siglos X'y XiIl).

(5) Citant Dozy, Gautier précise dans ses Siécles
Obscurs du Rloghreb que «1"Andalou avait pour
la littérature latine la plus profonde indifférence,
le plus profond mépris. C'était pour Aui des
niaiseries, des balbutiements informes. Au
contraire, il sentait profondément la littéra-
ture arabe, il en jouissait infiniment, en toute
sincérité» (p. 259). |l affirme dans la méme page
: «pour des vers arabes, un Andalou aurait donné
toute la littérature latine. C’est une mesure du
prestige arabe. Une arme puissante pour con-
quérir les caeursy». '
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philosophiques. puisaient dans unc bibliographic
arabe si riche et si variée, en conservaient la ter-
minologie : surtout celle qui touchait aux sujets
inconnus des Grecs. Entre temps. le «brassage»
social n’a pas manqué d'influer profondément
sur certains patois méditerranéens. L’influence
de P'arabe sur certaines langues a atteint un
degré tel que dlaucuns ont évalué 4 25 %4 la con-
tribution de la langue de Mahomet dans ’élabo-
ration de lespugnol. et a plus de 3.000 le
nombre des mots arabes empruntés par le Bortu-
gais. Dailleurs la langne avec laquelle les Portu-
euais du Maroc correspondaient en plein XVle
siccle était un arabe corrompu de termes maro-
cains qu’'ils écrivaient en caractéres arabes
(Histoire du Maroc. G. De Chabreviére. p. 273).
Dlautres dialectes. comme le maltais. emprun-
térent & 'arabe la majorité de leur vocabulaire ;
nous avons cu récemment 'oceusion de lire un
discours officiel prononcé par une haute autor-
té maltaise : on n’aurait éprouvé aucune diffi-
culté 3 le comprendre. dautant plus que le
patois maltais supparente aux dialectes arabes
de I'Afrique du Nord (6).

En Sicile on a découvert une épitaphe chré-
tienne rédigée en arabe et datée de I"ére hégirien-
ne, soixante ans aprés la fin de la domination
arabe. La langue hellénique elle-méme fit de lar-
ges emprunts 3 Parabe : mais les termes helléni-
sés sont devenus méconnaissables. Certaines des
grandes universités occidentales se sont préoc-
cupées, tres tot, de la diffusion de 'arabe devenu
langue internationale de civilisation.

Déja en 1207 apres J.C. on signalait 3 Génes,
un institut pour l'enseignement de I'arabe. Plus
tard, le Concile cecuménique de Vienne organisa
cet enseignement en Europe. par la création de

"chaires dans chacune des principales universités

d’Occident. Mais ce sera surtout au XVIIé siécle
que I’Europe du Nord et de I'Est s’erfgagea réso-
lument dans I'étude et Ia propagation de la lan-
gue arabe : ce n’est qu'en 1636 que le gouver-
nement suédois décréta ’enseignement de I'aru-
be : on s’élanca, dés lors, en guéde, dans I'édi-
tion des ouvrages de I’Islam. L’étude des langues
orientales, dont Parabe, fit son apparition en
Russie, sous Pierre le Grand qui de Moscou,
dépécha en Orient cinq étudiants russes. En
1769, la reine Catherine en rendit [I’ensei-
gnement obligatoire : en 1816, une section dcs
langues sémitiques s’érigea dans l'université dc
Pétrograde. . :
L’emprunt direct i I'arabe a marqué d’abord
le domaine scientifique. Un grand nombre de
termes employés en chimie et ailleurs sont
d’origine arabe, tels 1'alcool, I’alambic, 1’élixir.
Palgébre, lalgorithme, etc.. En Botanique,
«la  majorité des noms de fleurs cultivées.
dit M. Levi Provingal, témoigne encore, en espa-

- reconnu que «!’Islam a

gnol. d’un emprunt direct & 'arabe qui les avait
lui-méme empruntés au persan. Méme plusieurs
de ces noms. par dela les Pyrénées, sont passés
dans le vocabulaire frantais., tels : Pabricot.
I"azérole. le jasmin. le coton. le safran. etc...»
(Civilisation arabe en Espagne). Le méme auteur
signale -~ dans un autre ouvrage . I'Espagne mu-
sulmane aux Xé siécle - que «la terminologie
de Tlirrigation est presque toute entiére ara-
be». (7).

