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may be little . .

in size, but it
is huge in fish,
wildlife and out-

door adventure.

TRYLA LAESON
Guest Writer
larson@Ilbknews.com

My husband and I were taking
our boat out the other day to do
some offshore fishing. When we
got to the boat dock, two manatees
were under our boat. We had to
wait for them to swim away before
we could lower the lift. It looked
like a mama and her baby. They
were absolutely precious. We see
manatee back in Harris Bayou by
our boat quite often.

Taking flight

Once we got under way into
Longboat Pass, on the North end of
the Island, we saw a stingray come
flying out of the water. It must have
come at least four feet out of the
water and soared a distance of at
least six to eight feet. It was a fairly
big Stingray. We came to the con-
clusion that something must have
been chasing it. We were just guess-
ing of course. This was the very
first time either of us had witnessed
something like this. The water was
like glass that day and very clear.

We made our way through the
pass and beyond the channel and
stopped the boat. We thought that
we might try to catch some baitfish
before continuing out to deeper
water. Before we knew it, a leopard
ray serenely swam under our boat.
It was about eight feet under us, but
we could see it clear as day. It was
huge, almost six feet across. It was
supremely beautiful.

Leaps of joy!

Once we had a few baitfish and
one very healthy-looking crab, we
started out again for deeper water.
On our way we came across a pod
of dolphins. We stopped the boat
and watched. They were about 30
yards off our starboard side.

It was already afternoon at this
point so we thought we best be on
our way. As soon as we started the
boat engine the dolphins headed
toward us. As we propelled forward
the dolphins gave chase. They were
really having some fun with us.
There were around four or five
of them total. They were keeping
stride with the boat and leaping out
of the water next to us. Then they

See Wildlife, page 14

six after a boat explosion near
Longboat Key, west of New Pass
bridge last week.

Multiple  agencies, includ-
ing the FWC, U.S. Coast Guard,
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office
and Fire Rescue and Sarasota Police
Department arrived at the scene.

Body camera footage from an
officer with the police department
shows him arriving at the area
where two men were seen in a body
of water next to other people on a
boat.

One of the people in the water
told the police officer that the other
man had back injuries due to the
explosion.

FWC said all six passengers
aboard the 24-foot-long Yellowfin
boat were accounted for and taken
to a nearby hospital. At this time,
authorities have not yet revealed the
condition of each person.

New College,
Classic Car
Museum

negotiating

eviction
The Sarasota Classic Car

Museum is still open and still on
Tamiami Trail despite New College
of Florida’s May order to vacate the
property by the end of June in a
push to build athletic facilities on
campus..

After taking leadership of New
College earlier this year as part
of a conservative transformation
of the school, Interim President
Richard Corcoran has asserted that
the introduction of an ambitious
athletics program would help drive
enrollment at New College.

Now, the college is looking to turn
the Sarasota Classic Car Museum
into an athletic facility. New leader-
ship at the school - appointed by
Gov. Ron DeSantis - terminated
the museum’s lease in May.

Program incentiviz-
ing residents to plant
mature trees resumes

City of Sarasota single fam-
ily homeowners have the chance
to purchase a mature tree for their
property at a significantly reduced
price through Phase 3 of the City’s
Mature Tree Program.

The City will fund up to $500
of the cost of purchasing and plant-
ing an approved mature tree when
a homeowner meets a $100 mini-
mum deposit requirement for the

See News, page 14
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Walter Group Real Estate - Michael Saunders' Top Team on Longboat Key 2020

Land of the Free Because of the Brave - God Bless America! Michael Saunders
WALT ROUP For all your Sarasota Island's Real Estate needs... & Company-
LUXURYEAL ESTATE Janet and Steve Walter 941.232.2000/941.809.0907 Sl e

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

CREATIVE KITCHENS</ BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST ON LONGBOAT KEY!

i
Now booking for Winter 2023

-, = > g *‘.’.-f:‘:‘:t

Bringing your vision to

- S

life. ..

94 1-925-37 23 Known for impeccable construction standards, build quality
and attention to detail, our team will bring your vision

Longboat Key Showroom to life from first conversation to job completion.

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armandes.

Full Kitchen & Home Remodeling
Custom Cabinetry & Closets | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com
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THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

LIDO KEY - 159 TAFT DR., #206 $2,699,000
Just listed- This coastal contemporary home offers attractive one-level-
living, an abundance of natural sunlight and boasts a full array of developer

upgrades. Desirable end unit with 3 BR/ 3 BA. Only 18 unique owners,
perfectly situated between Sarasota Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.

LIDO SHORES . 1212 CENTER PLACE $6,649,000
Currently under construction and ready by end of the year! Spectacular
location, steps to your own private, sandy beach on Gulf of Mexico. Home
includes a breathtaking SKY TERRACE offering additional 1500 sq ft of walk-
able terrace area with 360 degree panoramic views of Sarasota's magnificent
city and water views. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, bright,
and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great room.
Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai. The residence
boasts 4,750 sq. ft. of air-conditioned space.

° e e e
BIRD KEY - 217 BIRD KEY DRIVE $1,765,00
An ideal Bird Key lifestyle awaits at this updated, contemporary garden
home. Renovated by Ampersana Construction in 2014, with designs by Sawa
Design Studio, the 3BR layout encompasses nearly 2,500 SF of living space
Sleek, modern finishes throughout, and private backyard w/ heated pool.

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan

~ REALTOR - 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST

941-928-2922

NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION $8,299,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac

steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,000 AC/SF, with an open concept floor
plan, highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be
impressed. Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY - 6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find. Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF,
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout.
Architect designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

——

SEAWARD HOMES

SIESTA KEY - HIGEL AVE. $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf

front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023

WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

PATRICK DIPINTO

PREMIUM CUSTOM WEST OF TRAIL &
HOME BUILDER BARRIER ISLANDS

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM | 941.388.2021
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Canal navigability

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Just to follow up with you on the subject of canal navigability, staff is working over the sum-
mer with our consultant to develop an ordinance that will be presented first to Planning and
Zoning in the Fall and then to the Board for final consideration.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Restoration projects and vinyl seawalls

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission

At our TAC meeting today, we had two main topics to go over. The first one related to
the ongoing and planned habitat restoration and stormwater retrofit projects that we plan on
implementing with funds allocated to the SBEP via the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL).
As we've pointed out before, our intent was to not use those funds to hire staff, or to fund
studies (we've been an NEP for 30 years — we kind of know most of what we need to do now)
but instead to use those BIL funds for “shovel ready” projects. Over the past 2 Y2 years, Jay
and our consultants have worked to get us through the design and permitting stages for our
first three priority projects: 1) FISH Preserve Phase IV, 2) GT Bray Park, and 3) reviving the
artificial reef program.

For those of you who attended the last Policy Board meeting, you'll know that EPA staff
from both Region 4 (Atlanta) and Headquarters (Washington, DC) were taken on a tour of
the FISH Preserve project site, where that project is already well underway. That is the very

A @nyg oat /(e% &u/fwﬁ/m@z%

ON A BOAT, AT THE BEACH OR BY THE POOL
HARRY'S GOURMET DELI & BAKERY HAS THE CUISINE TO MATCH THE VIEW!

i i o 20% off wine every day! (Three bottle minimum)
Deli Summer Specials . Buy two entrees, get a free dessert!
e Buy two soups, get one free!

