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USDA Develops Cold-Hardiness 
Kiwifruit for Immediate Release

Kiwifruit and their 
tangy green flesh 
are routinely pur-
chased and devoured 
throughout the year 
by people across the 
nation. This is no sur-
prise. Kiwis are high 
in Vitamin C, dietary 
fiber, and potassium. 
The subtropical fruit 
is also a favorite of 
many southern U.S. 
producers since 
the delicious fruit is 
traditionally grown in 
warmer climates. Cal-
ifornia produces the 
vast majority of kiwis 
that are sold in our 
local grocery stores, 
but due to recent re-
search advancements 
from U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture scientists, this may no longer 
be the case.

This was not a snap decision. 
The research actually began in 
1995 when scientists from the Ag-
ricultural Research Service’s Ap-
palachian Fruit Research Service 
(AFRS) planted second-generation 
seedlings that originated in Rome, 
Italy. Only two vines survived the 
cold winter temperatures between 
1995 and 2015, with a record low 
temperature during that period of 
–5.8 F. Of those two vines, 'Tan-
go' (female) and 'Hombre' (male) 
were planted and evaluated in 
the AFRS’orchards before a new 
crop proved that these particular 
cultivars could grow and thrive in 
traditional Mid-Atlantic and North-
eastern winter climates.

In a recently published study, 
researchers noted that both vines 
grew vigorously, and received little 
pruning before bearing fruit. There 
was also no need for supplemental 
irrigation, fertilizer, pesticides, or a 
warm climate for growth.

"This cultivar isn’t currently 
found in the grocery store," said 

Research Biologist Scientist Chris 
Dardick. "The flesh and texture 
are very similar to the kiwifruit that 
people already enjoy and so is the 
flavor. It’s easy to grow, extremely 
pest and disease resistant, and 
readily available for use by pro-
ducers and nurseries in colder 
climate conditions."

Tango’s fruit yields high qual-
ity in terms of size and soluble 
solids and are comparable to the 
commercial A. deliciosa cultivar 
Hayward.  It can also remain in 
cold storage for extended periods 
of time.

The male pollinizer 'Hombre' is 
not patented and can be publicly 
made available upon request. The 
female kiwi 'Tango' is patented 
by the USDA-ARS and can be 
distributed to nurseries or produc-
ers once they obtain a licensing 
agreement. Both plants ('Hombre' 
and 'Tango') are essential to pro-
duce the kiwifruit. Limited quan-
tities of budwood and/or plants 
from 'Tango' and 'Hombre' are also 
available upon request for evalua-
tion. For more information, please 
contact AFRS@usda.gov.

Kiwis grown at the Appalachian Fruit Research Station.
(Photo by Mark Demuth, ARS)
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New Research: Eating Almonds Can Aid in
Post-Exercise Recovery
Almonds reduced muscle soreness and improved muscle performance during in-
tensive exercise in mildly overweight occasional exercisers

A new study found that eating almonds reduced some 
feelings of muscle soreness during exercise recovery 
which translated to improved muscle performance during 
a vertical jump challenge. These results expand on prior 
research1 which looked at how almonds affect muscle 
recovery after exercise.

In the research study2, published in Frontiers in Nu-
trition and funded by the Almond Board of California, 25 
mildly overweight middle-aged men and women per-
formed a 30-minute downhill treadmill run test after eight 
weeks of consuming 57 g (two ounces) of whole raw al-
monds daily. The control group ate a calorie-matched (86 
g/three ounces) snack of unsalted pretzels. The treadmill 
test was designed to cause muscle damage to see how 
almonds affected muscle recovery.

Researchers measured participants’ muscle function; 
blood markers of muscle damage and inflammation; and 
perceived muscle soreness using a visual scale, before, 
during and at three timepoints after the treadmill test. 
They also measured markers of cardiometabolic health, 
body composition, and psycho-social assessments of 
mood, appetite, and well-being at baseline and after eight 
weeks of almond snacking.

The results: Study participants who ate almonds 
experienced an almost 25 percent reduction in muscle 
soreness when performing an explosive power exercise 
(a vertical jump challenge) over the cumulative 72-hour 
exercise recovery period. The perceived reduction in 
soreness translated to better muscle performance during 
the vertical jump challenge in the almond group versus 
the control. No significant differences were observed in 
measures of cardiometabolic health, muscle damage/in-
flammation, mood state, or appetite for the almond group 
or the control group.

This study included non-smoking participants who 
were mildly overweight and occasionally physically active 
but were not trained athletes. A limitation of this study is 
that the results are not generalizable to populations with 
other demographic and health characteristics.

“Our study suggests that snacking on almonds can be 
recommended to occasional exercisers as a go-to food 
to help fitness recovery after strenuous exercise,” said 
Dr. Oliver C. Witard, Senior Lecturer in Exercise Metab-
olism and Nutrition at Kings College London. “Almonds 
are naturally nutritious with protein, good fats and the 
antioxidant vitamin E. They can be considered an ideal 
food for fitness.” One serving of almonds (28 g) has 4 g of 
plant protein, 13 g of good unsaturated fat and only 1 g of 
saturated fat.

Dr. Witard’s study joins previous research which ex-
amined how regular almond snacking affected exercise 

recovery for healthy adults who exercise occasionally.
“Sticking to an exercise routine is not easy, so finding 

dietary strategies to help people be – and stay – physi-
cally active is important for public health. Our preliminary 
findings are encouraging in showing that almond snack-
ing may promote adherence to new training programs 
among people who are unaccustomed to exercise,” said 
Witard.

One ounce (28 g) of almonds provides 4 g of fiber 
and 15 essential nutrients, including 77 mg magnesium 
(18.3% DV), 210 mg potassium (4% DV), and 7.27 mg vi-
tamin E (50% DV), making them a great snack for healthy 
active lifestyles.

Study Findings At-a-Glance
Daily almond snacking alleviates perceived muscle 

soreness and improves muscle performance
25 mildly overweight middle-aged, physically active 

but untrained men and women performed a 30-minute 
downhill treadmill run test after eight-weeks of consum-
ing either 57 g/day (two ounces) of whole raw almonds 
or a calorie-matched (86 g/day) carb snack of unsalted 
pretzels (control).

Researchers measured participants’ perceived muscle 
soreness, muscle function (measured via a muscle con-
traction test and a vertical jump physical task) and blood 
markers of muscle damage/inflammation (creatine kinase 
and c-reactive protein) before and at 3 timepoints (24, 48 
and 72 hours) after the treadmill run.

Over the cumulative 72-hour period after the downhill 
treadmill run, muscle soreness measured during the verti-
cal jump physical task (an explosive power exercise) was 
reduced by ~24% in the almond group versus the control, 
which translated to an improvement in vertical jump per-
formance during exercise recovery. No significant differ-
ences were observed in measures of muscle soreness 
and performance during the muscle contraction tests.

Researchers also measured markers of cardiometabol-
ic health (total cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL-cholesterol, 
and LDL-cholesterol), body composition and psycho-social 
assessments of mood, appetite and well-being at base-
line and after 8 weeks of almond snacking. No significant 
differences were observed in measures of cardiometabolic 
health, muscle damage/inflammation, mood state, or ap-
petite for the almond group or the control group.

Study Conclusion: Snacking on almonds for eight 
weeks reduced perceived feelings of muscle soreness 
during recovery from muscle-damaging exercise, result-
ing in better maintenance of muscle functional capacity. 
This study suggests that almonds are a functional food 
snack to improve exercise tolerance in mildly overweight, 
middle-aged adults.
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Reminder: Deadline to Apply for 
Historic Conservation Funding Fast 
Approaching

The USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) in California 
reminds interested farmers and ranch-
ers that they have until March 22, 
2024, to apply for the NRCS Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program (CSP).

“I want to encourage all producers 
in California to benefit from NRCS 
California’s historic investment in CSP 
this Fiscal Year,” said NRCS California 
State Conservationist Carlos Suarez. 
“With the addition of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, we will be investing a 
record breaking $18 million in federal 
funding to help producers address 
their unique resources concerns and 
help them achieve their stewardship 
goals through this popular program. 

CSP provides producers an oppor-
tunity to earn payments for actively 
managing, maintaining, and expand-
ing conservation activities integrated 
within their agricultural operations. 
CSP enhancements like cover crops, 
ecologically-based pest management, 
and buffer strips help producers 
improve soil health while protecting 
water quality. Other CSP activities 
help sustain and increase pollinator 
and beneficial insect habitat in har-
mony with agriculture production on 
their land.

Technical Assistance
NRCS offers conservation technical 

assistance at no cost to give produc-

ers personalized advice and informa-
tion, based on the latest science and 
research, to help them make informed 
decisions. If a producer chooses to 
take the next step towards improving 
their operations, NRCS staff can work 
with them to develop a free, person-
alized conservation plan, with conser-
vation practices that can help them 
reach their agricultural production 
and conservation goals.

The voluntary conservation plan 
defines and explains existing re-
sources in a simple, easy to under-
stand manner. Typically, the plan will 
include land use maps, soils informa-
tion, inventory of resources, engineer-
ing notes, and other supporting in-
formation. One benefit to landowners 
who work with an NRCS professional 
conservationist to develop a plan is an 
increased potential for participating 
in financial assistance programs and is 
a good first step in the overall process.

Historically Underserved Producer 
Benefits

Special provisions are also avail-
able for historically underserved pro-
ducers. NRCS sets aside CSP funds for 
historically underserved producers.

NRCS has provided leadership in a 
partnership effort to help America's 
private landowners and managers 
conserve their soil, water, and other 
natural resources since 1935.
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Mid-Year Meeting

Each year in March/April,
American Agri-Women hosts 
a Mid-Year Meeting for those 

interested in discussing current 
agricultural issues and policies 

and voting to create AAW’s
Position Statements for that 

upcoming year, which is the basis 
for our AAW Legislative Fly-In in 

June of each year.

For More Information Visit:
www.americanagriwomen.org/events

New Holland North 
America Embraces Yellow 
For Commercial Hay and 
Forage Equipment

It’s a new day for New Holland North 
America’s iconic hay and forage lineup. 
As part of a continued restyling initiative 
across its product line, New Holland an-
nounces the introduction of bold yellow 
styling for commercial hay and forage 
equipment, beginning with late model 
year 2024 equipment.

