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Introduction 

 
The purpose of this booklet is to collate information that is available from several sources, specifically relating 
to those who are buried in Commonwealth War Graves located in the churchyard of St John the Baptist, 
Burscough. Information has also been included regarding the work of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission who have arranged for these memorials to be erected, and whose work in maintaining them 
continues to this day.  
 
The booklet focuses on Commonwealth War Graves and does not include the names of more than seventy 
other people who are recorded on family memorials within the churchyard. It does however include 
information about Edward Bridge MM and BEM who was wounded during World War 1. Edward served from 
his home in Burscough as a volunteer for Military Intelligence during World War 2, but died in 1942 from 
wounds that he had sustained during World War 1. Although he is buried in St John’s churchyard, he is not 
buried in a Commonwealth War Grave as his death was outside the set number of years required by the 
Commission. It was felt however that his outstanding service in both World Wars deserved recognition here.  
 
Also included in the booklet is information regarding ‘The East Window’ and the ‘Roll of Honour’ located 
inside the church, and their links to those who are buried and remembered on memorials in the churchyard. 
Finally, a poem called ‘The Final Inspection’ has been included, as a tribute to all those who gave their lives 
in the service of their country.  
 
The booklet supports a ‘History Trail’ that has been designed to help those who visit the churchyard to locate 
the final resting places of those buried in Commonwealth War Graves. It also includes a partial plan of the 
churchyard, and more detailed plans showing where the actual Commonwealth War Graves can be found.  
 
After its launch in May 2024, it is hoped that this booklet will be available to future visitors through inclusion 
in an information board located at the entrance to the churchyard, via the church website and through 
Lancashire Records and Library Services. It is also hoped that a child friendly version of the ‘History Trail’ will 
be developed in conjunction with students studying history and completing their teacher training at Edge Hill 
University in Ormskirk.  
 
Alongside the information contained within this booklet, it is hoped that the students can present the ‘History 
Trail’ to local primary school pupils, and follow this up with an activity sheet that they have developed, before 
the children move on to secondary education. Raising awareness and knowledge of the fallen buried in their 
neighbourhood is probably the most important purpose of this booklet, since it helps to ensure that future 
generations can focus on and appreciate the sacrifices made by so many, who were often not much older 
than themselves. Hopefully, it will also mean that those buried in Commonwealth War Graves become more 
than names engraved on a stone, but the person that they were once more.  
 
As each generation ages and eventually passes away, it is vitally important that future generations have an 
opportunity to connect with those who have gone before, and are able to hear their personal stories for 
themselves. Hopefully this booklet will be invaluable in helping them to do this. 
 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this booklet is correct and up 
to date, it is acknowledged that further information may become available in the future. A digital PDF version 
is also available, and may contain revised information. 
 
Diane Edwards 
Project Co-ordinator, St John the Baptist Church 
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History and work of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s mission is to ensure those who died in service, or because of 
conflict, are commemorated so that they, and the human cost of war, are remembered for ever.  
 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission is a global leader in commemoration. Founded by Royal Charter 
in 1917, we work on behalf of the Governments of Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, South Africa and 
the United Kingdom to commemorate the 1.7 million men and women from the Commonwealth who lost 
their lives in the two World Wars. 
 
We believe that remembering individuals who have died in conflicts is of universal, perpetual relevance, and 
that reflecting on their deaths is of continuing and paramount importance for us all. The cemeteries, 
memorials, graves, landscapes, and records in our care will be found at 23,000 locations and in more than 
150 countries and territories. They are both the practical means of our commemoration of the fallen and 
vehicles for discovery, inspiration, and engagement. 
 
We believe that each one of those we commemorate were people like us, with their own ambitions, hopes, 
and dreams. It is our duty and privilege to care for their graves and memorials and through our charitable 
Foundation, keep their stories alive. Every year remains are discovered, identified and reburied with honours, 
their names no longer on our many memorials to the missing but over their final resting place. 
 
Our active public engagement and education programmes ensure the stories of the fallen are told to all 
generations through talks and tours at our sites and in schools, clubs, societies and organisations. Our War 
Graves Week every May throws a spotlight on the work we do and the men and women we commemorate. 
We constantly care and repair our sites. Some of them have reached or will soon be reaching their 
centenaries and are facing challenges that our founders could not have envisaged, requiring new materials 
and processes to ensure their longevity.  
 