Restaurant Summer Specials
» Mixed Up Monday’s Half Price Cocktails
 Steak & Frites Tuesday and Thursday Nights $34.95

* Wine Down Wednesdays 25% Off All Bottles of Wine
» Four Course Summer Dinner Prix Fixe $49/person

runch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
Kitchen.com ¢« 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive * 941-383-0777

gollow the locals Lo ud..
indide, oulside or curbiide

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

- Salads * Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!
- Entrées Starting at $17
* Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:00 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440

definition of having projects “shovel ready.” As you might imagine, potential restoration sites
are located all across our watershed, but having them ready to go for the next three fiscal years
means we need three things: 1) clear ownership by a local, regional or state agency or similar, 2)
the approval of these landowners to be the applicants for the required permits for such projects,
and 3) a commitment from the landowners to maintain these projects for some length of time.
To ensure that we are going to be able to have projects that meet these requirements, we worked
with our local partners to come up with a list of projects that could be grouped into categories
that were spread geographically, and that also would fit within the budget amounts expected
over the period of FY24 to FY26.

The table at the bottom of this email lists the potential projects, the estimated costs of such
projects, and the timeline for moving forward with them. As you might guess, not everyone
gets everything theyd want here, and some projects have more (or less) support than others.
Buct since our local governments are paying the VAST majority of funds required for upgrading
wastewater and stormwater infrastructure, they — not the TAC, not the CAC, and not EPA,
get to come up with the preliminary project list. Can the TAC and CAC express concerns?
Absolutely! But if you dont own the land, and if you can’t sign a permit application, then you
may have an idea that actually can’t become a project. And — as long as 'm the Director — the
SBEP will continue to be biased towards action. GT Bray was first identified as the number
one priority restoration project more than 5 years ago, but only now is going to be constructed.
The proposed project at MLK Park was identified as a project more than a decade ago, but
only now have we got folks on board to get us the design and permits for this important
project. We've got plenty of input on projects already folks, what we need is more action, not
more reports and plans. Can some of these projects be modified as we move forward? Sure,
if changes make sense.

The second topic involved the issue of vinyl seawalls. The attached video was shot as Tom
Kane (our intern) and myself cruised along a canal in the southern part of our bay. As you can
see, there is a distinct difference between the amount of oysters that are attached to concrete
seawalls, vs. the vinyl seawall. Tom, myself and Megan visited 32 seawalls, grouped into 16
concrete and 16 vinyl/plastic ones. All 16 concrete seawalls supported oysters — sometimes at
fairly substantial amounts. Of the 16 vinyl seawalls, only 6 had any level of oysters, and usually
these were so far reduced as to be easy to miss. Based on the statistical tests we did, there is a
highly significant difference between the amount of oysters found on concrete vs. vinyl seawalls.

Why is this a problem? Because oysters are an important habitat for fish and crabs and
other marine life, and the oysters themselves filter water in these canals and help to reduce the
amount of algae in the water. The recent trend seems to be that of replacing oyster-supporting
concrete seawalls with vinyl seawalls that appear to not be able to support anything close to the
same amount of oysters. This means that at the same time that we are spending hundreds of

See Letters, page 6

GULF VIEWS LUXURY PENTHOUSE

2109 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #1203
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FURNISHED
$1,300,000

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA | 1,358 SF | UPDATED
$1,599,900

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
4ABR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF | 24’ DOCK
$3,475,000

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL
3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$995,000

GULF FRONT LOT
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW SOLD - $3,995,000

Dennis Girard, Realtor

941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier S_(_Jfl_lt‘}-

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110 e Sarasota, FL 34236
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YOUR

LUXURY PROPER

$5,495,000

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy
Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW.

5910 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY

Under Construction. This spectacular,4,210 sq. ft., newly built 4BR/4.5BA, coastal contemporary waterfront home provides easy
access to the Intracoastal Waterway, Sarasota Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a three-quarter acre lot with 133 feet of front-
age on a 125-foot-wide canal.

s 2 X -~ #
9.&5 azﬁ‘]:lbibt
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #601 | LONGBOAT KEY
Stunning views of the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay in this
6th-floor condominium in Promenade. The desirable end unit

features 2 bedrooms plus a den, all with full baths, abundant
floor-to-ceiling windows and glass sliders to 2 balconies.

793 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY | LONGBOAT KEY
Two-story custom-built, canal-front 4BR/3BA featuring a
private rooftop deck. Spacious open floorplan with 22’ soaring
ceilings. French doors lead to an expansive back porch and
screened patio with a pool and spa.

830 TARAWITT DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 built home. Living area and kitchen open to the patio and contem-
porary pool. The privacy of the second level offers two guest bedrooms with full bath, plus an extra lounge.

TY SPECIALISTS

waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICEMSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME

524 HALYARD LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
Country Club Shores - WATERFRONT 100 ft. x 100 ft. buildable lot.
Includes 2BR/2BA/1,668 SF home. Perfect location for new construction on 80 ft.
wide deep water canal. Close access to Country Club Shores’ beach access and the
Longboat Key Club. Less than three miles to Saint Armand’s Circle. Highly desirable
location on north side of 80 ft. canal for southern exposure on pool and outdoor
entertaining space. Seller commissioned design of 4,344 SF contemporary home
and considers property as lot value. Plans available. Renderings reflect one pos-
sible build option; new home not included in the listing.

Front view
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millions of dollars on wastewater upgrades and stormwater retrofits, we are actively working
against making progress on our water quality by reducing the spatial extent of one of the few
oyster habitats we have in many parts of the bay.

So what do we do about this? First off, we need to find out why these differences exist, so
that we can come up with strategies to address this problem. The lack of oysters could be due
to the vinyl being too hard/smooth, etc. for oysters to attach. In that case, maybe manufactur-
ers could do something to better allow oysters to attach by “roughening them” in some manner.
Or it could be that oysters don’t grow very well because there are additives to the vinyl (such as
titanium dioxide) that are meant to protect the plastic from UV light that are also toxic to oys-
ters. In that case, perhaps there is a different type of UV protection that would be less harmful?

Or...it could be that the “mangrove panels” that are being tested out along a stretch of vinyl
seawall along Longboat Key’s Bayfront Park could be promoted?

Related to this, perhaps you've read about concerns with the findings of many researchers,
who are finding plastic contamination throughout our environment. Researchers at Mote have
found plastics within dolphins studied in Sarasota Bay. It is postulated that the plastics in these
dolphins came from the fish they eat. The same fish many of us eat. Vinyl seawalls are popular
in part because they last a long time, and because they cost a lot less than concrete seawalls.
But there is a cost associated with these seawalls that might need to be considered — fewer filter
feeders in the bay, and another source of plastic pollution as well.

We are way early on this topic, and we do not know all that we need to know. But the TAC
members today shared the concern that we have, and we would be remiss if we did not mention
this as a relevant topic to raise with policy makers and regulators — as well as the general public.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

FDOT Meeting Summary

To: Longboat Key Commission

Please find attached a summary from Isaac of the meeting with Town staff and FDOT
regarding Broadway Roundabout and GMD Complete Streets. Overall, the meeting was
constructive as we work together to move these projects forward. I plan to discuss it briefly at
the conclusion of Friday’s regular Board meeting.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Street cut on Ketch Lane

To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman

Isaac the cut has settled and is quite deep at the referenced repair job the crew did a few
weeks ago.

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Street cut on Ketch Lane

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thank you Commissioner Coffin, I will forward to our team.

Isaac Brownman
Public Works Director
Town of Longboat Key

June 30 Regular Meeting Agenda

To: Longboat Key Commission

The agenda and items for the 6-30-23 Regular Meeting are now available on your
Commission iPads. Due to the employee recognition event tomorrow, the material is being
sent out early.