Throughout 2024, New Holland will 
evolve toward a unified brand image and 
global identity with the transition of its 
North America hay and forage equipment 
styling to a striking yellow. This update 
matches the styling of New Holland 
haytools across the globe. The Pro-Belt™ 
round baler was the first to debut its 
yellow styling during National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association’s CattleCon 2024. New 
Holland announces its line of Speedrow-
er® PLUS self-propelled windrowers and 
BigBaler PLUS and BigBaler High Density 
large square balers will make the change 
to yellow styling later this year.

“As New Holland looks forward to its 
next chapter in hay and forage excellence, 
we embrace this radiant new yellow that 
symbolizes more than just a paint color 
change,” states Melissa Kelly, livestock and 
dairy segment lead for New Holland.“It 
embodies a bright evolution, where 
tradition meets modernity, and continued 
success for generations to come.”

A New Day
Yellow styling is not unfamiliar to New 

Holland customers. It’s a visual identity 
shared by legacy harvesting equipment, 
including FR Forage Cruisers and CR Twin 
Rotor® combines.

Yellow, with its sleek and bright 
appearance, serves as a beacon for the 
technological advancements and inno-
vations to come for New Holland hay and 
forage equipment. The vivid palette also 
symbolizes a dedicated effort to illuminate 
a brighter future for farmers, ranchers and 
growers worldwide.

Model year 2024 Speedrower PLUS 
self-propelled windrowers and BigBalers 
with the new yellow are expected to arrive 
at New Holland dealerships across North 
America in summer 2024. Despite the new 
paint color change, North American mod-
el numbers will remain unchanged, ensur-
ing a seamless transition for customers.
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Farmers, Ranchers Now Can Make USDA Farm Loan 
Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced 
that most farm loan borrowers will be able to make payments 
to their direct loans online through the Pay My Loan feature 
on farmers.gov that started in early February. Pay My Loan is 
part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
to streamline its processes, especially for producers who may 
have limited time during the planting or harvest seasons 
to visit a local FSA office; modernize and improve customer 
service; provide additional customer self-service tools; and 
expand credit access to assist more producers.

“Farmers and ranchers have responded to some difficult 
challenges over the last few years and their time is a pre-
cious commodity,” said Agriculture Deputy Secretary Xochitl 
Torres Small. "Having the option to conduct business online 
is essential, and the Pay My Loan feature allows customers to 
take care of business seamlessly. The online payment feature 
is just one of many ways the Farm Service Agency is modern-
izing its Farm Loan Programs and enhancing the customer 
experience for this incredibly hardworking group.”  

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 
225,000 farm loan payments each year. Pay My Loan gives 
most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves 
them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to 
pay their loan installment. Farm loan payments can now be 
made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule and 
outside of FSA office hours.  

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan 

employees by minimizing manual payment processing ac-
tivities. This new service for producers means that farm loan 
employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and 
processing new loans or servicing requests. 

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/
loans. To use the payment feature, producers must establish a 
USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication 
(“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release 
only allows individuals with loans to make online payments. 
For now, borrowers with jointly payable checks will need to 
continue to make loan payments through their local office. 

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and 
automate the Farm Loan Program customer-facing business 
process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct 
loan application annually, FSA has made various improve-
ments including:  

• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided 
application that is paperless and provides helpful features 
including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach 
supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a bal-
ance sheet, and build a farm operating plan. 

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an 
interactive online, step-by-step guide to identifying the direct 
loan products that may be a fit for their business needs and 
to understanding the application process.  

• A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced 
loan applications by more than half, from 29 pages to 13 

Interested Agricultural Operators Are Encouraged 
to Apply for NRCS’ Organic Assistance

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in Cal-
ifornia is encouraging farmers and ranchers to participate in 
the Organic Transition Initiative (OTI), to support agricultural 
producers interested in transitioning to organic. Producers 
beginning or in the process of transitioning to organic certi-
fication are encouraged to apply at their local NRCS Service 
Center by February 16, 2024.  

“California is the country’s number one organic-growing 
state, and NRCS is here to assist you transition to organic if it 

meets your operation’s goals,” said NRCS California State Con-
servationist Carlos Suarez. “The Organic Transition Initiative 
can also assist you in gaining organic knowledge through 
education and mentoring. Right now, it’s a great time to apply 
for conservation assistance as we have additional funding for 
our popular programs from the Inflation Reduction Act.” 

NRCS and Organic Transition Initiative 
NRCS introduced a new organic management conser-

vation practice in fiscal year 2023 as part of the initiative. It 
allows flexibility for producers to get the assistance and edu-
cation they need, such as attending workshops or requesting 
help from experts or mentors. It also supports organic con-
servation activities and practices required for organic certifi-
cation and may provide foregone income reimbursement for 
dips in production during the transition period. Higher pay-
ment rates and other options are available for underserved 
producers including socially disadvantaged, beginning, 
veteran and limited resource farmers and ranchers.     

In 2023, NRCS California invested $880,000 to help partici-
pating farmers transition their operations.  

For more information, visit farmers.gov/organic.
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Rising Labor Costs Present
Challenges for Farmers. Field-
Clock is Here to Help.

From an increasing minimum wage, changes to AEWR and 
H-2A laws, and stricter overtime regulations, the cost of labor 
has never been more expensive for farmers. Now, it’s more 
important than ever for farmers to manage their labor costs 
efficiently and cost-effectively. 

Enter FieldClock. FieldClock saves farmers time and money 
by reducing the administrative burden of paper time cards. 
Using unique employee QR badges and geofenced job sites, 
our apps track farm labor and production data instantly and 
accurately while reducing the risk of time loss in the field. 
FieldClock clients report reducing their time spent on payroll 
by 50 percent or more by adopting the farm labor manage-
ment software.

FieldClock’s Vice President of Revenue Andrew 
Stankiewicz says, “Our clients save an average of 3-5% of their 
total labor cost when digitizing their farm labor management. 
FieldClock saves administrative hours, reduces human error, 
and provides a comprehensive, accurate view of real-time 
labor so farmers can make faster, data-driven decisions.”

Farmers and Farm Management professionals will have 
the opportunity to see FieldClock firsthand at the World Ag 
Expo 2024 in Tulare, CA. Representatives will be on hand to 
demo how the app is helping farmers save time and money 
throughout the U.S., including a brand-new payroll solution 
built specifically for small farms! 

World Ag Expo visitors can check FieldClock out at Booth 
1405. Visitors at the FieldClock booth could walk away with 
prizes, new customer incentives, important labor law updates, 
and an opportunity to take home a free labor law poster. 

Stankiewicz adds, “We look forward to being back in Tulare 
this year and showing everyone at the World Ag Expo all the 
new and enhanced features we’ve been working on!” 

For more information about FieldClock at the World Ag 
Expo or to schedule a custom demo during the show, contact 
Andrew Stankiewicz at 559-777-7317 or andrew@fieldclock.
com. 

CALIFORNIA ANTIQUE FARM 
EQUIPMENT SHOW®

April 19-21, 2024 | Tulare, CA

Furrow Roller

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
179 So. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone (559) 584-8652

www.smithweldingshop.com

HAVE EQUIPMENT TO SELL?

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
cfemag.com
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Russell Taylor of Live Earth Products Receives the Certified 
Crop Adviser (CCA) Conservationist of the Year Award

Russell Taylor received the 2023 Certified Crop 
Adviser (CCA) Conservationist of the Year Award on 
December 5, 2023 in a ceremony in Washington, D.C., 
hosted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 
Certified Crop Adviser (CCA) Conservationist of the 
Year Award recognizes a certified crop adviser who has 
demonstrated leadership in conservation within the agri-
culture industry.

According to Certified Crop Adviser, a program of the 
American Society of Agronomy, CCAs are partners with 
farmers on the front lines of critical decisions in agricul-
ture- the risks are high, and the pressure has increased- 
with tight margins, new technology, pest concerns, and 
consumer pushes for sustainability in agricultural supply 
chains. The CCA program aims to enable agriculture 
as an industry to meet its environmental stewardship 
objective. 

Russell Taylor is the Vice President of Live Earth 
Products, a company that mines and manufactures 
humic and fulvic acid-based products. Taylor's journey 
with the family-owned mine in Emery, Utah, began at the 
young age of nine, marking the start of a lifelong com-
mitment to the humic industry. His growth has paralleled 
that of the business, and he has extended his influence 
beyond the company by serving as President of the Hu-
mic Products Trade Association for ten years, aiding the 
entire humic substance industry. His academic achieve-
ments include degrees in agriculture and agribusiness, 
complemented by an MBA. To Russell, conservation is 
the future of successful agriculture. He has worked tire-
lessly to advocate for the use of humates to reduce fer-
tilizer loss and add organic matter to the soil to improve 
conservation. He also regularly advocates for changes 
in state and federal rules to open doors for farmers to 
access products beyond pesticides and fertilizers, which 
build soil health and aid crop production.

“I'd like to express my deepest gratitude for the 
honor of receiving this award,” says Taylor. “The human 
population is anticipated to double in the next 30 years. 
Growing food and feeding the human population can 
only be done by utilizing products that help to produce 
more food using the same amount of resources. Our 
company is focused on improving soils to help make 

more efficient use of applied water and fertilizer. This 
includes increasing access to innovative products that 
enhance soil health and conserve agricultural inputs. I’m 
excited to continue my commitment to conservation to 
pursue a greener and more sustainable tomorrow.” 

“Russell and I first met in 2007. I’ve witnessed him 
carrying an impressive leadership role in the humic 
products industry for more than a decade. He is equally 
conversant discussing humic product activity in crop pro-
duction, in animal farming, and the legal restrictions sur-
rounding both,” says Dr. Dan Olk, USDA-ARS in Ames, 
IA. “Russell’s work has elevated industry-wide interest in 
humic products and other biostimulants.”

The award is supported by the USDA-Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS), Agricultural 
Retailers Association, American Society of Agronomy, 
CropLife America, Crop Science Society of America, 
National Association of Conservation Districts, National 
Association of State Departments of Agriculture, Soil 
Science Society of America, and The Fertilizer Institute 
and administered by The American Society of Agronomy.