Plusieurs bijoux portent encore en Espagne
des noms arabes. La technique savante de I'art
architectural musulman devait fortement impré-
gner le vocabulaire espagnol. de la construction.

ref, la langue espagnole ainsi que celles de
certains pays d’Amérique Latine, reflétent.
assez, cette influence culturelle. économique et
sociale. excrcée en Méditerranée et outre-Atlan-
tique. par notre civilisation (8).

Un grand savant italien a fait remarquer que la
plupart des termes arabes qui firent irruption, en
nombre inoui, dans la langue romaine. ne furent
nullement véhiculés, par un ¢xpansionnisme co-
lonial. mais plutot a travers le rayonnement in-
tellectuel de r’lslam.

Le vocabulaire spécial a la chrétienté fut mar-
ué d'une profonde empreinte arabe. Le baron
arra de  Vaux, catholique fervent, n’a-t-il pas
onné au christianisme
un mode de philosopher. fruit du.génie naturel
de ses enfantsy», et que «ses philosophes ont pré-
paré le langage scolastique qui, usité par le
christianisme. Tui a permis d’achever son dogme
et d’en parfuire ’expression» ? (penseurs de
I'lslam). Le fait parait naturel. étant donné la
«part du péripatétisme musulman dans la forma-
tion de la scolastique 11édiévale, le role qu’
un Avicenne ou un Averroés y ont joué, 'inf-
luence qu’ils ont exercée sur les plus illustres
penseurs de la chrétienté». (G. Rivoire).

Des intellectuels musulmans ont, d’autre part.
contribué effectivement a la diffusion de la lan-
gue arabe, frar Pélaboration de dictionnaires gré-

co-arabes, latino-arabes et hispano-arabes, dont
I’Escurial conserve encore des exemplaires
médits (9)

Ce méme role que les Arabes ont joué au

Moyen Age, ils PPavaient déja joué dans I'An-

tiguité. Reprenant le titre de [I'ouvrage de
RENAN, Israél Wolfenson (Histoire des langues
sémitiques, le Caire. 1926) incite les Orientaux
de langue arabe a étudier la linguistique et la
philologie sémitiques, pour se convaincre de la

. trandeur de leurs ancétres et du réle que ceux-ci

ont joué dans la civilisafion ancienne du monde.
Il a insinué qu’en dénigrant I'Arabisme et son
rayonnement, les Orientalistes n’ont eu que «des



devront étre traduits en arabe.

Les meilleurs écrits de la langue grecque
étaient d¢jd traduits en arabe, sous les auspices
des premiers Khalifes abbassides. La passion
avec laquelle les Arabes s’adonnérent alors aux
études littéraires «dépasse méme celle qui se
manifesta ¢n Europe a I'époque de Renaissan-
ce». La langue arabe qui se plia, d’autre part,
aux exigences d’une nomenclature nouvelle.
«se propagea dans toutes les parties de 'Asie et
détrona définitivement les idiomes anciens»

(Visages de I'Islam) . elle détrona méme e latin, -

surtout dans la presqu’ile ibérique -out le cor-
douan Alvaro. un des plus actifs champions
de la réaction anti-musulmane au IXé siccle, dép-
lorait I'ignorance du latin et s’écriait. dans un
passage souvent cité de son Indiculus Lumi-
nosus : «Mes coreligionnaires aiment a lire les
poé¢mes et les ceuvres 'imagination des Arabes :
ils étudient les écrits des théologiens. non pour
les réfuter. mais pour se former une diction
arabe correcte et élégante... Tous les jeunes
chrétiens qui s¢ font remarquer par leur talent
ne connaissent que la langue et la littérature aru-
bes : ils lisent et étudient avec la plus grande ar-
deur des livres arabes :ils s’en forment, i grands

frais. d'immenses bibliothéques. ef proclument

partout que cette littérature est admirable...
Quelle douleur ! Les chrétiens ont oublié jusqu’
a leur langue religieuse. et sur mille d’entre nous.
vous en trouverez, & peine. un seul qui sache éc-
rire convenablement une lettre en latin 4 un
ami ! mais s’il s’agit d'écrire en arabe, vous trou-
verez une foule de personnes qui s’expriment
convenablement dans cette langue avec la plus
grande élégance et vous verrez qu'elles com-

posent des poémes préférables. sur le point de-

vue de 'art, 3 ceux des Arabes eux-mémes». M.
Levi Provencal en a cmprunté un extrait dans
son ouvrage sur la civilisation arabe en Espagne.
parue avant la dernicre guerre.