Savannah Cobb

Deputy Town Clerk

Town of Longboat Key

June 30 Regular Meeting Agenda

To: Longboat Key Deputy Clerk Savannah Cobb

Do we have any physical plans and spec sheets for the AT&T submittal, products, details
of the equipment?

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Longboat Key

June 30 Regular Meeting Agenda

To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle

No, not at this time. The products descriptions and equipment specs will be submitted to
the Town after the lease is signed and once AT&T is ready to move forward with their imple-
mentation plan. We do not have an ETA for that yet. As part of their administrative approval
process during permitting, they will need to submit a site development plan exemption and
building permit, along with the lease exhibits, all of which will include equipment information
and specs.

Isaac Brownman

Public Works Director

Town of Longboat Key

Code Enforcement Activities

To: Longboat Key Commission

Quick follow-up on two code enforcement activities:

Placement of two piles of riprap (rocks) placed at the south end of Jewfish Key. Per consulta-
tion with FDEP, authorization had been provided by FDEP for construction of a revetment
seawall, including temporary storage of the riprap landward of the mean high water (MHW)
line. Riprap has been placed landward of the MHW. A permit will be required from the Town
for the actual construction of the revetment seawall. This hasn’t been applied for yet.

Construction silt fencing violations at two properties in the Preserve Subdivision (S.
Longboat Dr. & Hibiscus Way). Stop Work Orders & Citations were issued for National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) (i.e., silt into stormwater system) viola-
tions. Conditions have now been corrected.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 7

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 Colle

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondse S | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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Code Enforcement Activities

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

I noticed and meant to reach out. One thing I did see is that the silt fence on one property
doesn’t extend to the driveway so won't be totally effective. Thanks again for helping to see this
through. Unfortunately, it requires a stop work order to get these builders attention.

Rusty Chinnis

Longboat Key

Code Enforcement Activities

To: Longboat Key Commission

Quick follow-up on two code enforcement activities:

Placement of two piles of riprap (rocks) placed at the south end of Jewfish Key. Per consulta-
tion with FDEP, authorization had been provided by FDEP for construction of a revetment
seawall, including temporary storage of the riprap landward of the mean high water (MHW)
line. Riprap has been placed landward of the MHW. A permit will be required from the Town
for the actual construction of the revetment seawall. This hasn’t been applied for yet.

Construction silt fencing violations at two properties in the Preserve Subdivision (S.
Longboat Dr. & Hibiscus Way). Stop Work Orders & Citations were issued for National
Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) (i.e., silt into stormwater system) viola-
tions. Conditions have now been corrected.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis Parking Garage

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

I wish to give you and all the commissioners a big thank you for voting against the St. Regis
parking garage. It did my heart a lot of good to see the commission listen to community opin-
ion and be influenced by it.

I just read that Governor DeSantis approved HB 947, the bill to authorize the garage at
Manatee Beach, which I see as not listening to his constituents. So, it makes me that much
more grateful to live in a town with responsive government!

Claire Hatch

Longboat Key

Conference Call

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debbie Murphy

Hope you are doing well. Blythe and I have reviewed the presentation from the May 15th
Budget Meeting. We have some questions on the funding for the Buttonwood/Sleepy Lagoon
Project. We would like to set up a conference call with you before Friday’s Town Meeting on
finalization of the Town Budget. Please let us know when you are available,

June McGroary

Blythe Jeffers

Cindy Anderson

SLHA Drainage Committee

Conference Call

To: June McGroary

I am on my way to the Town Manager for my Commission briefing. Iwill inquire about the
funding for the stormwater/drainage improvements for Buttonwood/Sleepy Lagoon.

I am available after 3 pm today, tomorrow or Wednesday. Let me know your preference and
who will be initiating the call.

Debbie Murphy

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Conference Call

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Deborah Murphy
Can we do tomorrow morning around at 10:30 a.m.? s this time good for you? I will confer-

PAYNE PARK TENNIS CENTER

e Twelve Har Tru Hydrogrid tennis courts
e Locker rooms/with showers

e All courts lighted for evening play

e Certified teaching Pros USPTA/USPTR

e Hitting wall

e Lessons and Clinics

e Leagues and Round Robins

e Tournaments

e Ball machine for rent

e Walk on or reserved play

MON - THUR : 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI 6:00 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT -SUN: 7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, JUNIOR
AFTER 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL

2050 ADAMS LANE | DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
941.263.6641

ence call you with Blythe Jeffers. Thank you.
June McGroary
Longboat Key

Conference Call
To: June McGroary
I am not available in the morning. Can we try to line something up after 3 p.m. tomorrow?
Debbie Murphy
Commissioner
Longboat Key

Conference Call

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debbie Murphy

Tomorrow afternoon, Blythe is not available. How about Wednesday at 3 p.m. Will call
you on your cell and bridge you with Blythe Jeffers and I. Thank you for making time for us.

June McGroary

Longboat Key

Conference Call

To: June McGroary

June - Wednesday afternoon is fine. I have a meeting in Bradenton which I expect to con-
clude by 2:30 p.m. To be on the safe side, can we schedule the call for 3:30 p.m.?

Debbie Murphy

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Things

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Howard I saw your picture in the newspaper taking the big wet drop for the team, great job
real sorry I wasn't there to get wet with you. On another note, did you see the roundabout on
Siesta Key in the Sarasota Herald Tribune today?

Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Things
I was shocked to see that FDOT would even entertain something such as that!
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Longboat Key

Things

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin

It was a refreshing plunge on an otherwise hot day! We'll get you in there next year.

I did see the article and have forwarded to Isaac to see if we can learn from Sarasota’s experi-
ence installing low cost roundabouts. Thanks for the heads up on the article.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Tree “FLAP”

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Harbour Oaks BOD:

We are presenting this for the upcoming HOA meeting on Monday June26th, attached to
this message you will find the following:

Numerous Maintenance request to AMI for tree trimming

Certified Arborist Tree Risk Assessment Report

Florida Statute 163.045

Florida HB 1555

Copies of emails regarding tree

To: Longboat Key Commission

It has come to our attention that maybe not all board members agree with the decision to
remove a tree that was at risk of damaging owners” property at 2371 & 2373 Harbour Oaks
along with potential financial liability to the HOA.

See Letters, page 8

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Growing in Jesus’ Name

A\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Men'’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. - 941.383.8833 (office) « www.christchurchoflbk.org
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Letters, from page 7

As you can see, we have made several requests over the years to trim the tree and keep it at
bay from damaging the screened lanais and pools, costing the HOA several hundred dollars
each time the tree was trimmed, yet not really addressing the problem. The past couple of
“close call” storms, Irma & Ian both took a substantial toll on the tree causing large branches to
break off and fortunately missing from damaging any personal property, however for these rea-
sons we felt it necessary to take further action. After conversations with board members, along
with HOA and personal insurance representatives we took our conversation on May 15, 2023,
to City Hall looking for a permit to remove the tree in question and we were greeted by Tate
Taylor of the Planning & Zoning department and upon his review of the situation he simply
said, “remove the tree, it is encroaching on personal property and no permit is required”. We
then left the office, contacted Brightview Tree Care who sent a representative out the same day
to give their assessment (see attached) and then 3 days later had the tree removed for roughly
the same cost the HOA was paying to trim the tree, additionally, by removing said tree any
future trimming expenses and highly possible insurance claims which I am sure given the pre-
carious condition and the direction in which the tree was leaning was sure to happen, and all
have been 100% mitigated with no cost to the HOA or neighboring owner.