For media inquiries, contact Christina Madrid at 
Christie & Co, www.christieand.co, by phone (818) 621-
1897 and/or email christina@christieand.co.
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World Ag Expo highlighted 
purposeful solutions for West 
Coast markets 

Case IH introduced the new tractor models for specialty 
crop producers that will integrate seamlessly into orchard 
operations of any size, delivering improved operator comfort, 
minimizing crop damage and enhancing productivity. Fea-
tured new products and options at World Ag Expo included:  

New Farmall CL Series Tractors
The new Case IH Farmall CL series tractors provide un-

matched flexibility and stability. These tractors feature a wider 
rear axle, guaranteeing stability on hills and enabling seamless 
navigation through orchards and minimizing crop damage. 
Farmall CL series tractors also come with versatile options for 
upgrading hydraulic pumps and optimizing performance with 
adaptable transmissions, ensuring customizable functionality 
that can be tailored to any operation.

“Operators spend all day in these machines. We are contin-
uously looking for ways to make them even more comfortable, 
and more capable of ensuring peak productivity in any oper-
ation,” says Teri Zanella, Farmall product manager at Case IH. 
“We want to provide equipment that protects against loss and 
increases efficiencies in the operation.” 

New Upgrades for Farmall Utility A Tractors 
A variety of new upgrade options are now available for 

Farmall A utility tractors, which will enhance fuel capacity and 
overall productivity in almond orchards. The benefits of these 
upgrades include:

Robust protection: Additional factory-fitted protections, 
component guards and three rear hydraulic remotes with flow 
control ensure producers and their equipment are better pro-
tected from branches, limbs and tree nuts.

Longer runtimes: Increased fuel tank capacity provides 
an 8-12 hour runtime before refueling, resulting in improved 
productivity.

Greater stability: A new front ballast provides additional 
weight for greater balance and a smoother ride.

Seamless compatibility: A frame configuration designed 
for orchard landscapes, a variety of tire options, and seamless 
compatibility with the existing loader.  

Cost-Effective Flexibility with Farmall 140A Pro 
A high-capacity, rear 3-point hitch is now available on the 

Farmall 140A Pro. This new option adds flexibility, providing an 
efficient and cost-effective solution for handling heavy equip-
ment in produce production.   

To learn more about these new offerings and more from 
Case IH, visit www.caseih.com.
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2022 Census of Agriculture data released
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Na-

tional Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) announced 
the results of the 2022 Census of Agriculture, spanning 
more than 6 million data points about America’s farms 
and ranches and the people who operate them down 
to the county level. The information collected directly 
from producers shows a continued decline in the total 
number of U.S. farms. However, the data also show a 
rise in the number of new and beginning (operating 10 
or fewer years on any farm) as well as young (under 
the age of 35) producers. The full Census of Agricul-
ture report as well as publication dates for additional 
ag census data products can be found at nass.usda.
gov/AgCensus. Ag census data can also be found in 
NASS’s searchable online database, Quick Stats.

“We are pleased to provide updated Census of 
Agriculture data to all those who serve U.S. agriculture, 
especially the producers who gave their time to com-
plete the questionnaire. Census of Agriculture data tell 
a story. This comprehensive snapshot every five years 
helps data users to see trends and shifts in the indus-
try over time and helps producers do business,” said 
NASS Administrator Hubert Hamer. “Overall, though 
there are always changes across U.S. agriculture, the 
data remain largely consistent with the previous ag 
census. Data users will also notice some new data on 
the topics of hemp, precision agriculture, and internet 
access.”

Ag census data provide valuable insights into demo-
graphics, economics, land use and activities on U.S. 
farms and ranches such as:

There were 1.9 million farms and ranches (down 7% 
from 2017) with an average size of 463 acres (up 5%) 
on 880 million acres of farmland (down 2%). That is 
39% of all U.S. land.

Family-owned and operated farms accounted for 

95% of all U.S. farms and operated 84% of land in 
farms.

U.S. farms and ranches produced $543 billion in 
agricultural products, up from $389 billion in 2017. With 
farm production expenses of $424 billion, U.S. farms 
had net cash income of $152 billion. Average farm 
income rose to $79,790. A total of 43% of farms had 
positive net cash farm income in 2022.

Farms with internet access continued to rise from 
75% in 2017 to 79% in 2022.

A total of 153,101 farms and ranches used renew-
able energy producing systems compared to 133,176 
farms in 2017, a 15% increase. The majority of farms 
(76%) with
renewable energy systems reported using solar panels.

In 2022, 116,617 farms sold directly to consumers, 
with sales of $3.3 billion. Value of sales increased 16% 
from 2017.

The 105,384 farms with sales of $1 million or more 
were 6% of U.S. farms and 31% of farmland; they sold 
more than three-fourths of all agricultural products. The 
1.4 million farms with sales of $50,000 or less account-
ed for 74% of farms, 25% of farmland, and 2% of sales.

Nearly three-fourths of farmland was used by farms 
specializing in two commodity categories: oilseed and 
grain production (32%) and beef cattle production 
(40%).

The average age of all producers was 58.1, up 0.6 
years from 2017. This is a smaller increase than aver-
age age increases between prior censuses.

There were just over 1 million farmers with 10 or 
fewer years of experience, an increase in the number 
of beginning farmers from 2017 of 11%. Beginning 
farmers are younger than all farmers, with an average 
age of 47.1.

The number of producers under age 35 was 
296,480, comprising 9% of all producers. The 221,233 
farms with young producers making decisions tend to 
be larger than average in both acres and sales.

In 2022, 1.2 million female producers accounted for 
36% of all producers. Fifty-eight percent of all farms 
had at least one female decision maker.

The response rate for the 2022 Census of Agri-
culture was 61%; more than 40% of responses were 
submitted online. To address questions about the 2022 
Census of Agriculture data, NASS will host a live X Stat 
Chat @usda_nass for the public on Wednesday, Feb. 
14, at 1 p.m. EST. Ag census data highlight publica-
tions are available at nass.usda.gov/Publications/High-
lights.

First conducted in 1840 in conjunction with the 
decennial Census and conducted since 1997 by USDA 
NASS – the federal statistical agency responsible for 
producing official data about U.S. agriculture – the 
Census of Agriculture remains the most comprehen-
sive agricultural data for every state and county in the 
nation.
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190 S. Intake Blvd., Blythe, CA 92225  |  (760) 921-9500
3393 Highway 86, Imperial, CA 92251 |  (760) 355-2443
www.empireag.com

IT’S FENDT.  IT’S TIME.

The new 500-hp Fendt® 1000 is a technological marvel: big, immensely powerful and full of  
firsts — like a new hydro-pneumatic cab suspension. The first clutch-less, step-less transmission.  
And the first drive train that powers both axles independently. In short, it’s the best year-round  
tractor we’ve ever built. And, likely, the best one you’ll ever own. Learn more at fendt.com or visit 
Empire Agriculture. 

© 2019 AGCO Corporation. Fendt is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO® and Fendt® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved. 

Information, Research and Discussions Highlight 
Wine and Winegrape Industry’s Largest Gathering

From every corner of the world, wine and winegrape 
professionals convened at the 30th annual Unified Wine 
& Grape Symposium in Sacramento. The event serves as 
a dynamic platform to address industry challenges, share 
information and explore the latest technologies, equipment 
and services. Organized by the industry, for the industry, 
the Unified Symposium is the largest show of its kind in the 
Americas, hosting over 10,000 industry professionals with 
three days of program sessions and 900 exhibit booths.

“As our industry navigates through challenging times, 
the Unified Symposium is a rare opportunity for industry 
leaders and experts to gather, examine the latest data and 
discuss potential strategies to right the ship,” said Natalie 
Collins, president of the California Association of Winegrape 
Growers (CAWG) and co-host of the Unified Symposium. 
“For thirty years, Unified has served as a space to unite the 
industry, discuss emerging trends and find the technology, 
supplies, services and partners essential for charting the 
year ahead.”          

Held at the Sacramento Convention Center, the Unified 
Symposium is also Sacramento’s largest trade show, pro-
viding the city with over $16 million in restaurant, hotel and 
related revenues. Experts from around the globe spoke at 

the 23 different symposium sessions addressing everything 
from winemaking and winegrape growing to marketing and 
business operations. The massive trade show floor, which 
is larger than three football fields, showcased the supplies, 
equipment and services that drive the American wine 
industry.

“This was the largest trade show Unified Symposium 
has ever had and we’re continuing to see growing interest 
from the wine and grape community,” said Dan Howard, 
executive director of the American Society for Enology and 
Viticulture (ASEV) and the show’s other co-host. “We are 
already seeing increased enthusiasm for next year’s show. 
It’s a great reminder of how important having a show such 
as Unified is to the success and progress of the American 
wine industry.” The 2025 Unified Wine & Grape Sympo-
sium will take place on January 28-30 at the SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center in Sacramento. Built with the joint 
input of growers, vintners, and allied industry members, the 
Unified Symposium will celebrate 31 years of serving as a 
clearinghouse of information important to wine and grape 
industry professionals, as well as hosting the industry’s larg-
est trade show of its kind. For more information, visit www.
unifiedsymposium.org.
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Carbon Robotics Introduces New Product Capabilities 
to Meet Strong Global Demand for LaserWeeder™
AI robotics leader unveils Track LaserWeeder for muck soil, Carbon Ops Center with spatial data 
metrics for all crops and weeds, and multi-language support for iPad operator app

Carbon Robotics today announced the Track LaserWeeder, 
a new model of its proven LaserWeeder, and two software 
enhancements: spatial data intelligence in the Carbon Ops 
Center and multi-language support in the iPad operator app. 
By incorporating these advancements, Carbon Robotics not 
only addresses the diverse needs of farmers in various regions 
but also empowers them with actionable farm data, aligning 
seamlessly with the evolving demands of agriculture.

“Custom tracks extend the versatility and flexibility of the 
LaserWeeder and open up laserweeding to more regions and 
farms with varying soil types”

“We are excited to introduce the new Track LaserWeeder 
unit and software upgrades that will further improve the 
efficiency and capabilities of our industry-leading LaserWeed-
er for growers,” said Paul Mikesell, CEO and founder of Carbon 
Robotics. “Our customers laser weeded for more than 50,000 
total hours last year across more than 100 different crops, 
capturing major savings in weed control costs and reporting 
substantial increases in crop yield and quality.”

The Track LaserWeeder offers a custom track system 
built in collaboration with Soucy and GK Machine and was 
designed with growers to extend the LaserWeeder’s usabil-
ity across diverse soil types, including muck soil. By equally 
distributing the LaserWeeder’s weight, the tracks minimize 
compaction and allow the machine to enter fields earlier in 
the season despite challenging conditions. The first Track La-
serWeeders are complete and staged for delivery beginning 
in March 2024.