Our founders were determined that all the men and women of the British Empire who fell on the former 
battlefields of the First World War, on land and at sea, should be commemorated equally. The CWGC takes 
great pride in the principles that drove this work, which said that the organisation would not differentiate 
between the dead on the grounds of social or military rank, or by religion. 
 
Our Non-Commemoration project works to identify any cases where names have been missed from our 
records, with extensive research already yielding important information helping ensure all Commonwealth 
war dead are commemorated as originally promised. 
 
This information is taken from the website of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
https://www.cwgc.org/who-we-are/ 
 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission war records databases record the details and commemoration 
location of every Commonwealth casualty from the First and Second World Wars 
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/ 
 
For Evermore: Stories of the Fallen – an online resource that collects and tells the stories of the war dead 
from both world wars commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
https://www.cwgc.org/stories/ 
 
Martin Ford 
Eyes On, Hands On (EOHO) Volunteer 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWCG) 
https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/projects/eyes-on-hands-on/ 

https://www.cwgc.org/who-we-are/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/
https://www.cwgc.org/stories/
https://www.cwgc.org/our-work/projects/eyes-on-hands-on/
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St John the Baptist Church 
Burscough 

The Memorial East Window 
 
The East Window, which is one of the 
main features of the church, was installed 
in 1920 and dedicated to the memory of 
those local servicemen who died because 
of the First World War.  
 
It was designed by Henry Gustave Hiller 
who was born in Manchester, studied at 
Manchester School of Art and Owens 
College, and from 1890 operated as a 
designer and manufacturer of stained 
glass at premises in Seel Street, Liverpool. 
He installed stained glass windows in 
many churches and civic buildings 
throughout North West England. 
 
The Window is a visual representation of 
the Te Deum Laudamus, an ancient Latin 
hymn of praise to God which is sung 
regularly in the Roman Catholic church 
and at Morning Prayer in the Anglican 
church, as well as on special occasions as 
a service of thanksgiving.  
 
The figure of the risen Jesus is central in 
the window and below him is the dove, 
the symbol of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is 

surrounded by angels, saints, prophets, martyrs and representatives of the worldwide church, all of which 
are mentioned in the Te Deum giving glory to God. National and local service personnel from the First World 
War are represented towards the bottom of the three central panels of the window. 
  
The top tracery section of the window contains 47 individual glazed lights, central to which is a lamb holding 
a sceptre signifying the authority of Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God – Agnus Dei. John the Baptist acclaimed 
Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1 v29). Surrounding the Lamb are 
tongues of fire signifying the Holy Spirit which came in this form on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2 v3). The red 
rose of Lancashire appears four times at the edge of this central section and below are eight cherubim looking 
down on the seated figure of Jesus.  
 
At the bottom of the window are the coats of arms of Lathom, Liverpool Diocese and Burscough Priory, 
together with the Seal to the Surrender Deed of Burscough Priory and the Shield of Ordnance. During the 
First World War, Burscough Ordnance Depot provided important storage for arms, uniforms and equipment. 
 
An illustrated colour booklet giving a detailed description of the window and the significance of all individual 
figures and symbols within it is available from the church. 

 
David Orritt 
Church Historian 
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Full map of churchyard,  
St John the Baptist, Burscough 
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Commonwealth War Commission Graves 

in the churchyard of St John the Baptist, Burscough 
 

Individual Information 
  

 
Frederick Allen  ...................................................................................................................  Page 16 

Thomas Blackledge  ............................................................................................................  Page 18 

James Cheetham  ...............................................................................................................  Page 20 

Ralph Colbeck  ....................................................................................................................  Page 22 

Joseph Grice  ......................................................................................................................  Page 24 

Joseph Haverty  ..................................................................................................................  Page 26 

Edward Lyon  ......................................................................................................................  Page 28 

Robert Lyon  .......................................................................................................................  Page 30 

Alan Neville  ........................................................................................................................  Page 32 

Harry Parr  ..........................................................................................................................  Page 34 

Hector Parr  ........................................................................................................................  Page 36 

Charles Porter  ....................................................................................................................  Page 38 

Thomas Porter  ...................................................................................................................  Page 40 

David Postlethwaite  ..........................................................................................................  Page 42 

Jack Russell  ........................................................................................................................  Page 44 

Peter Sunderland  ...............................................................................................................  Page 46 

Robert Timewell  ................................................................................................................  Page 48 

Frank Turner  ......................................................................................................................  Page 50 

Arthur Vickers  ....................................................................................................................  Page 52 

William Weston  .................................................................................................................  Page 54 

Maurice Williams  ...............................................................................................................  Page 56 

Denis Wright  ......................................................................................................................  Page 58 
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NOTE: Some of the details above were incorrectly recorded at the date of this certificate being produced.  