Now, we agree that we may have not followed exacting proper protocol and we apologize for
any inconveniences that we may have caused, but in as much the tree had risk to the properties
and no one ever said NOT to remove the tree and with the current year storm season on our
heels, action was required. So again, we apologize for acting but at the end of the day after
reviewing the assessment report, various photos and given our current HOA financial status,
we are certain that the same fiscally responsible conclusion would have been reached.

Tom & Michel Heutel

Longboat Key

Call from Kevin Van Ostenbridg

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Kevin called at about 5 p.m. with three pieces of news: 1. Manatee Avenue bridge to Anna
Maria will need to close one of its two lanes for several weeks due to the collapsed water main
that had been suspended from the bridge. Normally one lane in each direction, it remains
to be determined whether the bridge will shift direction mid-day or be one way only for the
duration of the closure. 2. The Governor signed the Holmes Beach parking garage bill today,
so that will happen. 3. KVO has reached agreement with the School Board to move forward
with the Whitney Plaza lease. While still subject to completion of an interlocal agreement
between them, the plan is for the County to pay for the build out and the lease payments while

the School Board will operate the property. He expects the matter to be on the agenda for the
County’s July 25 BOCC meeting (hopefully on the Consent Agenda), which we should plan
to attend. He obviously buried the lead.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Longboat Key

Capital Projects

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown, Deputy City Manager Pat Robinson

I hope your day is going well. Please see the below email. I asked Sue to ensure our team
directs the Commissioners to Sue/Mark or Carly to answer questions pertaining to capital proj-
ects for PPTC. Our front desk team can answer questions pertaining to memberships (pass-
holders), programming etc. Our front desk team also understands that Parks and Recreation
is currently looking into replacing the fencing. They are not as familiar with the details as Sue/
Mark and Carly. Sue/Mark and Carly are aware that you have directed Parks and Recreation to
develop a plan to replace the fencing at PPTC. Parks and Recreation is currently working on a
plan. I will present this to you once we receive a proposal from the City’s continuing services
contractor. This is a high priority, and we are working diligently to get this done.

Jerry Fogle

Parks and Recreation Director

City of Sarasota

Capital Projects

To: Sarasota City Recreation Programs Manager Mark Hamilton

He went over to hit on the wall. Then he came in and said, “I see there are a few fences that
need repair.” So I took him on a tour of all the fences. By the time he finished He was saying
“We are Sarasota We need to do so much better. And the budget is coming up we need a ton
of money here to fix these fences” and he was taking pictures of courts 10, 11, and 12 .

Adam Szejbut

Recreational Specialist

City of Sarasota

Capital Projects

To: Sarasota City Parks and Recreation Director Jerry Fogle

See Letters, page 11

THE TEAM TO HELP YOU
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LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY
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Architecture

Sleepy Lagoon
648 Bayview Drive

B Longboat Key, FL 34228

Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,99 4sq. ft.) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location
offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the Intracoastal Waterway. The perfect blend of protected calm waters of the estuary, yet just over a mile from Longboat Pass to the Gulf
of Mexico and beyond. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot is a 3-bedroom, 4,157-sq. ft. residence, which could be renovated or removed, creating a build site for an incredible custom home.
Offered for sale by Steve and Janet Walter, Realtors, with Michael Saunders & Company, Sarasota, FL, for $5,495,000.

JEFF RHINELANDER

941-685-3590 o Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO

941-893-7203 e courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

@ CB:EIIJEEJRELL 443F John Ringling Blvd. | Sarasota, FL 34236
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BURNS COURT
505 S. ORANGE AVE., #401
ACTIVE LISTING $2,215,000

410 MEADOWLARK DRIVE
PENDING $3,795,000

WATER CLUB
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #808
ACTIVE LISTING $3,395,000

BIRD KEY
526 BIRD KEY DRIVE
SOLD $2,225,000

LAKEWOOD RANCH
5527 PALMER CIRCLE, #206
ACTIVE LISTING $485,000

BIRD KEY
449 E ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE
SOLD $5,600,000

Send us your reaction: letters @lbknews.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

June 23

Trespass

4:20 p.m.

Officer Martinez while on patrol southbound on
Gulf of Mexico Drive observed two men and a woman
fishing on the golf course. Officer Martinez initiated
his emergency lights and approached the three individ-
uals and conducted an interview. The three stated they
were fishing in the pond at the golf course and Officer
Martinez then advised them that the golf course and
the ponds are private property with a posted ‘No
Fishing, Private Property’” located throughout the area.
Officer Martinez asked the three individuals to cease
any further fishing activity and leave the area, to which
they all complied. A verbal warning was given to the
individuals. Case clear.

Boat

6:00 p.m.

While on marine patrol, Officer Connors was dispatched to the area of Greer Island for a
report of two personal watercrafts operating in close proximity to shore and anchored in the
swim zone. The reporting party advised that she was concerned due to the swimmers in the
area. Upon arrival, Officer Connors located two personal watercrafts anchored with no viola-
tions observed. Officer Connors spoke to the caller, advised that no violations were observed,
that they were anchored property and that Longboat Key does not have designated swim zones.
Case clear.

Agency Assistance

7:20 p.m.

Officer Connors while on marine patrol, a Mayday was reported for a report of a boat explo-
sion, with six people in the water, west of New Pass in the area of North Lido Beach. Upon
arrival, with the assistance of numerous good Samaritans, the six occupants were pulled from
the water and immediately transported to the Salty Dog Restaurant on City Island where they
were off loaded and received attention for unknown injuries. Officer Connors assisted Sarasota
Police Department Marine with the extensive debris field and stood by the boat until a com-
mercial salvage removed it as the vessel was a hazard to navigation. Case clear.

June 25

Boat

12:22 p.m.

Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of the 4100 block of Gulf of Mexico
Drive, and observed a vessel partially submerged resting on the bottom tied to the dock. Water
had filled the cabin to the portholes which were missing and exposed to the elements. No
fluids, hazards, or debris were visible. Two days prior, Officer Connors was dispatched to the
same vessel in regard to the vessel listing to port. The owner notified Officer Connors that
the vessel was dewatered and had an issue with the bilge pumps. After numerous attempts to
contact the owner via cell phone, a message was left to contact the Longboat Police Marine
Officer in regards to the current status of the vessel. A few hours had passed and the owner
advised that he was unable to de-water the vessel due to the tide, and would attempt tomorrow.

Due to numerous issues with said vessel, meeting the
criteria for vessel at risk, the owner will be issued a
citation. Case clear.

Animal complaint

1:43 p-m.

Officer Martinez arrived at Hideaway Bay Drive in
regards to an animal complaint. Upon arrival, Officer
Martinez made contact with the complainant stated
that there is an Osprey that appeared to be injured
on her dock located at the property stated. Officer
Martinez observed the Osprey with what appeared to
be an injury to its right leg. Officer Martinez advised
the complainant that he would contact Save Our Sea
Birds. While on scene, the reported bird flew away
heading southbound on Miller Bay. Case clear.

Citizen dispute

3:03 p.m.

Officer Montfort responded to the 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive when she was
flagged down by a pedestrian. Officer Montfort made contact with the pedestrian who

appeared to be in a state of distress. The woman stated she was travelling northbound on Gulf
of Mexico Drive in her personal vehicle and was being followed by an unknown man riding
a motorcycle. The woman then stated, “I pulled into a parking lot and the buy on the bike
followed me into the parking lot.” The woman then said, “he pulled up beside my passenger
window and yelled why did you do that, you bitch?!” The woman then stated the unknown
man left the scene at an unknown direction. The woman said the unknown male driver was
wearing a black shirt, black pants and a black helmet riding a blue motorcycle. The woman
did not report any injuries and advised no damage was made to her vehicle. Officer Montfort
advised the woman he would file a police report in regards to the incident. No further iden-
tifying information regarding the unknown driver and motorcycle was received. Case clear.