“Custom tracks extend the versatility and flexibility of the 
LaserWeeder and open up laserweeding to more regions and 
farms with varying soil types,” said John Mey, vice president of 
product at Carbon Robotics. “By improving ground pressure 
to 6.5 p.s.i. and supporting row spacing of 64” to 90”, growers 
in muck regions now can use LaserWeeder to do the work of a 
75-person hand weeding crew, have an alternative to herbi-

cides, and gain the production benefits resulting from no soil 
disruption.”

Carbon Robotics also introduced visualized spatial data 
available to all LaserWeeder customers. This innovative 
offering allows growers to access field, crop and weed metrics 
using the Carbon Ops Center, including stand count, density, 
type, average size and distribution. This data allows growers 
to identify and address areas with inconsistencies or surpris-
ing results and provides them with quantitative crop stand 
counts early after planting and well before harvest.

Carbon Robotics has also incorporated multi-language 
support into its intuitive iPad operator app, now supporting 
seven additional languages, including Spanish, French, Ger-
man, Danish, Dutch, Polish and Romanian. This feature allows 
field operators to utilize the app, alerts, and Carbon support 
more effectively by reducing language barriers.

2023 was a record year for Carbon Robotics, with a tripling 
number of LaserWeeders shipped to growers and rapid 
expansion into Europe and Australia. To support continued 
growth and rapid new product development, Carbon Robot-
ics raised $43 million in new capital in 2023, bringing its total 
funding to $80 million since its founding in 2018. To learn 
more, visit Carbon Robotics’ World Ag Expo exhibitor booth 
number F26 South Exhibits.

ABOUT CARBON ROBOTICS
Carbon Robotics, a leader in AI-powered robotics, empow-

ers farmers to cut costs, increase production and boost profits 
with precision agriculture products. Its award-winning Laser-
Weeder combines computer vision, AI deep learning technol-
ogy, robotics and lasers to identify and eliminate weeds with 
millimeter accuracy, cutting weed control costs by 80% and 
increasing crop yield and quality. In 2024, LaserWeeders will 
be in operation by leading growers across the U.S., Canada, 
Europe, and Australia. For more information, visit https://car-
bonrobotics.com/.
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(559) 685-5000    www.linderequipmentkubota.com

Come and see our huge inventory of
Case IH and Kubota tractors
Low-rate financing available and or Lease options!

Also, for rent many implements to choose from!

READY FOR RENT OR PURCHASE
from 25 hp to 620 hp

311 E. Kern Ave., Tulare, CA 93274

Serving Agriculture Since 1884



16  CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

New Holland CR11 Combine Debut Tour Takes Off 
in North America

After taking centerstage at Agritechnica 2023, the CR11 
combine is now making its greatly anticipated North America 
debut. Beginning next week on February 14 at the Nation-
al Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, Kentucky, the CR11 
combine kicks off its North America tour. The industry’s new 
high-capacity harvesting leader is embarking on a journey 
that will span stops at numerous industry and customer 
events across the U.S. and Canada.

“Get ready, because the CR11 combine is hitting the 
road, making appearances from Louisville to Saskatoon and 
beyond,” says Curtis Hillen, combine marketing manager for 
New Holland. “The CR11 combine is more than a machine; 
it’s the new standard, redefining what we expect of combine 
capacity and production. This debut tour is an opportunity to 
experience the CR11 combine first-hand.”

The 2024 CR11 Combine Tour
Throughout the coming months, there will be opportu-

nities to catch a glimpse, climb in the cab or take the CR11 
combine for a test drive on its barnstorming tour of the U.S. 
and Canada.

The CR11 combine debut tour kicks off at National Farm 
Machinery Show (February 14-17 in Louisville, Kentucky), 
followed by stops at:

Commodity Classic 2024, February 28 – March 1 in Hous-
ton, Texas

Ag in Motion, July 16-18 in Langham, Saskatchewan
Ag PhD Field Day, July 25 in Baltic, South Dakota
Farm Progress Show, August 27-29 in Boone, Iowa
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show, September 10-12 in Wood-

stock, Ontario
Husker Harvest Days, September 10-12 in Wood River, 

Nebraska
Agri-Trade Equipment Expo, November 13-15 in Red Deer, 

Alberta
In addition, the New Holland team and local dealers will 

be hosting regional events at dealerships and fields to show-
case and demo the CR11 combine.

Setting a New Standard for Harvest
Building on a 50-year legacy of New Holland harvesting 

innovation, from the creation of Twin Rotor® technology to 
setting a world record for harvesting, the CR11 combine is the 
biggest and most productive combine in any field. Designed 
from the ground up, the CR11 combine is built on four pillars 
– increased productivity, maximum grain savings, superior 
residue management and enhanced uptime – to help drive 
down the total cost of harvesting.

“With the expansion of farms and fields, the CR11 com-
bine proves instrumental in enhancing efficiency during the 
limited harvest window,” explains Jordan Kambeitz, CEO and 
president of Kambeitz Farms in Lajord, Saskatchewan. “It 
offers greater capacity, minimized downtime and improved 
straw spread and chop patterns, resulting in reduced losses. 
Consequently, this allows us to operate with fewer combines 
and maximize our utilization of labor resources.”

In a class of its own, the CR11 combine is an unmatched 

combination of performance, size and technology that 
achieves unprecedented productivity. It touts:

A 775-horsepower FPT Cursor 16 engine, a 75-horsepower 
increase compared to the CR10 combine.

A 567-bushel grain tank, holding 38% more bushels than 
the next biggest class of CR combine.

A 6.0 bushel per second unload rate that can empty the 
grain tank in 100 seconds.

25% fewer drive components and elimination of all drive 
chains

Up to a 60-foot cutting width.
2x24-inch rotors
A new, larger and fully automated TwinClean™ dou-

ble-cleaning shoe with automated cross-distribution control 
that increases cleaning capacity and helps achieve loss levels 
close to zero.

A new residue management system for superior chopping 
and spreading, maintaining high chop quality and even res-
idue distribution. The new system also takes it a step further 
with remote in-cab control of the counterknife bank, offering 
flexibility field-by-field for customized operations.

The new IntelliSpread™ system, which uses radars for 
closed-loop residue spreading automation. This ensures a 
uniform, full-width spread performance, regardless of chang-
es in wind or crop conditions.

A new automatic de-slug procedure that enables opera-
tors to clear blockages in seconds without leaving the cab.

The first of its kind to come standard with PLM Intelli-
gence™ features built in. This includes the new IntelliView™ 
12 display, IntelliSteer™ guidance system and other essen-
tial precision farming functions, like telematics and remote 
screen viewing. Owners can also exercise the option to add 
the NutriSense™ NIR sensor for real-time crop composition 
monitoring, providing valuable insights for more informed 
decisions during harvest, storage and sales planning.

The CR11 combine will be available for model year 2025 
with order placements beginning summer 2024 at local New 
Holland dealerships.
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Office (661) 587-3123 • Jerry (661) 333-3040
www.Gouldauction.com • Email: Gouldhitch@aol.com

6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, CA 93308

LIVE AUCTION & ONLINE BIDDING • Proxibid Handling All
Online Bidding • www.Proxibid.com

All Nice Equipment, Short Sale, Be Prompt
Grading – Asphalt Paving, Curbs, Seal Coating, Striping, Trench Paving, Parking Lot’s. Equipment in 
top condition, clean, all starts & runs.
Truck, Pickups, Trailers
1995 Peterbilt Conventional C-12, Cat Engine, 13 Speed, 3 Axle, K & H 10 Ton Steel Dump Bed, 
992,00 Miles, Overhauled @ 800,000, Lic # 7P91454
2002 Chevy 3500, Duramax Diesel, Ext. Cab, 151000 Miles, 12’ Aux. Fuel Tanks  Flatbed, Lic. # 
6V93986
2002 Chevy 2500 W/Duramax Diesel, Extended Cab, Auxiliary Fuel Tank, Tool Box, Lic. 7B42613
HD 3 Axle Trailer Tandem Axle W/Pintle Hitch, 32’ Bed, Beaver Tail, 6’ Double Fold Hyd. Lift Ramps, 
Lic. # 4HN7194
Zieman 2 Axle Tandem Axle Duals, 26’ Bed W/Beaver Tail, 2300 Gal. Seal Tank, 23 HP Honda Engine 
W/Pump, 250 Gal. Water Tank Mounted Under Frame, Lic 1UD2284
2 Axle 15’ Trailer W/Drop Down Ramp, Lic. 1WG7510
2 Axle 12’ Pull Trailer W/Ramp, Lic. 4CY6952
500 Gallon Buffalo Water Trailer W/Honda Engine, Hose, Lic. 4LS6405
(2) 2 Axle Enclosed Solar Powered Trailer W/100 Gal. Water Tank, Hose Reel, 300’ Hose, Lic.  4KK6046, 
4ES8523
Case 570LXT Tractor Loader, Serial # 261468, 4 Wheel Drive, 12-16.5 Front, 19.5L-24 Rear Tires,  4 Post 
Rops, Gannon 3 Pt. Scarifier 7’ Scraper, Hydraulic Center & 1 Lift Hydraulic Arm
Grading & Asphalt
Barber Greene SB-131 Custom Paving Trench Machine W/Attachments, 16:00-24 Tires, Screed Wings, 
Auger Extensions, (See Video, Specialty Paving ,norm@blackstoneasphalt.com) S/N SB131X566
Vogele Model 2219W Paving Machine W/Carleson Screed, 1756 Hours, Extra 28’ Electronics Bar, 
Ready to Go Production # 30723
AP 200 Power Box Paver W/Detroit Diesel Engine
2006 Bomag 5-7 Ton 48” S teel Wheel Roller, Model BW120AD, Rops, Serial # 10188002435
3 Point Hitch 10’ Drag Bar W/Hydraulic Adjustable Steel Wheels, W/Brock S/A Scraper Trailer, Lic. 
4ER8356
Tack Pot Single Axle Trailer W/20 Gal LP Burner, Lic. 4LK8623
2 Vibra Plate Hand Operated Packers, 2 Blowers, Concrete Asphalt Extruding Machine, A, E & F Type 
Curbing, 3500 Generator
Edco & Asphalt Concrete Saw, Left & Right Hand, Honda 20 HP, Self-Propelled,
Line Lazer Striping Machine W/Stencils & Supplies
20’ C Train Container, Nice, 1 22’ Storage Container W/Electric, Shelving
Jet Pedestal Drill, Shop Cooler, Gas Powered Steam Cleaner, Ice Machine, Grease Pumps, Chains, Bind-
ers, Washer & Dryer, 550 Gallon Diesel Tank, Stand, 100” Hose. Work Benches, Ped. Grinder, Office 
Furniture

Next Large Auction @ Gould Auction, 6200 Price Way, April 27, 2004

GOULD AUCTION
& Appraisal Co. LLC

Integrity
Experience

Results

Saturday, March 23 • 10:00 AM
Inspection: Friday March 22, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

BLACKSTONE ASphALT CONSTRUCTION, INC - COMpLETE LIQUIDATION
3112 Antonino Way, Bakersfield, CA (Directions: Rosedale to Buck Owens, North to Antonino Way, turn East to Above Address.)