A replacement certificate was not available at the time of publication. The correct grave number is N4/954. 
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NOTE: Some of the details above were incorrectly recorded at the date of this certificate being produced.  

A replacement certificate was not available at the time of publication. The correct grave number is E2/2184. 
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The Final Inspection 
 
The soldier stood and faced God, 
Which must always come to pass. 
He hoped his shoes were shining, 
Just a brightly as his brass. 
 
Step forward now, you soldier, 
How shall I deal with you? 
Have you always turned the other cheek? 
To My church have you been true? 
 
The soldier squared his shoulders and said, 
No, Lord, I guess I ain’t 
Because those of us who carry guns, 
Can’t always be a saint. 
 
I’ve had to work most Sundays, 
And at times my talk was tough. 
And sometimes I’ve been violent, 
Because the world is awfully rough. 
 
But I never took a penny, 
That wasn’t mine to keep, 
Though I’ve worked a lot of overtime, 
When the bills got just too steep. 
 
And I never passed a cry for help, 
Though at times I shook with fear. 
And sometimes, God, forgive me, 
I’ve wept unmanly tears. 
 
I know I don’t deserve a place, 
Among the people here. 
They never wanted me around, 
Except to calm their fears. 
 
If you’ve a place for me here, Lord, 
It needn’t be so grand, 
I never expected or had too much, 
But if you don’t, I’ll understand. 
 
There was a silence all around the throne, 
Where the saints had often trod, 
As the soldier waited quietly, 
For the judgment of his God. 
 
Step forward now, you soldier, 
You’ve borne your burdens well. 
Walk peacefully on Heaven’s streets, 
You’ve done your time in Hell. 
 
(author unknown) 
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Edward Bridge MM BEM 
 

      
 

WW1 Somme 1916 
WW2 Code Breaker 

 
Edward Bridge, the son of John and Jane Bridge, was born in Burscough in September 1893 and lived 
at a house on Turnpike Road, which later became 11, Moss Lane. He was a clerk/typist for James 
Martland Ltd. Agricultural Merchants.  
 
He was awarded the Military Medal (MM) during World War 1 and the British Empire Medal (BEM) 
during World War 2. 
 
World War 1:   

In September 1914, shortly after the start of the war, Edward volunteered for the 12th Battalion 
King’s (Liverpool) Regiment. His battalion entered France on 25th July 1915 and on 7th October 1916 
he was fighting in the thick of the Somme battlefields. He was part of an assault on German lines 
which took Rainbow Trench, close to the village of Gueudecourt. The advance continued, but a party 
of King’s (Liverpool) and a party of King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry were left behind during this 
operation to deal with any remaining Germans. Edward was NCO in charge of the King’s (Liverpool) 
men and he located a machine gun that was still firing, which they attacked and captured. He was 
awarded the Military Medal for his gallantry during this operation.  
 
World War 2:   

Severe injuries suffered during World War 1 left him bedridden and he developed an interest in 
radios, learning Morse Code. This led to his recruitment by British Military Intelligence (MI5) as an 
Interceptor for the Radio Security Service (RSS), which was transferred to MI6 in 1941. Initially, RSS 
hunted German spies in the UK, but then monitored Abwehr (German Military Intelligence) signals.  
Bletchley Park was the centre for encryption. Edward’s BEM award in 1942 and letters sent to him, 
including one from Winston Churchill, relate to two very important intercepts. Lord Sandhurst wrote 
‘He has done something really big for his country.’ In the first, he had discovered and intercepted a 
new group of German agents in the USA communicating with Germany; secrecy still shrouds his 
second intercept.  
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He died of injuries on 14th September 1942, aged 49. He is buried in St John the Baptist churchyard  
– his grave can be found in Section N/3 No: N511, highlighted on the map in Blue  
 
The medals that he was entitled to are: 
 
 
 

Military Medal      British Empire Medal  
 

   
 
 
 
1914-1915 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal   
 

 
 
These medals, when awarded together, became known as “Pip, Squeak and Wilfred” after three popular 
comic strip characters at the time - a dog, a penguin and a rabbit. 
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