Citizen dispute

4:24 p.m.

Officer Montfort was dispatched to the 3600 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of
an illegally parked vehicle on private property. While en route to the location, communica-
tions advised a disturbance was now occurring requesting law enforcement to expedite. Officer
Montfort arrived on scene within a short time and observed two women yelling at each other.
Officer Montfort separated the women and began to speak with them. One woman stated
that the other woman was illegally parked on private property. Officer Montfort did observe
a vehicle parked on private property. The woman further stated that when she confronted the
woman she began to get argumentative and stated that she had parked in the same location
only a few weeks ago. Officer Montfort then spoke with the second woman who stated that
she was at the beach with her daughter and upon returning to the car, was confronted by the
first woman. The second woman said she had parked previously at the location and began to
show her cell phone with a drop pin with a location. Officer Montfort pointed out that she was
100 yards north of that dropped pin location. The woman apologized for parking in a private
location. The woman was sent on her way without any further incident. Case clear.

June 28

Alcohol offense

2:27 p.m.

Officer Ferrigine while on patrol observed two men on the beach near the 3400 block of
Gulf of Mexico Drive with open alcoholic containers. Officer Ferrigine made contact with
the parties and advised them there was no alcoholic beverages on the beach. Officer Ferrigine
asked the men for their identification at which time they produced their West Virginia driver’s
licenses. The two were advised they had to dispose of their twisted tea cans and were both
issued a civil citation.

June 29

Traffic hazard

6:00 a.m.

Officer Connors was dispatched to the 2500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of
a semi-truck pulled off with the hazards on. Upon arrival, it was determined the driver was
awaiting a delivery and left the area shortly after arrival. Case clear.

June 30

Noise complaint

1:46 a.m.

Officer Tillman responded to Broadway for a reported noise complaint. Upon arrival,
Officer Tillman spoke with the moving company who advised they were fishing up the move
at the location. The owners advised they would keep the noise to a minimum during the final
process. Case clear.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Letters, from page 7

Thanks for sharing. I have included the Mayor to ensure he’s aware to get with us (manage-
ment/administration) in the future so that he can be better briefed on the status of any issue
than relying on non management staff. That way he will know the true status of any plans in
the works with regard to any issue. Thanks again Jerry. Christina, please have the Mayor briefed
by Jerry on the status of the fencing at PPT. Thank you.

Mark Hamilton

Recreation Programs Manager, Parks and Recreation Department

City of Sarasota

Parking in Burns Court vicinity

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Debbie Trice

Staff copied will look into the ownership. It may belong to Williams Parker but we will verify
and share with you.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Parking in Burns Court vicinity

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Driving down Orange, I noticed an office parking lot at 243 S Orange (just north of Center
for Architecture). Wondered whether Burns Court Cinema and other evening/weekend venues
could make a deal with business owner for off hours usage. (Trying to identify “underutilized”
parking locations where shared usage may be possible.)

Debbie Trice

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

“Missing” Advisory Board application

To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs

Reading the text of Jeremy Gilberts application for membership on the Citizen Advisory
Council to the MPO, he says “It would be my honor to serve on any of these boards, but
especially the Ad Hoc Van Wezel Blue Ribbon (AKA Purple Ribbon Committee).”

I don’t see his name on the list of VW Blue Ribbon Committee applicants. 'm bringing
this to your attention just in case Mr. Gilbert is under the impression that he has applied for a

position (Not sure what other Boards he may have applied for).
Debbie Trice

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

“Missing” Advisory Board application

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Debbie Trice

We received an email from him asking to have his application be withdrawn from that board.
Thank you.

Shayla Griggs

City Clerk

City of Sarasota

“Missing” Advisory Board application
To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs
Never mind, I see that I have interviewed him for Blue Ribbon.
Debbie Trice
City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Spoonbridge sculpture in Minneapolis

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Here’s a photo of the famous Spoonbridge in the Minneapolis Sculpture Park that I men-
tioned to you. A little whimsey can grow on the viewer (Although I wonder whether wed light
the golden rays of “It’s Always Sunny” during a major windstorm).

Debbie Trice

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Bobby Jones Golf Course

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I recently watched the City Commission meeting from 5/15/23. I'm an avid golfer that
lives in the City of Sarasota. As you know, the County at large has experienced rapid growth
of planned communities that house their own golf course and amenities. That has been the
model, yet most of these are private and out East. Options are slim for the public.

So, having a city municipal golf course restored is an exciting development for this area.
Secondly, the proposed club house presented at the meeting was inspired. I understand it is
an expensive undertaking and that the city is still in the early stages of determining feasibility.

A couple of comments and suggestions for your consideration:

I was dismayed that Mr. Arroyo thought the one club house rendering called the “Topgolf”
option by the presenters was actually a proposal for a Topgolf. We are multiple years into the

See Letters, page 12

WELCOME TO LONGBOAT KEY CLUB.

* GOLF on 45 championship holes

* WINE & DINE in five unique venues
* SAIL from our full service marina

* SUN on our private beach

R & S

-

- ~— .~

* SAVOR magnificent sunsets

LONGBOAT
KEY CLUB

REDEFINING THE
CLUB LIFESTYLE

Be a part of the most coveted membership club in southwest Florida!

* REJUVENATE at our spa & wellness center
* PLAY on 24 tennis & 4 pickleball courts
* DELIGHT in exclusive member events & activities

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

Call us today to arrange a private tour. 941.387.1661 or email Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.
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Letters, from page 11
restoration of this property, yet this council person did not seem to know the project scope or
details.

The City Commission should not entertain the idea that the club house could be a banquet
space to generate revenue. I do not believe there is market demand for that, and it is a reach
to think the community will see Bobby Jones as a facility for such. You have to find ways to
make revenue from patrons who visit the site for recreation first and not think the club house
itself will become a dining destination.

Golfers and citizens who visit the park for recreation are going to generate the bulk of
the food/drink revenue. I've played golf at many of the private golf clubs in this area (e.g,
Prestancia, The Founders) and will grab food or a beer after a round of golf at the bar or deck
area. However, the “restaurant side” of these club houses for members are often sterile and
uninviting. So, it is doubtful the Bobby Jones Club House will be viewed as a destination to
dine out by those not using the golf course or park.

Revenue Generating Ideas

I don’t know the inner workings of the public-private partnership at play, or how the private
management company is going to try to generate revenue. But since the commission meeting
spent a great deal on talking about finding revenue opportunities, here are a few suggestions:

Membership. I think there is potential for a public membership where an annual fee offers
perks such as: Ability to schedule tee times 5 days in advance if you are a member, whereas the
general public has two days. This membership could also grant access to the practice facilities
(more on that below)

Tiered pricing. City vs County vs Non-Residents. I think there is an opportunity to have
Non-Residents subsidize some of the costs. If City residents get a discount, that would also
increase the likelihood they would become members above

Monthly subscription for the golf range. When I first heard Bobby Jones was to be restored,
my first hope was that a revamped practice range would include two sides. One side for the
public. Another for members. The public would pay for buckets, the members “all you could
hit” for a monthly charge. If I want to practice today, I have to drive to Esplanade Azario and
pay $25. I can hit as many balls as I would like, chip, putt, etc. but I have to drive 30 minutes.
That stinks and is an obstacle. With Bobby Jones 5-10 minutes away, I could see myself prac-
ticing more and paying a monthly fee for the privilege. I can tell you that the average driving
range session is 1-2 hours with some chipping and putting. Most city golfers might find the
time to do that twice a month. If I'm willing to pay $25 for a single day, what would I be
willing to pay for monthly access? I pay $45 now for gym a membership. Ideally, the practice
range will have grass and not mats.