Bond #CA MS150-49-03 USA MS2892233
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Dairy Council of CA Awards Community Grants

By: Meggan Rush
Dairy Council of California, a leader in nutrition educa-

tion and advocacy, has awarded over $45,000 in community 
grants to assist California schools and community-based 
organizations with innovative and sustainable solutions to 
foster healthy eating and meet local needs.

Grants advance Dairy Council of California’s Let’s Eat 
Healthy Initiative, engaging nutrition champions to support 
equitable access to science-based nutrition education. 
Funds also support food and agricultural literacy and help 
make healthy, wholesome foods, including milk and dairy 
foods, more accessible for local California communities. 
Awardees include: 

My Healthy Reader, Riverside County 
“I have been a long-time fan of both the Dairy Council 

and Let's Eat Healthy, utilizing their online resources to 
help educate families and young children on the benefits of 
good nutrition. Being a grant recipient is an exciting honor 
that provides support and opportunity to expand program 
efforts. This grant will allow us to continue to impact families 
in the Inland Empire, by providing knowledge and resources 
that assist in learning how to make healthy food and dairy 
choices," says My Healthy Reader CEO Yvonne Roberson 
Choyce. 

Griffiths Middle School, Downey Unified School District, 
Los Angeles County   

“The Let’s Eat Healthy Community Grant provides our 
students with the essential knowledge and tools for a health-
ier future. This grant opens doors to nutrition education and 
wellness initiatives that will lead our students on a path of 
lifelong well-being,” culinary teacher Kim Silverman states.  

Centennial Farm, Orange County  
“The Orange County Fair and Event Center’s Centennial 

Farm is excited to have been selected as a recipient of the 
Dairy Council’s Let’s Eat Healthy Community Grant. Funds 
will be used to further enhance the importance of dairy and 
nutrition through activities with our existing educational pro-
grams and the impact of the grant funds will benefit students 
for years to come,” states Evy Young, director of agriculture 
programs at Centennial Farm. 

Ladera Ranch Middle School, Capistrano Unified School 
District, Orange County   

“The Let's Eat Healthy grant will significantly impact 
culinary classes. The classroom is over two decades old. 
With this funding, we now have the means to procure new 
equipment that has worn out. These enhancements will 
enrich our food labs, which integrate nutrition education 
and experimentation with different techniques and ingredi-

ents, notably emphasizing yeast dough making, homemade 
butter, milk cultures for cheese, and more,” says culinary 
teacher Carrie Gray. 

Community Housing Opportunities Corporation, Youth 
Services Program, Solano County   

According to Amahirani Reyes, youth services program 
manager for Community Housing Opportunities Corporation, 
“CHOC sincerely appreciates the generous support extend-
ed by the Dairy Council of California in establishing this 
valuable partnership. Their support is positioned to signifi-
cantly enhance youth nutrition education within our afford-
able housing communities, leaving a positive and lasting 
impact.” 

Dairy Council of California CEO Amy DeLisio explains 
the further impact of the grants: “The Let’s Eat Healthy 
Community Grants are another powerful tool for organi-
zations to continue to provide access and opportunities 
where children, families and communities can build posi-
tive connections between nutrition, agriculture and lifelong 
healthy eating. These grants, and the valuable work of the 
awardees, will make a difference in the lives of those who 
need it most for years to come.” 

About Dairy Council of California 
Dairy Council of California is a nutrition organization 

working together with champions to elevate the health of 
children and communities through lifelong healthy eating 
patterns. Focusing on education, advocacy, dairy agricultur-
al literacy and collaboration, Dairy Council of California ad-
vances the health benefits of milk and dairy foods as part of 
the solution to achieving nutrition security and sustainable 
food systems. Learn more at DairyCouncilofCA.org. 

About the Let’s Eat Healthy Initiative  
Launched by Dairy Council of California, Let’s Eat 

Healthy is an initiative that brings together community 
leaders and stakeholders with expertise in education, school 
foodservice, public health, health care and agriculture, in-
viting these change-makers to elevate the health of children 
and families through the pursuit of lifelong healthy eating 
habits. Through coordination and collaboration, Let’s Eat 
Healthy strives to provide sustainable solutions to champi-
on community health and make healthy, wholesome foods 
accessible to all. The Let’s Eat Healthy Initiative is driven 
to provide dynamic educational resources and tools, peer 
networking, amplification of best practices and the latest in 
nutrition information, uniting individuals and organizations 
through shared values. Join the initiative and make a differ-
ence at HealthyEating.org. 
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‘Super Carbolicious’ 4-H Food Fiesta challenges 
young chefs

Inside a quiet classroom, Sadie, a 4-H member in Orange 
County, stands in front of two judges with an insulated cooler 
bag in hand. From it she pulls out plates, utensils and napkins 
and sets them down on the table. She unzips the bottom com-
partment and carefully reaches for a cast iron platter with golden 
fluffy pancakes piled on top.

“Would you like syrup with your pancakes? I highly recom-
mend it,” said Sadie, an eighth grader who is participating in the 
annual 4-H Food Fiesta for a second time.

4-H, a youth development program supported by the Univer-
sity of California Agriculture and Natural Resources and adminis-
tered through local UC Cooperative Extension offices, promotes 
hands-on experiential learning for all youth.

Rita Jakel, 4-H program coordinator for Orange County, 
described the Food Fiesta event – intended for ages 5 to 18 – as 
an opportunity to practice and showcase public speaking skills 
through a fun, food-related competition.

Youth present their creations before a panel of evaluators, 
who ask them to describe how they prepared the dish and why, 
and how they managed challenges throughout the process. The 
interaction between youth and adult leaders provides a unique 
opportunity for youth to practice career readiness skills such as 
job interviews and public speaking.

This year's theme was “Super Carbolicious” and 4-H partic-
ipants were encouraged to make their favorite dishes using 
ingredients like pasta, potatoes and bread. Carbohydrates are 
often perceived as unhealthy, which is not a helpful mindset 
to have when teaching youth about nutrition. Carbohydrates 
provide the body with glucose, which is converted into energy 
that people need to function throughout the day.

Some of the dishes that were presented during the Food 
Fiesta included chocolate chip banana bread, cheesy baked po-
tatoes, cookies and Nutella-stuffed crepes. 4-H member Kaitlin 
had only ever attended the Food Fiesta to cheer on a friend. This 
year, she decided to participate and presented pumpkin macaro-
ni and cheese as her entry.

“Pumpkin mac and cheese is better than the regular one 
because there's a lot more flavor and you have to use two chees-
es: cheddar and parmesan,” explained Kaitlin, a seventh grader. 
When asked what motivated her to participate instead of a 
being a bystander this time around, Kaitlin said that she wanted 
to work on her presentation skills. 

“Usually, I'm a bit shy and I don't like to share that much. The 
Food Fiesta helped me practice speaking up more so that I can 
accomplish my goals,” Kaitlin said.  

Sadie, who loves public speaking, admits that it wasn't 
always a strength of hers. “There was a time when I hated public 
speaking. But when I joined 4-H's cake decorating, poultry and 
food fiesta events, I got more comfortable with public speaking,” 
she said. “Now, I like going to events and showing off. I get to 
show off turkeys, my cakes and, today, I presented homemade 
pancakes.”

Helping to keep the day's festivities running smoothly were 
two 4-H state ambassadors: Michaela and Laurelyn, two high 
school seniors. Both have been involved in 4-H for over nine 

years, with Laurelyn being a third-generation 4-H member. “My 
grandmother grew up in a 4-H club in Orange County. She still 
raises breeding lambs for 4-H members to this day,” said Laure-
lyn, whose mother was a 4-H member in San Joaquin County.

As state ambassadors, they are responsible for creating 
and presenting workshops during state, national and regional 
events. “We also engage the public via social media, specifically 
TikTok and Instagram (@4horangeco),” said Michaela, who is in 
her second year as an ambassador.

During the Food Fiesta, Michaela and Laurelyn made them-
selves available to answer questions from participants and their 
families. Both ambassadors agreed that seeing parents involved 
in 4-H should not come as a surprise. “Being in 4-H is a family 
effort. This isn't an extra-curricular where you just drop your kids 
off and leave,” said Michaela.

Laurelyn shared that the biggest misconception others have 
about 4-H is that they think it's about introducing youth to agri-
culture or livestock. There's a civic engagement and leadership 
component to it, too. “If parents knew about all the ways 4-H can 
benefit their kids, I think more people would want to join us,” she 
said. “And they're finding fun ways to help us learn life skills, like 
this Food Fiesta.” 

The homemade dishes weren't the only thing to look forward 
to, however. In another building, Sandy Jacobs, volunteer event 
coordinator, and her team set up a kitchen quiz for members. On 
several tables, there were different cooking tools and partici-
pants were challenged to name as many tools as they could. 

In another classroom, while some members were present-
ing food, others presented their themed table setting décor. 
Participants had to prepare a complete table setting entry 
including a menu card, centerpiece and table settings for two. 
Judges considered creativity, use of color, table setting etiquette, 
knowledge in talking to the judges, and appearance in their 
evaluation. 

Finally, to wrap up the day, members competed in a cupcake 
decorating competition. Participants were responsible for bring-
ing their own supplies including tools and edible decorations for 
Cupcake Wars. Depending on their age group, participants had 
20 minutes to decorate two to four cupcakes, each of a different 
theme.