Les nations conquises par [I'Islam n’ont pu ré-
sister &4 la beauté de I'expression verbuale des
sentiments et de la pensée du peuple arabe. dont
aucun plus que lui n'a porté» a un plus haut de-
gré de virtuosité la magie de la parole et Part de
la_versification. Viardot. qui a esquissé. il y a
déja plus d’un siécle. un célebre essai sur I'histoi-
re des Arabes et des Maures d’Espagnc. n™a pas
manqué de constater la richesse inouic de la lan-
gue des Arabes. «Le nombre de leurs podtes. af-
firme-t-il, est prodigieux : tout homme adonné
aux travaux de lesprit, fiit-l astronome. méde-
cin chimiste. joignait a son talent spécial le ta-
lent général de pocte. Faire des vers était. pour
eux, une occupation presque familiére, et leurs
entretiens mémes étaient souvent mélés d’im-
provisations que rendait possible 'extréme ri-
chesse d’une langue dont le dictionnaire (celui
d’Al Firouzabady) ne comptait pas moins de

soixante volumes. et portait pour titre I'Océun -
Quamous - comme si cec mot edt pu. scul, expri-
mer 'immensité du sujet». L'auteur de la Poésic
andalouse. citant Al Qazwini. fit remarquer que
la plupart des habifants de Silves étaient capa-
bles de composer des vers : si‘l’on avait sollicité
un paysan en train de labourer. «il aurait pu -
dit De Giacomo - improviser des vers sur un
sujet quelconque». Dozy va jusqu’a déclarer
que tout le monde y était poéte.

La langue arabe, déja «si souple et si riche
au temps des Mo’allakats», atteint au Xe siécle.
cn pleine période abbasside, I'apogée de sa per-
fection. Victor Bérard qualifie le parler arabe de
ce temps comme «le plus riche. le plus simple. le
plus fort. le plus délicat, le plus solide. le plus
flexible. le plus chitoyant des parlers humains,
trésor féerique ou-la verve des générations entas-
sa les plus prodigieuses des collections de méta-
phores. de délicatesses, de politesse. d’arabes-
ques audacjeuses, subtiles ou splendides ! «Cho-
se étrange et sans pareille. chez les autres peu-
ples : les bédouins étaient les véritables déten-
teurs des trésors de la langue. «les maitres innés
de la prosodie arabe». C'est d’eux que tout poé-
te acquit 'incomparable richesse de son vocabu-
laire et sa virtuosité de versification. L'influence
de I'arabe devenait au Moyen-Age d’autant plus
marquée qu'une bonne partie de I'Europe méri-
dionale le considérait «comme le seul véhicule
des sciences et des lettres». «Ses progrés furent
tels que les autorités ecclésiastiques avaient du
faire traduire en arabe la collection des canons
a l'usage des églises d’Espagne. Jean Séville se
vit dans lobligation de rédiger en arabe une
exposition des Saintes Ecritures. En meéme
temps, des livres de religion et de droit musul-
man étaient traduits en langue romaine» (G.
Rivoire). En Andalousie. tous les contrats étaient
rédigés en arabe : on en a découvert prés de deux
mille textes (4) «Les esthétes andalous avaient,
les premiers, déclaré abandonner volontiers tou-
tes les pauvretés de la littérature latine, pour
quelques vers arabes» (Max Vinté{oux). De mé-
me en Sicile. ot le roi normand était vétu a
'orientale. son manteau d’apparat était brodé
de lettres arabes : le sceau et les monnaies por-
taient des inscriptions bilingues. Bref, «l’arabe
était devenu - affirme celui qui a eu le mérite
d’approfondir ce «Miracle Arabe» - une langue
internationale du commerce et de la science»(3).