Food / Drink Cart at the range. Make it easy for people to purchase refreshments before the
round, at the turn or even if they are just practicing. Make it easy for people to part with their
cash by delivering them a frictionless experience that has value. Golfers don’t always want to
trudge into the club house to get food and drink.

Cart refreshments. Have a cart person driving the course that accepts credit card payments.
Have coolers on the cart that allow patrons to purchase refreshments before the round and
place them in the cart. Do not allow people to bring their own food and drink onto the golf
course.

Ahearn-Koch was correct when she stated that golfers value a good golf course over a club
house. Bobby Jones was a waterlogged mess towards the end, and it was disappointing to see
it deteriorate towards the end.

I recently played the public Fort Myers Country Club. At the turn, I was able to just grab
a couple hot dogs for $10 and keep on moving. When I left 18, the club house was alive with
people eating and drinking and socializing. It can be done. It just needs to be as frictionless as
possible and a great experience. 'm looking forward to it!

Jason Broom

Sarasota

Bobby Jones Golf Course

To: Jason Broom

Thank you for sharing. I have shared your comments and suggestions with the City
Commission and relative staff. All the best.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Bobby Jones Golf Course

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Debbie Trice

We had two Bobby Jones advisory boards in the past; a Bobby Jones Advisory Board and
then with the decision to rehab the course a Bobby Jones Ad hoc Committee. The advisory
board was disbanded by a previous Commission and the ad hoc has sunset. The responsibility
for Bobby Jones now sits with the Parks Recreation and Environmental Protection (PREP)

SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast » Easy * Safe

We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CASH
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle

Reviews

Advisory Board. They have done a great job with both Bobby Jones and with the Nature Park.
With Bobby Jones scheduled to open by late fall or early winter I would not recommend hav-
ing a term limited ad hoc committee because by the time you schedule a discussion about it
with the City Commission (how many, qualifications, responsibilities, etc.), seek applicants
and then appoint the course would be open or very near opening. I will make sure that the
ideas from Mr. Broom are shared by staff with the PREP for consideration. Thank you.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Bobby Jones Golf Course

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I think this citizen offers some very good ideas. Do we have an Advisory Board specifically
earmarked for Bobby Jones? Perhaps this would be useful as a limited term Ad Hoc committee
as Bobby Jones comes online.

Debbie Trice

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Planning Department Update

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

Here is the summary for this week:

e Attainable Housing- The Rhodes Avenue and 41st Street Habitat for Humanity residence
projects are scheduled for the CC Meeting on 7/17/23.

* Bay Runner Trolley- Ridership numbers continue to be strong and exceed last year’s num-
bers for March, April and May.

* BID Appointments- No action will take place until the BID renewal is approved.

* Census Challenge- The City’s Census Challenge has been submitted, and we are awaiting
the Census Bureau’s response.

* District 3 Public Art- Discussed with County and County art representatives the process
and next steps for moving this project forward.

e Fruitville Roundabout Public Art- The Public Art Committee’s final recommended selec-
tion from the three finalists was decided at the PAC Meeting on 5/3/23. The PAC is recom-
mending approval of the piece called “Sun Always Shines”. This will be presented to the CC
later this year.

* Hammock Place- Attended ribbon cutting for Habitat for Humanity’s new home in
Hammock Place. It was well attended and a very successful project.

* Legacy Business Recognition Program- This is projected to be presented at the CC Meeting
on 8/21/23.

e Live Local- There will be a CC Workshop on 7/10/23 to discuss this recent legislation
from the State.

* Newtown Historic District- This is projected to go to later this summer. It will then be sent
to the National Register Review Board to be held on 11/2/23 by the State of Florida. It will
then go to the Secretary of Interior’s Office which will take a minimum of 90 days to process.
We should hear back in the Spring of 2024.

* No Kill Shelters- This was discussed at the CC Meeting on 5/1/23. The City Attorney will
be presenting on this topic at the CC Meeting on 7/3/23.

e Parking Division- We will run our final package of updates and strategies in the next few
weeks, and then present what recommendations are selected to move forward to the CC later
this summer.

e Plan and Permit Reviews- Planning staff and I continue to review plans, permits and
provide comments at DRC Meetings. We attended meetings this week with applicants on
proposed projects.

e Planning Website- Active Comp Plan and Zoning Text Amendments scheduled for hear-
ings for the PB and CC will be posted on our website so that citizens can get the latest on
what’s being proposed.

* Public Art Plan- The draft plan will be accessible on the City’s website by next week, and
is projected to be presented at the CC Meeting on 8/21/23.

* Rosemary District Parking- Broxton gave a presentation of new parking suggestions at the
Rosemary neighborhood meeting on 6/15/23. The presentation was well received.

* The Bay- Attended the Phase Two Update Event which included the introduction of the
new CEO, Stephanie Crockatt.

* Young Presidents Organization Tour-A tour of the City is planned for 1/17/24.

Project Update

o Affordable Housing Trust Fund ZTA- We will be working with the City Attorney’s Office
to expand the expenditures of funds to rental housing as well.

* Bars, Restaurants and Nightclubs ZTA- The kickoff Public Zoom Input Session on 6/8/23
was held. It was well attended and went well. We also presented those items relating to the
Rosemary District at the Rosemary community meeting last night.

* Batch ZTAs- Will be meeting with Lucia next week to discuss the next round of minor
ZTA changes.

* Commercial Corridors and Commercial Sites Attainable Housing ZTA- Public outreach is
expected to begin in late summer.

* Downtown Attainable Housing ZTA- The 1st Town Hall Meeting was held at 5:30pm on
1/19/23 at City Hall. The 2nd Town Hall Meeting was held on 3/1/23. We presented at the
CC Workshop on 3/13/23. This was approved at the PB Meeting on 5/16/23 with some rec-
ommended changes made by the PB, and it is scheduled to go to the CC Meeting on 8/7/23.

* Floating Solar Facilities ZTA- This is projected to go to the PB late this year or early next
year.

e Historic Preservation and Public Art ZTAs- These two ZTAs were discussed at the CC
Meeting on 2/6/23, and staff was authorized to move forward with preparation of the ZTAs.
These were recommended for approval at the PB Meeting on 5/10/23 and are projected to go
to the CC Meeting on 7/17/23. Have a great weekend!

Steve Cover

Planning Director

City of Sarasota

See Letters, page 14
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WineTimes

Independents in the Wine Industry

On Independence Day we salute the small, independent vineyards, wineries, importers/distributors, and
retail stores that have survived and thrived in an industry dominated by larger and larger corporations.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

Independence Day seems a good time to reflect on the struggles of vineyards, wineries, and
wine sellers to maintain their independence in a wine industry
dominated by large corporations. The initial step in producing
wine entails down to earth farming of wine grapes. One would
hope that a skilled farmer with prime land for growing wine
grapes could focus on farming and selling superior wine grapes
to wineries. Holding out against pressure to sell a vineyard to
an integrated business that combines wine grape farming with
winemaking and marketing takes an abundance of love for
the vineyard and resolve to grow grapes good enough to sell to
winemakers. The family-owned Arbor Oaks Vineyard in the
Paso Robles region of California combines organic farming of
classic Bordeaux blend grapes Cabernet Sauvignon and Petite
Verdot, aided by herds of sheep and goats, and wine tastings.