To learn more about 4-H in Orange County, visit https://oc4h.
org/.
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•	 FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
 (Create Account and Place Your FREE AD or 
 Upgrade to a Photo Ad)

•	 CLASSIFIEDS

•	 VIEW	CURRENT/PAST	CFEM	ISSUES

•	 DEALER	LISTINGS

•	 FEATURED	PRODUCTS

•	 AG	DIRECTORY

•	 LATEST	NEWS
•	 FEATURED	COMPANIES
•	 UPCOMING	EVENTS
•	 BANNER	ADS

•	 HYPERLINK	TO	COMPANY	WEBSITES

•	 DIGITAL	SUBSCRIPTION	FREE

•	 PRINT	MAGAZINE	SUBSCRIPTION	(MAIL)

Visit our New Website. We are a work in progress. Adding new  information
daily. If you encounter any problems please let us know. You can contact us
at: 559-627-2182 or email: info@cfemag.com



22  CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE | MARCH 2024

AEF Wins AE50 Award For Agricultural Interoperability Network
New network simplifies and improves cross-brand data sharing to enhance interoperability

The Agricultural Industry Electronics Foundation 
(AEF), a global non-profit organization founded to improve 
cross-manufacturer compatibility in agricultural equipment, 
was recognized by the American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers (ASABE) with a prestigious 
AE50 award for its groundbreaking Agricultural Interopera-
bility Network (AgIN). 

The AE50 is an awards program honoring the year’s 
top product advancements within agriculture, food and 
biological systems. A panel of expert engineers selected 
the winners, using criteria that emphasized innovation, en-
gineering advancement, and market impact as the decid-
ing factors. The ASABE recognized the winners yesterday 
during a luncheon at the Agricultural Equipment Technolo-
gy Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. 

“We are honored to be recognized with an esteemed 
AE50 award for AgIN,” said Norbert Schlingmann, General 
Manager, AEF. “Accessing information across different 
clouds today is a challenge. With AgIN, farmers are able 
to get access to data via the cloud of their choice from 
other systems.”

The new peer-to-peer based AgIN network will be an 
industry-wide solution for agribusinesses to share data. 
The new initiative will provide a framework to foster col-
laboration between agricultural actors who have agreed 
to provide interoperability of their cloud platforms. AgIN is 
a foundation to establish a state-of-the-art data space for 
agricultural data.

AEF member companies who have committed to the 

AgIN initiative include: Actia Italia, the Association of 
Equipment Manufacturers (AEM), AGCO, AgGateway, 
Argo Tractors, Amazone, Bosch Rexroth, CLAAS, CNHi, 
dev4Agriculture, Dinamica Generale, DKE-Data, Horsch, 
John Deere, Krone, Kubota / Kverneland, Kuhn, SDF, 
NEXT Farming, OSB connagtiv, Pöttinger, Rauch, Trimble, 
VDMA Agricultural Machinery, Walvoil and xFarm.

For more information about AEF and the new AgIN 
initiative, please visit: www.aef-online.org.

Public Hearing Will Review Regulation Amendments For CDFA’s 
Cannabis Appellations Program

CDFA’s Office of Environmental Farming and Inno-
vation (OEFI) submitted today proposed regulations to 
amend the Cannabis Appellations Program to the Office 
of Administrative Law.  

Legislation directed CDFA to establish the program 
due to producer and consumer interest. 

The proposed regulations would effectively require 
all cultivation activities (i.e., planting, growing, har-
vesting, drying, curing, grading, and trimming) to occur 
within the area represented by the appellation of origin, 
and require cultivators to notify CDFA of the use of an 
appellation of origin. 

Regulatory documents related to the proposed regu-
lations are available for public review on the program's 
webpage at www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/cap.. 

Any interested person may submit written comments 
relevant to the proposed regulatory action. A 45-day 
written comment period closes at midnight on March 
19, 2024. Written comments may be submitted to the 
Department by mailing: 

•    Cannabis Appellations Program

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
or emailing: CannabisAg@cdfa.ca.gov
In addition to the comment period, CDFA will host a 

virtual public hearing on Tuesday, March 19, 2024, from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to allow for oral comment on the 
proposed amendments. Attendees may participate via 
Zoom online meeting platform or telephone conferenc-
ing. 

To participate via Zoom, register for the meeting 
online at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_oSB4B7KRQ2uP4sai1M0TBg.

The link to the meeting will also be posted on the 
CAP website at https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/cap.

As a reasonable accommodation, limited in-person 
seating may be available at the hearing in Room 133 at 
the CDFA Headquarters, 1220 N Street, Sacramento, 
CA 95814. Please contact Eric Duran at Eric.Duran@
cdfa.ca.gov or (916) 387-5887 by March 11, 2024, if an 
accommodation is necessary.
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NEWMAN
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-862-3760
PORTERVILLE
Farmers Tractor

559-784-4967 • 800-533-4967
REEDLEY

Pioneer Equipment Co.
559-638-9201

RIO VISTA
Dolk Tractor Company

707-374-6438
SANTA ROSA

Garton Tractor, Inc.
707-586-1790
STOCKTON

Big Valley Tractor
800-266-9631
209-466-9631

TULARE
Linder Equipment Company

559-685-5000
TURLOCK

Garton Tractor, Inc.
209-632-3931 • 877-872-2867

UKIAH
Garton Tractor, Inc.

707-468-5880

FRESNO
Pioneer Equipment Co.

559-486-7580
MERCED

Garton Tractor, Inc.
209-726-4600

MODESTO
Garton Tractor, Inc.

209-538-0911



1500 Gallon Water Tank Trailer. Has 
good running Honda pump. Good con-
dition. $2500 cash. Call 559-284-5940

Automatic Solar Water Pump System. 
Lower utility bills, no utility connect 
needed. Pushes up to 600 feet 30,000 
gallons per day. Huge tax credits avail-
able. Call 530-273-4895 
Harlo 6500 4WD, 4,646 Hours $34,500 
Call 559-651-0330    

John Deere 5083EN 2011, 83HP, 1700 
hours, very nice condition. $19,995 or 
Best offer takes it. Call 559-905-3130.

Steiger PTA310 1982, 3,453 hours, 
SN:152-01509, 310 HP, 6-cyl Cummins 
Diesel $26,500. Call Richard 800-653-
6279.

WATER PUMPING WINDMILLS with 
metal towers - New or Used windmills. 
prices start at $2,500.00. Call Us at 
559-779-8354

GENERATOR 65KW, 300 hours,
almost new. $10,000.00 Call Jim
559-261-5469.

The Marketplace               
APPRAISALS

FARM EQUIPMENT

Taylor AG Equip. Appraisals
ASAA Certified 34 Years

ASFMRA 2014
USPAP & Valuation

Retail AG Sales 40 + Years
916-806-7431 David
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1-877-872-2867
www.gartontractor.com

QUALITY PEOPLE QUALITY PRODUCTS
Turlock • Newman • Fairfield • Fresno

Madera  • Merced • Modesto • Santa Rosa
Stockton • Tulare • Ukiah • Woodland

*Plus tax, shipping, etc.

Don't Forget to pray!
•	Pray	for	your	people	and	your	
products.
•	Pray	for	your	grounds	and	your	
gear.
If you would like prayer support 

please call
Kevin at 925-765-4849

FARMALL F12 Tractor  ....... $1,600
JD (Old) Corn Planter ............. $500
ROOTS Duster ....................... $300
500 Gallon water tank on trailer
with pump ............................... $800
FORKLIFT (Homemade) ........ $400
1955 CHEVY C30 flatbed dump
............................................. $3,500
1941 FORD 1½ ton truck..... $3,500

Ceres, CA   408-250-4725

WANTED
British White Hefers

Extra Long Horns
Watusi Cows

Call 805-610-5855

– CONSIGNMENTS WELCOMED –
– Free Estimate on site Appraisal’s or Auction proposal –

Office (661) 587-3123  •  Jerry (661) 333-3040
6200 Price Way, Bakersfield, Ca. 93308

Bond # Ca MS150-49-03 USA MS2892233
Website: www.gouldauction.com       E-Mail: Gouldhitch@aol.com

GOULD AUCTION
& Appraisal Co. LLC
Integrity, Experience, Results

RENTALS: We Rent Farm Equip-
ment. Linder Equipment Co., Tulare, 
CA. 559-685-5000.

RENTALS

200 PTO HP, FT: 380/85R30
RT: 380/90R46 w/duals, 
RW: 1,100 LBS, GPS ready, 
4 electronic remotes, war-
ranty 6/21/21 end date or 

5000 hrs. whichever comes first, now 2463 hrs.
.............................................................Call For Price

PUMA 185 RENTAL 
#4131, SN: ZGES02638
185 PTO HP, FT: 380/85R30 
RT: 380/90R46, RW: 1,100 
LBS, GPS ready, 4 mech. 

remotes,  warranty 5/27/21 end date or 5000 hrs.
whichever comes first, now 2362 hrs.
.............................................................Call For Price

PLUS More Rentals to Choose From
LINDER EQUIPMENT CO.

559-685-5000

PUMA 200 RENTAL #4137, SN: ZGES02726 

*Plus Taxes, Etc. on above equipment

2016 New Holland 110TL
FOR WORKMASTER Fits 
35/40 TIER 3 Tractor 
- Compact Utility 
....................$5,600.00
LOCATION: Salinas, CA

Coastal Tractor
831-757-4101

*Plus Taxes, Etc. on above equipment

2015 New Holland TS6.140 Tractor
New, 3 Hrs.,  2WD, 139 
HP, Stock #FTT262
................$45,000.00
LOCATION: Salinas, CA

2010 THOMAS WR944
Used $6,000.00

Location: Bakersfield CA

2023 JOHN DEERE 3032E
Used 5 hrs., Loader,
Powertrain, 28 HP, 4WD, 
Hydro

Location: Bakersfield CA

San Joaquin Tractor Co.
Bakersfield, California 93305
Phone:(661) 705-6133

SPRING SALE!