Mais comment et quand I'arabe acquit cette
prépondérance ? Il y eut, 3 notre sens. deux
moyens_essentiels. qui procédent. tous deux,
d’un méme facteur : le rayonnement de la civili-
sation arabe. Les intellectuels ont profité de la
richesse de I'arabe pour en imprégner leur voca-
bulaire scientifique : mais auparavant les univer-
sités qui dans les sciences physiques, naturelles
et médicales, ainsi que dans leurs controverses
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L"Arabe, Instrument de Tranémis—

sion Internationale de la penseée (1)

«La survie internationale de la langue arabe est
un élément essentiel de la paix future entre les
nations» (Massignon)

L’Alecso. organisation arabe de science. de
culture - et d’éducation, assure, par l'intermé-
diaire du Bureau de Coordination de I'Arabisa-
tion. la normalisation et l'unification de lu ter-
minologie arabe, sur le plan civilisationnel. scien-
tifique et technique. Cette mission est d’autant
plus péremptoire et d’actualité, que la langue
arabe est devenue un des six instruments de tra-
vail a4 ’O.N.U., réintégrant le role éminent qu’el-
le a joué, jusqu'au début des Temps Modermnes,
comme langue véhiculaire de la science et de la
Pensée.

. r
Au VIIé siécle, un grand mouvement intellec-

tuel animait les universités d’Orient ; cependant, -

ce ne fuf ni le syriaque, ni le pehlvi, ni la langue
helléne qui allaient en profiter «mais bien celle
d’un peuple-qui avait vécu jusque-la un peu en
dehors des lisiéres du monde civilisé, et que rien-
ne précise Max Vintejoux - ne semblait appeler
au role immense qu'il allait cependant jouer dans
I'histoire de la avilisation : le peuple arabe».
Cette langue était en effet, depuis longtemps,
une langue littéraire. Mais c'esp ‘aux avantages
matériels et spirituels découlant de I'Islam, «plus
qu'au décret oméiade rendant la langue arabe
" obligatoire dans les textes officiels, qu’il faut -
constate 'auteur du Miracle arabe - attribuer la
rapidité de la propagation dans I'empire de. la
‘langue de Mahoniet»: Cette- transformation pro-
fonde, succédant & une déshellénisation systéma-
tique, donna lieu, pendant tout le cours du VHIé
siecle, 4 «la plus grande confusion» dans les lan-
gues comme dans les religions du Proche-Orient.

3

Abdelaziz Benabdellah

Au contact des Arabes. des nations aussi anti-
ques que celles de I'Egypte et de I'lnde «ont
adopté leurs croyances. leurs coutumes. leurs
meceursy. Bien des peuples. depuis cette époque.
ont: dominé les régions occupées par les Arabes.
«mais Pinfluence des disciples du Prophéte est
restée immuable - affirme (g Rivoire. Dans tou-
tes les contrées de I'Afrique et de I'Asie. ol ils.
ont pénétré, depuis le Maroc jusqu'a 'Inde, cet-
te influence (2) semble s’étre implantée pour
toujours. Des conquérants nouveaux sont venus
remplacer les Arabes : aucun n’a pu détruire leur
religion et leur langue». En Perse, I'arabe devint -
reconnait Vintéjoux - la langue officielle adop-
tée par les poétes eux-mémesy», le pehlvi conti-
nuait a étre parlé «comme patois national dans
la montagne». On verra comment la langue arabe
continuera 4 prédominer dans les siecles sui-
vants ; elle allait bientot constituer I'élément
essentiel de P'ourdou, langue culturelle des Hin-
dous, ol prés de la moitié des termes est d’ex-
traction arabe, Si certains poétes, comme Fir-
daousi, I'Homére iranien (qui apprit pourtant a.
fond la langue arabe), écrivirent dés la fin du Xé
siécle en persan, c’est encore en arabe que seront
écrits la plupart des ouvrages sciellﬁlglques (3),

“tels - I'Encyclopédie médicale de Rhazés et la

majorité des ouvrages du célebre Avicenne qui
a mérité le surnom de «Prince de la Science».
C'est' que le. vaincu ‘est allé spontanément au
vainqueur musulman et. ’emprise de la_langue
arabe s’est révélée si puissante, qu'en Espagne
méme, les chrétiens ne sauront plus le latin (au
IXé siccle) et les textes des conciles mémes
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