Small wineries continue to operate alongside wine con-

glomerates. Some purchase grapes from nearby farms, while
others grow a substantial proportion of the grapes that they
press. Family members who take on roles in the vineyard and cellar, and help extend their
parents’ vision, bode well for a small winery. A family vineyard success story, Brown Estates,
the only Black-owned vineyard in Napa Valley California, has expanded and thrived. In 1980,
parents, physicians Barrett and Marcela Brown from Los Angeles, bought and restored a 450
acre abandoned ranch in the eastern sector of Napa Valley. In 1985, the Brown’s planted a
relatively small plot of Zinfandel grapes on the property. The emerging vineyard initially sold
its Zinfandel fruit to wineries in the area, and, following up on that success, decided to plant
other varieties of wine grapes, especially Cabernet Sauvignon. Son David Brown began taking
over farming of the Estate’s wine grapes during the early 1990’s; while working with wineries
buying grapes from the Estate, he learned the in’s and out’s of the winemakers’ art and craft.
He and his sister Doreen realized that, instead of selling all the grapes they were growing, they
could use a “custom crush” service at a nearby winery to produce wines from their grapes.
David Brown took on the role of winemaker for the Estate, aided by respected consulting
winemakers, and made the initial 1996 Brown Estate vintage. Despite near disasters, David
Brown has continued as winemaker for succeeding vintages. In 2002, Brown Estates began
building its own wine producing facility on premises, then, in 2004, a wine cave. Doreen and
David’s sister Coral has added a second brand, House of Brown, featuring a wide array of wines
aimed at mass-market wine buyers.

The company has benefitted from a strong presence in wine clubs on the web and social
media. 2017 marked the beginning of Brown Downtown in the town of Napa, a wine tasting
and special events venue. Today, Brown Estates shows that a small winery with a favorable
location, a hands-on and focused staff, and creative energy can succeed as an independent
wine producer.

At the opposite end of the wine business, small, independent wine importers and distribu-
tors, as well as retail wine sellers, are trying to establish footholds in highly competitive mar-
kets. These small businesses employ a wide range of strategies. Much like plants and animals
in the Amazon, different survival strategies come and go. One wine importer that we know
represents a cooperative of wineries in New Zealand. He presents the Cooperative’s wines
at wine retailers’ and restaurants’ trade shows, sets up and participates in wine tastings and
events, and sells his clients” wines to restaurants and wine shops. No one member of the New
Zealand Cooperative could afford to support a person to represent them, nor would the rep-
resentative agree to have a portfolio of wines from any one of the vineyards. Representing a
cooperative works well for both sides. We also see small, independent importers/distributors
that have established personal contacts and handshake deals with small, independent wineries
to promote their wines. The survival of these importers/distributors depends on how well they
interact with distributors and wine buyers for restaurants and food retailers.

The last links in the retail chain from grapevine to wine buyer, small, independent wine
shops, depend on strategies that align the advantages of their locations to lease costs, balance
diversity of items for sale with proximity of lower cost competitors, and wine knowledge of
the owner and staff. Let’s look at the eleven miles from the north end of Longboat Key south
to St. Armand’s circle near Lido Beach in Florida.

LBK Liquors enjoys a strategic location in the Whitney Beach Shopping complex on Gulf
Drive at a point where often crowded and slow automobile traffic from Anna Maria Island to
the north to Lido Beach to the south, and back, must pass. Stores selling liquor have special
(and expensive) permits, as compared to stores selling beer and wine. As the only store in the
immediate vicinity selling liquor, LBK Liquors has a captive audience of buyers of liquor and
wine. To give wine buyers many options, the store has bottles of wine stacked to the ceiling. It
features wines from California and many international wine producers. Shoppers often select
a bottle or two of liquor and then spend time browsing the wine selections.

Closer to the mid-point of LBK on Gulf Drive, Harry’s Deli across from Harry’s Continental
Kitchen has a steady stream of customers looking for sandwiches to take to the beach and
salads to take home. Across from the Deli counter, wine bottles on display tempt customers
to add a wine or two for a late lunch or dinner. The restaurant and bar across the street have
many of the wines on wine lists; excess inventory won't go to waste. If a customer needs more
information about the wines, the restaurant and bar staff have the answers. A strategy of offer-
ing a diverse selection of wines to customers who may buy one or more on a whim does not
cost much and increases sales.

Going south over the bridge where LBK ends and St. Armand’s Circle and Lido key begins,
two small, independent wine sellers are cautiously increasing inventories of wines. The pan-
demic made shop owners wary about carrying more inventory than the minimum. Now that
customers have resumed in-store shopping, owners are slowly adding to displays, including
wine bottles. The Madison Avenue Café and Deli on North Boulevard of the Presidents, St.
Armand’s Circle, does a brisk business in breakfast and lunch. Their menu includes a limited
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selection of wines one can buy to pair with their food or buy to take home. Next door the
Ancient Oils Gourmet shop offers an increasingly diverse collection of imported and domestic
wines. Some customers obviously prefer to pair wine with their premium olive oil and balsamic
vinegar.

On Independence Day we salute the small, independent vineyards, wineries, importers/dis-
tributors, and retail stores that have survived and thrived in an industry dominated by larger
and larger corporations. We urge you to take a moment to see what they have to offer.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology ro help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
[from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
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program.

Homeowners can select from five approved tree species:

live oak

silver buttonwood

mahogany

red maple

gumbo limbo

Palm trees are not included in the program.

Depending upon the species, prices range from $545 to
$725. Homeowners are responsible for a $100 deposit plus
any balance beyond the City’s $500 contribution.

Program participants will purchase the tree through the
City’s vendor, Tree Biotics, whose team will work with City
staff to determine the best placement of the tree between
the front plane of the house and right-of-way. In most cases,
planting under utility lines will not be allowed. The hom-
eowner will own the tree and be responsible for care and
maintenance.

Contact information

Residents interested in participating in the Mature Tree
Program should contact Tree Biotics at 941-480-6387 or by
email at MatureTreeProgram@gmail.com

City of Sarasota staff contacts for the program: Donald.
Ullom@sarasotafl.gov, Jacqueline.Hartley@sarasotafl.gov,
and Kalyn.Ennis@sarasotafl.gov

Sarasota a top location for
moves in United States

A recent ranking released by national moving and storage
company PODS has ranked Sarasota near the top of its 2023
list of the top 20 cities where people are moving across the
country.

Sarasota ranked as the second most moved-to city in the
United States, one slot lower than its first-place finish on the
2022 list of cities where people relocated. Based on PODS cus-
tomer moves in 2022, Sarasota had the highest growth rate in
Florida and the entire country, and that trend continued into
2023, the company’s data shows.

This year’s report analyzed data about consumer movements
for a period of 15 months by tracking resident trends and
environmental factors such as cost of living, crime rates, and
inclement weather.

The cities with the highest number of move-ins according to
PODS are:

Myrtle Beach, SC/Wilmington, NC

Sarasota

Orlando

Ocala

Houston, TX

Dallas-Fort Worth, TX

Knoxville, TN

Jacksonville

Tampa Bay

Greenville - Spartanburg, SC
Nashville, TN
Melbourne
Portland, ME
San Antonio, TX
Boise, ID
Charlotte, NC
Asheville, NC
Phoenix, AZ
Savannah, GA
Raleigh, NC

Ocean Prime Restaurant Coming to
The Quay Sarasota

Ocean Prime has announced it will be opening its first
Sarasota location in late 2024, in The Quay Sarasota.