Big Tex 30SV-8 5’x8’ Single Axle Utility 
Trailer GVWR: 2,995 w/ Spare SKU:AA4834 
...................................................$4,100.00*

Domries ET-3322F 5’3” 3 Point Tandem 
Disk, 22” blades SKU: AA8624....$7,199.00*

Ford Tractor 4630 Diesel, good
condition ............................$10,000.00
Indesco Disc 6'9" ..............$11,000.00

Call 209-632-0179

LANDPRIDE RCF2072 72” Medium Duty Ro-
tary Cutter SKU: 005992...........$4,235.00*

New KUBOTA B2401DTN 4wd narrow ROPS 
tractor SKU: 002437................$17,499.00 *

“For Your Next Shipment Call
YAKIMA VALLEY LOGISTICS LLC

for a quick response and competitive rate”

509.833.7880
ed@yvlogistics.com

• FLATBED
• DRY VAN

• REFRIGERATED
• HOTSHOT CARRIERS AVAILABLE



15-$19.00

 16-$19.90 17-$20.80 18-$21.70 19-$22.60             20-$23.50

   21-$24.40 22-$25.30 23-$26.20 24-$27.10 25-$28.00

 “Let us help you sell your equipment-
with one low-cost classified ad!”

...and as an added bonus we’ll list your
classified ad on the world wide web

for no additional charge!
Use this order form to place your ad

or give us a call today!

• Minimum ad size is 15 words. 
• Mail order form and payment to:

 California Farm Equipment Classifieds
 P.O. Box 1128
 Visalia, CA 93279-1128
• Or call in your ad Today!

559-627-2182
A friendly classified representative will help you with your ad. 
Please have your credit card ready when you call.
Name ___________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________
City _________________________State ___Zip ________
Phone _________________ E-mail ___________________

Method of payment enclosed:: □Check □Money Order

  Credit Card: □Visa □MasterCard □American Express
Account Number______________________CID#_________
Exp. Date __________________________
Signature ________________________________________
# of Words in Ad?_____ Month ad should appear in:_______
What Category to run ad under: ______________________
Fill out below exactly how your ad should appear. Please print 
clearly- One word per line. Phone number is one word.

Run It Til It
SELLS!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 2024

5-6: 2024 California Poultry Federation (CPF) Winter Board 
of Directors Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Sacramento, CA. 
Any questions please call the CPF office at (209) 576-6355 
or email:  info@cpif.org if you have any questions or con-
cerns. Thank you. We hope you can join us at this special 
event.

19-21: Outlook 2024 Agribusiness Conference. Bakersfield, 
CA. Marriott at the Convention Center. The theme is Sus-
tainable Agriculture for the Future.  The conference will in-
clude the release of the 2024 Trends in Agricultural Land & 
Lease Values report, opportunities for networking, industry 
updates, continuing education and much more! A full day 
Ag Tour, the California Classic BBQ and continuing educa-
tion	classes.	Visit	https://calasfmra.com/chapter-news/

APRIL 2024

4-6: American Agri-Women Mid-Year Meeting. Each year in 
April, American Agri-Women hosts a Mid-Year Meeting for 
those interested in discussing current agricultural issues 
and policies. Hilton Garden Inn Manhattan, Kansas. For 
more	information	visit:	www.americanagriwomen.org/
events

19-21: California Antique Equipment Show. Welcome to the 
best show in the West for old iron! FAMILY FUN AROUND 
EVERY CORNER. Visit agriculture’s past by learning about 
tractors, engines, equipment, and more. Located right off 
Highway 99, the International Agri-Center® is easy to get to.  
For more information call 559.688.1030 or 800.999.9186 or 
Email; antique@farmshow.org

JUNE 2024

2-6: American Agri-Women Legislative Fly-In. Join us in D.C. 
and have our voices heard! We develop our policy positions 
each year at our Mid-Year Meeting to present at our annual 
Legislative Fly-In to Washington, D.C. each June. Embassy 
Suites by Hilton Crystal City, Arlington, VA. For more infor-
mation	visit:	www.americanagriwomen.org/events

26-27: California Cattlemen’s Association Mid-Year Meeting. 
Attend and be active in setting CCA policy. Come discuss 
issues with fellow producers and hear updates. Your voice 
helps develop policy that provides direction for your 
organization. Nugget Casino Resort, Sparks, NV. For more 
information	Visit:	https://calcattlemen.org/events/

NOVEMBER 2024

14-17: American Agri-Women 2024 50th National Conven-
tion. Come celebrate our 50th anniversary in Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin! Details coming soon, stay tuned! For informa-
tion	visit:	www.americanagriwomen.org/events

To list your special event in California Farm Equipment 
send details to CFEM, PO Box 1128, Visalia, CA. 93279. or 
email to: info@cfemag.com.
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ThE LS DIFFERENCE
Visit Your Local LS Tractor Dealer

Dinuba, CA 
pETE & SON'S INC

559-574-5445

Earlimart, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

559-268-6285

Fresno, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

800-959-5532

Grass Valley, CA
SIMpLY COUNTRY

530-273-3886

Los Molinos, CA
LANE TRACTOR SALES INC

530-384-1016

Modesto, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-846-6960

Redlands, CA
YUCAIpA AUTO &TRAILER CENTER

909-794-6971

Rough & Ready, CA
SIMpLY COUNTRY

530-273-3886

Sacramento, CA
TRACTOR CITY INC

916-309-4146

Stockton, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

209-933-0206

Templeton, CA
TAN OAK TRACTOR SALES INC

805-391-2208

West Sacramento, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

916-371-6165

Yuba, CA
MEChANICAL & IRRIGATION

SOLUTIONS INC
530-674-7030

Chicken community 
‘coop-eration’ needed to test 
UC poultry health app

By Pamela S Kan-Rice
Author- Assistant Director, News and 
Information Outreach

If you raise backyard chickens or 
breed game fowl, UC Cooperative 
Extension has an app for you. The 
new mobile app offers information for 
raising healthy chickens.

To test the usefulness of the UC 
Community Chicken app to people 
raising chickens, the Poultry Lab at 
the UC Davis School of Veterinary 
Medicine will pay poultry owners to 
participate in a two-week study with 
a follow-up survey three months 
later. 

The app contains information 
about chicken health, nutrition, vacci-
nation, biosecurity, bird behavior and 
husbandry.

“Our study focuses on the devel-
opment and evaluation of a new mo-
bile app for backyard chicken owners 
and game fowl breeders,” said Mau-
rice Pitesky, UC Davis School of Vet-
erinary Medicine associate professor 
of Cooperative Extension. “The goal 
is to examine the app's effectiveness 
as a communication tool within the 
poultry community.”

To be eligible, participants must 
be backyard chicken owners who 
are 13 years or older or game fowl 
breeders over 18 years of age. They 
will need to have Apple or Android 
phones or tablets to access the app.

What's in the app? 
The UC Community Chicken app 

contains six educational modules 

with short videos that cover health 
assessment, nutrition, vaccina-
tion, biosecurity, bird behavior and 
husbandry. It also features chat and 
feedback buttons so participants can 
communicate with the UC experts 
and other poultry owners.

 “We value the thoughts and ex-
periences of people who are raising 
poultry,” said Myrna Cadena, Ph.D. 
student in Pitesky's lab. “Their input 
will be valuable in shaping the way 
we extend information about poultry 
health.”

Study timeline
For two weeks, participants will 

explore the educational resources 
and other features and complete 
the surveys. Three months later, 
the researchers will follow up with a 
survey to assess the chicken owners' 
progress.

Participants who complete the 
entire study and follow-up survey 
will receive a $25 Amazon gift card 
via email. Those who do not finish 
the entire study will be compensated 
based on their level of participation. 
The study will be limited to 220 par-
ticipants.

To register for the study, go to 
https://bit.ly/UCchickenapp. Once the 
study is ready, participants will be 
notified via email. The UC Commu-
nity Chicken app will be available to 
the public after the study is com-
plete. For more information about 
the study, contact Maurice Pitesky at 
drcluck@ucdavis.edu.

People raising chickens are invited to test the new UC Community Chicken app, which 
promotes poultry health.
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ThE LS DIFFERENCE
Visit Your Local LS Tractor Dealer

Dinuba, CA 
pETE & SON'S INC

559-574-5445

Earlimart, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

559-268-6285

Fresno, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC

800-959-5532

Grass Valley, CA
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TRACTOR CITY INC
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Stockton, CA
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West Sacramento, CA
VALLEY FORKLIFT INC
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Yuba, CA
MEChANICAL & IRRIGATION

SOLUTIONS INC
530-674-7030



Ag Directory                     Ag Internet Directory

If you would like to have your website listed here contact us at:

Website:   californiafarmequipment.com          Telephone:  (559) 627-2182            E-mail:  info@cfemag.com

Auctions

Gould Auction
..............................www.gouldauction.com

Mulrooney Auction
....................www.mulrooneyauction.com

Equipment

Agco Corporation
......................................www.agcocorp.com

Big Valley Tractor

......................... www.bigvalleytractor.com

Bobcat Central

.............................www.bobcatcentral.com

Case Corporation
.......................................www.casecorp.com

Coastal Tractor Company
..............................www.coastaltractor.com

Diamond A Equipment
..............www.diamondaequipment.com

Dolk Tractor Company
................www.dolktractorcompany.com

Donahue Corporation
........................www.donahue-trailers.com

Farmers Tractor
.............................. www.farmerstractor.net

Garton Tractor Inc
..............................www.gartontractor.com

Grasshopper
..................www.grasshoppermower.com

Hanford Equipment Company
...................... www.kubota.com/DealerWeb/kubota/
HanfordEquip_Hanford

Hesston by Massey Ferguson
.........................................www.hesston.com

Klamath Basin Equipment
....... www.klamathbasinequipment.com

Kubota Corporation
...........................................www.kubota.com

LAFORGE Systems Inc
...............................www.laforgegroup.com

Linder Equipment
........................................ www.lindereq.com

Madera Tractor
...........www.maderatractor@madnet.net

Massey Ferguson
............................ www.masseyferguson.us

N & S Tractor
.............................................www.nstrac.com

New Holland
.................................www.newholland.com

Peltzer Enterprises Inc
.....................www.peltzerenterprises.com

Pioneer Equipment
...................www.pioneerequipment.com

Plantel Nurseries
.........................www.plantelnurseries.com

Powerland Equipment
.............www.powerlandequipment.com

Presision Air Systems Inc
..................www.precisionairsystems.com

Quality Machinery
...............................................quality-mc.com

Quinn Company 
.......................... www.quinncompany.com

Rubicon Equipment

...................www.rubiconequipment.com

San Joaquin Tractor
.................................sanjoaquintractor.com

Sonsray Machinery
.................... www.sonsraymachinery.com

South Kern Machinery
...........................www.kernmachinery.com

Valley Tractor
...............................www.valley-tractor.com

Woodland Tractor & Equipment
...................... www.WoodlandTractor.com

Wilkinson International
............www.wilkinsoninternational.com

Manufacturers

McIlroy Equipment
....................www.mcilroyequipment.com

Nikkel Iron Works
......................... www.nikkelironworks.com

N&S Tractor

.......................................www.nstractor.com

Smith Welding & Machine Shop
................... www.smithweldingshop.com

Farm Shows
Antique Farm Show
....................... www.antiquefarmshow.org

Colusa Farm Show
........................ www.colusafarmshow.com

World Ag Expo
................................ www.worldagexpo.org

Federal Government
Army Corps of Engineers
.............................www.wetland.usace.mil/

Bureau of Land Management
.................................................. www.blm.gov

Farm Service Agency
..........................................www.fsa.usda.gov

National Weather Service
......................... www.nimbo.wrh.noaa.gov

Organizations

Almond Board of California
....................................... www.almonds.com

California Assn. of Winegrape Growers
................................................ www.cawg.org

California Cattlemen’s Association
.................................www.calcattlemen.org

California Dairy Research Foundation
...................................................www.cdrf.org

California Poulty Federation
....................................................www.cpif.org

California Raisins
.........................................www.calraisins.org

California Rangeland Trust
.............................www.rangelandtrust.org

California Strawberries
..............www.californiastrawberries.com

Far West Equipment Dealers Association

............................................ www.fweda.com

Real Estate

Schuil & Associates
............................................. www.schuil.com

Valley Real Estate

........................................... www.valleyre.net

State Government

Department of Agriculture
................................................ www.usda.gov

Department of Conservation
....................................... www.consrv.ca.gov

Department of Food and Agriculture
............................................www.cdfa.ca.gov

Department of Pesticide Regulation
............................................www.cdpr.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources
.................................www.dwr.water.ca.gov

Universities

Berkeley Agriculture and Resource 
Dept................................... are.berkeley.edu

Davis Agriculture Department
...........................www.agecon.ucdavis.edu

Weather

The Weather Channel
..................................... https://weather.com
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USDA Invests $3 Million to Provide Risk
Management Training to Farmers, Ranchers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) announced up to $3 million is available for 
cooperative agreements to educate underserved, small-
scale and organic producers on risk management and 
climate-smart practices. RMA’s Risk Management Education 
Partnerships provide funding for organizations, such as non-
profits and land grant universities, to develop training and 
resources for producers about risk management options like 
crop insurance.

“This funding is integral to our outreach efforts in commu-
nities that historically have not had access to training about 
risk management options. Our Risk Management Education 
partnerships are part of USDA’s broader efforts to ensure eq-
uity and access to programs,” said RMA Administrator Marcia 
Bunger. “As a farmer, I know first-hand that agriculture is a 
risky business. We want to work with growers and livestock 
producers to provide them training and resources about risk 
management options and how to apply them to their farm-
ing businesses.”

In 2023, RMA helped provide the largest farm safety net 
in history, a record $207 billion in protection for American 
agriculture. At the same time, the agency continued to 
introduce new programs to better support a broader range 
of producers, including specialty crop, livestock, controlled 
environment and shellfish producers. Risk Management Edu-
cation partnerships are critical to making sure the farm safety 
net and new programs are effectively delivered to agricultural 
producers who need them.

This $3 million Risk Management Education investment 
builds on the $13 million that RMA has already provided in 
partnerships since 2021. Previous recipients, which include 
universities, county cooperative extension offices and non-
profit organizations, developed education tools that assist 
and train producers on how to effectively manage long-term 
risks and challenges in agriculture production.

Interested organizations may apply for funding by submit-
ting documentation required as part of the Notice of Funding 
Opportunity A broad range of risk management training 
activities are eligible for funding consideration, including 
training on crop insurance options, record keeping, financial 
management, non-insurance-based risk management tools, 
natural disaster preparedness and securing local food sys-
tems through risk management.

Interested entities should apply through grants.gov by 
March 4.

Assistance with Cooperative Agreement and Grant Appli-
cations

RMA offers a service that assists entities with completing 
applications for USDA funding opportunities.

This service provides applicants assistance with:
Formulating statements of work, performance work state-

ments and statements of objectives.
Completing cooperative agreement award and grant 

applications.
Project management for those applicants receiving a 

cooperative agreement award or grant so that recipients 
meet all the milestones and reporting obligations, abide by 
proper funds management and burn-rate, and demonstrate 
successful execution, monitoring and controlling, and project 
closeout.

This service is available to underserved communities, 
ag-related non-profits, Tribal colleges and universities, Tribal 
higher education programs, 1890 Land Grant Universities, 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, and Hispan-
ic-Serving Agricultural Colleges and Universities.

Interested parties should email rma.risk-ed@usda.gov for 
details.

More Information
Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through pri-

vate crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is 
available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA 
Agent Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the 
modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting 
your RMA Regional Office.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so 
many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris administration, 
USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater 
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, 
fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, 
healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers us-
ing climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in 
rural America, and committing to equity across the Depart-
ment by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce 
more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.
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Stop By and See Your Local
New Holland Dealer Today!

FAIRFIELD
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-425-9545
FRESNO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)

559-485-9090
KING CITY

COASTAL TRACTOR CO.
831-385-5401

MADERA
GARTON TRACTOR INC.
(Kuckenbecker Tractor)

559-674-2496
MERCED

N&S TRACTOR CO.
209-383-5888
MODESTO

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-538-0911
NEWMAN

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-862-3760

PASO ROBLES
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

805-239-5772
RIO VISTA

DOLK TRACTOR CO.
707-374-6438

SALINAS
COASTAL TRACTOR CO.

831-757-4101
SANTA ROSA

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
707-586-1790
STOCKTON

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-948-5401
STRATFORD

N&S TRACTOR CO.
559-947-3301

TULARE
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

559-686-0054
TURLOCK

GARTON TRACTOR INC.
209-632-3931

UKIAH
GARTON TRACTOR INC.

707-468-5880

Solutions for a changing world!

E.M. Tharp and World Ag Expo® 
“We Believe in Growing”

Scholarship Winners Announced

World Ag Expo® and E.M. Tharp, Inc. 
have teamed up again for the 17th an-
nual "We Believe in Growing" scholar-
ship, supporting area high school stu-
dents who will be attending four-year 
universities to major in an agricultural 
field. This year's winners, Kendra Ward 
of Hanford, CA and Reed DeBoer of 
Porterville, CA, will each receive $2,500 
scholarships to be renewed up to four 
years, totaling $10,000 per student.

“We are excited to partner with 
World Ag Expo once again for the 
scholarship program,” said Casey 
Tharp, Vice President of E.M. Tharp, Inc. 
“E.M. Tharp sees the potential growth 
in these students to become great 
leaders in the agriculture industry and 
we are honored to help them achieve 
their career goals.” The scholarship was 
established by E.M. Tharp in 2007 and 
has helped over 30 students gain an 
education focused in agriculture. 

Kendra Ward, a student at Im-
manuel High School, plans to study 
Agriculture 
Science and 
receive her 
teaching 
credential at 
Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo 
or Califor-
nia State 
University 
Fresno in 
the fall. Her 
long-term 
goal is to 
work as an Ag Teacher.

Agriculture is in Ward’s roots. As the 
7th generation of a California farming 
family, Ward knew from a young age 
she wanted a career in Agriculture. 
Her love for ag, communication, and 
teaching led her to pursue her future 
career in education. She has been an 
active 4-H, and FFA member and was a 
participant in the Tulare County Farm 
Bureau Youth Leadership program. 
She is also a student council member, 
has served on various mission trips to 
Thailand and the Dominican Republic 

and has been a full-time classical ballet 
student for 14 years.

“Through my efforts in 4-H, FFA, 
and working in ag in the summers, I 
have found I love learning about work-
ing outside with plants and animals”, 
stated Ward. “I hope to motivate the 
younger generation to want to pursue 
agriculture and help keep the agricul-
ture industry strong for generations to 
come.”

Reed DeBoer, a student at Monache 
High School, plans to major in Plant 
Science with a minor in Agribusiness 
at Califor-
nia State 
University, 
Fresno, and 
work as a 
Pest Control 
Advisor.

With a 
strong de-
sire to learn, 
DeBoer has 
obtained 
multiple jobs in the agriculture indus-
try preparing himself to be diverse and 
equipped for his future goals. He has 
worked as a mechanic at a trucking 
company, a guide for backcountry fish-
ing trips, and on a citrus farm where 
he learned about farm management. 
As an FFA member, he has been a part 
of his high school’s swine team for 
four years and is currently building a 
scraper and chicken coop to exhibit at 
this year’s fair.

“I have big goals in mind when it 
comes to my future in the agricultural 
industry,” stated DeBoer. “I believe I can 
have a great impact on our agriculture 
community.”

To be considered for the scholar-
ship, students from across the Central 
Valley submitted letters of recom-
mendation, high school transcripts, 
ACT or SAT scores, and must expect to 
graduate from high school during the 
2023-2024 school year. The winners 
were recognized at the World Ag Expo® 
Opening & Awards Ceremonies on 
Tuesday, February 13, 2024.



 MARCH 2024 | CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT MAGAZINE  31



CALIFORNIA FARM EQUIPMENT
MAGAZINE
PO BOX 1128
VISALIA, CA 93279-1128

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

GARDENA, CA
PERMIT NO. 40

Compressor-Welder-Generators
•	Industrial	grade	gas	or	diesel	engine
•	Industrial	grade	welder/generator
•	Heavy	duty	industrial	compressor	pump
•	Belt	guard	after	cooler
•	Battery	mounted	and	wired
•	Electric	start	engine
•	Vibration	pads
•	Stainless	steel	flex	lines
•	Automatic	tank	drain
•	Freight	pre-paid	in	lower	48	states	and	southern	Canada

JACOB “JAKE” DUNCAN
jduncan@precisionairsystems.com

TOM DUNCAN
tduncan@precisionairsystems.com661.631.2295    Toll Free 866.270.5520

SPRING DEALS!

Give us a call. We can help you find the equipment to meet your
needs, no matter how big, small, or rugged the job may be.

Rotary Screw
Compressor • Welder • Generator

Reciprocating
Compressor

Welder
Generator