The Sarasota Ocean Prime will be the 19th location for
Cameron Mitchell Restaurants (CMR), which already has
three existing Florida Ocean Prime restaurants in Tampa,
Naples and Orlando. Ocean Prime Sarasota will be the group’s
sixth Florida restaurant overall. Ocean Prime Sarasota is slated
to have more than 9,500 square feet of space spread across two
stories, with outdoor terraces on each floor. The restaurant
will include over 350 seats, two bars, and two private dining
rooms.

Cameron Mitchell, Founder & CEO of Cameron Mitchell
Restaurants, said he has vacationed with his family for nearly
20 years in Sarasota.

Wildlife, from page 1

they started diving under the boat and coming back up on
the other side, slip streaming in the wake of the boat. They
would even get in front of the boat like they knew where we
were going and leading us there.

Watching them was the most fun I'd had in a while. The
water was so clear we could see everything they were doing.
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I wish everyone a chance to see this, as it truly is a wonder.

Fishing for answers

We finally reached our destination. The dolphins had lost
interest in us. Now it was just the two of us again. We were in
water about one hundred and three feet in depth. We baited our
hooks and put our lines in the water. I got a nibble right away
and caught a nice size Grouper. We did see a shark, but that was
all for the rest of the day. It was very strange. On other days we
would at least see schools of mackerel and barracuda. However,
that day the Gulf might as well have been empty.

My husband is an avid fresh water fisherman. He can catch
bass and trout like there is no tomorrow. However, we have
figured out that apparently there is a big learning curve when it
comes to saltwater fishing.

Growing up spending summers on Longboat Key my hus-
band watched his father in the water, fishing off the beach for
hours. His fishing was bountiful, catching whiting big enough
to keep and feed everyone for dinner. He made it look so easy.

Maybe the waters have changed? Maybe there are not as
many fish in the area as their used to be? I did hear someone
saying something about the sea grass being disturbed. Maybe
that is the issue?

Surely our learning curve has not lasted all these years. That
would be an extremely long curve. Before we moved here my
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husband told me that I would only have to buy vegetables
and bread at the grocery store because he would catch enough
fish for us to eat. I am really glad I did not hold him to that.
Otherwise, we would both be vegetarians by now.

All that being said, we are not losing faith. The struggle is
real, but we will keep up the struggle until we finally master
the art of saltwater fishing.

Lizards, Peacocks and nesting turtles

Other than the evasive fish, we have experienced so many
other beautiful forms of wildlife. I volunteer for Save Our
Seabirds. I didn’t realize just how many different types of birds
there are until I started volunteering there, not to mention the
fact that saving seabirds is a very rewarding task.

Note to self: remember when jumping out of the boat to
save a pelican, jump away from the boat. That was a rather
painful lesson to learn.

We also can’t forget about our gorgeous Village peacocks
who strut their feathers up and down the streets on the North
End of Longboat.

Also, I have to give props to the American Bald Eagle who
spends day after day high up in the Australian Pine that over-
looks my car. With the exception of diving into the bay every
so often to catch a fish, he is a great guard bird. No one has
ever messed with my car.

Oh, and we are not even going to talk about the lizards, so,
$0, so many lizards!

I recommend visiting Mote Marine Aquarium. It is a won-
derful aquarium that does so much for our community and
environment.

Last, but not least, we must mention our precious sea
turtles. If you see sticks with orange tape around them on the
beach, please don’t go near them. It is turtle season and those
are turtle nests that must not be disturbed. It is so important
to leave them be that it’s the law. The reward for protecting
them is plentiful, as they keep returning year after year.

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS
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SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

4551 N Washington Blvd.
590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL

941.316.8367

Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437
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Business Directory

DANAE KOEPER MSW, LCSW

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER/THERAPIST
Individual & Couples e Grief/Loss eDepression eAnxiety

2

e Waterfront dining
e Fresh local seafood
e Entertainment

Find more energy, motivation, clarity, and balance
in your daily life in a safe and therapeutic environment

If you are not sure if therapy is a right fit for you,
reach out and let’s figure it out together

Happy Hour X
4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL DAILY Read Danae’s full bio at PsychologyToday.com
In Historic Cortez Village 4p.m.-6p.m.

danaecarnelianconsulting@hotmail.com « 941-210-0784

Ja1.795:2035 Located in the Centre Shops « Longboat Key, FL

www.swordfishgrillcortez.com

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery

Call Robert Moshy

941.925.1025
By appointment only

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Free Removal and Set Up 5 l,;{’sg‘”’é

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

www.SleepKing.net

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom ®

Cortez Bait & Seafood

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp « Clams
e Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

L L I. l v L "
200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 ¢ menshaircutsarasota.com

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

L ved again
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8
Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN O EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAlR:::DD EirLEg:fsTgﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

We offer Keratin
treatments to smooth
that frizzy summer hair!

Ads that work...

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941—387—0926CP A GMD

BE SEEN!

ads@lbknews.com

Sunshine Senior Services
Individualized Companionship & Care

David Festge, Owner
| LPN., CPR Certified

¥ Call us at:

608-658-5621

Q’é St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901

OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00

SteffsStuffLBK.com

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

e Acupuncture
¢ Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy
941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

e Massage

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00

Reservations online at
connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr




Page 16 Friday, June 30, 2023

The News

REAL ESTATE BY A REAL EXPERT

NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

BIRD KEY

632 MOURNING DOVE DRIVE e SARASOTA, FL ¢ $2,995,000
Canal front 3BR/2BA pool home with a world of possibilities: live in, update, rent. A boater’s dream, set on a navigable canal with easy access to Sarasota Bay and beyond.
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COUNTRY

-

CLUB SHORES

510 CHIPPING LANE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,795,000
Classic 3BR/2BA, canal front residence presenting the opportunity to update to your taste, build new on a fantastic lot, or take advantage of rental income potential. New seawall currently being installed.

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS CLUB
516 BAYPORT WAY ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,275,000
Rarely available, and exceptional value for a 3BR/2BA residence featuring an open floorplan and serene,
private outdoor spaces, all within walking distance to the beach.

GRAND BAY V
3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $899,000
Savor afternoon sun exposure and unobstructed views of the golf course, and sparkling Sarasota Bay. This
2BR/2BA residence presents an opportunity for your distinct touches and style.

LT 24

" |
LONGBEACH
7105 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $995,000
Beautifully done, 2BR/2BA, furnished corner residence, with first level access to the finest in beachfront living. The redone
kitchen seamlessly opens to the living and dining areas, where sliding doors in the living room lead to the fully covered and
screened terrace.

OVER $79 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD 2023
OVER $97 MILLION SOLD IN 2022 * OVER $134 MILLION SOLD IN 2021

grw ,v'etRealtor®

941.376.5311

Bruce@BruceMyer.com . www.BruceMyer.com

QUEENS HARBOUR
3590 FAIR OAKS LANE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $2,995,000

Waterfront 4BR/3.5BA residence with private pool, private guest suite above the 2-car garage, and your

private boat dock with quick access to open water.

i |

SEA GATE CLUB
2425 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #6A ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,795,000

Indulge in the ultimate Longboat Key lifestyle with this stunning 6th floor, furnished 2BR/2BA corner

residence with recent renovations designed to open the living spaces.

LUAMBIANCE e NEW PRICE
435 ’AMBIANCE DR., #K905 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FLe $3,995,000

Sprawling penthouse Sabal floor plan, offering over 2,800 SF, and views spanning the Gulf of Mexico,
Sarasota Bay and Links golf course. Soaring 12’ ceilings, high-impact glass, and 2 covered parking spaces.

COLDWELL
BANKER

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250

LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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